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Introduction 
The full-scale war of aggression unleashed by the Russian govern-
ment on 24 February 2022 has been a source of appalling violations 
of the rights of people living in Ukraine and has had a very wide 
range of impacts on the situation in Europe and the world.
}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʦ÷·ĽʬʦĝïʦÐĝŊĹĽÚʬʦ
ÏÚÚĖʦûĖÚŤŅĹûÐ·ÏďťʦďûĖČÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʫʦdĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖÚʦ÷·ĖÖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚ-
ĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦĹÚŲÚÐŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚïïĝĹŅĽʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦŅĝʦÚĖĽŊĹÚʦş÷·Ņʦ
Ņ÷ÚťʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦ·ʦĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹťʦďÚŞÚďʦĝïʦÐĝĖŅĹĝďʦĝŞÚĹʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʬʦ
ş÷ûÐ÷ʦş·ĽʦĕŊÐ÷ʦðĹÚ·ŅÚĹʦŅ÷·ĖʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʮʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ÷·ĖÖʬʦ
it was a consequence of the tightening of domestic policies that 
accompanied the war situation.
EĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅʦĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖʬʦşÚʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹʦûŅʦûĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅʦŅĝʦÐĝĖŅûĖ-
ŊÚʦĝŊĹʦĽÚĹûÚĽʦĝïʦ·ĖĖŊ·ďʦĹÚŞûÚşĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ
to show the practices and trends from previous years that contin-
ŊÚʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦĖÚşďťʦûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚÖʫ

01.
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1.1. The independent human 
rights project ‘Political Prisoners. 
Memorial’ and lists of political 
prisoners 
Memorial Human Rights Centre was unlawfully closed down by the authorities on 5 April 2022. 
Among the organisation’s most important activities from 2009 until then had been the pro-
ŞûĽûĝĖʦĝïʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦŅĝʦŞûÐŅûĕĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦĕ·ûĖŅ·ûĖûĖðʦďûĽŅĽʦ
of political prisoners in Russia.
�ÚïĝĹÚʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦ Ņĝʦ ďûĸŊûÖ·ŅÚʦ ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦ AŊĕ·Ėʦ �ûð÷ŅĽʦ �ÚĖŅĹÚʦ ÷·Öʦ ÚĖŅÚĹÚÖʦ ûĖŅĝʦ ïĝĹÐÚʬʦ
its board approved the continuation of this work in the framework of a new independent hu-
man rights project.
˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦûĽʦ·ĖʦûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦÐĝďďÚÐŅĽʬʦĹÚĽÚ·ĹÐ÷-
ÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦ ĽťĽŅÚĕ·ŅûĽÚĽʦ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŊĖď·şïŊďʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʬʦ
and in addition provides assistance to victims of such prosecutions. We continue to work 
ĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĽûĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹûĖÐûĶďÚĽʬʦ·ĶĶĹĝ·Ð÷ÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĕÚŅ÷ĝÖĽʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦðŊûÖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹČʦĝïʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦ
AŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʫʦEĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦ·ĽʦŅĝʦş÷ÚŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦĝĹʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦĶÚĹ-
ĽĝĖʦûĖʦ·ʦĽĶÚÐûűÐʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĕÚÚŅĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹûŅÚĹû·ʦŅĝʦÏÚʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ·ʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ
ĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹʦ ·ĖÖʬʦ ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðďťʬʦ Ľ÷ĝŊďÖʦ ÏÚʦ ûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĹÚĽĶÚÐŅûŞÚʦ ďûĽŅĽʬʦ ûĽʦĕ·ÖÚʦ Ïťʦ ·ʦ ÏĹĝ·ÖÚĹʦ
and representative Council consisting of authoritative Russian human rights defenders.
What do we do?

• We gather information about cases of unlawful politically motivated criminal prosecution.
• We compile and maintain lists of Russian political prisoners.
• ¥ÚʦÖûĽĽÚĕûĖ·ŅÚʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦĽĶÚÐûűÐʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ

ĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦï·ŅÚĽʫʦdĖʦĝŊĹʦşÚÏĽûŅÚʬʦťĝŊʦşûďďʦűĖÖʦÐ·ĽÚʦűďÚĽʬʦÐĝĶûÚĽʦĝïʦÖĝÐŊĕÚĖŅĽʬʦ
ďûĖČĽʦŅĝʦĕÚÖû·ʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅĹû·ďĽʬʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʦÏťʦď·şťÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦ÷Ŋĕ·Ėʦ
Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹĽʬʦĝĶÚĖʦďÚŅŅÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅÚŤŅĽʦĝïʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦïĹĝĕʦ
the media.

• ¥Úʦ÷ÚďĶʦűĖÖʦ·ĖÖʦĶ·ťʦïĝĹʦď·şťÚĹĽʦïĝĹʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚʦ
support to their families.

• ¥ÚʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦĝĖʦĶď·ĖĖÚÖʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʬʦÚŞÚĖŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖĽʦĝïʦĽĝďûÖ·ĹûŅťʦûĖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅû-
Ð·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦïĝĹĕĽʦĝïʦ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦŅĝʦÚ·Ð÷ʫ

https://memohrc.org/ru/specials/rukovodstvo-po-opredeleniyu-ponyatiya-politicheskiy-zaklyuchyonnyy
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1.2. Who we consider to be political 
prisoners 
EĖʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅûĖðʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦ·ĽʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ˒ }ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦĹÚďûÚĽʦ
on the Guidelines on the  ÚűĖûŅûĝĖʦĝï the Term ‘Political Prisoner’ developed by human rights 
defenders from a number of countries on the basis of Resolution No. 1900 (2012) of the Par-
liamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE)ʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ:ŊûÖÚďûĖÚĽʬʦûĖʦĝĹÖÚĹʦ
ïĝĹʦĽĝĕÚĝĖÚʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦĕŊĽŅʦÏÚʦĕÚŅʭ

1. ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦ ûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʦ ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦÖÚĶĹûŞÚÖʦĝïʦ ďûÏÚĹŅťʦÏťʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚʦ ÐĝÚĹÐûĝĖʦ ˈĝĖʦ ĹÚĕ·ĖÖʬʦ
ûĖʦ ·ʦ ĶÚĖ·ďʦ ÐĝďĝĖťʬʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ ·ĹĹÚĽŅʬʦ ûĖʦ ·ʦ ŅÚĕĶĝĹ·ĹťʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦ ÐÚĖŅĹÚʬʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ Ðĝĕ-
ĶŊďĽĝĹťʦŅĹÚ·ŅĕÚĖŅʦûĖʦ·ʦĶĽťÐ÷û·ŅĹûÐʦ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖˉʮʦûĖʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʬʦûĖʦĕĝĽŅʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦş÷·Ņʦ
ûĽʦ·ŅʦûĽĽŊÚʦûĽʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦï·ÐŅĝĹĽʦûĽʦĶĹÚĽÚĖŅʭ

1.a. Ņ÷ÚʦÖÚĶĹûŞ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ ďûÏÚĹŅťʦş·Ľʦ ûĕĶĝĽÚÖʦ ĽĝďÚďťʦ ïĝĹʦ ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʬʦ ĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦ ĝĹʦ ĝŅ÷-
er beliefs or for the non-violent exercise of rights and freedoms guaranteed 
by the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights or the European 
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms;

1.b. the deprivation of liberty was imposed solely for non-violent activities aimed 
at protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms;

ʃʤÐʤʟ Ņ÷ÚʦÖÚĶĹûŞ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦďûÏÚĹŅťʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦûĕĶĝĽÚÖʦĽĝďÚďťʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĽûĽʦĝïʦðÚĖÖÚĹʬʦĹ·ÐÚʬʦ
ÐĝďĝŊĹʬʦď·ĖðŊ·ðÚʬʦĹÚďûðûĝĖʬʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʬʦÚŅ÷ĖûÐʬʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĝĹʦï·ĕûďťʦĝĹûðûĖʬʦÏûĹŅ÷ʬʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ-
·ďûŅťʬʦĽÚŤŊ·ďʦĝĹûÚĖŅ·ŅûĝĖʦĝĹʦðÚĖÖÚĹʦûÖÚĖŅûŅťʬʦĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʦĝĹʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĽŅ·ŅŊĽʦĝĹʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·-
sis of a sustained association with communities united on such grounds;

2. Ņ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦûĽʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦˈĽÚÚʦÏÚďĝşʦïĝĹʦ·ʦÖÚűĖûŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ˒ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĕĝŅûŞ·-
ŅûĝĖ˓ˉʦ·ĖÖʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦï·ÐŅĝĹĽʦûĽʦĶĹÚĽÚĖŅʭ

2.a. the deprivation of liberty was imposed in violation of the right to a fair tri-
al or other rights and freedoms guaranteed by the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights or the European Convention for the Protection 
of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms;

2.b. Ņ÷ÚʦÖÚĶĹûŞ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦďûÏÚĹŅťʦş·ĽʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦï·ÏĹûÐ·ŅÚÖʦĝïʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʬʦĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÏĽÚĖÐÚʦ
ĝïʦ·ĖʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʬʦĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦş·ĽʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦÏťʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʮ

ʄʤÐʤʟ the length or conditions of deprivation of liberty are manifestly dispropor-
tionate to the offence of which the person is suspected or for which the per-
son has been charged or convicted;

ʄʤÖʤʟ the person’s deprivation of liberty is selective in comparison to the treatment 
of other persons.

9ĝĹʦ·ĖʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹʬʦ ûŅʦ ûĽʦ·ďĽĝʦĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹťʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷·ŞÚʦ
not committed a crime of violence against the person (except in cases of self-defence or ex-
ŅĹÚĕÚʦĖÚÐÚĽĽûŅťˉʬʦ÷·ŅÚʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦĝĹʦĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʬʦ·ĖÖʦ÷·ĽʦĖĝŅʦûĖÐûŅÚÖʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦĝĖʦĖ·-
ŅûĝĖ·ďʬʦÚŅ÷ĖûÐʬʦĹ·Ðû·ďʬʦĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦĝĹʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĽûĕûď·ĹʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʫ

https://memopzk.org/rukovodstvo-po-opredeleniyu-ponyatiya-politicheskij-zaklyuchyonnyj/
https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=19150&lang=en
https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=19150&lang=en
https://www.un.org/ru/documents/decl_conv/conventions/pactpol.shtml
https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_RUS.pdf
https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_RUS.pdf
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�÷ûĽʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖďťʦĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦ·ĶĶĹĝ·Ð÷ʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚűĖûŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĕʦ˒ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹʫ˓ʦ^ÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦ
şÚʬʦĖĝĹʦ·ĖťʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʬʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ʦĕĝĖĝĶĝďťʦĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŅÚĹĕʦ·ĖÖʦÚŞÚĹťĝĖÚʦ ûĽʦ ïĹÚÚʦ ŅĝʦÖÚűĖÚʦ ûŅʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ
ĝşĖʦş·ťʫʦ^ÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦ·ʦÐĝĕĕĝĖʦ·ĶĶĹĝ·Ð÷ʬʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ}��$ʦĹÚĽĝďŊŅûĝĖʬʦûĽʦŞ·ďŊ·ÏďÚʦÏĝŅ÷ʦ
for a meaningful discussion of the issues involved and for a common approach to situations 
in different countries.

ʊʫʌʫʦAĝşʦşÚʦÖÚűĖÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ
motivation 
According to the :ŊûÖÚďûĖÚĽʟ ĝĖʟ  ÚűĖûĖðʟ Ņ÷Úʟ �ÚĹĕʟ ˋ}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟ }ĹûĽĝĖÚĹʥˌ a political motive 
ûĽʦ ˒Ņ÷Úʦ·ÐŅŊ·ďʦÏ·ĽûĽʦ ïĝĹʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦĝĹʦĝĕûĽĽûĝĖĽʦÏťʦ ď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĉŊÖûÐû·ĹťʦĝĹʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĶŊÏ-
lic authorities that is unacceptable in a democratic society and is aimed at achieving at least 
ĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦðĝ·ďĽʭ
(a) the consolidation or retention of power by those in authority;
(b) the involuntary termination or alteration of the nature of a person’s public activity.’
�ĝʦĶŊŅʦûŅʦĕĝĹÚʦĽûĕĶďťʬʦûĹĹÚĽĶÚÐŅûŞÚʦĝïʦş÷·ŅÚŞÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦÖÚÐď·ĹÚʦŅĝʦÏÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦĶĹĝĽ-
ÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕ·ďʦûĖÖûÐŅĕÚĖŅʬʦş÷·Ņʦĕ·ŅŅÚĹĽʦûĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚ·ďʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʬʦ
ûĖʦĽĝʦï·Ĺʦ·ĽʦûŅʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʭʦ÷ÚʸĽ÷ÚʦÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦ÷ûĖÖÚĹĽʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦĝĹʦïĝĹʦĽĝĕÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĹÚ·-
ĽĝĖʦûŅʦûĽʦĽĝĕÚ÷ĝşʦÏÚĖÚűÐû·ďʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦŅĝʦï·ÏĹûÐ·ŅÚʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úĕʫ
}ĝûĖŅʦÏˉʦûĽʦûĖŅŊûŅûŞÚďťʦÐďÚ·ĹʭʦşÚʦ·ĹÚʦŅ·ďČûĖðʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹĽʬʦ
ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʬʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·ĖĽʬʦĝĹð·ĖûĽÚĹĽʦĝïʦ·ĖÖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʬʦÏďĝððÚĹĽʦ
·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĝĶûĖûĝĖʦďÚ·ÖÚĹĽʫʦ�ÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʦûĽʦ·ʦĕÚ·ĖĽʦŅĝʦûĖŅûĕûÖ·ŅÚʦĽŊÐ÷ʦĶÚĝĶďÚʬʦŅĝʦïĝĹÐÚʦ
them to leave the country or simply to physically isolate them in prison. A prime example from 
2022 is the prosecution of Ilya YashinʬʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïÚşʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·ĖĽʦş÷ĝʦĹÚĕ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽ-
sia and publicly criticised the war against Ukraine.
}ĝûĖŅʦ·ˉʦûĽʦĽĝĕÚş÷·ŅʦĕĝĹÚʦÐĝĕĶďÚŤʦ·ĖÖʦÏĹûĖðĽʦŅĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ʦðĹĝŊĶʦĝïʦĕĝŅûŞÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦÐĝĕĕĝĖʦ
·ĕĝĖðʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ·ĹÚʭ

• ûĖŅûĕûÖ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʦ˅ʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ÷ĝĶÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝʦűĖÖʦĝŊŅʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚ-
ÐŊŅûĝĖʦşûďďʦĹÚïŊĽÚʦŅĝʦ·ŅŅÚĖÖʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦĹ·ďďûÚĽʬʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽʦĝĶûĖûĝĖĽʦĝĖʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĕÚÖû·ʬʦĝĹʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ʦ
ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽĕʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʮ

• propaganda — the authorities seek either to discredit their opponents by making them 
ďĝĝČʦďûČÚʦïĹ·ŊÖĽŅÚĹĽʬʦïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦĝĹʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ĹťʬʦŅĝʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚʦŅ÷Úʦûĕ·ðÚʦĝïʦ·ʦÖ·ĖðÚĹĝŊĽʦ
ÚĖÚĕťʬʦĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦÚŞÚĖʦşûŅ÷ʦĹÚð·ĹÖʦŅĝʦÐ÷·ĖÐÚʦŞûÐŅûĕĽʬʦûĖʦĝĹÖÚĹʬʦïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦŅĝʦÐĝĖűĹĕʦ
the notions set out in state propaganda or to justify in the public mind the expansion 
of powers of the law enforcement and security services;

• to reassure society — law enforcement authorities create the impression that they 
are effective in combating serious threats (most often related to terrorism);
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• ŅĝʦĽŅĹÚĖðŅ÷ÚĖʦ·ʦĖÚðĝŅû·ŅûĖðʦĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦ ˈ÷ĝĽŅ·ðÚ˂Ņ·ČûĖðʬʦ ŅĝʦĶŊŅʦ ûŅʦ ĽûĕĶďťˉʦ˅ʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
authorities are ready to release those prosecuted if other countries make concessions.

�÷ûĽʦŊĖÖÚĹĽŅ·ĖÖûĖðʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĕĝŅûŞÚʦûĽʦûĖÚŞûŅ·ÏďťʦŞÚĹťʦÏĹĝ·ÖʫʦEĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʬʦ ûŅʦ ûĽʦĖĝŅʦ·ďş·ťĽʦ
Ú·ĽťʦŅĝʦÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ʦûŅĽʦĶĹÚĽÚĖÐÚʦĝĹʦ·ÏĽÚĖÐÚʦûĖʦĽĶÚÐûűÐʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ·ČÚʦĶď·ÐÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦïĹ·ĕÚ-
work of a repressive campaign. The state conducts repressive (sometimes merely simulated) 
campaigns that result in a large number of fabricated cases concerning a variety of offences —  
ÐĝĕÏ·ŅûĖðʦ ÖĹŊðĽʬʦ ĽÚŤŊ·ďûĽÚÖʦ ŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ Ð÷ûďÖĹÚĖʬʦ ÐĝĹĹŊĶŅûĝĖʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ľĝʦ ĝĖʫʦ EĖʦ Ú·Ð÷ʦ Ð·ĽÚʬʦ
the context has to be examined separately to see if there is a political motive.
^ÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ·ĹÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦşÚʦ·ďĕĝĽŅʦ·ďş·ťĽʦĽĶÚ·ČʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ·Ľʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦ
·ʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĕĝŅûŞÚʭʦûïʦûŅʦ̀ ÐďÚ·Ĺďťʟï·ďďĽʟşûŅ÷ûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟïĹ·ĕÚşĝĹČʟĝïʟ·ʟĽĶÚÐûűÐʟĽŅ·ŅÚʟĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʟÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖʟ
ĝĹʟÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖʟĝïʟĽŅ·ŅÚʟĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟûĽʟÐĝĖĖÚÐŅÚÖʟŅĝʟÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʟĹÚď·ŅÚÖʟŅĝʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʟĝĹʟŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʥʟ
ĝĹʟĹûĝŅûĖðʥʟ÷ĝĝďûð·ĖûĽĕʥʟŞ·ĖÖ·ďûĽĕʥʟÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʟĝĹʟŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʤ̩
�Ėʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖ·ďʦĕĝŅûŞÚʦïĝĹʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦûĽʦĝïŅÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚĽûĹÚʦĝïʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĝïűÐû·ďĽʦŅĝʦûĕĶĹĝŞÚʦ
ÐĹûĕÚʦĽŅ·ŅûĽŅûÐĽʬʦð·ûĖʦĶĹĝĕĝŅûĝĖʦĝĹʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÏÚĖÚűŅĽʫʦ�÷ûĽʦ ĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖʦ ûĽʦ·ʦČûĖÖʦĝïʦÏĝŅŅĝĕ˂ŊĶʦĹÚ-
sponse to a demand for further repression coming from above.

1.4. Why we know our lists of 
political prisoners are incomplete 
The number of people in the lists of political prisoners maintained by the project ‘Political 
Prisoners. Memorial’ should be considered a minimum estimate of the scale of repression. 
]·ĖťʦĝïʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦĖĝŅʦÏÚÚĖʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ·ĽʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʬʦ
and there are several reasons for this.

1. Lack of information. 
We try as far as possible to study the position and arguments of the prosecution and for this 
şÚʦĹÚďťʦĝĖʦÖĝÐŊĕÚĖŅĽʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖÖûÐŅĕÚĖŅʬʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦŞÚĹ-
ÖûÐŅʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ĹðŊĕÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦ·ĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦûĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅʭʦûŅʦûĽʦûĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅʦïĝĹʦŊĽʦŅĝʦČĖĝşʦş÷ÚŅ÷ÚĹʦ
forensic expertise has been carried out that proves the innocence of the prosecuted person 
ĝĹʦş÷ÚŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦĶĹĝÐÚÖŊĹ·ďʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʫ
EŅʦ ûĽʦĝïŅÚĖʦÖûïűÐŊďŅʦ ŅĝʦĝÏŅ·ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʦ ĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ðĹÚÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦ
ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʬʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ ĹÚď·ŅûŞÚĽʦ ĝĹʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ ď·şťÚĹĽʦĕ·ťʦ ĖĝŅʦ ÏÚʦ ÚĖĝŊð÷ʦ ïĝĹʦ ŊĽʦ Ņĝʦ ĝÏŅ·ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÖĝÐŊ-
ĕÚĖŅĽʫʦ$ĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦŊĽŊ·ďďťʦûĖŞĝďŞÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦĽÚÐĹÚŅĽʫʦEĖʦĕ·ĖťʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦď·ş-
yers are required to sign a non-disclosure undertaking with respect to the initial investigation. 
�ĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦÐĝŊĖĽÚďʬʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚďûÚïʦŅ÷·ŅʦĶŊÏďûÐûŅťʦşûďďʦĝĖďťʦÏÚʦ÷·Ĺĕ-
ïŊďʬʦĹÚïĹ·ûĖʦïĹĝĕʦÐĝĖŅ·ÐŅûĖðʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹĽʫ
dïʦÐĝŊĹĽÚʬʦĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦûĽʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦĕ·ťʦÏÚʦĽĝʦĝÏŞûĝŊĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
it is not necessary to investigate the materials of the case. These include cases where people 
·ĹÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦĽĝĕÚŅ÷ûĖðʦŅ÷·ŅʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦ·ʦÐĹûĕÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦÐ·ĖĖĝŅʦ·ĖÖʦĽ÷ĝŊďÖʦĖĝŅʦÏÚʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦ



14

·ĽʦĽŊÐ÷ʬʦ·ĽʦïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʦş÷ÚĖʦ·ʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦûĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĖðʦ·Ėʦ·Ė-
ti-war point of view (so-called discreditation or ‘spreading information known to be false about 
the use of the armed forces of the Russian Federation’) or for exercising their right to freedom 
ĝïʦĹÚďûðûĝĖʦˈïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦRÚ÷ĝŞ·÷˓Ľʦ¥ûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽˉʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦûĖ-
ïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚÖû·ʦĕ·ťʦÏÚʦÚĖĝŊð÷ʫʦ�ŊŅʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦûĖŞĝďŞûĖðʦ·ďďÚð·ŅûĝĖĽʦ
ĝïʦĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦĝĹʦĝïʦÚÐĝĖĝĕûÐʦÐĹûĕÚĽʬʦĹÚĸŊûĹÚʦ·ʦĕŊÐ÷ʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷ĝĹĝŊð÷ʦ·Ė·ďťĽûĽʫʦ
dïŅÚĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹťʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦÐ·ĖʦĝĖďťʦÏÚʦĝÏŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦÐĝĕ-
ĶďÚŅÚÖʬʦĝĹʦĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦÚŞÚĖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹû·ďʦ÷·ĽʦÚĖÖÚÖʫ
9ûĖ·ďďťʬʦ şÚʦ Öĝʦ ĖĝŅʦ ČĖĝşʦ ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦĕ·ĉĝĹûŅťʦ ĝïʦ ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʬʦ ÚĽĶÚÐû·ď-
ly when the victims in the case are victims by accident and those prosecuted do not know 
how or to whom to tell their stories. This has become particularly evident since the start of Rus-
sia’s full-scale aggression against Ukraine. Many people who previously took no part in civil 
ĽĝÐûÚŅťʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽĕʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÐĝĕÚʦûĖŞĝďŞÚÖʦûĖʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦûĖʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅĽʦûĖʦðÚĖ-
ÚĹ·ďʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÐ·ďÚʦ·ĖÖʦ ûĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʦŅ÷ÚʦðÚĝðĹ·Ķ÷ûÐʦĽÐĝĶÚʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ÷·ĽʦðĹĝşĖʦ
ÖĹ·ĕ·ŅûÐ·ďďťʬʦŅ·ČûĖðʦûĖʦÚŞÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĕ·ďďÚĽŅʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅûÚĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦŞ·ĹûĝŊĽʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʫʦ�÷ûĽʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚĽʦ
ĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖ·ďʦĝÏĽŅ·ÐďÚĽʦïĝĹʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦĕÚÖû·ʦûĖʦĸŊûÐČďťʦ
obtaining information about politically motivated criminal prosecutions.

2. Limited resources. 
�÷Úʦ ð·Ņ÷ÚĹûĖðʦ ĝïʦ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ ûŅĽʦ ·Ė·ďťĽûĽʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝĕĶûď·ŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ ·Ė·ďťŅûÐ·ďʦ ĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦ ·ĖÖʬʦ űĖ·ďďťʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚûĹʦÚŤ·ĕûĖ·ŅûĝĖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤĶÚĹŅĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝŊĖÐûďʬʦ·ďďʦŅ·ČÚʦŅûĕÚʦ·ĖÖʦşĝĹČʫ
EïʦĽĝĕÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅʦŅĝʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦťÚŅʦűðŊĹÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅʬʦŅ÷ûĽʦĕ·ťʦÏÚʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ
cases have not yet been reviewed.

3. The problem of applying exceptions. 
It was said above that even if a person prosecuted for political reasons meets the criteria for be-
ûĖðʦ·ʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹʬʦşÚʦşûďďʦĖĝŅʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚʦŅ÷Úĕʦ·ĽʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ ûïʦ Ņ÷Úťʦ÷·ŞÚʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦ·ʦÐĹûĕÚʦ
ĝïʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʬʦûĖÐûŅÚÖʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦĝĹʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦ·ʦŞûĝďÚĖŅʦ·ÐŅʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦ÷·ŅÚʫ
AĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦûĖʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦş÷ÚĹÚʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝʦÐûĹÐŊĕĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦÚŤÐďŊÖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝĽĽûÏûďûŅťʦĝïʦĹÚÐĝðĖû-
ŅûĝĖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹʬʦşÚʦ·ďĽĝʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹʦûŅʦûĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅʦŅĝʦĕÚ·ĖûĖðïŊďďťʦ·Ė·ďťĽÚʦŅ÷ÚʦŞ·ďûÖûŅťʦ
ĝïʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹťʦûĖʦ·ʦÖÚĕĝÐĹ·ŅûÐʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʬʦÚŞÚĖʦûïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ď-
ďÚðÚÖʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹĝÏ·ÏďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚĽŅʦĝïʦûĖŅÚĖŅûĝĖĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅĝʦ·ĽĽÚĽĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĹĹÚÐŅĖÚĽĽʦ
of the prosecution of actions that are alleged to be dangerous to the public.
�ĖťʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ĶĶĹĝ·Ð÷ʦşĝŊďÖʦĖĝŅʦÏÚʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽ˂Ï·ĽÚÖʦÏŊŅʦşĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦ·ʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĝĖÚʬʦŞûĹŅŊ·ďďťʦ
stripping the concept of ‘political prisoner’ of its objective content and making it a mere marker 
of ‘one’s own’ in a division between ‘insiders’ and ‘outsiders.’
�÷ûĽʦ·ĶĶĹĝ·Ð÷ʦĹ·ûĽÚĽʦŊĖÖÚĹĽŅ·ĖÖ·ÏďÚʦÐĹûŅûÐûĽĕʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚ·ďûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦş÷ÚĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹ-
ities unleashed a full-scale war against Ukraine and toughened repression inside the country. 
The public response to the Russian government’s crimes has included numerous acts of resist-
·ĖÐÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÐ·ĖĖĝŅʦÏÚʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ·ĽʦĖĝĖ˂ŞûĝďÚĖŅʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦ�÷ÚĽÚʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĹÚʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚÖʦÏťʦ·ʦď·ĹðÚʦ
Ķ·ĹŅʦĝïʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦĽťĕĶ·Ņ÷ûÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦÚĕĶ·Ņ÷ťʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦûÖÚĝďĝðûÐ·ďʬʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĝĹʦÚŞÚĖʦĕĝĹ·ďʦ
grounds do not in themselves justify recognition of a person as a political prisoner. The con-
ÐÚĶŅʦĝïʦ˒ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽ˓ʦûĽʦ·ʦĕĝĹÚʦÐĝĕĶďÚŤʦĶ÷ÚĖĝĕÚĖĝĖʦÖÚűĖÚÖʦûĖʦŅÚĹĕĽʦĝïʦ·ʦď·ĹðÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦ
of factors.
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�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦĝïʦÐĝŊĹĽÚʬʦĖÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŞûĽûĝĖʦĝïʦďÚð·ďʬʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖûŅ·Ĺû·ĖʦĖĝĹʦĶĽťÐ÷ĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦĽŊĶ-
ĶĝĹŅʦŅĝʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʬʦĖĝĹʦ·ÖŞĝÐ·ÐťʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĹûð÷ŅĽʬʦ·ĹÚʦÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦĝĖʦş÷ÚŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷Úťʦ·ĹÚʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ
as political prisoners. We believe it is important to help protect the rights of prisoners in po-
litically motivated cases to the best of our ability and to highlight prosecutions even where 
the defendants or persons convicted are not included in our lists of political prisoners.

1.5. How our lists of political pris-
oners and victims of politically mo-
tivated prosecutions are organised 
1. The general list of political prisoners.
�÷ûĽʦďûĽŅʦûĖÐďŊÖÚĽʦ·ďďʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʬʦÚŤÐÚĶŅʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖÚÖʦûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤÚĹ-
ÐûĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹûð÷ŅʦŅĝʦïĹÚÚÖĝĕʦĝïʦĹÚďûðûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦ·ïűďû·ŅûĝĖʫʦ¥Úʦ·ûĕʦŅĝʦûĖÐďŊÖÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦďûĽŅʦ
all those who meet the criteria.

2. The list of political prisoners prosecuted for their religion.
�÷ĝĽÚʦĝĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦďûĽŅʦĕÚÚŅʦ·ďďʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹûŅÚĹû·ʦïĝĹʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʬʦÏŊŅʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦď·ĹðÚʦĖŊĕ-
bers we count them separately for purposes of clarity. There are four times as many people 
on the ‘religious’ list as on the ‘secular’ or ‘civic’ list. The main reason for this is the large num-
ber of ‘conveyor belt’ prosecutions for involvement with Hizb ut-Tahrirʦ·ĖÖʦRÚ÷ĝŞ·÷˓Ľʦ¥ûŅĖÚĽĽ-
es. We also try to include all known ‘religious’ political prisoners in this list.

3. The list of those prosecuted without being deprived of liberty.
�÷ÚĽÚʦ·ĹÚʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦş÷ĝĽÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĕÚÚŅĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹûŅÚĹû·ʦïĝĹʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʬʦÏŊŅʦş÷ĝʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝŅʦûĕ-
ĶĹûĽĝĖÚÖʫʦ�÷·Ņʦ ûĽʬʦ ïĝĹʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦş÷ĝʦ·ĹÚʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ ŅĹ·ŞÚďʦ ĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦ Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦðûŞÚĖʦ·ʦ ĽŊĽ-
pended sentence or forced to emigrate because of politically motivated prosecution. If they 
·ĹÚʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖÚÖʬʦşÚʦ·ŊŅĝĕ·ŅûÐ·ďďťʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹʦŅ÷ÚĕʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ�÷ûĽʦďûĽŅʦÖĝÚĽʦ
ĖĝŅʦ Ðď·ûĕʦ ŅĝʦÏÚʦ ÚŤ÷·ŊĽŅûŞÚʭʦşÚʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦ ·ûĕʦ Ņĝʦ ûĖÐďŊÖÚʦ ÚŞÚĹťĝĖÚʦş÷ĝʦ ï·ďďĽʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ ûŅĽʦ ÐĹûŅÚĹû·ʬʦ
and we do not include anyone on it purposely.

4. A list of prisoners whose cases show very probable evidence of political motivation and seri-
ous violation of the law.
We include here those prisoners whom we have not yet recognised as political prisoners. Some-
ŅûĕÚĽʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ·ĹÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦşÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦĖĝŅʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ÏďÚʬʦïĝĹʦĝĖÚʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦĝĹʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʬʦŅĝʦ·Ė·ďťĽÚʦşûŅ÷ʦ
the detail necessary to recognise those prosecuted as political prisoners; and sometimes these 
·ĹÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦş÷ÚĹÚʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖÚÖʬʦÖÚĽĶûŅÚʦĕÚÚŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐĹûŅÚĹû·ʦïĝĹʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʬʦ
have called for group violence or whose cases fall under other grounds for exclusion. 
This list in particular is intended to help draw public attention to the cases described in chap-
ter 1.4. Why our lists of political prisoners are inevitably incomplete.

https://memopzk.org/list-persecuted/spisok-politzaklyuchyonnyh-bez-presleduemyh-za-religiyu/
https://memopzk.org/list-persecuted/spisok-politzaklyuchyonnyh-presleduemyh-za-religiyu/
https://memopzk.org/list-persecuted/aktualnyj-spisok-presleduemyh-bez-lisheniya-svobody/
https://memopzk.org/list-persecuted/veroyatnye-zhertvy-ne-voshedshie-v-spiski/
https://memopzk.org/list-persecuted/veroyatnye-zhertvy-ne-voshedshie-v-spiski/
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1.6. Why lists of political prisoners 
are needed 
9ûĹĽŅďťʬʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ûĖʦïŊĖÐŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅĽʦûĽʦŅĝʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚʦ·Ėʦ·ĶĶĹĝŤûĕ·ŅÚʦĕûĖûĕŊĕʦÚĽŅûĕ·ŅÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÐ·ďÚʦ
of political repression in Russia. The number of political prisoners on our lists (and especially 
how this number changes from year to year) is an important indicator of what is happening 
in the country and the severity of the authoritarian regime. Although the dramatic increase 
in the scale and changes in the forms of political repression in 2022 have enlarged the disparity 
ÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĽŅûĕ·ŅÚÖʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹĽʦĝĖʦĝŊĹʦďûĽŅĽʬʦ
ÏĝŅ÷ʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐĝĖĽÚĹŞ·ŅûŞÚʦ·ĽĽÚĽĽĕÚĖŅʦûŅĽÚďïʦ·ĖÖʬʦĽŅûďďʦĕĝĹÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖĽÚĸŊÚĖŅʦ·ĽĽÚĽĽĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖť-
Ė·ĕûÐĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦĹÚĕ·ûĖʦĹÚďÚŞ·ĖŅʫ
�ÚÐĝĖÖďťʬʦ şÚʦ ŅĹťʦ Ņĝʦ ûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚʦ ĶŊÏďûÐʦ ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦ ïĝĹʦ ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ ĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ¥Úʦ Ð·ĹĹťʦ ĝŊŅʦ ĶĹÚĶ·Ĺ·-
ŅĝĹťʦşĝĹČʬʦ ÐĝďďÚÐŅʦ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĶĹÚĽÚĖŅʦ Ð·ĹÚïŊďďťʦ ĶĹÚĶ·ĹÚÖʦ ·ĹðŊĕÚĖŅĽʦ ·Ľʦ Ņĝʦş÷ťʦ ·ʦ Ķ·Ĺ-
ticular prosecution is wrongful and politically motivated. Most of those who sympathise with 
the defendants or persons convicted in a particular case do not themselves have the time 
or energy to research the case in detail. When people learn that Memorial has recognised 
ĽĝĕÚĝĖÚʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚťʦŊĽŊ·ďďťʦĹÚ·ďûĽÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦÖÚĽÚĹŞÚĽʦĽŊĶ-
ĶĝĹŅʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦĽĶÚÚÖťʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚʦĝĹʦĹÚŞûÚşʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÐ·ĽÚʫʦ�÷ÚʦďÚĽĽʦşÚďď˂ČĖĝşĖʦ·ʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦûĽʬʦ
the more important it can be for them to be included in our lists.
�÷ûĹÖďťʬʦ ĝŊĹʦ şÚÏĽûŅÚʦ ĶĹĝŞûÖÚĽʦ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ Ð·ĽÚĽʦ ĝïʦ ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ ĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦ
and their analysis. We seek to disseminate this information in Russia and abroad.
9ĝŊĹŅ÷ďťʬʦşÚʦŅĹťʦŅĝʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚʦ·ĽʦĕŊÐ÷ʦűĖ·ĖÐû·ďʦ·ĖÖʦďÚð·ďʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦŅĝʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ
ï·ĕûďûÚĽʦ·ĽʦşÚʦÐ·ĖʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ·ʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦĖÚÚÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĝĖʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦĝŊĹʦďûĽŅĽʦŅĝʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚʦ·Ľ-
sistance; we also extend help to those who have not been recognised as political prisoners 
but whom we know to have been a victim of unjust politically motivated prosecution.

1.7. The context of 2022 
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine on 24 February has divided the year 2022 into two une-
qual parts. At the beginning of 2022 the trends of 2021 concerning the prosecutions of Navalny 
ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦĝïʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʬʦ·ďĝĖðʦşûŅ÷ʦĽĝĕÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʬʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦûĖʦïŊďďʦ
ïĝĹÐÚʫʦ�÷ûĽʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦŅĝʦĽ·ťʦŅ÷·ŅʦĽŊÐ÷ʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦĽŅĝĶĶÚÖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŊŅÏĹÚ·ČʦĝïʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦş·Ĺʬʦ
but thereafter the repression of opponents of the war came to the fore and the human rights 
ĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖʦÖÚŅÚĹûĝĹ·ŅÚÖʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅďťʫ
�ʦ şÚÚČʦ ·ïŅÚĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ �ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ ÏÚð·Ėʬʦ ĝĖʦ ʍʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ �Ņ·ŅÚʦ  Ŋĕ·ʦ
·ÖĝĶŅÚÖʦÚĕÚĹðÚĖÐťʦďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʦˈĖĝŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕʦĝïʦĖÚşʦÏûďďĽʬʦÏŊŅʦÏťʦ·ĕÚĖÖûĖðʦÏûďďĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷·Öʦ·ď-
ĹÚ·ÖťʦĶ·ĽĽÚÖʦûĖʦűĹĽŅʦĹÚ·ÖûĖðˉʦŅĝʦ·ĕÚĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĝÖÚʦĝïʦ�ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦdïïÚĖÐÚĽʦˌ���d] 
·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦˌ���ˍʫʦ�÷ÚĽÚʦď·şĽʦÐĝĖÐÚĹĖÚÖʦÐ·ďďûĖðʦïĝĹʦĽ·ĖÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĶĹÚ·Ö-
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ûĖðʦĝïʦ ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦ ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦ ïĝĹÐÚĽʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦ
forces and also calling for ‘obstruction of their use.’ The same day the bills were approved 
by the Federation Council and signed by the President in the evening. The amendments came 
ûĖŅĝʦïĝĹÐÚʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ŅÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʬʦʎʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʋʋʫ
These laws have become a symbol both of the new repressive wartime legislation and of the per-
ĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝʦÖûĽ·ðĹÚÚʦşûŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·ððĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦş·Ĺʫʦ EĖʦĕ·ĖťʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ ·ʦ Ş·ĹûÚŅťʦ
of other criminal laws have been used for the same purpose.
The outbreak of war was accompanied by mass protests throughout the country which were 
unlawfully dispersed by the authorities. Many participants in the protests have been prosecut-
ed for administrative offences; some have been prosecuted for criminal offences.
The war caused the mass displacement of hundreds of thousands of people. Many Russians left 
Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹťʦûĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚďťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʬʦÚŞÚĖʦĕĝĹÚʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚÐĹÚÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅûĖðʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ
Also refugees and forcibly displaced persons from Ukraine arrived on Russian territory.
�ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʦïĝĹĕĽʦĝïʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦÐďÚ·ĹďťʦĶĹÚŞ·ûďÚÖʦĝŞÚĹʦŞûĝďÚĖŅʦĝĖÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ĖʦûĖ-
crease in various forms of violent resistance to the authorities.

1.8. Statistics 
�Ľʦĝïʦʌʊʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦÐĝĖŅ·ûĖÚÖʭ

• 122 political prisoners on the ‘general’ list;
• 391 political prisoners on the ‘religious’ list.

�ĽʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖÚÖʦ·ÏĝŞÚʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅĽʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚʦĝĖďťʦ·ʦĕûĖûĕŊĕʦÚĽŅûĕ·ŅÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦŞûÐŅûĕĽʦ
ĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ ĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦ ïĹĝĕʦÐ÷·ĖðÚĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŅĹÚĖÖĽʦ ûŅʦ ûĽʦĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦ ŅĝʦÖĹ·şʦÐĝĖÐďŊĽûĝĖĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ
the increasing severity of the Russian political regime in recent years (see Table 1.1).
EĖʦď·ŅÚʦʋʉʊʍʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦÖÚÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅďťʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĕĖÚĽŅťʦ
·ĖÖʦĶ·ĹÖĝĖĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŞÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝÐ÷ûʦdďťĕĶûÐĽʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦĽûĖÐÚʦŅ÷ÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ
ĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦ÷·ĽʦĽŅÚ·ÖûďťʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹ·ĶûÖûŅťʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦðĹĝşŅ÷ʦÚŤÐďŊÖÚĽʦ·ĖťʦÚŤĶď·Ė·ŅûĝĖʦĹÚ-
ď·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚŅ÷ĝÖĝďĝðťʦŊĽÚÖʦÏťʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦûĖʦÐĝĕĶûďûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅĽʫʦ�ûĖÐÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚðûĖĖûĖðʦĝïʦʋʉʊʎʬʦ
the total number of political prisoners has increased almost tenfold. The list of those deprived 
of liberty for the exercise of the right to freedom of religion has grown at a particularly rapid 
rate (this is explained by the ‘conveyor belt’ of cases against Hizb ut-Tahrir and RÚ÷ĝŞ·÷˓Ľ Wit-
nesses.) 
In 2022 we note the emergence of a new ‘conveyor belt’ of cases under articles of the Russian 
�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦˌ���] that enable prosecution for criticism of the invasion of Ukraine.
�÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ðÚĖÚĹ·ď˓ʦďûĽŅʦ÷·ĽʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦÚŞÚĹʦï·ĽŅÚĹʬʦĝŞÚĹŅ·ČûĖðʦĶĹÚ-
vious rates of growth. A total of 74 people were included in the general list of political prisoners 
ûĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦŅ·ČûĖðʦûĖŅĝʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʬʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦÏťʦʌʒʫ
EĖʦʋʉʋʊʬʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹûĕ·ĹûďťʦĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ûĽʦŅÚ·ĕʬʦ
·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦûĖʦ÷ûĽʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʫʦEĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ûĽʦŅĹÚĖÖʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦŊĖŅûďʦ�ŊĽĽû·˓ĽʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ
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on 24 February. The new stream of political prisoners is linked to prosecution of the opponents 
of the war.
The ‘religious’ list for 2022 included 107 new prisoners.

Table 1.1. The number of political prisoners in the Russian Federation in 2015-2022 
ˁÖ·Ņ·ʟ·ĹÚʟðûŞÚĖʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟÏÚðûĖĖûĖðʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĹÚĽĶÚÐŅûŞÚʟťÚ·ĹĽ˂

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 as of 31 De-
cember 2022

General list 36 40 52 46 53 63 61 83 122

Religious list 10 10 50 84 167 245 287 343 391

Total 46 50 102 130 220 308 348 426 513

***

EĖʦ ĝŊĹʦ ĝŞÚĹŞûÚşʦ ĹÚĶĝĹŅʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ûĽʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ņ÷ûĹÖʦ ïĝďďĝşûĖðʦ ĝĖʦ ïĹĝĕʦ Ľûĕûď·Ĺʦ ĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦ ïĝĹʦ2018-2019 
and 2021ʬʦşÚʦ Öĝʦ ĖĝŅʦ Ðď·ûĕʦ Ņĝʦ ïŊďďťʦ ÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚʦ ·ďďʦ ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ ĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ŅĝĝČʦ Ķď·ÐÚʦ ûĖʦ ʋʉʋʋʫʦ
AĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦşÚʦŅĹťʦŅĝʦĹÚŲÚÐŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦĶĹĝĕûĖÚĖŅʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚʦ·ĖʦĝŞÚĹŞûÚşʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŞ·ĹûÚŅťʬʦĖ·ŅŊĹÚʬʦĶŊĹĶĝĽÚĽʬʦĽÐĝĶÚʬʦŅĝĝďĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ·ĹðÚŅĽʦĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʬʦĶĹûĕ·ĹûďťʦûĖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ
Ð·ĽÚĽʬʦ Ņ÷·ŅʦðûŞÚʦĽûðĖĽʦĝïʦÏÚûĖðʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʬʦðĹĝŊĖÖďÚĽĽʦ·ĖÖʦŊĖď·şïŊďʫʦ�ďÚ·Ĺďťʬʦĕ·Ėťʦ
ĽĶÚÐûűÐʦ ûĖĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦ ïÚ·ŅŊĹÚĽʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦşĝŊďÖʦ
·ďďĝşʦ Ņ÷Úĕʦ Ņĝʦ ÏÚʦ Ðď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ ĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦ ÖûïïÚĹÚĖŅʦ ĽÚÐŅûĝĖĽʫʦ EĖʦ Ņ÷ÚĽÚʦ Ð·ĽÚĽʬʦşÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦĶĹĝŞû-
sionally assigned them to one section on the basis of the aspect of the prosecution that seems 
ŅĝʦŊĽʦĕĝĽŅʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʫʦ

https://memopzk.org/analytics/politicheskie-repressii-i-politzaklyuchyonnye-v-rossii-v-2018-2019-godah/
https://memopzk.org/analytics/politzaklyuchyonnye-i-politicheskie-repressii-v-rossii-v-2021-godu/
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2.1. Russia’s war against Ukraine 
as the context for repression 
in Russia and annexed Crimea 
�÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦŅĹťûĖðʦŅĝʦ÷ÚďĶʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʬʦ
ĝĹʦĽûĕĶďťʦĹÚïŊĽûĖðʦŅĝʦűð÷ŅʬʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦĹÚĽÚĕÏďÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĹÚʦĝĹʦďÚĽĽʦŊĽŊ·ďʦŅťĶÚʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚĶĹÚĽ-
sion in which the authorities target their opponents. The authoritarian regime’s external ag-
ðĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ÷·Ľʦ·ʦÖĝŊÏďÚ˂ÚÖðÚÖʦûĕĶ·ÐŅʦûĖĽûÖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹťʭʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦŅÚĹĹĝĹʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦÐûŞûďʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʦûĽʦĶ·ĹŅʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʦûĖʦŅŊĹĖʦðûŞÚĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦĖÚşʦĹÚ-
ĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚïĝĹÚʬʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦşÚʦĕĝŞÚʦĝĖʦŅĝʦ·ʦÖÚĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ÐŅŊ·ďʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦĶĹĝĽ-
ÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦĝĶĶĝĖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʬʦşÚʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚʦ÷ĝşʦŅ÷ûĽʦş·ĹʦÖÚŞÚďĝĶÚÖʬʦ÷ĝşʦûŅʦş·ĽʦĉŊĽŅûűÚÖʦ
and how the authorities seek to manage society through propaganda and suppression of dissent.

ʋʫʊʫʊʫʦ˒$ûð÷Ņʦ«Ú·ĹĽ ʭ˓ʦŅ÷ÚʦĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖʦïĹĝĕʦ
February 2014 to February 2022 

EʟČĖĝşʟÚŤ·ÐŅďťʟş÷·ŅʟČûĖÖʟĝïʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʟşĝŊďÖʟĽ·ŅûĽïťʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟ·ĖÖʟ}ŊŅûĖʠʾʟ·ʟĖĝĖʻûĖ-
ÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʟÖûÐŅ·ŅĝĹĽ÷ûĶʤʟ�ŊÐ÷ʟ·ĽʟŅĝÖ·ťˌĽʟ�Úď·ĹŊĽʥʟş÷ÚĹÚʟŅ÷ÚʟŞĝûÐÚʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĝĶĶĹÚĽĽÚÖʟ
ĶÚĝĶďÚʟûĽʟĖĝŅʟ÷Ú·ĹÖʤʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟÏ·ĽÚĽʥʟ÷ŊðÚʟÚÐĝĖĝĕûÐʟÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖÐÚʥʟÐŊďŅŊĹ·ďʟ
·ĖÖʟďûĖðŊûĽŅûÐʟ�ŊĽĽûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʤʤʤ [1]

 —  Ales Bialiatski,  
Belarusian political prisoner and Nobel Peace Prize winner. From a speech read 
Ïťʦ÷ûĽʦşûïÚʬʦ^·Ņ·ďť·ʦ}ûĖÐ÷ŊČʬʦ·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ^ĝÏÚďʦ}Ú·ÐÚʦ}ĹûŭÚʦ·ş·ĹÖʦÐÚĹÚĕĝĖťʫ

Background to the Russian aggression
EĖʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʊʍʬʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʦĝïʦÐûŞûÐʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦûĖʦTťûŞ˓Ľʦĕ·ûĖʦĽĸŊ·ĹÚʬʦ]·ûÖ·Ėʦ^Úŭ·ďÚŭ÷ĖĝĽŅûʬʦ
ÚĖÖÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÐŅĝĹťʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅÚĹĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦĹÚĽûðĖûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŲûð÷ŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅ÷ÚĖʦ
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych to Russia. The confrontation on the Maidan with 
Ņ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦÏÚð·Ėʦ ûĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʊʌʬʦ ·ïŅÚĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦ ĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĶĹÚĶ·-
rations for the signing of an Association Agreement with the European Union. The abrupt 

1 The ĝĹûðûĖ·ďʦ �Úď·ĹŊĽû·Ėʦ ĹÚ·ÖĽʭʦ ˒ƨ ǼǳȆȈǳǼȊǳʟ ǵǽǼǳȥʥʟ ȦȆǳȦʟ ƒȆȍǳȡȊǳʟ ȁǳǼǳǵǳȈșȊȦȈǳʟ Ǵ ƏǳȎǽȥʟ ȡ ƎȐȕȡȊǳʠ ʾʟ
ȊǽȎǳȉǳȎȏȋȃȊǳȦʟǼȚȆȏǳȏȐȍǳʤʟƑǳȆǳȦʥʟȦȆ ȎǿȊȊȦȖȊȦȦʟŶǽȈǳȍȐȎșʥʟǼȁǽ ȊǽʠȔȐǵǳȕșʟǶȋȈǳȎȐʟȌȍȚǼȐȖǳȊǳǶǳʟȊǳȍȋǼȐʤʟ
ƏǳȎǽȃȎȆȡȦʟǵǳȃȎȆȋǵȚȦʟǴǳȁȚʥʟǵǽȈȡȔȠȁȊǳȦʟȠȆǳȊǳȉȡȔȊǳȦʟȁǳȈǽȀȊǳȎȕșʥʟȆȐȈșȏȐȍȊǳȦʟȡ ȉȋȑȊǳȦʟȍȐȎȡȒȡȆǳȕȚȦʨ’ 
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Ð÷·ĖðÚʦĝïʦÐĝŊĹĽÚʦĕĝĽŅʦ ďûČÚďťʦÐ·ĕÚʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĽŊďŅʦĝïʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦïĹĝĕʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦşûĽ÷ÚÖʦ
ŅĝʦĽÚÚʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚ˓Ľʦ·ÐÐÚĽĽûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽŅĝĕĽʦ�ĖûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ$ŊĹ·Ľû·Ėʦ$ÐĝĖĝĕûÐʦ�ĖûĝĖʦˌEAEU]ʦ̩ ʋˍʬʦ
·ĖÖʦĽĶÚÐûűÐ·ďďťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ«·ĖŊČĝŞťÐ÷˓ĽʦĕÚÚŅûĖðĽʦşûŅ÷ʦ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʦ}ŊŅûĖʫ
The violent dispersal of several hundred supporters of European integration led to hundreds 
ĝïʦ Ņ÷ĝŊĽ·ĖÖĽʦ ĉĝûĖûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʬʦ ÖûĽĽ·ŅûĽűÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ďÚŞÚďʦ ĝïʦ ÐĝĹĹŊĶŅûĝĖʬʦ ĽĝÐû·ďʦ ûĖĉŊĽŅûÐÚʦ
and the country’s slide towards authoritarianism. Their demands included the resignation 
of the president and government.
�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦĶĝĹŅĹ·ťÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĹÚŞĝďŊŅûĝĖʦ·Ľʦ·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦŊĶĹûĽûĖðʦĝïʦ˒^·ŭûĽʬ˓ʦ·ďďÚð-
ÚÖďťʦĝÏĽÚĽĽÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦď·ĖðŊ·ðÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦĕĝÐČÚÖʦ$ŊĹĝĶÚ·ĖʦŞ·ďŊÚĽʬʦ
reducing them to LGBT rights.

The Annexation of Crimea
�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦĶĝĹŅĹ·ťÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĹÚŞĝďŊŅûĝĖʦ·Ľʦ·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦŊĶĹûĽûĖðʦĝïʦ˒^·ŭûĽʬ˓ʦ·ďďÚð-
ÚÖďťʦĝÏĽÚĽĽÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦď·ĖðŊ·ðÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦĕĝÐČÚÖʦ$ŊĹĝĶÚ·ĖʦŞ·ďŊÚĽʬʦ
reducing them to LGBT rights.
9Ĺĝĕʦʋʋʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʊʍʬʦŅşĝʦÖ·ťĽʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ$ŊĹĝĕ·ûÖ·ĖʦŞûÐŅĝĹťʬʦĕÚĖʦûĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦŊĖûïĝĹĕʦÏŊŅʦşûŅ÷-
ĝŊŅʦûÖÚĖŅûïťûĖðʦûĖĽûðĖû·ʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹʦûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦĽÚûŭûĖðʦĽŅĹ·ŅÚðûÐʦï·ÐûďûŅûÚĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĖûĖĽŊď·ʦ
·ĖÖʦ�ÚŞ·ĽŅĝĶĝďʫʦdĖʦʊʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷Úʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ�ĝŊĖÐûďʦĝïűÐû·ďďťʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŭÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
·ĹĕťʦĝĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŅûĕÚʦÖÚĖûÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞĝďŞÚĕÚĖŅʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖðĝûĖðʦĝÐÐŊĶ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦdĖʦʍʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ}ŊŅûĖʦannounced 
Ņ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦĕÚĖʦ ûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦşÚĹÚʦ ďĝÐ·ďʦĽÚďï˂ÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦïĝĹÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ
uniforms could be bought in shops.
dĖʦ ʊʏʦ ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ ·ʦ ĹÚïÚĹÚĖÖŊĕʦ ĝĖʦ �ĹûĕÚ·ʦ ĉĝûĖûĖðʦ �ŊĽĽû·ʦ ş·Ľʦ ÷ÚďÖʫʦ �÷Úʦ ŞĝŅÚʦ ş·Ľʦ ûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʦ
by the Supreme Council of Crimea after the region had been seized by armed men. Organis-
ers of the referendum announced that almost 97 percent of those who voted favoured join-
ûĖðʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦĝĖʦ·ĖʦʑʉʦĶÚĹÐÚĖŅʦŅŊĹĖĝŊŅʫʦdĖʦʊʑʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ}ŊŅûĖʦĽûðĖÚÖʦ·ʦŅĹÚ·Ņťʦ·ÐÐÚĶŅûĖðʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦ
·ĖÖʦ�ÚŞ·ĽŅĝĶĝďʦ ûĖŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ�ďĹÚ·ÖťʦûĖʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐďťʦacknowledged that 
‘ÏÚ÷ûĖÖʟŅ÷ÚʟÏ·ÐČĽʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĽÚďïʻÖÚïÚĖÐÚʟïĝĹÐÚĽʟûĖʟ�ĹûĕÚ·ʥʟĝïʟÐĝŊĹĽÚʥʟŅ÷ÚĹÚʟşÚĹÚʟĝŊĹʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟĶÚĹĽĝĖ-
nelʫ˓ʦ�ŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʬʦ÷ÚʦĽ·ûÖʦĝĖʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦĝĖÚʦĝÐÐ·ĽûĝĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ÷·ÖʦĽÚÐŊĹÚÖʦ
the referendum.
The annexation of Crimea undoubtedly marked the beginning of Russian military aggression 
·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ ĽĝŞÚĹÚûðĖʦ �ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ ^ÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÖÚĽûĹÚʬʦ ĶĝĽŅŊď·ŅÚÖʦ Ïťʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʦ ĝïʦ ·ĖĖÚŤ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ĉĝĹûŅťʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ĖʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦŅĝʦĉĝûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦĖĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚď·ŅûŞÚďťʦďĝşʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÐ·ĽŊ·ďŅûÚĽʬʦ
ĖĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÏĽÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ÷ĝĽŅûďûŅûÚĽʬʦÐ·ĖʦďÚðûŅûĕûĽÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ�÷ÚʦĽĝ˂Ð·ďďÚÖʦĹÚïÚĹÚĖÖŊĕʬʦ
ÚŞÚĖʦûïʦŅ÷ÚʦŞĝŅÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝŊĖŅÚÖʦ÷ĝĖÚĽŅďťʬʦûĽʦĖŊďďʦ·ĖÖʦŞĝûÖʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦûŅʦş·Ľʦ÷ÚďÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦĝÐÐŊĶ·ŅûĝĖʦ
and does not comply with Ukrainian or international law.

2 The Customs Union of the Eurasian Economic Union is an association of countries with some common rules 
on Ņ·Ť·ŅûĝĖʬʦÚŤĶĝĹŅʦ·ĖÖ import of ðĝĝÖĽʬʦ·ĖÖ labour migration. Today the �ŊĽŅĝĕĽʦ�ĖûĝĖʦûĖÐďŊÖÚĽʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ
�Úď·ĹŊĽʬʦT·ŭ·Č÷ĽŅ·Ėʬʦ�ĹĕÚĖû·ʦ·ĖÖ TťĹðťŭĽŅ·Ėʫʦ$ŊĹĝĶÚ·ĖʦĝïűÐû·ďĽʦĹÚĶÚ·ŅÚÖďťʦĽ·ûÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚ˓Ľ member-
ship in the Customs Union would hinder its European integration. 

https://www.mk.ru/politics/article/2014/03/04/993618-putin-i-ukraina-presskonferentsiya-polnyiy-tekst.html
www.kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/20796/work
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�ʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ĽĝÐûÚŅťʦ ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·ĖĖÚŤ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ 
Levada Centreʬʦ ʑʑʦ ĶÚĹÐÚĖŅʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦ ĽŊĹŞÚťÚÖʦşÚĹÚʦ ûĖʦ ï·ŞĝŊĹʦ ĝïʦ ·ĖĖÚŤûĖðʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦ ûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦ
ʋʉʊʍʫʦ�÷ûĽʦűðŊĹÚʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦï·ďďʦÏÚďĝşʦʑʍʦĶÚĹÐÚĖŅʦŊĶʦŅĝʦ·ĖÖʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ}ŊŅûĖ˓Ľʦ·ĶĶĹĝŞ·ďʦĹ·ŅûĖðʬʦ
ş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷·ÖʦĽŅÚ·ÖûďťʦÖÚÐďûĖÚÖʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʉʉʑʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚ·Ð÷ÚÖʦ·ʦ÷ûĽŅĝĹûÐʦďĝşʦûĖʦʋʉʊʌʬʦrose from 57 percent 
in March 2013 to 71 percent in March 2014.

‘Hybrid’ war in south-east Ukraine
EĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʊʍʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦ÷ÚďÖʦûĖʦ ĝĖÚŅĽČʬʦWŊ÷·ĖĽČʬʦT÷·ĹČûŞʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʦûĖʦĽĝŊŅ÷˂Ú·ĽŅʦ
Ukraine. Participants included both those who demanded increased autonomy for the Ukraini-
·ĖʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹ·ĖŅûĖðʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅŊĽʦĝïʦ·ʦĽÚÐĝĖÖʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦď·ĖðŊ·ðÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝʦĹÚ-
fused to recognise the post-revolutionary Ukrainian government and sought secession from 
the country.
dĖʦʏʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦĶĹĝ˂�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĹ·ďďûÚĽʦÏÚð·ĖʦĽÚûŭûĖðʦďĝÐ·ďʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝ-
ďûÐÚʦ ĽŅ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ ûĖʦ ĝĖÚŅĽČʬʦ WŊ÷·ĖĽČʬʦT÷·ĹČûŞʦ ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ ÐûŅûÚĽʬʦ ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦ ʐʦ�ĶĹûďʦ Ņ÷ÚťʦĶĹĝÐď·ûĕÚÖʦ
˒ĶÚĝĶďÚ˓ĽʦĹÚĶŊÏďûÐĽʫ˓ʦ�÷Úʦ˒T÷·ĹČûŞʦ}ÚĝĶďÚ˓Ľʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐ˓ʦď·ĽŅÚÖʦ·ʦïÚşʦ÷ĝŊĹĽʫʦ�÷ĝĹŅďťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·-
ŅûĽŅĽʦĽÚûŭÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĽĶÚÐû·ďʦïĝĹÐÚĽʦĽŅĝĹĕÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʫʦEĖʦŅŊĹĖʬʦ
ïĝďďĝşûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚûŭŊĹÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĝşĖʦĝïʦ�ďĝŞť·ĖĽČʦÏťʦ·ʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÖÚŅ·Ð÷ĕÚĖŅʦďÚÖʦÏťʦEʫʦ:ûĹČûĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝ˂
Ð·ďďÚÖʦĶÚĝĶďÚ˓ĽʦĹÚĶŊÏďûÐĽʦĶĹĝÐď·ûĕÚÖʦûĖʦ ĝĖÚŅĽČʦˌ ^�ˍʦ·ĖÖʦWŊ÷·ĖĽČʦˌW^�] were able to take 
control of these cities and launch combat operations against the Ukrainian army.
dĖʦʊʊʦ]·ťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĽŅĽʦ÷ÚďÖʦ˒ĹÚïÚĹÚĖÖŊĕĽ˓ʦĝĖʦûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖÐÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹŅĽʦĝïʦ ĝĖÚŅĽČʦ·ĖÖʦWŊ-
hansk regions under their control. It was not only Ukraine and the vast majority of other coun-
ŅĹûÚĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚʦŅ÷Úʦ ^�ʦ·ĖÖʦW^�ʫʦ�ĖŅûďʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĽĝŞÚĹÚûðĖŅťʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦĝïűÐû·ďďťʦ
recognised by Russia either. Despite a requestʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ ^�ʬʦ ÚĖûĽʦ}ŊĽ÷ťďûĖʬʦŅĝʦ·ÖĕûŅʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦĽÚďï˂ĶĹĝÐď·ûĕÚÖʦ˒ĽŅ·ŅÚ˓ʦ·ĽʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅ˓ĽʦĶĹÚĽĽʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦûĖʦ]·ťʦʋʉʊʍʦďûĕûŅÚÖʦ
itself to statements about ‘ĹÚĽĶÚÐŅʟ ïĝĹʟ Ņ÷ÚʟÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʟĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟşûďďʟĝïʟ Ņ÷ÚʟĶĝĶŊď·ŅûĝĖʟĝïʟWŊ÷·ĖĽČʟ
·ĖÖʟ ĝĖÚŅĽČʟĹÚðûĝĖĽ.’
 ÚĽĶûŅÚʦ ĝïűÐû·ďʦ ÖÚÐď·Ĺ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ûŅʦş·Ľʦ ĖĝŅʦ ·ʦ Ķ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ ûĖʦ ĽĝŊŅ÷˂Ú·ĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ
there is much evidence that Russia supplied the separatists with weapons and military equip-
ĕÚĖŅʬʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅÚÖʦÐĝĕÏ·Ņ·ĖŅĽʦŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶ·ûÖʦŅ÷ÚĕʦĹÚĕŊĖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ
·ĖÖʦď·ŅÚĹʦĽÚĖŅʦĹÚðŊď·Ĺʦ·ĹĕťʦŊĖûŅĽʦŅĝʦűð÷ŅʦûĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʫʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ÷·ĽʦÖÚĖûÚÖʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ·ĽĽûĽ-
Ņ·ĖÐÚʬʦ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦ·ŅʦŅûĕÚĽʦ·ÖĕûŅŅûĖðʦŅ÷·Ņʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦ˒ĝĖʦďÚ·ŞÚ˓ʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦűð÷ŅûĖðʦ
ĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽûÖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĽŅĽʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʦÏťʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĽŅʦűðŊĹÚĽʬʦŅÚĽŅûĕĝĖûÚĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽ-
Ľû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦÐ·ĶŅŊĹÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʬʦ·ĖÖʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽĕʦ
÷·ŞÚʦÐĝĖűĹĕÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤûĽŅÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʫʦ�÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦĖĝŅĝĹûĝŊĽʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦĽŊĶĶďť-
ûĖðʦ ^�ʦűð÷ŅÚĹĽʦşûŅ÷ʦşÚ·ĶĝĖĽʦş·ĽʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊČʦĽŊĹï·ÐÚ˂Ņĝ˂·ûĹʦĕûĽĽûďÚʦĽťĽŅÚĕʫʦEĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷Úʦ ûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ
�ĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦ�÷ÚʦA·ðŊÚʦĹŊďÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊČʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĽ÷ĝŅʦÖĝşĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝÚûĖðʦʐʐʐʦĶ·ĽĽÚĖðÚĹʦĉÚŅďûĖÚĹʦŲûð÷Ņʦ
MH17 in 2014 had been brought to Donetsk region from Russia and then taken back there.

The Boeing-777 disaster in Donetsk region 
On 17 July 2014, a Ķ·ĽĽÚĖðÚĹʟ·ûĹďûĖÚĹʟŅĹ·ŞÚďďûĖðʟïĹĝĕʟ�ĕĽŅÚĹÖ·ĕʟŅĝ Kuala Lumpur 
ÐĹ·Ľ÷ÚÖʟĖÚ·ĹʟŅ÷Ú ÐûŅťʟĝï �ĝĹÚŭʟûĖ Donetsk region. All 298 people on Ïĝ·ĹÖʟşÚĹÚʟČûďďÚÖʤʟ
The ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʟş·Ľ ďÚÖ by a RĝûĖŅʟEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʟ�Ú·ĕʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʟĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʟ
from Australia, Belgium, Malaysia, the ^ÚŅ÷ÚĹď·ĖÖĽʟ·ĖÖ �ČĹ·ûĖÚʤʟ�÷ÚťʟÐĝĖÐďŊÖÚÖʟŅ÷·Ņʟ

https://www.levada.ru/2021/04/26/krym/
https://www.levada.ru/2014/04/16/vladimir-putin-otnoshenie-i-doverie/
https://ria.ru/20140512/1007507367.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20140512233613/http:/www.interfax.ru/russia/375776
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the �ĝÚûĖðʟ÷·Ö ÏÚÚĖʟĽ÷ĝŅʟÖĝşĖʟÏť űð÷ŅÚĹĽʟïĹĝĕʟŅ÷Ú Donetsk People’s �ÚĶŊÏďûÐʥʟĶĹÚĽŊĕ·-
bly mistaking it for a Ukrainian An-26 military transport plane.

Detailed reviews of the evidence of Russian involvement in the war in south-east Ukraine 
ĽûĖÐÚʦʋʉʊʍʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦ ïĝŊĖÖʦ ûĖʦĕ·ĖťʦĽĝŊĹÐÚĽʬʦ ûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦ ˒Putin. Warʬ˓ʦÏÚðŊĖʦÏťʦ�ĝĹûĽʦ
Nemtsov and completed by his associates; ‘Hiding in }ď·ûĖʦ �ûð÷Ņʭʦ }ŊŅûĖ˓Ľ War in Ukraine’ʦ̩ ʌˍ; 
·ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĕÚĹûÐ·ĖʦĖĝĖ˂ĶĹĝűŅʦ�Ņď·ĖŅûÐʦ�ĝŊĖÐûďʮʦ˒EĖűďŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦEĖĽŅĹŊÐŅûĝĖʬʦEĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʭʦ�ŊĽ-
sia’s War in the Donbass’ʦ̩ ʍˍ by Nikolai Mitrokhin; and ‘Russian Forces in Ukraine’ʦ̩ ʎˍ by Igor Sutyagin.
�ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ ûĖŞĝďŞÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ ûĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦş·Ľʦ·ĖʦĝĶÚĖʦĽÚÐĹÚŅʬʦ
the Russian authorities did not dare to openly invade Donetsk and Luhansk regions in 2014. 
�ʦ ˒÷ĝŅʬ˓ʦ ˒ĹÚ·ď˓ʦş·ĹʦşĝŊďÖʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ ĽÚĹûĝŊĽďťʦ ûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĹûĽČĽʦ ĝïʦ ŅĝŊð÷ÚĹʦ Ľ·ĖÐŅûĝĖĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÷ÚĖÐÚʦ
·ĖʦÚÐĝĖĝĕûÐʦÐĹûĽûĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÐĝŊďÖʦ ûĖʦ ŅŊĹĖʦ÷·ŞÚʦ ďÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ·ʦÖĹĝĶʦ ûĖʦ}ŊŅûĖ˓Ľʦ Ĺ·ŅûĖðĽʬʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ÷·ÖʦĝĖďťʦ
ĹÚÐÚĖŅďťʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʬʦûĖĽûÖÚʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚĸŊûĹÚÖʦ·ʦĕŊÐ÷ʦ÷ûð÷ÚĹʦďÚŞÚďʦĝïʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦÐÚĖĽĝĹĽ÷ûĶʬʦ
and control over the media and civil society than existed in 2014.
�ÐŅûŞÚʦÏďĝĝÖťʦűð÷ŅûĖðʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĕĕÚĹʦĝïʦʋʉʊʍʫʦ�ťʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʦ
÷·Öʦĕ·Ė·ðÚÖʦŅĝʦďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚʦ·ʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦĽÚûŭÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĽŅĽʬʦ
but subsequently the armed groups of the ‘people’s republics’ launched a counter-offensive. 
There is every reason to believe that it was in August that Russian army units began to be sys-
ŅÚĕ·ŅûÐ·ďďťʦŊĽÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʫʦEĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʬʦŅ÷ûĽʦďÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÐûĹÐďÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦÖÚ·Ņ÷ʦĝïʦ·ʦď·ĹðÚʦĖŊĕ-
ÏÚĹʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʦĖÚ·ĹʦEďĝŞ·ûĽČʬʦ·ĖÖʬʦûĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦĶĹĝ˂�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦïĝĹÐÚĽʦð·ûĖÚÖʦ·ʦïĝĝŅ÷ĝďÖʦ
on the coast of the Sea of Azov.
EĖʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ ÐÚ·ĽÚűĹÚʦş·Ľʦ ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅÚÖʦĝĖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÏ·ĽûĽʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ]ûĖĽČʦ}ĹĝŅĝÐĝďʦ ·ðĹÚÚÖʦ
ÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĽŅĽʫʦ^ÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦ űð÷ŅûĖðʦĝŞÚĹʦ
 ĝĖÚŅĽČʦ·ûĹĶĝĹŅʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦŊĖŅûďʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûÖÖďÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦşûĖŅÚĹʦĝïʦʋʉʊʎʬʦş÷ÚĖʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʦĝïʦÏ·Ņ-
ŅďÚʬʦ ûŅʦ Ð·ĕÚʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝĖŅĹĝďʦ ĝïʦ ^�ʦ ïĝĹÐÚĽʫʦ �÷ÚʦşûĖŅÚĹʦ Ľ·şʦ ·ʦ ĖÚşʦÚĽÐ·ď·ŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦş·Ĺʫʦ
It was against this background that the second Minsk agreement (Minsk II) was concluded.

Temporary de-escalation of military hostilities in south-
east Ukraine 
EĖʦ 9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦ ʋʉʊʎʬʦ Ņ·ďČĽʦ ·ð·ûĖʦ ŅĝĝČʦ Ķď·ÐÚʦ ûĖʦ]ûĖĽČʬʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦ ŅûĕÚʦ şûŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ķ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ :ÚĹ-
ĕ·Ėʦ·ĖÖʦ9ĹÚĖÐ÷ʦďÚ·ÖÚĹĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦĹÚĽŊďŅʦş·ĽʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚÐĝĖÖʦ]ûĖĽČʦ�ðĹÚÚĕÚĖŅʬʦĽûðĖÚÖʦÏťʦĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ-
·ŅûŞÚĽʦ ĝïʦ �ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦdĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ ïĝĹʦ �ÚÐŊĹûŅťʦ ·ĖÖʦ�ĝĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ ûĖʦ $ŊĹĝĶÚʦ ˈd��$ˉʦ
and the self-proclaimed ‘republics.’
�÷ÚʦĖÚşʦ·ðĹÚÚĕÚĖŅʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦïĝĹʦ·ĖʦûĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚʦÐÚ·ĽÚűĹÚʦïĹĝĕʦʊʎʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦşûŅ÷ÖĹ·ş·ďʦĝïʦ÷Ú·Şťʦ
weapons to 70 km from the line of contact and monitoring by the OSCE of these requirements. 
Other points of the agreement included the reintegration of the territories seized by the sepa-
Ĺ·ŅûĽŅĽʦûĖŅĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚ˓ĽʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĽĶ·ÐÚʬʦş÷ûďÚʦÚŤĶ·ĖÖûĖðʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ·ŊŅĝĖĝĕťʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐÚ·ĽÚűĹÚʦ·ĖÖʦşûŅ÷-
drawal of weapons actually began on 21 February. 

3 For a �ŊĽĽû·ĖʦŅĹ·ĖĽď·ŅûĝĖʬʦĽÚÚʭʦ˔ƎȍȦȔǳȎșʦȐ ǵȎǽȓʦȊǳ ǶȈǳȁǳȓʫʦŷȋȃȊǳʦƎȐȏȂȊǳʦȌȍȋȏȂǵʦƒȆȍǳȂȊȚ». 
4 Published in the RĝŊĹĖ·ďʦĝï Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics and Society (2015). 
5 Published by the Royal United Services Institute of Great Britain. 

https://www.putin-itogi.ru/putin-voina/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/HPS_English.pdf
https://spps-jspps.autorenbetreuung.de/files/07-mitrokhin.pdf
https://spps-jspps.autorenbetreuung.de/files/07-mitrokhin.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20210111112810/https:/rusi.org/sites/default/files/201503_bp_russian_forces_in_ukraine.pdf
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/HPS_Russian.pdf
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9ĹĝĕʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅûĕÚʦŊĖŅûďʦ�ŊĽĽû·˓Ľʦ ïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦ ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ ûĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦşÚĹÚʦ ûĖŅÚĹĕûŅŅÚĖŅʦ
ĽČûĹĕûĽ÷ÚĽʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹŅûÚĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÐĝĖŲûÐŅʫʦ^ÚðĝŅû·ŅûĝĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅďťʦĹÚĽŊĕÚÖʦ
in various formats. Ukraine and pro-Russian forces never reached a mutually acceptable reso-
lution concerning the political clauses of the agreement.
^ÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽÐ·ďÚʦ ĝïʦ ÷ĝĽŅûďûŅûÚĽʦ ĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅďťʦ ÖûĕûĖûĽ÷ÚÖʫʦ �ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ dïűÐÚʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�^ʦAûð÷ʦ�ĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖÚĹʦïĝĹʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦˌdA�A�ˍʬʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦʊʍʦ�ĶĹûďʦʋʉʊʍʦ·ĖÖʦʌʊʦ Ú-
ÐÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊʬʦʊʍʬʋʉʉʦŅĝʦʊʍʬʍʉʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦČûďďÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦűð÷ŅûĖðʦûĖʦĽĝŊŅ÷˂Ú·ĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦûĖÐďŊÖ-
ûĖðʦ ʌʬʍʉʉʦ ÐûŞûďû·ĖĽʬʦ ʍʬʍʉʉʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ ·ĹĕÚÖʦ ïĝĹÐÚĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ŞĝďŊĖŅÚÚĹʦ Ï·ŅŅ·ďûĝĖĽʦ
·ĖÖʦʏʬʎʉʉʦş÷ĝʦïĝŊð÷ŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĽŅʦĽûÖÚʫʦ�ÚŅşÚÚĖʦʌʐʬʉʉʉʦ·ĖÖʦʌʒʬʉʉʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦşĝŊĖÖ-
ÚÖʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦʐʬʉʉʉ˂ʒʬʉʉʉʦÐûŞûďû·ĖĽʫʦ]Ú·Ėş÷ûďÚʬʦ ûĖʦʋʉʊʍʬʦʋʬʉʑʍʦÐûŞûďû·ĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦČûďďÚÖʦˈûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ
Ķ·ĽĽÚĖðÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĝşĖÚÖʦ]·ď·ťĽû·Ėʦ·ûĹďûĖÚĹˉʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦʏʊʦĶÚĹÐÚĖŅʦĝïʦ·ďďʦÐûŞûďû·ĖĽʦČûďďÚÖʦ
·ĽʦĝïʦʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚʦşÚĹÚʦʒʎʎʦÐûŞûďû·ĖʦÖÚ·Ņ÷ĽʦûĖʦʋʉʊʎʬʦʊʊʋʦûĖʦʋʉʊʏʬʦʊʊʐʦûĖʦʋʉʊʐʬʦʎʑʦûĖʦʋʉʊʑʬʦ
ʋʐʦûĖʦʋʉʊʒʬʦʋʏʦûĖʦʋʉʋʉʦ·ĖÖʦʋʎʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʫ
The DNR and LNR quasi-states continued to exist and control previously seized territories. 
The exclusion of these territories from the system of international law paved the way for wide-
spread terror by the ‘authorities of the republics’ against civilians suspected of disloyalty. The in-
ternational human rights organisation Human Rights Watch reported on this in 2014 in its ar-
ticle ‘�ČĹ·ûĖÚʭʦ�ÚÏÚďʦ9ĝĹÐÚĽʦ ÚŅ·ûĖʬʦ�ĝĹŅŊĹÚʦ�ûŞûďû·ĖĽʫ˓ʦEĖʦʋʉʊʒʬʦûĖʦ·ʦreport on the human rights 
situation in UkraineʬʦdA�A�ʦÖĹÚşʦ·ŅŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦĝïʦ·ĹÏûŅĹ·ĹťʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦĝïʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÚĽʦ
in the DNR and LNR and the fact that those detained were deprived of links with the outside 
şĝĹďÖʫʦ EĖʦ ʋʉʊʐ˂ʋʉʊʒʬʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦStanislav Aseev was detained in the Donetsk pris-
ĝĖʬʦ Eŭĝďť·ŅĽû·ʬʦ ĝĖʦÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦ÷ûĽʦ ĹÚďÚ·ĽÚʬʦ÷Úʦ ĽĶĝČÚʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʬʦ÷Ŋĕûďû·-
ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦĹ·ĶÚʦûĖŲûÐŅÚÖʦĝĖʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦˈïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦÚŤÐÚĹĶŅĽʦĝïʦ÷ûĽʦĹÚÐĝĹÖûĖðĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦ
by Radio Svoboda).

‘Victory Madness’: use of the memory of World War II  
to justify Russian aggression
EĖʦʋʉʊʍʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦÐĝĖĽûĽŅÚĖŅďťʦ ďûĖČʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹť˓ĽʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅʦ ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ
policy with the victory of the USSR in the Second World War. This was not limited to parallels 
with the invented narrative that ‘Nazis seized power in Ukraine’ or the labelling of supporters 
ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ]·ûÖ·Ėʦ ĹÚŞĝďŊŅûĝĖʦ ·Ľʦ ˒�·ĖÖÚĹûŅÚĽʬ˓ʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ûĽʦĕĝĽŅďťʦ ûĖ·ĶĶĹĝĶĹû·ŅÚʫʦ EĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦ
ĶûÐŅŊĹÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹďÖʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦş·ĽʦÐĝĖïĹĝĖŅÚÖʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦ·ĖÖʦĖĝŅʦĽĝʦĕŊÐ÷ʦÏťʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦĶĝĹŅĹ·ťÚÖʦ
·Ľʦ·ʦ˒ ĶŊĶĶÚŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ¥ÚĽŅʬ˓ʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦÏťʦ$ŊĹĝĶÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ���ʫʦ�÷ÚʦûÖÚ·ʦş·ĽʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ¥ÚĽŅʦ
·ĖÖʦÚĽĶÚÐû·ďďťʦ^��dʦş·ĖŅÚÖʦŅĝʦÖÚĽŅĹĝťʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹťʦ÷·ÖʦŅĝʦÚĕÚĹðÚʦŞûÐŅĝĹû-
ĝŊĽʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐĝĖïĹĝĖŅ·ŅûĝĖʬʦĉŊĽŅʦ·ĽʦŅ÷Úʦ����ʦ÷·ÖʦĝĖÐÚʦÚĕÚĹðÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÐŅĝĹʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ
Hitler’s Germany. The St. George’s Ribbonʦ̩ ʏˍʬʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦ·ʦĽťĕÏĝďʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚĕĝĹťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ:ĹÚ·Ņʦ
}·ŅĹûĝŅûÐʦ¥·Ĺʦˌ·ʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟŅÚĹĕʟŊĽÚÖʟŅĝʟÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚʟŅ÷Úʟ�ÚÐĝĖÖʟ¥ĝĹďÖʟ¥·ĹʠʾʟŅĹ·ĖĽʤˍʬʦ÷·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦÐĝĕÚʦ
to be used as a sign of support for modern Russian aggression.

6 The St. George’s Ribbon is a ribbon with alternating black and ĝĹ·ĖðÚʦĽŅĹûĶÚĽʬʦĽûĕûď·ĹʦŅĝ the ribbon that 
was used with the medal ‘For Victory over Germany in the Great Patriotic War 1941-1945.’ Since 2005 
it has been used in the former Soviet Union as a symbol of Victory Day. 

www.hrw.org/news/2014/08/28/ukraine-rebel-forces-detain-torture-civilians
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Countries/UA/ReportUkraine16Nov2018-15Feb2019_RU.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Countries/UA/ReportUkraine16Nov2018-15Feb2019_RU.pdf
https://www.svoboda.org/a/30435632.html
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The victory of the USSR in the Great Patriotic War had also in the past sometimes 
been used as an argument in favour of Stalinism and the Soviet regime in general. 
^ĝşʦ ûŅʦ ş·Ľʦ ÏÚûĖðʦ ÐĝĖĽûĽŅÚĖŅďťʦ ďûĖČÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ }ŊŅûĖ˓Ľʦ ·ððĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦ ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ ĶĝďûÐťʬʦĕûďûŅ·ĹûĽĕʬʦ ·Ė-
ti-Westernism and hypertrophied ‘patriotism.’

Repression of pro-Ukrainian sentiment in Russia  
and annexed Crimea
Immediately after the annexation of Crimea and the start of the ‘hybrid’ war in south-east 
�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦŅ·ĹðÚŅʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşûŅ÷ʦĶĹĝ˂�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦŞûÚşĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦ̩ ���] on extremist statements (Article 280 RCC and Ar-
ticle 282 RCC) and support for terrorism (Article 205.2 RCC) began to be actively used for this 
ĶŊĹĶĝĽÚʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦ·ĽʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ
ĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʭʦVadim Tiumentsevʬʦ·ʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦ�ĝĕĽČʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦ
colony on charges including inciting hatred against immigrants from Donetsk and Luhansk re-
gions; Igor Steninʬʦ·ʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦ�ĽŅĹ·Č÷·Ėʬʦş÷ĝʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦďĝş˂ĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝď-
ony for the phrase ‘ Ú·Ņ÷ʟŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟTĹÚĕďûĖʟĝÐÐŊĶûÚĹĽʩʟA·ĖÖĽʟĝïïʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʩ’; and Andrei BubeevʬʦĽÚĖ-
ŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅşĝʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʦûĖʦ·ʦďĝş˂ĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦïĝĹʬʦ·ĕĝĖðʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ûĖðĽʬʦ
·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĶĹĝ˂�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĶĝĽŅĽʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝïʦ·ÐŅŊ·ďʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦïĝĹʦŞÚĹÏ·ďʦ
support for Ukraine were relatively rare in 2014 and the following years. Other punishments 
ïĝĹʦĶĹĝ˂�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦ÷·ĖÖÚÖʦÖĝşĖʮʦïĝĹʦÖÚŅ·ûďĽʬʦĽÚÚʦ}·ĹŅʦʌʦĝïʦ}$^ʦ�ŊĽĽû·˓ĽʦĹÚ-
port ‘�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦʋʉʊʏ˂ʋʉʊʐʫʦ¤ûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖ State Restrictions on Freedom of $ŤĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦ9ĹÚÚÖĝĕʦ
of the }ĹÚĽĽʬʦ·ĖÖ Freedom of Artistic Creation.’
The authorities have also made use of the article on separatism (Article 280.1 RCC) intro-
ÖŊÐÚÖʦûĖŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦûĖʦď·ŅÚʦʋʉʊʌʫʦEĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚĕ·ĖÖʦŅĝʦĹÚŅŊĹĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦ
Ņĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ·ĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦ�·Ņ·Ĺʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ�·űĽʟT·Ľ÷·ĶĝŞʬʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚ-
nal colony for posts condemning Russian military aggression against Ukraine and other coun-
ŅĹûÚĽʬʦş·ĽʦÖÚűĖÚÖʦ·ĽʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĽĕʫʦTŊÏ·Ėʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦDarya Poliudova was found guilty of separa-
ŅûĽĕʦïĝĹʦŅĹťûĖðʦŅĝʦĝĹð·ĖûĽÚʦŅ÷Úʦ˒]·ĹÐ÷ʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦTŊÏ·Ė˓ʦ˅ʦ·ʦĶ·ĹĝÖťʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
ĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦ Ņ÷·ŅʦÐď·ûĕĽʦűð÷ŅÚĹĽʦ ïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦĹÚĶŊÏďûÐĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĝĖÏ·ĽʦşÚĹÚʦűð÷Ņ-
ing for the ‘federalisation of Ukraine.’ Poliudova was sentenced to two years in a low-security 
penal colony. Another ‘separatist’ parody was the protest by Oleg Savvin, Mikhail Feldman 
and Dmitry FonarevʦûĖʦT·ďûĖûĖðĹ·ÖʭʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷ŊĖðʦ·ʦ:ÚĹĕ·ĖʦŲ·ðʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ9��ʬʦ
‘mirroring’ the actions of insurgents in Ukrainian cities. All three spent more than a year on re-
mand on charges of hooliganism (Article 213 RCCˉʬʦ·ĖÖʦşÚĹÚʦŅ÷ÚĖʦðûŞÚĖʦĹÚ·ďʦŅÚĹĕĽʦûĖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʬʦ
but were released on the basis of ‘time served.’
�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦÖÚÐď·ĹÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ûð÷Ņʦ�ÚÐŅĝĹʬʦ·ʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ĽʦÚŤ-
ŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦ ûĖʦʋʉʊʍʬʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦ ûĖŞĝďŞÚĕÚĖŅʦ ûĖʦ ûŅʭʦ Ņ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦ
accused of both participating in hostilities on the side of Ukraine as well as recruiting Russian 
residents to the nationalist organisation.
�Ľʦ ÚŤĶÚÐŅÚÖʬʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦ ïĝĹÐÚĽʦ ÏÚð·Ėʦ Ņĝʦ ÐĹ·ÐČʦ ÖĝşĖʦ ûĖʦ �ĹûĕÚ·ʦ ·ïŅÚĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ĖĖÚŤ·ŅûĝĖʦ
of the peninsula. Pro-Ukrainian activists and independent journalists were prosecuted both 
ïĝĹʦĽĶÚ·ČûĖðʦĝŊŅʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦŅĹŊĕĶÚÖ˂ŊĶʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʬʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝĽĽÚĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦÖĹŊðĽʦ

https://penmoscow.ru/documents-ru/244
https://penmoscow.ru/documents-ru/244
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·ĖÖʦşÚ·ĶĝĖĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦĕ·ĉĝĹʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʬʦŊĽÚÖʦ ûĖʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦ·Ľʦ·ĖʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʦĝïʦÐĝĕÏ·ŅûĖðʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ˒�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦŅ÷ĹÚ·Ņʬ˓ʦş·ĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦĝïʦOleg SentsovʫʦEĖʦʋʉʊʍʬʦïĝŊĹʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦ
ĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦïĝĹʦĽÚŅŅûĖðʦűĹÚʦŅĝʦÏŊûďÖûĖðĽʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĶĹĝ˂�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĽŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶď·ĖĖûĖðʦ
to blow up a Lenin monument. Some of the defendants reported severe torture. Vladimir Balukh 
ş·ĽʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦʋʉʊʏʦŅĝʦʋʉʊʒʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦ·ĕĕŊĖûŅûĝĖʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦïĝŊĖÖʦûĖʦ÷ûĽʦ·ŅŅûÐʫʦEĖʦʋʉʊʒʬʦ
Oleg Prikhodko was remanded in custody on fabricated charges of preparing to blow up the Saki 
ÐûŅťʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ûĽʦÖ·ťʦ÷ÚʦĹÚĕ·ûĖĽʦûĖʦ·ʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦ�ĝŅ÷ʦ}ĹûČ÷ĝÖ-
Čĝʦ·ĖÖʦ�·ďŊČ÷ʦďûŞÚÖʦûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦĕ·ČûĖðʦĖĝʦĽÚÐĹÚŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦïĝĹʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦEĖʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ¤ď·ÖûĽď·Şʦ
$ĽûĶÚĖČĝʬʦ·ʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖďûĖÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦTĹťĕʫ�Ú·ďûûʦˌˋ�ĹûĕÚ·ʤ�Ú·ďûŅûÚĽˌˍʬʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦ
ûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦÐ·ĹĹťûĖðʦ·ʦðĹÚĖ·ÖÚʦûĖʦ÷ûĽʦÐ·Ĺʫʦ�ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĶÚĝĶďÚʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦ
ĖĝŅʦûĖŞĝďŞÚÖʦûĖʦ·Ėťʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽĕʬʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦĝĖʦŅĹŊĕĶÚÖʦŊĶʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦ
of the Russian Criminal Code on sabotage was also used in retribution against Nariman Dzhelyalʬʦ
ÖÚĶŊŅťʦÐ÷·ûĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ]ÚĉďûĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ�·Ņ·Ĺʦ}ÚĝĶďÚʬʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦʊʐʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦïĝĹʦûĖ-
ŞĝďŞÚĕÚĖŅʦûĖʦ·ʦð·ĽʦĶûĶÚʦÏĝĕÏûĖðʦûĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʋʉʋʊʦˈĽÚÚʦÖÚŅ·ûďĽʦÏÚďĝşˉʫʦ�÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦ
·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʬʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦÏÚûĖðʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚÖʫ
The prosecutions of Muslims for involvement in Hizb ut-Tahrir stand apart. The crackdown 
against them in Crimea began in 2015 and has become more widespread there in recent years 
than in any other region of Russia (see 3.9. Prosecutions for exercising the right to freedom 
of religion and ĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦ·ïűďû·ŅûĝĖ).

Detention of Ukrainian citizens in Russian prisons  
as a tool of interstate bargaining
¥ûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖÖÚÐď·ĹÚÖʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦûĖʦʋʉʊʍʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦÏÚð·Ėʦ
ŅĝʦÐ·ĹĹťʦĝŊŅʦĽ÷ĝşʦŅĹû·ďĽʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʬʦÏĝŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦĝĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĖĖÚŤÚÖʦ
�ĹûĕÚ·ʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦÐ·ĶŅŊĹÚÖʦÖŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĽŅûďûŅûÚĽʫʦ�÷ÚĽÚʦûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʬʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʬʦĕÚĕ-
bers of the Ukrainian army and participants in the Maidan protests and volunteer battalions. 
Among the victims of political prosecutions there were also individuals targeted at random 
by the security services as convenient victims of fabricated charges.
Until 2022 the Russian authorities did not recognise as prisoners of war even those Ukrain-
û·Ėʦ ĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ ĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦ ĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦ ûĕĶĹûĽĝĖÚÖʦ ïĝĹʦ ĶÚĹïĝĹĕûĖðʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ ĶĹĝïÚĽĽûĝĖ·ďʦ ÖŊŅûÚĽʬʦ ĽŊÐ÷ʦ
as the pilot Nadiya SavchenkoʬʦÐ·ĶŅŊĹÚÖʦÏťʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĽŅĽʦĖÚ·ĹʦWŊ÷·ĖĽČʦ·ĖÖʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦŅĝʦ�ŊĽ-
Ľû·ʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦʋʍʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĽ·ûďĝĹĽʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĖ·Şťʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ÚťʦðŊûÖÚÖʦŞÚĽĽÚďĽʦ·ÐĹĝĽĽʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦTÚĹÐ÷ʦ�ŅĹ·ûŅʫʦ�÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦ·Ľʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďĽʭʦ �·ŞÐ÷ÚĖČĝʦş·Ľʦ ïĝŊĖÖʦðŊûďŅťʦĝïʦ ČûďďûĖðʦ
Ņşĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦş·ĹʦŭĝĖÚʬʦş÷ûďÚʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĽ·ûďĝĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦ ûďďÚð·ďďťʦÐĹĝĽĽûĖðʦ
the Russian border.
EĖʦĕ·ĖťʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦŊĽÚÖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦïĝĹʦÚŤÐ÷·ĖðÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦÏ·Ĺ-
ð·ûĖûĖðʦşûŅ÷ʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦ$ŊĹĝĶÚ·ĖʦÐĝŊĖŅĹûÚĽʫʦEĖʦʋʉʊʏʬʦïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ�·ŞÐ÷ÚĖČĝʦş·ĽʦÚŤÐ÷·ĖðÚÖʦ
ïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖĽʦ�ďÚČĽ·ĖÖĹʦ�ďÚČĽ·ĖÖĹĝŞʦ·ĖÖʦ$ŞðÚĖťʦ$ĹĝïÚÚŞʬʦÐ·ĶŅŊĹÚÖʦ·ʦťÚ·ĹʦÚ·ĹďûÚĹʦûĖʦWŊ÷·ĖĽČʦ
ĹÚðûĝĖʫʦW·ŅÚĹʬʦGennady AfanasyevʬʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦ ûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚĖŅĽĝŞʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦYury SoloshenkoʬʦÐĝĖ-
ŞûÐŅÚÖʦĝïʦÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʬʦşÚĹÚʦÚŤÐ÷·ĖðÚÖʫʦEĖʦĹÚŅŊĹĖʬʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ÷·ĖÖÚÖʦĝŞÚĹʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦïĹĝĕʦdÖÚĽ·ʦ
accused of separatism and treason. The largest exchange took place in the autumn of 2019 
when 35 Ukrainians held in Russian prisons were exchanged for 35 detainees and prisoners 
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ĝïʦş·Ĺʦ÷ÚďÖʦÏťʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅûĕÚʬʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʬʦ·Ņʦ�ŊĽĽû·˓ĽʦĹÚĸŊÚĽŅʬʦûĖʦĶ·Ĺ-
ŅûÐŊď·Ĺʦ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʦ�ĽÚĕ·Č÷ʬʦş÷ĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦRĝûĖŅʦ EĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦ�Ú·ĕʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ^ÚŅ÷ÚĹď·ĖÖĽʦĽŊĽĶÚÐŅÚÖʦ
of involvement in the downing of the Malaysian Boeing. Forty members of the European Parlia-
ment asked that Tsemakh not be extradited to Russia. It is possible that the Russian authorities 
may have imposed other conditions that have not been made public on Ukraine and Western 
countries for the release of Ukrainian citizens.

ʋʫʊʫʋʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶĹÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĝĖʬʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦ
initiation of the full-scale Russian invasion 
of Ukrainian territory 
Grounds for expecting a full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine appeared almost a year before 
Ņ÷ÚʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦûŅĽÚďïʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĶĹûĖðʦĝïʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦÖÚĶďĝťÚÖʦď·ĹðÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅĹĝĝĶĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû-
·ĖʦÏĝĹÖÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦŅĝʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦ�ÚĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĹĽʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝĖŲûÐŅʦEĖŅÚďďûðÚĖÐÚʦ�Ú·ĕʦ̩ CIT] said at the time 
Ņ÷·ŅʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ʦÐĝĖÐÚĖŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅĹĝĝĶĽʦĖÚ·ĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝĹÖÚĹʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝŅʦÏÚÚĖʦĽÚÚĖʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʉʊʎʫʦdĖʦʋʋʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ
Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu announced that the military exercise had been completed 
and the troops had returned to their places of permanent deployment.
Information about a new concentration of Russian troops near the Ukrainian border began 
ŅĝʦÚĕÚĹðÚʦûĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ^��dʦ�ÚÐĹÚŅ·Ĺť˂:ÚĖÚĹ·ďʦRÚĖĽʦ�ŅĝďŅÚĖÏÚĹðʬʦûĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʬʦspoke 
about the ‘unusual concentration’ of military forces near the border. The German newspa-
per Bild published a plan of the Russian invasion of Ukraine in December 2021. The actual 
ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦûĖʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʋʋʦş·ĽʦŞÚĹťʦĕŊÐ÷ʦûĖʦďûĖÚʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ûĽʦĶď·Ėʫʦ�ŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʬʦûĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ
The Washington Post reportedʦŅ÷·Ņʬʦ·ĽʦÚ·Ĺďťʦ·ĽʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ʫ�ʫʦ}ĹÚĽ-
ûÖÚĖŅʦRĝĽÚĶ÷ʦ�ûÖÚĖʦ÷·Öʦ·ĕĶďÚʦûĖŅÚďďûðÚĖÐÚʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ·ĖʦûĕĶÚĖÖûĖðʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦĝĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ�Ð-
ÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úĕʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦĶď·ĖĖÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦTťûŞʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦşûĖŅÚĹʬʦ·ÖŞ·ĖÐûĖðʦïĹĝĕʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦÖûĹÚÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦ
ĽÚûŭÚʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦÐ·ĶûŅ·ďʦûĖʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĝĹʦïĝŊĹʦÖ·ťĽʬʦČûÖĖ·Ķʦ·ĖÖʬʦûïʦĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹťʬʦČûďďʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ}ĹÚĽ-
ûÖÚĖŅʦ¤ĝďĝÖťĕťĹʦ³ÚďÚĖĽČťʦ·ĖÖʦûĖĽŅ·ďďʦ·ʦĖÚşʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦŊĖÖÚĹʦûŅĽʦÐĝĖŅĹĝďʫʦ}ŊŅûĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚşĽĶ·-
ĶÚĹʦşĹĝŅÚʬʦĶď·ĖĖÚÖʦŅĝʦĝÐÐŊĶťʦ·ďĕĝĽŅʦ·ďďʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦÚŤÐÚĶŅʦïĝĹʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦşÚĽŅʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʬʦ
·Ľʦ÷ÚʦÏÚďûÚŞÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦďûŞÚʦ˒ûĖÐĝĹĹûðûÏďÚʦ�ŊĽĽĝĶ÷ĝÏûÐʦ^·ŭûĽʫ˓
�÷ĹĝŊð÷ĝŊŅʦ̂ ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ÷·ďïʦĝïʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦÏŊûďŅʦŊĶʦûŅĽʦŅĹĝĝĶĽʦ
ĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝĹÖÚĹĽʦşûŅ÷ʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦûĖʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽʬʦş÷ûďÚʦÐĝĕĶďÚŅÚďťʦÖÚĖťûĖðʦ·ĖťʦĶď·ĖĽʦŅĝʦ·Ņ-
Ņ·ÐČʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝŊĖŅĹťʫʦ^��dʦ ĽŅĹÚĖðŅ÷ÚĖÚÖʦ ûŅĽʦ ĶĹÚĽÚĖÐÚʦ ûĖʦ $·ĽŅÚĹĖʦ$ŊĹĝĶÚʬʦş÷ûďÚʦ ĽĝĕÚʦ�ďďû·ĖÐÚʦ
ĕÚĕÏÚĹ˂ÐĝŊĖŅĹûÚĽʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦşÚ·ĶĝĖĽʦŅĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʦĝïʦ¥ÚĽŅÚĹĖʦÐĝŊĖŅĹûÚĽʦ
ŊĹðÚĖŅďťʦ÷ÚďÖʦĖÚðĝŅû·ŅûĝĖĽʦşûŅ÷ʦÚ·Ð÷ʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦÖûĽÐŊĽĽûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦûĕĶÚĖÖûĖðʦş·ĹʦÏĝŅ÷ʦ
in the public eye and out of it.
dĖʦʊʏʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĖÚʦĝïʦÐĝĖŅ·ÐŅʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĶ-
·Ĺ·ŅûĽŅʦ ˒ĹÚĶŊÏďûÐĽ˓ʦ ûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ ĝĖÏ·ĽʦÚĽÐ·ď·ŅÚÖʦĽ÷·ĹĶďťʫʦ$·ĹďûÚĹʬʦ}ĝďûŅûÐĝʦquoted sources as saying 
that US President Biden had told the USA’s allies this was the very date of the supposed start 
ĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·˓Ľʦ ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʫʦdĖʦʊʑʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ÖĽʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ^�ʦ·ĖÖʦW^�ʬʦ ÚĖûĽʦ}ŊĽ÷ûďûĖʦ·ĖÖʦWÚ-
ĝĖûÖʦ}·ĽÚÐ÷ĖûČʬʦĹÚÐĝĹÖÚÖʦŞûÖÚĝʦĕÚĽĽ·ðÚĽʦŊĹðûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝĶŊď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ˒ĹÚĶŊÏďûÐĽ˓ʦŅĝʦÚŞ·ÐŊ·ŅÚʦ

https://theins.ru/politika/240826
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5078783
https://www.bild.de/politik/ausland/politik-ausland/bild-exklusiv-russlands-kriegsplaene-so-koennte-putin-die-ukraine-vernichten-78425518.bild.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/interactive/2022/ukraine-road-to-war/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/national-security-daily/2022/02/11/putin-could-attack-ukraine-on-feb-16-biden-told-allies-00008344
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Ņĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ�ĝŅ÷ʦŞûÖÚĝĽʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦmetadataʦĽŅŊÖûÚÖʦÏťʦ·ʦ�·ÖûĝʦWûÏÚĹŅťʦÐĝĹĹÚĽĶĝĖÖÚĖŅʬʦşÚĹÚʦ
ĹÚÐĝĹÖÚÖʦĖĝʦď·ŅÚĹʦŅ÷·Ėʦʊʏʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦ}ŊĽ÷ûďûĖʦĽ·ûÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÖÚĝʭʦ ˒�ĝÖ·ťʬʦʊʑʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʫ˓ʦ
Pasechnik’s appeal was kept in a folder called ‘The Mongoose’s Leap.’
dĖʦʋʊʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ}ŊĽ÷ûďûĖʦ·ĖÖʦ}·ĽÚÐ÷ĖûČʦ·ĽČÚÖʦ}ŊŅûĖʦŅĝʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚʦŅ÷Úʦ ^�ʦ·ĖÖʦW^�ʦ·ĖÖʦïĝĹʦÐĝ-
operation in the sphere of defence. Putin complied with the request by delivering an address 
to Russian citizens. The speech contained a number of theses justifying the future invasion 
ĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʭ

1. ‘]ĝÖÚĹĖʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʟş·ĽʟÚĖŅûĹÚďťʟÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʟÏťʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʥʟĝĹʟĹ·Ņ÷ÚĹʟ�ĝďĽ÷ÚŞûČʥʟ�ĝĕĕŊĖûĽŅʟ�ŊĽĽû·.’ 
Ukraine’s independence was originally granted by Vladimir Lenin shortly after the Oc-
ŅĝÏÚĹʦʊʒʊʐʦÐĝŊĶʬʦĕ·ČûĖðʦ˒ÐĝĖÐÚĽĽûĝĖĽʟŅĝʟĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďûĽŅĽ.’

2. �ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝďď·ĶĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ����ʬʦ˒ĽŅ·ÏďÚʟĽŅ·ŅÚ÷ĝĝÖʟş·ĽʟĖÚŞÚĹʟÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʟûĖʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬ˓ʦÐĝĹ-
ruption ‘ďûŅÚĹ·ďďťʟ ûĕĶĹÚðĖ·ŅÚÖʥʟÐĝĹĹĝÖÚÖʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʟĽŅ·ŅÚ÷ĝĝÖʬ˓ʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦÏ·ÐČðĹĝŊĖÖʦ
‘Ĺ·ÖûÐ·ďĽʟ ÏÚÐ·ĕÚʟ ûĕĶŊÖÚĖŅ’ and ‘ûĖʟ ʄʂʃʆʟ ďÚÖʟ Ņ÷Úʟ]·ûÖ·Ėʟ ĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʟ Ņĝʟ ·ʟ ÐĝŊĶʟ ÖˌÛŅ·Ņ’ with 
US assistance.

3. Ukraine is preparing for war with Russia and intends to recreate nuclear weapons.ʦ̩ ʐˍ

4. ‘�÷Úʟ��ʟ·ĖÖʟ^��dʟ÷·ŞÚʟÏÚðŊĖʟĽ÷·ĕÚďÚĽĽďťʟÖÚŞÚďĝĶûĖðʟŅ÷ÚʟŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʟĝïʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʟ·Ľʟ·ʟŅ÷Ú·ŅĹÚʟ
ĝïʟĶĝŅÚĖŅû·ďʟĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʟ·ÐŅûĝĖ.’ Although NATO is not ready to accept Ukraine as a member 
·ŅʦĶĹÚĽÚĖŅʬʦ ûŅĽʦ·ÐÐÚĽĽûĝĖʦŅĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ďďû·ĖÐÚʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦ}ŊŅûĖʬʦ ûĽʦ ˒·ʟ ïĝĹÚðĝĖÚʟÐĝĖÐďŊĽûĝĖʥʟ
a matter of timeʫ˓ʦ�÷ûĽʦĶĝĽÚĽʬʦûĖʦ÷ûĽʦŞûÚşʬʦ·ʦÖûĹÚÐŅʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅʦŅĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫ

5. EĖʦŅ÷Úʦ ĝĖÏ·Ľʬʦ˒ Ņ÷ÚʟĹŊďûĖðʟÚďûŅÚʟûĖʟTťûŞʤʤʤʟûĽʟĖĝŅʟûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅÚÖʟûĖʟ·ʟĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʟĽĝďŊŅûĝĖ’ and is not im-
plementing the Minsk agreements. Four million people there are subjected to genocide 
because they have not accepted ‘·ððĹÚĽĽûŞÚʟĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďûĽĕʟ·ĖÖʟĖÚĝʻ^·ŭûĽĕ’ and are ‘űð÷Ņ-
ûĖðʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟÚďÚĕÚĖŅ·ĹťʟĹûð÷ŅĽʠʾʟŅĝʟďûŞÚʟĝĖʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟď·ĖÖʥʟŅĝʟĽĶÚ·ČʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟď·ĖðŊ·ðÚʥʟŅĝʟĶĹÚĽÚĹŞÚʟ
Ņ÷ÚûĹʟÐŊďŅŊĹÚʟ·ĖÖʟŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖĽ.’

Putin had already presented many of these ideas in the summer of 2021 in an article ‘On the his-
torical unity of Russians and Ukrainiansʫ˓ʦ�÷ÚĹÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĖĝŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹŅûűÐû·ďûŅťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû-
·Ėʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚʦ ûĽʦ ÖÚŞÚďĝĶÚÖʦ ûĖʦ ðĹÚ·ŅÚĹʦ ÖÚŅ·ûďʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹʦ ĝĶûĖÚĽʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ˒ûÖÚ·Ľʟ ·ÏĝŊŅʟ Ņ÷Úʟ�ČĹ·ûĖ-
û·Ėʟ ĶÚĝĶďÚʟ ÏÚûĖðʟ ĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅÚʟ ïĹĝĕʟ Ņ÷Úʟ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ ĶÚĝĶďÚ’ originated in the 19th century among 
the ‘}ĝďûĽ÷ʟÚďûŅÚˌʟ·ĖÖʟˋ·ʟĶ·ĹŅʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟWûŅŅďÚʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦˌȉǳȈȋȍȋȎȎȆȋȃˍʦintelligentsia’ and were made 
use of by the ‘Austro-Hungarian authorities.’
�ďĕĝĽŅʦ·ďďʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦŅ÷ÚĽÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦŊĽÚÖʦûĖʦĝïűÐû·ďʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦ·ĖÖʦÏťʦĽŊĶ-
porters of the attack on Ukraine.
On 22 February the Federation Council authorised the use of Russian troops abroad 
and on 23 February the heads of the DNR and LNR appealed to Putin for military assistance.
}ŊŅûĖʦ ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŅ·ĹŅʦ ĝïʦ ·ʦ ˒ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦ ĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ ĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦ ·Ņʦ ʎʭʎʉʦ ·ĕʦ ĝĖʦ ʋʍʦ 9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʫʦ
‘ItsʦˌŅ÷Úʦ˒ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ˓Ľ˓ˍʦðĝ·ďʟûĽʟŅĝʟĶĹĝŅÚÐŅʟĶÚĝĶďÚʟş÷ĝʟ÷·ŞÚʟÏÚÚĖʟĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʟŅĝʟ·ÏŊĽÚĽʟ·ĖÖʟðÚĖ-
ĝÐûÖÚʟÏťʟŅ÷ÚʟTťûŞʟĹÚðûĕÚʟïĝĹʟÚûð÷ŅʟťÚ·ĹĽʤʟ�ĖÖʟŅĝʟŅ÷ûĽʟÚĖÖʥʟşÚʟĽ÷·ďďʟ·ûĕʟŅĝʟÖÚĕûďûŅ·ĹûĽÚʟ·ĖÖʟÖÚĖ·ŭûïťʟ

7 Under the ʊʒʒʍʦ�ŊÖ·ĶÚĽŅʦ]ÚĕĝĹ·ĖÖŊĕʬʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ ĹÚĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʦ Ņ÷Ú nuclear weapons it had retained after 
the collapse of the USSR. In ĹÚŅŊĹĖʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦŅ÷Ú United States and the �ĖûŅÚÖʦTûĖðÖĝĕʦĶďÚÖðÚÖʦŅĝ respect 
Ukraine’s ûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖÐÚʬʦĽĝŞÚĹÚûðĖŅťʦ·ĖÖ territorial integrity and to refrain from threats and the use of force 
against Ukraine. 

https://www.svoboda.org/a/donbasskie-separatisty-zapisali-prizyv-ob-evakuatsii-naseleniya-v-rossiyu-za-dva-dnya-do-eyo-nachala/31710587.html
kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181
kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181
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�ČĹ·ûĖÚʟ·ĖÖʟŅĝʟÏĹûĖðʟŅĝʟĉŊĽŅûÐÚʟŅ÷ĝĽÚʟş÷ĝʟ÷·ŞÚʟÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʟĖŊĕÚĹĝŊĽʟÏďĝĝÖťʟÐĹûĕÚĽʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟÐûŞûď-
û·ĖĽʥʟûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʟÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʬ˓ʦŅ÷Úʦstatement said. He called on Ukraine’s mil-
itary to ‘lay down their arms’ and not to defend the ‘anti-national junta’ and ‘neo-Nazis.’ In case 
ĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐĝŊĖŅĹûÚĽʦŅĹťʦŅĝʦĝÏĽŅĹŊÐŅʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʬ˓ʦ}ŊŅûĖʦĶĹĝĕûĽÚÖʦ·ʦĹÚĽĶĝĖĽÚʦŅ÷·Ņʦ˒şûďďʟďÚ·Öʟ
ťĝŊʟŅĝʟÐĝĖĽÚĸŊÚĖÐÚĽʟťĝŊʟ÷·ŞÚʟĖÚŞÚĹʟï·ÐÚÖʟÏÚïĝĹÚʟûĖʟťĝŊĹʟ÷ûĽŅĝĹť.’
�ûĕŊďŅ·ĖÚĝŊĽďťʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ûĽʦ·ÖÖĹÚĽĽʬʦĹĝÐČÚŅʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦĝĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦÐûŅûÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĖʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦÏťʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
ŅĹĝĝĶĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʦĝïʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽʬʦÏÚð·Ėʫʦ]·ĖťʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ·Ė·ďťĽŅĽʦ·ðĹÚÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽ-
sian military command had not prepared for resistance by the Ukrainian army but was count-
ing on Ukraine’s instant surrender. This was one of the factors behind the failure of the blitz-
ČĹûÚðʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦď·ĹðÚʦĽŊĶÚĹûĝĹûŅťʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦïĝĹÐÚĽʦˈÚĽŅûĕ·ŅÚÖʦ·ŅʦʊʋʭʊʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝť·ďʦRĝûĖŅʦ
Institute for Defence Studies). According to The New York Timesʬʦ·ďďʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐĝĖŞĝťĽʦşÚĹÚʦ
ĽÐ÷ÚÖŊďÚÖʦŅĝʦĕĝŞÚʦïĹĝĕʦ:ĝĕÚďʦĹÚðûĝĖʦ ûĖʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŊŅĽČûĹŅĽʦĝïʦTťûŞʦ ûĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦʊʌʦ÷ĝŊĹĽʬʦ
şûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦÐĝĖŞĝťʦÐĝĖĽûĽŅûĖðʦĝïʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦïĹĝĕʦĹûĝŅʦĶĝďûÐÚʦˌOMON] and the ‘Belgorod’ spe-
Ðû·ďʦĹ·ĶûÖʦÖÚĶďĝťĕÚĖŅʦˌ�d��] units — security forces specialising not in military operations 
ÏŊŅʦûĖʦÖûĽĶÚĹĽûĖðʦÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦÖÚŅ·ûĖûĖðʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦĝïʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦðĹĝŊĶĽʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ·ĽČĽʦĹÚď·Ņ-
ÚÖʦŅĝʦûĖŅÚĹĖ·ďʬʦÖĝĕÚĽŅûÐʦĶĝďûÐûĖðʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ÖŞ·ĖÐûĖðʦÐĝďŊĕĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʬʦ
with the Russian military suffering heavy losses and failing to capture the Ukrainian capital.

2.1.3. The creation of de facto military 
censorship in Russia 
 ŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦĽĝŊð÷Ņʦ ŅĝʦÐĝĖŅĹĝďʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖïĝĹĕ·-
tion space through a combination of propaganda and censorship. Propaganda has been used 
to portray events in a light favourable for the Russian military command and to create the illu-
sion of total support for the military aggression in Russian society. Censorship and repression 
prevented the dissemination of alternative information.
On 4 March 2022 the State Duma adopted in three readings at once a bill introducing several 
new articles into the Russian Criminal Code and the Russian Code of Administrative Offenc-
ÚĽʦ ˌ���dˍʭʦĝĖʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·Ĺĕťʦ ˈArticle 20.3.3 RCAO and Article 280.3 RCCˉʬʦĝĖʦ·Ķ-
peals for sanctions against Russia (Article 20.3.4 of Russian Code of Administrative Offences 
and Article 284.2 RCCˉʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦĽĶĹÚ·ÖûĖðʦ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕťʦˈArticle 
207.3 RCC). More details about these articles can be found in Chapter 2.3. Prosecutions for an-
ti-war statementsʫʦdĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ľ·ĕÚʦÖ·ťʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĖÚşʦ ď·şʦş·Ľʦ·ĶĶĹĝŞÚÖʦÏťʦ Ņ÷Úʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ�ĝŊĖÐûďʦ
and signed by Putin.
The new articles of the Russian Criminal Code criminalised the dissemination of any informa-
ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦÐĝûĖÐûÖÚʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦďûĖÚʫʦ�ŊÐ÷ʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦĕ·ťʦûĖÐďŊÖÚʦ
ÚĽŅûĕ·ŅÚĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦďĝĽĽÚĽʦˈŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦĹ·ĹÚďťʦÖûĽÐďĝĽÚʦďĝĽĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦűðŊĹÚĽʦ
ÏÚûĖðʦŊĖÖÚĹĽŅ·ŅÚÖʦûĖʦĕ·ĖťʦĹÚĽĶÚÐŅĽˉʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦĝïʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦş·ĹʦÐĹûĕÚĽʫʦEĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʬʦ
criminal prosecutions have often been initiated for comments about the murders of residents 
ĝïʦ �ŊÐ÷·ʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÏĝĕÏûĖðʦĝïʦ ÏÚĽûÚðÚÖʦ]·ĹûŊĶĝďʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ·ĹÚʦ ĽĝĕÚʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦşĝĹĽŅʦş·Ĺʦ ÐĹûĕÚĽʦ
of which the Russian army has been accused.

https://ru.wikisource.org/wiki/%D0%9E%D0%B1%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%89%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5_%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%B0_%D0%A0%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B8_%D0%BA_%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%B8,_24.02.2022
https://static.rusi.org/359-SR-Ukraine-Preliminary-Lessons-Feb-July-2022-web-final.pdf
https://static.rusi.org/359-SR-Ukraine-Preliminary-Lessons-Feb-July-2022-web-final.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/12/16/world/europe/russia-putin-war-failures-ukraine.html#blunders
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The killings of Bucha residents
�ŊÐ÷·ʬʦ·ʦŅĝşĖʦĖĝĹŅ÷˂şÚĽŅʦĝïʦTťûŞʬʦş·ĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĝÐÐŊĶ·ŅûĝĖʦïĹĝĕʦʎʦŅĝʦʌʊʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦşûŅ÷ÖĹ·ş·ďʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦŅĹĝĝĶĽʬʦÏĝÖûÚĽʦĝïʦÖÚ·ÖʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦûĖʦÐûŞûďû·ĖʦÐďĝŅ÷ÚĽʬʦûĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦşûŅ÷ʦ
Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ÷·ĖÖĽʦŅûÚÖʦÏÚ÷ûĖÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÏ·ÐČĽʬʦşÚĹÚʦïĝŊĖÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅĹÚÚŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝŊĹŅť·ĹÖĽʫʦ�Ľʦĝïʦʊʌʦ�ÚĶ-
ŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÐûŞûďû·ĖʦÏĝÖûÚĽʦïĝŊĖÖʦûĖʦ�ŊÐ÷·ʦ÷·ÖʦĹÚ·Ð÷ÚÖʦʍʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚʦTťûŞʦĹÚðûĝĖʦĶĝďûÐÚ 
reported. Exactly how many died as a result of extrajudicial execution and how many because 
of combat operations is not known. Reuters quotedʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚÐĹÚŅ·Ĺťʦĝïʦ�ŊÐ÷·ʦÐûŅťʦÐĝŊĖÐûďʬʦ�·Ĺ·Ľʦ
�÷·ĶĹ·ŞĽČťťʬʦ ·Ľʦ Ľ·ťûĖðʦĝĖʦʍʦ�ĶĹûďʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦʎʉʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦʌʉʉʦÖÚ·Öʦ ïĝŊĖÖʦ·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŅûĕÚʦşÚĹÚʦÏÚďûÚŞÚÖʦ
by the city authorities to be victims of executions.
Russian authorities and propaganda called the allegations of the killings in Bucha ‘fake 
ĖÚşĽ˓ʦ ·ĖÖʦ ˒ĽŅ·ðÚÖʫ˓ʦ EĖʦ Ķ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Russian Defence Ministry reposted a recording from 
Ņ÷Úʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʦ˒¤ĝûĖ·ʦĽʦïÚûČ·ĕû˓ʦˌˋ¥·ĹʟĝĖʟ9·ČÚʟ^ÚşĽˌ] which said that the bodies lying 
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹĝ·ÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÖÚĝʦÏťʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ$�}�$�dʫ�¤ʦşÚĹÚʦĕĝŞûĖðʫʦ�ŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʬʦÚŞÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·Ė-
nel itself admitted that the ‘moving hand’ of the corpse was a visual distortion caused by dirt 
ĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·Ĺ˓ĽʦşûĖÖĽÐĹÚÚĖʬʦÏŊŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûĖÖĽʦĝïʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ððĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦ·ĹðŊĕÚĖŅʦ
ş·ĽʦĶÚĹÐÚûŞÚÖʦ·ĽʦĶĹĝĝïʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÖÚĝʦş·ĽʦĽŅ·ðÚÖʫʦ�ŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦ
·ĖÖʦĶĹĝ˂�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÏďĝððÚĹĽʦÖÚŞÚďĝĶÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦûÖÚ·ʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĕŊĹÖÚĹĽʦÖûÖʦŅ·ČÚʦĶď·ÐÚʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úťʦ
were committed by Ukrainian soldiers and members of the territorial defence.
�ĽʦÚ·Ĺďťʦ·Ľʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ�÷Úʦ̂ Úşʦ«ĝĹČʦ�ûĕÚĽʦpublished satellite images proving that the bodies had ap-
ĶÚ·ĹÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅĹÚÚŅʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŅûĕÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŅťʦş·ĽʦÐĝĖŅĹĝďďÚÖʦÏťʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦïĝĹÐÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦûĖʦ Ú-
cember the newspaper published an investigationʦûĖŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦČûďďûĖðĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŅť˓ĽʦÐÚĖŅĹ·ďʦĽŅĹÚÚŅʬʦ
«·ÏďĝĖĽČ·ť·ʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦʋʌʍŅ÷ʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖĽʦ�ď·ÐČʦ�Ú·ʦ}·Ĺ·Ð÷ŊŅÚʦ�ÚðûĕÚĖŅʦş·ĽʦĽŅ·ŅûĝĖÚÖʫʦ�÷ÚʦĉĝŊĹ-
nalists reconstructed the circumstances surrounding the killing of 36 civilians by Russian sol-
ÖûÚĹĽʬʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦŞûÖÚĝʦïĹĝĕʦĽŊĹŞûŞûĖðʦĽŅĹÚÚŅʦÐ·ĕÚĹ·Ľʦ·ĖÖʦÖĹĝĖÚĽʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦĽĝď-
diers from the 234th Regiment had made phone calls to Russia from the phones of murdered 
residents of Bucha.

The siege of Mariupol
�÷Úʦűð÷ŅûĖðʦïĝĹʦ]·ĹûŊĶĝďʦď·ĽŅÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦÖ·ťĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦŊĖŅûďʦʋʉʦ]·ťʫʦ9Ĺĝĕʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦÏÚðûĖĖûĖðʦĝïʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŅťʦş·ĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦĽûÚðÚʦ·ĖÖʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦÐĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅʦĽ÷ÚďďûĖðʫʦ�ÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦ
ïĝŊĖÖʦ Ņ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʦ ï·ÐûĖðʦ ·ʦ ÷Ŋĕ·ĖûŅ·Ĺû·ĖʦÖûĽ·ĽŅÚĹʦ ÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦ ĝïʦ ď·ÐČʦ ĝïʦ ïĝĝÖʬʦş·ŅÚĹʬʦ ÚďÚÐŅĹûÐûŅťʦ
and heating. They were forced to bury the dead in their courtyards. According to a report 
ÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�^ʦAûð÷ʦ�ĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖÚĹʦïĝĹʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʬʦ]·ĹûŊĶĝďʦÖŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĽûÚðÚʦş·Ľʦ ˒Ņ÷ÚʟÖÚ·Öďû-
ÚĽŅʟĶď·ÐÚʟûĖʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫ˓ʦ�ťʦʊʏʦRŊĖÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚ·Ņ÷ĽʦĝïʦʊʬʌʍʑʦÐûŞûďû·ĖĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦʐʉʦÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖʬʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ
ŞÚĹûűÚÖʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦˈÐĝŊĖŅûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦûÖÚĖŅûïťûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚ·ÖʦûĖʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʦûĽʦÚŤŅĹÚĕÚďťʦÖûïűÐŊďŅˉʫʦ
EĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚÖʦ}ĹÚĽĽʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦ·Ėʦ investigation estimating that approximately 
ʊʉʬʌʉʉʦĖÚşʦðĹ·ŞÚĽʦ÷·Öʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹÚÖʦûĖʦ]·ĹûŊĶĝďʦĽûĖÐÚʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʫʦ^ûĖÚŅťʦĶÚĹÐÚĖŅʦĝïʦ÷ûð÷˂ĹûĽÚʦÏŊûďÖ-
ings were destroyed during the siege. Ukraine and Russia continuously accused each other 
ĝïʦÏĹÚ·ČûĖðʦÐÚ·ĽÚűĹÚʦ·ðĹÚÚĕÚĖŅĽʦûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦÚĖ·ÏďÚʦÚŞ·ÐŊ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝĶŊď·ŅûĝĖʫ
dĖʦʒʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ·Ėʦ·ûĹĽŅĹûČÚʦ÷ûŅʦ·ʦÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖ˓Ľʦ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦĕ·ŅÚĹĖûŅťʦ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďʬʦČûďďûĖðʦűŞÚʦĶÚĝĶďÚʬʦ
including a woman in late-term pregnancy and her baby that a caesarean section failed to save. 
Experts from the OSCEʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦUN High Commissioner for Human Rights es-

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=766527297938115
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukrainian-street-corpse-with-hands-bound-bullet-wound-head-2022-04-03/
https://t.me/mod_russia/13932
https://telegra.ph/Situaciya-v-Buche-CHto-bylo-na-samo-dele-04-03
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/04/world/europe/bucha-ukraine-bodies.html?smtyp=cur&smid=tw-nytimes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrGZ66uKcl0
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2022/06/high-commissioner-updates-human-rights-council-mariupol-ukraine
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-erasing-mariupol-499dceae43ed77f2ebfe750ea99b9ad9
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/4/f/517812.pdf#page=64
https://ukraine.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-03/HRMMU_Update_2022-03-26_EN.pdf#page=4
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tablished that the bomb had been dropped by Russian forces. Russia refused to acknowledge 
ûŅĽʦûĖŞĝďŞÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÖûÐŅĝĹťʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʭʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ŅÚĹĖûŅťʦ÷ĝĽ-
ĶûŅ·ďʦş·ĽʦĽŅ·ðÚÖʬʦŅ÷·Ņʦűð÷ŅÚĹĽʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ�ŭĝŞʦŊĖûŅʦ÷·ÖʦĽÚŅʦŊĶʦ·ʦðŊĖʦĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·-
ŅÚĹĖûŅťʦ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦûŅʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦ·Ėʦ·ûĹʦĽŅĹûČÚʦÏŊŅʦ˒ĽŅ·ðÚÖʦÚŤĶďĝĽûĝĖĽ˓ʦĖÚ·ĹʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďʫ
dĖʦ ʊʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ ·ʦ ĶĝşÚĹïŊďʦ ÚŤĶďĝĽûĝĖʦ ÖÚĽŅĹĝťÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÏŊûďÖûĖðʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ]·ĹûŊĶĝďʦ ÖĹ·ĕ·ʦ Ņ÷Ú·ŅĹÚʫʦ
AŊĖÖĹÚÖĽʦĝïʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦĽ÷ÚďŅÚĹûĖðʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝĕÏûĖðʦûĖʦûŅĽʦÏ·ĽÚĕÚĖŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦÏĝŅ÷ʦĽûÖÚĽʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅ÷Ú·ŅĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖʦ˒�AEW �$^˓ʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĶ·ûĖŅÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĽĶ÷·ďŅʬʦŞûĽûÏďÚʦÚŞÚĖʦĝĖʦĽ·ŅÚďďûŅÚʦ
images. The Russian Defence Ministry issued a statement that the theatre had been blown 
up from inside by ‘űð÷ŅÚĹĽʟïĹĝĕʟŅ÷ÚʟĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďûĽŅʟ�ŭĝŞʟÏ·ŅŅ·ďûĝĖ’ who had committed ‘·ʟĖÚşʟÏďĝĝÖťʟ
ĶĹĝŞĝÐ·ŅûĝĖʫ˓ʦ�ĕĖÚĽŅťʦEĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅûĖðʦ·ĖʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦconcluded that the the-
atre was destroyed by an aerial bomb that Russian forces deliberately dropped on the civilian 
facility. The exact death toll has not been established. It is known that the basement bomb 
shelter withstood the impact and some people subsequently were able to get out from un-
ÖÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĹŊÏÏďÚʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦïŊďď˂ŲÚÖðÚÖʦĹÚĽÐŊÚʦşĝĹČʦş·ĽʦûĕĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦÐĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅʦĽ÷Úďď-
ûĖðʫʦ]·ĹûŊĶĝďʦÐûŅťʦÐĝŊĖÐûďʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦʌʉʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦČûďďÚÖʬʦ�ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚÖʦ}ĹÚĽĽʦwrote 
ĝïʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʏʉʉʬʦş÷ûďÚʦ�ĕĖÚĽŅťʦEĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ĹťʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĽûĽʦĝïʦûĖŅÚĹŞûÚşĽʦşûŅ÷ʦ
ĽŊĹŞûŞĝĹĽʬʦÏÚďûÚŞÚĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚ·Ņ÷ʦŅĝďďʦ˒ş·ĽʟĕŊÐ÷ʟďĝşÚĹʟŅ÷·ĖʟĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʟĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖ.’

***

Russians were also prosecuted for criminal and administrative offences for commenting on Rus-
Ľû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽŅĹûČÚĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ³·ĶĝĹûŭ÷ŭ÷û·ʦĖŊÐďÚ·ĹʦĶď·ĖŅʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕûĽĽûďÚʦĽŅĹûČÚĽʦĝĖʦTĹÚĕÚĖÐ÷Ŋðʦ
·ĖÖʦ¤ûĖĖûŅĽ·ʦŅ÷·ŅʦČûďďÚÖʦÐûŞûďû·ĖĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦûĖÐûÖÚĖŅĽʫ
�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦ·Ėʦ˒ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦĹÚ·ďûŅť˓ʦŅ÷·ŅʦĶĹĝĕĝŅÚÖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦ
ïĝĹʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ·ððĹÚĽĽûĝĖʫʦ9ĝĹʦ·ʦďĝĖðʦŅûĕÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĕʦ˒ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦˈ˒ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʬ˓ʦ
˒�¤d˓ʦ ˌûĖʟ ûŅĽʟ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ ·ÏÏĹÚŞû·ŅûĝĖʠʾʟ ŅĹ·ĖĽʤˍˉʦş·ĽʦŊĽÚÖʦ ·ďĕĝĽŅʦ ÚŤÐďŊĽûŞÚďťʦ ·Ņʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦ ďÚŞÚďʫʦ
�÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ·ŞĝûÖÚÖʦ ĹÚïÚĹĹûĖðʦ ŅĝʦÐĝĕÏ·ŅʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ·Ľʦş·ĹʬʦĶĹĝÏ·ÏďťʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦ Ņ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖʦ
ĕûð÷ŅʦÚŞĝČÚʦĖÚð·ŅûŞÚʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖĽʦ ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĕûĖÖʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦÚŞÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖĽʦ
‘war’ and ‘special operation’ in inverted commas could lead to repressive measures (see Chapter 
2.3. Prosecutions for anti-war statementsˉʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚÐĝĖÖʦ÷·ďïʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦş÷ÚĖʦûŅʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦÐďÚ·ĹʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÐĝĖŲûÐŅʦş·ĽʦÖĹ·ððûĖðʦĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʦ÷·ÖʦĽŊïïÚĹÚÖʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĕ·ĉĝĹʦÖÚïÚ·ŅĽʦ
·ĖÖʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦş·Ľʦ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĹ÷ÚŅĝĹûÐʦĝïʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦÐ÷·ĖðÚʭʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖʦ
‘war’ was increasingly used to show Russians the seriousness of the situation and to motivate 
them to participate.
 ŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʦĝïʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦ˅ʦŅ÷ÚʦW·ŅûĖʦďÚŅ-
ŅÚĹĽʦ³ʦ·ĖÖʦ¤ʦ˅ʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹÚÖʫʦEĖûŅû·ďďťʬʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦďÚŅŅÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦĕ·ĹČʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÚĸŊûĶ-
ment. There has still been no precise explanation as to why these markings were applied 
·ĖÖʦş÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚťʦĕÚ·Ėʦˈ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦÖûïïÚĹÚĖŅʦŞÚĹĽûĝĖĽʬʦŅ÷ÚťʦÐĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦĕ·ĹČĽʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹû·ďʦ·ïűďû·-
ŅûĝĖʦĝĹʦŅĹĝĝĶʦĽĶÚÐû·ďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖˉʫʦ^ÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚŅŅÚĹĽʦ³ʦ·ĖÖʦ¤ʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦşûÖÚĽĶĹÚ·Öʦ
ĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦŅ÷Ú·ŅĹÚʦĝïʦş·ĹʬʦÏÚûĖðʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĖÖʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦÐûŅûÚĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕʦĝïʦÏ·ĖĖÚĹĽʬʦ
ûĖĽŅ·ďď·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦĽŅûÐČÚĹĽʦĝĖʦŅĹ·ĖĽĶĝĹŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚĶď·ÐûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ�ťĹûďďûÐʦďÚŅŅÚĹĽʦ˒ƃ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦ˒ŷ˓ʦûĖʦşĝĹÖĽʦˈïĝĹʦÚŤ-
·ĕĶďÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ÷Ĺ·ĽÚʦ˒ 9ĝĹʦŞûÐŅĝĹť˓ʦ˅ ʦ˒ ³·ʦȌȋǴǽǼȐ˓ʦûĖĽŅÚ·Öʦĝïʦ˒ ƃǳʦȌȋǴǽǼȐ˓ʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖˉʫʦ9ĝĹʦĝĶĶĝĖÚĖŅĽʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʬʦÖÚï·ÐûĖðʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐĝĖĽŅĹŊÐŅûĝĖĽʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÐĝĕÚʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·ťĽʦŅĝʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫ

https://ukraine.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-03/HRMMU_Update_2022-03-26_EN.pdf#page=4
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur50/5713/2022/en/
https://apnews.com/article/Russia-ukraine-war-mariupol-theater-c321a196fbd568899841b506afcac7a1
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2.1.4. Mobilisation 
Prerequisites for announcing mobilisation
Russian troops failed to conduct the successful blitzkrieg that the military leadership 
÷·ÖʦĶď·ĖĖÚÖʫʦ^ĝŅʦĝĖďťʦÖûÖʦŅ÷Úťʦï·ûďʦŅĝʦÐ·ĶŅŊĹÚʦTťûŞʬʦÏŊŅʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʍʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷·ŞÚʦĖĝŅʦÚĽ-
Ņ·ÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦÐĝĖŅĹĝďʦĝŞÚĹʦ·ĖťʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷·ĖʦT÷ÚĹĽĝĖʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ
şûŅ÷ÖĹÚşʦûŅĽʦŅĹĝĝĶĽʦïĹĝĕʦTťûŞʬʦ�÷ÚĹĖû÷ûŞʬʦ�Ŋĕťʦ·ĖÖʦ³÷ťŅĝĕťĹʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʬʦÚïïÚÐŅûŞÚďťʦ·Ï·ĖÖĝĖ-
ûĖðʦĶď·ĖĽʦŅĝʦĝÐÐŊĶťʦĖĝĹŅ÷ÚĹĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ�÷Úʦş·ĹʦŅĝĝČʦĝĖʦ·ʦĶĹĝŅĹ·ÐŅÚÖʦÐ÷·Ĺ·ÐŅÚĹʬʦ·ÐÐĝĕĶ·ĖûÚÖʦ
by an unforeseen large number of casualties.
After April the Russian army concentrated on completely capturing Donetsk and Luhansk re-
ðûĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦT÷·ĹČûŞʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·Ľʦĕ·ûĖŅ·ûĖûĖðʦÐĝĖŅĹĝďʦĝŞÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦ
ŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʦûĖʦĽĝŊŅ÷ÚĹĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ�ťʦʋʉʦ]·ťʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦïĝĹÐÚĽʦĕ·Ė·ðÚÖʦŅĝʦűĖ·ďďťʦŅ·ČÚʦ]·ĹûŊĶĝďʫʦ
EĖʦRŊĖÚ˂RŊďťʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦďĝĖðʦÏ·ŅŅďÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚťʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦ�ûÚŞûÚĹĝÖĝĖÚŅĽČʦ·ĖÖʦWťĽťÐ÷·ĖĽČʦûĖʦWŊ-
÷·ĖĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷ûĽʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦŅ÷Úʦď·ĽŅʦĽŊÐÐÚĽĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ĖťʦĽûðĖûű-
Ð·ĖÐÚʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ÖŞ·ĖÐÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦşÚĽŅʦĽŅĝĶĶÚÖʦĖÚ·Ĺʦ�·Č÷ĕŊŅʦûĖʦ ĝĖÚŅĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʭʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĽĽ·ŊďŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŅťʬʦ
ş÷ûÐ÷ʦÏÚð·ĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĕĕÚĹʬʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝŅʦÏÚÚĖʦĽŊÐÐÚĽĽïŊďʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦťÚ·Ĺʫ
dĖʦʐʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦïĝĹÐÚĽʦď·ŊĖÐ÷ÚÖʦ·ʦĽŊÖÖÚĖʦĽŊÐÐÚĽĽïŊďʦÐĝŊĖŅÚĹ˂ĝïïÚĖĽûŞÚʦ
ûĖʦT÷·ĹČûŞʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĽŊďŅʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ·ďĕĝĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖŅûĹÚʦĹÚðûĝĖʦş·ĽʦďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚÖʫ
Russia’s military leadership was faced with the problem of a severe shortage of human resources.
$ŞÚĖʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʬʦĝĖʦʊʒʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʬʦŅ÷Úʦ ˒·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽ˓ʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ ˒ĹÚ-
publics’ announced forced mobilisation of men of draft age in the occupied territories. Pa-
ŅĹĝďĽʦ·ďĕĝĽŅʦûĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚďťʦÏÚð·ĖʦĹ·ûÖûĖðʦĽŅĹÚÚŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʫʦ�ťʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖʦ
÷·ÖʦĖĝŅʦÐ÷·ĖðÚÖʫʦ}·ŞÚďʦWûĽť·ĖĽČťʬʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ$·ĽŅÚĹĖʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ:ĹĝŊĶʬʦĽ·ûÖʦŅ÷·Ņʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖ-
ûĖðʦŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·Ľʦĝïʦ�ĶĹûďʦ·ĶĶĹĝŤûĕ·ŅÚďťʦʍʑʬʉʉʉʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ ĝĖÚŅĽČʦ·ĖÖʦWŊ÷·ĖĽČʦ
regions had been sent into combatʬʦş÷ûďÚʦĝĖʦʋʉʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦ÷ÚʦsaidʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĝïʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦ
the occupied territories had been killed.
EĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦïĝĹʦĽûŤʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦş·ĹʬʦĕÚĖʦĝïʦ·ĶĶĹĝĶĹû·ŅÚʦ·ðÚʦşÚĹÚʦ·Ð-
tively encouraged to join the military on a contract basis. There was a regional bias in the com-
ĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹĝĝĶĽʭʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦcalculationsʦÏťʦ]ÚÖû·ŭĝĖ·ʬʦ·ĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦ�ĶĹûďʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ûð÷-
ÚĽŅʦÐ·ĽŊ·ďŅûÚĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ĕĝĖðʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦ ·ðÚĽŅ·ĖʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ�ŊĹť·Ņû·ʦûĖʦĽÚÐĝĖÖʦĶď·ÐÚʫʦEĖʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʬʦ
ĶÚĝĶďÚʦïĹĝĕʦĶĝĝĹʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʦşûŅ÷ʦďĝşʦ·ŞÚĹ·ðÚʦĽ·ď·ĹûÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦĕĝĹÚʦďûČÚďťʦŅĝʦðĝʦŅĝʦş·ĹʭʦÏťʦʋʎʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ
ĝĖďťʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦ]ŊĽÐĝŞûŅÚĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦÖÚ·Öʬʦş÷ûďÚʦʊʋʎʦ ·ðÚĽŅ·ĖʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦČûďďÚÖʫ

https://meduza.io/feature/2022/07/06/zhizn-zdes-katitsya-v-hrenovuyu-storonu
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/oblavy-budut-na-pervoe-sentyabrya-pravozaschitnik-o-prinuditelnoy-mobilizatsii-v-dnr-lnr-i-ohote-na-uklonyayuschihsya-/31996325.html
https://zona.media/article/2022/04/25/bodycount
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EĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅŊĕĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚÖû·ʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦpublish evidence that the founder of the Wagner private 
ĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÐĝĕĶ·Ėťʦ̩ PMC]ʦ̩ ʑˍ Evgeny Prigozhin had personally visited Russian penal colonies to re-
ÐĹŊûŅʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ¤·ŭ÷ĖťÚʦûĽŅĝĹûûʦ̩ ‘Important Stories’] estimated that as of 19 Sep-
ŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʎʬʐʑʏʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅÚÖʦŅĝʦĉĝûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ¥·ðĖÚĹʦðĹĝŊĶʦïĹĝĕʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝ-
ĖûÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·Ėʦʋʬʉʉʉʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĽÚĖŅʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦïĹĝĖŅʫʦAccordingʦŅĝʦ]ÚÖû·ŭĝĖ·ʬʦûĖʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦ
·ĖÖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦûĖʦĕ·ďÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖûÚĽʦÖÚÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦÏťʦʋʌʬʉʉʉʫ

Laws accompanying mobilisation
On 20 September the State Duma suddenly added several articles to the Russian Criminal 
�ĝÖÚʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖÐÚĶŅĽʦĝïʦ˒ĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦ˒ĕ·ĹŅû·ďʦď·şʫ˓ʦ�÷Úʦ·ĕÚĖÖĕÚĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÖĝĶŅ-
ed in one day. They provide for tougher penalties for a number of crimes related to military 
ĽÚĹŞûÐÚʬʦûïʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦ˒ÖŊĹûĖðʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝĹʦĕ·ĹŅû·ďʦď·şʬʦûĖʦş·ĹŅûĕÚʦĝĹʦûĖʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦ
ÐĝĖŲûÐŅʦĝĹʦÐĝĕÏ·ŅʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʫ˓ʦ�÷ÚĽÚʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʦ ûĖÐďŊÖÚʦÖûĽĝÏÚťûĖðʦĝĹÖÚĹĽʦ ˈArticle 322 RCCˉʬʦ
absence without leave (Article 337 RCC) and desertion (Article 338 RCC). The State Duma 
criminalised voluntary surrender (Article 352.1 RCCˉʬʦĶŊĖûĽ÷·ÏďÚʦÏťʦ·ʦŅÚĹĕʦĝïʦ ûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦ
from three to 10 years. There is also an article on looting (Article 356.1 RCC) and several articles 
on violations of state defence procurement contracts.
�÷ÚʦĖÚŤŅʦÖ·ťʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĹĖûĖðʦĝïʦʋʊʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ}ŊŅûĖʦ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʦ·ʦĶ·ĹŅû·ďʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ ÚïÚĖÐÚʦ
]ûĖûĽŅÚĹʦ�÷ĝûðŊʦĽ·ûÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦʌʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽÚÖʫʦ�ĝŅ÷ʦ}ŊŅûĖʦ·ĖÖʦ�÷ĝûðŊʦÐď·ûĕÚÖʦ
Ņ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦşûŅ÷ʦÐĝĕÏ·ŅʦÚŤĶÚĹûÚĖÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽĶÚÐû·ďûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦşĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦŊĶʦűĹĽŅʫʦAĝş-
ÚŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐʦŞÚĹĽûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦÖÚÐĹÚÚʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦĽĶÚÐûïťʦ·ĖťʦďûĕûŅĽʦĝĖʦĖŊĕÏÚĹĽʫ

The course of mobilisation
Conscription of men began en masse almost immediately after the announcement of mobi-
ďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ]·ĖťʦĕÚĖʦşÚĹÚʦ ĽÚĖŅʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ĽĽÚĕÏďťʦ ĶĝûĖŅĽʦşûŅ÷ûĖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ Ö·ťʫʦ �÷Úʦ ĽŊÖÖÚĖĖÚĽĽʦ
ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ ĝïŅÚĖʦ ĶĹÚŞÚĖŅÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĕĝÏûďûĽÚÖʦ ĕÚĖʦ ïĹĝĕʦ ĕ·ČûĖðʦ ĽÚĖĽûÏďÚʦ ÖÚÐûĽûĝĖĽʬʦ
·ĖÖʦĕĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦď·şĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ÖĝĶŅÚÖʦ·ďĽĝʦÚŤÚĹŅÚÖʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦĶĽťÐ÷ĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʫʦ
�÷ÚĹÚʦ·ĹÚʦĕ·ĖťʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦş÷ÚĹÚʦĕÚĖʦ·ĹĹûŞÚÖʦ·Ņʦ·ʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÚĖďûĽŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚʦÚŤĶÚÐŅûĖðʦŅĝʦĶĹĝŞÚʦ
Ņ÷Úťʦ÷·ÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹûð÷ŅʦŅĝʦÖÚïÚĹʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʬʦÏŊŅʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚĖŅʦŅĝʦűð÷Ņʫʦ¥ĝĕÚĖʦÚďûðûÏďÚʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĹ·ïŅʦ
ˈÖĝÐŅĝĹĽʬʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖˉʦ·ďĽĝʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦĽŊĕĕĝĖĽÚĽʫ

8 The Wagner private military company is a Russian armed group created in 2014 that participated in the ‘hy-
brid’ war in ĽĝŊŅ÷˂Ú·ĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ ·ĖÖ subsequently in the ĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ ÐĝĖŲûÐŅʦ ûĖ Syria and combat opera-
tions in several countries in Africa. Participants in the Wagner PMC are suspected of having committed 
war crimes before 2022. In �ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ ÏŊĽûĖÚĽĽĕ·Ėʦ$ŞðÚĖťʦ }Ĺûðĝŭ÷ûĖʦ ïĝĹ the űĹĽŅʦ ŅûĕÚʦ ĶŊÏďûÐďťʦ
ÐĝĖűĹĕÚÖʦ÷Ú was the creator of ¥·ðĖÚĹʦ}]�ʫʦ}ĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʬʦŅ÷ûĽʦ÷·Ö been reported in numerous journal-
ûĽŅûÐʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦÏŊŅ Prigozhin had successfully gone to court to force several people to refute allega-
tions of his involvement in Wagner. Prigozhin himself is the billionaire owner of the Concorde company 
and a ÐĝĖűÖ·ĖŅʦĝï Vladimir Putin. He is linked to the ‘troll factory’ — a network of computer users who post 
numerous propagandistic comments for money. The US Department of RŊĽŅûÐÚʦÏÚďûÚŞÚĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ûĽʦĖÚŅşĝĹČʦ
interfered in the US presidential election in support of Donald Trump. 

https://t.me/teamnavalny/13903
https://storage.googleapis.com/istories/investigations/2022/09/19/a-potom-prishli-novosti-chto-slavu-snaryadom-razorvalo/index.html
https://zona.media/article/2022/11/18/navoynu
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}ĹĝĕûĽÚĽʦŅĝʦĕĝÏûďûĽÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦĶď·ÐÚʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦşûŅ÷ʦÐĝĕÏ·ŅʦÚŤĶÚĹûÚĖÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽĶÚÐû·ďûŅûÚĽʦ
÷·ŞÚʦĖĝŅʦÏÚÚĖʦïŊďűďďÚÖʫʦEĖʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʬʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦûĖÖûĽÐĹûĕûĖ·ŅÚʫʦEĖʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦď·şʬʦ
men over the call-up age and those with illnesses that require deferment have also been mobi-
ďûĽÚÖʫʦEĖûŅû·ďďťʬʦĕÚÖû·ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦĽ·ûÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦş·ĽʦÏÚûĖðʦÐ·ĹĹûÚÖʦĝŊŅʦĕĝĽŅʦûĖŅÚĖĽÚďťʦ·ĕĝĖðʦ
ÚŅ÷ĖûÐʦĕûĖĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦûĖʦĹŊĹ·ďʦ·ĹÚ·ĽʬʦÏŊŅʦûĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦĕÚĖʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦ·ÐŅûŞÚďťʦÖĹ·ïŅÚÖʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ
·ĽʦşÚďďʫʦ9ĝĹÐÚÖʦÐĝĖĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖʦûĖŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĕťʦĝïʦĝÐÐŊĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĽʦ·ďĽĝʦŅ·ČûĖðʦĶď·ÐÚʦûĖʦ·ĖĖÚŤÚÖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦ
which is prohibited by Article 51 of the 1949 Geneva Convention.
�÷ĝĽÚʦ ĕĝÏûďûĽÚÖʦ Ņ÷ĹĝŊð÷ĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ð·ĕĶ·ûðĖʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ ĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦ ĶĝĝĹʦ ĶĹĝŞûĽûĝĖûĖðʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĽĽŊ·ĖÐÚʦ
ĝïʦĝÏĽĝďÚŅÚʦĝĹʦŊĖĽŊûŅ·ÏďÚʦşÚ·ĶĝĖĽʬʦď·ÐČʦĝïʦŅĹ·ûĖûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦĹ·ĶûÖʦÖÚĶďĝťĕÚĖŅʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦïĹĝĖŅʬʦÐĝĖŅĹ·Ĺťʦ
to Putin’s promises that training would be provided for at least 10-25 days.
�Ľʦĝïʦ ʊʏʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ]ÚÖû·ŭĝĖ·ʦ found data in open sources on at least 433 dead individuals 
who had been mobilised.
The announcement of mobilisation led to the mass emigration of men of conscription 
age who did not want to take part in military action. Airline tickets to the nearest visa-free 
ÐĝŊĖŅĹûÚĽʦ ïĝĹʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʬʦÚŞÚĖʦ·ŅʦŞÚĹťʦ÷ûð÷ʦĶĹûÐÚĽʬʦşÚĹÚʦsold out two days in advance 
within hours of Putin’s speech. Tens of thousands of Russians travelled across land borders 
ŅĝʦT·ŭ·Č÷ĽŅ·Ėʬʦ:ÚĝĹðû·ʬʦ·ĖÖʦ]ĝĖðĝďû·ʬʦ·ĖÖʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹûÚĽʦĕ·ĖťʦŅ÷ÚĖʦŅĹ·ŞÚďďÚÖʦŅĝʦ�ĹĕÚ-
Ėû·ʬʦTťĹðťŭĽŅ·Ėʬʦ·ĖÖʦ�ŊĹČÚťʫ
dĖʦʋʑʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ�÷ĝûðŊʦ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦş·ĽʦÐĝĕĶďÚŅÚʬʦÏŊŅʦĖĝʦÖÚÐĹÚÚʦş·ĽʦûĽĽŊÚÖʦ
ŅĝʦÚĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖʫʦ9ŊĹŅ÷ÚĹĕĝĹÚʬʦĝĖʦʊʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽŊ·ďʦ·ĖĖŊ·ďʦÐĝĖĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖʦ
ÏÚð·Ėʫʦ�·ûÖĽʦŅĝʦűĖÖʦťĝŊĖðʦĕÚĖʦ·ĖÖʦïĝĹÐûÏďťʦÖÚďûŞÚĹʦŅ÷ÚĕʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÚĖďûĽŅĕÚĖŅʦÐÚĖŅĹÚĽʦ
continued in December.

2.1.5. Annexation of the occupied Ukrainian 
territories 
dĖʦʋʌ˂ʋʐʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ÷ÚďÖʦ˒ĹÚïÚĹÚĖÖŊĕĽ˓ʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖÐďŊĽûĝĖʦûĖŅĝʦ�ŊĽ-
Ľû·ʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦˈÚŤÐÚĶŅʦïĝĹʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦ·ĖÖʦ�ÚŞ·ĽŅĝĶĝďʬʦ·ĖĖÚŤÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʊʍˉʫʦ
�Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĽŊďŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦĸŊ·Ľû˂ÚďÚÐŅĝĹ·ďʦÚŞÚĖŅĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦ ^�ʦ·ĖÖʦW^�ʦˈşûŅ÷ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝĹÖÚĹĽʦĝïʦ ĝĖÚŅĽČʦ
·ĖÖʦWŊ÷·ĖĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖĽˉʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦT÷ÚĹĽĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦ³·ĶĝĹûŭ÷ŭ÷û·ʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚÐď·ĹÚÖʦŅĝʦ÷·ŞÚʦĉĝûĖÚÖʦ
�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ^ĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʦş·ĽʦïŊďďťʦÐĝĖŅĹĝďďÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʬʦ·ĖÖʦûĖʦ³·ĶĝĹûŭ÷ŭ÷û·ʦ
region Russian forces did not control the regional centre either. If serious propaganda efforts 
şÚĹÚʦĕ·ÖÚʦŅĝʦďÚðûŅûĕûĽÚʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĖĖÚŤ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦûĖʦʋʉʊʍʬʦŅ÷ûĽʦŅûĕÚʦĖĝʦÚŤĶď·Ė·ŅûĝĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦðûŞÚĖʦ
·ĽʦŅĝʦş÷ťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ė˂ÐĝĖŅĹĝďďÚÖʦÐûŅťʦĝïʦ³·ĶĝĹûŭ÷ŭ÷û·ʬʦĝĖʦş÷ĝĽÚʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʦĖĝʦ˒ŞĝŅÚ˓ʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ
÷ÚďÖʬʦĽ÷ĝŊďÖʦĉĝûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫ
dĖʦʌʉʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ}ŊŅûĖʦĽûðĖÚÖʦ·ðĹÚÚĕÚĖŅĽʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝ˂�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ˒÷Ú·ÖĽ˓ʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦŅÚĹ-
ritories to admit these four regions into Russia. Formal procedures to incorporate the regions 
into the Russian Constitution were completed by 5 October.
The annexation and Putin’s solemn declarationʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦďûŞûĖðʦûĖʦWŊ÷·ĖĽČʦ·ĖÖʦ ĝĖÚŅĽČʬʦ
T÷ÚĹĽĝĖʦ ·ĖÖʦ³·ĶĝĹûŭ÷ŭ÷û·ʦ ˒ÏÚÐĝĕÚʟ ĝŊĹʟ ÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʟ ïĝĹÚŞÚĹ’ and his promise to ‘ÖÚïÚĖÖʟ ĝŊĹʟ ď·ĖÖʟ

https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-63258229
https://zona.media/casualties
https://www.rbc.ru/business/21/09/2022/632ac0399a794786ef90e04c?from=article_body
https://www.kp.ru/daily/27452.5/4655517/


35

şûŅ÷ʟ·ďďʟŅ÷ÚʟïĝĹÐÚĽʟ·ĖÖʟĕÚ·ĖĽʟ·ŅʟĝŊĹʟÖûĽĶĝĽ·ď’ had no effect on the real situation on the front. 
�÷ÚʦŞÚĹťʦĖÚŤŅʦÖ·ťʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦïĝĹÐÚĽʦďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĝşĖʦĝïʦWťĕ·ĖʦûĖʦ ĝĖÚŅĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʫʦ
EĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕťʦďĝĽŅʦÐĝĖŅĹĝďʦĝŞÚĹʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦĽÚŅŅďÚĕÚĖŅĽʦ
ûĖʦT÷ÚĹĽĝĖʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦʒʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ�÷ĝûðŊʦð·ŞÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĹÖÚĹʦŅĝʦ·Ï·ĖÖĝĖʦT÷ÚĹĽĝĖʫ
The Russian authorities may have thought they would be able to strengthen their positions 
in the captured territories by frightening Ukraine and third countries with the notion that 
űð÷ŅûĖðʦ Ņ÷ÚĹÚʦşĝŊďÖʦ ÏÚʦ ĽÚÚĖʦ ·Ľʦ ·ððĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ �ŊĽĽû·ʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úťʦ ·Ð÷ûÚŞÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĝĶ-
ĶĝĽûŅÚʦÚïïÚÐŅʬʦ·ʦÖÚŞ·ďŊ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĝşĖʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʬʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĖĝŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·˓Ľʦ˒ŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹû·ďʦûĖŅÚðĹûŅť˓ʦ
·ĖÖʦĝïʦ·ĖťʦďÚð·ďʦĶĹĝŞûĽûĝĖĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖʫʦ$ŞÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝ˂ðĝŞÚĹĖ-
ment NTV channel voiced the view that the Russian laws providing for de facto military censor-
ship contradict each other and the real situation. Presenter Andrei Norkin saidʭʦ˒ If I support this 
ÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦˌŅ÷·Ņʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟŅĹĝĝĶĽʟĽ÷ĝŊďÖʟďÚ·ŞÚʟT÷ÚĹĽĝĖ] ·ĖÖʟĽ·ťʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷Úʟ ÚïÚĖÐÚʟ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʟûĽʟÖĝûĖðʟ
Ņ÷ÚʟĹûð÷ŅʟŅ÷ûĖðʟÏťʟďÚ·ŞûĖðʟT÷ÚĹĽĝĖʥʟŅ÷ÚĖʟŅ÷ûĽʟÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅÚĽʟĶŊÏďûÐʟûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʟŅĝʟŞûĝď·ŅÚʟŅ÷ÚʟŅÚĹĹûŅĝ-
Ĺû·ďʟûĖŅÚðĹûŅťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʤʟEĖʟĝŊĹʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ�ĝÖÚʥʟŅ÷ûĽʟûĽʟ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʊʂʤʃʤʟEʟĽĶÚÐûűÐ·ďďťʟ
Ð÷ÚÐČÚÖʟŅ÷ûĽʟĕĝĹĖûĖðʦʟûŅʟĶĹĝŞûÖÚĽʟïĝĹʟĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʟťÚ·ĹĽʟĝïʟûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʤʟEïʟEʟÖĝʟĖĝŅʟĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʟŅ÷ûĽʟÖÚÐû-
ĽûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟÏÚďûÚŞÚʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷Úʟ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʟĝïʟ ÚïÚĖÐÚʟ·ÐŅÚÖʟşĹĝĖðďťʟûĖʟďÚ·ŞûĖðʟT÷ÚĹĽĝĖʥʟŅ÷ÚĖʟŅ÷ûĽʟÐĝĖĽŅû-
ŅŊŅÚĽʟĶŊÏďûÐʟÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅ·ŅûĝĖʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟïĝĹÐÚĽʤʤʤ’
EĖʦ ï·ÐŅʬʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦÖĹ·şĖʦŊĶʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦ ŅşĝʦĶûÐČÚŅÚĹĽʦş÷ĝʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅÚÖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĽŊĹĹÚĖÖÚĹʦ
ĝïʦT÷ÚĹĽĝĖʦïĝĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ĺĕťʬʦ·Ėʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĝÖÚʦĝïʦ�ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦdïïÚĖÐ-
es usually used against authors of anti-war statements. One concerned a man who protested 
ĝĖʦʊʉʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦĶď·Ð·ĹÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦĹÚ·Öʬʦ˒�Ĺ·ûŅĝĹĽʤʟ�÷ÚťˌŞÚʟïŊÐČÚÖʟŊĶʟÚŞÚĹťŅ÷ûĖð.’ 
�ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦş·ĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦĝïʦdďð·ʦ�ûŊŅČûĖ·ʬʦ·ʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ�ĝďĽ÷ÚŞûČʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʬʦş÷ĝʦĶûÐČ-
ÚŅÚÖʦûĖʦ}ÚĹĕʦĝĖʦʊʊʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦ÷ĝďÖûĖðʦ·ʦĶď·Ð·ĹÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦĹÚ·Öʬʦ˒�÷ÚťʟĽŊĹĹÚĖÖÚĹÚÖʟT÷ÚĹĽĝĖʥʟŅ÷ÚťˌďďʟĽŊĹ-
ĹÚĖÖÚĹʟ]ĝĽÐĝşʟŅĝĝ.’

https://twitter.com/Sota_Vision/status/1590747621018439680
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2.2. Suppression of anti-war 
protests 
ʋʫʋʫʊʫʦ ûĽĶÚĹĽ·ďʦĝïʦĹ·ďďûÚĽʬʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ
·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅÚĹĽʬʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦ
and criminal prosecutions for taking part 
in protests 
�÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶûÐČÚŅĽʦÏÚð·Ėʦ·ĽʦÚ·Ĺďťʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĹĖûĖðʦĝïʦʋʍʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŞÚĖûĖðʬʦĕ·ĽĽʦ
protests were held in dozens of Russian cities. According to the human rights project OVD-Infoʬʦ
ĶĝďûÐÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʊʬʑʊʐʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦûĖʦʎʑʦÐûŅûÚĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖ·ťʫʦ}ĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦĝŞÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦïĝďďĝş-
ûĖðʦÖ·ťĽʬʦ ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦ�ŊĖÖ·ťʦʋʐʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʦĕÚĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ Ĺ·ďďûÚĽʦ ûĖʦĕÚĕ-
ĝĹťʦĝïʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·Ėʦ�ĝĹûĽʦ^ÚĕŅĽĝŞʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦČûďďÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖ·ťʦûĖʦʋʉʊʎʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĹûĝÖʦ
ŊĶʦŅĝʦʌʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦĶĝďûÐÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦ÷ŊĖÖĹÚÖʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦÚŞÚĹťʦÖ·ťʦ̍ ʋʬʑʉʉ on 27 February).
A new series of major protests took place on Sunday 6 March. OVD-Info countedʦʎʬʊʑʏʦÖÚŅ·ûĖ-
ÚÚĽʦûĖʦʏʒʦÐûŅûÚĽʫʦ�ʦşÚÚČʦď·ŅÚĹʬʦĝĖʦʊʌʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʑʎʉʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅÚĹĽʦwere detainedʦûĖʦʌʐʦÐûŅûÚĽʬʦ
followed by protests on 2 April in which 204 people were detainedʦ ûĖʦʊʐʦÐûŅûÚĽʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ûĽʦĶĝûĖŅʬʦ
the mass demonstrations temporarily died down. Single-person pickets nevertheless took 
place almost every day.
�ĝʦÖûĽĶÚĹĽÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦŊĽÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽŊ·ďʦĽÚŅʦĝïʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚĽʭ

1. Charges were brought for protests that had not had the approval of the authorities (Ar-
ticle 20.2 RCAOˉʬʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽ·ĖûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĹĝĖ·ŞûĹŊĽʦ
epidemic (Article 20.6.1 of the RCAOʬʦArticle 8-6-1 of the St. Petersburg Code of Ad-
ministrative Offencesˉʬʦ˒ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽûĕŊďŅ·ĖÚĝŊĽʦĕ·ĽĽʦĶĹÚĽÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽ˓ʦˈArti-
cle 20.2.2 RCAO) and on other grounds. Applicants had been denied approval to hold 
anti-war demonstrations.

2. ¤ûĝďÚĖÐÚʦÖŊĹûĖðʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦûĖʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĽŅ·ŅûĝĖĽʫʦ�ʦïÚşʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚĽʦĕ·ťʦÏÚʦÐûŅÚÖʫʦEĖʦ$Č·ŅÚĹûĖÏŊĹðʬʦ
a driver honking to show approval of the protests was dragged out of his car and put face 
ÖĝşĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕŊÖʫʦEĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦMaksim Andreenkov suffered ligament damage to his right 
ÚďÏĝşʦÖŊĹûĖðʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ÷ûĕʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ ŅşûĽŅÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦ ·ĹĕĽʦŞûĝďÚĖŅďťʬʦ
÷ûŅʦ÷ûĕʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅĝĕ·Ð÷ʦ·ĖÖʦĹûÏĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹÚĽĽÚÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦČĖÚÚĽʦûĖŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦï·ÐÚʫʦ�ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦ
ÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦVyacheslav Moskvichevʬʦ÷·Öʦ÷ûĽʦűĖðÚĹʦÏĹĝČÚĖʫʦEĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʬʦ
Gleb Tarasov had his nose brokenʬʦ·ĖÖʦ�ĖÖĹÚûʟT·ďûČ÷ʬʦ·ďĽĝʦûĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʬʦş·Ľʦthrown 
over a fenceʦş÷ûďÚʦÏÚûĖðʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʫʦEĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝş˓Ľʦ�Ĺ·ŅÚÚŞĝʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʬʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦ
ťĝŊĖðʦşĝĕÚĖʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦşÚĹÚʦÏÚ·ŅÚĖʬʦÖĹ·ððÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ÷·ûĹʬʦÖĝŊĽÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ
ş·ŅÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĖŅûĽÚĶŅûÐʬʦĽŊïïĝÐ·ŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÏ·ðʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅÚĖÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦðŊĖʫʦdĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úĕʬʦ

https://t.me/ovdinfo/13316
https://t.me/ovdinfo/13531
https://t.me/ovdinfo/13862
https://t.me/ovdinfo/14008
https://t.me/ovdinfo/14294
https://t.me/ovdinfo/13259
https://t.me/ovdinfo/13289
https://t.me/ovdinfo/13333
https://t.me/ovdinfo/13333
https://t.me/ovdinfolive/4850
https://t.me/ovdinfolive/4850


37

�ďÚČĽ·ĖÖĹ·ʟT·ďŊŭ÷ĽČûČ÷ʬʦrecordedʦŅ÷ÚʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦÏďĝşĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦĝĖʦ·ʦÖûÐŅ·-
phone. The Investigative Committee refused to open a criminal case with respect 
to torture in Brateevo. The victimsʬʦŊĽûĖðʦÖ·Ņ·ʦďÚ·ČÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦÖÚďûŞÚĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʬʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÏďÚʦ
ŅĝʦûÖÚĖŅûïťʦŅ÷ÚʦĖ·ĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦŊĽÚÖʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʫ

3. }ĽťÐ÷ĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʬʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʬʦŊĖď·şïŊďďťʦïĝĹÐûĖðʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦŅĝʦŊĖÖÚĹðĝʦűĖðÚĹĶĹûĖŅûĖðʬʦ
ÐĝĖűĽÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĶ÷ĝĖÚĽʫ

4. Non-admission of lawyers to detainees.

5. R·ûďʦŅÚĹĕĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦď·şʦĝïʦŊĶʦŅĝʦʌʉʦÖ·ťĽʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦOVD-InfoʬʦÏťʦʊʉʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦ
at least 712 people had received such sentences. In recent years in Russia it has been 
ÐĝĕĕĝĖʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦŅĝʦĉ·ûďʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ŅʦĹ·ďďûÚĽʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦ
an announcement of the event on social media who were then recognised as organisers 
ĝïʦ·ʦÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦ÷·ŞÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦ·ĶĶĹĝŞ·ďʦˈArticle 20.2, Part 2, RCAO).

9Ĺĝĕʦʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
army (Article 20.3.3 RCAOˉʫʦ�ďĹÚ·ÖťʦĝĖʦʊʉʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ�ÚŅÚŞťÚʦĽŞĝÏĝÖťʦˌˋ^ÚŅşĝĹČʟ9ĹÚÚ-
ÖĝĕĽˌ] had stated that it was providing legal support to defendants in 49 such cases. Law en-
forcement agencies considered as discrediting the army any anti-war posters and slogans 
ˈïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ ˒^ĝʟş·Ĺʩ’ ‘}Ú·ÐÚʟŅĝʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʠʾʟ9ĹÚÚÖĝĕʟŅĝʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʩ’ ‘�ŅĝĶʟŅ÷ÚʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʩ˓ˉʬʦ
şÚ·ĹûĖðʦðĹÚÚĖʦĹûÏÏĝĖĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÐĝĕÚʦ·ʦĽťĕÏĝďʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦÐďĝŅ÷ûĖðʦ
Ņ÷·Ņʦ ĹÚĽÚĕÏďÚĽʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦŲ·ðʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÐĝĕÏûĖ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦÏďŊÚʦ·ĖÖʦťÚďďĝşʦÐĝďĝŊĹĽʫʦ}ûÐČÚŅÚĹĽʦ
with placards reading ‘Fascism will not passʬ˓ʦ ˒*** *****’ were convicted of this offence (fo-
rensic experts subsequently decided that these stars were an encrypted version of ‘^ÚŅʟŞĝûĖÚ’ 
ˌˋ^ĝʟŅĝʟş·Ĺˌ]. The courts also found demonstrators guilty of discrediting the army on the grounds 
that ‘ÏťʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟĽûďÚĖÐÚʟŅ÷ÚťʟÚŤĶĹÚĽĽÚÖʟĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟŊĖď·şïŊďʟ·ûĕĽʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟÚŞÚĖŅ.’
A new wave of mass protests took place immediately after the announcement of mobilisation 
ĝĖʦʋʊʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʫʦdĖʦ Ņ÷·ŅʦÖ·ťʬʦ ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ ŅĝʦOVD-Infoʬʦ ·Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦ ʊʬʌʌʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ
ûĖʦʍʋʦÐûŅûÚĽʦˈĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦʊʬʉʉʉʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ·ĖÖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðˉʫʦ�ĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĖÖ·ĹÖʦĕÚŅ÷ĝÖĽʦĝïʦûĖŅûĕ-
ûÖ·ŅûĝĖʦ˅ʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅĽʬʦĉ·ûďʦŅÚĹĕĽʬʦĶ÷ťĽûÐ·ďʦ·ĖÖʦĶĽťÐ÷ĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ˅ʦş·Ľʦ·ÖÖÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ĽĽʦÖûĽŅĹû-
ÏŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽŊĕĕĝĖĽÚĽʦŅĝʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÚĖďûĽŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĽʦŅĝʦĕÚĖʦĝïʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ðÚʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ
ÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʫʦdĖʦʋʍʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ783 people were detained in 33 cities.
^·ŅûĝĖşûÖÚʦĕ·ĽĽʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦĽŅĝĶĶÚÖʬʦÏŊŅʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʫʦA video appeared on the in-
ternet showing residents of the village of Endirei in Dagestan blocking a road and police dis-
ĶÚĹĽûĖðʦŅ÷ÚĕʦÏťʦĽ÷ĝĝŅûĖðʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ûĹʫʦ�÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦÖ·ťʬʦ·ʦĹ·ďďťʦûĖʦ]·Č÷·Ð÷Č·ď·ʦş·ĽʦïĝĹÐûÏďťʦÖûĽĶÚĹĽÚÖʫʦ
dĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖÚʦ÷·ĖÖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĕÚʦûĖʦ ·ðÚĽŅ·ĖʦûĽʦĕĝĹÚʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅ·Ĺû·ĖʦŅ÷·ĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŞÚĹ·ðÚʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ
·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĹÚïĝĹÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦ·ĹÚʦĹ·ĹÚʫʦdĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ÷·ĖÖʬʦûŅʦûĽʦďûČÚďťʦŅ÷·ŅʦÐûŞûďʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʦûĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦĹÚĶŊÏďûÐʦ
ş·ĽʦĕĝĹÚʦ·ş·ĹÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ĖðÚĹĽʦĝïʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦĽûĖÐÚʦ·ĕĝĖðʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝʦÖûÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĝĶ-
eration’ the largest single group had consisted of Dagestanis. Protests in September also took 
Ķď·ÐÚʦûĖʦ«·ČŊŅĽČʦ·ĖÖʦTťŭťďʬʦŊĽŊ·ďďťʦûĖŞĝďŞûĖðʦşĝĕÚĖʫ
9ûĖÖûĖðʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĶĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦûĖʦ�÷ÚÐ÷Ėť·ʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦşĝĕÚĖʦð·Ņ÷ÚĹÚÖʦ
ïĝĹʦ·ʦĹ·ďďťʦĝĖʦʋʊʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦş·ĽʦĕĝĽŅʦÖûïűÐŊďŅʦĝïʦ·ďďʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦChechen Tel-
egram channel 1ADATʬʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦʊʌʉʦşĝĕÚĖʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦsourceʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚ-
ÐŊĹûŅťʦïĝĹÐÚĽʦŅ÷ÚĖʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĕÚĖ˓ĽʦĽĝĖĽʦŅĝʦĉĝûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĕťʦŅĝʦűð÷ŅʦûĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅÚĖûĖðʦ
to harm their mothers if they did not. Memorial Human Rights Defence Centre discovered that 
the husbands of the detained women were brought to Grozny City Hall where they were forced 

https://t.me/ovdinfo/13832
https://www.bbc.com/russian/features-62807194
https://reports.ovdinfo.org/no-to-war#2
https://t.me/NetFreedomsProject/399
https://t.me/ovdinfo/14160
https://t.me/ovdinfo/13939
https://t.me/ovdinfolive/6624
https://t.me/ovdinfo/15982
https://t.me/ovdinfo/16058
https://t.me/mediazzzona/9715
https://t.me/IADAT/14438
https://t.me/IADAT/14438
https://t.me/IADAT/14444
https://daptar.ru/2022/10/05/kak-vlasti-chechni-usmiryayut-nepokornyh-zhenshchin/
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ŅĝʦÏÚ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦşûŞÚĽʦşûŅ÷ʦĶĝďťÚŅ÷ťďÚĖÚʦĶûĶÚĽʦűďďÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÐĝĖÐĹÚŅÚʫʦ�÷ÚʦĕÚĖʦşÚĹÚʦŅĝďÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦûïʦŅ÷Úťʦ
ÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦÖĝʦŅ÷ûĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦşĝŊďÖʦÏÚ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĕÚĖʦŅ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦÏÚ·ŅûĖðĽʦ
şÚĹÚʦűďĕÚÖʦĝĖʦŞûÖÚĝʫʦAdam Muradovʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦŅĝʦÏÚ·Ņʦ÷ûĽʦşûïÚʬʦÖûÚÖʦĝïʦ·ʦ÷Ú·ĹŅʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦ
·ʦïÚşʦÖ·ťĽʦď·ŅÚĹʫʦAÚʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦûďďʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ÷ûĽʦʊʑ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖʦĽĝĖʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦïĝĹÐûÏďťʦĕĝÏû-
ďûĽÚÖʬʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦïĹĝĕʦWŊ÷·ĖĽČʫ
There is one known instance of the application of Article 212.1 RCCʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝ˂Ð·ďďÚÖʦ˒ ·ÖûĖ˓ʦ·Ĺ-
ŅûÐďÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚĽʦ ïĝĹʦŊĶʦ ŅĝʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦ ûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʬʦ ïĝĹʦ ˒ĹÚĶÚ·ŅÚÖʟŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖʟĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ÚĽŅ·Ï-
ďûĽ÷ÚÖʟĝĹÖÚĹʟĝïʟĝĹð·ĖûĽûĖðʟĝĹʟ÷ĝďÖûĖðʟ·Ėʟ·ĽĽÚĕÏďťʥʟĹ·ďďťʥʟÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʥʟĕ·ĹÐ÷ʟĝĹʟĶûÐČÚŅʬ˓ʦşûŅ÷ʦ
regard to anti-war picketing. This is the ongoing prosecution of Olga Nazarenko in Ivanovo. 
The charges include picketing with posters reading ‘^ĝʟş·ĹʩˌʟˋEʟ·ĕʟ·ʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟŅ÷Úʟş·Ĺʤʟ
Putin to the Hague’ and ‘EïʟŅ÷ĝĽÚʟş÷ĝʟ·ĹÚʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟŅ÷Úʟş·Ĺʟ·ĹÚʟûĕĶĹûĽĝĖÚÖʠʾʟï·ĽÐûĽĕʟ÷·ĽʟşĝĖ.’

The ‘Dadin’ article of the Russian Criminal Code 
�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʃʄʤʃ of the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ�ĝÖÚʟÚĖŅÚĹÚÖʟûĖŅĝʟïĝĹÐÚʟûĖ 2015. The ]ĝĽÐĝşʟ·ÐŅûŞ-
ûĽŅʟEďÖ·Ĺʟ ·ÖûĖʟş·Ľ the űĹĽŅʟĶÚĹĽĝĖʟÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʟŊĖÖÚĹʟûŅʥʟ·ĖÖ he ş·Ľ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʟŅĝ a term 
in ĶĹûĽĝĖʥʟ·ïŅÚĹʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟŅ÷Ú ·ĹŅûÐďÚʟÏÚð·ĖʟŅĝ be Ð·ďďÚÖʟÏť his name. To be ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʟŊĖÖÚĹʟ
Ņ÷ûĽʟ·ĹŅûÐďÚʥʟ· ĶÚĹĽĝĖʟĕŊĽŅʟ÷·ŞÚʟÏÚÚĖʟÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʟ·Ņ ďÚ·ĽŅʟŅ÷ĹÚÚʟŅûĕÚĽʟşûŅ÷ûĖʟĽûŤ months 
for ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʟŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʟĝï the rules for ÷ĝďÖûĖðʟ· ĶŊÏďûÐʟÚŞÚĖŅʥʟïĝĹ example, for par-
ŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĖðʟûĖ a ĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʟŅ÷·Ņʟď·ş ÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʟ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʟÖÚÚĕʟˋûďďÚð·ďˌʟÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʟûŅ ş·Ľ not ap-
ĶĹĝŞÚÖʟÏť the authorities, or for urging others to take part in ĽŊÐ÷ʟ· protest. A fourth 
·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʟĝïïÚĖÐÚʟĝï Ņ÷ûĽʟČûĖÖʟĕ·ť be ÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʟ· ÐĹûĕÚʟŊĖÖÚĹʟÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟď·şʤʟ]Ú-
ĕĝĹû·ďʟAŊĕ·Ėʟ�ûð÷ŅĽʟ�ÚĖŅĹÚʟÏÚďûÚŞÚĽʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷Ú ŞÚĹťʟÚŤûĽŅÚĖÐÚʟĝï Ņ÷ûĽʟ·ĹŅûÐďÚʟŞûĝď·ŅÚĽʟ
the right to ïĹÚÚÖĝĕʟĝï assembly. Any ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʟŊĖÖÚĹʟŅ÷ûĽʟ·ĹŅûÐďÚʟis illegitimate.

2.2.2. Criminal prosecutions for violence 
·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ
�ûĖÐÚʦ ʋʉʊʋʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ ŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖ·ďďťʦ ûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ Ð·ĽÚĽʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦ
who have actually or allegedly put up any resistance whatsoever to the forcible dispersal 
of peaceful demonstrations.
�÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶĝďûÐÚʦ
ĝïűÐÚĹĽʦˈArticle 318 RCC) was Anastasiya Levashovaʬʦş÷ĝʦŅ÷ĹÚşʦ·ʦ]ĝďĝŅĝŞʦÐĝÐČŅ·ûďʦŅĝş·ĹÖĽʦ
ĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦĝĖʦʋʍʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʫʦ�÷ÚʦÏĝŅŅďÚʦûðĖûŅÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹĝ·ÖʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦ÷ûŅŅûĖðʦ·Ėť-
one. Levashova was sentenced to two years in a general regime penal colony; in December that 
year a court reduced her sentence by two months on appeal. Another participant in the Mos-
ÐĝşʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʬʦEvgeny Feklistovʬʦwas given an 18-month suspended sentence on charges of strik-
ûĖðʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÏ·ðʫ
EĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʬʦZakhar TatuikoʦĽĶĹ·ťÚÖʦĶÚĶĶÚĹʦð·ĽʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐÚʦĝïʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦ·Ņʦ·ʦĹ·ďďťʦ
on 2 March. He pleaded guilty and was sentencedʦŅĝʦʊʏʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦdĖʦʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ·Ð-
ÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚÖʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʫʦValery Dubeniukʬʦ
·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦĽŅĹûČûĖðʦïĝŊĹʦÏďĝşĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʬʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦsentenced 

https://telegra.ph/YA-ne-lyublyu-EHzopov-yazyk-Istoriya-ivanovskoj-aktivistki-Olgi-Nazarenko-figurantki-pervogo-v-Rossii-ugolovnogo-dela-o-neodnokr-11-09
https://www.svoboda.org/a/uchastnitsu-antivoennogo-mitinga-v-moskve-osudili-na-dva-goda-kolonii/31774712.html
https://zona.media/news/2022/10/18/teacher
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/04/28/sud-prigovoril-figuranta-antivoennogo-dela-zahara-tatuyko-k-godu-i-chetyrem
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/04/25/obvinyaemogo-v-napadenii-na-policeyskogo-na-akcii-6-marta-prigovorili-k-godu
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to one year in a low security penal colony. TûĹûďďʟTĝĹĝďÚŞʬʦş÷ĝʦĶŊĽ÷ÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʬʦş·ĽʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦ
ŊĖÖÚĹʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦűĖÚÖʦʎʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďÚÖʦ
·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ûĽʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦûĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĽÚĖŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦÏ·ÐČʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦdČŅť·ÏĹĽČťʦ
district court for reconsideration. The third attacker managed to escape.
EĖʦ$Č·ŅÚĹûĖÏŊĹðʬʦAndrei Luzhin was remanded in custody following the protest rally on 6 March 
ïĝĹʦĽŅĹûČûĖðʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·Öʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦWŊŭ÷ûĖʬʦ÷ÚʦĹÚŲÚŤûŞÚďťʦĽşŊĖðʦ·ş·ťʦş÷ÚĖʦ
÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽŊÖÖÚĖďťʦðĹ·ÏÏÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ĺĕʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦ·ʦĕĝĖŅ÷ʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ÷·ďïʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ
certain restrictions; in September he was űĖÚÖʦʐʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʬʦ·ʦĽŊĕʦĹÚÖŊÐÚÖʦŅĝʦʋʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊ-
bles to take into account the time Luzhin had spent in custody.
There was one criminal prosecution in Moscow following the September anti-mobilisation pro-
ŅÚĽŅĽʭʦĝĖʦʋʍʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦSuren Atanasyanʬʦş÷ĝĽÚʦĖ·ĕÚʦûĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦ·ĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦĝïʦ·ʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ
·Ņʦ·ʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦĝĖʦʋʊʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦŊĽûĖðʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
·ʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĝïűÐû·ďʫʦdĖʦʊʏʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʬʦ·Ľʦreported on the database of the Moscow 
ÐĝŊĹŅĽʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦĖĝʦÖÚŅ·ûďĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅʦ·ĹÚʦČĖĝşĖʫ
It is worth noting that in most Russian regions the number of known criminal prosecutions 
ïĝĹʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ·Ņʦĕ·ĽĽʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʦûĽʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅďťʦďĝşÚĹʦŅ÷·Ėʦ
Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦĹÚÐĝĹÖÚÖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦûĖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅûĕÚʬʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦ
ʎʐʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦűďÚÖʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʊʍʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ·ĖÖʦʊʊʦûĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦˈĽÚÚʦŅ÷Úʦ]Ú-
ĕĝĹû·ďʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚ˓Ľʦ ĹÚĶĝĹŅʬʦPolitical Prisoners and Political Repression in Russia 
in 2021ˉʫʦ�ŊĹĹÚĖŅďťʬʦûŅʦûĽʦČĖĝşĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦïĝŊĹʦĽŊÐ÷ʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦ
ûĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅşĝʦûĖʦ$Č·ŅÚĹûĖÏŊĹðʫ
The only exception to this downward trend in the number of prosecutions for violence against 
ĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦˈş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ĖʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐĹûĕ-
inal offences and the severity of punishments) is probably Dagestan. According to OVD-In-
foʬʦ Ņ÷ÚĹÚʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ ÏÚÚĖʦ ·ÏĝŊŅʦ ʌʉʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ ïĝďďĝşûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ ĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ
�ĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦČĖĝşĖʭʦIsa Abdulaevʬʦş÷ĝʦĶďÚ·ÖÚÖʦðŊûďŅťʦŅĝʦĽŅĹûČûĖðʦ
·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦŅşûÐÚʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·Öʬʦwas űĖÚÖʦʎʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʮʦ:·ï·ĹʟEĽ·ÚŞʬʦş÷ĝʦŅ÷ĹÚşʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦ
ĝïűÐÚĹʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖʬʦwas given a two-year suspended sentence; and Muhammad Magomedovʬʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ Ð÷·ĹðÚĽʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦş÷ĝĕʦ ·ĹÚʦ ŊĖČĖĝşĖʬʦwas given a four-year suspended sentence. Isaev 
and Magomedov were held in custody until the verdict. It is also known that Adam Gadzhievʬʦ
Ruslan ValievʬʦSultan AkhmedkhanovʬʦMagomed UbaidulaevʬʦMurad Aligadzhievʬʦ·ĖÖʦTÚĕĹ·Ėʟ
Agabekov were also all remanded in custody. There is no information about most of those 
who have been charged in such cases in Dagestan.
EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦ·Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦĽÚŞÚĖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĹÚĶĹÚ-
ĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ĹÚʦĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʬʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽĕʦĝĹʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʦ
·ĖÖʦ·ĹÚʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦ·Ėʦ·ÐŅŊ·ďʦĝĹʦûĖŞÚĖŅÚÖʦÐĝĖïĹĝĖŅ·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦŅ÷·ŅʦĝÐÐŊĹĹÚÖʦûĖʦÐûĹ-
cumstances other than during the dispersal of a protest.

• Daniil Tikhomirovʬʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʫʦ�ûČ÷ĝĕûĹĝŞʦş·Ľʦ÷ÚďÖʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦïĹĝĕʦʐʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦŅĝʦʒʦ^ĝŞÚĕ-
ÏÚĹʫʦAÚʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦʊʑʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʦûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦĹÚðûĕÚʦÐĝďĝĖťʬʦÏŊŅʦĝĖʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĖ-
tence was reduced to 18 months of forced labour. The case against Tikhkomirov arose 
·ïŅÚĹʦ÷ÚʬʦŅĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷ûĽʦðûĹďïĹûÚĖÖʬʦÖĹĝŞÚʦ·ĹĝŊĖÖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĝĖʦʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦûĖʦ·ʦÐ·ĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ

https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#4-1-2:~:text=%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%B8%203%20%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%82%D0%B0.-,%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B4%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B9%20%D0%9B%D1%83%D0%B6%D0%B8%D0%BD,-%2C%2020%20%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%82.%20%D0%9F%D0%BE
https://mos-gorsud.ru/rs/presnenskij/services/cases/criminal/details/ce1e4190-43be-11ed-af8d-0b8579ecea09?respondent=%D0%90%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%8C%D1%8F%D0%BD
https://memohrc.org/sites/all/themes/memo/templates/pdf.php?pdf=/sites/default/files/politzaklyuchyonnye_i_politicheskie_repressii_v_rossii_v_2021_godu.pdf
https://memohrc.org/sites/all/themes/memo/templates/pdf.php?pdf=/sites/default/files/politzaklyuchyonnye_i_politicheskie_repressii_v_rossii_v_2021_godu.pdf
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/28/v-dagestane-posle-akciy-protiv-mobilizacii-vozbudili-okolo-30-ugolovnyh-del
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/28/v-dagestane-posle-akciy-protiv-mobilizacii-vozbudili-okolo-30-ugolovnyh-del
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/26/v-dagestane-vynesli-prigovor-i-naznachili-shtraf-uchastniku-akcii-protiv
https://ovd.news/express-news/2023/01/16/v-mahachkale-uchastnika-protestov-protiv-mobilizacii-prigovorili-k-dvum
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/29/zhitelyu-mahachkaly-naznachili-4-goda-uslovno-po-delu-o-nasilii-k-siloviku
https://t.me/operline_kavkaz/4802
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/09/figurantu-antivoennogo-dela-iz-moskvy-zamenili-realnyy-srok-prinuditelnymi


40

·ʦş÷ûŅÚ˂ÏďŊÚ˂ş÷ûŅÚʦŲ·ðʦ·ŅŅ·Ð÷ÚÖʫʦ̩ʒˍʦ�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·Ĺʦş·ĽʦĽŅĝĶĶÚÖʦÏťʦŅĹ·ïűÐʦĶĝďûÐÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦťĝŊĖðʦ
şĝĕ·ĖʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦĹŊĖʦ·ş·ťʬʦ·ĖÖʦ�ûČ÷ĝĕûĹĝŞʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʬʦĶŊĽ÷ÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝ-
ďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦş÷ĝʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦÐ·ŅÐ÷ʦŊĶʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷ÚĹʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷ÚĽŅʫ

• Nataliya Filonovaʬʦ�ď·Ė˂�ÖÚʦ ˈ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʦ ĝïʦ �ŊĹť·Ņû·ˉʫʦ 9ĹĝĕʦʋʋʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦ Ľ÷Úʦş·ĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ
÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦʊʐʦ̂ ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦĽ÷Úʦş·Ľʦremanded in custody for violation of the rules 
of house arrest. Filonova had had to leave her home because her husband was hospitalised 
with a heart attack. Filonova’s 16-year-old son was sent to the hospital by the guardian-
Ľ÷ûĶʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ9ûďĝĖĝŞ·ʦ·ĹĝĽÚʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦûĖÐûÖÚĖŅʭʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ
·Ņʦ·ʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦʋʍʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦĝĖʦʋʏʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ·ĽʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ
şÚĹÚʦŅ·ČûĖðʦ÷ÚĹʦÏťʦÐ·ĹʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦĽ÷ÚʦŊĽÚÖʦ
ŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚĕʬʦĽŅĹûČûĖðʦĝĖÚʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷ÚĹʦ÷·ĖÖʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝČûĖðʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐÚʦşûŅ÷ʦ
·ʦ ĶÚĖʫʦ W·ŅÚĹʦ Ľ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ ·ďĽĝʦ ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦ ĝïʦ ÏĹÚ·ČûĖðʦ ·ʦ űĖðÚĹʦ ĝïʦ ĝĖÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŞûÐŅûĕĽʫʦ }ĹÚŞû-
ĝŊĽďťʬʦ9ûďĝĖĝŞ·ʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦĝïʦ·Ėʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʬʦĽÚĹŞûĖðʦűŞÚʦÖ·ťĽ˓ʦĉ·ûďʦ
in May for asking the driver of a minibus to remove the letter Z from his cabin.

• Roman Taganovʬʦ]·ûČĝĶʦˈ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʦĝïʦ�ÖťðÚ·ˉʫʦ�·ð·ĖĝŞʦş·ĽʦûĖʦĉ·ûďʦïĹĝĕʦʐʦŅĝʦʊʐʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ
ÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦ ď·şʦ ĝïʦ ÖûĽĝÏÚťûĖðʦ ·ʦ ĶĝďûÐÚʦ ĝïűÐÚĹʫʦ 9Ĺĝĕʦ ʊʐʦ ]·ĹÐ÷ʦ
he was placed under house arrest. In summer he was given a suspended sentence 
ĝïʦ Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦÏŊŅʦ ĹÚĕ·ûĖÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦŊĖŅûďʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦÐ·ĕÚʦ ûĖŅĝʦ ïĝĹÐÚʫʦ
On 3 October he was transferred to a remand prison when the Federal Penitentia-
ry Service accused him of violating the terms of his pre-trial conditions on account 
ĝïʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦ·ÐŅûŞ·ŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦ÷ûĽʦŅĹ·ÐČûĖðʦÏĹ·ÐÚďÚŅʫʦdĖʦʏʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅʦÐ·ĕÚʦûĖŅĝʦïĝĹÐÚʬʦ
but Taganov was kept in custody until 13 October. The case against Taganov arose from 
Ņ÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦûĖÐûÖÚĖŅʭʦş·ďČûĖðʦÖĝşĖʦ·ʦĽŅĹÚÚŅʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷ûĽʦĽĝĖʦûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚÖʦűĹĽŅʦ
ÏťʦĝĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦÏťʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʦïĝĹʦ�ĝĕÏ·ŅûĖðʦ$ŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʦûĖʦÐû-
vilian clothes. Perhaps the reason for this was that the child had been wearing a yellow 
÷·Ņʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦÏďŊÚʦĉ·ÐČÚŅʬʦş÷ûďÚʦ�·ð·ĖĝŞʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʦş·ĽʦşÚ·ĹûĖðʦ·ʦðĹÚÚĖʦĹûÏÏĝĖʫʦ�ĽʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦĽÚÚĖʦ
on the videoʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦÏťʦ�·ð·ĖĝŞ˓ĽʦşûïÚʬʦ÷ÚʦïĝŊð÷ŅʦÏ·ÐČʦûĖʦ·ĖʦÚïïĝĹŅʦŅĝʦÖÚïÚĖÖʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʦ
ïĹĝĕʦŊĖČĖĝşĖʦ·ððĹÚĽĽĝĹĽʦş÷ĝʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦďĝĝČʦďûČÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦĝĖʦÖŊŅťʫ

• ¤ť·Ð÷ÚĽď·ŞʟTĝĽ÷ÚďÚŞʬʦ¤ĝďŭ÷ĽČťʦˈ¤ĝďðĝðĹ·ÖʦĹÚðûĝĖˉʫʦTĝĽ÷ÚďÚŞʦş·ĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦÐĝŊĹŅ˂ûĕĶĝĽÚÖʦ
travel restrictions pending trial from the end of April. On 5 August the court ordered 
Ņ÷·ŅʦTĝĽ÷ÚďÚŞʦŊĖÖÚĹðĝʦcompulsory treatment in a general psychiatric hospital. During 
÷ûĽʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ûĽʦĹŊďûĖðʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦTĝĽ÷ÚďÚŞʦ
·ĹĝĽÚʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ÷Úʦ·ĹĹûŞÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ·ČÚʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝĖʦʊʐʦ�ĶĹûďʦûĖʦ·ʦÐĝĕĶÚŅûŅûĝĖʦĽĶÚÚÖ˂ÐďûĕÏûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŲĝĝĹĽʦ
of high-rise buildings wearing a cap with the Ukrainian coat of arms and a sweatshirt with 
Ņ÷ÚʦûĖĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖʭʦ˒ʌʉʦťÚ·ĹĽʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖÐÚ˓ʦˌʅʂʠȍȋȆȡǵʟȊǽȁǳȈǽȀȊȋȎȏȡʟƒȆȍǳȢȊȂ]. 
AÚʦş·Ľʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦĽ÷ĝŊŅûĖðʦ ˒ĝÏĽÐÚĖÚʦĽďĝð·ĖĽʫ˓ʦ�ŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʬʦ ûŅʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦ
known the Investigative Committee had opened a criminal case against him. According 
ŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦTĝĽ÷ÚďÚŞʦČûÐČÚÖʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ÷ûĖĽʫʦEĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ
TĝĽ÷ÚďÚŞʦş·Ľʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦşÚ·ĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦÐďĝŅ÷ÚĽʫʦAÚʦsaid he had been held 
overnight in a police station where he had been handcuffed and his head had been beat-
en against a wall.

9 The ş÷ûŅÚ˂ÏďŊÚ˂ş÷ûŅÚʦŲ·ðʦûĽ a symbol of the Russian anti-war movement. It is a ĕĝÖûűÚÖʦŞÚĹĽûĝĖʦĝï the Rus-
Ľû·ĖʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦŲ·ðʫʦ�÷Ú red stripe symbolizing blood and war has been replaced by a white one. 

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/17/pensionerke-iz-ulan-ude-obvinyaemoy-v-napadenii-na-policeyskih-prodlili
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/13/adygeyskogo-aktivista-romana-taganova-osuzhdennogo-po-antivoennomu-delu
https://t.me/family_taganov/4
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/05/sud-v-volzhske-pomestil-aktivista-v-psihiatricheskuyu-bolnicu-po
https://t.me/ovdinfolive/7203
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• Roman Balyasinʬʦ³÷ÚďÚŭĖĝðĝĹĽČʦˈTĹ·ĽĖĝť·ĹĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖˉʫʦ�·ďť·ĽûĖʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ŅʦďûÏÚĹŅťʦĶÚĖÖ-
ing trial since the beginning of August. The case against Balyasin relates to the night 
ĝïʦʌʉʦRŊďťʦş÷ÚĖʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦĶ·ûĖŅʦĝŞÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚŅŅÚĹʦ³ʦûĖʦ·ĖʦûĖĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖʬʦ˒ƂǽȈǽ³ȊȋǶȋȍȎȆ˓ʦ
ˌZheleZnogorskˍʬʦ ĖÚ·Ĺʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ïĝĹÚĽŅʦ Ķ·ĹČʫʦAÚʦş·Ľʦ ĽŅĹŊÐČʦ ïĹĝĕʦÏÚ÷ûĖÖʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ·Ľʦ ÷Úʦ ĽşŊĖðʦ
ĝŊŅʦûĖʦĹÚ·ÐŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖČĖĝşĖʦ·ĽĽ·ûď·ĖŅʦïÚďďʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖʫʦ�·ďť·ĽûĖʦş·ĽʦŅ÷ÚĖʦĽŊĹĹĝŊĖÖ-
ÚÖʦÏťʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĕÚĖʦ ûĖʦÐûŞûďû·ĖʦÐďĝŅ÷ÚĽʬʦÐ·ĹĹťûĖðʬʦ·Ľʦ÷Úʦ ŅĝďÖʦTaiga.InfoʬʦÏ·ŅĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦűĹÚ-
·ĹĕĽʫʦEŅʦŅŊĹĖÚÖʦĝŊŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦ9��ʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʫʦ�÷ÚťʦÏÚ·Ņʦ�·ďť·ĽûĖʬʦûĖĽŊďŅÚÖʦ
him and threatened to rape him with a stick. He was left with bruises all over his body. 
�ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·Ľʦď·ŅÚĹʦĝĶÚĖÚÖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�·ďť·ĽûĖʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĽşŊĖðʦĝŊŅʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ
ĝïűÐÚĹʦŅĝʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚÖʦ÷ûĕʫ

• Anastasiya Eletskayaʬʦ ^ĝŞĝČŊŭĖÚŅĽČʦ ˈTÚĕÚĹĝŞĝʦ ĹÚðûĝĖˉʫʦ $ďÚŅĽČ·ť·ʦ ÷·Öʦ ÏÚÚĖʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ
pre-trial travel restrictions since May. In December she was given a one-year suspend-
ed sentence. The case against Eletskaya arose in May after she had walked with a friend 
Ķ·ĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦďĝÐ·ďʦĕÚĕĝĹû·ďʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ¥·ĹĹûĝĹ˂WûÏÚĹ·ŅĝĹʦˌ·ʟÐĝĶťʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĕÚĕĝĹû·ďʟŅĝʟ�ĝŞûÚŅʟĽĝď-
ÖûÚĹĽʟ ĶŊŅʟ ŊĶʟ ûĖʟ �ÚĹďûĖˌĽʟ �ĹÚĶŅĝşÚĹʟ }·ĹČʠʾʟ ŅĹ·ĖĽʤ]. The friend decided to tear the let-
ŅÚĹʦ³ʦĝïïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐ·ĹÖÏĝ·ĹÖʦĽŅ·Ĺʦ·ŅŅ·Ð÷ÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĖŊĕÚĖŅʫʦ}ĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʬʦĖĝŅûÐûĖðʦŅ÷ûĽʬʦ
Ņ÷ĹÚşʦ Ņ÷Úʦĕ·Ėʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖʦ·ĖÖʦ$ďÚŅĽČ·ť·ʬʦ ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ EĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅ-
ŅÚÚʬʦÏûŅʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ ďÚïŅʦ·Ĺĕʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦÏÚ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·Öʬʦ
neck and arms. She herself said in court that she felt someone grabbing her neck 
and bit the hand of the person who grabbed her in an attempt to free herself.

2.2.3. Preventive detentions as ‘prophylaxis’ 
against protests 
EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦŅĝʦŊĽÚʦŅ÷Úʦ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖ·ďʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦĝïʦĶĹÚŞÚĖ-
tive detentions of people in the Moscow underground system on holidays or other days when 
protest activity was anticipated. Detentions have usually been carried out after a CCTV camera 
÷·ĽʦûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦ·ʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦş÷ĝʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚÖʦûĖʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ
to OVD-InfoʬʦʊʍʊʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦş·ťʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʫ
}ĹÚŞÚĖŅûŞÚʦ ÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖĽʦ şÚĹÚʦ Ð·ĹĹûÚÖʦ ĝŊŅʦ ĝĖʦ ʑʦ ·ĖÖʦ ʒʦ ]·ťʦ ûĖʦ ÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦ şûŅ÷ʦ ¤ûÐŅĝĹťʦ  ·ťʬʦ
ĝĖʦʊʋʦRŊĖÚʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĽʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ ·ťʬʦĝĖʦʋʋʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĖĖûŞÚĹĽ·ĹťʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚ·ŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦʊʒʒʊʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅ-
ÚÖʦĶŊŅĽÐ÷ʦÏťʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦĝïʦ$ĕÚĹðÚĖÐťʦ ˌ:T�÷}ˍʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦʌʉʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕ-
ÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ťʦ}ŊŅûĖʦĽûðĖÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ðĹÚÚĕÚĖŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐÐÚĶŅ·ĖÐÚʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʦûĖŅĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ
�Ľʦ·ʦĹŊďÚʬʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦşÚĹÚʦŅ·ČÚĖʦŅĝʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ÷ÚďÖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦ÷ĝŊĹĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦ
without any charges. There were cases when the same person was detained twice in one day. 
Most of those detained did not intend to participate in protests but were going about their 
ŊĽŊ·ďʦÏŊĽûĖÚĽĽʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ûĽʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦûĖʦď·şʬʦ·ĖÖʦûŅĽʦĝĖďťʦĝŊŅÐĝĕÚʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦ
ŅĝʦÐ·ŊĽÚʦĕûĖĝĹʦÖûïűÐŊďŅûÚĽʦïĝĹʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʫ
EĖʦ ĝĹÖÚĹʦ Ņĝʦ ĶĹÚŞÚĖŅʦ ·ĖŅû˂ş·Ĺʦ ÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ ĝĖʦ ¤ûÐŅĝĹťʦ  ·ťʬʦ ď·şʦ ÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ ·ðÚĖ-
ÐûÚĽʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦ ďûĕûŅʦ Ņ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʦ ŅĝʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦŊĖÖÚĹðĹĝŊĖÖʦŅĹ·ûĖʦĖÚŅşĝĹČʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ
ĝĖʦʐʦ]·ťʬʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ]ûČ÷·ûďʟTĹûðÚĹ was detained in the entrance hall of the apartment building 

https://tayga.info/178575
https://zona.media/news/2023/01/19/ykysi_menta
https://data.ovdinfo.org/repressii-v-rossii-v-2022-godu#2
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/07/v-moskve-aktivista-arestovali-na-chetvero-sutok-obviniv-v-necenzurnoy-brani
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where he lived. The police said he was swearing loudly and ignoring his neighbours’ comments. 
For this he was jailed for four days. On the same day SOTA journalist Anna Loiko was detained 
ĖÚ·Ĺʦ÷ÚĹʦ÷ĝĕÚʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚŅÚŤŅʦş·Ľʦ÷ÚĹʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦĹÚïŊĽ·ďʦŅĝʦĽ÷ĝşʦ÷ÚĹʦĶ·ĽĽĶĝĹŅʦŅĝʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦ
ĝïűÐÚĹʫʦWĝûČĝʦş·Ľʦĉ·ûďÚÖʦïĝĹʦűŞÚʦÖ·ťĽʫ
An even tougher preventive measure used by law enforcement agencies in the run up to pro-
ŅÚĽŅĽʦş·ĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦĝïʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅûĖðʦĕ·ĽĽʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦĝïʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦĝĖʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦĝïʦűÐŅûŅûĝŊĽʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦûĖŞÚĽ-
tigations (see Chapter 2.4. Mass searches of activists and journalists on spurious grounds).

ʋʫʋʫʍʫʦ�÷Úʦ¤ÚĽĖ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʭʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ
of a movement that organised anti-war 
protests 
EĖʦÚ·Ĺďťʦ]·ťʬʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦVesnaʦˌ‘Spring’] youth movement were detained in St. Pe-
ŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʬʦ^ĝŞðĝĹĝÖʬʦ·ĖÖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʫʦ�ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦĝĶÚĖÚÖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚĕʦïĝĹʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦ
ûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦ·ʦĖĝĖ˂ĶĹĝűŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦûĖïĹûĖðÚĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďûŅťʦ·ĖÖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦĝïʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦˈArticle 
239, Part 3, RCC). The Investigative Committee considered that by publishing on the internet 
Ð·ďďĽʦŅĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚʦûĖʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦ÷·ŞÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦ·ĶĶĹĝŞ·ďʦïĹĝĕʦʋʎʦŅĝʦʋʐʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦ
ʋʉʋʋʬʦ¤ÚĽĖ·ʦûĖÐûŅÚÖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦŅĝʦÐĝĕĕûŅʦŊĖď·şïŊďʦ·ÐŅĽʫʦ̩ ʊʉˍ The maximum punishment for an of-
fence under this article is two years’ imprisonment.
The Vesna movement was established in 2013 in St. Petersburg; branches later appeared in oth-
ÚĹʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐûŅûÚĽʫʦEŅʦÖÚűĖÚÖʦûŅĽʦðĝ·ďʦ·Ľʦ˒ŅĝʟÐ÷·ĖðÚʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĹĹŊĶŅʟĹÚðûĕÚʟûĖʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʥʟŅĝʟÏŊûďÖʟ·ʟĽťĽŅÚĕʟ
Ï·ĽÚÖʟĝĖʟÖÚĕĝÐĹ·Ðťʟ·ĖÖʟ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʟĹûð÷ŅĽʫ˓ʦ¤ÚĽĖ·ʦŅĝĝČʦ·Ėʦ·ÐŅûŞÚʦĶ·ĹŅʦûĖʦŞ·ĹûĝŊĽʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ
anti-war protests that began immediately after Russia started its full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 
dĖʦ¤ûÐŅĝĹťʦ ·ťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦïĝĹʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦŅĝʦĉĝûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦEĕĕĝĹŅ·ďʦ�ÚðûĕÚĖŅʦĕ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ
the slogan ‘�÷ÚťʟÖûÖĖˌŅʟűð÷ŅʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ûĽʫ˓ʦ�÷Úʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅĽʦĕ·ÖÚʦĝĖʦʐ˂ʒʦ]·ťʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹĝÏ·Ïďťʦ·ûĕÚÖʬʦ·ĕĝĖðʦ
ĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ûĖðĽʬʦ·ŅʦÖûĽĹŊĶŅûĖðʦŅ÷ûĽʦĶď·ĖĖÚÖʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫ
On 7 May the homes of ¤·ďÚĖŅûĖʟT÷ĝĹĝĽ÷ÚĖûĖ and Evgeny Zateev were searched in St. Petersburg 
and the two men were taken to Moscow for questioning. Searches also took place at the home 
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦ¤ÚĽĖ·˓ĽʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦÐĝĝĹÖûĖ·ŅĝĹʬʦBogdan Litvinʬʦş÷ĝʦş·Ľʦ·ďĹÚ·Öťʦ·ÏĹĝ·Öʦ·ŅʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
ŅûĕÚʫʦ dĖʦ ʑʦ ]·ťʬʦ Roman Maksimov was arrested in Novgorod and taken to Moscow after 
÷ûĽʦ÷ĝĕÚʦş·ĽʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʫʦ]·ČĽûĕĝŞʦÖÚĖûÚÖʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ·ʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦ¤ÚĽĖ·ʫʦdĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖûð÷Ņʦĝïʦʑ˂ʒʦ]·ťʬʦ
the Moscow homes of Ivan DrobotovʬʦAngelina RoshchupkoʬʦTimofei Vaskin and of the mother 
of Darya Pak (Pak herself was outside Russia) were searched.

10 This is not the űĹĽŅʦÐ·ĽÚʦş÷ÚĖʦArticle 239 of the Russian Criminal Code has been used against an organisa-
tion that called for the holding of ĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʦÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ·ďÏÚûŅʦÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖûÖ not have the ap-
proval of the authorities. In Ķ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʬʦûĖ ʋʉʋʊʬʦAleksei NavalnyʬʦLeonid Volkov and Ivan ZhdanovʬʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦ
by the Investigative Committee to be leaders of the �ĖŅû˂�ĝĹĹŊĶŅûĝĖʦ9ĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖʬʦşÚĹÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷Ú·ÖûĖðʦ
a ĖĝĖ˂ĶĹĝűŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷Ú activities of which are associated with inducing citizens to commit unlawful acts 
(Article 239, Part 2, RCC). In Ņ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦŅ÷Ú protest rallies following Navalny’s arrest were cited as unlawful acts. 

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/08/sud-v-moskve-arestoval-zhurnalistku-sota-annu-loyko-na-pyat-sutok
https://ovd.news/tags/vesna-0
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�ĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚ˂ŅĹû·ďʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦûĕĶĝĽÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽûŤʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÚĽʬʦT÷ĝĹĝĽ÷ÚĖûĖʬʦ³·ŅÚÚŞʬʦ]·ČĽûĕĝŞʬʦ
¤·ĽČûĖʬʦ ĹĝÏĝŅĝŞʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ�ĝĽÐ÷ŊĶČĝʦşÚĹÚʦ ïĝĹÏûÖÖÚĖʦ Ņĝʦ ďÚ·ŞÚʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅĽʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦʑʦĶʫĕʫʦ
·ĖÖʦʑʦ·ʫĕʫʬʦŅĝʦŊĽÚʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʬʦŅÚďÚĶ÷ĝĖÚʦĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝĽŅ·ďʦĽťĽŅÚĕʬʦĝĹʦŅĝʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûÐ·ŅÚʦşûŅ÷ʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ
defendants in the case.
EĖʦRŊĖÚʬʦEŞ·Ėʦ ĹĝÏĝŅĝŞʦÐŊŅʦĝïïʦ÷ûĽʦÚďÚÐŅĹĝĖûÐʦ·ĖČďÚʦÏĹ·ÐÚďÚŅʦ·ĖÖʦŲÚÖʦŅĝʦ:ÚĝĹðû·ʫʦW·ŅÚĹʬʦ�ĝĕ·Ėʦ
Maksimov managed to leave Russia.
Ekaterina Goncharovaʬʦ ïĹĝĕʦ�Ņʫʦ }ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʬʦ ûĽʦ ·ďĽĝʦ ·ʦ ÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ð·ĽÚʫʦ �÷Úʦ ďÚïŅʦ �ŊĽĽû·ʦ
ûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʫʦEĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ·ʦş·ĹĹ·ĖŅʦş·ĽʦûĽĽŊÚÖʦïĝĹʦ÷ÚĹʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʫ
EĖʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦûĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚďťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ¤ÚĽĖ·ʦûĽĽŊÚÖʦ·ʦĶŊÏďûÐʦÐ·ďďʦïĝĹʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦŅĝʦŅ·ČÚʦĶ·ĹŅʦûĖʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦ
·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦûŅʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦČĖĝşĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĶʦşÚĹÚʦĖĝşʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖ·ďďťʦÏÚûĖðʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅÚÖʦ
for incitement of riots (Article 212, Part 1.1, RCC). It remains unknown who will be charged with 
this offence and to what it is related.
dĖʦʌʉʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦÖÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ¤ÚĽĖ·ʦÏÚʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕ-
ûĽŅʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʫʦdĖʦʏʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ĽʦĽŊÐ÷ʫʦ
�÷Úʦ ÖÚŅ·ûďĽʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ď·şĽŊûŅʦ ÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ Ïťʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓Ľʦ ĝïűÐÚʦ şÚĹÚʦ Ðď·ĽĽûűÚÖʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĖÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦ
the movement’s activists nor its lawyers in court saw them.

2.2.5. Prosecutions for ‘performances’ and 
other art-based protests 
EĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦŅĝĝČʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕʦĖĝŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽŊ·ďʦĹ·ďďûÚĽʦÏŊŅʦĝïʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚĽʦĝïʦ·Ėʦ·ĹŅûĽŅûÐʦ
Ė·ŅŊĹÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ·ďĽĝʦďÚÖʦŅĝʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʫ
EĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʬʦIgor Maltsev was given a disproportionately harsh sentence of three years 
·ĖÖʦ Úûð÷ŅʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʦ ûĖʦ ·ʦ ĶÚĖ·ďʦ ÐĝďĝĖťʦ ïĝĹʦ ÏŊĹĖûĖðʦ ·Ėʦ Úïűðťʦ ûĖʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ ŊĖûïĝĹĕʦ ĝĖʦ ʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦÖ·ťʦÐÚďÚÏĹ·ŅûĖðʦ]·ĽďÚĖûŅĽ·ʦ̩ }·ĖÐ·ČÚʟ ·ťˍʫʦdĖʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚïűðťʦş·Ľʦ·ʦÏ·ðʦĕ·ÖÚʦĝïʦÐďĝŅ÷ʦ
inscribed with the words ‘�·ČÚʟ ûŅʟ Ï·ÐČ.’ The Vesna movement published a video of the per-
ïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĕĕÚĖŅʬʦ˒�ĖĝĖťĕĝŊĽʟ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʟÖÚĕ·ĖÖʦʟˋ�·ČÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʟ·ĖÖʟÏĝÖûÚĽʟÏ·ÐČʟ
Ņĝʟ �ŊĽĽû·ʩ’.’ Maltsev and �ĝű·ʟ �ÚĕÚĖĝŞ·ʬʦ ·ʦ ÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ľ·ĕÚʦ Ð·ĽÚʬʦşÚĹÚʦ Ð÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ
hooliganism committed by a group of persons motivated by political hatred (Article 213, Part 2, 
RCCˉʫʦ}ÚĖÖûĖðʦŅĹû·ďʬʦ]·ďŅĽÚŞʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦ·ĖÖʦ�ÚĕÚĖĝŞ·ʦş·ĽʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦ
restrictions. She was able to escape from Russia.
EĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦAleksei Nechushkin was remandedʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʫʦdĖʦʋʐʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ÷Úʦhad writ-
tenʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦÐ·Ĺʬʦ˒}ÚĝĶďÚʥʟĹûĽÚʟŊĶʩ’ ‘�÷ûĽʟûĽʟş·Ĺ’ and ‘}ŊŅûĖʟûĽʟĽÐŊĕʬ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦÖĹûŞÚĖʦûĖŅĝʦïÚĖÐûĖðʦ
ĝĖʦ}ŊĽ÷ČûĖʦ�ĸŊ·ĹÚʦ·ĖÖʦĽÚŅʦűĹÚʦŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦÐ·Ĺʫʦ^ĝʦĝĖÚʦş·Ľʦ÷ŊĹŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦ^ÚÐ÷ŊĽ÷ČûĖʦ
Ö·ĕ·ðÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦĝşĖʦĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĝĖʦʊʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦ·ĖÖʦĽûĖÐÚʦʊʦdÐ-
tober he has been on trial for hooliganism (Article 213, Part 2, RCC).
dĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ėûð÷Ņʦ ĝïʦ ʊʊʦ]·ťʬʦGrigory Mumrikov was detained in Moscow. Initially he was jailed 
for ten days on charges of using foul language in a public place; then he was remanded in cus-
tody for hooliganism committed in a group (Article 213, Part 2, RCC). According to the Inves-
Ņûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦ]ŊĕĹûČĝŞʦ÷·ÖʦûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦĶ÷ĝŅĝðĹ·Ķ÷ʦ·ʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹŅûĽŅʦ ·Ėûď·ʦ

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/26/sud-prigovoril-k-3-godam-i-8-mesyacam-kolonii-figuranta-dela-o-sozhzhennom
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#5:~:text=%D0%9C%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B2%D0%B0-,%D0%90%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%B9%20%D0%9D%D0%B5%D1%87%D1%83%D1%88%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%BD.,-%D0%9F%D0%BE%20%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B8%20%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B4%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%8F
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/02/28/v-moskve-zaveli-ugolovnoe-delo-na-voditelya-mashiny-s-nadpisyami-narod?_gl=1*16xfcky*_ga*MzYwMzE0OTM4LjE2ODQwNjk0MDg.*_ga_J7DH9NKJ0R*MTY4NDA4ODU3NC40LjEuMTY4NDA4ODgxNS42MC4wLjA.
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/02/28/v-moskve-zaveli-ugolovnoe-delo-na-voditelya-mashiny-s-nadpisyami-narod?_gl=1*16xfcky*_ga*MzYwMzE0OTM4LjE2ODQwNjk0MDg.*_ga_J7DH9NKJ0R*MTY4NDA4ODU3NC40LjEuMTY4NDA4ODgxNS42MC4wLjA.
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#5-1:~:text=%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B8%20%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%89%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%BE%20%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B0.-,%D0%94%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B0%20%D0%A2%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BA%D0%BE,-%2C%20%D1%85%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%2C%2033%20%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0
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�Č·Ð÷ÚĖČĝʬʦş÷ĝʦĶď·ĖĖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅŊĹĖʦĝĖʦ·ûĹʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖÚĹĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦşĝŊďÖʦÚĕûŅʦÏďŊÚʦ·ĖÖʦťÚďďĝşʦĽĕĝČÚʦ
Ų·ĹÚĽʦĖÚ·Ĺʦ�ÚÖʦ�ĸŊ·ĹÚʦÖŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ¤ûÐŅĝĹťʦ}·Ĺ·ÖÚʦĝĖʦʒʦ]·ťʫʦ�÷ÚʦÚŞÚĖŅʦş·ĽʦŅĝʦÏÚʦď·ŊĖÐ÷ÚÖʦĹÚ-
ĕĝŅÚďťʦˈ�Č·Ð÷ÚĖČĝʦ÷·ÖʦďÚïŅʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ÷ÚʦûĖĽŅ·ďďÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ûĹʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖÚĹĽˉʬʦÏŊŅʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ
ĝïűÐÚĹĽʦÖûĽĹŊĶŅÚÖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ĹŅûĽŅʦ Ðď·ûĕĽʦĝĖďťʦ÷ÚʦČĖÚşʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷ÚʦŊĶ-
coming performance. On 8 August Mumrikov was released from custody and placed under 
house arrest.
A case of vandalism (Article 214 RCC) was opened in Moscow after several people painted 
Ņ÷Úʦş·ŅÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝŊĖŅ·ûĖʦ˒]ŊĽûÐʦĝïʦ:ďĝĹť˓ʦşûŅ÷ʦĹÚÖʦĶ·ûĖŅʦĝĖʦʋʍʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦĽûŤʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ�ÚĽûÖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝŊĖŅ·ûĖʦŅ÷ÚťʦďÚïŅʦ·ʦŲťÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖĽʦ˒A·ĖÖĽʟ
ûĖʟ�ďĝĝÖ˓ʦˌˋ�ŊČûʟ¤ʟČĹĝŞûˌʠʾʟŊĽûĖðʟ·ĖʟŊĶĶÚĹʻÐ·ĽÚʟW·ŅûĖʟďÚŅŅÚĹʟ¤ʟûĖʟĶď·ÐÚʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ťĹûďďûÐʟďĝşÚĹʻÐ·ĽÚʠʽʟ
trans.ˍʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĹÚşʦ·ʦĶ·ûĹʦĝïʦÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖ˓ĽʦĽďûĶĶÚĹĽʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖʦ˒Wûŭ·’ into the water in memory 
of a four-year-old girl killed by a missile strike in Vinnitsa. Aleksandr NizamovʬʦʊʒʦťÚ·ĹĽʦĝïʦ·ðÚʬʦ
ş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦĝĖʦʋʐʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦÏŊŅʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦŅşĝʦÖ·ťĽʦď·ŅÚĹʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦĝşĖʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽ·ĖÐÚʫʦ}ĝďûÐÚʦĝĶÚĹ·-
ŅûŞÚĽʦï·ûďÚÖʦŅĝʦűĖÖʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʬʦAnna VyalkinaʬʦĽĝʦŅ÷ÚťʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ÷ÚĹʦ÷ŊĽ-
Ï·ĖÖʦ·ĖÖʦ ïĝĹÐÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦ ŅĝʦÐ·ďďʦ÷ÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝĖŞûĖÐÚʦ÷ÚĹʦ ŅĝʦŞĝďŊĖŅ·Ĺûďťʦ ĽŊĹĹÚĖÖÚĹʫʦ ŊĹûĖðʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐ·ďďʬʦ
·ĖʦĝïűÐÚĹʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦÖÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʦˌ‘Centre E’ˍʦŅĝĝČʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ÷ĝĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦĽ·ûÖʭʦ
‘�÷ĝşʟĽĝĕÚʟďĝŞÚʟŅĝʟťĝŊĹʟ÷ŊĽÏ·ĖÖʤʟEʟşĝŊďÖʟĽ·ťʥʟÐĝĕĶ·ĽĽûĝĖ.’ Vyalkina nevertheless did not give 
ûĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʫʦAÚĹʦ÷ŊĽÏ·ĖÖʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĹĖûĖðʫʦ¤ť·ďČûĖ·ʬʦ
^ûŭ·ĕĝŞʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʬʦTatyana MatveevaʬʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÏďÚʦŅĝʦďÚ·ŞÚʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫ
W·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦĸŊ·ďûűÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝĽŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦParty of the Deadʦ̩ ʊʊˍ about an art perfor-
mance at a cemetery as offensive to the sensibilities of believers (Article 148 RCC). In the per-
ïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚʬʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦ ûĖʦÏď·ÐČʦÐďĝ·ČĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶ÷ĝŅĝðĹ·Ķ÷ÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĶĝĽŅÚĹĽʦ ĹÚ·ÖûĖðʦ ˒Christ is risen, 
ÏŊŅʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĖĽÐĹûĶŅʟûĽʟĖĝŅʬ˓ʦ ˒$ĖĝŊð÷ʟş·ĹʥʟÐûŞûďû·ĖĽʟşûďďʟĖĝŅʟĹûĽÚʟïĹĝĕʟŅ÷ÚʟÖÚ·Öʬ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
·ʦÏ·ÐČðĹĝŊĖÖʦĝïʦðĹ·ŞÚĽʫʦdĖʦûŅĽʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʬʦŅ÷Úʦ}·ĹŅťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ Ú·Öʦsaidʭʦ˒�÷ÚʟĽ·ÐĹÚÖʟ÷ĝď-
ûÖ·ťʟĝïʟ$·ĽŅÚĹʟĹÚÐÚĖŅďťʟĶ·ĽĽÚÖʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟŞÚĹťʟ÷Ú·ĹŅʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟşĝĹďÖʠʾʟûĖʟ·ʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟÐÚĕÚŅÚĹťʤʟ
^ĝʟĝĖÚʟĹĝĽÚʟïĹĝĕʟŅ÷ÚʟÖÚ·Öʤ˓ʦdĖʦʊʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ·ĽʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦ·ĖʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦûĖŅĝʦ·ĖʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦ˒ĝï-
ïÚĖÖûĖðʦĽÚĖĽûÏûďûŅûÚĽʦĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦ$·ĽŅÚĹʬ˓ʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦsearches were conducted of the homes of per-
ĽĝĖĽʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ}·ĹŅťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ Ú·ÖʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦMaksim Evstropovʬʦş÷ĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·-
tive Committee considers coordinator of the project. Evstropov himself had already left Russia 
·ŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅûĕÚʫʦEĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦûŅʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦČĖĝşĖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ʦş·ĹĹ·ĖŅʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦûĽĽŊÚÖʦïĝĹʦ÷ûĽʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʫ

11 The Party of the Dead is an artistic and political project whose participants hold performances wearing 
masks of dead people and play up the theme of death. It was created in 2017 and has an anti-war and an-
ti-militarist orientation. 

https://holod.media/2022/11/08/pobeg-iz-rossii/
https://ovd.news/tags/partiya-mertvyh
https://t.me/partyofthedead/1326
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/01/u-aktivistov-partii-mertvyh-prohodyat-obyski-po-delu-ob-oskorblenii-chuvstv
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2.3. Prosecutions for anti-war 
statements 
2.3.1. Prosecutions under administrative and 
criminal law for discrediting the Russian army 
and for ‘fake news’ about the Russian army 
The new laws on discrediting the Russian army and ‘fake 
news’ about the Russian army and their unlawful nature.
dĖʦʍʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦĖÚşʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝÖÚʦĝïʦ�ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦdïïÚĖÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�Ĺûĕû-
Ė·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʬʦÚĽĽÚĖŅû·ďďťʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ûĖðʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĽĶÚÚÐ÷ʦˈĽÚÚʦ�·ÏďÚʦʋʫʊˉʫʦ�ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ûĕÚÖʦ·Ņʦ˒ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦ
the use of the armed forces of the Russian Federation’ and ‘ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʟŅ÷ÚʟÚŤÚĹÐûĽÚʟÏťʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ
ĽŅ·ŅÚʟÏĝÖûÚĽʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟĶĝşÚĹĽʟĝŊŅĽûÖÚʟŅ÷ÚʟŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʬ˓ʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦÐ·ďďĽʦŅĝʦĝÏ-
ĽŅĹŊÐŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕťʬʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹĝ÷ûÏûŅÚÖʫʦ�ʦűĹĽŅʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦČûĖÖʦĖĝşʦï·ďďĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ
Article 20.3.3 RCAOʦ ·ĖÖʦ ûĽʦĶŊĖûĽ÷·ÏďÚʦÏťʦ·ʦűĖÚʫʦ�÷ÚʦűĖÚʦĕ·ťʦÏÚʦ÷ûð÷ÚĹʦ ûïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ˒ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦ
of the army’ is accompanied by incitement to take part in a rally that did not have the authori-
ŅûÚĽ˓ʦ·ĶĶĹĝŞ·ďʦĝĹʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚĽʦ·ʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅʦŅĝʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʬʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĝĹÖÚĹʦĝĹʦûĖïĹ·ĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʦˈArticle 20.3.3, Part 
2, RCAO).
Sentencing for an offence under this administrative article comes into force after it has been 
ŊĶ÷ÚďÖʦûĖʦ·ʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʦĝĹʬʦûïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦűĖÚÖʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʬʦŅÚĖʦÖ·ťĽʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚďûŞÚĹťʦ
ĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĹŊďûĖðʦ·ŅʦűĹĽŅʦ ûĖĽŅ·ĖÐÚʫʦ9ĹĝĕʦŅ÷·ŅʦĕĝĕÚĖŅʦĝĖʬʦ·ʦĹÚĶÚ·ŅʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦĕ·ťʦ ďÚ·ÖʦŅĝʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ
prosecution under Article 280.3, Part 1, RCC. The maximum penalty for this offence is three 
years’ imprisonment. Criminal liability for discrediting the use of the Russian army may come 
ûĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚďťʬʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦ·ʦĶĹÚďûĕûĖ·Ĺťʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦűĖÚʬʦ ûïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·ÐŅʦĝïʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦ÷·ĽʦÐ·ŊĽÚÖʦ
÷·ĹĕʦŅĝʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĝĹÖÚĹʦĝĹʦûĖïĹ·ĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʦˈArticle 280.3, Part 2, RCC).
�Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ľ·ĕÚʦ ŅûĕÚʦ ·Ľʦ ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŊĽÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·Ĺĕťʦ ş·Ľʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďûĽÚÖʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÖûĽĽÚĕûĖ·ŅûĝĖʦ
of information known to be false (‘fake news’) under the guise of reliable information about 
the use of the Russian armed forces or the use by Russian state bodies of their powers outside 
the territory of the Russian Federation was also criminalised. The maximum penalty for such 
an offence in its ‘basic’ version (Article 207.3, Part 1, RCC) is three years’ imprisonment. How-
ÚŞÚĹʬʦ ûïʦ Ņ÷ÚĹÚʦ ·ĹÚʦ ·ððĹ·Ş·ŅûĖðʦ ÐûĹÐŊĕĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦ ûĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʬʦ ûĖÐďŊÖÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦ ·ĖʦĝïűÐû·ďʦ
ĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʬʦÐĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ĖʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦÏťʦ·ʦðĹĝŊĶʦĝïʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦĝĹʦ·ʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ˒ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖ˓ʦ
(Article 207.3, Part 2, RCCˉʬʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĶÚĖ·ďŅťʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚĽʦŅĝʦŅÚĖʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦ�ĖŅûďʦ
]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦĽÚŞÚĹÚʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅĽʦïĝĹʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦïĝĹʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹ-
rorism by means of the internet (Article 205.2, Part 2, RCCˉʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʦ
of seven years in a penal colony.
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9ûĖ·ďďťʬʦûïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖûĽĽÚĕûĖ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕťʦÐ·ŊĽÚĽʦ˒ðĹ·ŞÚʦÐĝĖĽÚĸŊÚĖÐ-
es’ (Article 207.3, Part 3, RCCˉʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʦşĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦïĹĝĕʦʊʉʦŅĝʦʊʎʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦ
�÷Úʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦÖÚűĖÚʦş÷·ŅʦÚŤ·ÐŅďťʦûĽʦĕÚ·ĖŅʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĕʦ˒ðĹ·ŞÚʦÐĝĖĽÚĸŊÚĖÐÚʫ˓

Article Possible Punishment

Article 20.3.3, Part 1, RCAO: ‘Public actions aimed 
at discrediting the use of the Russian armed forces 
ŅĝʦĶĹĝŅÚÐŅʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ĖÖʦûŅĽʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʬʦŅĝʦ
ĕ·ûĖŅ·ûĖʦûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦĶÚ·ÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ
public calls to prevent the use of the Russian armed 
ïĝĹÐÚĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÏĝŞÚʦĶŊĹĶĝĽÚĽʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦ
aimed at discrediting the use by Russian state bod-
ies of their powers outside the territory of Russia 
for the above purposes...’

Fines:
9ĝĹʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦ˅ʦïĹĝĕʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦ
ŅĝʦʎʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʮ
9ĝĹʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĝïűÐû·ďĽʦ˅ʦïĹĝĕʦʊʉʉʬʉʉʉʦ
ŅĝʦʋʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʮ
9ĝĹʦďÚð·ďʦÚĖŅûŅûÚĽʦ˅ʦïĹĝĕʦʌʉʉʬʉʉʉʦ
ŅĝʦʎʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ

Article 20.3.3, Part 2, RCAOʭʦ˒�÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ
accompanied by calls to hold public events without 
ĝïűÐû·ďʦ·ĶĶĹĝŞ·ďʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦÐĹÚ·ŅûĖðʦ·ʦŅ÷ĹÚ·Ņʦĝïʦ÷·Ĺĕʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦďûïÚʦĝĹʦ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʦĝïʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʬʦĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʬʦ·ʦŅ÷ĹÚ·Ņʦĝïʦ
mass disruption of public order or public safety or a 
threat of interference with the functioning or cessa-
ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦïŊĖÐŅûĝĖûĖðʦĝïʦÚĽĽÚĖŅû·ďʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʬʦŅĹ·ĖĽ-
ĶĝĹŅʦĝĹʦĽĝÐû·ďʦûĖïĹ·ĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʬʦÐĹÚÖûŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ
ÚĖÚĹðťʬʦûĖÖŊĽŅĹťʦĝĹʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦï·ÐûďûŅûÚĽʫʫʫ˓

Fines:
9ĝĹʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦ˅ʦïĹĝĕʦʎʉʬʉʉʉʦ
ŅĝʦʊʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʮ
9ĝĹʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĝïűÐû·ďĽʦ˅ʦïĹĝĕʦʋʉʉʬʉʉʉʦ
ŅĝʦʌʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʮ
9ĝĹʦďÚð·ďʦÚĖŅûŅûÚĽʦ˅ʦïĹĝĕʦʎʉʉʬʉʉʉʦ
to 1m roubles.

Article 280.3, Part 1, RCCʭʦ�÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĽʦÖÚ-
ĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦûĖʦ�ĹŅûÐďÚʦʋʉʫʌʫʌʬʦ}·ĹŅʦʊʬʦ���dʬʦ˒ÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦ
by a person after they have been convicted under 
administrative law of a similar act in the course of 
one year.’ 

Fine: ʊʉʉʬʉʉʉʦŅĝʦʌʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ
or the equivalent of the convicted 
person’s salary over a period from 
one to two years.
Forced labour: up to three years.
R·ûďʦŅÚĹĕʭʦïĹĝĕʦïĝŊĹʦŅĝʦĽûŤʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʫ
Imprisonment: up to three years + 
deprivation of the right to hold 
certain positions or engage in cer-
tain activities for the same period.

Article 280.3, Part 2, RCCʭʦ�÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĽʦÖÚ-
ĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦûĖʦ�ĹŅûÐďÚʦʋʉʫʌʫʌʬʦ}·ĹŅʦʊʬʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ���dʭʦ˒Ð·ŊĽûĖðʦ
ÖÚ·Ņ÷ʦÏťʦĖÚðďûðÚĖÐÚʦĝĹʦ÷·ĹĕʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʦĝïʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʬʦ
ĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʬʦĕ·ĽĽʦÖûĽĹŊĶŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĝĹÖÚĹʦĝĹʦĶŊÏďûÐʦ
safety or interfering with the functioning or cessa-
ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦïŊĖÐŅûĝĖûĖðʦĝïʦÚĽĽÚĖŅû·ďʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʬʦŅĹ·ĖĽ-
ĶĝĹŅʦĝĹʦĽĝÐû·ďʦûĖïĹ·ĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʬʦÐĹÚÖûŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ
ÚĖÚĹðťʬʦûĖÖŊĽŅĹû·ďʦĝĹʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦï·ÐûďûŅûÚĽʫ˓ʦ

Fines: ïĹĝĕʦʌʉʉʬʉʉʉʦŅĝʦʊĕʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ
or the equivalent of the convicted 
person’s salary over a period from 
one to two years.
Imprisonment: ŊĶʦŅĝʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ̉ʦ
deprivation of the right to hold 
certain positions or engage in cer-
tain activities for the same period.
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Article Possible Punishment

Article 280.3, Part 2, RCCʭʦ�÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ
·ĽʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦûĖʦ�ĹŅûÐďÚʦʋʉʫʌʫʌʬʦ}·ĹŅʦʊʬʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ���dʭʦ
‘causing death by negligence or harm to the health 
ĝïʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʬʦĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʬʦĕ·ĽĽʦÖûĽĹŊĶŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĶŊÏďûÐʦ
order or public safety or interfering with the func-
tioning or cessation of functioning of essential 
ĶŊÏďûÐʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʬʦŅĹ·ĖĽĶĝĹŅʦĝĹʦĽĝÐû·ďʦûĖïĹ·ĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʬʦ
ÐĹÚÖûŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦÚĖÚĹðťʬʦûĖÖŊĽŅĹû·ďʦĝĹʦÐĝĕĕŊ-
nications facilities.’ 

Fines: ïĹĝĕʦʌʉʉʬʉʉʉʦŅĝʦʊĕʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ
or the equivalent of the convicted 
person’s salary over a period from 
one to two years.
Imprisonment: ŊĶʦŅĝʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ̉ʦ
deprivation of the right to hold 
certain positions or engage in cer-
tain activities for the same period.

Article 207.3, Part 1, RCC: ˒}ŊÏďûÐʦÖûĽĽÚĕûĖ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ
ŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦðŊûĽÚʦĝïʦĹÚďû·ÏďÚʦĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʬʦĝïʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ
known to be false that contains information about 
the use of the Russian armed forces to protect 
Ņ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ĖÖʦûŅĽʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʬʦŅĝʦĕ·ûĖŅ·ûĖʦ
ûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦĶÚ·ÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦÐĝĖŅ·ûĖ-
ing information about the use by Russian state bod-
ies of their powers outside the territory of Russia 
for the above purposes.’ 

Fines:ʦïĹĝĕʦʐʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ
to 1.5m roubles or the equiv-
alent of the convicted per-
son’s salary over a period from 
one to one and a half years.
Corrective labour: up to one year.
Forced labour: up to three years.
Imprisonment: up to three years.

Article 207.3, Part 2, RCC: ˒�÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦ·ÐŅʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʭ
Ïťʦ·ʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦŊĽûĖðʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʮ
Ïťʦ·ʦðĹĝŊĶʦĝïʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʬʦ·ʦðĹĝŊĶʦĝïʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦÏťʦĶĹûĝĹʦ
conspiracy or an organised group;
şûŅ÷ʦ·ĹŅûűÐû·ďďťʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦ·ÐÐŊĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʮ
on grounds of self-interest;
ĝĖʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʬʦûÖÚĝďĝðûÐ·ďʬʦĹ·Ðû·ďʬʦÚŅ÷ĖûÐʦ
ĝĹʦĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦĝĹʦÚĖĕûŅťʬʦĝĹʦĝĖʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦĝïʦ÷·-
tred or enmity against any social group.’

Fines: from 3m roubles to 5m rou-
bles or the equivalent of the con-
victed persons salary over a period 
ïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦŅĝʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʫ
Forced labour:ʦŊĶʦŅĝʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ̉ʦ
deprivation of the right to hold 
certain positions or engage in cer-
tain activities for the same period.
Imprisonment:ʦïĹĝĕʦűŞÚʦ
to ten years + deprivation 
of the right to hold certain posi-
tions or engage in certain activities 
for the same period.

Article 207.3, Part 3, RCC: ‘Acts provided for by Part 
ʊʦ·ĖÖʦ}·ĹŅʦʋʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦ�ĹŅûÐďÚʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦŅ÷ÚťʦÐ·ŊĽÚʦðĹ·ŞÚʦ
consequences.’ 

Imprisonment: from 
10 to 15 years + deprivation 
of the right to hold certain posi-
tions or engage in certain activities 
ïĝĹʦŊĶʦŅĝʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʫ

Table 2.1. Penalties for discrediting the Russian army and for ‘fake news’ about 
the Russian army
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The project ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ considers that the penalties for both discrediting 
the Russian army and spreading ‘fake news’ about the use of the army contradict the Russian 
Constitution and fundamental principles of law. They violate the constitutional right to free-
Öĝĕʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷ĝŊð÷Ņʬʦ ĽĶÚÚÐ÷ʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÖûĽĽÚĕûĖ·ŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ ˈArticle 29 of the Russian Con-
stitution) and similar rights enshrined in international instruments (Article 10 of the Euro-
pean Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, Article 
19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights). The Russian state can explain 
Ņ÷ÚʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖʦĝïʦïĹÚÚÖĝĕʦĝïʦĽĶÚÚÐ÷ʦĝĖďťʦÏťʦĕÚ·ĖĽʦĝïʦ·ʦĶÚĹŞÚĹŅÚÖʦďĝðûÐʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
unleashing and waging a war of aggression on the territory of another country is supposed-
ďťʦĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹťʦŅĝʦÚĖĽŊĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦĝĹʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĖťŅ÷ûĖðʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ûĖÖÚĹĽʦ
the conduct of this war threatens the security of Russia.
EĖʦŅ÷ÚĝĹťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦûĕĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĕ·ĹŅû·ďʦď·şʦÐĝŊďÖʦ·ďďĝşʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦŅĝʦďÚð·ďďťʦÚŤÚĹÐûĽÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÐÚĖ-
ĽĝĹĽ÷ûĶʫʦdĖʦʊʒʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ}ŊŅûĖʦÖÚÐď·ĹÚÖʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ʦĹÚðûĕÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
÷ÚʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹĽʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦÏŊŅʦĕ·ĹŅû·ďʦ ď·şʦ÷·ĽʦĖĝŅʦťÚŅʦÏÚÚĖʦûĕĶĝĽÚÖʦûĖʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
·ĹÚʦûĖʦï·ÐŅʦďÚð·ďďťʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ·ĖÖʦÚŞÚĖʦûïʦûŅʦşÚĹÚʬʦûŅʦşĝŊďÖʦĖĝŅʦ·ŊŅĝĕ·ŅûÐ·ďďťʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅʦïĹÚÚÖĝĕʦ
of expression since a special law would have to be passed for this purpose.

Enforcement of the articles of the Russian Criminal Code 
on discrediting the army and ‘fake news’ about the army
^ÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦĖĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝÖÚʦĝïʦ�ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦdïïÚĖÐÚĽʦÖÚűĖÚĽʦş÷·Ņʦ˒ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖð˓ʦ
ĕÚ·ĖĽʫʦEĖʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʬʦ·ĖťʦÖûĽ·ðĹÚÚĕÚĖŅʦşûŅ÷ʦĝĹʦĖÚð·ŅûŞÚʦ·ĽĽÚĽĽĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·˓ĽʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦ
·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖʦ˒ş·Ĺ˓ʦûĖĽŅÚ·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦŅÚĹĕʦ˒ ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʬ˓ʦûĽʦÐĝĖ-
ĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĶĹĝĽ-
ecution of Nizhny Novgorod activist Aleksei PodnebesnyʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦruled that use of the words 
‘special operation’ in quotation marks ‘ŊĖÖĝŊÏŅÚÖďťʟ ûĖÖûÐ·ŅÚĽʟ·Ėʟ ûĹĝĖûÐʥʟĖÚð·ŅûŞÚʥʟÖûĽĶ·Ĺ·ðûĖðʟ
ĕÚ·ĖûĖðʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ·ÏĝŞÚʟşĝĹÖĽ.’ Timofei Efremovʬʦ·ʦ«·ČŊŅʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʬʦş·ĽʦïĝŊĖÖʦðŊûďŅťʦĝïʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖ-
ûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĕťʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦ÷ÚʦŊĽÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖʦ˒ïĹĝĖŅ˓ʦûĖʦ·ʦÐĝĕĕÚĖŅʦŅĝʦ ĝŭ÷Öʦ�¤ʬʦş÷ÚĖʦ÷ÚʦĽ÷ĝŊďÖʦ
÷·ŞÚʦ Ľ·ûÖʦ ˒ďûĖÚʦĝïʦÐĝĖŅ·ÐŅʬ˓ʦ ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʫʦ�÷ûĽʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦş·Ľʦ ĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦquashed 
·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦÐďĝĽÚÖʬʦÏŊŅʦĝĖʦ·ʦŅÚÐ÷ĖûÐ·ďûŅťʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦ$ïĹÚĕĝŞʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝŅʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ĶĶĹĝĶĹû·ŅÚďťʦ
ĖĝŅûűÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅŊŅÚʦĝïʦďûĕûŅ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ÷·ÖʦÚŤĶûĹÚÖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʫ
}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦ ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦ şÚĹÚʦ Ð·ĹĹûÚÖʦ ĝŊŅʦ ĖĝŅʦ ĝĖďťʦ ïĝĹʦ ĶŊÏďûÐʦ ·ĖŅû˂ş·Ĺʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʬʦ
ÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦïĝĹʦ÷·ĖðûĖðʦ·ʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦŲ·ðʦûĖʦ·Ėʦ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦşûĖÖĝşʬʦïĝĹʦďûĽŅÚĖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ
·ĖŅ÷Úĕʦ·Ņʦ÷ĝĕÚʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ĖʦĝĶÚĖʦşûĖÖĝşʬʦïĝĹʦďûĽŅÚĖûĖðʦŅĝʬʦĝĹʦĽûĖðûĖðʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝĖðʦ˒�÷ÚĹŞĝĖ·ʦT·ďûĖ·ʬ˓ʦ
ïĝĹʦĶĹûŞ·ŅÚʦÐĝĖŞÚĹĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫʦEĖʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦĶĝďûÐÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖĽʦïĝďďĝşÚÖʦÖÚ-
nunciations by neighbours or interlocutors. During the days of voting in the regional elections 
ĝïʦʒ˂ʊʊʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŞĝŅÚĹĽʦş÷ĝʦďÚïŅʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦûĖĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖĽʦĝĖʦÏ·ďďĝŅʦĶ·ĶÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʫ
Actions that serve as grounds for an administrative prosecution on charges of discrediting 
the army can also become grounds for criminal proceedings if a person has already been sub-
ĉÚÐŅʦŅĝʦ·Ėʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦűĖÚʫʦEĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʬʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦïĝĹʦĹÚĶÚ·ŅÚÖʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽ-
sian army (Article 280. 3, Part 1, RCC) have been initiated for tearing off the letter Z from 
ĽĝĕÚĝĖÚʦÚďĽÚ˓ĽʦÐ·ĹʬʦïĝĹʦĽŅûÐČûĖðʦ·Ėʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶĝĽŅÚĹʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦşûĖÖĝşʦĝïʦĝĖÚ˓ĽʦĝşĖʦÐ·ĹʬʦïĝĹʦ÷·ĖðûĖðʦ
·ʦÏ·ĖĖÚĹʦĹÚ·ÖûĖðʦûĖʦ$ĖðďûĽ÷ʬʦ˒«·ČŊŅû·ĖʟĶŊĖČĽʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟş·Ĺʬ˓ʦĝĖʦ·ʦĹĝĝïʬʦïĝĹʦ·ʦŞûÖÚĝʦĕÚĽĽ·ðÚʦÐ·ďďûĖðʦ

https://t.me/sotaproject/43189
https://yakutia.info/article/207610
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ĝĖʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦĖĝŅʦŅĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʬʦ·ĖÖʦïĝĹʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹĽʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ð-
tions of the Russian army a war of conquest or used the words ‘ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʟĝïʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚ’ or claimed 
that Russia was ‘ĕĝŞûĖðʟŅĝş·ĹÖĽʟŅ÷Úʟ�÷ûĹÖʟ�ÚûÐ÷ʬ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫ
EĖʦŅŊĹĖʬʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦïĝĹʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ĺĕťʦ·ĹÚʦ·Ėťʦ·ĽĽÚĹŅûĝĖĽʦ
ĝïʦï·ÐŅĽʦĖĝŅʦĝïűÐû·ďďťʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĕ·ťʦûĖÐďŊÖÚʬʦïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦĹÚ-
ĶĝĹŅĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹĽÚʦĝïʦ÷ĝĽŅûďûŅûÚĽʬʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦďûïÚʦŊĖÖÚĹʦĝÐÐŊĶ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦş·ĹʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽ-
Ľû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʬʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦÐûŞûďû·ĖʦÖÚ·Ņ÷ĽʦûĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦďĝĽĽÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʬʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚïŊĽ-
·ďʦĝïʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĝĹʦ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦŅĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫʦEĖʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦ
ĝïʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦ·ʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ÷·ĽʦÐĝĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖûĽĽÚĕûĖ·ŅÚÖʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦûĽʦûĖ·ÐÐŊĹ·ŅÚʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦ
ûŅʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÖûÐŅĽʦĝïűÐû·ďʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅĽʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦ ÚïÚĖÐÚʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ·ĹÚʦČĖĝşĖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĹÚ-
liable and not subject to doubt. Opposition politician Ilya Yashin has been convicted for a video 
·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦČûďďûĖðĽʦĝïʦ�ŊÐ÷·ʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʬʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷ÚʦÚŞÚĖʦĸŊĝŅÚÖʦ·ĖʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ]ûĖ-
istry of Defence as one of the points of view.
�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦûĽʦĝĖÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦĽŊÐÐÚÚÖÚÖʦûĖʦŊĽûĖðʦŅ÷ûĽʦĶĹÚĽŊĕĶŅûĝĖʦ
of the truth of statements made by the Ministry of Defence in favour of the defendant. In Nizh-
Ėťʦ̂ ĝŞðĝĹĝÖʬʦ·ʦÐĝŊĹŅʦdismissed a case concerning ‘fake news’ because the defendant published 
·ʦŞûÖÚĝʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŞÚĖŅĽʦûĖʦ�ŊÐ÷·ʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦ ÚïÚĖÐÚʦ÷·Öʦ·Ķ-
ĶÚ·ĹÚÖʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĕÚ·ĖĽʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝʦş·ťʦĝïʦČĖĝşûĖðʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÖûĽĽÚĕûĖ·ŅûĖðʦ
was ‘false.’
EĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ·ĹÏûŅĹ·ĹûďťʦÐ÷ĝĝĽÚʦş÷ÚŅ÷ÚĹʦŅĝʦÏĹûĖðʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦïĝĹʦ·ʦďÚĽĽʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦ
offence under Article 207.3, Part 1, RCCʬʦĝĹʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĕĝĹÚʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦŊĖÖÚĹʦArticle 207.3, Part 
2, RCCʬʦŅ÷·ŅʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚĽʦïĝĹʦŊĶʦŅĝʦŅÚĖʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦ�Ľʦ·ʦĹŊďÚʬʦûĖʦĝĹÖÚĹʦŅĝʦÏĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĹÚʦĽÚ-
ĹûĝŊĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʬʦûŅʦûĽʦÚĖĝŊð÷ʦïĝĹʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹĽʦŅĝʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦÖûĽŅĹûÏŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦ
was committed on grounds of political or ideological hatred (Article 207.3, Part 2 (e), RCC). This 
is a vague and evaluative wording that can be applied to almost any political statements.
EĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷ĝûÐÚʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĖðʦïĝĹʦ˒ ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖð˓ʦĝĹʦïĝĹʦ˒ ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦûĽʦÚĸŊ·ďďťʦ·ĹÏû-
ŅĹ·Ĺťʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦthe case of Aleksei Gorinovʬʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦĕŊĖûÐûĶ·ďʦÐĝŊĖÐûďďĝĹʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝş˓ĽʦTĹ·Ľ-
ĖĝĽÚďĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ·Ľʦ˒ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦČĖĝşĖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦï·ďĽÚ˓ʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖʦ˒ ş·Ĺ˓ʦ
as applied to events that should allegedly be called a ‘special operation.’ A prohibition on calling 
·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦÐĝĖŲûÐŅʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦŅşĝʦÐĝŊĖŅĹûÚĽʦ·ʦş·ĹʦûĽʦ·ÏĽŊĹÖʦûĖʦûŅĽÚďïʬʦÏŊŅʦÚŞÚĖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦ
in 2022 use of the ‘wrong word’ usually entails the lighter charges of discrediting the army.
Note that the article on ‘fake news’ penalises public dissemination of false information. Howev-
ÚĹʬʦÚŞÚĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦ·ďş·ťĽʦĕÚŅʫʦ9ĝĹĕÚĹʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦ�ÚĹðÚûʟTďĝČĝŞ has been 
prosecuted for private phone conversations.
�ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦÏ·ÐČðĹĝŊĖÖʦĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦ˒ ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĕťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
military serviceman Daniil Frolkin stands out. While criminal cases are usually brought against 
ĶÚĝĶďÚʦş÷ĝʦĝĶĶĝĽÚʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʬʦûĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦş·Ľʦ·ʦĕ·Ėʦş÷ĝʦconfessed to a journalist 
ĝïʦ¤·ŭ÷ĖťÚʦûĽŅĝĹûûʦˌ‘Important Stories’ˍʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦ·ʦş·ĹʦÐĹûĕÚʬʦĖ·ĕÚďťʦŅ÷ÚʦĕŊĹÖÚĹʦ
ĝïʦ·ʦÐûŞûďû·ĖʦûĖʦ�ĖÖĹÚÚŞČ·ʬʦTťûŞʦĹÚðûĝĖʫʦW·ŅÚĹʦûŅʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦČĖĝşĖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ9ĹĝďČûĖʦş·ĽʦÏÚûĖðʦûĖŞÚĽŅû-
ð·ŅÚÖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦÏŊŅʦĖĝŅʦïĝĹʦŊĽûĖðʦĶĹĝ÷ûÏûŅÚÖʦĕÚ·ĖĽʦĝïʦş·Ĺï·ĹÚʬʦÏŊŅʦïĝĹʦÖûĽĽÚĕûĖ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦûĖïĝĹ-
mation known to be false by a group of persons for reasons of self-interest (Article 207.3, Part 
2 (b & d) RCC).

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/09/politika-ilyu-yashina-prigovorili-k-vosmi-s-polovinoy-godam-kolonii-iz-za
https://t.me/NetFreedomsProject/689
https://www.forbes.ru/mneniya/471127-logika-prigovora-za-cto-deputat-aleksej-gorinov-polucil-sem-let
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/03/22/sk-vozbudil-v-otnoshenii-zhitelya-moskvy-ugolovnoe-delo-o-feykah-ob-armii
https://istories.media/investigations/2022/08/15/komandir-dal-prikaz-v-raskhod-ikh/
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Prevalence of prosecutions
Several thousand people have been prosecuted under administrative law for the offence of dis-
crediting the army; more than two hundred people have been prosecuted for the criminal of-
fences of discrediting the Russian army or spreading ‘fake news’ about the Russian army.

Article Scale of Prosecutions

Article 20.3.3, 
Parts 1 & 2, 
Russian Code  
of Administra-
tive Offences

�Ľʦĝïʦʋʊʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦMediazonaʬʦʎʬʎʊʑʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ
ĝĖʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦűďÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
ÐĝŊĹŅĽʫʦ]ĝĹÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʬʦÏŊŅʦĖĝŅʦ·ďďʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦşÚĖŅʦŅĝʦÐĝŊĹŅʫ
�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĉŊÖûÐû·ďʦÖÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʦ�ĝŊĹŅʬʦ
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ÷·ďïʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦʌʬʋʊʉʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦ 
ûĖʦʋʬʎʉʎʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ÷·ĖÖÚÖʦÖĝşĖʫʦEĖʦĝĖÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ʦş·ĹĖ-
ûĖðʦş·ĽʦûĽĽŊÚÖʬʦûĖʦ·ďďʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʦ·ʦűĖÚʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ŞÚĹ·ðÚʦűĖÚʦş·Ľʦ·ĶĶĹĝŤûĕ·ŅÚďťʦ
ʌʍʬʋʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ�ĶĶĹĝŤûĕ·ŅÚďťʦ÷·ďïʦĝïʦ·ďďʦűĖÚĽʦûĕĶĝĽÚÖʦ÷·ŞÚʦÚĖŅÚĹÚÖʦ
into force.

Article 280.3, 
Part 1, RCC

�ťʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦd¤ ˂EĖïĝʬʦʌʏʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ
had been prosecuted.

Article 280.3, 
Part 2, RCC

EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦd¤ ˂EĖïĝʬʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ 
Ņ÷ûĽʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚʦûĽʦ·ďĽĝʦŊĖÐĝĖűĹĕÚÖʦ
information about three more criminal cases initiated in connection  
with the defacement of banners depicting Russians involved in the war  
against Ukraine.

Article 207.3, 
Part 1, RCC

�ťʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦd¤ ˂EĖïĝʬʦʍʋʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ
had been prosecuted.

Article 207.3, 
Part 2, RCC

�ťʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦd¤ ˂EĖïĝʬʦʐʎʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĶĹĝĽ-
ÚÐŊŅÚÖʦˈûĖʦ·ʦïŊĹŅ÷ÚĹʦʊʎʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦûŅʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦČĖĝşĖʦş÷·ŅʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦ
the defendants were charged with).
EĖʦŅĝŅ·ďʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦd¤ ˂EĖïĝʬʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʊʌʊʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦŊĖ-
der the article of the Russian Criminal Code for ‘fake news’ about the Rus-
sian army in 2022. Human rights defender Pavel Chikov said on 22 De-
ÐÚĕÏÚĹʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ:ÚĖÚĹ·ďʦ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦdïűÐÚʬʦʊʑʉʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ
regarding ‘fake news’ about the army had been initiated in Russia.

Article 207.3, 
Part 3, RCC There is as yet no information about prosecutions for this offence.

Table 2.2. Number of prosecutions for discrediting or spreading ‘fake news’ about the Russian army

https://zona.media/news/2022/12/21/badarmy5500
https://t.me/pchikov/5336
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Prosecutions under articles of the Russian Criminal Code for discrediting the army and for ‘fake 
ĖÚşĽ˓ʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ĺĕťʦ÷·ŞÚʦĝÐÐŊĹĹÚÖʦŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ĝŊŅʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦïĹĝĕʦT·ďûĖûĖðĹ·ÖʦŅĝʦ}ÚŅĹĝĶ·ŞďĝŞĽČ˂T·ĕ-
Ð÷·ŅĽČťʬʦïĹĝĕʦ]ŊĹĕ·ĖĽČʦŅĝʦ�ĝÐ÷ûʫʦ�ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦűŞÚʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦûĖʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫ
�Ľʦĕûð÷ŅʦÏÚʦÚŤĶÚÐŅÚÖʬʦŅ÷Úʦď·ĹðÚĽŅʦĖŊĕÏÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦ
ĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦÚĕûðĹ·ĖŅĽʫʦdïʦŅ÷ÚʦʌʋʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦïĹĝĕʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʬʦĽÚŞÚĖʦ
÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖÚÖʬʦş÷ûďÚʦĕĝĽŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ·ĹÚʦûĖʦÚĕûðĹ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ$ûð÷ŅʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦ
prosecuted in St. Petersburg (seven have been remanded in custody) and six in Novosibirsk 
ˈĝĖÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťˉʫʦ^ÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦ ď·ĹðÚĽŅʦ
Russian cities account for less than a third of all known defendants in cases of discrediting 
the army and ‘military fake news.’ At least 70 defendants live or used to live in other region-
·ďʦÐÚĖŅĹÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·Ėʦʎʉʦ ďûŞÚʦ ûĖʦĽÚŅŅďÚĕÚĖŅĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝŅʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦÐÚĖŅĹÚĽʫʦ EĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʬʦ
Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦûĖÐďŊÖÚʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĝşĖĽ÷ûĶʦĝïʦdďĝŞť·ĖĖ·ť·ʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�Ĺ·ĖĽ˂�·ûČ·ďʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦŅĝşĖʦĝïʦ¤ÚĹČ÷ĝŅŊĹťÚʦûĖʦ�ŞÚĹÖďĝŞĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûďď·ðÚʦĝïʦ¤ÚĹČ÷Ėť·ť·ʦT÷·Ş·ʦûĖʦ¤ĝĹĝĖÚŭ÷ʦ
ĹÚðûĝĖʦˈÚ·Ð÷ʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦĽĕ·ďďʦŅĝşĖĽʦ÷·Ľʦ·ʦĶĝĶŊď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦʐʬʉʉʉˉʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûďď·ðÚʦ
ĝïʦEŭ÷ĕ·ʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦTĝĕûʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʦˈş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷·Ľʦ·ʦĶĝĶŊď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦďÚĽĽʦŅ÷·Ėʦʍʬʉʉʉˉʫ
�÷Úʦĕ·ûĖʦðĹĝŊĶĽʦĝïʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·ĖĽʬʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʬʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹĽʦ
·ĖÖʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʫʦ�÷ÚĽÚʦĕ·ČÚʦŊĶʦ·ĶĶĹĝŤûĕ·ŅÚďťʦ÷·ďïʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅʦĝïʦČĖĝşĖʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʫʦRĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦ
·ĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦÏÚûĖðʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĶĹĝïÚĽĽûĝĖ·ďʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĽʦMikhail AfanasyevʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÚÖ-
ûŅĝĹ˂ûĖ˂Ð÷ûÚïʦĝïʦ^ĝŞťʦ9ĝČŊĽʦ ïĹĝĕʦT÷·Č·ĽĽû·ʬʦş÷ĝʦpublished an article about National Guard 
ĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦş÷ĝʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʫ˓ʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·Ľ-
ÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʬʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʬʦĶĹûÚĽŅĽʬʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦĕĝĖČʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦdĹŅ÷ĝÖĝŤʦ�÷ŊĹÐ÷ʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦÚĕĶďĝťÚÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ$ďûĽŅ·ʦĕ·ťĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʫʦ�÷ÚʦďûĽŅʦ
ĝïʦ Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦ ûĖÐďŊÖÚĽʦ ĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʦ ĝïʦ şĝĹČûĖð˂Ðď·ĽĽʦ ĶĹĝïÚĽĽûĝĖĽʦ ˈÏŊûďÖÚĹʬʦ ĽŅĝČÚĹʬʦ
furniture assembler) and former prisoners who have served their time.

Severity of repression
�÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦĶ·ĹŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦĝĖʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ĺĕťʦ·ĖÖʦ˒ï·ČÚʦ
ĖÚşĽ˓ʦÏÚďĝĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ŅÚðĝĹťʦĝïʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦĝïʦĕÚÖûŊĕʦðĹ·ŞûŅťʫʦ�ĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʬʦĽŊĽĶÚÐŅĽʦ·ĹÚʦĹÚď-
·ŅûŞÚďťʦĹ·ĹÚďťʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʫʦ�ĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ·ʦĽŊĽĶÚÐŅʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽ-
ŅĝÖťʦûïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʦûĖÐďŊÖÚĽʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦĶĹĝðĹ·ĕĕÚĹʦEduard Shcherbakov from 
Tiumen was remanded in custody on charges under Article 207.3, Part 1, RCC during the inves-
Ņûð·ŅûĝĖʫʦEĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦÏÚûĖðʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĽĶĹÚ·ÖûĖðʦ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ĺĕťʬʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦ
charged with ‘dissemination of information expressing obvious disrespect to society about 
the days of military glory and memorable dates of Russian history’ using the internet (Article 
354.1, Part 4, RCC) for trying to send an image of Hitler to the ‘Immortal Regiment’ website. 
Nikita Tushkanovʬʦ ·ʦ ïĝĹĕÚĹʦ÷ûĽŅĝĹťʦ ŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹʦ ïĹĝĕʦ�ťČŅťŞČ·Ĺʬʦş·Ľʦ ·ďĽĝʦ ĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦ ûĖʦ ÐŊĽŅĝÖťʫʦ
AÚʦĽŅ·ĖÖĽʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦĝïʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĕťʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦĝïʦĉŊĽŅûïťûĖðʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦˈArticle 
205.2, Part 2, RCC).

The Immortal Regiment
The EĕĕĝĹŅ·ďʟ�ÚðûĕÚĖŅʟûĽ a ĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʟŅ÷·Ņʟ÷ĝďÖĽʟÚŞÚĖŅĽʟûĖ memory of ŞÚŅÚĹ·ĖĽʟ
of the :ĹÚ·Ņʟ}·ŅĹûĝŅûÐʟ¥·Ĺʤʟ�Ĺ·ÖûŅûĝĖ·ďďťʥʟŅ÷Ú ÚŞÚĖŅĽʟşÚĹÚʟ÷ÚďÖʟĝĖ 9 May in the for-
mat of ĶĹĝÐÚĽĽûĝĖĽʟşûŅ÷ʟĶĝĹŅĹ·ûŅĽʟĝï ĹÚď·ŅûŞÚĽʟş÷ĝ fought in the ş·ĹʤʟEĖ ʄʂʄʂʟ·ĖÖ 2021, 

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/17/sud-vernul-v-prokuraturu-delo-glavreda-novogo-fokusa-mihaila-afanaseva-o
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/07/29/v-tyumeni-vynesli-prigovor-po-state-o-feykah-pro-rossiyskuyu-armiyu
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the ĕ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʟşÚĹÚʟÐ·ĖÐÚďďÚÖʟÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʟĝï the ÐĝĹĝĖ·ŞûĹŊĽʟĶ·ĖÖÚĕûÐʤʟ�÷ĝĽÚʟşûĽ÷ûĖðʟ
to take part in the ĶĹĝÐÚĽĽûĝĖĽʟşÚĹÚʟûĖŞûŅÚÖʟŅĝ ŊĶďĝ·ÖʟĶĝĹŅĹ·ûŅĽʟĝï ŞÚŅÚĹ·ĖĽʟŅĝ the ĕĝŞÚ-
ment’s şÚÏĽûŅÚʤʟ�ĝĕÚʥʟïĝĹ Ş·ĹûĝŊĽʟĕĝŅûŞÚĽʥʟÏŊŅ most often as a ĶĹĝŞĝÐ·ŅûŞÚʟĉĝČÚʥʟÏÚð·Ėʟ
ŊĶďĝ·ÖûĖðʟĶĝĹŅĹ·ûŅĽʟĝï �ÖĝďïʟAûŅďÚĹʟ·ĖÖ ĝŅ÷ÚĹʟĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʟĝï the ĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʟ÷ûð÷ʟÐĝĕ-
ĕ·ĖÖʟĝï ^·ŭûʟ:ÚĹĕ·Ėťʤʟ�÷Ú EĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʟ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʟĹÚðŊď·ĹďťʟûĖûŅû·ŅÚĽʟÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟĶĹĝ-
ÐÚÚÖûĖðĽʟûĖ ÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ʟĽŊÐ÷ʟûĖÐûÖÚĖŅĽʟŊĖÖÚĹʟŅ÷Ú ·ĹŅûÐďÚʟĝï the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ
�ĝÖÚʟĝĖ rehabilitation of Nazism.

EĖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦČĖĝşĖʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦŞûĝď·ŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĕĽʦ
of less severe pre-trial conditions. $ŞðÚĖťʟTĹŊðďĝŞʬʦ·Ėʦ·ĹÐ÷·ÚĝďĝðûĽŅʦïĹĝĕʦdĕĽČʬʦwas remanded 
in custodyʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ·Ėʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅʦŅĝʦŲÚÚʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦVladislav Nikitenkoʬʦ·ʦď·şťÚĹʦïĹĝĕʦ�ď·ðĝŞÚ-
Ľ÷Ð÷ÚĖĽČʬʦwas remanded in custody after allegedly being found to have used a mobile phone 
under house arrest. Askhabali Alibekovʬʦ ·ʦ ŞûÖÚĝʦ ÏďĝððÚĹʦ ïĹĝĕʦ^ĝŞĝĹĝĽĽûûĽČʬʦş÷ĝĽÚʦ ĶĹÚ˂ŅĹû·ďʦ
ÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦ·ʦÏ·ĖʦĝĖʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦşÚ·Ĺʦ·ʦŅĹ·ÐČûĖðʦÏĹ·ÐÚďÚŅʦ·ĖÖʦwas re-
manded in custody for this. �ďÚČĽ·ĖÖĹʟT·ĕÚĖûŊČʬʦ·Ėʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦïĹĝĕʦ}ÚŅĹĝĶ·ŞďĝŞĽČ˂T·ĕÐ÷·ŅĽČťʬʦ
was remanded in custody on the grounds that he had missed meetings with the investigator. 
He was later placed under house arrest. The pre-trial conditions of Elena Tardasova-Iunʬʦ·ʦĹÚĽ-
ûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦ^ĝŞĝĽûÏûĹĽČʬʦşÚĹÚʦĕ·ÖÚʦmore severe after she was accused of violating a ban on using 
the internet and published two videos.
�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦ·ĕĝĖðʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ĖʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĹÚʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦ
Article 207.3, Part 2, RCCʬʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦʌʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦĝĹʦ·ĹÚʦÏÚûĖðʦ÷ÚďÖʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦÖŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖ-
vestigation. Three instances are known where the court released those remanded in custody 
under this article. Boris Romanov from St. Petersburg was releasedʦĝĖʦʋʑʦRŊďťʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦÏ·Ėʦûĕ-
ĶĝĽÚÖʦĝĖʦ÷ûĕʦŊĖÖÚĹŅ·ČûĖðʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʫʦ�ŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦ·ĽČÚÖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ
the accused be returned to custody. Romanov allegedly managed to escape and a warrant 
ş·ĽʦûĽĽŊÚÖʦïĝĹʦ÷ûĽʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʫʦdĖʦʊʒʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦûĖʦ�÷ÚĹÚĶĝŞÚŅĽʬʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹʦGregory Mark-
us Severin Vinterʦ ˈĽÚÚʦÏÚďĝşʦïĝĹʦĕĝĹÚʦ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚˉʬʦş÷ĝʦĽŊïïÚĹĽʦ ïĹĝĕʦÖû·ÏÚŅÚĽʦ
·ĖÖʦĹÚĸŊûĹÚĽʦûĖĽŊďûĖʬʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦ·ĖÖʦplaced under house arrest. On 14 Novem-
ÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦMariya Ponomarenko was released from custody and placed under house 
arrest in Barnaul.

Article Scale of Prosecutions

Article 280.3, 
Part 1, RCC

�ĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦûŅʦûĽʦČĖĝşĖʦĝïʭ
• Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʬʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦş÷ĝĕʦûĽʦ·ďĽĝʦÏÚûĖðʦ

ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦˈ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦĝĖÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦ
had been previously remanded in custody);

• three defendants held under house arrest and two who were pre-
viously held under house arrest.

EĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĕ·ûĖûĖðʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ·ĹÚʦÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ·ʦÏ·Ėʦ 
ĝĖʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦ·ĖʦŊĖÖÚĹŅ·ČûĖðʦŅĝʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹʦûĖʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝĹʦŅĹ·ŞÚďʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐ-
ŅûĝĖĽʬʦĝĹʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷·ŞÚʦďÚïŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹťʬʦĝĹʦĶĹÚ˂ŅĹû·ďʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ
are not known.

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/22/omskogo-arheologa-obvinyaemogo-v-rasprostranenii-feykov-pro-armiyu-rf
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/22/omskogo-arheologa-obvinyaemogo-v-rasprostranenii-feykov-pro-armiyu-rf
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/07/12/yurista-trebovavshego-vozbudit-ugolovnye-dela-protiv-putina-i-chlenov
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/29/novorossiyskogo-videoblogera-ashabali-alibekova-otpravili-pod-strazhu-po?_gl=1*nvmfxd*_ga*MTAzNDI0NjU4OS4xNjQ5MjQzNzc4*_ga_J7DH9NKJ0R*MTY3NDU1MDQyNi4yNS4xLjE2NzQ1NTEzMzkuMjguMC4whttp://
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/29/novorossiyskogo-videoblogera-ashabali-alibekova-otpravili-pod-strazhu-po?_gl=1*nvmfxd*_ga*MTAzNDI0NjU4OS4xNjQ5MjQzNzc4*_ga_J7DH9NKJ0R*MTY3NDU1MDQyNi4yNS4xLjE2NzQ1NTEzMzkuMjguMC4whttp://
https://ovd.info/express-news/2022/11/07/eks-glavu-kamchatskoy-spravedlivoy-rossii-arestovali-na-dva-mesyaca-po
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/26/figurantke-antivoennogo-dela-iz-novosibirska-izmenili-meru-presecheniya-ee
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/29/sud-v-peterburge-obyavil-v-rozysk-borisa-romanova-po-delu-o-feykah-pro
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/19/sud-v-vologde-perevel-obvinyaemogo-po-state-o-feykah-pravozashchitnika-pod
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/14/zhurnalistku-rusnews-mariyu-ponomarenko-obvinyaemuyu-v-feykah-otpustili-iz
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/14/zhurnalistku-rusnews-mariyu-ponomarenko-obvinyaemuyu-v-feykah-otpustili-iz
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9ĝĹʦĽĝĕÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦûĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦĶĹûĽĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖûÚĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦ
ÏÚÚĖʦÐĝĕĶ·Ĺ·ÏďÚʦŅĝʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦVinter reportedʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦČÚĶŅʦûĖʦĽĝďûŅ·ĹťʦÐĝĖűĖÚĕÚĖŅʦ
ş÷ÚĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĕĶÚĹ·ŅŊĹÚʦÖĹĝĶĶÚÖʦŅĝʦʍ˂ʏʦÖÚðĹÚÚĽʦ�ÚďĽûŊĽʦ·ŅʦĖûð÷Ņʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĕ·ÖÚʦ÷ûĕʦÖÚ·ïʦûĖʦ÷ûĽʦďÚïŅʦ
Ú·Ĺʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦÏÚûĖðʦÖÚĶĹûŞÚÖʦĝïʦĹÚðŊď·ĹʦĕÚ·ďĽʦĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹťʦïĝĹʦ÷ûĽʦÖû·ÏÚŅÚĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ťĽʦ÷ÚʦŅĹ·Ş-
elled to court. Ponomarenkoʬʦş÷ĝʦ ĽŊïïÚĹĽʦ ïĹĝĕʦ Ðď·ŊĽŅĹĝĶ÷ĝÏû·ʬʦ ŅĹûÚÖʦ to cut open her veins 
with shards of window glass after two months in a cell with windows that were taped shut. 
St. Petersburg artist Aleksandra Skochilenko suffers from celiac disease (congenital gluten in-
ŅĝďÚĹ·ĖÐÚˉʦ·ĖÖʦÚŤĶÚĹûÚĖÐÚĽʦðĹÚ·ŅʦŅĹĝŊÏďÚʦðÚŅŅûĖðʦðďŊŅÚĖ˂ïĹÚÚʦïĝĝÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʬʦÐ·ŊĽ-
ing her to lose weight and suffer constant gastrointestinal disorders. If Skochilenko is sent 
Ņĝʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʬʦ÷ÚĹʦĖŊŅĹûŅûĝĖ·ďʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦşûďďʦÏÚÐĝĕÚʦÚŞÚĖʦşĝĹĽÚʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʦ
on parcels and packages for convicts. Aleksei GorinoŞʬʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦÐûŅťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĖÐûďďĝĹʬʦ

Article Scale of Prosecutions

Article 280.3, 
Part 2, RCC

�ĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦĝĖÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦûĽʦČĖĝşĖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦ÷ÚďÖʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʫʦ
EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦ·ʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʦĝïʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĕťʬʦŅ÷ÚťʦĽŅ·ĖÖʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦ
of vandalism motivated by political hatred (Article 214, Part 2, RCC) 
and involving a minor in a crime motivated by political hatred (Article 
150, Part 4, RCC).
At least one more person is under pre-trial travel restrictions.

Article 207.3, 
Part 1, RCC

�ĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦĝĖÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦûĽʦČĖĝşĖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦ÷ÚďÖʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦ
and two persons subsequently convicted were held on remand during 
their trials.
EĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĕ·ûĖûĖðʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ·ĹÚʦÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ
·ʦÏ·ĖʦĝĖʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦ·ĖʦŊĖÖÚĹŅ·ČûĖðʦŅĝʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹʦûĖʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝĹʦŅĹ·ŞÚďʦĹÚ-
ĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦĝĹʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷·ŞÚʦďÚïŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹťʬʦĝĹʦĶĹÚ˂ŅĹû·ďʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ
cases are not known.

Article 207.3, 
Part 2, RCC

�ĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦûŅʦûĽʦČĖĝşĖʦĝïʭ
• 33 defendants being held or previously held on remand;
• two defendants under house arrest and three defendants 

who had previously been under house arrest but had managed 
to escape.

Pre-trial conditions in the form of a ban on certain actions or travel re-
ĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĹÚʦûĕĶĝĽÚÖʦĹÚď·ŅûŞÚďťʦĹ·ĹÚďťʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ûĽʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʬʦşûŅ÷ʦĝĖďťʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ
ten cases known. Most of the defendants who are not currently held 
on remand or under house arrest are outside Russia.

Table 2.3. Pre-trial conditions imposed under articles of the Russian Criminal Code  
on discrediting the Russian army and ‘fake news’ about the Russian army

https://t.me/dvizhenievmeste/3275
https://www.svoboda.org/a/zhurnalistka-mariya-ponomarenko-vskryla-veny-v-sizo-ona-zhiva/32037491.html
https://www.severreal.org/a/moya-strana-zhazhdet-krovi-intervyu-hudozhnitsy-sashi-skochilenko-iz-sizo/31946218.html
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ÐĝĕĶď·ûĖÚÖʦĝïʦÐĝďÖʬʦÖ·ĕĶĖÚĽĽʬʦ ď·ÐČʦĝïʦ÷ĝŅʦş·ŅÚĹʬʦ·ĖÖʦĖĝŅʦÏÚûĖðʦ·ÏďÚʦŅĝʦĽďÚÚĶʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦŅ÷Úʦĝï-
űÐû·ďʦÏÚÖŅûĕÚʦûĖʦ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʦĹÚðûĝĖ˓Ľʦ}ÚĖ·ďʦ�ĝďĝĖťʦ^ĝʫʦʋʫʦ:ĝĹûĖĝŞ˓ĽʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦðĹĝŊĶʦwrote in De-
ÐÚĕÏÚĹʭʦ˒¥÷ÚĖʟŅ÷Úťʟ˅ď·şťÚĹĽˆʟÚĖŅÚĹÚÖʟŅ÷ÚʟĶĝĝĹďťʟ÷Ú·ŅÚÖʥʟÐĝďÖʟŞûĽûŅûĖðʟĹĝĝĕʥʟ�ďÚČĽÚûʟş·ĽʟÖĝŭûĖðʥʟ
÷ÚʟÚŤĶď·ûĖÚÖʟŅ÷·Ņʟ÷ÚʟÖĝŭÚÖʟĝïïʟ·ïŅÚĹʟðÚŅŅûĖðʟûĖŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟĹÚď·ŅûŞÚʟş·ĹĕŅ÷ʥʟ·Ľʟ÷Úʟ÷·ÖʟĖĝŅʟ÷·Öʟ·ʟÐ÷·ĖÐÚʟ
ŅĝʟĽďÚÚĶʟĶĹĝĶÚĹďťʟĽûĖÐÚʟ·ĹĹûŞûĖðʟ·ŅʟŅ÷ÚʟĶÚĖ·ďʟÐĝďĝĖťʫ˓ʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦ:ĝĹûĖĝŞʦŅĝďÖʦ÷ûĽʦď·şťÚĹĽʦ
Ņ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦ÷·Öʦ·ʦïÚŞÚĹʬʦÐĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅʦÐĝŊð÷ûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦĽ÷ĝĹŅĖÚĽĽʦĝïʦÏĹÚ·Ņ÷ʬʦÏŊŅʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦĹÚÐÚûŞûĖðʦĕÚÖûÐ·ďʦ
Ð·ĹÚʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐûŅťʬʦ:ĝĹûĖĝŞʦş·ĽʦűĖ·ďďťʦĕĝŞÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďʫ
�ĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʋʋʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĽÚĖ-
tenced. At least six of these were sentenced to terms of imprisonment in a penal colony. 

Article Scale of Prosecutions

Article 280.3, 
Part 1, RCC

�÷ĹÚÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦČĖĝşĖʭ
• ĝĖÚʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦűĖÚʦˈŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦ

·ĖÖʦ·ʦűĖÚʦĝïʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦÖÚď·ťÚÖʦïĝĹʦŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽˉʮ
• ŅşĝʦűĖÚĽʬʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦʊʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʬʦ·ʦĽÚÐĝĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ

Article 280.3, 
Part 2, RCC There are no known sentences.

Article 207.3, 
Part 1, RCC

�ÚĖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦČĖĝşĖʫʦdïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʭ
• two terms of imprisonment (two and a half years in a strict regime 

penal colony; and six months in a general-regime penal colony);
• Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦűĖÚĽʦˈʑʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʬʦʊĕʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ďĽĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĸŊûŞ·ďÚĖŅʦ

ĝïʦĝĖÚʦťÚ·Ĺ˓ĽʦĶÚĖĽûĝĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĽʦ·ďĕĝĽŅʦʋʊʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽˉʮ
• four terms of corrective labour for periods from 

six to eight months;
• ĝĖÚʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦˈïĝĹʦĝĖÚʦťÚ·ĹʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦïŊĹŅ÷ÚĹʦʊʑʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʦ

on probation).
In two cases charges were dropped.

Article 207.3, 
Part 2, RCC

^ûĖÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦČĖĝşĖʫʦdïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʭ
• four terms of imprisonment (ranging from three to eight and a half 

years in a general regime penal colony);
• Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦˈÚ·Ð÷ʦĝĖÚʦïĝĹʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽˉʮ
• ŅşĝʦűĖÚĽʦˈʏʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦʌĕʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽˉʫ

Table 2.4. Numbers of convictions and kinds of sentences handed down under articles 
of the Russian Criminal Code for discrediting the Russian army and for ‘fake news’ about 

the Russian army (as of the end of 2022)

https://t.me/alexei_gorinov_2022/372
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The most severe sentences were handed down in Moscow to Ilya Yashin and Aleksei Gorinovʬʦ
ïĝĹĕÚĹʦ ÐĝŊĖÐûďďĝĹĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ð·ĶûŅ·ď˓Ľʦ TĹ·ĽĖĝĽÚďĽČťʦ ÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʫʦ dĖʦ ʑʦ RŊďťʦ :ĝĹûĖĝŞʦş·Ľʦ sentenced 
to seven years in a general regime penal colony; on 19 September the sentence was reduced 
by one month. Gorinov was found guilty on three counts under Article 207.3, Part 2, RCC: 
(a)ʦ˅ʦŊĽûĖðʦ ·Ėʦ ĝïűÐû·ďʦ ĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʬʦ (b)ʦ˅ʦ Ïťʦ ·ʦ ðĹĝŊĶʦĝïʦ ĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ (e) — motivated by politi-
Ð·ďʦĝĹʦûÖÚĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʫʦ�ĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ:ĝĹûĖĝŞʬʦ÷ûĽʦÐĝďďÚ·ðŊÚʬʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦTĹ·ĽĖĝĽÚďĽČťʦ
district council $ďÚĖ·ʟTĝŅÚĖĝÐ÷ČûĖ·ʬʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦĝĖʦŅĹû·ďʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦĽ÷Úʦĕ·Ė·ðÚÖʦŅĝʦďÚ·ŞÚʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ
and was jailed in absentia. The criminal case was initiated on account of a meeting of the dis-
trict council on 15 March at which Gorinov said that a children’s celebration in the district 
Ľ÷ĝŊďÖʦĖĝŅʦÏÚʦ÷ÚďÖʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦş·Ľʦ·ʦş·ĹʦðĝûĖðʦĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖʦşÚĹÚʦÖťûĖðʦûĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʮʦTĝŅÚĖ-
ochkina called Russia a fascist state. Yashin was sentenced on 9 December to eight and a half 
years in a general regime colony. The grounds for his criminal prosecution were a broadcast 
on his YouTube channel in which he talked about the killings in Bucha.
EŅʦĽ÷ĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦĖĝŅÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦTĹ·ĽĖĝĽÚďĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦş·ĽʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅĽʦş÷ÚĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĶĶĝ-
ĽûŅûĝĖʦş·ĽʦĕĝĽŅʦĽŊÐÐÚĽĽïŊďʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦʋʉʊʐʦĕŊĖûÐûĶ·ďʦÚďÚÐŅûĝĖĽʫʦEĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʬʦĽÚŞÚĖʦĝŊŅʦĝïʦŅÚĖʦĽÚ·ŅĽʦ
in the local council were won by the Solidarity democratic movement whose team was led by Ilya 
«·Ľ÷ûĖʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦ:ĝĹûĖĝŞ˓Ľʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦ ûĖʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ«·Ľ÷ûĖ˓Ľʦ ûĖʦ RŊďťʦ·ĖÖʦTĝŅÚĖĝÐ÷ČûĖ·˓Ľʦ ïĝĹÐÚÖʦÖÚĶ·ĹŅŊĹÚʬʦ
one of the most prominent opposition district councils in Moscow was in effect demonstra-
tively broken up. In this way the authorities signalled to other municipal councillors that they 
cannot speak out publicly against the war.
Altan Ochirovʬʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦÚĕĶďĝťÚÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ťĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦûĖʦ$ďûĽŅ·ʬʦş·ĽʦûĖûŅû·ďďťʦsentenced to three 
ťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʬʦÏŊŅʦĝĖʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦĽÚÐŊĹÚÖʦ·ʦĕĝĹÚʦ
ĽÚŞÚĹÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦdÐ÷ûĹĝŞʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦïĝŊĖÖʦðŊûďŅťʦĝïʦĶĝĽŅûĖðʦŞ·Ĺ-
ûĝŊĽʦĖÚşĽʦûŅÚĕĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ¤ĝďĖťʦ�ďŊĽʦˌ‘A Free People’] Telegram channel. He him-
ĽÚďïʦÖÚĖûÚĽʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦĶĝĽŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦErtsen Dolyaevʬʦ
ş÷ĝʦĕ·Ė·ðÚÖʦŅĝʦďÚ·ŞÚʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦÐĝĖűĹĕĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦdÐ÷ûĹĝŞʦ÷·ÖʦĽŅĝĶĶÚÖʦŊĽûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʦ
several months before his arrest.
Vladimir Rumyantsevʬʦ·ʦĽŅĝČÚĹʦïĹĝĕʦ¤ĝďĝðÖ·ʬʦş·Ľʦsentenced to three years in a general regime 
ĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦ·ʦ÷ĝĕÚĕ·ÖÚʦĹ·ÖûĝʦĽŅ·-
tion in his apartment and talked about the war in his broadcasts. He also wrote posts on social 
networks about those killed in Ukraine.
Yalta resident Aleksandr Tarapon was sentenced to two and a half years in a strict regime 
ĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦdĖʦŅ÷Úʦð·ŅÚʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦĝïʦ·ʦĹÚď·ŅûŞÚʬʦ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦ«ŊĹťʦdĹďÚĖČĝʬʦ
÷ÚʦĶŊŅʦŊĶʦ·ʦĶ÷ĝŅĝʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦď·ŅŅÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĶŅûĝĖʭʦ˒AÚĹÚʟďûŞÚĽʟ·ʟş·ĹʟÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟş÷ĝʟČûďďĽʟÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖʟ
Y. Orlenkoʫ˓ʦˌ�·Ĺ·ĶĝĖʟŊĽÚÖʟŅ÷ÚʟďÚŅŅÚĹĽʟ¤ʟ·ĖÖʟ³ʟûĖʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʥʟŅ÷·Ņʟ·ĹÚʟĝïűÐû·ďʟĽťĕÏĝďĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟĕûď-
ûŅ·ĹťʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦʟˋ³ǼǽȎșʟȀȂǵǽȏʟ¤ȋǽȊȊȚȃʟȌȍǽȎȏȐȌȊȂȆʥʟȐǴȂǵǳȥȗȂȃʟǼǽȏǽȃʟƍȍȈǽȊȆȋʟƧʤ̩ʠʾʟŅĹ·ĖĽʤ].
Eduard Shcherbakovʦ ïĹĝĕʦ�ûŊĕÚĖʬʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦ ïĝĹʦ ÖûĽĽÚĕûĖ·ŅûĖðʦ ˒ï·ČÚʦ ĖÚşĽ˓ʦ ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽ-
Ľû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʦ·ĖÖʦ ïĝĹʦ ĹÚ÷·ÏûďûŅ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ^·ŭûĽĕʬʦş·Ľʦsentenced to six months in a penal colony. 
He has already served his sentence.
�Ľʦ·Ėʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖ·ďʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʬʦ ĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦ ïĹĝĕʦĶĹ·ÐŅûĽûĖðʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦĶĹĝïÚĽĽûĝĖĽʫʦ
9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦAleksei Gorinov will not be allowed to hold positions in government at any level 
for four years after his release; Irina Genʬʦ·ʦŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹʦïĹĝĕʦ}ÚĖŭ·ʬʦşûďďʦĖĝŅʦÏÚʦ·ďďĝşÚÖʦŅĝʦŅÚ·Ð÷ʮʦ
and Andrei Samodurovʬʦ·ĖʦÚĕĶďĝťÚÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦ$ĕÚĹðÚĖÐťʦ�ûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖĽʦïĹĝĕʦ«·ďŅ·ʬʦşûďďʦ
not be allowed to work in a rescue service.

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/19/mosgorsud-sokratil-na-mesyac-srok-zaklyucheniya-mundepu-alekseyu-gorinovu-po
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/23/kalmyckomu-aktivistu-altanu-ochirovu-uzhestochili-prigovor-po-delu-ob
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/22/kochegara-iz-vologdy-prigovorili-k-trem-godam-kolonii-po-delu-o-feykah-pro
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/21/sud-v-alushte-naznachil-dva-s-polovinoy-goda-kolonii-strogogo-rezhima-po
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/07/29/v-tyumeni-vynesli-prigovor-po-state-o-feykah-pro-rossiyskuyu-armiyu
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More than 50 defendants in ‘fake news’ and defamation cases are outside Russia. Some managed 
ŅĝʦďÚ·ŞÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦÏÚð·Ėʬʦĕ·ĖťʦďÚïŅʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦ
ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦĽĝĕÚʦÚĕûðĹ·ŅÚÖʦÚ·ĹďûÚĹʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦĝĖʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʫʦEĖʦĶ·Ĺ-
ŅûÐŊď·ĹʬʦĽÚŞÚĖʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚĽʦĝïʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦş÷ĝʦ·ĹÚʦ·ÏĹĝ·Öʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦĽĶĹÚ·ÖûĖðʦ
‘fake news.’ They are all accused of making statements on the Popular Politics YouTube channel.
Some political activists who have already left the country and have been charged with dissem-
inating ‘fake news’ have had their bank accounts and property in Russia seized.

2.3.2. Prosecutions for urging the imposition 
of sanctions and other activities against the 
security of the state 
�÷Úʦ ]·ĹÐ÷ʦ ď·şʬʦ ş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦ ďû·ÏûďûŅťʦ ïĝĹʦ ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŊĽÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ·Ĺĕťʦ
·ĖÖʦ ĽĶĹÚ·ÖûĖðʦ ˒ï·ČÚʦ ĖÚşĽ˓ʦ ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ·Ĺĕťʬʦ ûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚÖʦ ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ Ķ·ûĹʦ ĝïʦ ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦ
of the administrative and criminal codes penalising calls to impose or extend sanctions 
·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ �ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦ ĝĹʦ ÐĝĕĶ·ĖûÚĽʦ ˈArticle 20.3.4 RCAO and Article 284.2 RCC). 
The principles governing application of these articles are the same as those for the articles 
ĝĖʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ĺĕťʫʦ�ʦűĹĽŅʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦûĽʦïĝďďĝşÚÖʦÏťʦ·Ėʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĶÚĖ·ďŅťʮʦ·ʦĹÚĶÚ·Ņʦĝï-
fence within a year is followed by a criminal penalty. Russian citizens or Russian legal entities 
Ð·ĖʦÏÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦűĖÚʦïĝĹʦ·ĖʦĝĹÖûĖ·ĹťʦĶÚĹ-
ĽĝĖʦûĽʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦŅĝʦʎʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʮʦïĝĹʦ·ĖʦĝïűÐû·ďʦûŅʦûĽʦïĹĝĕʦʊʉʉʬʉʉʉʦŅĝʦʋʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʮʦïĝĹʦďÚð·ďʦ
ÚĖŅûŅûÚĽʦûŅʦûĽʦïĹĝĕʦʌʉʉʬʉʉʉʦŅĝʦʎʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦdĖďťʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦ·ĹÚʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅʦŅĝʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ
ďû·ÏûďûŅťʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĶÚĖ·ďŅťʦĝïʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫ
The project ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ notes that economic and political sanctions 
·ĹÚʦ·ʦĖĝĹĕ·ďʬʦďÚðûŅûĕ·ŅÚʦïĝĹĕʦĝïʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦĝĖʦ·ʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦ·ĖÖʦûŅĽʦĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʦĹÚĽĶĝĖĽûÏďÚʦïĝĹʦŞû-
olations of human rights and international law. Calling for sanctions is part of political activity 
and should not be criminalised.
There is as yet no precise information on prosecutions for calling for sanctions. The judicial 
ÖÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦûĖʦûŅĽʦĽŅ·ŅûĽŅûÐĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ÷·ďïʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʦÐĝĕÏûĖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦ
cases heard under this article of the Russian Code of Administrative Offences with the num-
ber of cases for calling for separatism (Article 20.3.2 RCAOˉʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʦûĕĶĝĽÚÖʦʌʋʦűĖÚĽʦŊĖ-
der these two articles. We can only say that the scale of administrative prosecutions for call-
ing for sanctions is approximately a hundred times smaller than prosecutions for discrediting 
the Russian army.
Law enforcement agencies used the article of the Russian Code of Administrative Offences 
concerning calls for anti-Russian sanctions to put pressure on the Altai opposition newspaper 
WûĽŅĝČʦ̩ ˋWÚ·ŲÚŅˌˍʫʦdĖʦʋʐʦ�ĶĹûďʦWûĽŅĝČʦ}ŊÏďûĽ÷ûĖðʦAĝŊĽÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚşĽĶ·ĶÚĹʬʦş·ĽʦűĖÚÖ 
ʌʉʉʬʉʉʉʦ ĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ �÷Úʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ ş·Ľʦ ûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʦ ĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ķ·ĶÚĹʦ ĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦ
an article entitled ‘�÷Úʟ÷Ú·Öʟĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟ��ʟ ˅�ďŅ·ûʟ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐˆʟT÷ĝĹĝČ÷ĝĹÖûĖʥʟ Ņ÷ÚʟĽĶÚ·ČÚĹʟĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟ�Ņ·ŅÚʟ
�ĽĽÚĕÏďťʟTĝČ÷ĝÚŞʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷ÚʟÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ:ĝĹĖťʟ�ďŅ·ûʟŅÚďÚŞûĽûĝĖʟĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʟTĝĖÐ÷ÚŞ·ʟşûďďʟĶĹĝÏ·Ïďťʟ

https://%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B1%D0%BD%D1%8B%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F.%D1%80%D1%84/68134483
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ĖĝŅʟÏÚʟ·ÏďÚʟŅĝʟŞûĽûŅʟÐûŞûďûĽÚÖʟÐĝŊĖŅĹûÚĽʤ˓ʦEŅʦĽ÷ĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦĖĝŅÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦWûĽŅĝČʬʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦĝĶĶĝ-
ĽûŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦďĝÐ·ďʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʬʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦunder political pressureʦïĝĹʦĕ·ĖťʦťÚ·ĹĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖ˓ĽʦşÚÏĽûŅÚʦş·ĽʦűĹĽŅʦÏďĝÐČÚÖʦÏťʦ�ĝĽČĝĕĖ·ÖŭĝĹʦÏ·ÐČʦûĖʦʋʉʊʍʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĶÚĹʦĶŊÏ-
lished an article about the ‘March for the Federalisation of Siberia.’ Listok has been repeat-
ÚÖďťʦűĖÚÖʫʦ�÷ÚʦĖÚşĽĶ·ĶÚĹ˓ĽʦïĝŊĖÖÚĹʦSergei Mikhailov has been remanded in custody on sus-
picion of spreading ‘fake news’ about the Russian army. The director of the publishing house 
dďð·ʟTĝĕ·ĹĝŞ·ʦş·ĽʦűĖÚÖʦ·ʦŅĝŅ·ďʦĝïʦʑʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ$ÖûŅĝĹ˂ûĖ˂Ð÷ûÚïʦViktor Rau was forced 
ŅĝʦďÚ·ŞÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹťʦ·ĖÖʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦűĖÚÖʦʊʋʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ
�ÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦÐ·ďďûĖðʦïĝĹʦĽ·ĖÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĹÚʦČĖĝşĖʫʦEĖʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦVladislav 
Arinichev was űĖÚÖʦ ʌʎʬʉʉʉʦ ĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ ûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ ·ĖÖʦAndrei Balin was űĖÚÖʦ ʌʉʬʉʉʉʦ ĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ
ûĖʦ�ĝðďû·ŅŅûʫʦEĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦSergei VeselovʦïĹĝĕʦ�÷Ŋť·ʬʦEŞ·ĖĝŞĝʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ
dismissed the case. There is as yet no information about criminal cases brought for repeated 
calls for sanctions.
EĖʦ RŊďťʬʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ ĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦş·Ľʦ·ÖÖÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʬʦĶÚĖ·ďûĽûĖðʦĶŊÏďûÐʦ ûĖÐûŅÚ-
ment of activities against the security of the state (Article 280.4 RCC). Article 280.4 stipulates 
Ņ÷·ŅʦûŅʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦ·ĶĶďťʦŅĝʦûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʬʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʬʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĽĕʬʦĽ·ĖÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦŊĖďÚ·Ľ÷ûĖðʦ
·ʦş·Ĺʦĝïʦ·ððĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦĝĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕťʬʦïĝĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ·ĹÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ĶĶďûÐ·ÏďÚʦ·Ĺ-
ticles. Offences that are considered to be activities ‘directed against the security of the state’ 
·ĹÚʦ ďûĽŅÚÖʫʦ �÷ÚĽÚʦ ûĖÐďŊÖÚʬʦ ûĖʦ Ķ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʬʦ ûďďÚð·ďʦ ÚŤĶĝĹŅʦ ĝïʦ ĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ŅÚÐ÷ĖĝďĝðûÚĽʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ
Ð·ĖʦÏÚʦŊĽÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹÚ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦşÚ·ĶĝĖĽʬʦĽĕŊððďûĖðʦĝïʦÐ·Ľ÷ʬʦÏ·ĖÖûŅĹťʬʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ
·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʬʦûďďÚð·ďʦĽŅĝĹ·ðÚʦ·ĖÖʦĕ·ĖŊï·ÐŅŊĹÚʦĝïʦşÚ·ĶĝĖĽʬʦ·ĕĕŊĖûŅûĝĖʬʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚʦ
ÖÚŞûÐÚĽʬʦĽĕŊððďûĖðʦĝïʦÖĹŊðĽʬʦĶĝûĽĝĖĽʬʦĹ·Öûĝ·ÐŅûŞÚʦĽŊÏĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʬʦÚĽĶÚÐû·ďďťʦŞ·ďŊ·ÏďÚʦşûďÖʦ·Ėûĕ·ďĽʬʦ
ŊĖď·şïŊďʦûĖŲŊÚĖÐÚʦĝĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·˓ĽʦÐĹûŅûÐ·ďʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖïĹ·ĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʬʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʬʦÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʬʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʬʦ
ÖûĽÐďĝĽŊĹÚʦ·ĖÖʦûďďÚð·ďʦ·ÐĸŊûĽûŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦĽÚÐĹÚŅĽʬʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦ·ĖʦŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ
ðûŞûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚÐÚûŞûĖðʦÏĹûÏÚĽʬʦûďďÚð·ďʦÐĹĝĽĽûĖðʦĝïʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦÏĝĹÖÚĹĽʬʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦûďďÚð·ďʦĕûðĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ
ÖÚĽŅĹŊÐŅûĝĖʦĝïʦÏĝĹÖÚĹʦĽûðĖĽʬʦï·ûďŊĹÚʦŅĝʦÐĝĕĶďťʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ĖʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĝĹÖÚĹʬʦÖÚĽÚĹŅûĝĖʬʦðÚĖĝÐûÖÚʬʦűð÷Ņ-
ûĖðʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĕÚĹÐÚĖ·Ĺťʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫʦ EĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦş·ťʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʦ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʦ ûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦŅĝʦĽĕŊððďÚʦ
şûďÖďûïÚʬʦÏĹûÏÚĹťʬʦðÚĖĝÐûÖÚʦ·ĖÖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦdĶÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ďďʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅťĶÚʦĝïʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʫ
The basic penalty under Article 280.4, Part 1, RCC is imprisonment for up to four years. Howev-
ÚĹʬʦûïʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦûĽʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦŊĽûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʬʦ·ĖʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦĝĹʦÏťʦ·ʦðĹĝŊĶʦĝïʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦ
by prior conspiracy (Article 280.4, Part 2, RCCˉʬʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĕʦĝïʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦĕ·ťʦĹûĽÚʦŅĝʦĽûŤʦťÚ·ĹĽʫʦ
If the crime was committed by an organised group (Article 280.4, Part 3, RCCˉʬʦûŅĽʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦ
can receive up to seven years’ imprisonment.
�ĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦĝĖÚʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦ
of the state is known. In Amur region Nikolai Titarenko was detained after he published a vid-
ÚĝʦĝĖʦ·ʦĶŊÏďûÐʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ŅʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ·ʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦĕ·ĽČÚÖʦĕ·ĖʦĽ·ťĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʬʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŅÚĽ÷ʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʦˌˋ�ŅÚĽ÷ˌʟûĽʟ·ʟ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʟ�·Ņ·ĹʟşĝĹÖʟĕÚ·ĖûĖðʟűĹÚʠʾʟŅĹ·ĖĽʤˍʬʦĉĝûĖÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽ-
sian army during the mobilisation ‘ŅĝʟÖÚĽŅĹĝťʟûŅʟïĹĝĕʟŅ÷ÚʟûĖĽûÖÚʬ˓ʦ˒ŅĝʟĶŊÏďûÐûĽÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĶĝĽûŅûĝĖĽʟĝïʟĽĝď-
ÖûÚĹĽʟ·ĖÖʟÚĸŊûĶĕÚĖŅʬ˓ʦ˒Ņĝʟ·ĹĹ·ĖðÚʟĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʟûĖʟş·ĹÚ÷ĝŊĽÚĽʟ·ĖÖʟ÷Ú·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽ.’ There is no infor-
mation yet about the pre-trial conditions applied to Titarenko.

https://za-slova.press/listok
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/04/14/glavreda-altayskoy-oppozicionnoy-gazety-listok-otpravili-v-sizo
https://msk1.ru/text/incidents/2022/04/08/71243585/
https://oblsud--sam.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=sud_delo&name_op=case&_id=31363632&_uid=5c3c2954-f7ec-418c-b3e2-c99eb0ad68c8&_deloId=1502001&_caseType=0&_new=0&_doc=1&srv_num=1
https://t.me/astrapress/13935
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2.3.3. Prosecutions under pre-existing crim-
inal articles of the Russian Criminal Code 
Although most prosecutions for statements against the war in Ukraine in 2022 were conducted 
under the new articles of the Russian Criminal Code on ‘fake news’ and discrediting the Russian 
·ĹĕťʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦŅĝʦŊĽÚʦ˒ŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖ·ď˓ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĶÚĖ·ďûĽûĖðʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʭ

• public incitement of extremism (Article 280, RCC);
• incitement of hatred or hostility (Article 282, RCC);
• ĶŊÏďûÐʦûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦĝĹʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦˈArticle 205.2, RCC).

�ĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦd¤ ˂EĖïĝʦûĽʦ·ş·ĹÚʦĝïʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦʋʉʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦ
ĝïʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĽûĽʦĝïʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʮʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦʊʉʦïĝĹʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʮʦ
·ĖÖʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦʊʉʦïĝĹʦûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦĝĹʦ÷ĝĽŅûďûŅťʫʦEĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ÷·ďïʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ-
·ĖŅĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦĽûĕŊďŅ·ĖÚĝŊĽďťʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅşĝʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ
·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦĝĖʦ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽʬ˓ʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĕťʬʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦŞ·ĖÖ·ďûĽĕʬʦĹÚ÷·ÏûďûŅ·ŅûĝĖʦ
ĝïʦ^·ŭûĽĕʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫ
At least 15 (about a third) of the defendants in the cases brought under these articles in connection 
şûŅ÷ʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʦ·ĹÚʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅďťʬʦĝĹʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʬʦ÷ÚďÖʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʫʦ
At least 12 more people are outside Russia. A charge of incitement of extremism was also brought 
against Vladislav Sinitsaʬʦş÷ĝʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʉʊʒʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĽÚĹŞûĖðʦ·ʦűŞÚ˂ťÚ·ĹʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝ˂Ð·ďďÚÖʦ
‘Moscow case.’ʦ̩ ʊʋˍʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚşʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʬʦ�ûĖûŅĽ·ʬʦş÷ûďÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʬʦŊĽÚÖʦ·ĖʦûďďÚð·ďʦ
Ķ÷ĝĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦĽŅ·ĹŅÚÖʦ·ʦ�şûŅŅÚĹʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦ ûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦ^ÚŅşĝĹČʦ9ĹÚÚÖĝĕĽʦreportsʬʦ ˒ïĝĹʟĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʟÖ·ťĽʟ
÷ÚʟĖÚð·ŅûŞÚďťʟÐ÷·Ĺ·ÐŅÚĹûĽÚÖʟĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʟ·ĖÖʟ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟ:Ŋ·ĹÖʟĝïűÐÚĹĽʥʟ·ĽʟşÚďďʟ·ĽʟÐ·ďďûĖðʟïĝĹʟŞûĝďÚĖŅʟ
·ÐŅûĝĖĽʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʟ}ŊŅûĖʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟ·Ľʟ·ʟş÷ĝďÚ.’ OVD-Info also adds that 
the account does not have a single subscriber and ‘it all looks like an obvious fabrication.’ Fab-
rication of new criminal cases against prisoners is indeed a widespread practice in Russian 
penal colonies.
�şĝʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦŅĝʦŅÚĹĕĽʦĝïʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦ·ĹÚʦČĖĝşĖʫʦEĖʦ¤ĝĹĝĖÚŭ÷ʬʦAndrei Biriukov was sen-
tencedʦ ŅĝʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ÷·ďïʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ ûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦïĝĹʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĖðʦ·ððĹÚĽĽûŞÚʬʦ
anti-Russian views. The Ukrainian singer Igor Levchenkoʬʦş÷ĝʦ ďûŞÚÖʦ ûĖʦTĹ·ĽĖĝðĝĹĽČʦĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦ
]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦş·Ľʦsentenced to three years in a general regime penal colony. According to the In-
ŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦ÷ÚʦûĖÐûŅÚÖʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦŅĝş·ĹÖĽʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʫ
�şĝʦşĝĕÚĖʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦűĖÚĽʫʦIrina Nelson (Dmitrieva)ʬʦ·ʦĕĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĝïʦïĝŊĹʦÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖʦïĹĝĕʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦŞûďď·ðÚʦĝïʦ^ĝŞ·ť·ʬʦ^ĝŞðĝĹĝÖʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʬʦwas űĖÚÖʦʌʉʉʬʉʉʉʦ ĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ ïĝĹʦ ÐĝĕĕÚĖŅĽʦ ûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ

12 In ʋʉʊʒʬʦ ĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦ ŅĝĝČʦ Ķď·ÐÚʦ ûĖ Moscow over decisions to bar independent candidates from elections 
to the Moscow City Duma. The prosecution of participants in these protests was referred to in the media 
as the ‘Moscow case.’ Sinitsa was sentenced to űŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖ a penal colony because of a tweet containing 
his ĹÚŲÚÐŅûĝĖĽʦĝĖ the supposed killing of children of ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦş÷ĝ disperse demonstrations. 
The tweet did not contain calls for ŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʬʦĖĝĹ was it accompanied by any actual criminal actions. 

https://t.me/NetFreedomsProject/737
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/09/zhitelya-voronezha-prigovorili-k-35-godam-kolonii-iz-za-postov-vo-vkontakte
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/09/zhitelya-voronezha-prigovorili-k-35-godam-kolonii-iz-za-postov-vo-vkontakte
https://zona.media/news/2022/11/30/levchenko
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/sud-oshtrafoval-mnogodetnuyu-mat-na-300-tysyach-rubley/32090056.html
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she suggested that ‘ÚŞÚĹťĝĖÚʟĽ÷ĝŊďÖʟðÚŅʟŊĶʟïĹĝĕʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟĽĝï·Ľʟ·ĖÖʟÏÚ·ŅʟŊĶʟŅ÷ÚĽÚʟĝïűÐû·ďĽˌʟ·ĖÖʟĝĹð·Ė-
ûĽÚʟˋ÷ŊðÚʟĕ·ĽĽʟĹ·ďďûÚĽʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷ÚʟŊĽÚʟĝïʟïĝĹÐÚʟÏťʟŅ÷ÚʟĶÚĝĶďÚ.’ Irina Bystrovaʬʦ·ʦĶ·ûĖŅûĖðʦŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹʦïĹĝĕʦ
}ÚŅĹĝŭ·ŞĝÖĽČʬʦwas űĖÚÖʦʏʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦ·ĖÖʦïĝĹʦĽĶĹÚ·ÖûĖðʦ˒ï·ČÚʦ
ĖÚşĽ˓ʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕťʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤ·ÐŅʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ÷ÚĹʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝŅʦČĖĝşĖʫ
}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦ ûĖÐûŅûĖðʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʬʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦ·ĖÖʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅÚŤŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
Ukraine have been conducted mainly with regard to those who have expressed aggression to-
ş·ĹÖĽʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʦĝĹʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ŞÚʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦïĝĹʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚĕʬʦĝĹʦïĝĹʦĶĹĝ-
ŅÚĽŅʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦðĝʦÏÚťĝĖÖʦĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʦĝĖÚĽʦˈïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦĝĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦ
ĝïűÐÚĽʦĝĹʦÐď·Ľ÷ÚĽʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚˉʫʦ�÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ·ďĽĝʦÐď·ĽĽûïťʦÐ·ďďĽʦ ŅĝʦČûďďʦ}ŊŅûĖʦĝĹʬʦ
ĕĝĹÚʦ ĶĹÚÐûĽÚďťʬʦ ŅÚŤŅĽʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úťʦ Ņ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʦ ûĖŅÚĹĶĹÚŅʦ ·Ľʦ ÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĖðʦ ĽŊÐ÷ʦ Ð·ďďĽʬʦ ·Ľʦ ûĖÐûŅûĖðʦ
ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦLeonid Volkovʬʦ·Ėʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚʦĝïʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʬʦş·ĽʦûĖÖûÐŅÚÖʦûĖʦRŊďťʬʦ
in his wordsʬʦ˒ïĝĹʟ·ʟĶĝĽŅʟĽ·ťûĖðʟŅ÷·Ņʟ}ŊŅûĖʟûĽʟĖĝşʟŅ÷ÚʟĖŊĕÏÚĹʟĝĖÚʟŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟşĝĹďÖʟ·ĖÖʟĽ÷ĝŊďÖʟ
ÏÚʟŅĹÚ·ŅÚÖʟ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðďť.’
The ‘Mayakovsky Readings’ case has attracted particular attention. It was initiated by the au-
Ņ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĹÚ·ÖûĖðʦĝïʦĶĝÚĕĽʦŅ÷·Ņʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦûĖÐûŅÚʦ
hatred towards members of the armed formations of the so-called Donetsk and Lugansk Peo-
ple’s Republics. �ĹŅÚĕʟT·ĕ·ĹÖûĖʬʦNikolai Daineko and Egor Shtovba were remanded in custody 
for incitement to hatred with the threat of violence (Article 282, Part 2 (a), RCC). The defendants 
ĽĶĝČÚʦ·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ]·ť·ČĝŞĽČťʦ�Ú·ÖûĖðĽʦĝĖʦʋʎʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʫʦ�÷ûĽʦûĽʦ·ʦŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖ·ďʦĶĝÚŅĹťʦÚŞÚĖŅʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
has been held in Moscow at the monument to Vladimir Mayakovsky since 1959. The organisers 
ÖÚÖûÐ·ŅÚÖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶĝÚŅĹťʦÚŞÚĖûĖðʦ ŅĝʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ EĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʬʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ ĽĶÚÚÐ÷ÚĽʦ
ûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ÷Ĺ·ĽÚĽʭʦ˒¥÷ûďÚʟťĝŊʟşÚĹÚʟűð÷ŅûĖðʟïĝĹʟ ĝĖÏ·ĽʥʟEʟş·ĽʟïŊÐČûĖðʟťĝŊĹʟÖ·Ŋð÷ŅÚĹĽʟ·ĖÖʟĽÚďď-
ûĖðʟĽĶûÐÚʟŅĝʟťĝŊĹʟŅ÷ĹÚÚʻťÚ·ĹʻĝďÖʟĽĝĖˌʟandʟˋ:ďĝĹťʟŅĝʟTťûŞ·Ėʟ�ŊĽʥʟ^ĝŞĝĹĝĽĽûť·ʥʟĽŊÐČʟŅ÷·Ņʩ’ The case 
ÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦĖĝŅĝĹûĝŊĽʦĝĖʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦŊĽÚÖʦÏťʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚ-
fendants at the time of their arrest (see. 2.3.4. Violence by law ÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
authors of statements about the war).
9ĝĹĕ·ďďťʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ]ĝĽÐĝş˂Ï·ĽÚÖʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ ]ûČ÷·ûďʟ TĹûðÚĹ is being prosecuted for statements 
he made before 2022 unrelated to the war against Ukraine. In 2019 on his Facebook page 
÷ÚʦşĹĝŅÚʭʦ˒ʤʤʤEʟÖĝʟĖĝŅʟ÷ûÖÚʟïĹĝĕʟ·ĖťĝĖÚʟĕťʟűÚĹÐÚʟ÷·ŅĹÚÖʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟĹÚðûĕÚʥʟïĝĹʟŅ÷Úʟ�÷ÚČûĽŅĽʟş÷ĝʟÐĹÚ·Ņ-
ÚÖʟûŅʟ·ĖÖʟĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďďťʟïĝĹʟ¤ʤʟ¤ʤʟ}ŊʤʤĖʤʟ�ĖÖʟÏÚďûÚŞÚʟĕÚʥʟş÷ÚĖʟ·ĖÖʟûïʟEʟďûŞÚʟŅĝʟĽÚÚʟŅ÷ûĽʟT:�ʟĽÐŊĕʟ÷·ĖðÚÖʥʟ
Eʟşûďďʟűð÷Ņʟ÷·ĹÖʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟĹûð÷ŅʟŅĝʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚʟûĖʟŅ÷ûĽʟûĖĽĶûĹ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟÚŞÚĖŅʤ˓ʦ EĖʦʋʉʋʉʦTĹûðÚĹʦĶĝĽŅÚÖʦ
a comment about a verdict whose fairness had been questioned in the media. ‘¥ÚʟÐ·ĖʟĽŅ·ŅÚʟ
Ņ÷·ŅʟûĖʟĝŊĹʟÐĝŊĖŅĹťʟĕĝĖĽŅÚĹĽʟïĹĝĕʟŅ÷Úʟ�÷ÚČ·ʟ÷·ŞÚʟĽÚûŭÚÖʟĶĝşÚĹʟĝŞÚĹʟĶÚĝĶďÚʬ˓ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĕĕÚĖŅʦĹÚ·Öʬʦ
·ďĝĖðʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅʦ Ņ÷·Ņʬʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĝĶûĖûĝĖʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹʬʦ]ûČ÷·ûďʦ³÷ďĝÏûŅĽČťʦ̩ ʊʌˍ and Evgeny 
Maniurovʦ̩ ʊʍˍʦşÚĹÚʦ÷ÚĹĝÚĽʬʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚÚÖʦŅĝʦĹÚĽûĽŅʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦŅÚĹĹĝĹʦÏťʦïĝĹÐÚʭʦ˒dŅ÷ÚĹşûĽÚʟŅ÷ÚĽÚʟ

13 On 31 dÐŅĝÏÚĹʦ ʋʉʊʑʬʦ ʊʐ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖ anarchist Mikhail Zhlobitsky detonated a bomb in the FSB building 
in Arkhangelsk. Three FSB staff were injured and the young man himself died. A few minutes before the in-
ÐûÖÚĖŅʬʦ· message about the explosion appeared in the open chat of the Telegram channel ‘Rechi Bun-
ŅĝŞĽ÷Ð÷ûČ·˓ʦˌˋ�ĶÚÚÐ÷ÚĽʟĝï a �ÚÏÚďˌˍʬʦ ûĖ which Zhlobitsky explained his actions as a protest against torture 
and repression. Law enforcement authorities have opened dozens of criminal investigations for ˒ĉŊĽŅûűÐ·-
tion of terrorism’ in connection with discussions of the anarchist’s suicide bombing. 

14 On 19  ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʊʒʬʦʌʒ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖ $ŞðÚĖťʦ]·ĖûŊĹĝŞʦĝĶÚĖÚÖʦűĹÚʦ·Ņ FSB ĝïűÐÚĹĽʦĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦŅ÷Ú main FSB build-
ing in ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦČûďďûĖðʦŅşĝʫʦAÚ was shot dead as he was being detained. Maniurov’s motives are not known. 

https://www.svoboda.org/a/hudozhnitsu-oshtrafovali-na-600-tys-po-delu-ob-opravdanii-terrorizma/32196907.html
https://t.me/leonid_volkov/3347
https://ovd.news/story/delo-o-mayakovskih-chteniyah
https://memopzk.org/figurant/kriger-mihail-aleksandrovich/
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Ï·ĖÖûŅĽʟÖĝʟĖĝŅʟŊĖÖÚĹĽŅ·ĖÖʤʤʤʤʟ�÷ÚʟĕĝĖĽŅÚĹĽʟ÷·ŞÚʟûĕĶĝĽÚÖʟĖĝŅʟÚŞÚĖʟ·ʟş·ĹʥʟŅ÷Úťʟ·ĹÚʟĉŊĽŅʟÏÚ·ŅûĖðʟ
up people.’ The activist was accused of justifying terrorism (Article 205.2, Part 2, RCC) and in-
ÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦŅĝʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅʦĝïʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ9��ʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦˈArticle 282, Part 2 (a), RCC). 
EĖʦï·ÐŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦTĹûðÚĹʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦûĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅşĝʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ
ĹÚĽĶÚÐŅûŞÚďťʦ ·ïŅÚĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĕĶŊŅÚÖʦ ĶĝĽŅĽʬʦş·Ľʦ ÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦ ĝïʦ ÷ûĽʦ ĹÚðŊď·Ĺʦ Ķ·ĹŅûÐû-
Ķ·ŅûĝĖʦ ûĖʦ ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʫʦ }ĹûĝĹʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷·ŅʬʦTĹûðÚĹʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ ĉ·ûďÚÖʦ Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦ ŅûĕÚĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝŊĹĽÚʦ
ĝïʦĝĖÚʦťÚ·ĹʦïĝĹʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦď·şʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʭʦûĖʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʦïĝĹʦŅÚĖʦÖ·ťĽʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦ·ʦĶûÐČÚŅʦûĖʦĽŊĶ-
ĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦ ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʮʦ ûĖʦ]·ťʦ ïĝĹʦ ïĝŊĹʦÖ·ťĽʬʦ ûĖʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦ
ŅĝʦĶĹÚŞÚĖŅʦ÷ûĕʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĖðʦûĖʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦĝĖʦ¤ûÐŅĝĹťʦ ·ťʮʦ·ĖÖʦûĖʦRŊďťʦïĝĹʦŅÚĖʦÖ·ťĽʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦ·Ė-
ti-Putin stickers on his car.

2.3.4. Violence by law enforcement personnel 
against the authors of statements on the war 
EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽûĖðďťʦĽťĽŅÚĕ·ŅûÐ·ďďťʦ·ÐÐĝĕĶ·ĖûÚÖʦ
ÏťʦÏĹŊŅ·ďʦ ŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦĝĖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦ ď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʫʦ}ĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʬʦ ŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʦş·ĽʦĕĝĹÚʦ
ĝïŅÚĖʦ ĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦÏťʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ ûĖʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ Ņ÷·ŅʦşÚĹÚʦ ď·ĹðÚďťʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦÐĝĖïÚĽĽûĝĖĽʬʦ ĽÚďï˂ûĖÐĹûĕû-
nation and incrimination of others. The crimes of law enforcement operatives in these cases 
had the practical purpose of fabricating ‘evidence’ for the prosecution. The facts that underlie 
prosecutions for speaking out are as a rule in any case obvious because people are more like-
ly to write and speak out on their own behalf. Violence in such cases acquires the character 
ĝïʦ·ʦĶŊĹÚďťʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦŅÚĹĹĝĹʬʦÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĖðʦ·ĖʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ-
·ŅûŞÚĽʦŅĝş·ĹÖĽʦĽŊĽĶÚÐŅĽʦĝĹʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ÐÐĝĕĶ·ĖûÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦûĖŅÚĖŅûĝĖ·ďʦ÷Ŋĕûďû·ŅûĝĖʫ
A ubiquitous practice in Russia and annexed Crimea has become the publication of vide-
os with apologies by ‘the guilty’ — something that used to be the ‘calling card’ of Chechnya. 
�ŊÐ÷ʦ·ĶĝďĝðûÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦŊĽŊ·ďďťʬʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚ·ĽŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĽŊďŅʦĝïʦĶĽťÐ÷ĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʮʦŅ÷Úťʦ
Ð·Ėʦ·ďĽĝʦÏÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĽŊďŅʦĝïʦ ŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ŞÚʦĕ·ÖÚʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ ˒ĶŊÏďûÐʦ·ĶĝďĝðûÚĽ˓ʦ
ûĖÐďŊÖÚʭʦUkrainian singer Igor LevchenkoʬʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ ûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĹÚðûĝĖʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦ ûĖÐûŅûĖðʦ
÷·ŅĹÚÖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʮʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦ�Č÷ŅŊÏûĖĽČʬʦ�ĽŅĹ·Č÷·ĖʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦş÷ĝʦpublished 
anti-war videos on social media;  ĕûŅĹťʟ TŊŭĖÚŅĽĝŞʬʦ leader of the Russian rock band Elysi-
umʬʦ ·ïŅÚĹʦ ·Ėʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦÐĝĖÐÚĹŅʦ ûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʮʦ ·ĖÖʦ ïÚĕ·ďÚʦ ĽŅŊÖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦsecondary school at-
tached to the Higher School of Economics who refused to stand up when the Russian anthem 
ş·ĽʦĶď·ťÚÖʦÖŊĹûĖðʦ·ʦďÚĽĽĝĖʬʦ˒ �·ďČĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦEĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅʦ�÷ûĖðĽʫ˓ʦ̩ ʊʎˍ Residents of annexed Crimea were 
Ķ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹďťʦĝïŅÚĖʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ĶĝďĝðûĽÚʭʦ R Akhtem Gemedzhiʬʦş÷ĝʦĶď·ťÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝĖðʦ˒�÷ÚĹŞĝĖ·ʦ
T·ďûĖ·˓ʦ·Ņʦ·ʦşÚÖÖûĖðʦûĖʦ·ʦĹÚĽŅ·ŊĹ·ĖŅʮʦOlga Saenkoʬʦş÷ĝʦş·Ľʦprosecuted for inciting extremism 
after she wished death to the Russian military; Valentina Ivanovnaʬʦş÷ĝʦplayed a song by Verka 
Serduchkaʦ̩ ʊʏˍ on the Yalta seafront; and others.

15 An educational activity introduced in the Russian school curriculum from September 2022. It is described 
in detail in section 2.10.2. Dismissals and expulsions for anti-war stances. 

16 The stage drag persona of �ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦÐĝĕÚÖû·Ėʬʦ·ÐŅĝĹʦ·ĖÖ singer Andriy Danylko. 

https://video.ridus.ru/player/ba180eb4-1453-4290-b1a7-c320a0984db3
https://t.me/astsev/2264
https://t.me/novaya_europe/351
https://t.me/novaya_europe/351
https://doxa.team/news/dvukh-uchenic-liceya-vshe-v-moskve-zatravili-za-proslushivanie-gimna-ukrainy-vo-vremya-razgovorov-o-vazhnom
https://t.me/KlymenkoTime/69477
https://t.me/talipovonline/7898
https://t.me/tvcrimea24/39447


61

The brutal violence was reported not only by those who had been prosecuted for a criminal 
ĝïïÚĖÐÚʬʦÏŊŅʦÚŞÚĖʦÏťʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦï·ÐûĖðʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʫʦAndrei Akimovʬʦ·Ėʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦïĹĝĕʦ«·Ĺĝ-
Ľď·ŞďʬʦtoldʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦïĹĝĕʦ]ÚĽŅĝʦ�ûďťʦ«·ĹĝĽď·Şďʦˌˋ«·ĹĝĽď·Şďʠʾʟ}ď·ÐÚʟĝïʟ�ŅĹÚĖðŅ÷ˌ] that the police 
ŅĝĝČʦ÷ûĕʦ·ş·ťʦïĹĝĕʦ÷ûĽʦ÷ĝĕÚʬʦÏÚ·Ņʦ÷ûĕʦ·ĖÖʦŊĽÚÖʦ÷·ĖÖÐŊïïĽʦŅĝʦ÷·Ėðʦ÷ûĕʦŊĶʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦĶŊďď˂ŊĶʦÏ·Ĺʭʦ
‘¥÷ûďÚʟ Ņ÷Úťʟ şÚĹÚʟ ÏÚ·ŅûĖðʟ ĕÚʥʟ Ņ÷Úťʟ Ľ·ûÖʟ Ņ÷·Ņʟ Eʟ ş·ĖŅÚÖʟ Ņĝʟ ĝŞÚĹŅ÷Ĺĝşʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʥʟ ş·Ľʟ ÚĖ-
ÐĝŊĹ·ðûĖðʟ ÚŞÚĹťĝĖÚʟ Ņĝʟ ðĝʟ ĝĖʟĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʟ ·ĖÖʟ ĹĝÐČûĖðʟ Ņ÷Úʟ Ïĝ·Ņʟ ·Ņʟ ĽŊÐ÷ʟ·ʟÖûïűÐŊďŅʟ ŅûĕÚʤʟ�÷Úťʟ Ľ·ûÖʟ
Eʟş·Ľʟ·ʟĽÐĝŊĖÖĹÚďʥʟ·ʟŅĹ·ûŅĝĹʫ˓ʦEĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĶĽ÷ĝŅʬʦ�ČûĕĝŞʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
·Ĺĕťʦ·ĖÖʦÐ·ďďûĖðʦïĝĹʦÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦ÷·ŞÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦ·ĶĶĹĝŞ·ďʦˈArticle 20.3.3, Part 2, 
RCAO) and disobeying the police (Article 19.3, Part 1, RCAO). On the second charge he was sen-
tenced to four days in jail.
�÷Úʦ�ûČ�ĝČÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖʦĝïʦ]ĝďÖĝŞ·ʬʦNekoglai (Nikolai Lebedev)ʬʦş÷ĝʦĶ·ĹĝÖûÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦŞûÖÚĝʦ·ʦĽĝď-
ÖûÚĹʦďťûĖðʦûĖʦ·ʦŅĹÚĖÐ÷ʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĹĝşûĖðʦÏ·ÐČʦÚĖÚĕťʦðĹÚĖ·ÖÚĽʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷ûĽʦ÷·ĖÖĽʬʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦ
for the video itself. The court found him guilty of violating the rules of stay in Russia (Article 
18.8 RCAOˉʦ·ĖÖʦÖÚÐûÖÚÖʦŅĝʦÖÚĶĝĹŅʦ÷ûĕʫʦdĖÐÚʦûĖʦ]ĝďÖĝŞ·ʬʦ^ÚČĝðď·ûʦdescribed how he had been 
ŅĝĹŅŊĹÚÖʦ ·Ņʦ ·ʦ ĶĝďûÐÚʦ ĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʦ ÖŊĹûĖðʦ ÷ûĽʦ ÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦ ĝĖʦ ʒʦ ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʫʦ �ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ ^ÚČĝðď·ûʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦÏÚ·Ņʦ÷ûĕʬʦïĝĹÐûÏďťʦĽ÷·ŞÚÖʦ÷ûĕʬʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦĹ·ĶÚʦ÷ûĕʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÏĝŅŅďÚʦ·ĖÖʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷Úťʦ
ÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦĕ·Ė·ðÚʦŅĝʦÖĝʦŅ÷·ŅʬʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦŅĝʦûĕûŅ·ŅÚʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖĽÚĹŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦÏĝŅŅďÚʦûĖŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦ·ĖŊĽʦ·ĖÖʦűďĕÚÖʦ
ûŅʦĝĖʦŞûÖÚĝʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʬʦ^ÚČĝðď·ûʦapologised for the video. Later he showed on a video 
·ʦÐÚĹŅûűÐ·ŅÚʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦŅĹ·Ŋĕ·ʦ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďʦÖÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦÖ·ŅÚÖʦʊʉʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĽŅ·ŅÚÖʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĽŊï-
fered multiple bruises and abrasions. Traces of the beating to which Nekoglai had been sub-
jected were seenʦÏťʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʦ]ÚďĖûČĝŞʬʦ·ʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦ]ĝĽÐĝş˓Ľʦ}ŊÏďûÐʦdŞÚĹĽûð÷Ņʦ�ĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖʬʦ
when he visited Nekoglai in a detention centre for foreign citizens on 12 November.
The best-known example of torture of defendants has been in the ‘Mayakovsky case’ in which 
ĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦĹÚ·ÖûĖðʦĶĝÚĕĽʦŅ÷·Ņʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦûĖ-
ÐûŅÚÖʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦŅĝş·ĹÖĽʦŅ÷Úʦűð÷ŅÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ ^�ʦ·ĖÖʦW^�ʫʦdĖʦʋʏʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦĽĶÚÐû·ďʦïĝĹÐÚĽʦÏŊĹĽŅʦ
into the apartment where the main suspect �ĹŅÚĕʟT·ĕ·ĹÖûĖʬʦ÷ûĽʦðûĹďïĹûÚĖÖʦAleksandra Popova 
and his friend Aleksandr MeniukovʦşÚĹÚʦĽŅ·ťûĖðʫʦ9ĝĹʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦ÷ĝŊĹĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝʦÐĝĕ-
ĕŊĖûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦşĝĹďÖʫʦ�÷·ŅʦÚŞÚĖûĖðʦ^ĝŞ·ť·ʦð·ŭÚŅ·ʫʦ$ŊĹĝĶ·ʬʦÐûŅûĖðʦ·Ėʦ·ĖĝĖťĕĝŊĽʦ
ĽĝŊĹÐÚʬʦ reportedʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ď·şʦ ÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ ĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ ÷·Öʦ ÏÚ·ŅÚĖʦ ŊĶʦ T·ĕ·ĹÖûĖʦ ûĖʦ ÷ûĽʦ ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦ
·ĖÖʦ Ĺ·ĶÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦşûŅ÷ʦ ·ʦ ÖŊĕÏÏÚďďʫʦ ŊĹûĖðʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĖûð÷Ņʬʦ ÖĝÐŅĝĹĽʦ Öû·ðĖĝĽÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦşûŅ÷ʦ ÐĝĖÐŊĽĽûĝĖʬʦ
·ʦÐďĝĽÚÖʦÐĹ·ĖûĝÐÚĹÚÏĹ·ďʦûĖĉŊĹťʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦÏĹŊûĽÚÖʦÐ÷ÚĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦĖŊĕÚĹĝŊĽʦï·Ðû·ďʦ·ÏĹ·ĽûĝĖĽʬʦÏŊŅʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦ
Ņĝʦ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďûĽÚʦ÷ûĕʫʦ}ĝĶĝŞ·ʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦĸŊÚĽŅûĝĖûĖðʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽ÷ÚʦĽ·ûÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĶÚÐû·ďʦïĝĹÐÚĽʦĝï-
űÐÚĹĽʦĶŊďďÚÖʦĝŊŅʦ÷ÚĹʦ÷·ûĹʬʦĽŅŊÐČʦĽŅûÐČÚĹĽʦĝĖʦ÷ÚĹʦï·ÐÚʦşûŅ÷ʦĽŊĶÚĹðďŊÚʬʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅÚĖÚÖʦ÷ÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦð·Ėðʦ
Ĺ·ĶÚʦ·ĖÖʦĽ÷ĝşÚÖʦ÷ÚĹʦ·ʦŞûÖÚĝʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÏŊĽÚʦĝïʦT·ĕ·ĹÖûĖʫʦdŅ÷ÚĹĽʦş÷ĝʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ
şÚĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦÖ·ťʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʦ˒ʊʊʋ˓ʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦ·ʦŞûÖÚĝʦĝïʦT·ĕ·Ĺ-
ÖûĖʬʦDaineko and Shtovba on their knees apologising for taking part in the poetry readings.

https://telegra.ph/Nadeli-meshok-na-golovu-bili-i-pugali-ehletroshokerom-YAroslavcam-Andreya-Akimova-zaderzhali-za-post-protiv-SVO-10-05
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2n3_bQ3P08
https://t.me/rian_ru/185124
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yhLKbFW5wg
https://novayagazeta.eu/articles/2022/09/26/politseiskie-iznasilovali-zaderzhannogo-artema-kamardina-i-zastavili-izvinitsia-na-kameru-za-slova-slava-kievskoi-rusi-news
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2.4. Mass searches of the homes 
of activists and journalists on spu-
rious grounds 
EŅʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦťÚ·ĹʦŅ÷·Ņʬʦ·Ľʦ·ʦïĝĹĕʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦ
ûĖʦïĝĹĕ·ďʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦÏŊŅʦĝïʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦĖĝŅʦ·ÐŅŊ·ďďťʦûĖŞĝďŞÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʫʦ�ŊÐ÷ʬʦ
ïĝĹʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦşÚĹÚʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ «ŊČĝĽʦ̩ ʊʐˍʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÚĕĶďĝťÚÚĽʦ ĝïʦ]ûČ÷·ûďʦ T÷ĝÖĝĹČ-
ĝŞĽČť˓ĽʦdĶÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦEĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʬʦĝĖʦʒʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʉʬʦʋʍʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦ·ÐĹĝĽĽʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹťʬʦ ûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦĝïʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦş÷ĝʦ÷·Öʦ ĉŊĽŅʦÏÚÚĖʦÏĝĹĖʦĝĹʦşÚĹÚʦĝïʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďʦ·ðÚʦ·Ņʦ Ņ÷ÚʦŅûĕÚʦ
of the crimes imputed to the management of the oil company.
Searches cause a great deal of stress for the person searched and their family members. Of-
ŅÚĖʦŅ÷Úʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦûĖŞĝďŞÚÖʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶ·ĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦŅĝʦ÷Ŋĕûďû·-
ŅûĝĖʭʦŅ÷ÚťʦĝĖďťʦ·ďďĝşʦŅ÷ÚĕʦŅĝʦðĝʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĝûďÚŅʦŊĖÖÚĹʦĽŊĹŞÚûďď·ĖÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚ·ÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĶĹûŞ·ŅÚʦďÚŅŅÚĹĽʦ
·ĖÖʦÖû·ĹûÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫʦ�Ľʦ·ʦĹŊďÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʦÚĖÖĽʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚûŭŊĹÚʦĝïʦĶ÷ĝĖÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝĕĶŊŅÚĹĽʬʦ
ĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦĝïʦÐ·Ľ÷ʫʦ�÷ÚʦĽÚûŭÚÖʦĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʦĕ·ťʦĖĝŅʦÏÚʦĹÚŅŊĹĖÚÖʦïĝĹʦ·ʦďĝĖðʦŅûĕÚʬʦÐûŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚÚÖĽʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʫʦ�Ķťş·ĹÚʦĕ·ťʦÏÚʦûĖĽŅ·ďďÚÖʦĝĖʦĹÚŅŊĹĖÚÖʦÐĝĕĶŊŅÚĹʦÚĸŊûĶĕÚĖŅʫʦEĖʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚĹÚʦĕ·ťʦ ÏÚʦ Ėĝʦ ïŊĹŅ÷ÚĹʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦ ûĖŞĝďŞûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶÚĹĽĝĖʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʫʦ EĖʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦş·ťʬʦ
searches may be used solely for purposes of exercising pressure and intimidation.
dĖʦʊʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʉʬʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚĽʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦĝïʦIrina Slavinaʬʦ·ʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦ ïĹĝĕʦ
Nizhny Novgorod named as a witness in the case of a Nizhny Novgorod activist’s participation 
ûĖʦdĶÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ�÷ÚʦĖÚŤŅʦÖ·ťʬʦ�ď·ŞûĖ·ʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦĽÚďï˂ûĕĕĝď·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦïĹĝĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ÷Ú·Ö-
quarters of the Ministry of Internal Affairs in protest against state arbitrariness. 
EĖʦʋʉʋʊʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦĹÚðŊď·ĹďťʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦĝïʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŞÚʦĝïʦĶď·ĖĖÚÖʦĶĹĝ-
tests and after them. Formal reasons for the searches could be criminal cases regarding road 
blockades or the spreading of the coronavirus at previous rallies. Law enforcement agencies 
ûĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦşÚĹÚʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹďťʦČĖĝşĖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ûĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦĝĖʦʏʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ·ʦĽÚĹûÚĽʦ
ĝïʦÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŅÚĹûĝĹʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦannounced 30 searches 
had taken place in St. Petersburg in connection with an investigation into the blocking of roads 
·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĹ·ďďťʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚʦş·ĽʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦĖĝʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ
against any of the residents of the 30 apartments that were searched.

17 The Yukos case was a prosecution that began in 1993 of the Yukos oil company and its ĝşĖÚĹĽʬʦĕĝĽŅʦĖĝ-
Ņ·Ïďťʦ]ûČ÷·ûďʦT÷ĝÖĝĹČĝŞĽČťʬʦ·ĖÖ some of its employees. The company’s management was charged with 
tax evasion as well as fraud during the 1994 privatisation of �Ķ·ŅûŅʬʦ· state enterprise. 

https://www.fontanka.ru/2021/02/06/69752643


63

2.4.1. Fictitious cases of ‘telephone terrorism’ 
EĖʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ ď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦ ûĖŞÚĖŅÚÖʦ·ʦĖÚşʦş·ťʦ Ņĝʦ ïĝĹĕ·ďďťʦ ĉŊĽŅûïťʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦ ûĖʦ ÐĝĖ-
nection with criminal investigations into the offence of reporting an act of terrorism known 
to be false (Article 207 RCCˉʫʦ�ŊÐ÷ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦĕ·ÖÚʦÏťʦŅÚďÚĶ÷ĝĖÚʬʦÚ˂ĕ·ûďʬʦĝĹʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐ÷·Ė-
ĖÚďĽʬʦ ÏŊŅʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĕÚÖû·ʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ Ņ·ČÚĖʦ Ņĝʦ ŊĽûĖðʦ ·ʦ ðÚĖÚĹ·ďûĽÚÖʦ Ė·ĕÚʦ ïĝĹʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦ ŅťĶÚʦ ĝïʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ
as ‘telephone terrorism.’
Law enforcement agencies state that a government agency has received a report of an im-
ĶÚĖÖûĖðʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷·Ņʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĖÖʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ
·ʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦĕ·ťʦÏÚʦûĖŞĝďŞÚÖʫʦ�÷ûĽʦûĽʦÚĖĝŊð÷ʦŅĝʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅʦ·ʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʬʦĽÚûŭÚʦÚĸŊûĶĕÚĖŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦ
ÖÚŅ·ûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦ ïĝĹʦ ŅşĝʦÖ·ťĽʫʦ�ĝʦÖ·ŅÚʬʦ ûŅʦ ûĽʦĖĝŅʦČĖĝşĖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·Ėťʦ ïŊĹŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ÐŅŊ·ďʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦ
has ever followed searches or arrests of this kind.
�÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦûĖʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝïʦ˒ŅÚďÚĶ÷ĝĖÚʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕ˓ʦş·ĽʦÐ·ĹĹûÚÖʦĝŊŅʦĝĖʦʎʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŞÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĖ·-
ŅûĝĖşûÖÚʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĽÐ÷ÚÖŊďÚÖʦïĝĹʦʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʫʦEĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʬʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚĽʦ
went to several dozen addresses of activists and journalists. OVD-Info has reported the names 
of 26 people who were searched that day. The internet media outlet Fontanka wrote of 40 de-
fendants in the case of a false bomb alert. ‘�Ņʤʠ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʟĶĝďûÐÚʟĝïűÐÚĹĽʟ÷·ŞÚʟûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʟŅ÷Úʟ̀ ÏĝĕÏ-
ÚĹĽˌʟş÷ĝʟïĝĹʟ·ʟşÚÚČʟÖûÖʟĖĝŅʟďÚŅʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝŊĹŅĽʥʟĽÐ÷ĝĝďĽʥʟĽ÷ĝĶĶûĖðʟÐÚĖŅĹÚĽʥʟ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďĽʥʟ÷ĝŅÚďĽʟ·ĖÖʟĹÚĽŅ·Ŋ-
Ĺ·ĖŅĽʟďûŞÚʟûĖʟĶÚ·ÐÚʬ˓ʦ9ĝĖŅ·ĖČ·ʦrelated the police version of events. ‘�÷ÚťʟĶĹÚŅÚĖÖÚÖʟŅ÷ÚʟÐ·ďďĽʟşÚĹÚʟ
ïĹĝĕʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʥʟÏŊŅʟŅ÷ÚťʟŅŊĹĖÚÖʟĝŊŅʟŅĝʟÏÚʟďĝÐ·ďʤʤʤʟ}ĝďûÐÚʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚĽʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Úʟ÷ÚďĶʟĝïʟĽĶÚÐû·ďʟŅÚÐ÷ĖûÐ·ďʟ
ĕÚ·ĖĽʟ ûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʟ ·ʟ ðĹĝŊĶʟ ĝïʟ ·ÏĝŊŅʟ ʆʂʟ ĶÚĝĶďÚʤʟ �÷ÚťʟşÚĹÚʟ ÐĝĕĶÚŅÚĖŅďťʟ ĝĹð·ĖûĽÚÖʟ ·ĖÖʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ĹĝďÚĽʟ
ĝïʟ Ķ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʟşÚĹÚʟ ÐďÚ·Ĺďťʟ ÖûĽŅĹûÏŊŅÚÖʤʟ �ĝĕÚʟĶÚĝĶďÚʟ Ð·ĹĹûÚÖʟ ĝŊŅʟ ðÚĖÚĹ·ďʟ ÐĝĝĹÖûĖ·ŅûĝĖʥʟ ĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʟ
ĶĹĝŞûÖÚÖʟŅÚÐ÷ĖûÐ·ďʟĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʥʟŅ÷ÚʟĹÚĽŅʟŅĹ·ĖĽĕûŅŅÚÖʟŅ÷ÚʟĕÚĽĽ·ðÚĽʤʟ�ŅʟŅ÷ÚʟĽ·ĕÚʟŅûĕÚʥʟŅ÷ÚʟðĹĝŊĶʟŊĽÚÖʟ
ĕĝÖÚĹĖʟE}ʻŅÚďÚĶ÷ĝĖťʟĕÚ·ĖĽʥʟĕ·ČûĖðʟûŅʟĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʟŅĝʟÐ÷·ĖðÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĖŊĕÏÚĹʟĝïʟĝĹûðûĖʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟÐ·ďďʤ’
�÷ÚʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦĕÚ·ĽŊĹÚĽʬʦ·ĽʦĝïŅÚĖʦ÷·ĶĶÚĖĽʬʦş·ĽʦďĝŊÖÚĹʦŅ÷·Ėʦ
the repression itself. Neither on 5 March nor in the following days was there any court decision 
ĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦðŊûďŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʬʦĖĝĹʦşÚĹÚʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ·ĖťʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦÐĝŊďÖʦ÷·ŞÚʦ
ĶŊŅʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʦĝĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦÐĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐʦÖĝĕ·ûĖʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦĖĝŅ÷ûĖðʦĕĝĹÚʦ
was heard of the ‘commission of a crime by an organised group with a clear division of roles 
·ĕĝĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĽĶÚÐŅĽʫ˓ʦ�ÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦĝïűÐû·ďďťʦÖĹĝĶĶÚÖʫ
‘�÷ÚʟĶĝďûÐÚʟĹÚÐĝĹÖʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʟûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʟŅ÷ÚʟĶ÷ĝĖÚʟĖŊĕÏÚĹʟïĹĝĕʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟŅ÷ÚʟÐ·ďďʟ·ÏĝŊŅʟŅ÷Úʟ·ďďÚðÚÖʟ
ÏĝĕÏʟş·ĽʟĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʤʟEŅʟş·Ľʟ·ʟĹ·ĖÖĝĕʟĽÚŅʟĝïʟĖŊĕÏÚĹĽʥʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟÐ·ĖˌŅʟÏÚʟ·ĖťʟĶ÷ĝĖÚʟĖŊĕÏÚĹʬ˓ʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ
Lelya Nordik later told OVD-Info about the search of her home.
dĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĹĖûĖðʦĝïʦʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦ˒ŅÚďÚĶ÷ĝĖÚʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕ˓ʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦ
ûĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦ·ĖÖʦ·ďĽĝʦŅĝĝČʦĶď·ÐÚʦûĖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐûŅûÚĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦĽÚŞÚĖʦ·ÖÖĹÚĽĽÚĽʦĝïʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦ
·ĖÖʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦûĖʦ�·ĕ·Ĺ·ʦ·ĖÖʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦïĝŊĹʦ·ÖÖĹÚĽĽÚĽʦûĖʦT·ŭ·Ėʫʦ�şÚďŞÚʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ï-
ter the searches in St Petersburg and held in a temporary police detention centre for two nights. 
The investigators told them a court would decide on the pre-trial conditions to be imposed. 
EĖʦĹÚ·ďûŅťʬʦĖĝʦŅĹû·ďʦïĝďďĝşÚÖʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦʏ˂ʐʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦĝĹʦÚ·ĹďûÚĹʫ
dĖʦ ʎʦ ·ĖÖʦʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ ÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦ ·Ņʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽ˓ʦ ÷ĝĕÚĽʦ ûĖʦ ĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ ĹÚðûĝĖĽʦ ĝĖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ
ðĹĝŊĖÖĽʬʦ ûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ Ş·ĖÖ·ďûĽĕʬʦ ïĹ·ŊÖʬʦ ÖûĽŅĹûÏŊŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ ˒ï·ČÚʦ ĖÚşĽʬ˓ʦ ûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦ ĝïʦ ÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʬʦ
and so on.

https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2022/04/20/zalozhena-atomnaya-bomba-kak-na-protivnikov-voyny-zavodyat-dela-o-telefonnom
https://www.fontanka.ru/2022/03/05/70489001/
https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2022/04/20/zalozhena-atomnaya-bomba-kak-na-protivnikov-voyny-zavodyat-dela-o-telefonnom
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The intimidation of protesters by means of cases of ‘telephone terrorism’ was repeated 
several times.
dĖʦʊʋʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚŤŅʦĶď·ĖĖÚÖʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʬʦûĖʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺʦsearches were 
conducted of the homes of the lawyer Mikhail BenyashʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦYana Antonovaʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝ-
ordinator of an environmental organisation Andrei Rudomakha. On 13 March in Novosibirsk 
the home of Elena Noskovetsʬʦ ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖŅʦ Ņĝʦ ·ʦ ĕÚĕÏÚĹʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐûŅťʦ ·ĽĽÚĕÏďťʬʦ ş·Ľʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʫʦ
dĖʦʊʑʦ·ĖÖʦʋʉʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʦĝïʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦĽÚŞÚĖʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦûĖʦ¤ĝďðĝðĹ·ÖʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʫʦdĖʦʋʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ Ö·ťʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ķď·ĖĖÚÖʦ ÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÷ĝĕÚĽʦ ĝïʦ ·Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦ Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦ ĶÚĝĶďÚʦ ûĖʦ ^ĝŞĝĽûÏûĹĽČʦ
and two in St. Petersburg were searched. During the search of the home of TĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅûĖʟ^·ÖÚûĖ 
ïĹĝĕʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦ˒ŅÚďÚĶ÷ĝĖÚʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʬ˓ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦseized a hoodie 
with the inscriptions ‘}ŊŅûĖʟûĽʟ·ʟŅ÷ûÚïʩ’ and ‘:ďĝĹťʟŅĝʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʩ˓ʦ EĖʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦşÚÚČĽʬʦ ď·şʦÚĖ-
ïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʦĝïʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦÚûð÷ŅʦĕĝĹÚʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦûĖʦÖûïïÚĹÚĖŅʦÐûŅûÚĽ
There was a fresh wave of intimidation in the run-up to Victory Day celebrations. At least 
three feminist activists in St. Petersburg were detainedʦ·ïŅÚĹʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖûð÷Ņʦĝïʦʐ˂ʑʦ]·ťʬʦ
ş÷ûďÚʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʬʦ}·ď·ÖÖť·ʦ�·Ľ÷ŊĹĝŞ·ʦˈ}ĝďûĖ·ʦ�ûŅĝŞ·ˉʬʦwas taken from a bar to a temporary deten-
ŅûĝĖʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʦĝĖʦʒʦ]·ťʫʦ�÷ûĽʦş·Ľʦ�·Ľ÷ŊĹĝŞ·˓ĽʦĽÚÐĝĖÖʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦ·ʦ˒ï·ďĽÚʦÏĝĕÏʦ·ďÚĹŅʫ˓ʦ�ïŅÚĹʦʍʑʦ÷ĝŊĹĽʬʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ ÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ ĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʫʦ �ʦ ïĝĹĕÚĹʦ ĽĶĝČÚĽĕ·Ėʦ ïĝĹʦ¤ÚĽĖ·ʬʦ �ĹŅÚĕʦ�ûĕ·ĖÚĖʬʦş·Ľʦ ·ďĽĝʦde-
tainedʦïĝĹʦŅşĝʦÖ·ťĽʫʦ�÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʦĝïʦïĝŊĹʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʦûĖʦ�·ĕ·Ĺ·ʦĝĖʦʑʦ]·ťʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦ
of a journalist and two activists were searched in Voronezh on 9 May. One search each took 
Ķď·ÐÚʦĝĖʦʊʋʦ]·ťʦûĖʦ�÷ÚÏĝČĽ·ĹťʬʦĝĖʦʋʒʦ]·ťʦûĖʦ^ĝŞĝĽûÏûĹĽČʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦʒʦRŊĖÚʦûĖʦ�·ĕ·Ĺ·ʫ
9ĝĹʦ ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦ ĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦ ĝïʦ ď·şʦ ÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦ ûĖʦ ûĕûŅ·ŅûĖðʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦ
ïĝĹʦ˒ŅÚďÚĶ÷ĝĖÚʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅĽ˓ʦĸŊûÚŅÚĖÚÖʦÖĝşĖʬʦĉŊĽŅʦ·ĽʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʦ÷·Öʦ·ďĽĝʦÖÚÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚ-
riod before Putin announced mobilisation.
dĖʦʋʍʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÖ·ťʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĖ·ŅûĝĖşûÖÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦ ʊʊʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ
were detained in St Petersburg after searches and at least seven were sent to temporary deten-
tion facilities for two days. Paladdya BashurovaʬʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦ˒ŅÚďÚĶ÷ĝĖÚʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕ˓ʦ
ïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦŅ÷ûĹÖʦŅûĕÚʦûĖʦĽÚŞÚĖʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʬʦď·ŅÚĹʦwroteʭʦ˒�÷Úʟď·ĽŅʟŅûĕÚʟEʟş·ĽʟĶŊŅʟûĖʟ·ʟŅÚĕĶĝĹ·ĹťʟÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʟ
ÐÚĖŅĹÚʥʟEʟÐĹûÚÖʟïĝĹʟ÷ĝŊĹĽʟşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʟĽŅĝĶĶûĖðʤʟEʟş·ĽʟĶď·ÐÚÖʟûĖʟ·ʟÐÚďďʟş÷ÚĹÚʟŅ÷ÚʟŅĝûďÚŅʟş·ĽʟÐďĝððÚÖʤʟdŅ÷-
ÚĹʟĶÚĝĶďÚˌĽʟĽ÷ûŅʟş·ĽʟŲĝ·ŅûĖðʟûĖʟûŅʤʟEʟş·ĽʟĕĝŞÚÖʟŅĝʟ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʟÐÚďďʟĝĖďťʟŅ÷ÚʟĖÚŤŅʟÖ·ťʤʟEʟş·ĽʟÐĝďÖʟŅ÷ÚĹÚʥʟ
ÏŊŅʟEʟÐĝŊďÖĖˌŅʟÐďĝĽÚʟŅ÷ÚʟşûĖÖĝşʟÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʟĝŅ÷ÚĹşûĽÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĽŅÚĖÐ÷ʟş·ĽʟŊĖÏÚ·Ĺ·ÏďÚ.’
dĖʦʎʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦsearched the homes of two activists — 
¤·ďÚĹûť·ʟTĝŞ·ďûĽ÷ûĖ· and $ŞðÚĖûť·ʟT·ŭ·ĖŅĽÚŞ·. The young women were detained for 48 hours. 
Once again the police came to Bashurova’sʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʫʦ�÷Úʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦ·Ņʦ÷ĝĕÚʬʦÏŊŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦÏĹĝČÚʦ
the lock on the door shared with her neighbours and then left without entering her apartment. 
�·Ľ÷ŊĹĝŞ·ʦďÚïŅʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ûĽʬʦ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦĽ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ŞĝûÖʦÚĕûðĹ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ˒EʟĹÚÐÚĖŅ-
ďťʟÐ·Ŋð÷ŅʟĕťĽÚďïʟŅ÷ûĖČûĖðʟŅ÷·ŅʟÖŊĹûĖðʟ·ʟşÚÚČʟ·ĖÖʟ·ʟ÷·ďïʟûĖʟ«ÚĹÚŞ·ĖʟEʟ÷·ÖʟďĝĝČÚÖʟŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʟŅ÷ÚʟÖĝĝĹʟ
ĶÚÚĶ÷ĝďÚʟÚŤ·ÐŅďťʟĝĖÐÚʤʟEĖʟ�Ņʤʠ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʥʟEʟÖûÖʟûŅʟÚŞÚĹťʟ÷ĝŊĹʬ˓ʦĽ÷Úʦtold the online newspaper Bu-
ĕ·ð·ʦˌ‘Paper’]. 
dĖʦʐʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦŅĝĝČʦĶď·ÐÚʦûĖʦ�·ĕ·Ĺ·ʫʦ�÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚʦĝïʦďĝÐ·ďʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦVladimir Avdonin 
ş·ĽʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʦïĝĹʦ·ʦŅ÷ûĹÖʦŅûĕÚʦĽûĖÐÚʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ûĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦWûÏÚĹŅ·Ĺû·Ėʦ}·ĹŅťʦ
ĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦBoris Fediukinʬʦş·ĽʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĽÚÐĝĖÖʦŅûĕÚʫʦ�÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚʦĝïʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦStanislav Spirkin 
was also searched. The police report on the search of Avdonin’s home stated that the Samara 
ďĝÐ·ďʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ÷·ÖʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦÚĕ·ûďʭʦ˒Eʟ·ĕʟ ÚĖûĽʟ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹĝŞûÐ÷ʟ�ŊČ÷·Ð÷ÚŞʥʟÏĝĹĖʟ
ûĖʟʃʋʊʋʤʟEʟ÷·ŞÚʟĹÚ·ďûĽÚÖʟŅ÷·ŅʟEʟ·ĕʟ·ʟðĝÖʥʟEʟş·ĖŅʟŅĝʟĹÚĶÚ·ŅʟŅ÷ÚʟŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟ·ŅŅ·ÐČʟûĖʟT·ŭ·ĖʥʟĽĝʟEʟ÷·ŞÚʟ

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/03/12/v-krasnodare-siloviki-prishli-s-obyskami-kak-minimum-k-dvum-aktivistam-i
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/04/03/peterburgskogo-istorika-doprosili-po-delu-o-telefonnom-terrorizme-v-ego
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/07/v-peterburge-k-fem-aktivistkam-i-aktivistke-vesny-prishli-s-obyskom
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/09/v-peterburge-v-ramkah-ugolovnogo-dela-zaderzhali-fem-aktivistku
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/08/v-peterburge-u-byvshego-press-sekretarya-vesny-proshel-obysk-po-delu-o
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/08/v-peterburge-u-byvshego-press-sekretarya-vesny-proshel-obysk-po-delu-o
https://www.instagram.com/p/CkiW2biLaEW/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/05/v-peterburge-siloviki-prishli-s-obyskami-k-aktivistkam-po-delu-o-telefonnom
https://paperpaper.ru/akciya-silovikov-protiv-24-letnej-devcho/
https://ovd.info/express-news/2022/11/07/v-samare-siloviki-prishli-s-obyskami-k-aktivistam-po-delu-o-lozhnom
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ĕûĖÚÖʟ·ďďʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝŊĹŅĽʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟÐûŅťʟĝïʟ�·ĕ·Ĺ·ʥʟÏÚş·ĹÚʟĝïʟĕÚʥʟÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʟEʟ÷·ŞÚʟď·ûÖʟ·ÏĝŊŅʟʇʂʟČðʟĝïʟ�^�ʥʟ
ĶÚĝĶďÚʟşûďďʟ ÖûÚʟ ûĖʟ·ðĝĖťʥʟ ťĝŊʟ÷·ŞÚʟ ďûŅŅďÚʟ ŅûĕÚʟ ďÚïŅʥʟ ŅûÐČʻŅĝÐČʻŅûÐČʻŅĝÐČʤ’ The police department 
ïĝĹʦÐĝĕÏ·ŅûĖðʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʦˌCentre EˍʬʦïĝĹʦûŅĽʦĶ·ĹŅʬʦĽ·ûÖʦûŅʦ÷·ÖʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ�ŞÖĝĖûĖʦş·ĽʦûĖ-
volved in sending the email.
Several people tried to demand in court that the searches be recognised as unlawful. It is known 
that courts dismissed seven such complaints in Volgograd and one in Novosibirsk.
]·ĖťʦĝïʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦĽûĖÐÚʦÚĕûðĹ·ŅÚÖʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ûĽʦş·ĽʦĶĹĝÏ·ÏďťʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ûĕĽʦ
ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽ˓ʦ ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʫʦ �Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ľ·ĕÚʦ ŅûĕÚʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ ·ďĽĝʦ ŊĽÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦ
of the Russian Criminal Code on ‘false bomb alerts’ to put pressure on a journalist already 
·ÏĹĝ·ÖʫʦdĖʦʌʉʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦEvgeniya Baltatarovaʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·Öʦ ďÚïŅʦ�ŊĹť·Ņû·ʬʦş·Ľʦdetainedʦ ûĖʦT·-
zakhstan at Russia’s request. Baltatarova was released after answering questions.

ʋʫʍʫʋʫʦ�ĖĉŊĽŅûűÚÖʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦ
on other pretexts 
dĖʦ ʑʦ �ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ searchesʦ şÚĹÚʦ ÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÷ĝĕÚĽʦ ĝïʦ ·ʦ ĖŊĕÏÚĹʦ ĝïʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʭʦ
Vladislav Postnikovʬʦ ÚÖûŅĝĹ˂ûĖ˂Ð÷ûÚïʦ ĝïʦ ¤ÚÐ÷ÚĹĖûťÚʦ ŞÚÖĝĕĝĽŅûʦ ˌˋ$ŞÚĖûĖðʟ ĖÚşĽˌ] in Ekaterin-
burg; Bella Nasibyanʬʦ ·ʦ �ŊĽ^ÚşĽʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦ ûĖʦ �ĝĽŅĝŞ˂ĝĖ˂ ĝĖʮʦ Yulia Glazovaʬʦ ·ʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦ
with 86.RU in Tiumen; Ruslan Sukhushinʬʦ·ʦĶ÷ĝŅĝðĹ·Ķ÷ÚĹʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʮʦSergei Nosovʬʦ·ʦÏďĝððÚĹʦ
in Orel; Viktor ZyryanovʬʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝŊĖÖÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦdĹďÚŅĽʦĕÚÖû·ʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ ûĖʦdĹÚďʬʦ ûĖʦ�ÚŊŅĝŞʦ
near Moscow; Andrei OstroukhovʬʦÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦdÖûĖŅĽĝŞĝ˂EĖïĝʦşÚÏĽûŅÚʦûĖʦdÖûĖŅĽĝŞĝʦ·ďĝĖðʦ
with four of the outlet’s employees; Miroslav Valkovichʬʦa town-planning expertʦûĖʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺʮʦ
and ¤ď·ÖûĽď·ŞʟT÷ĝÖ·ČĝŞĽČťʬʦan activist in Voronezh. The pretext for the searches was a crim-
inal investigation into alleged ‘fake news’ about the Russian army by former State Duma dep-
uty Ilya Ponomarevʬʦş÷ĝʦďûŞÚĽʦûĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĽĶûÐûĝĖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ďďʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝĽÚʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ
searched were connected to Ponomarev’s publications which disseminated information the Rus-
sian authorities call ‘fake news.’ Many of those subjected to searches said they did not know 
the former State Duma deputy and had never worked in any way with him. Ponomarev himself 
also denied they had any connection with his projects. At least four of the people who were 
ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʦ÷·ÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÏ·ĖČʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅĽʦÏďĝÐČÚÖʬʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦĝĖʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦĝïʦ˒Ö·ĕ·ðÚʦÐ·ŊĽÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦĝï-
ïÚĖÐÚʬ˓ʦ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦĝĖďťʦşûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʫʦW·ŅÚĹʬʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úĕʬʦ¤ď·ÖûĽď·ŞʟT÷ĝÖ·ČĝŞĽČťʬʦ
ĕ·Ė·ðÚÖʦŅĝʦĶĹĝŞÚʦûĖʦÐĝŊĹŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĖČʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅĽʦş·ĽʦŊĖď·şïŊďʬʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ
no preliminary court decision on the matter.
There was a new wave of searches in the Ponomarev case on 29 December. The homes 
of two former municipal councillors and of the left-wing activist Mikhail Lobanov were 
ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦĝïʦŅşĝʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦûĖʦ�ûŊĕÚĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ^·-
valny Headquarters in Izhevsk. Lobanov was beaten during the search; doctors at the trau-
ma centre recorded a bruised chest and haematomas. He was also accused of disobeying 
Ņ÷Úʦď·şïŊďʦÖÚĕ·ĖÖĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦˈArticle 19.3, Part 1, RCAO) and jailed for 15 days. Both 
he and the other journalists and activists whose homes were searched insisted they had never 
worked in any way with Ponomarev.

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/30/zhurnalistku-iz-buryatii-zaderzhali-v-astane-iz-za-rozyska-po-state-o?page=1
https://meduza.io/feature/2022/09/08/u-zhurnalistov-v-neskolkih-regionah-rossii-proshli-obyski-ih-svyazyvayut-s-delom-ili-ponomareva
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/08/u-krasnodarskogo-urbanista-proshel-obysk-v-svyazi-s-telegram-kanalami-eks
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5557299
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5557299
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Ilya Ponomarevʟş·Ľ a �Ņ·ŅÚʟ Ŋĕ·ʟÖÚĶŊŅťʟĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅûĖðʟűĹĽŅʟŅ÷Ú Communist Party 
of the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟ˅�}�9ˆʟ·ĖÖ then A RŊĽŅʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟïĹĝĕʟʄʂʂʉʟŅĝ 2016. In 2011-2012, 
he took an ·ÐŅûŞÚʟĶ·ĹŅʟûĖ ĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟĹûððÚÖʟÚďÚÐŅûĝĖĽʟ·ĖÖ Putin’s ĶĹÚĽûÖÚĖÐťʤʟEĖ 2013, 
he left A RŊĽŅʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʤʟEĖ 2014, he ş·Ľ the ĝĖďťʟ�Ņ·ŅÚʟ Ŋĕ·ʟÖÚĶŊŅťʟş÷ĝ ŞĝŅÚÖʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟ
the annexation of Crimea by �ŊĽĽû·ʤʟEĖ 2015, the EĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʟ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʟĝĶÚĖÚÖʟ· ÐĹûĕ-
ûĖ·ďʟÐ·ĽÚʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟ}ĝĖĝĕ·ĹÚŞʟïĝĹ ·ûÖûĖðʟ·ĖÖ ·ÏÚŅŅûĖðʟÚĕÏÚŭŭďÚĕÚĖŅʟˁArticle 160, Part 4, 
RCC in ÐĝĖĉŊĖÐŅûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ Article 33, Part 5, RCC˂ʟĝĖ ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʟĝï an ·ďďÚðÚÖʟï·ûďŊĹÚʟŅĝ ïŊďűďʟ
the terms of a ÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Ú �ČĝďČĝŞĝʟ9ĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖʤʟ}ĝĖĝĕ·ĹÚŞʟş·Ľ Ņ÷ÚĖʟĽŅĹûĶĶÚÖʟ
of his immunity as a �Ņ·ŅÚʟ Ŋĕ·ʟÖÚĶŊŅťʟ·ĖÖ ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÖʟûĖ absentia. He ÷ûĕĽÚďïʟ÷·Ö al-
ĹÚ·ÖťʟďÚïŅʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʤʟEĖ ʄʂʃʋʥʟ}ĝĖĝĕ·ĹÚŞʟş·Ľ ðĹ·ĖŅÚÖʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʟÐûŅûŭÚĖĽ÷ûĶʤʟ�ïŅÚĹʟŅ÷Ú start 
of the ïŊďďʻĽÐ·ďÚʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʟûĖ �ĶĹûďʟʄʂʄʄʥʟ}ĝĖĝĕ·ĹÚŞʟïĝŊĖÖÚÖʟŅ÷Ú TV Ð÷·ĖĖÚďʟ
‘A 9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʟ]ĝĹĖûĖðʥˌʟŅ÷·ŅʟïĝÐŊĽÚĽʟĝĖ �ŊĽĽû·ˌĽ ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʟĝï �ČĹ·ûĖÚʤʟ}ĝĖĝĕ·ĹÚŞʟûĽ ·ďĽĝʟÐĝ-
ĝĹÖûĖ·ŅĝĹʟĝï the 9ĹÚÚʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟWÚðûĝĖʥʟ· ĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʟÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʟûĖ the ĕÚÖû·ʟ·Ľ part of the For-
ÚûðĖʟWÚðûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ûĖʟŅ÷Ú Ukrainian army, in ş÷ûÐ÷ʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʟűð÷Ņʤʟ�ïŅÚĹʟŅ÷Ú ĕŊĹÖÚĹʟ
on 20 August 2020 of Darya Dugina, a �ŊĽĽû·ĖʟĶĹĝʻðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʟĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʟ·ĖÖ Ö·Ŋð÷ŅÚĹʟ
of ï·ĹʻĹûð÷ŅʟĶ÷ûďĝĽĝĶ÷ÚĹʟ�ďÚČĽ·ĖÖĹʟ ŊðûĖʥʟ}ĝĖĝĕ·ĹÚŞʟÐď·ûĕÚÖʟŅ÷·Ņʟ· ĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʟŊĖČĖĝşĖʟ
^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐ·Ėʟ�Ĺĕťʥʟş÷ĝĽÚʟĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʟ÷·Ö ĕ·ÖÚʟÐĝĖŅ·ÐŅʟşûŅ÷ʟ÷ûĕʥʟş·Ľ responsi-
ble for the Ð·Ĺ ÏĝĕÏûĖðʟˁ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʥʟŅ÷Ú ŞÚĹĽûĝĖʟŅ÷·ŅʟŊĖÖÚĹðĹĝŊĖÖʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟðŊÚĹĹûďď·ĽʟşÚĹÚʟ
ûĖŞĝďŞÚÖʟûĖ the ĕŊĹÖÚĹʟÖĝÚĽʟĖĝŅ ÐĝĹĹÚĽĶĝĖÖʟŅĝ the ŞûÚşĽʟĝï the ĝïűÐû·ďʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟûĖŞÚĽŅûð·-
tion, nor to informationʟĝÏŅ·ûĖÚÖʟÏť The ^Úş «ĝĹČʟ�ûĕÚĽ˂ʤʟ�÷ĝĹŅďťʟŅ÷ÚĹÚ·ïŅÚĹʥʟûŅ ÏÚÐ·ĕÚʟ
ČĖĝşĖʟŅ÷·Ņʟ· ĖÚş ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʟş·Ľ ŊĖÖÚĹş·ťʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟ}ĝĖĝĕ·ĹÚŞʥʟĖĝŅ in ÐĝĖ-
ĖÚÐŅûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ʟ÷ûĽ statements about the 9ĹÚÚʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟWÚðûĝĖʟĝĹ the ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐ·Ėʟ
Army, but for ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʟĽĶĹÚ·ÖûĖðʟˋï·ČÚʟĖÚşĽˌʟ·ÏĝŊŅʟŅ÷Ú �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟarmed forces.

One other reason for the mass searches was the criminal case brought against Mikhail Gusevʬʦ
·Ėʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ:ĝďĝĽʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʬʦïĝĹʦĹÚĶÚ·ŅÚÖʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕťʦˈArticle 
280.3, Part 1, RCC)ʦ̩ ʊʑˍʫʦ:ŊĽÚŞʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʦďÚïŅʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦdĖʦʎʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦsearches took place at the homes 
of his colleagues Grigory Melkonyants and Arkady LiubarevʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦ¤ûŅ·ďťʟTĝŞûĖʦûĖʦ}ÚĹĕʬʦ
Irina Maltsevaʦ ûĖʦ EŞ·ĖĝŞĝʬʦ ·ĖÖʦNataliya Guseva in Chelyabinsk region. Police also knocked 
on the door of the apartment of EĖĖ·ʟ T·ĹÚŭûĖ·ʦ ûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ ÏŊŅʦ Ľ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ Ėĝʦ ďĝĖðÚĹʦ
ûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ:ĝďĝĽ˓ʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĝïűÐÚʦş·ĽʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦVladimir Egorov was detained on charg-
ÚĽʦ ĝïʦ ÖûĽĝÏÚťûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶĝďûÐÚʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦ ĉ·ûďÚÖʦ ïĝĹʦ űŞÚʦ Ö·ťĽʫʦ �÷Úʦ Ľ·ĕÚʦ Ö·ťʬʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦ
şÚĹÚʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʦĝïʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦ}ĽČĝŞʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʭʦ^ûČĝď·ûʟTŊŭĕûĖʬʦ·ʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦ Ŋĕ·ʦ
deputy; the journalist  ÚĖûĽʟT·ĕ·ďť·ðûĖ; and the activist Ekaterina Novikovaʫʦ�ʦĕĝĖŅ÷ʦď·ŅÚĹʬʦ
ĝĖʦʋʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʦĝïʦŅşĝʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ:ĝďĝĽʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦ˅ʦYury Gurman in Chelyabinsk region 
and Mariya Teratsuyan in Petrozavodsk — were also searched.
The criminal case against Gusev was based solely on an anti-war post he made on his per-
sonal Telegram channel. The security forces have no reason to seriously suggest that more 
than ten people across Russia could be involved in writing one post. They deliberately carried 
ĝŊŅʦ·ʦĶŊĖûŅûŞÚʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ûĕÚÖʦĽĶÚÐûűÐ·ďďťʦ·ŅʦÚďÚÐŅûĝĖʦĝÏĽÚĹŞÚĹĽʫ

18 The Golos movement is the oldest organisation in Russia that specialises in election monitoring. In ʋʉʋʉʬʦ
Golos was included in the register of ‘foreign agents that are ŊĖĹÚðûĽŅÚĹÚÖʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖĽʬ˓ʦ·ĖÖ later a number 
of its coordinators were designated as ‘media foreign agents’ in a personal capacity. 

https://meduza.io/news/2022/10/05/nyt-amerikanskaya-razvedka-schitaet-chto-za-ubiystvom-dari-duginoy-stoit-ukraina
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#23-1-12:~:text=%D0%BE%D1%82%20%D0%9E%D0%92%D0%94%2D%D0%98%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BE.-,%D0%9C%D0%B8%D1%85%D0%B0%D0%B8%D0%BB%20%D0%93%D1%83%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%B2,-%2C%2023%20%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0.%20%D0%A3%D0%B5%D1%85%D0%B0%D0%BB
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/05/siloviki-prishli-s-obyskami-k-aktivistam-dvizheniya-golos-po-delu-o
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/02/v-chelyabinskoy-oblasti-i-petrozavodske-u-chlenov-dvizheniya-golos-proshli
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EĖʦT·ŭ·ĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦïĹÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦŊĽÚÖʦïĝĹĕ·ďʦĶĹÚŅÚŤŅʦïĝĹʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦş·ĽʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĖĝĖťĕĝŊĽʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ
of the video ‘Paint and a booth for the Russian ambassador to Poland’ on the YouTube channel 
dÏÚČŅûŞ˂�¤ʫʦ�÷ÚʦŞûÖÚĝʦûĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ÷ĝşʦĝĖʦʒʦ]·ťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĕÏ·ĽĽ·ÖĝĹʦŅĝʦ}ĝď·ĖÖʬʦ�ÚĹðÚûʦ�Ė-
ÖĹÚÚŞʬʦş·ĽʦÖĝŊĽÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĹÚÖʦĶ·ûĖŅʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐÚĕÚŅÚĹťʦïĝĹʦ�ĝŞûÚŅʦĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʦûĖʦ¥·ĹĽ·şʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦ
symbolised the blood from which ‘Russia cannot wash itself clean.’ The Russian authorities 
regarded what happened as an attack on a diplomat for the purpose of complicating interna-
tional relations (Article 360, Part 2, RCCˉʫʦ�ĶĶĹĝŞ·ďʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĖʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦď·şʬʦûĽʦÚĸŊûŞ·ďÚĖŅʦŅĝʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦ̍ Article 205.2 RCCˉʬʦ·ĖÖʦûŅʦş·ĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ûĽʦ
·ĹŅûÐďÚʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦş·Ľʦď·ŊĖÐ÷ÚÖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŊĖûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʫʦdĖʦʊʐʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ
nine searches were carried outʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĽûĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʦĝïʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚÖʬʦ
ĝĹʦïĝĹĕÚĹďťʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚÖʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ�·ÖûĝʦWûÏÚĹŅťʬʦûĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʦIskander YasaveevʬʦMarina Iudkevichʬʦ
and �ûĽťďŊʟ T·ÖťĹĝŞ·ʫʦ dĖʦ ʒʦ �ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ö·ťʦ ŞĝŅûĖðʦ ÏÚð·Ėʦ ûĖʦ ÚďÚÐŅûĝĖĽʦ ·Ņʦ Ş·ĹûĝŊĽʦ ďÚŞÚďĽʬʦ
searches were carried out at the home of the coordinator of the Association of Election Ob-
ĽÚĹŞÚĹĽʬʦDmitry Pervukhinʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·Ľʦ·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʦĝïʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʭʦ
Syldys Sundui-oolʬʦTĽÚĖû·ʟ�Ĺ·ŭ·ÚŞ·ʬʦ·ĖÖʦ³Ŋďűť·ʟ�ûŅÖûČĝŞ·. A day earlier the police had gone 
to the home of the student Vladislav Semenovʫʦ�÷ÚťʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦűĖÖʦ÷ûĕʦ·Ņʦ÷ĝĕÚʦÏŊŅʦÐĝĖűĽÐ·ŅÚÖʦ
his computer. In October the homes of anti-war activists Sabina Zholtaeva and Vera Otreshko 
şÚĹÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʫʦdĖʦʊʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʦĝïʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦĽûŤʦĕĝĹÚʦT·ŭ·ĖʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦ
were searchedʫʦdĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʬʦNaila Mullaevaʬʦş·Ľʦĉ·ûďÚÖʦïĝĹʦĽûŤʦÖ·ťĽʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĽ÷Úʦ÷·Öʦ·ŅŅÚĖÖÚÖʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦĹ·ďďťʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʫʦEĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦûŅʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦČĖĝşĖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
Andrei Grigoyevʬʦ ·ʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦşûŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ EÖÚďʫ�Ú·ďûûʦ ˌˋ¤ĝďð·ʤ�Ú·ďûŅûÚĽˌʠʾʟ EÖÚďʟ
ÏÚûĖðʟŅ÷Úʟ�·Ņ·ĹʟĖ·ĕÚʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĹûŞÚĹʟ¤ĝďð·ʠʾʟŅĹ·ĖĽʤ] was arrested in absentia in connection with 
the case of the video about the ambassador. Grigoryev is understood have left Russia.

https://zona.media/chronicle/novye_obyski
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/01/v-kazani-proshli-obyski-u-neskolkih-chelovek-sredi-nih-zhurnalistka
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/22/zhurnalista-idelrealii-zaochno-arestovali-po-delu-ob-opravdanii-terrorizma
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2.5. Criminal prosecutions 
for vandalism and desecration 
of monuments and graves 
ʋʫʎʫʊʫʦ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦ·ĖŅû˂ ş·ĹʦðĹ·ïűŅûʦ
in public places 
�ʦÐĝĕĕĝĖʦïĝĹĕʦĝïʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦðĹ·ïűŅûʦĝĖʦş·ďďĽʬʦÏŊĽʦĽŅĝĶĽʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĝÏĉÚÐŅĽʦ
in public places. Russian authorities have used the criminal law to prosecute at least 25 people 
ïĝĹʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʦûĖʦŞ·ĹûĝŊĽʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹťʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦûĖʦ·ĖĖÚŤÚÖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦ�Ľʦ·ʦĹŊďÚʬʦ
all the defendants were charged with vandalism (Article 214 RCC). The Investigative Committee 
arbitrarily chooses whether to bring charges for the less serious offence of Article 214, Part 1, RCCʬʦ
ş÷ûÐ÷ʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚĽʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŊĶʦŅĝʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʬʦĝĹʦArticle 214, Part 
2, RCCʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĹÚʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦŞ·ĖÖ·ďûĽĕʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦ˒ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦïĝĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
Ņ÷Úʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦûĽʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦ�Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĽŊďŅʬʦĽûĕûď·Ĺʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦÐ·Ėʦ÷·ŞÚʦŞÚĹťʦÖûï-
ïÚĹÚĖŅʦÐĝĖĽÚĸŊÚĖÐÚĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʦÖûĽĕûĽĽÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦRoman Zotov from Arkhan-
ðÚďĽČʬʦş÷ĝʦdrewʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦ˒ ^dʦ¥��˓ʦûĖĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖĽʦĝĖʦş·ďďĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦNataliya IndukaevaʦïĹĝĕʦTĝďĶ·-
Ľ÷ÚŞʬʦ�ĝĕĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦş÷ĝʦdrewʦ·Ėʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦûĖĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦďĝÐ·ďʦĶ·ď·ÐÚʦĝïʦÐŊďŅŊĹÚʬʦ
because both of the accused actively repented. It is known that the damage from Zotov’s actions 
ş·ĽʦÚĽŅûĕ·ŅÚÖʦ·ŅʦʐʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ÚʦĶ·ûÖʦŅ÷ûĽʦĽŊĕʦûĖʦÐĝĕĶÚĖĽ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦÖŊĹûĖðʦ
investigations into similar actions at least four people have been remanded in custody and at least 
ĽûŤʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʫʦ�ÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŞ·ĖÖ·ďûĽĕʦ·ĹÚʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷Úťʦ·ĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦ
ï·ÐûĖðʦĕĝĹÚʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĽʦĽĶĹÚ·ÖûĖðʦ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕťʦĝĹʦĽÚŅŅûĖðʦűĹÚʦ
Ņĝʦ·ʦďĝÐ·ďʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦş·ĽʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·Ėʦ·ÐŅʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʫ
$ðĝĹʟT·ŭ·ĖÚŅĽʬʦ·ʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖʦďûŞûĖðʦûĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʬʦĽĶÚĖŅʦĽûŤʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦïĹĝĕʦ
May to November. He was accused of writing the inscription ‘:ďĝĹťʟŅĝʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʩ’ on the wall 
of a residential building. The joint press service of the courts wroteʬʦ ĸŊĝŅûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŞÚĹĽûĝĖʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ûĽʦĽďĝð·Ėʦş·ĽʦŊĽÚÖʦ˒as a greeting by nationalist military formations 
ûĖʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʥʟÐĝĖÖŊÐŅûĖðʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟŅ÷Úʟ�ĝŞûÚŅʟ·ĹĕťʟûĖʟʃʋʃʉʻʃʋʄʂ.’ He was eventu-
·ďďťʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ʦűĖÚʦĝïʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦŅĝʦĶ·ťʦûŅʦûĖʦďûÚŊʦĝïʦŅûĕÚʦĽĶÚĖŅʦ
ûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʫʦAÚʦ·ďĽĝʦĹÚĶ·ûÖʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĕĝŊĖŅʦĝïʦʊʬʑʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦEĖʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʬʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ
ĶŊĖûĽ÷ÚÖʦÏťʦ÷ûĽʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦûĖʦ·ʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦş·ĽʦÐďÚ·ĹďťʦĝŊŅʦĝïʦĶĹĝĶĝĹŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹ·Ş-
ity of the charge and too long for such a simple investigation.
Sergei Vasilyevʬʦ·ʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦş÷ĝʦwrote ‘:ďĝĹťʟŅĝʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʩʟ:ďĝĹťʟŅĝʟAÚĹĝÚĽʩ’ on a chil-
ÖĹÚĖ˓ĽʦĶď·ťðĹĝŊĖÖʬʦ·ĖÖʦDmitry Stepanchenkoʬʦ·ʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦ9ÚĝÖĝĽû·ʦûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦş÷ĝʦdrew an-
Ņû˂ş·ĹʦûĖĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖĽʦĝĖʦş·ďďĽʬʦşÚĹÚʦÏĝŅ÷ʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʫʦ�ĝŅ÷ʦşÚĹÚʦÚŞÚĖŅŊ·ďďťʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ
to a year of restricted freedom.
At least seven other people were sentenced to periods of restricted freedom varying in length 
from eight months to two years for anti-war inscriptions in public places.

https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BF%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%BE%20(%D0%A2%D0%BE%D0%BC%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F%20%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D1%8C)-,%D0%9D%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%8C%D1%8F%20%D0%98%D0%BD%D0%B4%D1%83%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%B0,-%2C%2062%20%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0.
https://t.me/SPbGS/11593
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%80%20%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%88%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BC%20%D1%81%D1%83%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D1%8B%D0%BC.-,%D0%A1%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B5%D0%B9%20%D0%92%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%B5%D0%B2,-.%20%D0%9F%D0%BE%20%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B8
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%A4%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%8F-,%D0%94%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B9%20%D0%A1%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BF%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BA%D0%BE,-%2C%2026%20%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%82.%20%D0%9F%D0%BE
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2.5.2. Prosecutions for defacing objects 
honouring the ‘special operation’ 
At least 20 people are being prosecuted for damaging banners in support of the Russian army 
·ĖÖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·Ľʦ ûĖĽŅ·ďď·ŅûĝĖĽʦÐĝĖŅ·ûĖûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ ďÚŅŅÚĹʦ³ʫʦ
}ÚĝĶďÚʦ·ĹÚʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦĽÚŅŅûĖðʦűĹÚʦŅĝʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÏ·ĖĖÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝŊĹûĖðʦĶ·ûĖŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚĕʬʦÐŊŅŅûĖðʦşĝĹÖĽʦ
ĝŊŅʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úĕʦ·ĖÖʦ˒ÖûĽűðŊĹûĖð˓ʦŅ÷ÚĕʦşûŅ÷ʦðĹ·ïűŅûʦûĖĽŊďŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʫʦ�Ľʦ·ʦĹŊďÚʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ
·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĹÚʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ·ĽʦŞ·ĖÖ·ďûĽĕʦˈArticle 214 RCCˉʬʦÏŊŅʦûĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦïĝĹʦ·Ĺ-
son (Article 167, Part 2, RCCˉʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÐ·ĹĹûÚĽʦ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦ
EĖʦ WÚĖûĖðĹ·Öʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ Stanislav Semeniukʬʦ ş÷ĝʦ set űĹÚʦ Ņĝʦ ·ʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ Ų·ðʦ ÏÚ·ĹûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ďÚŅŅÚĹʦ
Z and the inscription ‘¥ÚʟÖĝʟĖĝŅʟ·Ï·ĖÖĝĖʟĝŊĹʟĝşĖʬ˓ʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÖÚĽÚÐĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦŲ·ðʦˈArti-
cle 329 RCCˉʬʦ·ĖʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷·Ľʦ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦĝĖÚʦťÚ·Ĺ˓ĽʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦEĖʦ�Č÷Ņ·ʦ
ˈTĝĕûʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐˉʬʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚï·ÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦ·ʦĕÚĕĝĹû·ďʦĶď·ĸŊÚʦ
to Motorolaʦ̩ ʊʒˍ to be damage to a memorial to a person killed ‘in defence of the Fatherland 
or its interests’ (Article 243.4, Part 1, RCCˉʬʦ ·Ėʦ ĝïïÚĖÐÚʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ Ð·ĹĹûÚĽʦ ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦ
of three years’ imprisonment.
�÷ÚĹÚʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ ÏÚÚĖʦ ĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦ ŞÚĹÖûÐŅĽʦ ûĖʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ ïĝĹʦ Ö·ĕ·ðûĖðʦ ˒³˂ĝÏĉÚÐŅĽʫ˓ʦ EĖʦ TĝĽŅĹĝĕ·ʬʦ
a 51-year-old Moscow resident was űĖÚÖʦʍʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦÏĹÚ·ČûĖðʦ·ʦ³˂Ľ÷·ĶÚÖʦ ďŊĕûĖĝŊĽʦ
ĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʫʦAÚʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚĽʦ·ĕĝŊĖŅûĖðʦŅĝʦʐʏʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦNikolai Mikhailov 
and Andrei FedorovʦïĹĝĕʦ�÷ÚÏĝČĽ·Ĺťʬʦş÷ĝʦ·ďĽĝʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚÖʦ·ʦďŊĕûĖĝŊĽʦ³ʦûĖĽŅ·ďď·ŅûĝĖʬʦşÚĹÚʦcharged 
şûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦÏĝŅ÷ʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦÚûð÷ŅʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦAnastasiya 
SkrylevaʦïĹĝĕʦTÚĕÚĹĝŞĝʬʦş÷ĝʦŅ÷ĹÚşʦĶ·ûĖŅʦĝĖʦÏ·ĖĖÚĹĽʦĶŊŅʦŊĶʦïĝĹʦ¤ûÐŅĝĹťʦ ·ťʬʦş·Ľʦsentenced 
Ņĝʦ·ʦťÚ·ĹʦĝïʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅÚÖʦïĹÚÚÖĝĕʫʦdĖʦʐʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦT÷·Č·ĽĽû·ʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦIgor Pokusinʬʦş÷ĝʦĶ·ûĖŅÚÖʦ
ĝŞÚĹʦ·ʦ¤ûÐŅĝĹťʦ ·ťʦÏ·ĖĖÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦşĹĝŅÚʦðĹ·ïűŅûʦĝĖʦ·ʦĕŊĽÚŊĕʦş·ďďʬʦş·Ľʦgiven a six-month sus-
ĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦˈ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĹťʦĖÚŤŅʦÖ·ťʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦ·Ņ-
tempting to join the Ukrainian armed forces).
EĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝŅ÷ûĖðʦŅĝʦÖĝʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚ-
ï·ÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÏĉÚÐŅĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦ�Č÷Ņ·ʬʦďĝÐ·ďʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦVladimir Lyashko was detained 
on suspicion of defacing the above-mentioned memorial plaque to Motorola. His sister report-
ed that Lyashko was much larger than the man who had been caught on video camera smashing 
Ņ÷ÚʦĶď·ĸŊÚʫʦ̂ ÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦWť·Ľ÷Čĝʦş·Ľʦ÷ÚďÖʦûĖʦ·ʦŅÚĕĶĝĹ·ĹťʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʦïĝĹʦŅşĝʦÖ·ťĽʫʦ�ďďʦŅ÷ûĽʦ
ŅûĕÚʬʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦÚŤĶÚĹûĕÚĖŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦÚŤĶÚĹŅûĽÚʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÖÚĝʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦĽ÷ĝşĖʦ
ŅĝʦWť·Ľ÷Čĝʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦʍʑʦ÷ĝŊĹĽʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʬʦĖĝʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦÏÚÚĖʦïĝŊĖÖʦĝïʦ÷ûĽʦûĖŞĝďŞÚĕÚĖŅʬʦ
and later the Investigative Committee announced it was looking for two people in the case.
 ĕûŅĹťʟT·ĹûĕĝŞʬʦʋʋʬʦïĹĝĕʦTĹ·ĽĖĝĝÏĽČʬʦ̂ ĝŞĝĽûÏûĹĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦÐ·ŅÚðĝĹûÐ·ďďťʦÖÚĖûÚĽʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦĽÚŅʦĝĖʦűĹÚʦ
a banner reading ‘�ŅĹÚĖðŅ÷ʟ ûĖʟ ŅĹŊŅ÷ʤʟ9ĝĹʟŞûÐŅĝĹť˓ʦ ˌ˒�ûď·ʟ¤ʟĶĹ·ŞÖÚʤʟ³·ʟĶĝÏÚÖŊˌʠʾʟşûŅ÷ʟ Ņ÷ÚʟW·ŅûĖʟ
ďÚŅŅÚĹĽʟ¤ʟ ·ĖÖʟ³ʟ ûĖĽŅÚ·Öʟ ĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟ�ťĹûďďûÐʟ ďÚŅŅÚĹĽʟ ǵʟ ·ĖÖʟ ȁʠʾʟ ŅĹ·ĖĽʤ] that hung outside the House 

19 ‘Motorola’ was the call sign of �ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖʦ�ĹĽÚĖʦ}·ŞďĝŞʬʦş÷ĝ commanded the separatist Sparta unit 
in the so-called Donetsk People’s Republic in 2014-2016. Blown up in a lift in 2016 in  ĝĖÚŅĽČʬʦûĖ 2022 Putin 
posthumously awarded Motorola the Order of Courage. Pavlov was born and raised in �Č÷Ņ·ʬʦ·ĖÖ the plaque 
was put up on the school he attended. 

https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%92%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B6%D1%81%D0%BA%20(%D0%9B%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F%20%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D1%8C)-,%D0%A1%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B2%20%D0%A1%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%8E%D0%BA,-%2C%2034%20%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0.%20%D0%A0%D0%B0%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BB
https://gtrk-kostroma.ru/news/razrushitelya-simvola-z-v-tsentre-kostromy-priznali-vinovnym-po-ugolovnoy-state/
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%A7%D0%B5%D0%B1%D0%BE%D0%BA%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8B-,%D0%9D%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9%20%D0%9C%D0%B8%D1%85%D0%B0%D0%B9%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2,-%D0%B8%20%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B4%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B9%20%D0%A4%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%9A%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-,%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%8F%20%D0%A1%D0%BA%D1%80%D1%8B%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%B0,-%2C%2020%20%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%82.
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%90%D0%B1%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BD-,%D0%98%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%8C%20%D0%9F%D0%BE%D0%BA%D1%83%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BD,-%2C%20%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B0%20%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%89%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE%20%D0%B4%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F%20%22%D0%94%D0%BE%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B5%3F!%22%2C%2060%20%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%82.%20%D0%94%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/23/v-uhte-siloviki-zaderzhali-muzhchinu-kotorogo-podozrevayut-v-porche
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/23/v-uhte-siloviki-zaderzhali-muzhchinu-kotorogo-podozrevayut-v-porche
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ĝïʦ�ÐûÚĖŅûĽŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦÐď·ûĕĽʦ÷ÚʦÐĝĖïÚĽĽÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦĝĖďťʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʫʦdĖʦʊʍʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦT·ĹûĕĝŞʦ
saidʬʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚÖʦÏťʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦűŞÚʦĕÚĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅť·ĹÖʦĝïʦ÷ûĽʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʫʦ�÷ÚťʦÖĹ·ððÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦûĖŅĝʦ
·ʦÐ·Ĺʦ·ĖÖʦÖĹĝŞÚʦ÷ûĕʦ ûĖŅĝʦ·ʦ ïĝĹÚĽŅʫʦdĖʦŅ÷Úʦş·ťʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦ ûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ ïĝĹÚĽŅʬʦ Ņ÷ÚťʦÏÚ·Ņʦ÷ûĕʬʦð·ŞÚʦ
÷ûĕʦÚďÚÐŅĹûÐʦ Ľ÷ĝÐČĽʬʦ ĽŊïïĝÐ·ŅÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦÏťʦ Ðď·ĕĶûĖðʦ÷ûĽʦĖĝĽÚʬʦ Ņ÷ĹÚ·ŅÚĖÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ Ľ÷ĝĝŅʦ÷ûĕʦ·ĖÖʦĝï-
ïÚĹÚÖʦŅĝʦðûŞÚʦ÷ûĽʦ ˒ď·ĽŅʦşĝĹÖĽ˓ʦŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦĶ·ĹÚĖŅĽʫʦT·ĹûĕĝŞʦ·ðĹÚÚÖʦŅĝʦÐĝĖïÚĽĽʦ·ĖÖʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦ
ĝĖʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖʦ÷ÚʦĹÚĕ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĝşĖʫʦ ĝÐŅĝĹĽʦïĝŊĖÖʦ·ÏĹ·ĽûĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦÏĹŊûĽÚĽʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦÏĝÖťʫʦ¥÷ÚĖʬʦ
·ʦ ïÚşʦÖ·ťĽʦ ď·ŅÚĹʬʦ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐďťʦÖÚĖûÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦðŊûďŅʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅʦ Ņĝʦ·ʦĶĽťÐ÷û·ŅĹûÐʦ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďʦ ïĝĹʦÚŞ·ď-
Ŋ·ŅûĝĖʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦČÚĶŅʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĕĝĖŅ÷ʫʦT·ĹûĕĝŞ˓ĽʦĕĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÏÚďûÚŞÚĽʦ÷ÚĹʦĽĝĖʦÐĝŊďÖʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦ
targeted by the police because he is active on social networks and had expressed opposition 
ŅĝʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦĶĝďûÐûÚĽʫʦT·ĹûĕĝŞʦĽŊïïÚĹĽʦïĹĝĕʦÖûĽ·ÏûďûŅûÚĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦûĖÐďŊÖÚʦĶĝĝĹʦ÷Ú·ĹûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦÖ·ĕ-
age to the central nervous system.

2.5.3. Prosecutions for defacing public me-
morials not directly related to the war 
against Ukraine as part of anti-war protest 
EĖʦĽĝĕÚʦûĖĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʬʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşĹĝŅÚʦðĹ·ïűŅûʦĝĖʦĕĝĖŊĕÚĖŅĽʦĖĝŅʦÖûĹÚÐŅďťʦĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʦûĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ
Sometimes these were memorials dedicated to the Great Patriotic War (the authors of the graf-
űŅûʦÐĝĕĶ·ĹÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ððĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦÏťʦ}ŊŅûĖ˓Ľʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦ^·ŭûʦ:ÚĹĕ·ĖťˉʬʦĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦ
ŅĝʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ĽĶÚÐŅĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ÷ûĽŅĝĹťʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦĖĝŅʦĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ·Ņʦ·ďďʫ
The most severe pre-trial conditions were imposed in St. Petersburg and Leningrad region. 
At least four men are known to have been remanded in custody for defacing monuments 
·ĖÖʦĕÚĕĝĹû·ďĽʭʦNikita Chirkov drew on the pedestal of a monument to Nikolai Chernyshevsky 
‘ûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟïĝĹĕʟĝïʟW·ŅûĖʟďÚŅŅÚĹʟˋ³ˌʟÐĹĝĽĽÚÖʟĝŊŅʟ÷ĝĹûŭĝĖŅ·ďďťʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟÐÚĖŅĹÚʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷ÚʟĽûðĖʟˋ̆ˋʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷Úʟûĕ-
·ðÚʟ ĝïʟ ·ʟ ÐĹĝĽĽʟşûŅ÷ʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ÚĖÖĽʟ ÏÚĖŅʟ ·Ņʟ Ĺûð÷Ņʟ ·ĖðďÚĽ’; Nikolai Vorotnev painted two 1938-model 
÷ĝşûŅŭÚĹĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦĽŅ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ]ûďûŅ·ĹťʦAûĽŅĝĹťʦ]ŊĽÚŊĕʦĝïʦ�ĹŅûďďÚĹťʬʦ$ĖðûĖÚÚĹûĖðʦ
·ĖÖʦ�ĝĕĕŊĖûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ 9ĝĹÐÚĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝďĝŊĹĽʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦŲ·ðʮʦ ĕûŅĹťʟT÷ĝÖûĖʬʦ ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦwrote ‘^ĝʟŅĝʟş·Ĺʩ’ and ‘}ŊŅûĖʟûĽʟ·ʟï·ĽÐûĽŅʩ’ on a memorial marking 
‘The mass grave of soldiers of the Soviet army who died in the defence of Leningrad in 1941-
1943’; �ďÚČĽ·ĖÖĹʟTŊÖĹť·Ľ÷ĝŞ from Vsevolozhsk drewʦðĹ·ïűŅûʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚĕĝĹû·ďʦĶûďď·Ĺʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚÖ-
ÚĽŅ·ďʦ ĝïʦ ·Ėʦ ·ĖŅû˂·ûĹÐĹ·ïŅʦ ðŊĖʬʦ ûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷Úʦ ÚĸŊ·ŅÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ďÚŅŅÚĹʦ ³ʦşûŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ľş·ĽŅûČ·ʫʦ ¤ĝĹĝŅĖÚŞʬʦ
ş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ÷ÚďÖʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦĽûĖÐÚʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦûĖʦ]·ťʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŊĖÐĝĖűĹĕÚÖʦ
reports; in the autumn he was sentenced to one year of restricted freedom. Chirkov was also 
sentenced to a year of restricted freedom. It is not known whether he was held on remand 
ïĝĹʦ·ďďʦïĝŊĹʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦĝĹʦş÷ÚŅ÷ÚĹʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦÚ·ĹďûÚĹʫʦT÷ĝÖûĖʦş·ĽʦûĖûŅû·ďďťʦ
charged with desecration of a burial site motivated by political hatred (Article 244, Part 2 (b), 
RCCˉʬʦş÷ûďÚʦTŊÖĹť·Ľ÷ĝŞʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÖ·ĕ·ðûĖðʦ·ʦĕÚĕĝĹû·ďʦ ĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʦÐĝĕĕÚĕĝĹ·ŅûĖðʦ
those who died in defence of the Fatherland (Article 243.4, Part 2 (b), RCC). There is a maximum 
ĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦïĝĹʦÏĝŅ÷ʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʫʦW·ŅÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦÏĝŅ÷ʦT÷ĝ-
ÖûĖʦ·ĖÖʦTŊÖĹť·Ľ÷ĝŞʦşÚĹÚʦĹÚÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ·Ľʦ˒ĽŅ·ĖÖ·ĹÖ˓ʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦŞ·ĖÖ·ďûĽĕʬʦïĝĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦ
ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦûĽʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦT÷ĝÖûĖʦş·ĽʦÚŞÚĖŅŊ·ďďťʦűĖÚÖʦʍʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦTŊÖĹť·Ľ-
hov was released from the remand prison and placed under certain restrictions. The compar-

https://semnasem.org/articles/2022/11/21/ugrozhal-menya-rasstrelyat-esli-ya-ne-priznayus-chto-podzheg-banner
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4%D1%83%20%D0%BE%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F%20%D1%81%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BE%D0%B4%D1%8B.-,%D0%9D%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B0%20%D0%A7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2,-.%20%D0%97%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B6%D0%B0%D0%BD%2C%20%D0%B2%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B8%20%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B4%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BC
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%8A%D1%8F%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B8%20%D0%B2%20%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B7%D1%8B%D1%81%D0%BA.-,%D0%94%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B9%20%D0%A5%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BD,-%2C%20%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B5%D1%80.%20%D0%9F%D0%BE%20%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B8
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%92%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B6%D1%81%D0%BA%20(%D0%9B%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F%20%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D1%8C)-,%D0%90%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B4%D1%80%20%D0%9A%D1%83%D0%B4%D1%80%D1%8F%D1%88%D0%BE%D0%B2,-.%20%D0%9F%D0%BE%20%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B8%20%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B4%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%8F
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·ŅûŞÚďťʦĕûďÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦïĝĹʦðĹ·ïűŅûʦĝĖʦĕÚĕĝĹû·ďĽʦĽ÷ĝşʦŅ÷·ŅʦÚŞÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʦ·ĽĽÚĽĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏ-
ďûÐʦ Ö·ĖðÚĹʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚĽÚʦ ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ ·Ľʦ ďĝşʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÐĝĖĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦ ĹÚĕ·ĖÖûĖðʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ ûĖʦ ÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦ
ş·ĽʦÐďÚ·ĹďťʦŊĖĉŊĽŅûűÚÖʫ
EĖʦ¤ď·ÖûŞĝĽŅĝČʦûĖʦ]·ťʬʦOlga Bratashʬʦş÷ĝʦĽĶĹ·ťÚÖʦĹÚÖʦĶ·ûĖŅʦĝĖʦ·ʦĕĝĖŊĕÚĖŅʦŅĝʦ�ûČ÷·ĹÖʦ�ĝĹðÚʬʦ
was remanded in custodyʫʦAÚĹʦŅşĝʦÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖʦşÚĹÚʦŅÚĕĶĝĹ·ĹûďťʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦûĖʦ·ĖʦĝĹĶ÷·Ė·ðÚʬʦïĹĝĕʦ
ş÷ÚĹÚʦď·ŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦï·Ņ÷ÚĹʦş·Ľʦ·ÏďÚʦŅĝʦÐĝďďÚÐŅʦŅ÷ÚĕʫʦEĖʦRŊďťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦ
under house arrest.
EĖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐûŅûÚĽʬʦĽûĕûď·Ĺʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦĹÚĽŊďŅÚÖʦûĖʦĕĝĹÚʦďÚĖûÚĖŅʦĶĹÚ˂ŅĹû·ďʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʫʦEĖʦ}ŊĽ÷Ð÷ûĖʬʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ
ĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ·ʦĕ·Ėʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦĶĝŊĹûĖðʦĹÚÖʦĶ·ûĖŅʦĝĖʦ·ʦĕÚĕĝĹû·ďʦŅĝʦŞÚŅÚĹ·ĖĽʦĝïʦďĝÐ·ďʦş·ĹĽʦş·ĽʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦ
ïĹĝĕʦŊĖÖÚĹŅ·ČûĖðʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʫʦEĖʦ�ť·ŭ·Ėʬʦ·ʦťĝŊĖðʦĕ·Ėʦş÷ĝʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦşĹĝŅÚʦ˒�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟş·Ĺ-
Ľ÷ûĶʠʾ ʟ9ŊÐČʟťĝŊ’ʦ̩ ʋʉˍ on military exhibits in the Park of Maritime Glory was released on his own rec-
ognisance. Mikhail Sukhoruchkinʬʦ ·ʦT·ďûĖûĖðĹ·Öʦ ĽŅŊÖÚĖŅʦaccused of drawing ‘}��E^ʟ ̆ʟ¥��’ 
ĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ÐČʦş·ďďʦĝïʦ·ʦĕĝĖŊĕÚĖŅʦŅĝʦʊʋʉʉʦðŊ·ĹÖĽĕÚĖʬʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅĹ·ŞÚďʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʦ
ˈ÷Úʦ ĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦ ĽŊÐÐÚÚÖÚÖʦ ûĖʦ ďÚ·ŞûĖðʦ�ŊĽĽû·ˉʫʦ �ïŅÚĹʦ ÷ûĽʦ ·ĹĹÚĽŅʬʦ ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ ïĝĹÐÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ·ĶĝďĝðûĽÚʦ
ĝĖʦŞûÖÚĝʬʦĽŅ·ŅûĖðʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ÚʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚÖʦ}ŊŅûĖ˓Ľʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ˒ûĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ^·ŭûĽĕ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹĝĕûĽÚÖʦ
ŅĝʦĉĝûĖʦ˒Ķ·ŅĹûĝŅûÐʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽ˓ʮʦ÷Úʦď·ŅÚĹʦĽ·ûÖʦ÷ÚʦÖûÖʦŅ÷ûĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅʦĝïʦĹÚĶĹûĽ·ďĽʫʦEĖʦT·ĽûĕĝŞʬʦ
�ť·ŭ·ĖʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ·ʦÐĝŊĹŅʦÖûĽĕûĽĽÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦSergei Skoreev and Sergei Erzhenkovʬʦac-
cused of writing the words ‘«ĝŊˌŞÚʟĶûĽĽÚÖʟŊĽʟĝïïʥʟ}ŊŅûĖʥʟðĝʟ·ş·ť’ on a Lenin monument. The court 
űĖÚÖʦÚ·Ð÷ʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦʊʎʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦÏĹÚ·Ð÷ÚĽʦĝïʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĹŊďÚĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďÚÖʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦÖûĽĕûĽĽ·ďʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦş÷ÚĹÚŊĶĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ÷·ĖÖÚÖʦÖĝşĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦĹŊďûĖðʦ·ð·ûĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽ-
ÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦŅ÷ÚĖʦűďÚÖʦ·Ėʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʦĝĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦûĽʦŅĝʦÏÚʦ÷Ú·ĹÖʦïĝĹʦ·ʦŅ÷ûĹÖʦŅûĕÚʫ

2.5.4. Prosecutions on charges of desecrating 
graves 
The most severe prosecution was suffered by pensioner Valeriya Goldenberg from Sudak 
ˈ�ĹûĕÚ·ˉʬʦ ş÷ĝʦ ĶĝŊĹÚÖʦ ÏďĝĝÖʦ ·ĖÖʦ ï·ÚÐÚĽʦ ĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ðĹ·ŞÚʦ ĝïʦ ¤·ďÚĖŅûĖʦ EĽ·ûÐ÷ÚŞʬʦ ·ʦ ĕĝĹŅ·Ĺʦ ðŊĖ-
ĖÚĹʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ʑʊʉŅ÷ʦÏĹûð·ÖÚʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ]·ĹûĖÚʦ�ĝĹĶĽʬʦş÷ĝʦÖûÚÖʦ ûĖʦ�ÚĹÖť·ĖĽČʦĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ď·ĖÖ-
ing ship Orsk. Goldenberg explained that she did it ‘ĝŊŅʟĝïʟ·ʟĽÚĖĽÚʟĝïʟĹÚŞÚĖðÚʟ·ĖÖʟÐĝĕĶ·ĽĽûĝĖʟ
for the people of Ukraineʫ˓ʦ ÚĽĶûŅÚʦ÷ÚĹʦÐĝĖïÚĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦðŊûďŅʬʦĹÚĕĝĹĽÚʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĶĝďĝðûÚĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚď·ŅûŞÚĽʦ
ĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÖÚÐÚ·ĽÚÖʬʦ:ĝďÖÚĖÏÚĹðʦş·Ľʦ ĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦ ûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦ·ĖÖʦ ûĖʦ RŊĖÚʦ�ŊÖ·ČʦÐûŅťʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ ïĝŊĖÖʦ
her guilty of desecration of the grave on grounds of political hatred (Article 244, Part 2 (b), 
RCC). The pensioner was sentencedʦŅĝʦŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʬʦÖÚĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦArticle 
244 RCC provides for a number of less severe penalties. The court also ruled that Goldenberg 
Ľ÷ĝŊďÖʦĶ·ťʦʎʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦûĖʦÐĝĕĶÚĖĽ·ŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦĕĝĹ·ďʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚď·ŅûŞÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚÐÚ·ĽÚÖʫ

20 On 24 9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ Ņ÷Ú day Russia launched its full-scale invasion of �ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦĽ·ûďĝĹĽʦ ïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Ú cruis-
er Moskva told Ukrainian border guards on �Ė·ČÚʦEĽď·ĖÖʭʦ˒�Ė·ČÚʟEĽď·ĖÖʤʟE am a �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟş·ĹĽ÷ûĶʤʟEĖ ĝĹÖÚĹʟ
to ·ŞĝûÖʟÏďĝĝÖĽ÷ÚÖʥʟE propose you lay ÖĝşĖʟťĝŊĹʟ·ĹĕĽʟ·ĖÖ ĽŊĹĹÚĖÖÚĹ.’ To which border guard Roman Gribov 
ĹÚĶďûÚÖʬʦ˒�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟş·ĹĽ÷ûĶʥʟïŊÐČʟťĝŊʩ’ The audio recording of the conversation was widely circulated on social 
ĕÚÖû·ʬʦ·ĖÖ Gribov’s response became a popular slogan among opponents of Russian aggression. 

https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%92%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%BA-,%D0%9E%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%B3%D0%B0%20%D0%91%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%88,-%2C%2040%20%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%82.
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%9A%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4-,%D0%9C%D0%B8%D1%85%D0%B0%D0%B8%D0%BB%20%D0%A1%D1%83%D1%85%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%83%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%BD,-%2C%20%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%20%D0%91%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE%20%D1%84%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%9A%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%B2%20(%D0%A0%D1%8F%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F%20%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D1%8C)-,%D0%A1%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B5%D0%B9%20%D0%A1%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B5%D0%B2,-%2C%20%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%B5%D1%80%20(38%20%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%82
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#20-2:~:text=%D0%9A%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%B2%20(%D0%A0%D1%8F%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F%20%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D1%8C)-,%D0%A1%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B5%D0%B9%20%D0%A1%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B5%D0%B2,-%2C%20%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%B5%D1%80%20(38%20%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%82
https://graty.me/iz-chuvstva-mesti-pensionerka-v-krymu-oblila-krovyu-mogilu-rossijskogo-voennogo-protestuya-protiv-vojny-i-uzhe-dva-mesyacza-nahoditsya-v-sizo/
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/krym-pensionerka-oskvernenie-mogily/31887772.html


72

�ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĶÚĖĽûĝĖÚĹʬʦIrina TsybanevaʦïĹĝĕʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʬʦĽûĕĶďťʦĶŊŅʦ·ʦĖĝŅÚʦĝĖʦ·ʦðĹ·ŞÚʫʦdĖďťʦŅ÷ûĽʦ
ş·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹ·ŞÚʦĝïʦ}ŊŅûĖ˓ĽʦĶ·ĹÚĖŅĽʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŅť˓Ľʦ�ÚĹ·űĕĝŞĽČťʦÐÚĕÚŅÚĹťʫʦ�÷ÚʦĕÚĽĽ·ðÚʦreadʬʦ˒Par-
ÚĖŅĽʟĝïʟ·ʟĕ·Ėû·ÐʥʟŅ·ČÚʟ÷ûĕʟŅĝʟťĝŊĹĽÚďŞÚĽʥʟ÷Úʟ÷·ĽʟÐ·ŊĽÚÖʟĽĝʟĕŊÐ÷ʟĶ·ûĖʟ·ĖÖʟŅĹĝŊÏďÚʥʟŅ÷Úʟş÷ĝďÚʟşĝĹďÖʟ
ĶĹ·ťĽʟïĝĹʟ÷ûĽʟÖÚ·Ņ÷ʤʟ Ú·Ņ÷ʟŅĝʟ}ŊŅûĖʥʟťĝŊʟĹ·ûĽÚÖʟ·ʟïĹÚ·Čʟ·ĖÖʟ·ʟĕŊĹÖÚĹÚĹ.’ Tsybaneva was placed 
under house arrest on 12 October on charges of desecrating a burial site. On 7 November Tsyb-
·ĖÚŞ·ʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ·ʦÏ·ĖʦĝĖʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʫʦEĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦïĝĹÏ·ÖÚʦ÷ÚĹʦŅĝʦŞûĽ-
ûŅʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚĹ·űĕĝŞĽČťʦÐÚĕÚŅÚĹťʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŅĝʦŊĽÚʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʦĝĹʦŅĹ·ŞÚďʦĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦ
and Leningrad region.

2.6. Prosecutions for arson attacks 
ĝĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÚĖďûĽŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĽʬʦ
other government buildings and 
means of transport 
ʋʫʏʫʊʫʦ�ĹĽĝĖʦĝïʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĽʦ
as a form of anti-war protest 
�Ľʦ ĝïʦ ʋʦ ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ ]ÚÖû·ŭĝĖ·ʦ ÷·Öʦ counted 75 arson attacks carried out after the start 
ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦ ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ Ņ÷·ŅʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚűĖûŅÚďťʬʦĝĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦ÷ûð÷ʦĶĹĝÏ·ÏûďûŅťʬʦ ĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦ
Ņĝʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʫʦdïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʬʦʎʋʦşÚĹÚʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦĝĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĽʫʦdŅ÷ÚĹʦ
Ņ·ĹðÚŅĽʦûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦĶĝďûÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖʦĝïűÐÚĽʬʦ9��ʦÏŊûďÖûĖðĽʬʦďĝÐ·ďʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦÏŊûďÖûĖðĽʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĖûŅÚÖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦĶ·ĹŅťʬʦĝïűÐÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝĕĕŊĖûĽŅʦ}·ĹŅťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ
·ĖÖʦÚŞÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦTĹ·ĽĖ·ť·ʦŭŞÚŭÖ·ʦĖÚşĽĶ·ĶÚĹʦûĖʦWÚĖûĖðĹ·ÖʦĹÚðûĝĖʫʦ�ÚŅşÚÚĖʦʋʍʦ9ÚÏ-
ĹŊ·Ĺťʦ·ĖÖʦʋʊʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦş÷ÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹŅû·ďʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦş·Ľʦ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʬʦŅ÷·ŅʦûĽʬʦ·ďĕĝĽŅʦĽÚŞÚĖʦ
ĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʬʦʌʍʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʬʦş÷ûďÚʦ·ïŅÚĹʦʋʊʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦʍʊʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦşÚĹÚʦ
committed in just over a month.
�ĖûŅÚÖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦĶ·ĹŅťʬʦĝïűÐÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝĕĕŊĖûĽŅʦ}·ĹŅťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦÚŞÚĖʦŅ÷Úʦĝï-
űÐÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦTĹ·ĽĖ·ť·ʦŭŞÚŭÖ·ʦĖÚşĽĶ·ĶÚĹʦûĖʦWÚĖûĖðĹ·ÖʦĹÚðûĝĖʫʦ�ÚŅşÚÚĖʦʋʍʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦ·ĖÖʦʋʊʦ�ÚĶ-
ŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦş÷ÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹŅû·ďʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦş·Ľʦ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʬʦŅ÷·ŅʦûĽʬʦ·ďĕĝĽŅʦĽÚŞÚĖʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʬʦʌʍʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ
·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʬʦş÷ûďÚʦ·ïŅÚĹʦʋʊʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦʍʊʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦ ûĖʦ ĉŊĽŅʦ
over a month.
dïŅÚĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĽĝĖûĽŅĽʦŅ÷ĹÚşʦ]ĝďĝŅĝŞʦÐĝÐČŅ·ûďĽʦ·Ņʦ·ʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʬʦ ďÚĽĽʦĝïŅÚĖʦŅ÷ÚťʦŊĽÚÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĕÚ·ĖĽʫʦ
�ĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐ·ďʦĶŊĹĶĝĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦş·ĽʦŅĝʦÖÚĽŅĹĝťʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹÐ÷ûŞÚʦşûŅ÷ʦĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďʦűďÚĽʦ
ĝïʦÐĝĖĽÐĹûĶŅĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦ�ĶĹûďʦûĖʦ³ŊÏĝŞ·ť·ʦ}ĝďť·Ė·ʦˈ]ĝĹÖĝŞû·ˉʦ·ĖÖʦûĖʦ]·ťʦûĖʦ�÷Ð÷ÚďČĝŞĝʦ

https://zona.media/news/2022/10/12/sud_
https://web.archive.org/web/20221105103202/https:/zona.media/article/2022/10/13/burn-map/
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ĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦ·ĹĽĝĖûĽŅĽʦÖûÖʦĽŊÐÐÚÚÖʦûĖʦÖ·ĕ·ðûĖðʦ·ĹÐ÷ûŞÚĽʮʦûŅʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦČĖĝşĖʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ÷ĝşʦĽÚ-
ĹûĝŊĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÚïïÚÐŅʦş·Ľʫʦ^ĝĖÚŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦûĖʦĕĝĽŅʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦðĝ·ďʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦ·Ð÷ûÚŞÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹÚʦŅĝĝČʦ
Ķď·ÐÚʦûĖʦ·ʦĹĝĝĕʦŊĖÐĝĖĖÚÐŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹÐ÷ûŞÚʬʦĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹÚ·ʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹÚʦş·ĽʦĖÚðďûðûÏďÚʬʦĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹÚʦ
ĝÐÐŊĹĹÚÖʦĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʬʦĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ]ĝďĝŅĝŞʦÐĝÐČŅ·ûďĽʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦûðĖûŅÚʦ·Ņʦ·ďďʫʦ¤ÚĹťʦĝïŅÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ĕ-
·ðÚʦÐ·ŊĽÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅʦş·ĽʦĖÚðďûðûÏďÚʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦIgor Paskar threw a Molotov 
ÐĝÐČŅ·ûďʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĝĝĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʦûĖʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·ĹʬʦĝĖďťʦ·ʦÖĝĝĹĕ·ŅʦÐ·Ŋð÷ŅʦűĹÚʦ̍ ïĝĹʦĕĝĹÚʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ
Ņ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦsee belowˉʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚïĝĹÚʬʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦĝĖʦÏŊûďÖûĖðĽʦûĖʦĕĝĽŅʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦ·ĽʦĽťĕÏĝďûÐʦ
rather than having a practical effect. ‘Eʟş·ĖŅÚÖʟŅĝʟĽÚÚʟş÷·ŅʟEʟÐĝŊďÖʟÖĝʤʟ�ĕʟEʟÐ·Ķ·ÏďÚʟĝïʟÖĝûĖðʟĽŊÐ÷ʟ
a thing?’ said Ilya Farberʬʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦĹŊĹ·ďʦŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹʦş÷ĝʦĶďÚ·ÖÚÖʦðŊûďŅťʦŅĝʦĽÚŅŅûĖðʦűĹÚʦŅĝʦ·ʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ
ÚĖďûĽŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÖĕŊĹŅʦŞûďď·ðÚʦĝïʦEðĹ·ʬʦûĖʦexplaining his motives. Mikhail Filatov wrote 
ĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦĶ·ðÚʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅûĖðʦ·Ėʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚʦ
ûĖʦ�ĹûŊĶûĖĽČʭʦ˒$ŞÚĹťĝĖÚʟĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʟûĖʟŅ÷Úʟş·ťʟŅ÷ÚťʟŅ÷ûĖČʟûĽʟĹûð÷Ņʤʟ�ĝĕÚʟĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʟ·Ņʟ÷ĝĕÚʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟČûŅÐ÷-
ÚĖʥʟĽĝĕÚʥʟÖĹŊĖČʥʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝŊĹŅť·ĹÖʟşûŅ÷ʟïĹûÚĖÖĽʥʟĽĝĕÚʟďûÏÚĹ·ďďťʥʟşûŅ÷ʟŲĝşÚĹĽʤʟEʟÚŤĶĹÚĽĽʟĕťʟĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʟ
·ð·ûĖĽŅʟĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟş·ĹʟûĖʟŅ÷ûĽʟş·ťʬ˓ʦĶĝĽŅûĖðʦ·ʦĶ÷ĝŅĝʦĝïʦ·ʦ]ĝďĝŅĝŞʦÐĝÐČŅ·ûďʫ
�÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ĹĽĝĖûĽŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦŅĹťûĖðʦŅĝʦĕ·ČÚʦĕĝĖÚťʬʦ·ĽʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ
promised to be paid for the arson by certain persons on the internet. There is no informa-
ŅûĝĖʦťÚŅʦş÷ÚŅ÷ÚĹʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ďďÚð·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦĝĹʦĽĝĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úĕʬʦ·ĹÚʦŅĹŊÚʦĝĹʦş÷ÚŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦĕ·ÖÚʦ
up to discredit the anti-war movement.

2.6.2. How the investigative authorities 
select the article of the Criminal Code 
to prosecute arson 
Article 167, Part 2, RCC concerns destruction or damage to other people’s property by ar-
ĽĝĖʬʦĶĹĝŞûÖûĖðʦ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĶÚĖ·ďŅťʦĝïʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦEŅʦş·ĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ûĽʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
Ilya FarberʬʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖÚÖʦ·ÏĝŞÚʬʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʫʦEĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦŅĝʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦ
ťÚ·ĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅşĝʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĽŅĹûÐŅʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦűĖÚʦĝïʦʋʫʏʏʦĕûďďûĝĖʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶŊĖ-
ishment was imposed taking into account the aggravating circumstance that Farber had a pre-
vious convictionʦ̩ ʋʊˍʫʦEĖʦ·ĖĖÚŤÚÖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦAziz Faizullaevʬʦş÷ĝʦĶďÚ·ÖÚÖʦðŊûďŅťʦŅĝʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦďĝÐ·ďʦ
ðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʦûĖʦ}ŊĽ÷ČûĖʬʦ·ʦĹŊĹ·ďʦĽÚŅŅďÚĕÚĖŅʬʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦ
regime penal colony. The court also ruledʦ9·ûŭŊďď·ÚŞʦĽ÷ĝŊďÖʦĶ·ťʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦʐʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦûĖʦÖ·ĕ-
ages for furniture and a computer that were burnt and for repairs needed to the premises.

21 In ʋʉʊʌʬʦEďť·ʦ9·ĹÏÚĹʬʦş÷ĝ worked as a teacher in a village school in �ŞÚĹʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦş·Ľ found guilty of bribery 
and abuse of power. The case was accompanied by a public outcry. Farber himself denied guilt and said 
the reason for his prosecution was a ÐĝĖŲûÐŅʦşûŅ÷ʦ· contractor who was carrying out repairs to the village 
ÐŊďŅŊĹ·ďʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʫʦEĖûŅû·ďďťʬʦ9·ĹÏÚĹʦş·Ľ sentenced to seven years and one month in a strict regime penal colo-
ny and űĖÚÖʦʌʫʊ million roubles. On ·ĶĶÚ·ďʬʦŅ÷Ú sentence was reduced to Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦ·ĖÖ on 31 December 
2013 he was released on Ķ·ĹĝďÚʫʦ}ĹÚĽŊĕ·ÏďťʬʦŅ÷Ú űĖÚʦďÚŞûÚÖʦûĖ the case of arson of a military recruitment 
ĝïűÐÚʦŅĝĝČʦûĖŅĝʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦŅ÷Ú unpaid part of the ĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽʦűĖÚʫʦ

https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#30-1-2:~:text=%D0%9A%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%80-,%D0%98%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%8C,-%D0%9F%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C%2C%20%D0%B6%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C%20%D0%92%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B0%2C%2046%20%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%82.%20%D0%97%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B6%D0%B0%D0%BD
https://t.me/bazabazon/11799
https://t.me/molokonews/14531
https://sovetskiy--krm.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=sud_delo&srv_num=1&name_op=case&case_id=112592334&case_uid=62d0feda-d44d-427a-9049-d51dec7d8fa3&delo_id=1540006&new=
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AĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦĖĝŅʦ·ďďʦ·ĹĽĝĖûĽŅĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ĹĽĝĖʬʦ·ĖʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĽÚÚĕĽʦŅĝʦ·ÐÐŊĹ·ŅÚďťʦ
describe their actions. In some cases criminal prosecutions were initiated for the crime of hoo-
liganism (Article 213 RCCˉʮʦĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦïĝĹʦÏĝŅ÷ʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʦ·ŅʦĝĖÐÚʬʦÏĝŅ÷ʦ
÷ĝĝďûð·ĖûĽĕʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĹĽĝĖʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ·ʦĕĝĹÚʦşûÖÚĽĶĹÚ·ÖʦŅĹÚĖÖʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦŅĝʦÐď·ĽĽûïťʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦ
ĝĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÚĖďûĽŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦÏŊûďÖûĖðĽʦ·Ľʦ·ÐŅĽʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʬʦĽĝĕÚ-
ŅûĕÚĽʦ·Ľʦ·ÐŅĽʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦ˒Ð·ŊĽûĖðʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦ·ĽʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ÐŅĽʦ˒ÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦ
by a group.’ Committing a terrorist act (Article 205, Part 1, RCC) is punishable by imprisonment 
ïĝĹʦ·ʦŅÚĹĕʦĹ·ĖðûĖðʦïĹĝĕʦʊʉʦŅĝʦʊʎʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦûïʦûŅʦÐ·ŊĽÚÖʦ˒ĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚ˓ʦĝĹʦş·Ľʦ˒ÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦ
by a group’ (Article 205, Part 2 (a) & (b), RCCˉʬʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦïĹĝĕʦʊʋʦŅĝʦʋʉʦťÚ·ĹĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʦ
to commit a crime (Article 30, Part 1, RCCˉʬʦ·ʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦĕ·ťʦÏÚʦðûŞÚĖʦĖĝŅʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·Ėʦ
÷·ďïʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦïĝĹʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅûĖðʦ·ʦÐĹûĕÚʦ̍ Article 30, Part 3, RCC) not more 
Ņ÷·ĖʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦd¤ ˂EĖïĝʬʦ·ĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ
ûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦĝĖʦÏŊûďÖûĖðĽʬʦĝĹʦĶď·ĖĽʦŅĝʦÐ·ĹĹťʦĝŊŅʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʬʦûĖʦĶĹĝ-
ŅÚĽŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʬʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʋʋʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅûĖðʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ÐŅʦĝĹʦ·Ņ-
ŅÚĕĶŅûĖðʦŅĝʦÐĝĕĕûŅʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ÐŅʬʦş÷ûďÚʦûĖʦĽûĕûď·ĹʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʊʍʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦ
with arson. The arsonists may be charged either with an offence of medium gravity or with 
·ĖʦÚĽĶÚÐû·ďďťʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ûĽʦĕĝĽŅʦďûČÚďťʦÖÚĶÚĖÖĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦÐĝĖĉŊĖÐŅŊĹÚʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ ď·şʦ ÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦ űĖÖʦ Ņ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʦ ûĖʦ ·ʦ Ķ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʫʦ �÷Úʦ ·ĕĝŊĖŅʦ ĝïʦ Ö·ĕ-
·ðÚʦÐ·ŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦ ûĖʦ ï·ÐŅʦ·ïïÚÐŅʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĽÚďÚÐŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʭʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦ
ûĕĶŊŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝʦÐ·ŊĽÚÖʦĕĝĹÚʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦÖÚÐûÖÚÖʦ
ŅĝʦŅĹťʦ·Ľʦ ˒ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅĽʫ˓ʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ ûĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʬʦMaksim Asriyan has been charged with 
·ŅŅÚĕĶŅÚÖʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦÚŞÚĖʦŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦ÷ÚʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦŅ÷Ĺĝşʦ
·ʦ]ĝďĝŅĝŞʦÐĝÐČŅ·ûďʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÚĖďûĽŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚʦÏŊŅʦĝĖďťʦďĝĝČÚÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦÐ÷·ĖðÚÖʦ
÷ûĽʦĕûĖÖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦĽÚŅŅûĖðʦûŅʦĝĖʦűĹÚʫʦ�ĝĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦĽÚŅŅûĖðʦűĹÚʦŅĝʦ·ʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʦşÚĹÚʦ
űĹĽŅʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ĹĽĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʦş·ĽʦŊĶðĹ·ÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʫʦ�ĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ
there has been no information about convictions for terrorism in connection with arson of mil-
itary recruitment centres.
Over many years Russian law enforcement agencies have been developing the practice 
of charging people with terrorism when there has been nothing more than a symbolic ar-
ĽĝĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦĝĖʦ·ʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʬʦ·Ėʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦşÚĹÚʦĖĝʦÐ·ĽŊ·ďŅûÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
even theoretically could not have posed a danger to anyone (in most cases buildings were 
ĽÚŅʦĝĖʦűĹÚʦ·ŅʦĖûð÷Ņˉʬʦ·ĖÖʦş÷ÚĹÚʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦş·ĽʦĖĝʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦűĹÚʦĝĹʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚʫʦ�ŊÐ÷ʦ·ďďÚð·ŅûĝĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦ
ĽÚÚĖʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ���dʦ ˌ‘Autonomous Militant Terrorist Organisation’ˍʦ Ð·ĽÚʫʦ EĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʬʦ ûĖʦ ʋʉʊʋʦ
a court found that throwing Molotov cocktails into the main FSB building in south-west Mos-
cow constituted a terrorist act. The defendants in the case of Oleg Sentsovʬʦş÷ĝʦş·Ľʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦ
ĝïʦĽťĕÏĝďûÐʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦĽ÷ĝĹŅďťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĖĖÚŤ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĶĹûĖðʦĝïʦʋʉʊʍʬʦşÚĹÚʦ
ÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʫʦ�ŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹŅĶĝÖðĝŅĝŞČ·ʦˌˋ�ĹŅûďďÚĹťʟˁĝĹʟ�ĹŅ˂ʟ}ĹÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĝĖˌ] move-
ĕÚĖŅʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʦ·ʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦÚŞÚĖʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·ÏĽÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦ·ʦĶď·ĖĖÚÖʦ Ņ·ĹðÚŅʬʦ
solely on the basis of the Investigative Committee’s claim that they had stored bottles of petrol 
ĝĖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÏ·ďÐĝĖťʫʦ}ď·ĖĽʦŅĝʦĽÚŅʦűĹÚʦŅĝʦÖÚÐĝĹ·ŅûŞÚʦ÷·ťʦďÚïŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʦĝïʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ·ʦïÚĽŅûŞ·ďʦ
in 2019 were found to be preparation for a terrorist attack. Details of these and other terrorism 
cases can be read in the 2020 report by Memorial Human Rights Centre.
We consider prosecutions on charges of committing a terrorist act or of attempting to commit 
a terrorist act for an arson attack that is purely symbolic and not dangerous to people are un-
reasonably harsh and politically motivated.

https://memohrc.org/ru/reports/darya-kostromina-primenenie-stati-uk-rf-o-terroristicheskom-soobshchestve-protiv
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2.6.3. Charges of planning arson attacks and 
incitement of arson attacks 
�ûĖÐÚʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦĝĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦĝïŅÚĖʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ÐŅĽʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚĖʦ·ĶĶĹĝŞ·ďʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦûĽʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ·ĽʦûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦĝĹʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʫʦ�÷·Ĺð-
ÚĽʦĝïʦ ĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦŊĽûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ ûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʦ ˈArticle 205.2, Part 2, RCC) were brought 
against Navalny’s associates who hosted the Popular Politics YouTube channel and approved 
Ņ÷Úʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦĝïʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĽʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʫ
}ď·ĖĽʦŅĝʦĽÚŅʦűĹÚʦŅĝʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ·ĕĝĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚ-
ïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ˒�ûŊĕÚĖʦÐ·ĽÚ˓ʦ˅ʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĽûŤʦ·Ė·ĹÐ÷ûĽŅĽʦïĹĝĕʦ�ûŊĕÚĖʬʦ�ŊĹðŊŅʦ
·ĖÖʦ$Č·ŅÚĹûĖÏŊĹðʬʦş÷ĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦĝïʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦðĹĝŊĶʫʦ�ďďʦĽûŤʦÐĝĖ-
ïÚĽĽÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʦ·ĖÖʦûĖÐĹûĕûĖ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦÐĝĖïÚĽĽûĝĖĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ-
·ĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶď·ĖĖûĖðʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦĝïʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÚĖďûĽŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĽʬʦĶĝďûÐÚʦÖÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹ·ûď-
ş·ťĽʫʦEŅʦûĽʦŞÚĹťʦďûČÚďťʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ˒�ûŊĕÚĖʦÐ·ĽÚ˓ʦş·Ľʦï·ÏĹûÐ·ŅÚÖʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦ
ĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦûĽʦĽûĕûď·ĹʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ ˒^ÚŅşĝĹČ˓ʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖïÚĽĽûĝĖĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
şÚĹÚʦĶĝĽĽûÏďťʦÖûÐŅ·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʬʦĹÚŲÚÐŅĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚÚÖĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚðûĕÚʦ
ûĖʦʋʉʋʋʭʦŅĝʦÐĝĕÏ·ŅʦĶĹĝ˂�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĽ·ÏĝŅÚŊĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĹĽĝĖûĽŅĽʦˈĝĹʦŅĝʦûĕûŅ·ŅÚʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐĝĕÏ·Ņˉʫ

The ‘Network’ case
The ˋ^ÚŅşĝĹČˌʟÐ·ĽÚʟûĽ a ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʟĝï ten ·Ė·ĹÐ÷ûĽŅĽʟ·ĖÖ ·ĖŅûʻï·ĽÐûĽŅĽʟïĹĝĕʟ
}ÚĖŭ·ʟ·ĖÖ �Ņʤʠ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʟĝĖ Ð÷·ĹðÚĽʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ÚťʟÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅÚÖʟ· terrorist group. Arrests 
in the Ð·ĽÚʟÏÚð·ĖʟûĖ 2017. In ʄʂʄʂʥʟĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʟşÚĹÚʟ÷·ĖÖÚÖʟÖĝşĖʥʟŅ÷Ú harshest of ş÷ûÐ÷ʟ
ş·Ľ 18 years in a ĶÚĖ·ďʟÐĝďĝĖťʤʟ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʟŅĝ the 9��ʥʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʟûĖ the ˋ^ÚŅşĝĹČˌʟşÚĹÚʟ
preparing for ĹÚŞĝďŊŅûĝĖʟ·ĖÖ ŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʟĝï the authorities. Most 
of Ņ÷ĝĽÚʟÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʟĽ·ûÖʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷Úťʟð·ŞÚʟŅÚĽŅûĕĝĖťʟÖÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʟÏť ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹĽʟŊĖÖÚĹʟ
severe torture.

2.6.4. Prosecutions for arson of means 
of transport 
At least two cases of arson attacks on National Guard prisoner transport vehicles in Mos-
cow are known. Omsk residents Anton Zhuchkov and Vladimir Sergeev were hospitalised 
with methadone poisoning after an anti-war rally on 6 March in Moscow. As Sergeev said 
ÖŊĹûĖðʦ ÷ûĽʦ ûĖŅÚĹĹĝð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ ·Ľʦ quotedʦ Ïťʦ ]ÚÖû·ŭĝĖ·ʬʦ ÷Úʦ şÚĖŅʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ĺ·ďďťʦ şûŅ÷ʦ ·ʦ ]ĝďĝŅĝŞʦ
ÐĝÐČŅ·ûďʦ·ĖÖʦĶď·ĖĖÚÖʦŅĝʦĽÚŅʦűĹÚʦŅĝʦ·ʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹʦŅĹ·ĖĽĶĝĹŅʦŞÚ÷ûÐďÚʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĽûðĖʦĝïʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
Ņ÷Úʦş·ĹʦĝĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦÐĝĕĕûŅʦĽŊûÐûÖÚʦÏťʦŅ·ČûĖðʦĕÚŅ÷·ÖĝĖÚʫʦ³÷ŊÐ÷ČĝŞʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ
÷·ĖÖʬʦÐď·ûĕĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ûĽʦĝĖďťʦðĝ·ďʦş·ĽʦĽŊûÐûÖÚʫʦ$ûŅ÷ÚĹʦş·ťʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦ÷·ĶĶÚĖʫʦ�ÚĹðÚÚŞʦ
and Zhuchkov were detained before it could take place. They attempted suicide in the de-
ŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʬʦÏŊŅʦÖĝÐŅĝĹĽʦĽ·ŞÚÖʦŅ÷ÚĕʫʦEĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚďťʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦÖûĽÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďʦ
ĝĖʦʊʐʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷ÚʦŅşĝʦĕÚĖʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ð·ûĖʫʦEĖûŅû·ďďťʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅÚÖʦ
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hooliganism (Article 213, Part 2, RCC in conjunction with Article 30, Part 3, RCCˉʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ
ď·ŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦĹÚÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦŅĝʦĶĹÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ÐŅʦÏťʦ·ʦðĹĝŊĶʦĝïʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦ
(Article 205, Part 2 (a), RCC in conjunction with Article 30, Part 1, RCC).
On 2 May ¤ûŅ·ďťʟTĝďŅĽĝŞ threw a Molotov cocktail at a police bus parked on Revolution Square. 
AÚʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĶĝŅʫʦ�ûĖÐÚʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦş·Ľʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏŊĽʬʦTĝďŅĽĝŞʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦ
şûŅ÷ʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦďûïÚʦĝïʦ·ʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹʦˈArticle 317 RCCˉʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÐ·ĹĹûÚĽʦ·ʦĕ·Ť-
ûĕŊĕʦĶÚĖ·ďŅťʦĝïʦďûïÚʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦTĝďŅĽĝŞʦÐď·ûĕĽʦ÷ÚʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦş·ĖŅʦŅĝʦČûďďʦ·ĖťĝĖÚʫʦ
The publication Vot Tak reportedʦTĝďŅĽĝŞ˓ĽʦşĝĹÖĽʦ·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ĹûĖðʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚďÚÐŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĶĹÚ˂ŅĹû·ďʦ
ÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʭʦ˒dïʟÐĝŊĹĽÚʥʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝŊĹŅʟÖĝÚĽʟĖĝŅʟÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹʟŅ÷ÚʟûĽĽŊÚʟĝïʟş÷·ŅʟÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʟĽ÷ĝŊďÖʟÏÚʟÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʥʟ
ÏŊŅʟEʟÖûÖʟĖĝŅʟĶď·ĖʟŅĝʟČûďďʟŅ÷ÚʟĝïűÐÚĹʥʟEʟĶď·ĖĖÚÖʟŅĝʟÐ·ŊĽÚʟÖ·ĕ·ðÚʟŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟŞÚ÷ûÐďÚʤʟEʟÖûÖʟĖĝŅʟČĖĝşʟŅ÷·Ņʟ
Ņ÷ÚĹÚʟş·ĽʟĽĝĕÚĝĖÚʟûĖĽûÖÚʟ·ĖÖʟEʟ·ĽĽŊĕÚÖʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ÚʟĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹʟŅĹ·ĖĽĶĝĹŅʟŞÚ÷ûÐďÚʟşĝŊďÖʟÏÚʟĸŊûÐČďťʟ
ÚŤŅûĖðŊûĽ÷ÚÖʟ·ĖÖʟ·ĖťĝĖÚʟĝĖʟÏĝ·ĹÖʟşĝŊďÖʟÏÚʟ·ÏďÚʟŅĝʟðÚŅʟĝŊŅʟĸŊûÐČďťʤʟ�÷ÚʟÐ÷·ĹðÚʟûŅĽÚďïʟûĽʟĖĝŅʟĸŊûŅÚʟ
ÐĝĹĹÚÐŅʥʟÏŊŅʟûŅʟûĽʟĝÏŞûĝŊĽʟŅ÷·ŅʟEʟÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʟ·ĖʟĝïïÚĖÐÚʤ˓ʦTĝďŅĽĝŞʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʫ
Several criminal investigations have been opened in connection with arson attacks on the per-
ĽĝĖ·ďʦÐ·ĹĽʦĝïʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦČĖĝşĖʦŅĝʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦ�ŊĽĽû·˓ĽʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ·ððĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦÏŊŅʦĖĝʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ
have reportedly been brought in those cases.

2.7. Prosecutions for providing 
ĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ·ĖÖʦűĖ·ĖÐû·ďʦ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦ
to Ukraine 
This section deals only with prosecutions within Russia’s internationally recognised bor-
ÖÚĹĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʉʊʍʬʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦïĝŊĖÖʦ
in Chapter 3.1. Repression against residents and citizens of �ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ·Ľ well as related repres-
sion against Russian citizens.
EŅʦûĽʦďĝðûÐ·ďʦŅ÷·ŅʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŊŅÏĹÚ·ČʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽ-
Ľû·ĖĽʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦ·ĽĽûĽŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·ĹĕťʦşûŅ÷ʦĕĝĖÚťʦĝĹʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅûĖðʦŅĝʦĉĝûĖʦ
�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦŞĝďŊĖŅÚÚĹʦ ïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦĝĹʦÐ·ĹĹťûĖðʦĝŊŅʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ ûĖĽûÖÚʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÐĝĕÚʦĕĝĹÚʦ
ïĹÚĸŊÚĖŅʫʦ�ŊÐ÷ʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖÚʦ÷·ĖÖʬʦşûÖÚĽĶĹÚ·Öʬʦ·ĖÖʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ÷·ĖÖʬʦÚŤ-
ŅĹÚĕÚďťʦď·ÐČûĖðʦûĖʦŅĹ·ĖĽĶ·ĹÚĖÐťʬʦşûŅ÷ʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦ·ÏŊĽÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦï·ÏĹûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʬʦ·Ľʦ÷·Ķ-
ĶÚĖÚÖʦÖŊĹûĖðʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖĽʦˈûĖʦ�÷ÚÐ÷Ėť·ʬʦ�ťĹû·ʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖˉʫ
For many years there has been a lack of public information about criminal cases involving 
charges of aiding the Russian army’s military adversary. Defendants and their relatives rarely 
contact journalists and human rights activists. Investigators sometimes put additional pres-
ĽŊĹÚʦĝĖʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĹÚď·ŅûŞÚĽʦŅĝʦĹÚĕ·ûĖʦĽûďÚĖŅʫʦ�·ĽÚʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʦ·ĹÚʦŊĽŊ·ďďťʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ
until the end of the investigation. Courts do not publish verdicts in these categories of cases 
ˈÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʬʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʬʦûďďÚð·ďʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦðĹĝŊĶĽˉʫʦEĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦûĽʦ·ďŅĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ʦŅÚĖÖÚĖÐťʦŅĝʦÐď·ĽĽûïťʦ
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·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÚĕťʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦ·ĽʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʦ·ĹÚʦČÚĶŅʦ
the most secret of all.
dĖʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦď·ÐČʦĝïʦŅĹ·ĖĽĶ·ĹÚĖÐťʬʦşÚʦ·ĹÚʦŊĖ·ÏďÚʦŅĝʦÖĹ·şʦ·ʦÐĝĕĶďÚŅÚʦĶûÐŅŊĹÚʦ
of prosecutions on charges of military assistance to Ukraine; we can only give an overview 
of the known facts.

2.7.1. Expansion of legislation on treason and 
participation in military hostilities 
�ďĹÚ·ÖťʦĝĖʦʋʐʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʦ:ÚĖÚĹ·ď˓ĽʦdïűÐÚʦstatedʭʦ˒It must be taken into 
·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ÚʟĶĹĝŞûĽûĝĖʟĝïʟűĖ·ĖÐû·ďʥʟĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďʥʟŅÚÐ÷ĖûÐ·ďʥʟ·ÖŞûĽĝĹťʟĝĹʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʟŅĝʟ·ʟïĝĹ-
ÚûðĖʟ ĽŅ·ŅÚʥʟ ûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟ ĝĹʟ ïĝĹÚûðĖʟ ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟ ĝĹʟ Ņ÷ÚûĹʟ ĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʟ ûĖʟ ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟ ûĖŅÚĖÖ-
ÚÖʟ Ņĝʟ ŊĖÖÚĹĕûĖÚʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʟ ĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ 9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟ ÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅÚĽʟ ·Ėʟ ĝïïÚĖÐÚʟ ŊĖÖÚĹʟ �ĹŅûÐďÚʟ
ʄʉʇʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ�ĝÖÚʟˁŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖ˂.’
EĖʦ RŊďťʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦ Ŋĕ·ʦÚŤĶ·ĖÖÚÖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ ďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦ ŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʫʦ�÷ÚʦĖĝŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ ˒ĽşûŅÐ÷ûĖðʟ
ŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟÚĖÚĕťˌĽʟĽûÖÚʟûĖʟ·Ėʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟÐĝĖŲûÐŅˌʦş·Ľʦ·ÖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚűĖûŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�Ĺûĕû-
nal Code. Language about the collection and transference to the enemy of information ‘that 
Ð·ĖʟÏÚʟŊĽÚÖʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟŅ÷Úʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟïĝĹÐÚĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦûĖʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦÐĝĖŲûÐŅʦ
şÚĹÚʦ ·ÖÖÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÖÚűĖûŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ ÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʦ ˈArticle 276 RCCˉʫʦ �Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ľ·ĕÚʦ ŅûĕÚʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶÚĖ·ď-
ties stipulated for acting as a mercenary (Article 359 RCCˉʦşÚĹÚʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʫʦ�ĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚűĖûŅûĝĖʦ
of illegal armed groups (Article 208 RCCˉʦş·Ľʦ·ÖÖÚÖʦ}·ĹŅʦʌʭʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐûŅû-
zen or a stateless person permanently residing in Russia in military actions ‘on the territory 
ĝïʟ·ʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĽŅ·ŅÚʟïĝĹʟĶŊĹĶĝĽÚĽʟÐĝĖŅĹ·ĹťʟŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ’ — an offence 
punishable by imprisonment from 12 to 20 years.
9ûĖ·ďďťʬʦArticle 275.1 RCCʦ̍ ˒�ĝĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦ·ʦÐĝĖűÖÚĖŅû·ďʦÏ·ĽûĽʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦĽŅ·ŅÚʬʦûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ-
·ďʦĝĹʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖ˓ˉʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ÖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʫʦ�ĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ûĽʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ
may impose a sentence ranging from three to eight years’ imprisonment if it can be proved 
that secret co-operation with foreigners was conducted ‘şûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Úʟ·ûĕʟĝïʟ·ĽĽûĽŅûĖðʟŅ÷ÚĕʟûĖʟ·Ð-
ŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟČĖĝşĖʟŅĝʟÏÚʟûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʟŅĝʟŊĖÖÚĹĕûĖÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ.’
‘�÷·ŅʟûĽʥʟûïʟťĝŊʟŅ·ďČÚÖʟŅĝʟ·ʟïĝĹÚûðĖÚĹʟ·ĖÖʟÖûÖʟĖĝŅʟĹÚĶĝĹŅʟûŅʟŅĝʟŅ÷Úʟ9��ʠʾʟÏÚʟĶĹÚĶ·ĹÚÖʟŅĝʟÏÚʟĶĹĝĽÚ-
ÐŊŅÚÖʬ˓ʦŅ÷Úʦď·şťÚĹʦEŞ·Ėʦ}·ŞďĝŞʬʦş÷ĝʦĽĶÚÐû·ďûĽÚĽʦûĖʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝïʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʬʦhas written 
ĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʬʦ·ÖÖûĖðʭʦ˒ ĝĖˌŅʟďÚŅʟŅ÷Úʟï·ÐŅʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĖŞÚĹĽ·ŅûĝĖʟĽ÷ĝŊďÖʟÏÚʟˋïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟĶŊĹ-
ĶĝĽÚʟĝïʟ·ĽĽûĽŅûĖðʟ ûĖʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟČĖĝşĖʟŅĝʟÏÚʟ ûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʟŅĝʟŊĖÖÚĹĕûĖÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʟĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ
9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʥˌʟĹÚ·ĽĽŊĹÚʟťĝŊʠʾʟ·ĖťŅ÷ûĖðʟÐ·ĖʟÏÚʟűŅŅÚÖʟŊĖÖÚĹʟŅ÷ûĽʟĹŊÏÏÚĹʻĽŅ·ĕĶʟşĝĹÖûĖð.’
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2.7.2. Prosecutions on charges of attempting 
Ņĝʦűð÷ŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽûÖÚʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦĶ·ĽĽûĖðʦ
military information to Ukraine 
�Ľʦ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖÚÖʬʦşÚʦÐ·ĖĖĝŅʦ·ŅʦĶĹÚĽÚĖŅʦÚĽŅûĕ·ŅÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÐ·ďÚʦĝïʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦ·Ņ-
tempts to join Ukrainian military structures. It will be possible to give an approximate assess-
ment once the dynamics of the number of convictions for participation in an illegal armed 
group (Article 208 RCC) and for treason (Article 275 RCC) in 2022-2024 are known (from the in-
itiation of criminal proceedings to the sentence may take from several months to two or more 
years). At present we have only fragmentary information published in open sources.
We know of several convictions for an ‘uncompleted offence’ of participation in an illegal armed 
ðĹĝŊĶʦÐĝĖÐÚĹĖûĖðʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅĽʦŅĝʦďÚ·ŞÚʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦŅĝʦűð÷ŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽûÖÚʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫ
EĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ�Ĺť·ĖĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced a caretaker from Tambov to seven years in a strict 
ĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦş÷ĝʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅ˓ĽʦĶĹÚĽĽʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʬʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦÏťʦÏĝĹÖÚĹʦðŊ·ĹÖĽʦ
ş÷ûďÚʦŅĹťûĖðʦŅĝʦÐĹĝĽĽʦûďďÚð·ďďťʦûĖŅĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚ˓Ľʦ�ŊĕťʦĹÚðûĝĖʫʦEĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦreport-
ed that a resident of Udmurtia who had also been detained by border guards had been given 
·ʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĽŅĹûÐŅʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦEĖʦÏĝŅ÷ʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦûŅʦş·Ľʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅĽʦ
were ‘·Ö÷ÚĹÚĖŅĽʟĝïʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚˌĽʟ^·ŭûʟûÖÚĝďĝðť.’
EĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦTĹ·ĽĖĝť·ĹĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentencedʦTĹ·ĽĖĝť·ĹĽČʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦSergei Ulukshonov 
to four years and eight months in a strict regime penal colony for ‘ĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʟ ŅĝʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚʟ
ûĖʟ·Ėʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟðĹĝŊĶʟĝĖʟŅ÷ÚʟŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʟĝïʟ·ʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĽŅ·ŅÚ.’
EĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦûĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦWÚïĝĹŅĝŞĝʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced Maksim Dmitrienkoʬʦ·ʦĖ·ŅûŞÚʦ
ĝïʦ¤ĝďðĝðĹ·Öʬʦ Ņĝʦ ïĝŊĹʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ ûĖʦ ·ʦ ĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦ ÐĝďĝĖťʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ ŅĝʦTASSʬʦ ĕûŅĹûÚĖČĝʦ
had previously served in the French Foreign Legion and in April 2022 he was detained in Mos-
Ðĝşʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĹÚŅŊĹĖÚÖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ·ĖʦŊĖĽŊÐÐÚĽĽïŊďʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅʦŅĝʦÚĖŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫ
Prosecutions for treason on charges of attempting to join the Ukrainian armed forces have also 
been initiated.
One person involved in such a case was 21-year-old Savely Frolovʬʦ ş÷ĝʦ ş·Ľʦ Ņ·ČÚĖʦ
off a bus at the Verkhny Lars checkpoint on 30 October while trying to leave Russia for Geor-
gia. Contact with him was lost after he texted his girlfriend that he was going to be searched 
Ïťʦ9��ʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦ÷ûĽʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʬʦ9ĹĝďĝŞʦş·Ľʦĉ·ûďÚÖʦĝĖʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦïĝĹʦʊʎʦÖ·ťĽʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦ
ŅûĕÚĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĹĝşʬʦŅşûÐÚʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦĶÚŅŅťʦ÷ĝĝďûð·ĖûĽĕʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖÐÚʦïĝĹʦÖûĽĝÏÚťûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦď·şïŊďʦĝĹÖÚĹʦ
ĝïʦ·ʦÏĝĹÖÚĹʦðŊ·ĹÖʫʦ�ďďʦŅ÷Úʦş÷ûďÚʬʦ9ĹĝďĝŞʦş·Ľʦ÷ÚďÖʦûĖʦ·ʦŅÚĕĶĝĹ·ĹťʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʦûĖʦ¤ď·ÖûČ·ŞČ·ŭʫʦ
EĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦĝĶÚĖÚÖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ9ĹĝďĝŞʦïĝĹʦĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʦŅĝʦŊĖÖÚĹŅ·ČÚʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦ
(Article 30, Part 1, RCC in conjunction with Article 275 RCC). On 12 December he was trans-
ferred to the remand prison in Vladikavkaz. Frolov denies guilt and insists that he was travelling 
Ņĝʦ:ÚĝĹðû·ʦŅĝʦÏÚʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷ûĽʦðûĹďïĹûÚĖÖʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĕĝŞÚÖʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦÚ·ĹďûÚĹʫʦ˒�ŅʟŅ÷Úʟ÷Ú·ĹûĖðʟĝĖʟĽÚďÚÐŅûĝĖʟ
ĝïʟĶĹÚʻŅĹû·ďʟÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʥʟŅ÷ÚʟûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹʟĽ·ûÖʟ�·ŞÚďťʟÏĝŊð÷ŅʟÐ·ĕĝŊŲ·ðÚʟŅĹĝŊĽÚĹĽʟ·ĖÖʟĽĶÚÐû·ďʟĽ÷ĝÚĽʟ
ûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟĽŊĕĕÚĹʥʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟÐ·ĖʟÏÚʟŊĽÚÖʟûĖʟÐĝĕÏ·ŅʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʤʟ�ĖÖʟ·ďĽĝʥʟ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʟŅĝʟŅ÷Úʟ9��ʥʟ÷ÚʟŅĹûÚÖʟ
ŅĝʟðÚŅʟŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟïĹĝĖŅʟŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʟ:ÚĝĹðû·ʥʟ�ŊĹČÚťʟ·ĖÖʟ}ĝď·ĖÖʤʟAĝşÚŞÚĹʥʟ÷Úʟ÷·ÖʟĖÚûŅ÷ÚĹʟŅûÐČÚŅĽʟĖĝĹʟ·ʟŞûĽ·ʬ˓ʦ

oblsud.brj.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=press_dep&op=1&did=931
oblsud.brj.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=press_dep&op=1&did=962
oblsud.brj.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=press_dep&op=1&did=962
kraevoy.krk.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=press_dep&op=1&did=2585
https://zona.media/news/2022/12/23/dmitrienko
https://tass.ru/proisshestviya/14363409
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saidʦ$ŞðÚĖťʦ�ĕûĹĖĝŞʬʦ·ʦď·şťÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ9ûĹĽŅʦ ÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦ̩ʋʋˍ. The In-
sider quotesʦ̂ ûČûŅ·ʬʦ·ʦÐďĝĽÚʦïĹûÚĖÖʦĝïʦ9ĹĝďĝŞʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦŞûĽûŅÚÖʦÏťʦ9��ʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖ-
ŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʭʦ˒EʟÐ·ĖʟĽ·ťʟŅ÷·Ņʟ�·ŞÚďťʟÖÚűĖûŅÚďťʟ÷·ÖʟĖĝʟĹÚ·ďʟĶď·ĖĽʟŅĝʟĉĝûĖʟŅ÷Úʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟïĝĹÐÚĽʥʟ
·ĖÖʟ·ďďʟŅ÷Úʟ9��ˌĽʟ·ĽĽŊĕĶŅûĝĖĽʟ·ĹÚʟÏ·ĽÚÖʟĝĖʟĝĖÚʟĕÚĽĽ·ðÚʟïĹĝĕʟĝŊĹʟÐĝĖŞÚĹĽ·ŅûĝĖʟŅ÷·Ņʟ÷·ĽʟĖĝʟĽÚĹûĝŊĽʟ
ĹÚď·ŅûĝĖʟŅĝʟĹÚ·ďûŅťʤʟ�÷ÚĹÚʟşÚĹÚʟĕÚĽĽ·ðÚĽʟÖûĽÐŊĽĽûĖðʟŅ÷ÚʟĽĶÚÐû·ďʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʥʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷Úʟĕ·ûĖʟ
Ņ÷ûĖðʟŅ÷Úťʟď·ŅÐ÷ÚÖʟĝĖʟŅĝʟş·Ľʟ÷ûĽʟ÷·ďïʻĉĝČûĖðʟĕÚĽĽ·ðÚʟ·ÏĝŊŅʟûĖŅÚĖÖûĖðʟŅĝʟðĝʟŅ÷ÚĹÚʥʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟEʥʟ·ďĽĝʟ
ûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĖŅÚŤŅʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĉĝČÚʥʟ·ĶĶĹĝŞÚÖʫ˓ʦ$Č·ŅÚĹûĖ·ʦ9ĹĝďĝŞ·ʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÚ˓ĽʦĕĝŅ÷ÚĹʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ĽʦŅşûÐÚʦŞûĽ-
ûŅÚÖʦ÷ÚĹʦĽĝĖʬʦtoldʦ�Ŋĕ·ð·ʦˌ‘Paper’] that at the border Savely ‘ş·ĽʟÏÚ·ŅÚĖʥʟŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅÚĖÚÖʟşûŅ÷ʟĹ·ĶÚʟ
şûŅ÷ʟ·ʟĕĝĶʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʟşÚĹÚʟĕ·ÖÚʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟ÷ûĽʟï·ĕûďťʬ˓ʦĽĝʦ÷Úʦð·ŞÚʦŊĶʦ÷ûĽʦĶ÷ĝĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦĶ·ĽĽşĝĹÖʫʦ
‘EĖʟ·ʟÐÚďďʟşûŅ÷ʟĖĝʟÐĝĕĕŊĖûÐ·ŅûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟĖĝʟĽĝÐû·ďûĽûĖðʥʟ�·ŞÚďťʥʟ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʟŅĝʟ÷ûĽʟĕĝŅ÷ÚĹʥʟďĝĽŅʟŅĹ·ÐČʟ
ĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟÖ·ťĽʟ·ĖÖʟĽŅ·ĹŅÚÖʟÏŊĹĖûĖðʟ÷ûĽʟ÷·ĖÖĽʟşûŅ÷ʟÐûð·ĹÚŅŅÚĽʟŅĝʟˉ·ŅʟďÚ·ĽŅʟïÚÚďʟĽĝĕÚŅ÷ûĖðʤ́ ʟ�ŊŅʟ·ïŅÚĹʟ
Ņ÷ÚʟĕÚÚŅûĖðʟşûŅ÷ʟ$Č·ŅÚĹûĖ·ʟ÷ÚʟÏÚÐ·ĕÚʟÐ÷ÚÚĹïŊďʟ·ð·ûĖʦʟˉAÚʟş·ĽʟĽŊĹÚʟ÷Úʟ÷·ÖʟĖĝŅʟÏÚÚĖʟ·Ï·ĖÖĝĖÚÖˊʬ˓ʦ
the publication reported the mother’s story. 
dĖʦʑʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ�Ï·Č·ĖʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦIgor Pokusinʬʦş÷ĝʦ·ʦÖ·ťʦÚ·ĹďûÚĹʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦïĝŊĹʦ
ĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʦĝïʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʬʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ʦĽûŤ˂ĕĝĖŅ÷ʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦïĝĹʦŞ·ĖÖ·ď-
ism (Article 214, Part 2, RCC) for writing the words ‘Glory to Ukraine!’ on the wall of a museum. 
�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʬʦûĖʦRŊďťʦ}ĝČŊĽûĖʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦŲťʦŅĝʦT·ŭ·Č÷ĽŅ·ĖʦûĖʦĝĹÖÚĹʦŅĝʦŅĹ·ŞÚďʦĝĖʦŅĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ
and join the Ukrainian armed forces. His wife toldʦ^·ĽŅĝť·Ľ÷Ð÷ÚÚʦŞĹÚĕť·ʦˌˋ�Ú·ďʟ�ûĕÚˌˍʦ Ņ÷·Ņʬʦ
Ľĝʦï·Ĺʦ·ĽʦĽ÷ÚʦČĖĝşĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦûĽʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĽĝďÚďťʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĽŅûĕĝĖťʦĝïʦ·ʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦşûŅĖÚĽĽʫʦ
‘^ĝŅʟĝĖďťʟûĽʟEðĝĹʟʈʂʟťÚ·ĹĽʟĝďÖʥʟ÷Úʟ÷·Ľʟ·ďĽĝʟÏÚÚĖʟĹÚĶÚ·ŅÚÖďťʟŅĹ·Ŋĕ·ŅûĽÚÖʬ˓ʦ$ďÚĖ·ʦ}ĝČŊĽûĖ·ʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚĽʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ÷ÚĹʦĽĶĝŊĽÚʬʦ˒AÚʟ÷·Ľʟ÷·Öʟ÷ûĽʟ÷ûĶʟĉĝûĖŅʟĹÚĶď·ÐÚÖʥʟ÷ûĽʟČĖÚÚʟĉĝûĖŅʟĹÚĶď·ÐÚÖʥʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷ÚĹÚʟ
ûĽʟĕÚŅ·ďʟûĖʟ÷ûĽʟ·ĖČďÚʤʟAÚˌĽʟ·ʟŅûĖʟĽĝďÖûÚĹʤʟAÚʟ÷·Ľʟ·ʟĽŅÚĖŅʟûĖʟ÷ûĽʟ÷Ú·ĹŅʟ·ïŅÚĹʟ·ĖʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʤʟEŅˌĽʟ·ʟĽĶÚÐû·ďʟ
ŅŊÏÚʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ÚťʟĶŊŅʟûĖʟŅ÷Úʟ÷Ú·ĹŅʟŞÚĽĽÚďʤʟ¥÷·Ņʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟïĝĹÐÚĽʟÐ·ĖʟŅ÷ÚťʟÏÚʟŅ·ďČûĖðʟ·ÏĝŊŅʫ’
�ďĽĝʦûĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦannounced that it had detained Evgeny Nikiforovʬʦ·ʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦ¤ĝď-
ðĝðĹ·Öʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ ĝĖʦ Ð÷·ĹðÚĽʦ ĝïʦ ŅĹ·ŞÚďďûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ �ĝĽŅĝŞʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʦ Ņĝʦ ÐĹĝĽĽʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÏĝĹÖÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ
EĖʦ·ʦĶĹÚĽĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦĽŅ·ŅÚÖʭʦ˒�ŅʟŅ÷ÚʟŅûĕÚʟĝïʟ÷ûĽʟ·ĹĹÚĽŅʥʟ^ûČûïĝĹĝŞʟş·ĽʟïĝŊĖÖʟŅĝʟ÷·ŞÚʟ·ʟĸŊÚĽ-
ŅûĝĖĖ·ûĹÚʟ·ĖÖʟ·ĶĶďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʟïĝĹʟÐĝĖÐďŊĽûĝĖʟĝïʟ·ʟÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Úʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟïĝĹÐÚĽʥʟĽûðĖÚÖʟ
Ïťʟ ÷ûĕʥʟ ·Ėʟ ĝŊŅÖĝĝĹʟ ·ďďʻşÚ·Ņ÷ÚĹʟ ĽŊûŅʥʟ ·ĖÖʟĕĝÏûďÚʟ Ķ÷ĝĖÚĽʟ ŊĽÚÖʟ Ņĝʟ ÐĝĕĕŊĖûÐ·ŅÚʟ şûŅ÷ʟ ĽŊÏĽÐĹûÏ-
ÚĹĽʟ ûĖʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʥʟ·ďďʟĝïʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟşÚĹÚʟĽÚûŭÚÖ.’ It should be noted that Rostov region borders only 
şûŅ÷ʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦÐĝĖŅĹĝďďÚÖʦÏťʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦŅĹĝĝĶĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦûŅʦûĽʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐ·ďďťʦûĕĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦŅĝʦĶ·ĽĽʦ
through to the location of Ukrainian troops.
�÷Úʦ Ľ·ĕÚʦ 9��ʦ ĶĹÚĽĽʦ ĹÚďÚ·ĽÚʦ ĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦ ·ʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ ·ʦ ĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦ ĝïʦ �ûĹĝÏûÖŭ÷·Ėʬʦ
¤·ďÚĹťʟT·Ð÷ûĖʬʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦĶ·ĽĽûĖðʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʦˋ·ÏĝŊŅʟÐĹûŅûÐ·ďʟûĖ-
ïĹ·ĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʟï·ÐûďûŅûÚĽʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟRÚşûĽ÷ʟ�ŊŅĝĖĝĕĝŊĽʟĹÚðûĝĖ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦĶď·ĖĖûĖðʦŅĝʦðĝʦ·ÏĹĝ·Öʬʦ·ÐĸŊûĹÚʦ
Ukrainian citizenship and join the Ukrainian army. According to the Telegram channel ‘Beware 
of the News!˓ʦT·Ð÷ûĖʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦÏ·ÐČʦûĖʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦŅĝʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ
he is being held in Lefortovo remand prison. He is a scientist — a geodesist — by profession 
and his last job was at the Bastak nature reserve where he specialised in geodetic information 
systems. ‘The man supported Aleksei Navalny in his posts on social media (his data is in the leak 

22 First Department is a human rights organisation providing legal assistance to those accused of crimes 
against state security. It is the successor to �Ú·ĕʦʋʒʬʦ·Ė organisation dissolved in the summer of 2021 af-
ter its website was blocked and the Prosecutor’s dïűÐÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚÖʦûŅ contained materials from an ‘undesirable 
organisation.’ 

https://t.me/deptone/4314
https://theins.ru/news/257942
https://paperpaper.ru/ty-v-etom-cirke-kto-zhivotnoe-v-kletk/
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/ukraintsa-v-rossii-obvinyayut-gosizmena/32178180.html
www.fsb.ru/fsb/press/message/single.htm!id=10439637@fsbMessage.html
https://t.me/ostorozhno_novosti/13041
https://t.me/ostorozhno_novosti/13041
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ïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦ˒�ĕ·ĹŅʦ¤ĝŅûĖð˓ʦĽûŅÚˉʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦûĖʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽʦ·ĖÖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ÷ÚʦŊĶ-
ďĝ·ÖÚÖʦŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦĶď·ťďûĽŅʦĝĖʦ«·ĖÖÚŤʫ]ŊĽûÐʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦʎʉʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĽĝĖðĽʬ˓ʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦ
Ð÷·ĖĖÚďʦşĹûŅÚʫʦT·Ð÷ûĖ˓Ľʦ ÐûŞûÐʦ ĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦÐĝŊďÖʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ŅŅĹ·ÐŅÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ŅŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ ď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ
agents and motivated them to fabricate evidence for a prosecution. The FSB’s description 
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ·ďĽĝʦĹ·ûĽÚĽʦÖĝŊÏŅĽʫʦ9Ĺĝĕʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦŅĝʦ�ûĹĝÏûÖŭ÷·ĖʦûĽʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦʏʬʉʉʉʦČûďĝĕÚŅĹÚĽʫʦ
�÷ÚʦÐûŅťʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦWikipediaʬʦ÷·ĽʦĖĝʦşĝĹČûĖðʦÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦÚĖŅÚĹĶĹûĽÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦûŅʦûĽʦÖûïűÐŊďŅʦŅĝʦČĖĝşʦ
what exactly could be of interest there to Ukrainian intelligence.
Several cases are known in which the charges concern the passing of information to the Ukrainian 
ûĖŅÚďďûðÚĖÐÚʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ·ʦĕ·Ėʦş·ĽʦdetainedʦûĖʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺʦş÷ĝʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʬʦĶ·ĽĽÚÖʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʦïĝĹʦĕĝĖÚťʦ·ĖÖʦŊĽÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĽÚŊ-
donym ‘Archie.’ In Vladivostok a man was remanded in custody in September who allegedly 
‘űďĕÚÖʟÐĹûŅûÐ·ďʟ·ĖÖʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟûĖïĹ·ĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʟï·ÐûďûŅûÚĽʟûĖʟ}ĹûĕĝĹťÚʫ˓ʦEĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĝĶʦĕ·Ė-
ager of an aircraft factory was charged with sending blueprints of combat aircraft to Ukrainians. 
EĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦĝïʦVladislav Ponamarevʬʦ·ʦ˒ÐûŅûŭÚĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
Federation and Ukraine’ in Rostov region. The press release statedʭʦ˒EŅʟ÷·ĽʟÏÚÚĖʟÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʟŅ÷·Ņʟ
}ĝĖ·ĕ·ĹÚŞʟĶ·ĽĽÚÖʟ Ņĝʟ Ņ÷Úʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʟĽûÖÚʟÖ·Ņ·ʟĝĖʟŅ÷ÚʟÖÚĶďĝťĕÚĖŅʟĝïʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟĽÚĹŞûÐÚʟĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʟ
·ĖÖʟûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʟĝĖʟŅ÷ÚʟĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʟĝïʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟÚĸŊûĶĕÚĖŅʤʟ�Ľʟ·ʟĹÚĽŊďŅʥʟŅ÷Úʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟïĝĹÐÚĽʟ
ď·ŊĖÐ÷ÚÖʟ·ʟĕûĽĽûďÚʟĽŅĹûČÚʟĝĖʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĝĹÖûĖ·ŅÚĽʟŅ÷ÚťʟĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʟşûŅ÷ʟ·ʟAûĕ·ĹĽʟĕŊďŅûĶďÚʟď·ŊĖÐ÷ʟĹĝÐČÚŅʟ
system.’ Some of the accusations may be true and some may not. We do not have enough infor-
mation yet to be able to draw our own conclusions.
�÷ÚĹÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ďĽĝʦÏÚÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦÐĝĖűÖÚĖŅû·ďʦÐĝ˂ĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦïĝĹÚûðĖÚĹĽʦˈAr-
ticle 275.1 RCC) against Muscovite Pavel Pishchulin and St. Petersburg activist  ·ĖûûďʟTĹûĖ·Ĺû. 
�÷Úʦď·ŅŅÚĹʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦĝĖʦʋʊʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽû·ĖʦÐûŅťʦĝïʦAĹĝÖĖ·ʦ·ĖÖʦŅ·ČÚĖʦŅĝʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦ
where he was remanded in custody. In neither case is there any information about the sub-
stance of the charges (see 3.11.2. Other new prosecutions for espionage).

2.7.3. Intimidation on account of money 
transfers to Ukraine 
�ďĹÚ·ÖťʦĝĖʦʊʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ9ûĹĽŅʦ ÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦreported that Sberbank was blocking the cards of Rus-
Ľû·ĖĽʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÖĝĖ·ŅÚÖʦĕĝĖÚťʦŅĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦïĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖĽʫʦEĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʬʦ ûĖʦ·ʦďÚŅŅÚĹʦŅĝʦ·ʦÐďûÚĖŅʬʦ
the bank asked for an explanation as to the purpose of a donation to the Come Back Alive Foun-
Ö·ŅûĝĖʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚĽʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·ĹĕťʦşûŅ÷ʦÖĹĝĖÚĽʬʦÐ·ĹĽʬʦÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦÚĸŊûĶĕÚĖŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫ
�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ$ŞðÚĖťʦ�ĕûĹĖĝŞʬʦ·ʦď·şťÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ9ûĹĽŅʦ ÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʬʦsaid the FSB was con-
ducting inspections of the homes of people who had transferred money to Ukraine. At that 
ŅûĕÚʬʦ÷ÚʦČĖÚşʦĝïʦÚûð÷ŅʦĝĹʦĖûĖÚʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ˒ ĽŅ·ĹŅûĖðʟïĹĝĕʟ�Ņʤʠ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʟ·ĖÖʟÚĖÖûĖðʟûĖʟT÷·Ï·ĹĝŞĽČ.’ 
�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦ�ĕûĹĖĝŞʬʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚĽʦĽÚûŭÚÖʦÚĸŊûĶĕÚĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦŅĝĝČʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦûĖʦïĝĹʦĸŊÚĽŅûĝĖûĖðʬʦ
during which they asked about the money transfers but no criminal charges were brought. 
EĖʦ]·ťʬʦ9ûĹĽŅʦ ÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦreported that relatives of people who left Russia after such inspec-
tions had been invited for interviews with the FSB and efforts were made to persuade them 
ŅĝʦÏĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĹÚď·ŅûŞÚĽʦÏ·ÐČʦ÷ĝĕÚʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŅûĕÚʦĝïʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ9ûĹĽŅʦ ÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦČĖÚşʦĝïʦűŞÚʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ
cases. According to Agentsvoʦ̩ ˋ�ðÚĖÐťˌˍʬʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦş·ĽʦÚŤÚĹŅÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĝïʦ·ʦťĝŊĖðʦşĝĕ·Ėʦ

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%91%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B6%D0%B0%D0%BD
https://t.me/tvrain/56947
https://t.me/tvrain/57685
https://t.me/tvrain/57655
www.fsb.ru/fsb/press/message/single.htm!id=10439637@fsbMessage.html
https://t.me/deptone/2886
https://t.me/mozhemobyasnit/11921
https://t.me/deptone/3131
https://www.agents.media/fsb-vozvrashaet-uekhavshikh/
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who left Russia back in 2021 and had made one donation from a Russian card to the Come Back 
�ďûŞÚʦ9ĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ�÷Úʦ9��ʦ·ĽČÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚÐŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖûŞÚĹĽûŅťʦş÷ÚĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ·Ŋð÷Ņʦ
for a character reference. She herself was summoned to the FSB where she was promised that 
9��ʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦşĝŊďÖʦ·ŅŅÚĖÖʦ÷ÚĹʦÐď·ĽĽÚĽʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĝŊŅĽûÖÚĹĽʦÖûÖʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦ·ŅŅÚĖÖûĖðʦ÷ÚĹʦÐď·ĽĽÚĽʫ
EĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĕĕÚĹʬʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĕ·ĽĽʦĕÚÖû·ʦ·ďĽĝʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦĝĖʦş·ĹĖûĖðĽʦŅĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖĽʦş÷ĝʦŅĹ·ĖĽ-
ïÚĹĹÚÖʦĕĝĖÚťʦŅĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦEĖʦRŊďťʬʦ�E�ʦ^ĝŞĝĽŅûʦĽ÷ĝşÚÖʦfootageʦĝïʦ·Ėʦ9��ʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦűďĕʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ
a man was read a document saying that the transfer of money to the Come Back Alive Founda-
tion ‘ÐĹÚ·ŅÚĽʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʟïĝĹʟÐĝĕĕûŅŅûĖð˓ʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʫʦEĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦş·ĹĖûĖðĽʦşÚĹÚʦissued 
to two more men and one woman.
�÷ÚĹÚʦ ûĽʦ·ĽʦťÚŅʦĖĝʦĶŊÏďûÐʦ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖĽʦ ïĝĹʦűĖ·ĖÐûĖðʦ
the Ukrainian military in 2022.

2.7.4. Prosecutions on charges of sabotage 
EŅʦûĽʦÚŞÚĖʦĕĝĹÚʦÖûïűÐŊďŅʦŅĝʦÖĹ·şʦ·ĖʦĝÏĉÚÐŅûŞÚʦĶûÐŅŊĹÚʦĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦûĽʦûĖ-
tended to reduce the combat effectiveness of the Russian army than in the case of treason. 
¤ÚĹťʦĝïŅÚĖʬʦûŅʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦČĖĝşĖʦ÷ĝşʦĕ·ĖťʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ·ĹÚʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅûĖðʦĽ·Ïĝ-
tage or the nature of the evidence for these charges. Nor is it known which accidents precisely 
şÚĹÚʦ·ʦĹÚĽŊďŅʦĝïʦŅ·ĹðÚŅÚÖʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚʦÏťʦĽ·ÏĝŅÚŊĹĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦşÚĹÚʦÐ·ŊĽÚÖʦÏťʦĽ·ïÚŅťʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʦ
or other causes. Government authorities may have a vested interest in passing off successful 
·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦ·ĖÖʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ·Ľʦ·ÐÐûÖÚĖŅĽʬʦĽûĖÐÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹşûĽÚʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐĝŊďÖʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅÚĖʦŅĝʦÖÚĕĝĹ·ďûĽÚʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅ-
ÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ·ĖÖʬʦÐĝĖŞÚĹĽÚďťʬʦûĖĽĶûĹÚʦĝĶĶĝĖÚĖŅĽʫ
According to estimates by The InsiderʬʦʏʌʦïĹÚûð÷ŅʦŅĹ·ûĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚĹ·ûďÚÖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦ
·ĖÖʦRŊĖÚʦʋʉʋʋʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĽʦĝĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ÷·ďïʦŅûĕÚĽʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦĶÚĹûĝÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽʦťÚ·Ĺʫʦ
�Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ľ·ĕÚʦ ŅûĕÚʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ðÚĝðĹ·Ķ÷ûÐ·ďʦ ĽĶĹÚ·Öʦ ĝïʦ ·ÐÐûÖÚĖŅĽʦ Ľ÷ûïŅÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ÚʦşÚĽŅʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝŊĖŅĹťʬʦ
and in some cases derailments occurred near military units. The involvement of saboteurs 
in the crashes was periodically claimed by various anonymous Telegram channels. It is also 
ĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦĽĝĕÚʦûĖÖŊĽŅĹû·ďʦűĹÚĽʬʦÚŤĶďĝĽûĝĖĽʦ·ŅʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦş·ĹÚ÷ĝŊĽÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʬʦÐĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦ·ʦĹÚ-
sult of sabotage.
Sometimes government agencies have publicly admitted that the destruction of infrastructure 
ş·Ľʦ ûĖŅÚĖŅûĝĖ·ďʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦTŊĹĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʦ:ĝŞÚĹĖĝĹʦ�ĝĕ·Ėʦ�Ņ·ĹĝŞĝûŅʦwrote on 1 May that 
·ʦĹ·ûďş·ťʦÏĹûÖðÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĝĖʦÐĝďď·ĶĽÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĽŊďŅʦĝïʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅ-
tee opened a criminal investigation into the bridge’s collapse.
�Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ľ·ĕÚʦ ŅûĕÚʬʦ ď·şʦ ÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʬʦ ĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝĖŅĹ·Ĺťʬʦĕ·ťʦ ĝŞÚĹÚĽŅûĕ·ŅÚʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĖŊĕ-
ber of sabotage incidents in an effort to improve their crime statistics (where the alleged 
crimes of sabotage are either successfully ‘prevented’ or ‘solved’). Our experience of many 
ťÚ·ĹĽʦ ĝïʦĕĝĖûŅĝĹûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ 9��˓Ľʦ ÐĝŊĖŅÚĹ˂ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦ Ð·ĕĶ·ûðĖĽʦ Ľ÷ĝşĽʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ûŅĽʦ ĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ ĶÚĹûĝÖû-
cally fabricate criminal cases in their reporting on crime prevention both to their superiors 
·ĖÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐʫʦ�÷Úʦ9��˓ĽʦĖÚÚÖʦïĝĹʦ˒ĽŊÐÐÚĽĽ˓ʦďÚ·ÖĽʦŅĝʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅ-
ical prisoners recognised by Memorial includes a number of individuals falsely accused of pre-
paring terrorist attacks (probably both for the purposes of propaganda as well as for the sake 
of ‘improving’ FSB crime statistics).

https://t.me/rian_ru/169765http://
https://t.me/rian_ru/174928
https://theins.ru/politika/252389
https://theins.ru/politika/252389
https://t.me/gubernator_46/434
https://sledcom.ru/news/item/1679850/
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}ÚĹûĝÖûÐ·ďďťʬʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚŞÚĖŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ����ʦpub-
lished a report that two ‘supporters of Ukrainian Nazis’ had been detained in Belgorod region 
·ĽʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʦŅĝʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ·ʦĹ·ûďş·ťʦďûĖÚʫʦEĖʦ¤ĝĹĝĖÚŭ÷ʦĹÚðûĝĖʦûĖʦ̂ ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ˒ ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʦ
ĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďûĽŅĽ˓ʦşÚĹÚʦČûďďÚÖʬʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦŅ÷ÚťʦŊĽÚÖʦşÚ·ĶĝĖĽʦûĖʦĹÚĽûĽŅûĖðʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʫʦ
�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʦclaimed they had prevented an attempt to sabotage 
military and energy facilities. The Russian security services are notorious for their practice 
ĝïʦČûďďûĖðʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŅûĕÚʦĝïʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦĝïűÐû·ďďťʦÖÚÐď·ĹûĖðʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦČûďďÚÖʦ
şÚĹÚʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅĽʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĝĶÚĖÚÖʦűĹÚʬʦïĝĹÐûĖðʦŅ÷ÚĕʦŅĝʦĹÚŅŊĹĖʦűĹÚʫʦ�÷ûĽʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦ
ĶĹûĕ·ĹûďťʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ^ĝĹŅ÷ʦ�·ŊÐ·ĽŊĽʬʦÏŊŅʦ÷·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦ÷·ĶĶÚĖÚÖʦûĖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦˈïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ
in Nizhny Novgorod). There is a high probability that similar methods are used in combating 
Ľ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʬʦĝĹʦûĖʦûĕûŅ·ŅûĖðʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʫ
W·şʦ ÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦ ·ďĽĝʦ ÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹʦ ·Ľʦ Ľ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ ûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʦ ĖĝŅʦ Ņĝʦ ÖÚĹ·ûďʦ ŅĹ·ûĖĽʬʦ
ÏŊŅʦĝĖďťʦŅĝʦÖÚď·ťʦŅ÷ÚĕʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĽʦûĖĽŅ·ďďûĖðʦ·ʦĉŊĕĶÚĹʦĽşûŅÐ÷ʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦĹ·ûďĽʦŅĝʦŅĹûððÚĹʦ·ʦĹÚÖʦĽÚĕ·-
Ķ÷ĝĹÚʦĽûðĖ·ďʫʦEĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʬʦVladlen Menshikov is accused in Sverdlovsk region of attempted sab-
otage (Article 281 RCC in conjunction with Article 30, Part 3, RCC) for such actions. In September 
÷Úʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝĹÖÚĹʬʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦûĖʦ$Č·ŅÚĹûĖÏŊĹðʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦ ÚÐÚĕ-
ÏÚĹʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÐĝĖűÖÚĖŅû·ďʦÐĝĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦĖ·ĕÚďťʦŅ÷Úʦ9ĹÚÚʦ�ŊĽ-
sia Legion (Article 275.1 RCCˉʫʦTĝĕĕÚĹĽ·ĖŅʬʦÐûŅûĖðʦ·ʦĽĝŊĹÐÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʬʦ
wroteʭʦ˒�÷ÚʟÐĝĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟûĽʟÐĝĖűĹĕÚÖʟÏťʟŅ÷Úʟï·ÐŅʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ÚťʦˌŅ÷Úʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅĝĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦ
channel which publishes information about the Legion] ŊĽÚÖʟ÷ûĽʟĶ÷ĝŅĝʟĹÚĶĝĹŅʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʟ
Ð÷·ĖĖÚďʥʟûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʟˉĶ·ĽŅûĖðˊʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟďĝðĝʟĝĖŅĝʟûŅ.’
�÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦĹÚĶÚ·ŅÚÖďťʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦ·ĽʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʫʦEĖʦĶ·ĹŅʬʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ
ĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦĽûĕûď·Ĺʬʦ·ĽʦŅ÷Úťʦ·ďĽĝʦûĖŞĝďŞÚʦÚŤĶďĝĽûĝĖĽʬʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÖÚĽŅĹŊÐŅûŞÚʦ·ÐŅĽʫʦAĝşÚŞ-
ÚĹʬʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʬʦ·ĽʦÖÚűĖÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʬʦûĽʦ·ûĕÚÖʦ·ŅʦÖÚĽŅ·ÏûďûĽûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ
·ĖÖʦĽÚÐŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŅ·ČûĖðʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖĽʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊĹĶĝĽÚʦĝïʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ
is to undermine Russia’s economic security and defence capability. The Investigative Com-
ĕûŅŅÚÚʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÏĝŞÚ˂ĕÚĖŅûĝĖÚÖʦÖÚĽŅĹŊÐŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦĹ·ûďş·ťʦÏĹûÖðÚʦûĖʦTŊĹĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ
·ŅŅ·ÐČʬʦ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦşÚĹÚʦĖĝʦÐ·ĽŊ·ďŅûÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊĹĶĝĽÚʦĝïʦÖ·ĕ·ðûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĹ·ûďş·ťʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝĹ-
ÖÚĹʦĹÚðûĝĖʦş·ĽʦĕĝĽŅʦďûČÚďťʦŅĝʦÐĝĕĶďûÐ·ŅÚʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹ·ĖĽĶĝĹŅʦĽŊĶĶďťʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĕťʬʦĹ·Ņ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷·ĖʦŅĝʦûĖ-
timidate the public and the authorities. Four students from Ufa were charged with committing 
a terrorist act in an organised group (Article 205, Part 2 (a), RCCˉʦ ïĝĹʦ ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦ ĽÚŅŅûĖðʦűĹÚʦ
to a control centre for controlling the supply of electricity and four relay points on the rail-
ş·ťʫʦ 9ûĖ·ďďťʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦ ï·ĕĝŊĽʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ ĝïʦ ŅĹÚ·ŅûĖðʦ Ľ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ ·Ľʦ ·ʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ ·ÐŅʦş·Ľʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ
Ð·ĽÚʦ ĝĶÚĖÚÖʦ ĹÚð·ĹÖûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÚŤĶďĝĽûĝĖʦĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ĖʦÏĹûÖðÚʦ ĝĖʦ ʑʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ĹÚĽŊďŅÚÖʦ
ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÖÚ·Ņ÷Ľʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÖĹûŞÚĹʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŅĹŊÐČʬʦ ş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦ ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ ş·Ľʦ Ð·ĹĹť-
ûĖðʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝïʦ ŅşĝʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ ûĖʦ·ʦĶ·ĽĽûĖðʦĶ·ĽĽÚĖðÚĹʦÐ·Ĺʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·Ľʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹŅû·ďʦÐĝďď·ĶĽÚʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹĝ·ÖÏÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏŊĹĖûĖðʦĝïʦş·ðĝĖĽʦĝïʦ·ʦðĝĝÖĽʦŅĹ·ûĖʫʦ�÷ÚʦÏĹûÖðÚʦïĹĝĕʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·ĹʦĹÚðûĝĖʦ
Ņĝʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦûĽʦ·ĖʦûĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅʦÚďÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦŅĹ·ĖĽĶĝĹŅʦûĖïĹ·ĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĹÚïĝĹÚʦÏďĝş-
ûĖðʦûŅʦŊĶʦï·ďďĽʦĕĝĹÚʦşûŅ÷ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚűĖûŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʫ
�÷Úʦ ÖûïïÚĹÚĖÐÚʦ ÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ ïĝĹʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ ·ÐŅĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ľ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ ûĽʦ Ľĕ·ďďʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ûĖʦ ŅÚĹĕĽʦ
of the penalties and the level of secrecy of the investigation are comparable. Practically the only 
advantage for the authorities in classifying sabotage as a terrorist act is that it makes it pos-
ĽûÏďÚʦ Ņĝʦ ûĖûŅû·ŅÚʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ ĶĹĝÐÚÚÖûĖðĽʦ ïĝĹʦ ûŅĽʦ ĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ EĖʦ ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦ ·ʦ Ð÷·ĹðÚʦĝïʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦ
may provoke a more negative public reaction than a charge of sabotage. Nikita Tushkanov from 
Syktyvkar (see The severity of repression) and dďÚĽť·ʟTĹûŞŅĽĝŞ·ʬʦ·ʦĽŅŊÖÚĖŅʦïĹĝĕʦ�ĹČ÷·ĖðÚďĽČʬʦ

https://t.me/tass_agency/130299
https://t.me/tass_agency/130299
https://ria.ru/20221123/diversiya-1833730021.html
https://koza.press/analytics/2287?fbclid=IwAR0CSKj1fSg6PrLg4kfxVBa5m-Y-4bGbWcjHD-PTDIVXUj7Ot7no7o0vRVs
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5756886
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5650347


83

who was bannedʦ ïĹĝĕʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ·ĹÚʦÏÚûĖðʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·-
tion of terrorism (Article 205.2, Part 2, RCC) for statements they made about the explosion 
ĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ�ĹûÖðÚʬ
EĖʦ  ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �Ņ·ŅÚʦ  Ŋĕ·ʦ ĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅďťʦ ÚŤĶ·ĖÖÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ ď·şʦ ĝĖʦ Ľ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʬʦ Ņ·ČûĖðʦ
·Ľʦ·ʦĕĝÖÚďʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĝĖʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦ·ÖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʭʦArticle 281.1, 
RCCʦ̍ ˒9·ÐûďûŅ·ŅûĖðʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʬʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʬʦûĖŞĝďŞÚĕÚĖŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĕ-
ĕûĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʬʦĶĹÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦïĝĹʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʬʦűĖ·ĖÐûĖðʬʦÐĝĕĶďûÐûŅťʬʦĝĹð·Ė-
ûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚ˓ˉʬʦArticle 281.2 RCC (‘Receiving training for the purpose of committing sab-
otage’) and Article 281.3 RCC (‘Organisation of and participation in a sabotage group’). Almost 
·ďďʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦďûïÚʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʬʦş÷ûďÚʦïĝĹʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦ·ʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ
group (Article 281.3, Part 2, RCC) the maximum penalty is ten years’ imprisonment.
EŅʦûĽʦşĝĹŅ÷ʦĖĝŅûĖðʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦðĹĝŊĶʬʦ·ĽʦÖÚűĖÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʬʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦ·ʦðĹĝŊĶʦÐ·Ĺ-
ĹťûĖðʦĝŊŅʦĝĹʦĶď·ĖĖûĖðʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦ·ʦðĹĝŊĶʦĝïʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦŊĖûŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦ˒ĝŅ÷ÚĹʟÐĹûĕÚĽʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟĶŊĹ-
ĶĝĽÚĽʟĝïʟĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʥʟĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʟĝïʟĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʫ˓ʦ�ûĖÐÚʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦ
ĝïʦ Ľ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ Ņ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝŅʦťÚŅʦ ĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦÐĹûĕÚʬʦ ûŅʦ ûĽʦÖûïűÐŊďŅʦ·ŅʦĶĹÚĽÚĖŅʦ ŅĝʦČĖĝşʦ
what the intention of this legislation is in terms of the kinds of crime that can be committed 
Ïťʦ·ʦðĹĝŊĶʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊĹĶĝĽÚĽʦĝïʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦ·ĖÖʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦ˒ Ðĝĕ-
ĕûŅŅûĖðʟ·ĖʟĝïïÚĖÐÚʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟĶŊĹĶĝĽÚĽʟĝïʟĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʥʟĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʟĝïʟĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚ’ has been 
included in the list of aggravating circumstances (Article 63 RCCˉʫʦEĖÖûĹÚÐŅďťʬʦŅ÷ûĽʦĕ·ťʦûĖÖûÐ·ŅÚʦ
that the state sees a serious threat in the development of sabotage activities and the growth 
ĝïʦûŅĽʦĶĝĶŊď·ĹûŅťʬʦ·ĖÖʬʦûĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦûĽʦĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖʦïĝĹʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅûĖðʦ·ʦş÷ĝďÚʦĽÚĹûÚĽʦĝïʦÐ·Ľ-
es against real and imaginary saboteurs.

ʋʫʑʫʦ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦĹÚïŊĽ·ďʦŅĝʦűð÷Ņʦ
2.8.1. Prosecutions on charges of sabotage 
�ťʦʋʊʦRŊďťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ¤ÚĹĽŅČ·ʦhad found information in open sources about at least 
ʊʬʐʒʌʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦűð÷ŅʦûĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ�ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʋʌʍʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦşÚĹÚʦ
unlawfully imprisoned in the Luhansk region of Ukraine (see 2.8.3. Institutional violence against 
those who refused to űð÷Ņˉʫʦ�÷Úʦ ĹÚĽŅʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÏďÚʦ Ņĝʦ ĹÚŅŊĹĖʦ÷ĝĕÚʦ Ņĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ ·ĖĖÚŤÚÖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦ
or de facto occupied South Ossetia. Some may have subsequently ended up back in the war. 
‘EĖʟŅ÷ÚʟŊĶĽ÷ĝŅʥʟĽĝĕÚʟĶÚĝĶďÚʟĹÚĽûðĖÚÖʥʟ·ĖÖʟĽĝĕÚʥʟŊĖÖÚĹʟĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʟïĹĝĕʟĹÚď·ŅûŞÚĽʟ·ĖÖʟďĝÐ·ďʟ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʥʟ
şÚĹÚʟĹÚûĖĽŅ·ŅÚÖʟ·ĖÖʟ·ïŅÚĹʟ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟşÚĖŅʟÏ·ÐČʟŅĝʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬ˓ʦ�÷Úʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ�ûĕÚĽ˓ʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĽÚĹ-
vice reportedʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅʦĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʦş÷ĝʦĹÚŅŊĹĖÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʦŅĝʦ�ŊûĖ·ČĽČʬʦÐûŅûĖðʦ·Ėʦ·ĖĝĖ-
ymous human rights activist from Dagestan.
It is publicly known that 300 Dagestani contract soldiers returned from the war. There 
ş·Ľʦ·ʦď·ĹðÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦ˒ĹÚïŊĽÚĖûČĽ˓ʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦʍŅ÷ʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖĽʦ]ûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ�·ĽÚʬʦĽŅ·ŅûĝĖÚÖʦûĖʦ�ĝŊŅ÷ʦdĽĽÚŅ-
û·ʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·Ľʦ·ĕĝĖðʦĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʦĝïʦ�Ņ·ŞĹĝĶĝďʬʦ�ŊĹť·Ņû·ʦ·ĖÖʦT·Ï·ĹÖûĖĝ˂�·ďČ·Ĺû·ʫʦ
�ĝĕÚʦĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦűð÷ŅʦĽĝĝĖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦş÷ÚĖʦŅ÷ÚťʦĹÚ·ďûĽÚÖʦ
Ņ÷Úťʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĽÚĖŅʦĖĝŅʦĝĖʦÚŤÚĹÐûĽÚĽʦÏŊŅʦĝĖʦĹÚ·ďʦÐĝĕÏ·ŅʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ

https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#23-1-19:~:text=8%20%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%82%D0%B0%20%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%82%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%BE.-,%D0%9E%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%8F%20%D0%9A%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B2%D1%86%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0,-%2C%20%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%BA%D0%B0%20%D0%A1%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE%20(%D0%90%D1%80%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE
https://verstka.media/v-plenu-u-sobstvennoy-armii/
https://www.moscowtimes.ru/2022/07/18/tisyachi-rossiiskih-voennih-pitayutsya-uvolitsya-iz-armii-a22360
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publication Grati reported that about 80 marines from annexed Crimea had returned home 
in February and Pskov gubernia reported that about 60 military service personnel from Psk-
ov were withdrawn to Belarus a few days after the war started. Other contract soldiers left 
�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ·ïŅÚĹʦĽÚĹŞûĖðʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĕĝĖŅ÷ʦĝĹʦĕĝĹÚʫʦ�Ľʦ·ʦĹŊďÚʬʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦĹÚïŊĽ·ďʦŅĝʦűð÷ŅʦşÚĹÚʦÐûŅÚÖʦ
·ĽʦŅ÷Úʦď·ĹðÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÖÚ·Ņ÷ĽʬʦĶĝĝĹʦĶď·ĖĖûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʬ˓ʦĶĝĝĹʦĶĹĝŞûĽûĝĖʦĝïʦĽŊĶ-
ĶďûÚĽʬʦ ď·ÐČʦĝïʦĕÚÖûÐ·ďʦÐ·ĹÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦïĹĝĽŅÏûŅÚʫʦ�ĝĕÚʦ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖʦĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʬʦ ĹÚ·ďûĽûĖðʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦ
ðĝûĖðʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĽÚĖŅʦŅĝʦş·ĹʬʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦðĝʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĕûĽĽûĝĖʫ
]ûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ ĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦ ĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʬʦ ş÷ĝʦ ş·ĖŅÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ĹÚĸŊÚĽŅʦ ·ʦ ÖûĽÐ÷·ĹðÚʬʦ ï·ÐÚÖʦ ĶÚĹĽŊ·ĽûĝĖʬʦ Ņ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʬʦ
ÏŊĹÚ·ŊÐĹ·ŅûÐʦ ĝÏĽŅ·ÐďÚĽʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ şÚĹÚʦ ĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ĶŊÏďûÐʦ ÷Ŋĕûďû·ŅûĝĖʫʦ 9ĝĹʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ ĶĝĹŅĹ·ûŅĽʦ
of the ‘disgraced’ were put up in military units on a stand entitled ‘�÷ÚťʟĹÚïŊĽÚÖʟŅĝʟïŊďűďʟÐĝĕÏ·Ņʟ
missions’ and on a ‘poster of disgrace.’ The project ‘An Appeal to Conscience’ told about letters 
ĽÚĖŅʦŅĝʦĖÚûð÷ÏĝŊĹĽʦĝïʦ·ʦĶ·Ĺ·ŅĹĝĝĶÚĹʦş÷ĝʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚŅŅÚĹ˓Ľʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹʬʦ˒÷·ÖʟÏÚÐĝĕÚʟÐĝş·ĹÖ-
ďťʥʟş·Ľʟ·ïĹ·ûÖʟïĝĹʟ÷ûĽʟďûïÚˌʟ·ĖÖʟˋďÚïŅʟŅ÷Úʟ·ĹÚ·ʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĽĶÚÐû·ďʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʟ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûĽ·ŅûĝĖ.’ 
It became well-known that in some regions the military IDs of contract soldiers who refused 
Ņĝʦűð÷Ņʦ ûĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦşÚĹÚʦĽŅ·ĕĶÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĶ÷Ĺ·ĽÚĽʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·Ľʭʦ ˒}ĹĝĖÚʟ Ņĝʟ ďûÚĽʟ·ĖÖʟÖÚÐÚûŅˌʟ·ĖÖʟ ˋ}ĹĝĖÚʟ
ŅĝʟŅĹÚ·Ð÷ÚĹťʥʟďûÚĽʟ·ĖÖʟÖÚÐÚûŅʫ˓ʦ�ŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʬʦÚŞÚĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʦûĖʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦŅşĝʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ
this practice as illegal.
EŅʦş·Ľʦ Ņ÷ÚĝĹÚŅûÐ·ďďťʦÚ·ĽûÚĹʦ ïĝĹʦ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦ Ņĝʦ ĹÚïŊĽÚʦ Ņĝʦűð÷Ņʬʦ ĽûĖÐÚʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ
Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ď·şʦ ˒dĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖʦ�ĹĝĝĶĽʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ 9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʬ˓ʦ Ņ÷Úťʦ ·ĹÚʦ ĖĝŅʦ ĝÏďûðÚÖʦ
Ņĝʦ Ņ·ČÚʦ Ķ·ĹŅʦ ûĖʦ ÐĝĕÏ·Ņʦ ĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ ĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦ �ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ �ŊŅʦd]d^ʦ ˌĹûĝŅʟ ĶĝďûÐÚˍʦ ĝïűÐÚĹĽʦş÷ĝʦ ĹÚ-
turned from the war without authorisation or who refused to go to the war were usually ac-
ÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦï·ûďûĖðʦŅĝʦïŊďűďʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦ·ĽĽûðĖĕÚĖŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦşÚĹÚʦÖûĽĕûĽĽÚÖʫʦ�ĝĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʬʦÏÚďûÚŞûĖðʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦÖûĽĕûĽĽ·ďʦŅĝʦÏÚʦŊĖï·ûĹʬʦ÷·ŞÚʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦĽÚÐŊĹÚʦĹÚûĖĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅʦŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ
is no record of any such cases being won.
EĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŊĕĕÚĹʬʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦÏÚð·Ėʦ ŅĝʦÏÚʦĶ·ĽĽÚÖʦĝĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝŅʦ ĹÚĽûðĖÚÖʦ
ûĖʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖ·ĖÐÚʦşûŅ÷ʦÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦĶĹĝÐÚÖŊĹÚʬʦÏŊŅʦ÷·ÖʦŲÚÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦŊĖûŅʦĝĹʦĶď·ÐÚʦĝïʦÖÚĶďĝť-
ment after the start of the full-scale invasion of Ukraine. Mediazona analysed the information 
ĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦşÚÏĽûŅÚĽʦĝïʦð·ĹĹûĽĝĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦÖûĽÐĝŞÚĹÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʬʦĽŅ·ĹŅûĖðʦïĹĝĕʦ]·ťʬʦ
the courts began receiving more criminal cases for the offence of unauthorized abandonment 
of place of service (Article 337 RCC) than a year earlier. The highest number of cases was re-
ÐÚûŞÚÖʦûĖʦRŊďťʦ·Ņʦ·ʦďÚŞÚďʦ·ĶĶĹĝŤûĕ·ŅÚďťʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦŅûĕÚĽʦ÷ûð÷ÚĹʦŅ÷·ĖʦûĖʦRŊďťʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ�ûĖÐÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖĽʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦČûĖÖʦŊĽŊ·ďďťʦŅ·ČÚʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʬʦ ûŅʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦ·ĽĽŊĕÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦ
of prosecutions began after 24 February. Having studied 490 sentences for this offence pub-
ďûĽ÷ÚÖʦ·Ľʦĝïʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ]ÚÖû·ŭĝĖ·ʦïĝŊĖÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦʍʉʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĝĶÚĹ·-
ŅûĝĖʬ˓ʦş÷ûďÚʦ·ďďʦĹÚďÚŞ·ĖŅʦÖÚŅ·ûďĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÖÚďÚŅÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦĕĝĽŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʫ
AÚĹÚʦ·ĹÚʦĽĝĕÚʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚĽʦĝïʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦïĝĹʦŲÚÚûĖðʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʦÏÚ-
ïĝĹÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦş·Ľʦ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʭ

• ûĖʦRŊďťʦûĖʦ}ĽČĝŞʬʦEďť·ʟTĝĖĝĖĝŞʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦďÚïŅʦ÷ûĽʦŊĖûŅʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦïĝŊĖÖʦ·Ņʦ÷ûĽʦĶď·ÐÚʦ
ĝïʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖÐÚʬʦş·Ľʦsentenced to a restriction on military service for one year with a de-
duction of 10 percent of his allowance to the state;

• ûĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦMikhail Guryanovʬʦş÷ĝʦŲÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦ÷ûĽʦŊĖûŅʦĝĖʦʏʦ�ĶĹûďʦ·ĖÖʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦ}ĽČ-
ĝŞʦĝĖʦʋʎʦ]·ťʬʦş·ĽʦðûŞÚĖʦ·ʦĝĖÚ˂ťÚ·Ĺʦsuspended sentence;

• ûĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ ûĖʦ�÷Úďť·ÏûĖĽČʬʦDaniil Belorusovʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦďÚïŅʦ÷ûĽʦŊĖûŅʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚŅŊĹĖÚÖʦ÷ĝĕÚʦ

https://t.me/graty_me/4458
https://t.me/guberniaband/3152
https://t.me/radiosvoboda/24612
https://web.archive.org/web/20220617194732/https:/t.me/military_ombudsmen/171
https://t.me/peaceplea/149
https://zona.media/article/2022/12/16/500
https://gvs--psk.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=sud_delo&srv_num=1&name_op=doc&number=37535176&delo_id=1540006&new=0&text_number=1
https://gvs--psk.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=sud_delo&srv_num=1&name_op=doc&number=39212854&delo_id=1540006&new=0&text_number=1
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ûĖʦ]·ťʦ ·ĖÖʦ ŞĝďŊĖŅ·Ĺûďťʦ ·ĶĶÚ·ĹÚÖʦ ·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ ÖÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦ ûĖʦ RŊĖÚʬʦş·Ľʦ ðûŞÚĖʦ
a one-year suspended sentence;

• in October in Moscow region �ĝĕ·ĖʟT·Ľ÷Ņ·ČĝŞ was given a two-year suspended sen-
tenceʦïĝĹʦĖĝŅʦĹÚŅŊĹĖûĖðʦïĹĝĕʦďÚ·ŞÚʦ·ïŅÚĹʦʌʦRŊďťʮ

• in December in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk TĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅûĖʟ�·ĖĖûČĝŞ was sentenced to three years 
ûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʬʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦŲÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦŊĖûŅʦûĖʦ�ÚďðĝĹĝÖʦĹÚðûĝĖʦĝĖʦʋʍʦRŊďťʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦʌʊʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦ
was found in a Sakhalin regional hospital with alcohol poisoning.

In none of these cases is there any information that the ‘refuseniks’ rejected the war in princi-
ĶďÚʫʦ�Ľʦ·ʦĹŊďÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦŅûĹÚÖʦĝïʦÐĝĕÏ·Ņʬʦ˒ÖûÖʟĖĝŅʟş·ĖŅʟŅĝʟÚĖ-
ÖŊĹÚʟŅ÷Úʟ÷·ĹÖĽ÷ûĶĽʟ·ĖÖʟÖÚĶĹûŞ·ŅûĝĖĽ˓ʦĝïʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫ
�÷ÚʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĕ·Ėʦş÷ĝʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦş·ĖŅʦŅĝʦűð÷Ņʦ ûĽʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦ ûĖʦĕĝĹÚʦÖÚ-
tail in the verdict handed down in the case of EŞ·ĖʟTĹ·ŞÐ÷ÚĖČĝʬʦş÷ĝʦŲÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦűÚďÖʦÐ·ĕĶʦ
ĝĖʦʎʦ�ĶĹûďʦ·ĖÖʦŞĝďŊĖŅ·ĹûďťʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĕĕ·ĖÖ·ĖŅ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦûĖʦdĹÚĖÏŊĹðʦĹÚðûĝĖʦĝĖʦʊʐʦ]·ťʭʦ
‘dĖʟʄʅʟ]·ĹÐ÷ʟʄʂʄʄʥʟş÷ûďÚʟĕĝŞûĖðʟ·ĽʟĶ·ĹŅʟĝïʟ·ʟÐĝĖŞĝťʥʟŅ÷ÚťʟÐ·ĕÚʟŊĖÖÚĹʟűĹÚʥʟ·Ľʟ·ʟĹÚĽŊďŅʟĝïʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟ
÷ûĽʟŞÚ÷ûÐďÚʟş·ĽʟÖ·ĕ·ðÚÖʟ·ĖÖʟĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʟÐ·Ŋð÷ŅʟűĹÚʤʟdĖʟʄʇʟ]·ĹÐ÷ʟʄʂʄʄʥʟ÷ÚʟĹÚŅŊĹĖÚÖʟŅĝʟ·ʟűÚďÖʟ
Ð·ĕĶʟďĝÐ·ŅÚÖʟ ʤʤʤʤʟ¥÷ûďÚʟ·ŅʟŅ÷ÚʟűÚďÖʟÐ·ĕĶʥʟŅ÷ÚĹÚʟşÚĹÚʟĹŊĕĝŊĹĽʟ·ĕĝĖðĽŅʟŅ÷ÚʟĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷Úťʟ
şĝŊďÖʟĽĝĝĖʟÏÚʟĽÚĖŅʟÏ·ÐČʟ·ð·ûĖʟŅĝʟÐĹĝĽĽʟĝŞÚĹʟŅ÷ÚʟÏĝĹÖÚĹʟûĖŅĝʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʤʟAÚʟÖÚÐûÖÚÖʟïĝĹʟ÷ûĕĽÚďïʟŅ÷·Ņʟ
÷ÚʟÖûÖʟĖĝŅʟş·ĖŅʟŅĝʟŅ·ČÚʟĶ·ĹŅʟûĖʟŅ÷Úʟ÷ĝĽŅûďûŅûÚĽʟÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʟ÷ÚʟïÚ·ĹÚÖʟïĝĹʟ÷ûĽʟďûïÚʟ·ĖÖʟ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʤ’
EŅʦûĽʦşĝĹŅ÷ʦĖĝŅûĖðʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷·ŅʦûïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐĹûŅûÐ·ďʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʬʦŅ÷ÚťʦĶĹĝÏ·ÏďťʦşĝŊďÖʦ
have concealed this at trial so as not to aggravate their situation.
One conviction for evasion of military service by self-injury (Article 339, Part 2, RCC) is also 
known. On 6 October Grozny garrison court sentenced Daniil Nosov to two years in a general 
ĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ^ĝĽĝŞʦÖÚďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚďťʦÚŤĶďĝÖÚÖʦ·ʦðĹÚĖ·ÖÚʦ
ûĖʦ÷ûĽʦ÷·ĖÖʬʦĹÚĽŊďŅûĖðʦûĖʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦűĖðÚĹĽʦÏÚûĖðʦŅĝĹĖʦĝïïʫ

2.8.2. Institutional persecution of those who 
ĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦűð÷Ņʦ·ïŅÚĹʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦÏÚð·Ėʦ
�ûĖÐÚʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦʋʊʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹûÐÚʦĝïʦĹÚïŊĽûĖðʦŅĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚʦ
ûĖʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ÷·ĽʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅďťʫʦ9ûĹĽŅʬʦ}ŊŅûĖ˓Ľʦdecree extended the validity of military service 
ÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅĽʦŊĖŅûďʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ ĶÚĹûĝÖʦĝïʦĶ·ĹŅû·ďʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦş÷ÚĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦşûďďʦÚĖÖʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦČĖĝşĖʫʦ
 ûĽÐ÷·ĹðÚʦÖŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĶÚĹûĝÖʦûĽʦĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦĝĖďťʦŊĶĝĖʦĹÚ·Ð÷ûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·ðÚʦďûĕûŅʬʦĹÚÐĝðĖûŅûĝĖʦ
ÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĕÚÖûÐ·ďʦÐĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖʦ·ĽʦŊĖűŅʦïĝĹʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʬʦĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖŅĹťʦûĖŅĝʦïĝĹÐÚʦĝïʦ·ʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʫʦ
 ûĽÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦïĝĹʦï·ĕûďťʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʬʦï·ûďŊĹÚʦŅĝʦïŊďűďʦ·ʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝʦďĝĖðÚĹʦĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʫʦ
�ÚÐĝĖÖʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚÖʦĕŊÐ÷ʦĽÚŞÚĹÚĹʦĶÚĖ·ďŅûÚĽʦïĝĹʦŊĖ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûĽÚÖʦ·Ï·ĖÖĝĖĕÚĖŅʦ
of a unit or place of service (Article 337 RCC) and desertion (Article 338 RCC) if committed during 
ĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦˈĽÚÚʦ�·ÏďÚʦʋʫʎˉʫʦ¥÷ûďÚʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦïĝĹʦŲÚÚûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦş·ĽʦĹ·ĹÚʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·-
ŅûĝĖʬʦûŅʦ÷·ĽʦĽûĖÐÚʦÏÚÐĝĕÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖďťʦĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʫʦEĖʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʋʌʬʦŅ÷Úʦ���ʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ÚĹŞûÐÚʦ
counted 16 convictions under the new article on unauthorised abandonment of a unit during 
mobilisation for more than a month (Article 337, Part 5, RCCˉʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ďďʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ
Ņĝʦ·ʦŅÚĹĕʦĝïʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦ�ĽʦĝïʦʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʋʌʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʦ÷·ÖʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦ·ʦŅĝŅ·ďʦĝïʦʍʊʦÐ·ĽÚĽʫʦ

https://chgvs--chel.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=sud_delo&srv_num=1&name_op=doc&number=426998737&delo_id=1540006&new=0&text_number=1
https://ogvs--mo.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=sud_delo&srv_num=1&name_op=doc&number=519964591&delo_id=1540006&new=0&text_number=1
https://ogvs--mo.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=sud_delo&srv_num=1&name_op=doc&number=519964591&delo_id=1540006&new=0&text_number=1
yusgvs.sah.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=press_dep&op=1&did=925
https://orenburgskygvs--orb.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=sud_delo&srv_num=1&name_op=doc&number=165634529&delo_id=1540006&new=0&text_number=1
https://gvs--chn.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=sud_delo&srv_num=1&name_op=doc&number=22937664&delo_id=1540006&new=0&text_number=1
www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_426999/
https://www.bbc.com/russian/features-64318477
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Offence Punishment in ‘peace time’
Punishment during  
mobilisation 
�ĽʟşÚďďʟ·ĽʟÖŊĹûĖðʟĕ·ĹŅû·ďʟď·şʥʟş·ĹŅûĕÚʥʟ
·ĹĕÚÖʟÐĝĖŲûÐŅʟĝĹʟÐĝĕÏ·Ņʟ÷ĝĽŅûďûŅûÚĽʤ

Unauthorised abandonment  
of the place of service for  
a period of two to ten days

A jail term of up to six  
months or detention 
in a disciplinary military unit 
for up to one year 

Deprivation of liberty 
ïĝĹʦŊĶʦŅĝʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʫ

Unauthorised abandon-
ment of the place of ser-
vice for a period of 10 days 
to one month 

Restriction on military ser-
ŞûÐÚʦïĝĹʦŊĶʦŅĝʦŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦÖÚ-
tention in a disciplinary mil-
itary unit for up to two years 
or deprivation of liberty 
for up to three years 

Deprivation of liberty 
for up to seven years

Unauthorised abandonment  
of the place of service 
for a period of more than 
one month

Deprivation of liberty 
ïĝĹʦŊĶʦŅĝʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽ

Deprivation of liberty 
ïĝĹʦïĹĝĕʦűŞÚʦŅĝʦʊʉʦťÚ·ĹĽ

Desertion Deprivation of liberty 
for up to seven years

Deprivation of liberty 
ïĝĹʦïĹĝĕʦűŞÚʦŅĝʦʊʎʦťÚ·ĹĽ

Table 2.5. Increased penalties for being AWOL and desertion during mobilisation

The criminal article on disobeying an order (Article 332 RCC) has also been supplemented. While 
Ņ÷ÚʦĖÚşʦÚďÚĕÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦˈĝĖďťʦĕ·ĹŅû·ďʦď·şʬʦş·ĹŅûĕÚʬʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦ
ÐĝĖŲûÐŅʦĝĹʦ÷ĝĽŅûďûŅûÚĽˉʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦÐĹûĕÚʦ ûĽʦĖĝşʦÚĸŊ·ŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĹÚïŊĽ·ďʦ ŅĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚʦ ûĖʦĕûďû-
tary or combat action. Whereas the ‘standard’ Article 332, Part 1, RCC prescribed punishment 
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕʦĝïʦ·ʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʬʦ·ʦĉ·ûďʦŅÚĹĕʦĝĹʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦûĖʦ·ʦÖûĽÐûĶďûĖ·ĹťʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ
ŊĖûŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚşʦArticle 332, Part 2.1, RCC prescribes only deprivation of liberty for a term from 
ŅşĝʦŅĝʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʫʦEïʦĖĝĖ˂ÚŤÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ĖʦĝĹÖÚĹʦ÷·ÖʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦÐĝĖĽÚĸŊÚĖÐÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚĖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦArticle 
332, Part 2.2, RCC a punishment of from three to ten years’ imprisonment may be imposed.
EĖʦ  ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ űĹĽŅʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦ ïĝĹʦ ĹÚïŊĽ·ďʦ Ņĝʦ űð÷Ņʦ ÖŊĹûĖðʦ ĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ ÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦ ČĖĝşĖʫʦ
9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦ^ĝŞðĝĹĝÖʦDanila Ivanovʬʦş÷ĝʦďÚïŅʦ÷ûĽʦŊĖûŅʦûĖʦ�ÚďðĝĹĝÖʦĹÚðûĝĖʦûĖʦ�ĶĹûďʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚ-
ŅŊĹĖÚÖʦĝĖʦʋʏʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦş·ĽʦðûŞÚĖʦ·ʦűŞÚ˂ťÚ·Ĺʦsuspended sentenceʫʦEĖʦ�ï·ʬʦSalavat Mirasovʬʦ
ş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝŅʦĹÚŅŊĹĖÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦďÚ·ŞÚʦûĖʦRŊďťʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ĹĹûŞÚÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚʦûĖʦdÐ-
ŅĝÏÚĹʬʦş·Ľʦsentencedʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦ ûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦ�Ņʦ÷ûĽʦ ŅĹû·ďʬʦ÷ÚʦĽ·ûÖʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ Ņ·ČûĖðʦ
Ð·ĹÚʦ ĝïʦ ÷ûĽʦ ÖûĽ·ÏďÚÖʦ ï·Ņ÷ÚĹʫʦ EĖʦ �÷Úďť·ÏûĖĽČʬʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʟ TûĹðûĖÚČĝŞ was sentencedʦ Ņĝʦ űŞÚʦ ťÚ·ĹĽʦ
·ĖÖʦĝĖÚʦĕĝĖŅ÷ʦûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦAÚʦ÷·ÖʦďÚïŅʦ÷ûĽʦŊĖûŅʦĝĖʦʋʋʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦʋʏʦ�ÚĶ-
tember he was found by military police.

https://zona.media/news/2022/12/16/tri_prigovora
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5756814
chgvs.chel.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=press_dep&op=1&did=397
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�ďĽĝʦûĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ·ʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦş·Ľʦ÷·ĖÖÚÖʦÖĝşĖʦïĝĹʦĹÚïŊĽ·ďʦŅĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚʦûĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʫʦ
EĖʦ}ÚŅĹĝĶ·ŞďĝŞĽČ˂T·ĕÐ÷·ŅĽČťʬʦAleksei Breusov was sentenced to one year and eight months 
ûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦïĝĹʦĹÚïŊĽûĖðʦŅĝʦűð÷ŅʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦĝĖʦʏʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʫʦ
�ĽʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦďûŅŅďÚʦûĽʦČĖĝşĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦ˒ ĹÚïŊĽÚĖûČĽʬ˓ʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ
are cases where military service personnel have directly and publicly declared their opposi-
tion to the war against Ukraine. Lieutenant Dmitry Vasiletsʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦĹÚïŊĽûĖðʦ
to participate in military action (Article 332, Part 2.1, RCCˉʬʦtoldʦ^ĝŞ·ť·ʦ:·ŭÚŅ·ʭʦ˒EʟĹÚ·ďûĽÚÖʟŅ÷·Ņʟ
ÚŞÚĹťʟĶÚĹĽĝĖˌĽʟďûïÚʟ÷·ĽʟŞ·ďŊÚʟ·ĖÖʟEʟÐ·ĖĖĝŅʟ·ďďĝşʟĕťĽÚďïʟŅĝʟŅ·ČÚʟ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʟĶÚĹĽĝĖˌĽʟďûïÚʥʟŅ÷ûĽʟûĽʟ·ʟÏĝŊĖÖ-
·Ĺťʥʟ·ʟĹÚÖʟďûĖÚʟŅ÷·ŅʟEʟÐ·ĖĖĝŅʟÐĹĝĽĽʤʟEŅˌĽʟÏÚŅŅÚĹʟŅĝʟðĝʟŅĝʟĶĹûĽĝĖʟŅ÷·ĖʟÏÚŅĹ·ťʟĕťĽÚďïʥʟŅ÷·ĖʟŅĝʟ·Ï·ĖÖĝĖʟ
my humanityʫ˓ʦAÚʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦÐĝĕÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷ûĽʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦûĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚďťʫʦ9Ĺĝĕʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʦŅĝʦRŊďťʦ÷ÚʦŅĝĝČʦ
Ķ·ĹŅʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦŅĝʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷ÚʬʦďûČÚʦĕ·ĖťʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʬʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ˒ïĝĹʦŅĹ·ûĖûĖðʫ˓ʦ
AÚʦŅĝďÖʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʭʦ˒�ŅʟűĹĽŅʟûŅʟïÚďŅʟŊĖĹÚ·ďʥʟďûČÚʟťĝŊʟşÚĹÚʟûĖʟ·ʟÐĝĕĶŊŅÚĹʟð·ĕÚʟĝĹʟ·ʟűďĕʤʟ¥ÚʟĽďÚĶŅʟ
ŅşĝʟĝĹʟŅ÷ĹÚÚʟ÷ĝŊĹĽʟ·ʟĖûð÷ŅʥʟşÚʟşÚĹÚʟÏÚûĖðʟĽ÷ÚďďÚÖʤʟEʟÐĝŊďÖĖˌŅʟÖĹĝĶʟÚŞÚĹťŅ÷ûĖðʟ·ĖÖʟďÚ·ŞÚʠʾʟĕťʟÐĝĕ-
Ĺ·ÖÚĽʟĹÚĕ·ûĖÚÖʟŅ÷ÚĹÚʫ˓ʦEĖʦRŊďťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦĝÏŅ·ûĖÚÖʦďÚ·ŞÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦűďÚÖʦ·ʦĹÚĸŊÚĽŅʦïĝĹʦÖûĽÐ÷·ĹðÚʬʦ
ÏŊŅʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦÖûĽÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĹÚ·ïŅÚĹʦĹÚïŊĽ·ďʦ ŅĝʦðĝʦŅĝʦş·ĹʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦ
a crime.
Mikhail Zhilinʬʦ·ʦĕ·ĉĝĹʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ďʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖʦ�ÚĹŞûÐÚʦïĹĝĕʦ^ĝŞĝĽûÏûĹĽČʬʦÐĹĝĽĽÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝĹÖÚĹʦûĖŅĝʦ
T·ŭ·Č÷ĽŅ·ĖʦûďďÚð·ďďťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦş·Ľʦ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʬʦĕ·ČûĖðʦ÷ûĽʦş·ťʦŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʦÏ·ĹÏÚÖʦşûĹÚʦÏÚ-
cause he was forbidden to leave Russia because of his access to state secrets and he did not have 
·ʦĶ·ĽĽĶĝĹŅʫʦ¥÷ÚĖʦ÷ÚʦĕÚŅʦÏĝĹÖÚĹʦðŊ·ĹÖĽʦûĖʦT·ŭ·Č÷ĽŅ·Ėʬʦ÷Úʦ·ĽČÚÖʦïĝĹʦ·ĽťďŊĕʫʦEĖʦ·ʦĶŊÏďûÐʦŞûÖÚĝʦ
ĕÚĽĽ·ðÚʬʦ³÷ûďûĖʦstatedʭʦ˒Eʥʟ]ûČ÷·ûďʟ�ďÚČĽÚÚŞûÐ÷ʟ³÷ûďûĖʥʟ·ʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟĽÚĹŞûÐÚʟĝïűÐÚĹʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖ-
ÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʥʟşûŅ÷ʟĖĝʟûĖŅÚĖŅûĝĖʟĝïʟÖÚĽÚĹŅûĝĖʥʟÐĹĝĽĽÚÖʟŅ÷ÚʟĽŅ·ŅÚʟÏĝĹÖÚĹʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Úʟ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʟĝïʟT·ŭ·Č÷ĽŅ·Ėʟ
ĝĖʟʄʉʟ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʟʄʂʄʄʟÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʟŅ÷Úʟş·ĹʟûĖʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʟûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʟÏťʟŅ÷ÚʟĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʟ·ĖÖʟĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟďÚ·ÖÚĹĽ÷ûĶʟ
ĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟşĝŊďÖʟĝÏďûðÚʟĕÚʟŅĝʟðĝʟŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĕÏ·ŅʟŭĝĖÚʟŅĝʟČûďďʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʥʟÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʟ
ĝïʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʥʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟEʟÐ·ŅÚðĝĹûÐ·ďďťʟÖĝʟĖĝŅʟ·ðĹÚÚʟşûŅ÷ʫ˓ʦT·ŭ·Č÷ĽŅ·ĖʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦðĹ·ĖŅʦ÷ûĕʦ·ĽťďŊĕʦ
·ĖÖʦÖÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦŅĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦÖÚĽÚĹŅûĝĖʦˈArticle 338 RCC) and illegal border 
crossing (Article 322 RCC) were laid against him. Zhilin has been remanded in custody.
Civilians subject to mobilisation as yet still have more opportunities to avoid being sent 
Ņĝʦş·ĹʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦÏÚûĖðʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʫʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦïĝĹʦÖÚĽÚĹŅûĝĖʬʦŊĖ·Ŋ-
thorised abandonment of a unit or failure to comply with an order are only laid against persons 
ş÷ĝʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦÏÚÚĖʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦŊĶʦïĝĹʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĹ·ïŅʦÐĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖʦĝĖʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ
ş÷ûďÚʦï·ûďŊĹÚʦŅĝʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹʦĝĖʦÏÚûĖðʦĽŊĕĕĝĖĽÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÐĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝÖťʦŅ÷·ŅʦÐ·ĹĹûÚĽʦ
ĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĶĹĝÐÚÖŊĹÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅ·ČÚĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚďÚŞ·ĖŅʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖĽʬʦÚĖŅ·ûďĽʦĝĖďťʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦ
ďû·ÏûďûŅťʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦűĖÚʦĹ·ĖðûĖðʦïĹĝĕʦʎʉʉʦŅĝʦʌʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦˈArticle 21.5 RCAOˉʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦ·ʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦ
can be said to have failed to appear in response to a summons only if they received the sum-
mons by hand and signed a receipt.
Criminal liability for evasion of military service (Article 328 RCC) applies only to those sub-
ĉÚÐŅʦ ŅĝʦÐĝĖĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦĖĝŅʦ Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĹÚĽÚĹŞÚʬʦ ·Ľʦ ĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅÚďťʦÚŤĶď·ûĖÚÖʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ resolution 
of the Plenum of the Russian Supreme Court of 3 April 2008. 
In early October in Penza a criminal investigation for evasion of military service was instituted 
against 32-year-old Maksim Moiseev who was over the age limit for compulsory military ser-
ŞûÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦ÷·ÖʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦĽûðĖʦ·ʦĽŊĕĕĝĖĽʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦ·ʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʦ·Ņʦ÷ûĽʦĕĝŅ÷ÚĹ˂ûĖ˂ď·ş˓Ľʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʬʦ]ĝûĽÚÚŞʦ
was held in a temporary detention centre for two days and then released on his own recog-
ĖûĽ·ĖÐÚʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦŅşĝʦÖ·ťĽʦď·ŅÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦÖĹĝĶĶÚÖʬʦĽĶÚÐûűÐ·ďďťʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦŅ÷Úʦĝï-

https://kam24.ru/news/main/20221227/94275.html
https://novaya.media/articles/2022/12/26/znaiu-chto-posadiat-u-menia-byl-vybor-i-ia-ego-sdelal
https://t.me/astrapress/17476
https://www.vsrf.ru/documents/own/8162/
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#48:~:text=%D0%97%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%87%D0%BD%D1%8B%D0%B9%20(%D0%9F%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B7%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F%20%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D1%8C)-,%D0%9C%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC%20%D0%9C%D0%BE%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%B5%D0%B2,-%2C%20%D0%B6%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C%20%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B0%20%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%BB%D1%8C
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ïÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦÚŞ·ĽûĝĖʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦ·ĶĶďťʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĹÚĽÚĹŞûĽŅĽʫʦW·ŅÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ}ÚĖŭ·ʦ
region Investigative Committee was disciplined for unlawfully initiating a criminal case.
Eïʦ·ʦĹÚĽÚĹŞûĽŅʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚĽʦ·ʦĽŊĕĕĝĖĽʦŅĝʦ·ŅŅÚĖÖʦ·ʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦûĽʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ
ĕ·ÖÚʦŅĝʦĕĝÏûďûĽÚʦŅ÷Úĕʬʦ·ŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦĶĝûĖŅʦŅ÷Úťʦ·ĹÚʦ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦ
ĽÚĹŞûĖðʦŊĖÖÚĹʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĹ·ÖûÐ·ďďťʦşĝĹĽÚĖĽʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦďÚð·ďʦĽŅ·ŅŊĽʫ
A criminal case for going AWOL for a period of from ten days to a month during mobilisation 
(Article 337, Part 3.1, RCCˉʦş·ĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ʦĕĝÏûďûĽÚÖʦĕ·ĖʦïĹĝĕʦ«·ČŊŅû·ʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦŲÚÖʦ
from his unit in Ulan-Ude. According to human rights defender Pavel Chikovʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦĕ·ĖʦŅĝďÖʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝĕĕ·ĖÖÚĹʭʦ ˒EʟşûďďʟĖĝŅʟðĝʟ Ņĝʟ·Ėťʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʥʟ EʟşûďďʟĖĝŅʟ Ľ÷ĝĝŅʟ·Ņʟ·Ėťʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖĽʫ˓ʦ�ïŅÚĹʦ Ņ÷·Ņʬʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ˒ĹÚïŊĽÚĖûČ˓ʦş·ĽʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅÚĖÚÖʬʦÏŊŅʦ÷Úʦĕ·Ė·ðÚÖʦŅĝʦďÚ·ŞÚʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖûŅʦŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʦ·ʦ÷ĝďÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦïÚĖÐÚʫʦ
�ĝʦï·Ĺʦ·ĽʦûĽʦČĖĝşĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦťĝŊĖðʦĕ·Ėʦ÷·ĽʦĖĝŅʦťÚŅʦÏÚÚĖʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʫ
�ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĕĝÏûďûĽÚÖʦĕ·ĖʬʦTûĹûďďʟ�ÚĹÚŭûĖʬʦŲÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦŊĖûŅʦûĖʦ�ÚďðĝĹĝÖʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦĹÚŅŊĹĖÚÖʦ
home to St. Petersburg and then went to the Investigative Committee himself. Immediate-
ďťʦ ·ïŅÚĹʦ ĹÚÐÚûŞûĖðʦ ·ʦ ĽŊĕĕĝĖĽʬʦ �ÚĹÚŭûĖʦ ÷·Öʦ ·ĶĶďûÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ Öĝʦ ·ďŅÚĹĖ·ŅûŞÚʦ ÐûŞûďû·Ėʦ ĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦ ˈ���ˉʫʦ
 ÚĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦĽÚĹŞÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦÐĝĖĽÐĹûĶŅʬʦ÷ÚʦŅ÷ÚĖʦĽ·ûÖʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ·ʦĶ·ÐûűĽŅʦ
·ĖÖʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦşûĽ÷ʦŅĝʦČûďďʦĶÚĝĶďÚʫʦ�÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÚĖďûĽŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚʦĽŅ·ïïʦûðĖĝĹÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦĶÚŅûŅûĝĖʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖ-
ûĖðʦŅĝʦ�ÚĹÚŭûĖʬʦŅ÷ÚťʦďĝÐČÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĝĝĹʦ·ĖÖʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦďÚŅʦ÷ûĕʦĝŊŅʫʦ˒�ÚïĝĹÚʟEʟÐĝŊďÖʟĝĶÚĖʟĕťʟĕĝŊŅ÷ʥʟŅ÷Úťʟ
ŅĝĝČʟ·ş·ťʟĕťʟĶ·ĽĽĶĝĹŅʟ·ĖÖʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟĹÚðûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʟÐ·ĹÖʤʟ�÷·Ņʟş·ĽʟŅ÷ÚʟÚĖÖʟĝïʟûŅʥˌʟthe BBC Russian 
Service quoted him as saying. The young man was immediately sent to a military unit near 
¤ťÏĝĹðʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦŅĝʦ�ÚďðĝĹĝÖʦĹÚðûĝĖʫʦ�ÚïĝĹÚʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦïĹĝĖŅʬʦ÷Úʦ·ð·ûĖʦűďÚÖʦ·ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦ
requesting transfer to Alternative Civilian Service and refused to take up arms. For some time 
�ÚĹÚŭûĖʦĹÚĕ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĕĶʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ÷ÚʦÐĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅďťʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦĝïʦĶ÷ťĽûÐ·ďʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦïĹĝĕʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦÐ÷ûÚïʦĝïʦĽŅ·ïïʫʦ�ÚïĝĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚŤŅʦÖûĽĶ·ŅÐ÷ʦĝïʦĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦïĹĝĖŅʬʦ÷ÚʦďÚïŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖûŅʦ·ĖÖʦŅĹ·ŞÚďďÚÖʦ
Ņĝʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦÏťʦŅ·Ťûʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚʬʦ÷ÚʦşÚĖŅʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ
÷ÚʦűďÚÖʦ·Ėʦ·ÖĕûĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦðŊûďŅʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦÖÚ·Ņ÷ʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ
the victim of abuse of authority by the chief of staff of the unit. Less than two days elapsed 
ÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦ�ÚĹÚŭûĖʦ ďÚ·ŞûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖûŅʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ûĽʦ·ÖĕûĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦðŊûďŅʬʦ·ʦĶÚĹûĝÖʦĝïʦŊĖ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûĽÚÖʦ·Ï·Ė-
ÖĝĖĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦ ·ʦŊĖûŅʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ûĽʦ ûĖĽŊïűÐûÚĖŅʦ ïĝĹʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ ďû·ÏûďûŅťʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ EĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕ-
mittee nonetheless initiated a check. The courts refused to declare Berezin’s mobilisation un-
ď·şïŊďʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅĝĹťʦşÚĖŅʦĶŊÏďûÐʬʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ·ĽĽûðĖÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĕÚÐ÷·ĖûÐʦ·ĖÖʦÖĹûŞÚĹʦŅĝʦ·ʦĹÚ·ĹʦŊĖûŅʦ
ûĖʦWÚĖûĖðĹ·ÖʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦsuited himʭʦ˒EŅˌĽʟĖĝŅʟ�ďŅÚĹĖ·ŅûŞÚʟ�ûŞûďû·Ėʟ�ÚĹŞûÐÚʥʟÏŊŅʟĽŅûďďʥʟEʟşĝĖˌŅʟ÷·ŞÚʟ
ŅĝʟĽ÷ĝĝŅʟĶÚĝĶďÚʥʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷·ŅˌĽʟðĝĝÖ.’ 
�ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ ĕĝÏûďûĽÚÖʦ ĕ·Ėʬʦ Pavel Mushumanskyʦ ïĹĝĕʦ WÚĖûĖðĹ·Öʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ ĕ·Ė·ðÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ÖÚïÚĖÖʦ
in court his right to refuse military service on grounds of his religious views. He had already 
undergone Alternative Civilian Service instead of conscription and had worked in a psychiatric 
Ïĝ·ĹÖûĖðʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďʫʦ^ĝĖÚŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦ]ŊĽ÷Ŋĕ·ĖĽČťʦş·ĽʦĕĝÏûďûĽÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦheld for two months in a mil-
ûŅ·ĹťʦŊĖûŅʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ÷ÚʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦïĝďďĝşʦĝĹÖÚĹĽʬʦşÚ·Ĺʦ·ʦŊĖûïĝĹĕʦĝĹʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚʦÐ·Ľ÷ʦĶ·ťĕÚĖŅĽʬʦŊĖŅûďʦ
űĖ·ďďťʦ:·ŅÐ÷ûĖ·ʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝŞÚĹŅŊĹĖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʫ

https://web.archive.org/web/20221026230059/https:/t.me/pchikov/5251
https://www.bbc.com/russian/features-63463485
https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-63910972
https://t.me/peaceplea/449
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2.8.3. Extra-institutional violence against 
Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝʦĹÚïŊĽÚʦŅĝʦűð÷Ņʦ
If those who arrive at their places of permanent deployment can count on investigative 
·ĖÖʦĉŊÖûÐû·ďʦĶĹĝÐÚÖŊĹÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦ·ĖÖʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦŅ÷ÚťʦÚŤĶÚĹûÚĖÐÚʦ
at the front can have nothing to do with the law at all.
�ÚĶĝĹŅĽʦĝïʦŊĖĝïűÐû·ďʦÐ·ĕĶĽʦïĝĹʦ˒ĹÚïŊĽÚĖûČĽ˓ʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦ·ĶĶÚ·Ĺʦ·ĽʦÚ·Ĺďťʦ
as the summer. One of the most notorious places of unlawful deprivation of liberty was a ‘special 
ÐÚĖŅĹÚ˓ʦûĖʦ�Ĺť·ĖČ·ʦûĖʦWŊ÷·ĖĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚʬʦaccordingʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ¤ÚĹĽŅČ·ʬʦ·ĽʦĝïʦʋʋʦRŊďťʬʦ
at least 234 people were held.
�ĝŊĹÐÚĽʦĝïʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚÖû·ʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦ˒ĹÚïŊĽÚĖûČĽ˓ʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʭ

• relatives of the contract soldiers Artem Gorshenin and Nikita Lazarevʬʦş÷ĝʬʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦÖÚ-
ÐûÖÚÖʦŅĝʦĹÚĽûðĖʬʦŅĹ·ŞÚďďÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĝşĖʦïĹĝĕʦT÷ÚĹĽĝĖʦĹÚðûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĕĕ·ĖÖ·ĖŅ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦ
ûĖʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦŞûÐŅûĕĽʦĝïʦÖÚÐÚĶŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦşÚĹÚʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦ
by helicopter to Luhansk region;

• relatives of the contract soldier Ilya Tatarnikovʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦ˒ÐÚĖŅĹÚʦïĝĹʦĹÚïŊĽÚ-
niks’ after he requested leave;

• Eďť·ʟT·ĕûĖĽČťʬʦ·ʦsergeantʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦʊʊŅ÷ʦEĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦ�ûĹÏĝĹĖÚʦ�ĽĽ·ŊďŅʦ�Ĺûð·ÖÚʬʦş÷ĝʦĽ·ûÖʦ
Ņ÷·ŅʦŅÚĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦş÷ĝʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦűð÷ŅʦşÚĹÚʦďĝÐČÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦð·Ĺ·ðÚʦ·ĖÖʦşÚĹÚʦ
going to be taken to the Luhansk remand prison;

• other military service personnel (many of whom spoke to journalists on condition of an-
onymity) and human rights defenders to whom they had appealed.

In August 2022 Mediazona described the system of pressure on military service personnel 
ş÷ĝʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦĹÚïŊĽÚʦŅĝʦűð÷Ņʫʦ�÷Úʦ˒ĹÚïŊĽÚĖûČĽ˓ʦşÚĹÚʦűĹĽŅʦûĖŅÚĹŞûÚşÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦďĝÐ·ďʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ÷Ú·Ö-
ĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ·Ėʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅʦş·Ľʦĕ·ÖÚʦŅĝʦĶÚĹĽŊ·ÖÚʦŅ÷ÚĕʦŅĝʦĹÚŅŊĹĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦïĹĝĖŅʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷·ŅʬʦŅ÷Úťʦ
şÚĹÚʦĽÚĖŅʦŅĝʦ�Ĺť·ĖČ·ʫʦEŅʦşĝŊďÖʦĽÚÚĕʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦş·ĽʦĝĹð·ĖûĽÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʬʦðŊ·ĹÖÚÖʦ
ÏťʦĕÚĹÐÚĖ·ĹûÚĽʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦ¥·ðĖÚĹʦ}]�ʫʦEĖʦ�Ĺť·ĖČ·ʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦûĖŅÚĹŞûÚşÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦïŊĹ-
Ņ÷ÚĹʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦĕ·ÖÚʦŅĝʦĶÚĹĽŊ·ÖÚʦŅ÷ÚĕʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦÏťʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʬʦŅĝʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚʦűð÷ŅûĖðʫʦ
�÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĶÚĹĽŊ·ÖÚÖʦşÚĹÚʦ Ņ·ČÚĖʦŅĝʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦÐÚďď·ĹĽʬʦĝĹʬʦ·Ľʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦ
Ņ÷Úĕʬʦ ˒ĶûŅĽʬ˓ʦş÷ÚĹÚʬʦĕĝĽŅʦ ďûČÚďťʬʦĶ÷ťĽûÐ·ďʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦş·ĽʦŊĽÚÖʫʦ ˒�÷ÚʟðŊťĽʟşÚʟĕÚŅʥʟş÷ĝʟ÷·ÖʟÏÚÚĖʟ
ûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟˉĶûŅˊʟşÚĹÚʟûĖʟ·Ėʟ·şïŊďʟĽŅ·ŅÚʤʟ�÷ÚťʟşÚĹÚʟÏďŊÚʟ·ďďʟĝŞÚĹʥʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟÏ·ÐČĽʟşÚĹÚʟ·ďďʟÏďŊÚʥʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟďÚðĽʟ
şÚĹÚʟ·ďďʟÏďŊÚʤʟ�÷ÚťʟŅ÷ĹÚşʟŅ÷ÚĕʟûĖŅĝʟ·ʟÐ·ĹʥʟŅĝĝČʟŅ÷Úĕʟ·ş·ťʥʟÖûÖʟŅ÷ÚĕʟĝŞÚĹʟ·ĖÖʟÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʟŅ÷ÚĕʟÏ·ÐČʬ˓ʦ
the father of one of the soldiers related to Mediazona the words of his son. Another soldier 
toldʦ�÷ÚʦEĖĽûÖÚĹʦŅ÷·ŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĽÚĕÚĖŅʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ÷Úʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ˒ĹÚïŊĽÚĖûČĽ˓ʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦŅ·ČÚĖʦïĹĝĕʦ
�Ĺť·ĖČ·ʬʦŊĖûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦĶÚĝĶďÚʬʦĶĹÚĽŊĕ·ÏďťʦĕÚĹÐÚĖ·ĹûÚĽʦïĹĝĕʦ¥·ðĖÚĹʦ}]�ʬʦÏÚ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚĕʦşûŅ÷ʦÏ·-
ŅĝĖĽʦŅĝʦïĝĹÐÚʦŅ÷ÚĕʦŅĝʦĹÚŅŊĹĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦïĹĝĖŅʫʦ9ŊĹŅ÷ÚĹĕĝĹÚʬʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦ÷ÚďÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĽÚĕÚĖŅʦĽ·ûÖʦŅ÷Úťʦ
÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦČÚĶŅʦûĖʦÖ·ĹČĖÚĽĽʦ·ĖÖʦïĝĝÖʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĹ·ĹÚďťʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚĕʬʦĝĹʦĖĝŅʦ·Ņʦ·ďďʫ
�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦRŊďťʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦĖŊĕÚĹĝŊĽʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚÖû·ʬʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ ĹÚïŊĽÚĖûČĽ˓ʦïĹĝĕʦ�Ĺť·ĖČ·ʦşÚĹÚʦ
ŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÏŊûďÖûĖðĽʦĝïʦ·ʦ ïĝĹĕÚĹʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦ ûĖʦ}ÚĹÚŞ·ďĽČʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦ]ÚÖû·ŭĝĖ·ʬʦ

https://verstka.media/v-plenu-u-sobstvennoy-armii/
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/31952005.html
https://zona.media/article/2022/07/21/yama
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/ukraine-russia-war-russian-soldiers-/31946543.html
https://zona.media/article/2022/08/09/brianka
https://theins.ru/news/253706
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about 100-150 people were taken there in total. Mediazona’s sources also reported that they 
were hardly given any food.
dĖʦʎʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦŅ÷Úʦď·şťÚĹʦ]·ČĽûĕʦ:ĹÚÏÚĖûŊČʦwroteʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ˒Ð·ĕĶ˓ʦûĖʦ}ÚĹÚŞ·ďĽČʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÐďĝĽÚÖʬʦ
and the ‘refuseniks’ who had been held there had either been taken to the rear by commanders 
ş÷ĝʦÐ·ĕÚʦŅĝʦĶûÐČʦŅ÷ÚĕʦŊĶʬʦĝĹʦĽûĕĶďťʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦşÚĹÚʦĖĝŅʦĶĹÚŞÚĖŅÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦĹÚŅŊĹĖûĖðʦŅĝʦ�ŊĽ-
Ľû·ʫʦ�÷ûĽʦş·Ľʦï·ÐûďûŅ·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦĕÚÖû·ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʬʦÐĝĕĶď·ûĖŅĽʦŅĝʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĹûŞ·ďʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅʦĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦŊĖĝïűÐû·ďďťʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖÚÖʦûĖʦWŊ÷·ĖĽČʫ
The closing down of informal prisons for ‘refuseniks’ proved to be temporary. Already in Octo-
ÏÚĹʬʦ·ʦïÚşʦşÚÚČĽʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦĝïʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦĕÚÖû·ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦĽŊÐ÷ʦĶď·ÐÚĽʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦ·Ķ-
ĶÚ·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖʫʦ�÷Úʦ˒�����˓ʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦŞûÖÚĝĽʦïĹĝĕʦÏ·ĽÚĕÚĖŅĽʦş÷ÚĹÚʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʬʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦʋʉʦĕĝÏûďûĽÚÖʦĕÚĖʦş÷ĝʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦĹÚŅŊĹĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦïĹĝĖŅʦďûĖÚʦŊĖÖÚĹʦĕĝĹŅ·Ĺʦ
űĹÚʦşÚĹÚʦÏÚûĖðʦ÷ÚďÖʫʦ�÷ÚʦĕÚĖʦşÚĹÚʦČÚĶŅʦűĹĽŅʦûĖʦ·ʦÏ·ĽÚĕÚĖŅʦûĖʦTĹÚĕÚĖĖ·ʬʦŅ÷ÚĖʦûĖʦRubizhneʬʦ
and then were moved again to the former penal colony in Perevalsk. The basements where they 
şÚĹÚʦČÚĶŅʦşÚĹÚʦÖ·ĕĶʬʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝʦşûĖÖĝşĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦ÷·Öʦ·ʦÏŊÐČÚŅʦïĝĹʦ·ʦŅĝûďÚŅʫ
Accordingʦ Ņĝʦ]ÚÖû·ŭĝĖ·ʬʦÏťʦ ʊʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦʍʉʦ ˒ĹÚïŊĽÚĖûČĽʬ˓ʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦ ŅûĕÚʦ ïĹĝĕʦ·ĕĝĖðʦ Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦ
ş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĕĝÏûďûĽÚÖʬʦşÚĹÚʦ·ð·ûĖʦÏÚûĖðʦ÷ÚďÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦûĖʦ}ÚĹÚŞ·ďĽČʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
had been closed in the summer.
�ťʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦ̂ ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ˒ �����˓ʦ÷·Öʦestablished that there were seven more locations in the oc-
ÐŊĶûÚÖʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʦş÷ÚĹÚʦÏĝŅ÷ʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅʦ·ĖÖʦĕĝÏûďûĽÚÖʦĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʦş÷ĝʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦűð÷ŅʦşÚĹÚʦ÷ÚďÖʫʦ
�÷Úʦď·ĹðÚĽŅʦş·Ľʦ·ĖʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦûĖʦ³·ûŅĽÚŞĝʬʦWŊ÷·ĖĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦĽĝĕÚʦʌʉʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦ
÷ÚďÖʫʦ�ĝĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ˒ĹÚïŊĽÚĖûČĽ˓ʦşÚĹÚʦĹÚŅŊĹĖÚÖʦŅĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ïŅÚĹʦĕÚÖû·ʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦş÷ûďÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʦ
were hidden from inspections on the territory of the LNR and DNR.
Roman Martynovʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĕĝÏûďûĽÚÖʬʦĽĶÚĖŅʦŅûĕÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐÚďď·ĹĽʦïĝĹʦ ˒ĹÚïŊĽÚĖûČĽ˓ʦ
·ĖÖʦűďÚÖʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐĝĕĶď·ûĖŅʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷ÚʦĽ·ûÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚÖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦÏÚûĖðʦĽŊĽĶÚÐŅ-
ed of communicating with journalists. From Martynov’s words quoted by the human rights 
ÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹʦ}·ŞÚďʦ�÷ûČĝŞʬʦûŅʦŅĹ·ĖĽĶûĹÚĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÏÚ·ŅÚĖʬʦ·ʦĕ·Ð÷ûĖÚʦðŊĖʦş·ĽʦűĹÚÖʦĖÚŤŅʦŅĝʦ÷ûĕʬʦ
he was thrown into a sewage tank and he was threatened with being buried alive — and things 
şÚĖŅʦĽĝʦï·Ĺʦ·ĽʦŅĝʦ·ÐŅŊ·ďďťʦ÷·ŞÚʦĽĝûďʦÖŊĕĶÚÖʦĝĖʦ÷ûĕʫʦEĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ]·ĹŅťĖĝŞʦĕ·Ė·ðÚÖʦŅĝʦĝÏŅ·ûĖʦ
an exemption from service from a military medical commission.
$ŞÚĖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÏ·ÐČðĹĝŊĖÖʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦÚŤŅĹ·˂ďÚð·ďʦ ŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚʦĝïʦ·ïï·ûĹĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ¥·ðĖÚĹʦ
}]�ʦĽŅ·ĖÖĽʦĝŊŅʫʦ}Ĺûðĝŭ÷ûĖʬʦ ûĖʦ ·ÖÖĹÚĽĽûĖðʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅĽʦ ûĖʦĶÚĖ·ďʦ ÐĝďĝĖûÚĽʬʦsaid explicitly that de-
ĽÚĹŅûĝĖʬʦĹÚŅĹÚ·Ņʦ·ĖÖʦĽŊĹĹÚĖÖÚĹʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďďʦĶĹĝ÷ûÏûŅÚÖʬʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹĝĕûĽÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦ
Ð÷·ĖðÚÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĕûĖÖĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦűð÷ŅûĖðʦşĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦĽ÷ĝŅʫ
The most famous extrajudicial execution in 2022 was that of Evgeny Nuzhinʬʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹʦ
ĹÚÐĹŊûŅÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ¥·ðĖÚĹʦ}]�ʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦŅ·ČÚĖʦûĖŅĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦÐ·ĶŅûŞûŅťʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐďťʦÖÚ-
Ðď·ĹÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦĹÚ·ÖûĖÚĽĽʦŅĝʦűð÷ŅʦïĝĹʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦdĖʦʊʋʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ˒:ĹÚťʦ³ĝĖÚ˓ʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʬʦ
ş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ûĽʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ¥·ðĖÚĹʦ}]�ʬʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦ·ʦŞûÖÚĝʦ ûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŊĖûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦ
smashed Nuzhin’s head with a sledgehammer. The video was called ‘Hammer of Retribution’ 
·ĖÖʦş·Ľʦ·ÐÐĝĕĶ·ĖûÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĕĕÚĖŅʭʦ˒ʤʤʤŅ÷ĝĽÚʟş÷ĝʟĹĝŊð÷ďťʟČĖĝşʟş÷·ŅˌĽʟðĝûĖðʟĝĖʥʟČĖĝşʟŅ÷·Ņʟ
Ņ÷ÚʟĽďÚÖðÚ÷·ĕĕÚĹʟ·ĖÖʟŅĹ·ûŅĝĹĽʟ÷·ŞÚʥʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟˋĝĹÐ÷ÚĽŅĹ·ʥˌ [23]ʟ·ʟÐďĝĽÚʟÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʤʟ�ĖÖʟĖĝşʥʟ÷·ŞûĖðʟ
ĽŊÖÖÚĖďťʟÖûĽ·ĶĶÚ·ĹÚÖʟïĹĝĕʟŅ÷ÚʟûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʟûĖʟTťûŞʥʟŅ÷ÚʟŅĹ·ûŅĝĹʟĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʟŅ÷ÚʟŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖ·ďʟ¥·ðĖÚ-

23 ‘The orchestra’ and ‘musicians’ are slang names Wagner mercenaries call themselves. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20220823214350/https:/t.me/military_ombudsmen/335
https://t.me/astrapress/14640
https://t.me/astrapress/14563
https://zona.media/article/2022/11/01/perevalsk
https://t.me/astrapress/16432
https://t.me/pchikov/5318
https://t.me/pchikov/5318
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rian punishment.’ʦ̩ ʋʍˍ Nuzhin apparently fell into the hands of the Wagnerites after a prisoner 
exchange between Russia and Ukraine. Prigozhin commented on the video of the extrajudicial 
ÚŤÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ·ĽʦïĝďďĝşĽʭʦ ˒�ĝʟï·Ĺʟ·ĽʟŅ÷ÚʟŞûÐŅûĕʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĽďÚÖðÚ÷·ĕĕÚĹʟûĽʟÐĝĖÐÚĹĖÚÖʥʟŅ÷ûĽʟĽ÷ĝşʟĕ·ČÚĽʟ
Ķď·ûĖʟ÷ÚʟÖûÖʟĖĝŅʟűĖÖʟ÷·ĶĶûĖÚĽĽʟûĖʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʥʟÏŊŅʟĕÚŅʟşûŅ÷ʟŊĖČûĖÖʟÏŊŅʟĉŊĽŅʟĶÚĝĶďÚʤʟEʟŅ÷ûĖČʟŅ÷ûĽʟűďĕʟ
ûĽʟÐ·ďďÚÖʟˉ�ʟÖĝðˌĽʟÖÚ·Ņ÷ʟïĝĹʟ·ʟÖĝðʤ́ ʟ�÷ÚʟÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʟÖûÖʟ·ʟşĝĖÖÚĹïŊďʟĉĝÏʥʟťĝŊʟş·ŅÐ÷ʟûŅʟûĖʟĝĖÚʟÏĹÚ·Ņ÷.’ 
dĖʦʊʐʦ̂ ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ̂ Ŋŭ÷ûĖ˓ĽʦĽĝĖĽʦtold the BBC Russian Service that no investigation into the mur-
der had been carried out. There is still no information as to whether a criminal case has been 
ĝĶÚĖÚÖʦĝĹʦ·ĖťʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦÏÚðŊĖʦûĖŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĕŊĹÖÚĹʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦ}ŊŅûĖ˓ĽʦĶĹÚĽĽʦĽÚÐĹÚŅ·Ĺťʦ
Dmitry Peskov toldʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦş÷ÚĖʦ·ĽČÚÖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÖÚĝʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦČûďďûĖðʭʦ˒It’s none of our busi-
ness.’ It can be concluded that the Wagner PMC openly carries out extrajudicial executions 
şûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĖĝĖ˂ûĖŅÚĹïÚĹÚĖÐÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝĽĽûÏďťʦÚŞÚĖʦ·ĶĶĹĝŞ·ďʬʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʫ
EĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ�ĹûŅûĽ÷ʦûĖŅÚďďûðÚĖÐÚʦÐĝĖűĹĕÚÖ that Wagner PMC executes mercenaries who de-
Şû·ŅÚʦ ïĹĝĕʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĹĝŊŅÚʦ ·ďĝĖðʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ Ņ÷Úťʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ ÏÚÚĖʦ ĝĹÖÚĹÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ·ŅŅ·ÐČʫʦ �ŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʬʦ Ņşĝʦ ûĖ-
dividuals told of demonstrative shootings by Wagner PMC that were intended to intimidate 
other mercenaries. These were Andrei Medvedevʬʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦĕÚĹÐÚĖ·Ĺťʦş÷ĝʦð·ŞÚʦ·Ėʦinterview 
to the Gulagu.net project and who arrived in Norway in early 2023 where he asked for political 
asylum; and an anonymous source who spoke to Mediazona and claimed to have served time 
in a penal colony before being recruited by Wagner PMC and had then managed to escape from 
the front.

2.9. Purging the information space 
2.9.1. Combating independent media 
�÷ĹĝŊð÷ĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖŅûĹÚʦĶÚĹûĝÖʦĝïʦ}ŊŅûĖ˓ĽʦĹŊďÚʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦĝĖʦûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦĕÚÖû·ʫʦ
AĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦûĖʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚ·ĽŊĹÚĽʦĝïʦÐÚĖĽĝĹĽ÷ûĶʦûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĹÚð·ĹÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚĽĽʦ
and television were targeted and carried out on an ad hoc basis. They often took on covert 
ïĝĹĕĽʦ ˈïĝĹʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ ·ʦ Ð÷·ĖðÚʦĝïʦĝşĖÚĹĽ÷ûĶʬʦÖûĽĕûĽĽ·ďʦ ĝïʦ ûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʦ ÚĕĶďĝťÚÚĽʬʦ ûĖŅÚĹïÚĹÚĖÐÚʦ
ûĖʦÚÖûŅĝĹû·ďʦĶĝďûÐťˉʬʦ·ĖÖʦďÚĽĽʦĝïŅÚĖʦĝŞÚĹŅʦ̍ ïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦÏďĝÐČûĖðʦ·ʦşÚÏĽûŅÚˉʫʦEĖʦʋʉʋʊʬʦĝĶÚĖʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦ
on journalists became systematic and noticeably more intense and was conducted by means 
ĝïʦ ï·ÏĹûÐ·ŅÚÖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅ˓ʦ ďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦĝĖÐÚʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦ
ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ �ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ ÏÚð·Ėʬʦ ûŅʦ ŅĝĝČʦ ·ĶĶĹĝŤûĕ·ŅÚďťʦ Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦşÚÚČĽʦ ïĝĹʦ ûŅʦ Ņĝʦ ÏÚÐĝĕÚʦ ûĕĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦ
for any remaining independent media inside Russia to continue to work.

24 In ʋʉʊʐ˂ʋʉʊʒʬʦŞûÖÚĝĽʦĝï the brutal killing of ]ĝ÷·ĕĕÚÖʦ�·÷·ʦEĽĕ·ûďʦ�ď˂�ÏÖŊďď·÷ʬʦ· Syrian man who deserted 
from Bashar al-Assad’s ·ĹĕťʦĹÚĽÚĹŞÚĽʬʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹÚÖʦĝĖ the internet. The man was bludgeoned with a sledge-
÷·ĕĕÚĹʬʦ÷ûĽ ÏĝÖťʦÖÚÐ·ĶûŅ·ŅÚÖʬʦ·ĖÖ his corpse abused. The killers in the video spoke Russian. Novaya gazeta 
was able to identify one of them. He turned out to be �Ņ·ĖûĽď·Şʦ ťÐ÷Čĝʬʦ· mercenary of the Wagner PMC. 
Russian law enforcement authorities refused to initiate a criminal case. 

https://vk.com/concordgroup_official?w=wall-177427428_1435
https://www.bbc.com/russian/features-63656584
https://tass.ru/politika/16316401
https://twitter.com/DefenceHQ/status/1604711619635945472
https://gulagu.net/news/2022-12-15-1532.html
https://zona.media/article/2023/02/01/run
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2020/04/21/85017-golovorezy-2-0
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AccordingʦŅĝʦ�ÚĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʦ¥ûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦ�ĝĹÖÚĹĽʬʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦÖĹĝĶĶÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦʊʎʉʦŅĝʦʊʎʎʦĝŊŅʦĝïʦʊʑʉʦĶď·Ð-
es in its freedom of speech ranking (Azerbaijan ranks 154th and Taliban-ruled Afghanistan 
Ĺ·ĖČĽʦ ʊʎʏŅ÷ˉʫʦ�÷ÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦÐ÷·ĖðÚʦĽĶÚÐûűÐ·ďďťʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ
and the subsequent de facto introduction of military censorship.
dĖʦʋʍʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ�ĝĽČĝĕĖ·ÖŭĝĹʦannounced that all mass media outlets covering the ‘special op-
eration’ were ‘ĝÏďûðÚÖʟŅĝʟÚŤÐďŊĽûŞÚďťʟŊĽÚʟûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟÖ·Ņ·ʟŅ÷ÚťʟĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʟïĹĝĕʟĝïűÐû·ďʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ
ĽĝŊĹÐÚĽʫ˓ʦdĖʦʋʏʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ðÚĖÐťʦûĽĽŊÚÖʦŅÚĖʦĕÚÖû·ʦĝŊŅďÚŅĽʦşûŅ÷ʦdemands to remove mate-
rials containing ‘inaccurate information’ about the shelling of Ukrainian cities and the deaths 
ĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦÐûŞûďû·ĖĽʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·Ľʦ˒ĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʟûĖʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟŅ÷ÚʟĝĖðĝûĖðʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟûĽʟĹÚïÚĹĹÚÖʟŅĝʟ·Ľʟ·Ėʟ·Ņ-
Ņ·ÐČʟĝĹʟûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖ.’
9Ĺĝĕʦʋʐʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʦĽťĽŅÚĕ·ŅûÐʦÏďĝÐČûĖðʦĝïʦĕÚÖû·ʦşÚÏĽûŅÚĽʦĽŅ·ĹŅÚÖʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ�¤ʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʦ̂ ·Ľ-
Ņĝť·Ľ÷Ð÷ÚÚʦŞĹÚĕť·ʦˌˋ�Ú·ďʟ�ûĕÚˌˍʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦ�·Öûĝʦ9ĹÚÚʦ$ŊĹĝĶÚʸ�·ÖûĝʦWûÏÚĹŅťʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹŅûÐû-
Ķ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ¤ĝûÐÚʦĝïʦ�ĕÚĹûÐ·ˉʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦTĹťĕʫ�Ú·ďûûʦ̩ ˋ�ĹûĕÚ·ʤ�Ú·ďûŅûÚĽˌ] created by the Ukrainian 
ĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦĝïʦ�·ÖûĝʦWûÏÚĹŅťʬʦ�÷Úʦ^Úşʦ�ûĕÚĽʦĕ·ð·ŭûĖÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅŊÖÚĖŅʦĕ·ð·ŭûĖÚʦ dª�ʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ûÏÚ-
rian news publication Taiga.Info.
On 2 March it became known that the websites of the largest independent TV channel Dozhd 
ˌˋ�·ûĖˌˍʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĝďÖÚĽŅʦ Ĺ·ÖûĝʦĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʦÐĝŞÚĹûĖðʦĽĝÐû·ďʦ ·ĖÖʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ ûĽĽŊÚĽʦ$Č÷ĝʦ]ĝĽČŞťʦ ˌˋ$Ð÷ĝʟ
ĝïʟ]ĝĽÐĝşˌˍʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÏďĝÐČÚÖʫʦ�÷ÚʦĖÚŤŅʦÖ·ťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝ·ĹÖʦĝïʦÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹĽʦĝïʦ$Č÷ĝʦ]ĝĽČŞťʦÖÚÐûÖÚÖʦ
Ņĝʦ ďûĸŊûÖ·ŅÚʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʮʦ ĝŭ÷Öʬʦ ûĖʦ ŅŊĹĖʬʦ ĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦ ûŅĽʦÏĹĝ·ÖÐ·ĽŅûĖðʦ ˈûŅʦş·Ľʦ ĹÚĽŊĕÚÖʦ ûĖʦ RŊďťʦ
from Latvia).
dĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖûð÷Ņʦĝïʦʌ˂ʍʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷ÚʦşÚÏĽûŅÚĽʦĝïʦ]ÚÖŊŭ·ʬʦ���ʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ÚĹŞûÐÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦ�·ÖûĝʦWûÏÚĹŅťʦ
şÚĹÚʦÏďĝÐČÚÖʫʦdĖʦʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ]ÚÖû·ŭĝĖ·ʬʦ·ʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦ
ĽťĽŅÚĕʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦş·Ľʦ·ÖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĽŅÚĹʦĝïʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦĽûŅÚĽʫʦ]·ĖťʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦĶŊÏ-
lications were also blocked.
dĖʦʎʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦĕÚÖû·ʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ¤·ŭ÷ĖťÚʦûĽŅĝĹûûʦˌ‘Important Stories’] and the Amer-
ûÐ·Ėʦ �ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʦ ïĝĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ÖŞ·ĖÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ ĝïʦ RĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽĕʬʦ ş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ dĹð·ĖûĽÚÖʦ �ĹûĕÚʦ
·ĖÖʦ�ĝĹĹŊĶŅûĝĖʦ�ÚĶĝĹŅûĖðʦ}ĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ ˈd���}ˉʬʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ ďûĽŅʦĝïʦ ˒ŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚ˓ʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·-
ŅûĝĖĽʫʦEĖʦRŊďťʬʦ�÷ÚʦEĖĽûÖÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦ�ÚďďûĖðÐ·ŅʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅʫʦ�ĝďď·ÏĝĹ·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ˒ŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚ˓ʦ
ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĕ·ťʦûĖÐďŊÖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĶĝĽŅûĖðʦĝïʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʬʦÐ·ĖʦĹÚĽŊďŅʦûĖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʫ
�ʦ ĖŊĕÏÚĹʦ ĝïʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ·ĖÖʦ ïĝĹÚûðĖʦĕÚÖû·ʦ ĝŊŅďÚŅĽʦ ˈïĝĹʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ ³Ė·ČʫÐĝĕʬʦ �ĝďŅ·ʬʦ �ďĝĝĕÏÚĹðʬʦ
�^^ˉʦÖÚÐûÖÚÖʦŅĝʦÐÚ·ĽÚʦşĝĹČûĖðʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ĖðÚĹʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĽŅ·ïïʬʦş÷ûďÚʦĽĝĕÚʦÏÚð·Ėʦ
ŅĝʦÐÚĖĽĝĹʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÚÖûŅĝĹû·ďʦÏĝ·ĹÖʦĝïʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʦwrote on its Telegram 
Ð÷·ĖĖÚďʦĝĖʦʍʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʭʦ ˒�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʟşûďďʟ·ďĽĝʟ÷·ŞÚʟ Ņĝʟ÷ûÖÚʟ ĽĝĕÚʟĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʟ·ÏĝŊŅʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ˉĽĶÚÐû·ďʟ
ĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖˊʟ·ĖÖʟÐ÷·ĖðÚʟĽĝĕÚʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚĕʤʟEĖʟ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʥʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟïŊŅŊĹÚʟşÚʟşûďďʟÏÚʟïĝĹÐÚÖʟŅĝʟðûŞÚʟ
ŊĶʟĝŊĹʟÖ·ťʻŅĝʻÖ·ťʟÐĝŞÚĹ·ðÚʟĝïʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʟÚŞÚĖŅĽʥʟ ïĝÐŊĽûĖðʟĝĖʟ·ĽĽÚĽĽĕÚĖŅĽʥʟĝĶûĖûĝĖĽʥʟ·Ė·ďťŅûÐĽʟ
·ĖÖʟÖÚĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖĽʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĖĽÚĸŊÚĖÐÚĽʤʟ�ĖÖʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚĽÚʟðÚĖĹÚĽʥʟŅĝĝʥʟşÚʟşûďďʟĶĹĝÏ·Ïďťʟ÷·ŞÚʟŅĝʟÏÚʟŞÚĹťʟ
Ð·ĹÚïŊďʟ·ĖÖʟŊĽÚʟ�ÚĽĝĶû·Ėʟď·ĖðŊ·ðÚʫ˓ʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦ^ĝŞ·ť·ʦð·ŭÚŅ·ʦannounced the removal 
of materials related to the war in Ukraine from its website.
dĖʦʋʑʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ^ĝŞ·ť·ʦð·ŭÚŅ·ʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ĖťʦĖÚşʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʦĝĖʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦĝïʦş·ĹĖ-
ûĖðĽʦ ûĽĽŊÚÖʦÏťʦ�ĝĽČĝĕĖ·ÖŭĝĹʫʦ EĖʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÚÖûŅĝĹû·ďʦÏĝ·ĹÖʦĽŅ·ĹŅÚÖʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ûĖðʦ·ʦĖÚşʦÚÖûŅûĝĖʦ
ûĖʦW·ŅŞû·ʦÚĖŅûŅďÚÖʬʦ^ĝŞ·ť·ʦ:·ŭÚŅ·ʫʦ$ŊĹĝĶ·ʫʦ�ĝĽČĝĕĖ·ÖŭĝĹʦĽĝĝĖʦÏďĝÐČÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖ˓ĽʦşÚÏ-
site in Russia.
dĖʦ �ĶĹûďʦ ʐʬʦ ·Ėʦ ŊĖûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦ ĶÚĹĽĝĖʦ ĶĝŊĹÚÖʦ ïĝŊď˂ĽĕÚďďûĖðʦ ĹÚÖʦ Ķ·ûĖŅʦ ĝĖʦDmitry Muratovʬʦ ÚÖ-

https://rsf.org/en/index?year=2022
https://rkn.gov.ru/news/rsoc/news74084.htm
https://meduza.io/news/2022/02/26/roskomnadzor-potreboval-ot-10-smi-udalit-nedostovernuyu-informatsiyu-o-voyne-s-ukrainoy-on-zapretil-nazyvat-voynu-voynoy
https://t.me/RepublicMag/12629
https://t.me/novaya_pishet/37513
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ûŅĝĹ˂ûĖ˂Ð÷ûÚïʦ ĝïʦ ^ĝŞ·ť·ʦ ð·ŭÚŅ·ʦ ·ĖÖʦ ^ĝÏÚďʦ }Ú·ÐÚʦ }ĹûŭÚʦ ď·ŊĹÚ·ŅÚʬʦ ûĖʦ ·ʦ ŅĹ·ûĖʦ Ð·ĹĹû·ðÚʦ ·Ņʦ]ĝĽ-
Ðĝş˓ĽʦT·ŭ·ĖʦĹ·ûďş·ťʦĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚĹʦĽ÷ĝŊŅÚÖʭʦ˒]ŊĹ·ŅĝŞʥʟŅ÷ûĽʟûĽʟïĝĹʟĝŊĹʟÏĝťĽ.’ An accomplice 
űďĕÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦĝĖʦŞûÖÚĝʫʦ]ŊĹ·ŅĝŞʦĽŊïïÚĹÚÖʦ·ʦÐ÷ÚĕûÐ·ďʦÏŊĹĖʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦÚťÚʫʦ�÷ÚʦĖÚŤŅʦÖ·ťʬʦĶĝďûÐÚʦ
·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦĝïʦEďť·ʦ]·ĹČĝŞÚŅĽʬʦş÷ĝʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦűďĕÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʫʦAûĽʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅʦ
ï·ŅÚʦ÷·ĽʦĖĝŅʦÏÚÚĖʦĶŊÏďûÐďťʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʫʦ�÷ÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĽŊĽĶÚÐŅʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦĶĝďûÐÚʬʦ÷·ĽʦŲÚÖʫʦ�÷Úʦ�ÚďÚ-
gram channel ‘Baza’ revealed that his name is Nikolai Trifonov. Novaya gazeta journalists found 
·ʦĶ÷ĝŅĝʦĝïʦ·ʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďûĽŅʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĶ·Ĺ·ĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷·ŅʦĖ·ĕÚʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʬʦ
·ĖÖʦ]ŊĹ·ŅĝŞʦûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦ·ĽʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚĹʫʦ�÷Úʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʦ˒�ĖûĝĖʦĝïʦ³ʦ}·Ĺ·ŅĹĝĝĶÚĹĽ˓ʦűĹĽŅʦ
published the video of the crime with a comment ending with the words ‘¥ÚʟşûďďʟÐĝĕÚʟïĝĹʟÚ·Ð÷ʟ
ĝïʟťĝŊʥʟ ĉŊĽŅʟş·ûŅʩʩʩ’ but then deleted the post. Although the motive for the attack could have 
ÏÚÚĖʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦĝïʦï·Ĺ˂Ĺûð÷ŅʦĕûďûŅ·ĹûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦûŅʦşĝŊďÖʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦ
ÖûïűÐŊďŅʦŅĝʦÐ·ĹĹťʦĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ÚďĶʦĝïʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ
told which compartment Muratov was in and had been able to smuggle a large amount of paint 
Ņ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖĽĶÚÐŅûĝĖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖŅĹ·ĖÐÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶď·ŅïĝĹĕʦÐ÷ÚÐČÚÖʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦĶ·ĽĽĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚĹĽʬʦÏŊŅʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦÖÚŅ·ûĖʦ÷ûĕʬʦ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦ]ŊĹ·ŅĝŞʦŅĝďÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦ
Ņ÷·Ņʦş·ĽʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·Ėʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦŅ·ČÚĖʦĶ·ĹŅʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʫʦ9ŊĹŅ÷ÚĹĕĝĹÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ŊðÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦ���¤ʦ
Ð·ĕÚĹ·ĽʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦÚĸŊûĶĶÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ÖŞ·ĖÐÚÖʦï·Ðû·ďʦĹÚÐĝðĖûŅûĝĖʦŅÚÐ÷ĖĝďĝðťʬʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦï·ÐûďûŅ·ŅÚʦ
the arrest of the suspects. The detention of the second suspect has not yet been reported.
EĖʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ Novaya gazetaʦ ş·Ľʦ űĖÚÖʦ Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦ ŅûĕÚĽʬʦ ĝĖʦ ʏʦ RŊďťʬʦ ʊʉʦ �ŊðŊĽŅʦ ·ĖÖʦ ʊʍʦ �ÚĶŅÚĕ-
ÏÚĹʬʦ ïĝĹʦ ʌʉʉʬʉʉʉʦ ĹĝŊÏďÚĽʬʦ ʌʎʉʬʉʉʉʦ ĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ʌʉʉʬʉʉʉʦ ĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ ĹÚĽĶÚÐŅûŞÚďťʬʦ ïĝĹʦ Şûĝď·ŅûĝĖʦ
of the freedom of mass information (Article 13.15, Part 9, RCAOˉʮʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖÐÚʬʦĝĖʦʊʌʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ
ïĝĹʦʍʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦïĝĹÐÚĽʦˈArticle 20.3.3, Part 
1, RCAOˉʫʦ9ûĖ·ďďťʬʦĝĖʦʏʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦ·ʦÐĝŊĹŅʦcancelled Novaya gazeta’s licence as a media out-
let on the formal grounds that the outlet had failed to notify Roskomnadzor about a change 
of owner in 2006.
�Ľʦĝïʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʊʎʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦcalculationsʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚÖû·ʦĝŊŅďÚŅʦ}ĹĝÚČŅʬʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʎʉʍʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦ
÷·ÖʦďÚïŅʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦÖŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦťÚ·ĹʬʦĕĝĽŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úĕʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʫ

2.9.2. Combating independent media 
dĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʊʬʦ�ŞÚĹĽČĝûʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ]ÚŅ·ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĝşĖĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĖÚŅ-
şĝĹČĽʦ9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʦ·ĖÖʦEĖĽŅ·ðĹ·ĕʬʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ˒�÷Úʟ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʟ:ÚĖÚĹ·ďˌĽʟdïűÐÚʟûĖ-
ĽûĽŅÚÖʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ÚʟĽĝÐû·ďʟĖÚŅşĝĹČĽʟ9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʟ·ĖÖʟEĖĽŅ·ðĹ·ĕʟ÷ĝĽŅʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʤʟdĖÚʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟÐď·ûĕĽʟ
ĕ·ÖÚʟÏťʟŅ÷Úʟ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʟ:ÚĖÚĹ·ďˌĽʟdïűÐÚʟÐĝĖÐÚĹĖÚÖʟŅ÷ÚʟĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʟĝïʟĶ÷ĝŅĝĽʟĝïʟ�ÖĝďïʟAûŅďÚĹʟĝĖʟEĖ-
ĽŅ·ðĹ·ĕʟûĖʟʄʂʃʈʤʟ�ĕĝĖðʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ Ņ÷ûĖðĽʥʟ Ņ÷ÚʟĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚʟĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʟ:ÚĖÚĹ·ďˌĽʟdïűÐÚʟ·Ľ-
ĽÚĹŅÚÖʥʟ]ÚŅ·ʟ ĽĝÐû·ďʟĖÚŅşĝĹČĽʟĶĝĽŅÚÖʟ Ð·ďďĽʟ ïĝĹʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʟ ûĖʟĕ·ĽĽʟĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʟ Ņ÷·Ņʟ ÖûÖʟĖĝŅʟ÷·ŞÚʟ
ĝïűÐû·ďʟ·ĶĶĹĝŞ·ďʟ·ĖÖʟÐ·ďďĽʟïĝĹʟŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʥʟûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʟĽŅ·-
ŅûĝĖÚÖʟûĖʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬ˓ʦ·ʦ^ĝŞ·ť·ʦð·ŭÚŅ·ʦÐĝĹĹÚĽĶĝĖÖÚĖŅʦrelayed the position of the General Prose-
ÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦdïűÐÚʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅĹĝĝĕʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʦĖĝŅÚÖʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĖʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦ·ĶĶďťʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ¥÷·ŅĽ�ĶĶʦĕÚĽĽÚĖðÚĹʬʦ·ďĽĝʦĝşĖÚÖʦÏťʦ]ÚŅ·ʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ ˒ûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʟşûďďʟĖĝŅʟÏÚʟĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅ-
ÚÖʟ ĉŊĽŅʟ ÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʟ Ņ÷Úťʟ ŊĽÚʟ ]ÚŅ·ˌĽʟ ĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽ.’ What exactly law enforcement agencies consider 
ŅĝʦÏÚʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦûïʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦûĽʦ·ʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĖÚŅşĝĹČʦ
şûŅ÷ʦĕûďďûĝĖĽʦĝïʦŊĽÚĹĽʬʦĹÚĕ·ûĖĽʦŊĖÐďÚ·Ĺʫ

https://t.me/bazabazon/11125
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2022/07/06/odnoi-kraskoi-mazany
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2023/01/05/eto-gosudarstvo-nado-obzhalovat
https://cpj.org/ru/2022/09/%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B5-%D0%B2%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B9/
https://www.proekt.media/guide/russian-media-after-war/
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2022/03/21/sud-v-moskve-zapretil-rabotu-meta-iz-za-ekstremistskoi-deiatelnosti-news
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Nothing is yet known of any criminal proceedings brought for using Facebook or Insta-
ðĹ·ĕʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ ûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅŊĕĖʦûŅʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦČĖĝşĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŊĽÚĹĽʦ·ĹÚʦÏÚûĖðʦðûŞÚĖʦş·ĹĖûĖðĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ
the inadmissibility of extremist activity. Such warnings were reported by human rights activist 
Pavel Chikov and the RoskomsvobodaʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʫʦEĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʬʦï·Ľ÷ûĝĖʦÏďĝððÚĹʦVeronika Loginovaʬʦ
ş÷ĝʦĹ·Ėʦ·ĖʦEĖĽŅ·ðĹ·ĕʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦĝĖʦï·Ľ÷ûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦĶĽťÐ÷ĝďĝðťʬʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦ·ʦş·ĹĖûĖðʫ
$ŞÚĖʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦ]ÚŅ·ʦş·ĽʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʦ·ĖÖʦEĖĽŅ·ðĹ·ĕʦşÚĹÚʦ
blocked. They are available in Russia only with the use of blocking circumvention tools. Twitter 
has also been blocked in Russia.
�÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĖÚŅşĝĹČʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦûŅĽÚďïʦïŊďűďďĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĸŊûĹÚĕÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˂:ÚĖ-
ÚĹ·ď˓ĽʦdïűÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦÏďĝÐČĽʦĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďʦĶ·ðÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅûÚĽʦÚĖʦĕ·ĽĽÚʦş÷ÚĹÚʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦŅ·ďČʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ
Ņ÷Úʦş·ĹʦûĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖûïïÚĹĽʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦŞÚĹĽûĝĖʫ

2.9.3. Blocking of other internet resources 
�ťʦʋʋʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ĝĽČĝĕĽŞĝÏĝÖ·ʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ÷·ÖʦcountedʦĕĝĹÚʦ Ņ÷·ĖʦʒʬʌʉʉʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ ûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
websites had been blocked on account of the de facto military censorship in place. Among 
Ņ÷Úĕʦ·ĹÚʦÖĝŭÚĖĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕÚÖû·ʦĝŊŅďÚŅĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦďûĽŅÚÖʦ·ÏĝŞÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦĕÚÖû·ʦïĹĝĕʦĝŅ÷-
ÚĹʦÐĝŊĖŅĹûÚĽʬʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺďťʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʮʦŅ÷ÚʦşÚÏĽûŅÚĽʦĝïʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅĽʦˈ9ĝĹʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʬʦ
:ĝďĝĽʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĖŅû˂¥·Ĺʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʬʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ¥·ŅÐ÷ˉʮʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦşÚÏĽûŅÚĽʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʮʦÏďĝðĽʮʦ ûĖĽŅĹŊÐŅûĝĖĽʦĝĖʦÚŞ·ÖûĖðʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ
ĽŊĹĹÚĖÖÚĹûĖðʦŅĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦŅĹĝĝĶĽʬʦĝĹʦ·ĽĽûĽŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦïĝĹÐÚĽʮʦĝĖďûĖÚʦĹÚĽĝŊĹÐÚĽʦ
ĝïʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦïÚ·ŅŊĹÚʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʦˈïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷ÚĽĽʦşÚÏĽûŅÚʦ
Ð÷ÚĽĽʫÐĝĕʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖďûĖÚʦÚĖÐťÐďĝĶÚÖû·ʦĝïʦŞûĽŊ·ďʦ·ĹŅʦ¥ûČû�ĹŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦşÚÏĽûŅÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦð·ĕÚʦ�ʫ�ʫ�ʫWʫTʫ$ʫ�ʫʦʋʭʦ
AÚ·ĹŅʦĝïʦ�÷ĝĹĖĝÏťďʬʦŅ÷Úʦ}·ĹČ�ŊĖʦĹŊĖĖûĖðʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅťʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖˉʫ

2.10. Other types of pressure for 
anti-war opinions 
ʋʫʊʉʫʊʫʦ�·ĖÐÚďď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦÐĝĖÐÚĹŅĽʬʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚĽʦ
and other cultural and educational events 
�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŊŅÏĹÚ·ČʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦĽťĽŅÚĕ·ŅûÐ·ďďťʦÖûĽĹŊĶŅÚÖʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦÚŞÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦĕŊĽûÐû·ĖĽʬʦŅ÷Ú·ŅĹÚʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕÚĹĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·Ð·ÖÚĕûÐĽʦş÷ĝʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽÚÖʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĝĶûĖûĝĖĽʫ
}ĝĶŊď·Ĺʦ ĶĝĶʬʦ ĹĝÐČʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ĺ·Ķʦ ĕŊĽûÐʦ ĶÚĹïĝĹĕÚĹĽʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ ÏÚÚĖʦ ĕĝĽŅʦ ·ïïÚÐŅÚÖʦ Ïťʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĹ·ÐČÖĝşĖʫʦ
EĖʦ RŊďťʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ9ĝĖŅ·ĖČ·ʦpublished a list of almost 30 banned bands 
·ĖÖʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕÚĹĽʬʦĕĝĽŅʦĝïʦş÷ĝĕʦ÷·ÖʦĽĶĝČÚĖʦĝŊŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʫʦ�÷ÚʦďûĽŅʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦ9ĝĖŅ·ĖČ·ʬʦ

https://web.archive.org/web/20230204142604/https:/t.me/pchikov/5184
https://roskomsvoboda.org/post/extremism-za-buty-blog/
https://roskomsvoboda.org/post/voyennaya-cenzura-god-2022/
https://www.fontanka.ru/2022/07/07/71472080/
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was being distributed among concert organisers. Many of the musicians mentioned on the list 
have indeed faced concert cancellations. This has happened to musicians critical of the Russian 
·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦÏÚïĝĹÚʬʦÏŊŅʦûŅʦş·Ľʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦÐĝĖÐÚĹŅʦ
Ð·ĖÐÚďď·ŅûĝĖĽʦĝĹʦĶĝĽŅĶĝĖÚĕÚĖŅĽʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦĽťĽŅÚĕ·ŅûÐʦ·ĖÖʦşûÖÚĽĶĹÚ·ÖʫʦEĖʦRŊďťʬʦ��Tʦpublicised 
the fact that contracts with musicians had begun to include a prohibition on political state-
ĕÚĖŅĽʦÖŊĹûĖðʦÐĝĖÐÚĹŅĽʬʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÐĝŊďÖʦÚĖŅ·ûďʦ·ʦď·ĹðÚʦĕĝĖÚŅ·ĹťʦĶÚĖ·ďŅťʫ
Here listed are some of the more prominent and illustrative examples of political pressure 
on musicians.

• �Ņʦ·ʦÐĝĖÐÚĹŅʦûĖʦ�ï·ʦĝĖʦʊʑʦ]·ťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚ·ÖÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĖÖʦ  �ʬʦYury Shevchukʬʦĕ·ÖÚʦ·Ėʦ·Ė-
ti-war speechʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ÷Ĺ·ĽÚʭʦ ˒�÷Úʟ]ĝŅ÷ÚĹď·ĖÖʟûĽʟĖĝŅʟ Ņ÷ÚʟĶĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅˌĽʟ·ĹĽÚʥʟ
ş÷ûÐ÷ʟĖÚÚÖĽʟŅĝʟÏÚʟÐĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅďťʟďûÐČÚÖʟ·ĖÖʟČûĽĽÚÖʫ˓ʦEĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚďťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖÐÚĹŅʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ
to Radmir UsaevʬʦÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ï·ʦĶĹĝÖŊÐŅûĝĖʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʬʦ ˒ď·şʟÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʟĝïűÐÚĹĽʟ ûĖ-
űďŅĹ·ŅÚÖʟÏ·ÐČĽŅ·ðÚʥʟ ûĽĝď·ŅÚÖʟ«ŊĹťʟ«Ŋʤʟ ˅Yury Yulianovich Shevchukˆʟ ïĹĝĕʟŅ÷ÚʟÏ·ĖÖʟşûŅ÷-
ĝŊŅʟÚŞÚĖʟďÚŅŅûĖðʟŅ÷ÚʟÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝďďÚÐŅûŞÚʟŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷.’ Charges were drawn up against 
Shevchuk for discrediting the Russian army (Article 20.3.3, Part 1, RCAOˉʫʦ EĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ
÷Úʦş·ĽʦűĖÚÖʦʎʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦÏ·ĖÖ˓ĽʦÐĝĖÐÚĹŅĽʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĶĝĽŅĶĝĖÚÖʦŊĖŅûďʦʋʉʋʌʬʦ
with the Gazprom-Arena in St. Petersburg saying the postponement was ‘for reasons 
ÏÚťĝĖÖʟŅ÷ÚʟĝĹð·ĖûĽÚĹˌĽʟÐĝĖŅĹĝď.’

• Concerts by the group Anacondaz were cancelled and disrupted in several cities. For ex-
·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦRŊĖÚʬʦ]ĝĽÐĝş˓Ľʦ:W�¤�W��ʦannounced the cancellation of the band’s perfor-
ĕ·ĖÐÚʭʦ ˒�ïŅÚĹʟ ĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʟşÚÚČĽʟ ĝïʟ Ð·ďďĽʟ ŅĝʟŊĽʟ ïĹĝĕʟŞ·ĹûĝŊĽʟ ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʥʟ ĝĖʟ 9ĹûÖ·ťʥʟ ʄʆʟ RŊĖÚʥʟ
şûŅ÷ûĖʟ·ʟÐĝŊĶďÚʟĝïʟ÷ĝŊĹĽʟ·ïŅÚĹʟĝŊĹʟď·ŅÚĽŅʟĹÚĉÚÐŅûĝĖʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟĹÚĸŊÚĽŅĽʥʟşÚʟĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʟĖĝŅûűÐ·-
ŅûĝĖĽʟĝïʟ ŅşĝʟŊĖĽÐ÷ÚÖŊďÚÖʟûĖĽĶÚÐŅûĝĖĽʟÏťʟ�ĝĽĶĝŅĹÚÏĖ·ÖŭĝĹʟ˅Ņ÷ÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐĝĖĽŊĕ-
er rights agency — trans.ˆʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷Úʟ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʟĝïʟ$ĕÚĹðÚĖÐťʟ�ûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖĽʫ˓ʦ EĖʦ$Č·ŅÚĹûĖÏŊĹðʬʦ
the regional Ministry of Culture and police forced two venues to cancel an Anacondaz 
ÐĝĖÐÚĹŅʫʦEĖʦ}ÚĹĕʬʦĶĝďûÐÚʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĖÐÚďď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦÐĝĖÐÚĹŅʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷·Öʦ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦĽŅ·ĹŅÚÖʫʦ
�÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦď·ŅÚĹʦĹŊďÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĖÐÚďď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖÐÚĹŅĽʦş·ĽʦďÚð·ďʬʦÐûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦï·ûďŊĹÚʦ
to notify state authorities of the planned events in a timely manner.

• �ïŅÚĹʦ ·ʦ ĖŊĕÏÚĹʦ ĝïʦ Ð·ĖÐÚďď·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ï·ĖÖʦ �ďĝÚ˂¤ÚĹ·ʦ ÷ÚďÖʦ ĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦ ˒ĽÚÐĹÚŅʦ ÐĝĖÐÚĹŅĽ˓ʦ
ûĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦïĝĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĖŊÚʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦĶŊÏďûÐďťʦ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʬʦÏŊŅʦûĖŞûŅ·ŅûĝĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚĖŅʦ
ĝŊŅʦÏťʦÚ˂ĕ·ûďʦĝĹʦ�]�ʦŅĝʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏĝŊð÷ŅʦŅûÐČÚŅĽʫʦdĖʦʊʌʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĖÖ˓ĽʦďÚ·Öʦ
singer Vera Musaelyan toldʦ]ÚÖŊŭ·ʦŅ÷·Ņʦ9��ʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦÐ·ĕÚʦŅĝʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĖŊÚĽʭʦ˒They 
ûĖŅÚĹĹĝð·ŅÚʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ĝĹð·ĖûĽÚĹĽʥʟ ·ĽʟşÚďďʟ ·Ľʟ ĹÚŞûÚşûĖðʟ Ķ÷ĝŅĝĽʟ ·ĖÖʟ ĽŊĹŞÚûďď·ĖÐÚʟ ïĝĝŅ·ðÚʟ Ņĝʟ ÚĽ-
Ņ·ÏďûĽ÷ʟŅ÷ÚʟûÖÚĖŅûŅťʟĝïʟÚŞÚĹťĝĖÚʟş÷ĝʟÐ·ĕÚʟŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĖÐÚĹŅʫ˓ʦ�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷·ŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĖÖʦĽŅĝĶĶÚÖʦ
any concerts in Russia because of their inability to ensure the safety of visitors.

• The rock group Splin faced a concert ban after its lead singer Aleksandr Vasilyev ded-
icated a song at the Black Earth festival to musicians ‘ş÷ĝʟ ÷·Öʟ Ņĝʟ ďÚ·ŞÚʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ÐĝŊĖŅĹťʟ
ïĝĹʟŞ·ĹûĝŊĽʟĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʫ˓ʦ�ĶďûĖ˓ĽʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚʦş·ĽʦÐŊŅʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦïÚĽŅûŞ·ďʦÏĹĝ·ÖÐ·ĽŅʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷·Ņʬʦ
the band’s concerts began to be cancelled in various cities or postponed until 2023.

• The musicians of the group Bi-2 did not make any anti-war statements at all. Their 
problems began after they refused to perform on 28 April at the Omsk sports com-
ĶďÚŤʦĝĖʦĽŅ·ðÚʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÏ·ĖĖÚĹʦ ˒³·ʦ}ĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅ˓ʦ ˌˋ9ĝĹʟŅ÷Úʟ}ĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅˌʠʾʟŊĽûĖðʟŅ÷ÚʟW·ŅûĖʟ ďÚŅŅÚĹʟ
³ʥʟĝĖÚʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĽťĕÏĝďĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟş·ĹʥʟûĖʟĶď·ÐÚʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ťĹûďďûÐʟďÚŅŅÚĹʟƃʠʾʟŅĹ·ĖĽʤ]. The band tried 
to drape the slogan with a black cloth. ‘�Ľʟ·ʟĹÚĽŊďŅʥʟşÚʟ÷·ÖʟŅĝʟĹÚĕĝŞÚʟŅ÷ûĽʟÏď·ÐČʟÐďĝŅ÷ʟïĹĝĕʟ

https://www.rbc.ru/technology_and_media/18/07/2022/62d148df9a7947724236c581
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/DAoh13giTqU
https://www.instagram.com/p/CduFWoMIg3S/
https://t.me/gazpromarena_official/496
https://t.me/glavclubmoscow/352
https://t.me/meduzalive/66909
https://t.me/horizontal_russia/13527
https://t.me/horizontal_russia/13527
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Ņ÷ÚʟÏ·ĖĖÚĹʟĝŊĹĽÚďŞÚĽʥʟ·ïŅÚĹʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟŅ÷Úʟ·ĹŅûĽŅĽʟĹÚïŊĽÚÖʟŅĝʟĶÚĹïĝĹĕʟûĖʟïĹĝĖŅʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟdĕĽČʟĶŊÏ-
ďûÐʬ˓ʦsaidʦEŞ·ĖʦTĝďÚĽĖûČʬʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦÖÚĶŊŅťʦĽĶĝĹŅĽʦĕûĖûĽŅÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦdĕĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʫʦ˒Our perfor-
ĕ·ĖÐÚĽʟ·ďş·ťĽʟÏĹûĖðʟŅĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʟĶÚĝĶďÚʟĝïʟÖûïïÚĹÚĖŅʟŞûÚşĽʟ·ĖÖʟÏÚďûÚïĽʥʟş÷ĝʟ·ĹÚʟŊĖûŅÚÖʟÏťʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟ
ďĝŞÚʟïĝĹʟĕŊĽûÐʤʟdŊĹʟûÖÚ·ʟûĽʟĕŊĽûÐʟşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʟĶĝďûŅûÐĽʬ˓ʦŅ÷ÚʦĕŊĽûÐû·ĖĽʦexplainedʬʦ·ÖÖûĖðʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
·ďďʦǽȍȐʦŞÚĖŊÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦďûĖÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÏď·ÐČʦÖÚÐĝĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʫʦ^ÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦûĖʦ]·ťʬʦ�û˂ʋʦÐĝĖÐÚĹŅĽʦ
began to be systematically cancelled in various cities.

�ĝĖÐÚĹŅʦ ŞÚĖŊÚĽʬʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ ĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦ ïĹĝĕʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʬʦ ·ďĽĝʦ Ð·ĖÐÚďďÚÖʦ ĶÚĹïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚĽʦ Ïťʦ^ÚĽ-
Ð÷·ĽŅĖťʦ ĽďŊÐ÷·Úʬʦ  ĝĹ·ʬʦValery Meladzeʬʦ �E:$Wʬʦ TûĽ˂TûĽʬʦ TĹĝŞĝĽŅĝČʬʦ WûŅŅďÚʦ �ûðʦ ·ĖÖʦ dŅ÷ÚĹĽʦ ˅ʦ
all artists who in one way or another had made anti-war statements. The bans also affected 
classical music performers such as pianist Polina Osetinskayaʬʦ ĝĶÚĹ·ʦ ĽûĖðÚĹʦAnna Netrebkoʬʦ
and a group of musicians led by conductor Vasily Sinaisky.
Humourist Maksim Galkin spoke about the disruption of performances in Russia after 
÷Úʦ÷·Öʦĕ·ÖÚʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĝĖďûĖÚʦĶĝĽŅĽʦ ûĖʦ�ĶĹûďʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ÷ûĕʬʦ÷Úʦ·ďĽĝʦ÷·Öʦ·ÖŞÚĹŅûĽûĖðʦÐĝĖ-
ŅĹ·ÐŅĽʦÐ·ĖÐÚďďÚÖʭʦ˒�÷Úʟ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʟÏ·ĖĖÚÖʟĕťʟï·ÐÚʟïĹĝĕʟÐĝĕĕÚĹÐû·ďʟÏĹÚ·ČĽʫ˓ʦEĖʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ:·ďČ-
ûĖʦş·ĽʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ˒·ĖʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊĖÐŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅʫ˓ʦAûĽʦşûïÚʬʦĽûĖðÚĹʦ
Alla Pugachevaʬʦwroteʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŅûĕÚʭʦ˒}ďÚ·ĽÚʟÚĖĹĝďʟĕÚʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟĹ·ĖČĽʟĝïʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟ·ðÚĖŅĽʟĝïʟĕťʟÏÚďĝŞ-
ÚÖʟÐĝŊĖŅĹťʥʟ ïĝĹʟEʟ·ĕʟûĖʟĽĝďûÖ·ĹûŅťʟşûŅ÷ʟĕťʟ÷ŊĽÏ·ĖÖʦ ˌʫʫʫˍʦş÷ĝʟşûĽ÷ÚĽʟŅ÷Úʟ]ĝŅ÷ÚĹď·ĖÖʟĶĹĝĽĶÚĹûŅťʥʟ
ĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʟďûïÚʥʟïĹÚÚÖĝĕʟĝïʟĽĶÚÚÐ÷ʟ·ĖÖʟ·ĖʟÚĖÖʟŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟÖÚ·Ņ÷ʟĝïʟĝŊĹʟðŊťĽʟïĝĹʟûďďŊĽĝĹťʟðĝ·ďĽʟŅ÷·Ņʟĕ·ČÚʟ
ĝŊĹʟÐĝŊĖŅĹťʟ·ʟĶ·Ĺû·÷ʟ·ĖÖʟşÚûð÷ʟÖĝşĖʟŅ÷ÚʟďûŞÚĽʟĝïʟĝŊĹʟÐûŅûŭÚĖĽ.’ Both Galkin and Pugacheva left 
�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ EĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�Ĺ·ďʦ �Ņ·ŅÚʦ ¤·ĹûÚŅťʦ �÷Ú·ŅĹÚʦ Ð·ĖÐÚďďÚÖʦ �ďď·ʦ �ĹûÏŊŅÚʬʦ ·ʦ Ľ÷ĝşʦ ïÚ·ŅŊĹûĖðʦ
Pugacheva’s songs.
Theatre workers who spoke out against the war were also deprived of the opportunity to work. 
9ĝĹʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ Ņ÷Ú·ŅĹÚĽʦ ûĖʦ Ş·ĹûĝŊĽʦ ÐûŅûÚĽʦ Ð·ĖÐÚďďÚÖʦ ĶÚĹïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚĽʦ ĝïʦ Ķď·ťĽʦ Ïťʦ Ķď·ťşĹûð÷Ņʦ Ivan 
Vyrypaevʬʦş÷ĝʦĽ·ûÖʦ÷ÚʦşĝŊďÖʦÖĝĖ·ŅÚʦĕĝĖÚťʦŅĝʦïŊĖÖĽʦÖÚÖûÐ·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦĶĹĝŞûÖûĖðʦ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦŅĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ
EĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦĶĹĝÖŊÐŅûĝĖĽʦïÚ·ŅŊĹûĖðʦ·ÐŅĹÚĽĽʦYuliya Aug and plays directed by  ĕûŅĹťʟTĹťĕĝŞ were 
cancelled. The Moscow Art Theatre Studio School cancelled its contract with teacher and play-
wright Mikhail Durnenkovʦ ÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦ ·Ėʦ ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶĝĽŅʦ÷Úʦĕ·ÖÚʦĝĖʦ9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʫʦ EĖʦ�·Ľ÷ČûĹû·ʬʦ
a performance based on the novel Zuleikha Opens Her Eyes by Guzel Yakhina was cancelled.
EĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅŊĕĖʬʦ·ʦïĹ·ĖČďťʦ·ÏĽŊĹÖʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦĽĶĹÚ·Öʬʦş÷ÚĹÚÏťʦĶď·ťĽʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹŅûÐ-
ûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ˒ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦŊĖĹÚďû·ÏďÚ˓ʦűðŊĹÚĽʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷Ú·ŅĹÚĽʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ˒Ï·ĖĖÚÖ˓ʦ
Ė·ĕÚĽʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦÚĹ·ĽÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĶď·ťÏûďďĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹĝðĹ·ĕĕÚĽʫʦAÚĹÚʦ·ĹÚʦ·ʦïÚşʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚĽʭ

• The Russian Youth Academic Theatre and the Aleksandrinsky Theatre removed 
Boris Akunin’s name from playbills and announcements of plays based on his works. 
‘EŅʟûĽʟ·ÏĽĝďŊŅÚďťʟďĝðûÐ·ďʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ĝĽÚʟÐŊďŅŊĹ·ďʟűðŊĹÚĽʟş÷ĝʟûĖʟŅ÷ûĽʟÖûïűÐŊďŅʟŅûĕÚʟ÷·ŞÚʟďÚïŅʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝŊĖ-
ŅĹťʥʟş÷ĝʟ÷·ŞÚʟ·Ï·ĖÖĝĖÚÖʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʥʟş÷ĝʟ÷·ŞÚʟĶŊÏďûÐďťʟĝĶĶĝĽÚÖʟûŅĽʟĹûÐ÷ʟÐŊďŅŊĹÚʥʟĝĖÚʟ·ïŅÚĹʟ·Ė-
ĝŅ÷ÚĹʟďÚ·ŞÚʟĝŊĹʟûĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖĽʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟĶď·ťÏûďďĽʬ˓ʦĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦ�ŊďŅŊĹÚʦ
commentedʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦ��Tʫ

• EĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ TÚĕÚĹĝŞĝʦ ĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ ÖĹ·ĕ·ʦ Ņ÷Ú·ŅĹÚʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ė·ĕÚʦ ĝïʦ ÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʦ Rimas Tuminasʬʦ
ş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĽĶĝČÚĖʦĝŊŅʦûĖʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦş·ĽʦÐĝŞÚĹÚÖʦĝŞÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ
ş÷ûŅÚʦĶ·ĶÚĹʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶď·ťÏûďďĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚʦĝïʦ¥·Ĺʦ·ĖÖʦ}Ú·ÐÚʫʦ$ďÚĖ·ʦ�ûŅČûĖ·ʬʦÖÚĶ-
ŊŅťʦÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʦïĝĹʦ·ŊÖûÚĖÐÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦTŊŭÏ·ĽĽʦ Ĺ·ĕ·ʦ�÷Ú·ŅĹÚʬʦsaid in answer 
Ņĝʦ·ʦĸŊÚĽŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦÏťʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĕÚÖû·ʦĝŊŅďÚŅʦ�ûÏûĹʫ�Ú·ďûûʭʦ ˒^ĝʟÐĝĕĕÚĖŅʩʟ¥Úʟ·ĹÚʟ ïĝĹÏûÖ-
ÖÚĖʟŅĝʟÐĝĕĕÚĖŅʟĝĖʟŅ÷ûĽʟŅĝĶûÐʩʟ ĝĖˌŅʟťĝŊʟČĖĝşʟş÷ĝʟŅ÷ÚʟÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʟûĽʟťĝŊĹĽÚďŞÚĽʫʩʟ¥ÚďďʥʟŅ÷ÚĖʥʟ
ş÷ťʟ·ĹÚʟťĝŊʟ·ĽČûĖðʫ’ 

https://www.om1.ru/afisha/news/267340-gruppa_bi-2_otmenila_koncert_v_omske_za_15_minut_do_nachala_iz-za_bannera_v_podderzhku_prezidenta_rossii/
https://vk.com/wall-225666_473638?w=wall-225666_473638
https://www.instagram.com/p/CcqHi06MIxi/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CipbuA9qzIe/?igshid=NmNmNjAwNzg=
https://www.instagram.com/p/CipbuA9qzIe/?igshid=NmNmNjAwNzg=
https://www.sibreal.org/a/dramteatr-kuzbassa-po-prikazu-minkulta-snyal-s-afishi-imya-postanovschika-voyny-i-mira-rimasa-tuminasa/32101283.html
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• The name of the director TûĹûďďʟ �ÚĹÚÏĹÚĖĖûČĝŞ was removed from the programme 
ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �÷ÚČ÷ĝŞʦ ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ �ĹŅʦ �÷Ú·ŅĹÚ˓Ľʦ ĶĹĝÖŊÐŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ �÷Úʦ 9ĝĹÚĽŅʬʦ ĹÚĶď·ÐûĖðʦ ûŅʦ şûŅ÷ʦ
the word ‘ E�$��d�.’

• EĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦ ûĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦ ďÚÐŅŊĹÚĽʦĝĖʦ ˒�÷Úʦ�ĝÐû·ďʦ�Ĺ·ûĖʭʦ 9ûĖÖûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ$ÖðÚʦ�ÚŅşÚÚĖʦ
Cooperation and Conformity’ by science popularizer �Ľť·ʟT·ŭ·ĖŅĽÚŞ·ʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐû-
Ķ·ŅÚÖʦûĖʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĹ·ďďûÚĽʬʦşÚĹÚʦÐ·ĖÐÚďďÚÖʫʦ˒ʫ..they ˌŅ÷ÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽÚĹĽˍʟĽŅ·ĹŅÚÖʟŅĝʟĹÚÐÚûŞÚʟŭʻÏĝŅĽʟ
·ĖÖʟŅ÷ÚťʟÏÚÐ·ĕÚʟŞÚĹťʟÐĝĖÐÚĹĖÚÖʟ·ĖÖʟÖÚÐûÖÚÖʟŅĝʟĕ·ČÚʟĽŊĹÚʟŅ÷ÚťʟÖûÖĖˌŅʟŅ·ČÚʟ·ʟşĹĝĖðʟĽŅÚĶʬ˓ʦ
T·ŭ·ĖŅĽÚŞ·ʦexplained.

2.10.2. Dismissals and expulsions from edu-
cational institutions for anti-war opinions 
OVD-Info counted 40 known cases of dismissals for an anti-war stance between 24 Febru-
·Ĺťʦ·ĖÖʦʋʍʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦʋʏʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦşÚĹÚʦÖûĽĕûĽĽ·ďĽʦĝïʦŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹĽʦïĹĝĕʦÚÖŊÐ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦûĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖĽʦ
(10 school teachers and 16 teachers from higher and secondary vocational schools). Among 
those dismissed were both activistsʦ ˈïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦÐ÷·ûĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�Ú·Ð÷ÚĹĽ˓ʦ�ďďû·ĖÐÚʦ
trade union Raushan Valiullinʬʦş÷ĝʦŅ·Ŋð÷Ņʦ÷ûĽŅĝĹťʦ·Ņʦ·ʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďʦûĖʦ^·ÏÚĹÚŭ÷ĖťÚʦ�÷ÚďĖťˉʦ·ĖÖʦĶÚĝ-
ple who had not previously been involved in any civil society activity. The reasons for dismissal 
ÐĝŊďÖʦûĖÐďŊÖÚʦÏÚûĖðʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÖʦ·Ņʦ·ʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʬʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶĝĽŅĽʦĝĖʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĖÚŅşĝĹČĽʬʦĝĹʦĽŅ·ŅÚ-
ments about Russian aggression in communication with students. Sometimes it was the lat-
ŅÚĹʦş÷ĝʦĹÚÐĝĹÖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹ˓ĽʦĽĶÚÚÐ÷ʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦÖÚĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʦŅ÷ÚĕʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·Ė·ðÚĕÚĖŅʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚÖŊÐ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦûĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖʦĝĹʦûĖïĝĹĕÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹÚĖŅĽʬʦş÷ĝʦŅ÷ÚĖʦşĹĝŅÚʦÐĝĕĶď·ûĖŅĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕ-
ĶďÚʬʦ·ʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďʦûĖʦTĝĹĽ·ČĝŞʬʦ�·Č÷·ďûĖʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦűĹÚÖ English teacher Marina Dubrovaʬʦş÷ĝʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦ
the war a mistake during a breaktime conversation with students. The conversation was video-
Ņ·ĶÚÖʦÏťʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊĶûďĽʬʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹÚĖŅĽʦşĹĝŅÚʦ·ʦÖÚĖŊĖÐû·ŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʬʦ
·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦÖûĽĕûĽĽÚÖʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦűĖÚÖʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽ-
sian army (Article 20.3.3, Part 1, RCAO). Vladimir Volkovʬʦ·ʦ÷ûĽŅĝĹťʦŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹʦïĹĝĕʦ:ŊĽ˂T÷ĹŊĽŅ·ďĖťʬʦ
ş·ĽʦűĹÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦŅşĝʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďĽʦ·ŅʦĝĖÐÚʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ÷Úʦanswered a question from students in sixth grade 
ˈʊʊ˂ʊʋʦťÚ·ĹĽʦĝďÖˉʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ÷ûĽʦŞûÚşʦĝïʦ}ŊŅûĖʭʦ˒EʟŅĝďÖʟŅ÷ÚĕʟïĹ·ĖČďťʟŅ÷·Ņʟ÷ÚʟŊĖďÚ·Ľ÷ÚÖʟŅ÷Úʟş·ĹʟûĖʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʟ
·ĖÖʟÐûŞûďû·ĖĽʟ·ĹÚʟÏÚûĖðʟČûďďÚÖʟĝĖʟ÷ûĽʟĝĹÖÚĹĽʤʟdŊĹʟÐĝŊĖŅĹťʟ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚÖʟ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʟÐĝŊĖŅĹťʥʟ·ʟðĝĝÖʟĖÚûð÷-
ÏĝŊĹʤʟEĖʟĽ÷ĝĹŅʥʟEʟĽ·ûÖʟş÷·ŅʟEʟŅ÷ûĖČʤʟ�ĶĶ·ĹÚĖŅďťʥʟŅ÷ÚʟĶ·ĹÚĖŅĽʟşÚĹÚʟĝŊŅĹ·ðÚÖʟ·ĖÖʟşÚĖŅʟŅĝʟĽÚÚʟŅ÷Úʟ÷Ú·Ö-
ŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹ.’ 
�÷ÚʦÖûĽĕûĽĽ·ďʦĝïʦŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹĽʦ·ďĽĝʦŅĝĝČʦĶď·ÐÚʦûĖʦ·ĖĖÚŤÚÖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦEĖʦ�ÚŞ·ĽŅĝĶĝďʬʦ·ʦĶĹûĕ·ĹťʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďʦ
teacher who decorated her classroom with pairs of blue and yellow balloons for 1 Septem-
ber was űĹÚÖ. Andrei Belozerovʦ̩ ʋʎˍʬʦ·ʦŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹʦ·Ņʦ�ÚďĝðĝĹĽČʦŅÚÐ÷ĖûÐ·ďʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďʬʦş·ĽʦűĹÚÖ because 
÷ÚʦĶď·ťÚÖʦ·ʦŞûÖÚĝʦÐďûĶʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝĖðʦ�·ťĹ·ČŅ·ĹʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐď·ĽĽĹĝĝĕʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷·Ņʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦŅşûÐÚʦĉ·ûďÚÖʦ
on administrative charges and was then charged with the criminal offence of repeated discred-
iting of the Russian army (Article 280.3, Part 1, RCC) and placed under house arrest. Geography 
teacher Susanna Bezazieva from Dzhankoi was forced to resign from her school after she in-

25 Bayraktar is a Turkish-made unmanned aerial vehicle used by the Ukrainian army. 

https://t.me/KirillandhisFriends/11809
https://www.facebook.com/asya.kazantseva/posts/pfbid02VwrYJwgNSA5PHpZJRimDv6sKQmfhaN9C9xghc3AB7ryMESWGViGiNqHNWJcbyNqTl
https://data.ovdinfo.org/svodka-antivoennyy-repressiy-desyat-mesyacev-voyny#5
https://www.idelreal.org/a/32014307.html
https://www.sibreal.org/a/na-sahaline-uchitelnitsu-uvolili-za-antivoennuyu-pozitsiyu/31786936.html
https://www.svoboda.org/a/vse-chto-slyshat-iz-televizora-oni-povtoryayut-kak-popugai-/32083418.html
https://sevastopol.su/news/v-sevastopole-uvolili-uchitelya-za-skrytuyu-propagandu-ukrainy
https://ria.ru/20220915/uvolnenie-1816986495.html
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tervened in a conversation during a school breaktime between children about Nazism and fas-
cism. ‘:ûĹďĽʥʟÖĝʟťĝŊʟČĖĝşʟş÷·Ņʟ^·ŭûĽĕʟ·ĖÖʟ ï·ĽÐûĽĕʟ·ĹÚʫʟdĖʟŅ÷Úʟ ŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʟĝïʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʥʟÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʟ
·ĹÚʟĽûĕĶďťʟÖÚïÚĖÖûĖðʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟ÷ĝĕÚĽʥʟűð÷ŅûĖðʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟïĹÚÚÖĝĕʥʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖÐÚʬ˓ʦĽ÷Úʦexplained. 
�÷ÚʦĽÐ÷ĝĝď˓Ľʦ÷Ú·ÖŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦŅĝďÖʦ÷ÚĹʭʦ˒�÷ûĽʟûĽʟĖĝŅʟûĖʟťĝŊĹʟÐĝĕĶÚŅÚĖÐÚʥʟďÚŅʟŅ÷Úʟ÷ûĽŅĝĹťʟ
ŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹʟÚŤĶď·ûĖʟ·ÏĝŊŅʟ^·ŭûĽĕʟ·ĖÖʟï·ĽÐûĽĕʟûĖʟŅ÷Úʟ÷ûĽŅĝĹťʟÐď·ĽĽʤʟ¥÷·ŅʟĹûð÷ŅʟÖûÖʟťĝŊʟ÷·ŞÚʟŅĝʟÚŤĶď·ûĖʟ
·ÏĝŊŅʟ^·ŭûĽĕʟ·ĖÖʟï·ĽÐûĽĕʟŅĝʟÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖʟÖŊĹûĖðʟÏĹÚ·ČŅûĕÚʫ’
 ĝÐŅĝĹĽʬʦÚĕĶďĝťÚÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ďʦ}ÚĖûŅÚĖŅû·Ĺťʦ�ÚĹŞûÐÚʬʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦRŊĽŅûÐÚʬʦĝïʦĕŊĽÚŊĕĽʦ
·ĖÖʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦĖ·ŅŊĹÚʦĹÚĽÚĹŞÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʬʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ďďʦûĖÐŊĹĹÚÖʦÖûĽĕûĽĽ·ďʦïĝĹʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʫʦ}ÚĹĽĝĖĽʦ
ĽŊÏĉÚÐŅʦŅĝʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦÐ·ĖʦűĖÖʦûŅʦûĕĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦŅĝʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÚĕĶďĝťĕÚĖŅʬʦÚŞÚĖʦ
ûïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚ˂ŅĹû·ďʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĶĶďûÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úĕʦ·ďďĝşʦŅ÷ÚĕʦŅĝʦïŊďűďʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦşĝĹČʦÖŊŅûÚĽʫʦEĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ
the above mentioned Olga Nazarenko was suspended from teaching at Ivanovo State Medical 
Academy because of a criminal prosecution for repeated violations of the law on public assem-
blies (Article 212.1 RCCˉʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦ÷ÚĹʦĽ·ŞûĖðĽʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚûŭÚÖʦÖŊĹûĖðʦ·ʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʫʦEĖʦ�Ņ·ĹťʦdĽČĝďʬʦ�Úď-
ðĝĹĝÖʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅʦĝïʦÐĝĖĽŅĹŊÐŅûĝĖʦşĝĹČÚĹʦAleksandr Grigoryevʬʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦ
·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʬʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦĹÚĖÚşÚÖʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦYabloko partyʬʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ:ĹûðĝĹťÚŞʦ
ûĽʦ·ʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ÷ûĽʦÚĕĶďĝťÚĹʦĽ·ûÖʦ÷ÚʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦĖÚÚÖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďĽʫ
The expulsion of students for taking an anti-war stance has become a systemic practice at var-
ious universities and institutions of secondary vocational education. OVD-Info has counted 
ʊʍʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝŞÚĹʦŅÚĖʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʫʦ¥÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ·ĹÚʦĝĖďťʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÐĝĕÚʦČĖĝşĖʬʦûŅʦûĽʦûĕ-
ĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦŅĝʦĽ·ťʦ÷ĝşʦĕ·ĖťʦĽŅŊÖÚĖŅĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ÐŅŊ·ďďťʦĽŊïïÚĹÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦş·ťʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ
to the Chechen opposition Telegram channel 1ADATʬʦʊʐʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦÚŤĶÚďďÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
Islamic University in Grozny alone for ignoring a rally on 23 September in support of ‘referen-
dums’ in the occupied territories of Ukraine.
Many cases are known where students have been expelled after being detained at an anti-war ral-
ďťʫʦ�÷ÚʦŊĖûŞÚĹĽûŅûÚĽʦĉŊĽŅûűÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤĶŊďĽûĝĖĽʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦď·şʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʦ
that followed. Former SOTA photographer Vasily Vorona was expelled from the Gubkin Rus-
Ľû·Ėʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦ�ĖûŞÚĹĽûŅťʦĝïʦdûďʦ·ĖÖʦ:·ĽʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÖʦ·Ņʦ·ʦĹ·ďďťʦĝĖʦʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦ
he had been working there as a photojournalist and had an editorial assignment.
One case is known where two female students were expelled from the Plekhanov Russian 
University of Economics for statements on their Instagram stories (such stories are available 
ïĝĹʦŞûÚşûĖðʦĝĖďťʦ ïĝĹʦ·ʦÖ·ťʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĕÚ·ĖĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅŊÖÚĖŅĽ˓ʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĖÚŅşĝĹČĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹĝÏ·ÏďťʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ
constant surveillance). ‘�ʟĽŅ·ïïʟĕÚĕÏÚĹʟĝïʟ Ņ÷ÚʟÖÚ·ĖˌĽʟĝïűÐÚʟ·ÐÐûÖÚĖŅ·ďďťʟ ďÚŅʟĝŊŅʟ Ņ÷·ŅʟşÚʟĽ÷ĝŊďÖʟ
ČÚÚĶʟÏÚŅŅÚĹʟŅĹ·ÐČʟĝïʟş÷·ŅʟşÚʟĶĝĽŅʟĝĖʟĽĝÐû·ďʟĕÚÖû·ʤʟ�÷Úťʟ÷·ŞÚʟĽÐĹÚÚĖĽ÷ĝŅĽʟŅ÷·ŅʟĶĹĝŞÚʟş÷·ŅʟşÚʟşÚĹÚʟ
ÚŤĶÚďďÚÖʟïĝĹʬ˓ʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦðûĹďĽʬʦAntonina Begachevaʬʦtold Novaya gazeta.
At least one expulsion has been successfully appealed in court. Timur Garipov was obliged 
to retake the sixth year of the St Petersburg State Paediatric Medical University.
9Ĺĝĕʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ĽÐ÷ĝĝďĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÐĝďďÚðÚĽʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ ûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚÖʦ ·ʦ ĖÚşʦ ·Ð·ÖÚĕûÐʦ ĽŊÏ-
ĉÚÐŅʬʦ˒�ĝĖŞÚĹĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ¥÷·Ņ˓ĽʦEĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅʫ˓ʦ�ÚïĝĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ð·ÖÚĕûÐʦťÚ·ĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽ-
sian Ministry of Education published the related methodological recommendations for teach-
ÚĹĽʬʦ ûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʦ ·ûĕÚÖʦ·Ņʦ ïĝĽŅÚĹûĖðʦĶ·ŅĹûĝŅûĽĕʫʦ�ďĹÚ·Öťʦ ĽŅ·ĹŅûĖðʦ ïĹĝĕʦ Ņ÷ÚʦűïŅ÷ʦðĹ·ÖÚʦ
it was proposed that teachers should discuss the ‘special operation.’ The guidelines stateʭʦ
‘�ĕĝĖðʟŅ÷Úʟðĝ·ďĽʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĽĶÚÐû·ďʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟ·ĹÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĶĹĝŅÚÐŅûĝĖʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĶĝĶŊď·ŅûĝĖʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ ĝĖ-
Ï·Ľʥʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟ÷·ĽʟÏÚÚĖʟĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʟ Ņĝʟ·ÏŊĽÚʟ·ĖÖʟĝĶĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʟÏťʟ Ņ÷ÚʟTťûŞʟĹÚðûĕÚʥʟ ŅĝʟÖûĽ·Ĺĕʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʥʟ
·ĖÖʟŅĝʟĶĹÚŞÚĖŅʟ^��dʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟÏ·ĽÚĽʟïĹĝĕʟÏÚûĖðʟÖÚĶďĝťÚÖʟĝĖʟûŅĽʟŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹť.’ The lesson was sup-

https://graty.me/monologue/vy-nachali-kommentirovat-bukvu-z-monolog-uchitelniczy-iz-dzhankoya-kotoruyu-uvolili-posle-razgovora-s-detmi-o-vojne-v-ukraine/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/25/ivanovskuyu-aktivistku-otstranili-ot-prepodavaniya-v-medakademii-iz-za-dela
https://www.yabloko.ru/regnews/lipetsk/2022/10/03
https://t.me/IADAT/14974
https://teletype.in/@sota/S4R0sPVWfLd
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2022/03/16/dve-studentki-reu-im-plekhanova-rasskazali-chto-ikh-otchislili-za-patsifistskie-prizyvy-v-instagrame-news
https://t.me/NetFreedomsProject/642
https://istories.media/investigations/2022/08/26/schaste-rodini-dorozhe-zhizni/
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posed to result in ‘ĽŅŊÖÚĖŅĽʟŊĖÖÚĹĽŅ·ĖÖûĖðʟŅ÷Úʟðĝ·ďĽʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĽĶÚÐû·ďʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʥʟŅ÷Úʟï·ÐŅʟ
Ņ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ÚʟĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ ^�ʟ·ĖÖʟW^�ʟ·ĹÚʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟĶÚĝĶďÚʥʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷ÚĹÚïĝĹÚʟûŅʟûĽʟûĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅʟŅĝʟĹÚŅŊĹĖʟ
Ņ÷ÚĕʟŅĝʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʫ˓ʦ�÷ÚʦďÚĽĽĝĖĽʦĽ÷ĝŊďÖʦûĖÐŊďÐ·ŅÚʦŅ÷ÚʦûÖÚ·ʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ʦĶ·ŅĹûĝŅʬʦ·ĕĝĖðʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ûĖðĽʬʦĽ÷ĝŊďÖʦ
be ready to die for the Motherland. With younger students this should be done by discussing 
ĶĹĝŞÚĹÏĽʬʦşûŅ÷ʦĝďÖÚĹʦĽŅŊÖÚĖŅĽʦûŅʦĽ÷ĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦÖĝĖÚʦÖûĹÚÐŅďťʫʦ�÷ÚʦĖÚşʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅʦ÷·ĽʦÚŞĝČÚÖʦ·ʦĹÚ·Ð-
tion among the general public and marked indignation on the part of some parents and teach-
ÚĹĽʫʦdĖʦʊʋʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûĖûĽŅĹťʦŊĶÖ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚŅ÷ĝÖĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦĹÚÐĝĕĕÚĖÖ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦĹÚĕĝŞûĖðʦ
all references to the war against Ukraine. Now the ĝïűÐû·ďʦşÚÏĽûŅÚ of ‘Conversations About 
¥÷·Ņ˓Ľʦ EĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅ˓ʦ÷·ĽʦĽÐĹûĶŅĽʦ ïĝĹʦ ďÚĽĽĝĖĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚűĖûŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĶ·ŅĹûĝŅûĽĕʬʦĝĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ÷ûĽŅĝĹťʬʦ
ĝĖʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ÷ĝďûÖ·ťĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦ:ĹÚ·Ņʦ}·ŅĹûĝŅûÐʦ¥·Ĺʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫʦ
EĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦ·ĹĹûŞÚÖʦ·Ņʦ·ʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďʦŅĝʦÖÚŅ·ûĖʦĕ·Ņ÷ĽʦŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹʦTatyana Chervenkoʬʦ
who had refused to conduct the lesson ‘Conversations about What’s Important’ and had given 
an interview to the TV channel Dozhd right from the classroom. At the police station they tried 
to get her to explain why she had given the interview. She had already been reprimanded earli-
ÚĹʦş÷ÚĖʬʦ·ĽʦŅ÷Úʦ�ďďû·ĖÐÚʦĝïʦ�Ú·Ð÷ÚĹĽʦŅĹ·ÖÚʦŊĖûĝĖʦwroteʬʦ˒at a lesson on 26 September, in the pres-
ÚĖÐÚʟĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ĽÚĖûĝĹʟ ŅÚ·Ð÷ÚĹʟ ĹÚĽĶĝĖĽûÏďÚʟ ïĝĹʟ ÐŊĹĹûÐŊďŊĕʟşûŅ÷ʟ·ʟ Ņ·ĶÚʟ ĹÚÐĝĹÖÚĹʥʟ Ľ÷Úʟ ĹÚïŊĽÚÖʟ Ņĝʟ ŅÚďďʟ
ĽŅŊÖÚĖŅĽʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ÚʟûĖ÷·ÏûŅ·ĖŅĽʟĝïʟ ĝĖÏ·Ľʟ·ĹÚʟĝŊĹʟÐĝĕĶ·ŅĹûĝŅĽʥʟŅĝʟÐĝĕĶ·ĹÚʟŅ÷Úʟˉ÷ÚĹĝÚĽʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĽĶÚÐû·ďʟ
ĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖˊʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷ÚʟĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ:ĹÚ·Ņʟ}·ŅĹûĝŅûÐʟ¥·ĹʟĝĹʟŅĝʟĶĹ·ûĽÚʟ]·ťĝĹʟ�ĝÏť·ĖûĖ.’ Chervenko 
ş·ĽʦűĹÚÖʦûĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʫ
EĖʦ �ĹČ÷·ĖðÚďĽČʬʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦ ·ĖÖʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ�ĖÖĹÚûʟTûÐ÷ÚŞ was expelled from the S. N. Oreshkov 
Waterways Technical School for refusing to attend ‘Conversations about What’s Important.’ 
EĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĝïʦ·ʦűïŅ÷˂ðĹ·ÖÚĹʦş·ĽʦïĝŊĖÖʦguiltyʦĝïʦûĕĶĹĝĶÚĹʦïŊďűďĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦĶ·ĹÚĖŅ·ďʦ
ÖŊŅûÚĽʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦ÷ÚĹʦÖ·Ŋð÷ŅÚĹʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦ·ŅŅÚĖÖʦŅ÷ûĽʦÚŤŅĹ·ÐŊĹĹûÐŊď·Ĺʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʬʦĶŊŅʦ·ʦĶĹĝ˂�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ
·Ş·Ņ·Ĺʦĝïʦ˒�·ûĖŅʦR·ŞÚďûĖ˓ʦûĖʦ÷ÚĹʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦĶĹĝűďÚʦ·ĖÖʦĽĶĝČÚʦĝŊŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʦûĖʦ·ʦÐ÷·ŅʦĹĝĝĕʦ
of her classmates. The family was placed on the ‘register for preventive measures’ of the com-
mission for juvenile affairs.

ʋʫʊʉʫʌʫʦ˒�ĖûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦĶÚĹĶÚŅĹ·ŅĝĹĽ ʭ˓ʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʬʦ
threats and damage to property 
�ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦ·ĖÖʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚʦŅĝʦĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʦÏťʦŊĖûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦĶÚĹĶÚŅĹ·ŅĝĹĽʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʫʦ¥ûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦ·ĖʦÚï-
ïÚÐŅûŞÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦûŅʦûĽʦŊĽŊ·ďďťʦÖûïűÐŊďŅʦŅĝʦĽ·ťʦş÷ÚŅ÷ÚĹʦĽŊÐ÷ʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦ·ĹÚʦ·ÐŅûĖðʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ
ĝşĖʦûĖûŅû·ŅûŞÚʬʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚ÷ÚĽŅʦĝïʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦïĝĹÐÚĽʬʦĝĹʦ·ĹÚʦŅ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʫʦ
EĖʦ ĝŅ÷ÚĹʦşĝĹÖĽʬʦ ûŅʦ Ð·ĖʦÏÚʦ ·ĽĽŊĕÚÖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚʦ ĽĝĕÚ÷ĝşʦĝĹð·ĖûĽÚĽʦ Ņ÷ÚĽÚʦ ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦ ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ
as that it condones them.
According to OVD-InfoʬʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦʋʍʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦ·ĖÖʦʋʍʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦşÚĹÚʦʊʑʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦĝĖʦ·ÐŅûŞ-
ists and journalists allegedly for their anti-war stance. Information about attacks is not always 
ĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦŅĝʦŞÚĹûïťʫʦ�Ľʦ·ʦĹŊďÚʬʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦ·ĹÚʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÐŅûĕĽʦŅ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦ
Ņ÷ÚĹÚʦ·ĹÚʦÖĝÐŊĕÚĖŅĽʦÐĝĖűĹĕûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖĉŊĹûÚĽʫʦAÚĹÚʦ·ĹÚʦĽĝĕÚʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚĽʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʫ

• EĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ·ʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦÐĝĝĹÖûĖ·ŅĝĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ¤ÚĽĖ·ʦˌ˒Spring’] movement was attacked. ‘They 
ş·ûŅÚÖʟ ïĝĹʟ ÷ûĕʟ ĝŊŅĽûÖÚʟ ÷ûĽʟ ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʟ ÏŊûďÖûĖðʟ ·ĖÖʟ ÏÚ·Ņʟ ÷ûĕʟ ŊĶʟ ûĖʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ÚĖŅĹ·ĖÐÚʟ ÷·ďďʤʟ

https://razgovor.edsoo.ru/
https://t.me/teachers_union/971
https://www.24liveblog.com/live/U09Er?n=3148779609707804422
https://www.24liveblog.com/live/Usumo?n=3172829913872889595
https://data.ovdinfo.org/svodka-antivoennyy-repressiy-desyat-mesyacev-voyny#5
https://t.me/vesna_democrat/1256
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�÷Úťʟ·ďĽĝʟČûÐČÚÖʟ÷ûĕʟûĖʟŅ÷Úʟï·ÐÚʬ˓ʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅ˓Ľʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʦşĹĝŅÚʬʦĖĝŅûĖðʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
the victim’s name had not been disclosed for security reasons. In the publication there 
ûĽʦ·ʦĶ÷ĝŅĝʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦĶ·ĹŅû·ďďťʦ÷ûÖÖÚĖʦï·ÐÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĽ÷ĝşĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦťĝŊĖðʦĕ·Ėʦ÷·Ľʦĕ·Ėťʦ·ÏĹ·-
sions and bruises.

• EĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦĝĖʦʌʉʦ]·ťʬʦŅşĝʦŊĖûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦĕÚĖʦÏÚ·ŅʦŊĶʦ�d��ʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦ«·ÏďĝČĝʦ
party press service employee Petr Ivanovʦ·Ľʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĹÚŅŊĹĖûĖðʦ÷ĝĕÚʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦ ûĖĽŅ·ĖÐÚʬʦ
a video recordingʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦĽŊĹŞÚûďď·ĖÐÚʦÐ·ĕÚĹ·ʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĶĹÚĽÚĹŞÚÖʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĽ÷ĝşĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚ·Ņ-
ûĖðʬʦ·ďÏÚûŅʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦÖûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚĹĽʦ·ĽČÚÖʬʦ˒Are you go-
ûĖðʟŅĝʟÖĝʟ·ĖťʟĕĝĹÚʟÏŊďďĽ÷ûŅʫ˓ʦ�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚťʦĹ·Ėʦ·ş·ťʬʦ·ʦÏĝŅŅďÚʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÏďŊÚʦďûĸŊûÖʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷Úťʦ
÷·ÖʦĶĹĝÏ·ÏďťʦûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ĹĝşʦĝŞÚĹʦEŞ·ĖĝŞʬʦş·ĽʦïĝŊĖÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦďĝÐ·ŅûĝĖʫʦEŞ·ĖĝŞʦş·ĽʦÖû·ð-
nosed in hospital with a broken nose and bruises to the soft tissues of his face. The po-
ďûÐÚʦĝĶÚĖÚÖʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦûĖŅÚĖŅûĝĖ·ďʦûĖŲûÐŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĕûĖĝĹʦ÷·ĹĕʦŅĝʦ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʦ
motivated by hooliganism (Article 115, Part 2 (a), RCC). A month later Ivanov wrote that 
Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦĶĹĝðĹÚĽĽûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦĖĝʦĽŊĽĶÚÐŅĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ ûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ
ĝĖʦʌʊʦ]·ťʬʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚʦûĖʦ·ʦĶĹûŞ·ŅÚʦÐĝĖŞÚĹĽ·ŅûĝĖʦð·ŞÚʦEŞ·ĖĝŞʦŅ÷ÚʦĖ·ĕÚʦĝïʦ·ʦĽŊĽ-
pect — Grigory Malyshev — from the pro-governmental organisation ‘Volunteer Com-
pany of the Combat Brotherhood.’

• EĖʦ �ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ Ilmira Rakhmatullinaʬʦ ·Ėʦ ·ĖŅû˂ş·Ĺʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ ïĹĝĕʦ �ï·ʬʦ told OVD-In-
ïĝʦ Ņ÷·ŅʦŊĖûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦĕÚĖʦ÷·Öʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚÖʦ÷ÚĹʦ ĽûĽŅÚĹʦAmrita Rakhmatullina after waiting 
ïĝĹʦ÷ÚĹʦ ·Ľʦ Ľ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÖĝûĖðʦ·ʦĕĝĹĖûĖðʦ ĹŊĖʫʦ�÷Úʦ ĹÚď·ŅÚÖʭʦ ˒�şĝʟŊĖûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʟĕÚĖʟðĹ·ÏÏÚÖʟ
÷ÚĹʥʟĽŅ·ĹŅÚÖʟŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅÚĖûĖðʟ·ĖÖʟÏÚ·ŅûĖðʟ÷ÚĹʥʟĽ·ťûĖðʦʟˋ¥ÚˌŞÚʟ÷·ÖʟÚĖĝŊð÷ʟĝïʟťĝŊĹʟÏŊďďĽ÷ûŅʥˌʟˋ«ĝŊĹʟ
ĽûĽŅÚĹʟûĽʟĖÚŤŅʟûĖʟďûĖÚʥˌʟˋ�ĝĕĶď·ûĖʟ·ĖÖʟťĝŊˌďďʟðÚŅʟşĝĹĽÚʟïĹĝĕʟŊĽʥˌʟˋ�÷ûĽʟûĽʟş÷·ŅʟûŅˌĽʟďûČÚʟŅĝʟĽÚďďʟ
Ņ÷Úʟ]ĝŅ÷ÚĹď·ĖÖʩˌʟ·ĖÖʟĽĝʟĝĖ.’ Amrita was found to have soft tissue bruises.

�ĝĕÚʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦ÷·ÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÐ·ĹĽʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚÖʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦT·ďŊð·ʦûĖʦ]·ťʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĹʦĝïʦAlbert Ratkinʬʦ
·ʦÏûĽ÷ĝĶʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ¥ĝĹÖʦĝïʦWûïÚʦ}ÚĖŅÚÐĝĽŅ·ďʦ�÷ŊĹÐ÷ʬʦş÷ĝʦĹÚÐĝĹÖÚÖʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦŞûÖÚĝĽʬʦş·Ľʦsprayed 
şûŅ÷ʦĶ·ûĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝĖĽŅĹŊÐŅûĝĖʦïĝ·ĕʬʦ·ĖÖʦ÷·ÖʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚŅŅÚĹĽʦ¤ʦ·ĖÖʦ³ʦĶ·ûĖŅÚÖʦĝĖʦûŅʫʦEĖʦ�ĹČ÷·ĖðÚďĽČʦûĖʦRŊďťʬʦ
Olga Shkolinaʬʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ̂ ·Ş·ďĖťʦAÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʬʦ÷·Öʦïĝ·ĕʦpoured into the exhaust 
ĶûĶÚʦĝïʦ÷ÚĹʦ Ð·Ĺʦ ·ĖÖʦ÷ÚĹʦ ŅťĹÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶŊĖÐŅŊĹÚÖʫʦ EĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ ûĖʦ«·ĹĝĽď·Şďʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐ·Ĺʦĝïʦ ď·şťÚĹʦ
and environmental activist Andrei Akimovʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÚ·ĹďûÚĹʦÏÚÚĖʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦÏÚ·ŅÚĖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦĹÚ-
ĶĝĽŅûĖðʦ·Ėʦ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦ·ʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦş·Ľʦset on űĹÚ.
EĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĶĹûĖðʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽťĽŅÚĕ·ŅûÐʦşĹûŅûĖðʦĝïʦûĖĽŊďŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĝĝĹĽʦĝïʦ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ
ş÷ĝʦĽĶĝČÚʦĝŊŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʦÏÚð·Ėʫʦ�ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦïĝĹŅťʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦČĖĝşĖʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦ]ĝĽ-
ÐĝşʬʦűďĕʦÐĹûŅûÐʦAnton Dolin had the letter Z painted on his door; Aleksei VenediktovʬʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦÚÖû-
ŅĝĹ˂ûĖ˂Ð÷ûÚïʦĝïʦ$Č÷ĝʦ]ĝĽČŞťʬʦ÷·Öʦa pig’s head placed outside his door and a sticker with the coat 
of arms of Ukraine pasted on the door with the words ‘RŊÖÚĖĽ·Ŋ˓ʦˈ˒RÚşûĽ÷ʦĶûð˓ˉʦşĹûŅŅÚĖʦĝŞÚĹʦûŅʫʦ
In the entrance hall of the building where political scientist Ekaterina Shulman has an apart-
ĕÚĖŅʬʦďÚ·ŲÚŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦplasteredʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦş·ďďĽʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷ÚĹʦĶ÷ĝŅĝʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĶŅûĝĖʭʦ˒ She supports Ukrain-
û·Ėʟ^·ŭûĽʫ˓ʦ�ûĕûď·ĹʦďÚ·ŲÚŅĽʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦÖĝĝĹĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·ĖʦElvira Vikharevaʬʦ÷Ŋ-
man rights activists Oleg Orlov and Alla FrolovaʬʦdĶÚĖʦ�Ķ·ÐÚʦÚĕĶďĝťÚÚʦ�ďÚČĽ·ĖÖĹ·ʦT·ďûĽŅĹ·ŅĝŞ·ʬʦ
municipal deputies ^ĝÖ·Ĺûʟ T÷·Ė·Ė·Ľ÷Şûďû and Liusi Shteinʬʦ ïĝĹĕÚĹʦ ÚÖûŅĝĹ˂ûĖ˂Ð÷ûÚïʦ ĝïʦ �d��ʦ
Vision Oleg Elanchikʬʦ ^ÚĕŅĽĝŞʦ �ĹûÖðÚʦ ŞĝďŊĖŅÚÚĹʦPolina Utinaʦ̩ ʋʏˍ and others. Dmitry Ivanovʬʦ

26 Volunteers regularly watch over the site of Boris Nemtsov’s murder on the Bolshoi Moskvoretsky Bridge 
to ensure the safety of ŲĝşÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖ Ķ÷ĝŅĝðĹ·Ķ÷ĽʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ·ĖÖʬʦûï ĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹťʬʦĹÚĽŅĝĹÚʦŅ÷Ú memorial. 

https://t.me/bazabazon/11811
https://telegra.ph/S-napadeniya-na-zhurnalista-Soty-Petra-Ivanova-proshel-mesyac-Prestupnikov-dazhe-ne-ishchut-07-02
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3120600754152706068
https://t.me/ovdinfolive/8737
https://twitter.com/OlgaShkolinaPol/status/1548176898118758402
https://t.me/horizontal_russia/17353
soulpost.ru/kinokritik-anton-dolin-u-ukraincev-budet-shans-vosstat-iz-pepla-i-ruin-a-my-terpim-moralnuyu-katastrofu/
https://sova.news/2022/03/24/255054/
https://zona.media/news/2022/04/17/shulman
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·ŊŅ÷ĝĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ ˒}ĹĝŅÚĽŅʦ]��˓ʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʬʦ÷·Öʦ ˒ ĝĖˌŅʟÏÚŅĹ·ťʱĽÚďďʟťĝŊĹʟĕĝŅ÷ÚĹď·ĖÖʥʟ ûĕ·’ 
and the letter Z written on his door; activist Olga Misik had ‘ ĝĖˌŅʟĽÚďďʟťĝŊĹʟĕĝŅ÷ÚĹď·ĖÖʥʟÏûŅÐ÷’ 
ˌşûŅ÷ʟ·ʟW·ŅûĖʟ¤ʟďÚŅŅÚĹʟûĖĽŅÚ·ÖʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ťĹûďďûÐʟďÚŅŅÚĹʟŷʠʾʟŅĹ·ĖĽʤ] written on her door; the phrase 
˒WÚŅ˓ĽʦÚĖÖʦŅ÷ûĽʦş·Ĺ˓ʦˌşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦW·ŅûĖʦďÚŅŅÚĹʦ³ʦûĖĽŅÚ·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ťĹûďďûÐʦďÚŅŅÚĹʦƃʦ˅ʦŅĹ·ĖĽʫˍʦş·ĽʦûĖĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦ
on the door of SOTA journalist Anna Loiko; the door of activist Grigory Ponomarev was in-
scribed with the letter Z and the phrase ‘�·ČÚʟÐ·ĹÚʟĝïʟťĝŊĹʟÏ·ďďĽʥʟÏûŅÐ÷˓ʮʦ¤ÚĽĖ·ʦˌ˒�ĶĹûĖð˓ˍʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦ
Mikhail Samin had the letter Z and ‘Misha, forget the Spring’ written on the door of his apart-
ĕÚĖŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫ
EĖʦ �Ņʫʦ }ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʬʦ ĶûďÚĽʦ ĝïʦĕ·ĖŊĹÚʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ˒Ð·ďďûĖðʦ Ð·ĹÖ˓ʦ ĝïʦ ŊĖûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦűð÷ŅÚĹĽʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
anti-war activists. Manure was put beside the doors of the apartments of Dariya Heikinenʬʦ
÷Ú·Öʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ]·ť·ČʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʬʦAsan Mumdzhi and Olga Smirnovaʬʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ}Ú·ÐÚïŊďʦ
�ÚĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĝĝĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ÷ĝĶʦĝïʦDmitry Skurikhinʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦşĹûŅ-
ten ‘}Ú·ÐÚʟŅĝʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʥʟïĹÚÚÖĝĕʟŅĝʟ�ŊĽĽû·˓ʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦðĹ·ïűŅûʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦ
·ĖÖʦûĖĽŊďŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦşĹûŅŅÚĖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÖĝĝĹĽʫʦEĖʦT·ďûĖûĖðĹ·ÖʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦT·ďûĖûĖðĹ·Öʦ
9ûĹÚĽʦ}ŊŅûĖʬʦTûĹûďďʟ�ŊČ÷ĝĹŊČĝŞʦ÷·Öʦ·ʦĶĝĽŅÚĹʦĽŅŊÐČʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦÖĝĝĹʦŅ÷·ŅʦĹÚ·Öʬʦ˒�Ĺ·ûŅĝĹʥʟÏÚʟ·ïĹ·ûÖʬ˓ʦ·ďĝĖðʦ
şûŅ÷ʦ·ʦïŊĖÚĹ·ďʦşĹÚ·Ņ÷ʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚŅŅÚĹĽʦ³ʦ·ĖÖʦ¤ʬʦş÷ûďÚʦAleksei MilovanovʬʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦÚÖûŅĝĹ˂ûĖ˂Ð÷ûÚïʦ
ĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ^ĝŞťʦT·ďûĖûĖðĹ·Öʬʦ÷·Öʦ·ʦĶĝĽŅÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖĽʦ ˒�ʟŅĹ·ûŅĝĹʟ ďûŞÚĽʟ÷ÚĹÚ˓ʦ ˌşûŅ÷ʟ
Ņ÷ÚʟW·ŅûĖʟďÚŅŅÚĹĽʟ³ʟ·ĖÖʟ¤ʟûĖʟĶď·ÐÚʟĝïʟ�ťĹûďďûÐʟƃʟ·ĖÖʟŷʠʾʟŅĹ·ĖĽʤˍʦĽŅŊÐČʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦÖĝĝĹʫʦEĖʦTûĹĝŞʬʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ
Aleksei AnofrievʦïĝŊĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚŅŅÚĹʦ³ʦ·ĖÖʦ·Ėʦûĕ·ðÚʦĝïʦ·ʦð·ďďĝşĽʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦÖĝĝĹʫʦEĖʦ}ÚĖŭ·ʬʦŞĝďŊĖŅÚÚĹĽʦ
ÚĖð·ðÚÖʦûĖʦ÷ÚďĶûĖðʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĹÚïŊðÚÚĽʬʦIgor Zhulimov and his girlfriend Irinaʬʦ÷·ÖʦÏďŊÚʦ·ĖÖʦťÚď-
ďĝşʦðĹ·ïűŅûʦşĹûŅŅÚĖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÖĝĝĹĽʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖĽʦ˒�ČĹ^·ŭûʟďûŞÚĽʟ÷ÚĹÚˌʟ·ĖÖʟˋ·ÏÚŅŅĝĹʟĝïʟ�ČĹĝ^·-
ŭûĽĕ.’ This happened after SOTA published an interviewʦ şûŅ÷ʦ ³÷ŊďûĕĝŞʫʦ �ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ ŞĝďŊĖŅÚÚĹʬʦ
Albert Gerasimovʬʦ÷·Öʦ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĹʦşûĖÖĝşĽʦĽĕ·Ľ÷ÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖĽʦ˒Arsehole˓ʦˌşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷ÚʟW·ŅûĖʟďÚŅŅÚĹʟ
³ʟûĖĽŅÚ·ÖʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ťĹûďďûÐʟƃʠʾ ʟŅĹ·ĖĽʤ] and ‘�ŅŊĶûÖʟ}ĹûÐČ˓ʦ̩ şûŅ÷ʟŅ÷ÚʟW·ŅûĖʟďÚŅŅÚĹʟ¤ʟûĖĽŅÚ·ÖʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ťĹûďďûÐʟ
ŷʠʾʟŅĹ·ĖĽʤ] written on his car. On the car and the gate of the house of the 7x7 correspondent 
ûĖʦ}ÚĖŭ·ʬʦEvgeny MalyshevʬʦŊĖČĖĝşĖʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦÖĹÚşʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚŅŅÚĹʦ³ʦ·ĖÖʦşĹĝŅÚʦ˒�ČĹĝ^·ŭûʟÐĝďď·ÏĝĹ·-
ŅĝĹĽʟďûŞÚʟ÷ÚĹÚ.’ He connects this with a trip he made to a refugee camp.
EĖʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦ Ņ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦĝĖʦÖĝĝĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦĖĝŅʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĝĖďťʦ·ÐŅĽʦĝïʦ ûĖŅûĕûÖ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʫʦ
�ĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦ Ņ÷Úťʦ şÚĹÚʦ ÐĝĕÏûĖÚÖʦ şûŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦ ĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʬʦ Ïťʦ Ķ÷ĝĖÚʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÷·Ĺ·ĽĽĕÚĖŅʦ
ÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʫʦEĖʦ}ÚĖŭ·ʬʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦEkaterina Milenkaya complained to the police about threats 
ûĖʦÐĝĕĕÚĖŅĽʦĕ·ÖÚʦŅĝʦ÷ÚĹʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĶĝĽŅʦĝĖʦ·ʦÖ·ŅûĖðʦĽûŅÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦïÚşʦÖ·ťĽʦď·ŅÚĹʦ÷ÚĹʦÖĝĝĹʦş·ĽʦûĖ-
scribed with the words ‘EʟïĝŊĖÖʟťĝŊʥʟÏʯʯʯ÷’ and a funeral wreath placed next to it. Milenkaya 
is certain she did not give her address to anyone but the police. After holding an anti-war picket 
ĝĖʦʊʦRŊĖÚʬʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦdďÚðʟTďûĕÚĖÐ÷ŊČʦ÷·ÖʦďÚ·ŲÚŅĽʦĶ·ĽŅÚÖʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦÖĝĝĹʦŅ÷·ŅʦûĖÐďŊÖ-
ing the words ‘RŊĽŅʟş·ûŅʥʟşÚʟ·ĹÚʟÐďĝĽÚʟÏťʟʤʤʤʤ˓ʦ�÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦĶ÷Ĺ·ĽÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦŅÚŤŅÚÖʦŅĝʦ÷ûĕʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦʊʍʦRŊĖÚʦ
he was attacked near his home. According to TďûĕÚĖÐ÷ŊČʬʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚĹĽʦĽ·ûÖʭʦ˒AĝşʟĕŊÐ÷ʟ
ÖûÖʟťĝŊʟĽÚďďʟťĝŊĹĽÚďïʟïĝĹʥʟÏûŅÐ÷ʫʟEïʟťĝŊʟÐĝĕÚʟĝŊŅʟ·ð·ûĖʥʟEˌďďʟČûďďʟťĝŊʩ’ and ‘ ĝĖˌŅʟÏĝŅ÷ÚĹʟŅĝʟðĝʟŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĶĽʥʟ
Eˌĕʟ·ʟÐĝĶʟĕťĽÚďï.’
There is no information that in any of these cases or others like them the law enforcement agen-
cies have conducted an effective investigation. It is known that the authorities refused to open 
a criminal investigation into the threats made against Mikhail Samin and Evgeny Malyshev. 
Many of the residents of the ‘marked’ apartments were forced to leave Russia.
�÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚĽʦĝïʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ďĽĝʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚÖʫʦ¥ûŅ÷ûĖʦʋʉʦÖ·ťĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĶĹûĖðʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŞûďʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ9ĝĹʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦş·Ľʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚÖʦïĝŊĹʦŅûĕÚĽʫʦ

https://telegra.ph/Leonidovka-Lager-bezhencev-pod-Penzoj-04-22
https://www.idelreal.org/a/31828582.html
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/06/18/peterburgskogo-antivoennogo-aktivista-izbili-posle-ugroz
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On 16 March the attackers wrote ‘Traitor, get out’ on the organisation’s sign; on 21 March 
the letters Z and V were written on the front door; on 23 March pepper spray was sprayed near 
Ņ÷ÚʦÚĖŅĹ·ĖÐÚʮʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦʍʦ�ĶĹûďʦï·ÚÐÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶĝŊĹÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĝĝĹʫʦ�Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĽŊďŅʬʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĹ-
ganisation Lev PonomarevʦďÚïŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹťʫʦdĖʦʊʍʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚʦĝïʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ
�ÚĖŅĹÚʦş·ĽʦÖĝŊĽÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦĽŅĹĝĖð˂ĽĕÚďďûĖðʦĕûŤŅŊĹÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦÚťÚşûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʬʦĽĕÚďďÚÖʦ
like a mixture of urine and petrol.
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3.1. Acts of repression against 
residents and citizens of Ukraine 
and related acts of repression 
against Russian citizens 
Large-scale acts of repression against Ukrainians began immediately after the annexation 
of Crimea and Russia’s launch of ‘hybrid’ warfare in Luhansk and Donetsk regions. Repression 
·ïïÚÐŅÚÖʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĖĖÚŤÚÖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ}ÚĖûĖĽŊď·ʬʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝĹʦŅÚĕĶĝ-
Ĺ·ĹûďťʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʬʦ·ĖÖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖĽʦş÷ĝʦĽĶĝČÚʦĝŊŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦČûĖÖĽʦĝïʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ
Ïťʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʫʦ�ûĖÐÚʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ŅûĕÚʬʦ ûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦ ĽÚĹŞûĖðʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦ ûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ė˂�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦÐĝĖŲûÐŅʦ÷·ŞÚʦĕ·ÖÚʦŊĶʦ·ʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦĶĹĝĶĝĹŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĝŅ·ďʦ ďûĽŅʦ
of political prisoners.
A special place in the political prisoner lists goes to residents of Crimea incarcerated in con-
ĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ ĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦ ÏÚďûÚïĽʭʦ Ķ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ RÚ÷ĝŞ·÷˓Ľʦ¥ûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʬʦAûŭÏʦ ŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʦ
·ĖÖʦ �·Ïďûð÷ûʦ R·ĕ··Ņʫʦ ^ĝĖÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚĽÚʦ ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖĽʦ ûĽʦ ûďďÚð·ďʦ ûĖʦ �ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ EĖʦ ĝŊĹʦ ŞûÚşʬʦ �ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ
·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶťûĖðʦĖ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ ûĽʦ ûĖʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ:ÚĖÚŞ·ʦ�ĝĖŞÚĖŅûĝĖʦĹÚď·ŅûŞÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ}ĹĝŅÚÐŅûĝĖʦ
ĝïʦ�ûŞûďû·Ėʦ}ÚĹĽĝĖĽʦûĖʦ�ûĕÚʦĝïʦ¥·ĹʬʦŊĖÖÚĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ·ĖʦĝÐÐŊĶťûĖðʦĶĝşÚĹʦ÷·ĽʦĖĝʦĹûð÷ŅʦŅĝʦĹÚĶÚ·ďʬʦ
ĝĹʦŅĝʦĽŊÏĽŅûŅŊŅÚʦşûŅ÷ʦûŅĽʦĝşĖʬʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦïĝĹÐÚʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦĝÐÐŊĶ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ]Ú·Ė-
ş÷ûďÚʬʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦ ŅĝĶĽʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ďûĽŅʦĝïʦ·ďďʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĹÚðûĝĖĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅĹĝďʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦş÷ÚĖʦ
ûŅʦ ÐĝĕÚĽʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĖŊĕÏÚĹĽʦ ĉ·ûďÚÖʦ ïĝĹʦ ûĖŞĝďŞÚĕÚĖŅʦ ûĖʦ AûŭÏʦ ŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʫʦ¥Úʦ ·ĹÚʦ ÐĝĖŞûĖÐÚÖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʬʦ
ûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦ·ÐÐŊĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦďûĖČÚÖʦŅĝʦAûŭÏʦŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦÖÚÐď·ĹÚÖʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹ-
ûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ·ĹÚʦŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦĽŊĶĶĹÚĽĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŞûÐʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝďûÖ·ĹûŅťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ
Tatar people. Prosecutions related to exercising the right to freedom of religion are described 
in more detail in chapter 3.9. Prosecutions related to exercising the right to freedom of religion 
and ĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦ·ïűďû·ŅûĝĖ.
9ĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦûŅĽʦ·ĖĖÚŤ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦ÷·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦĽÚÚĖʦ·ĖʦÚŤĶ·ĖĽûĝĖʦûĖʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦ
unrelated to religion. 
The Russian army’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 gave new impetus to ‘Ukrain-
û·Ė˓ʦ ĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ ûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ĖÖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ ŅĝʦĖŊĕÚĹĝŊĽʦşûŅĖÚĽĽʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʬʦ ûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ
ŅĹ·ðûÐʦ ŅÚĽŅûĕĝĖûÚĽʦ ïĹĝĕʦ ŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʦ ďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚÖʦ ïĹĝĕʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ĝÐÐŊĶ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ ÷Ŋĕ·Ėʦ Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦ Şûĝď·-
ŅûĝĖĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĖÚşʬʦ ŅÚĕĶĝĹ·ĹûďťʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĖĖÚŤÚÖʦ ŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦ
are dismayingly large-scale and cruel. Researching and describing these crimes is an excep-
tionally important task. It extends beyond the remit of this review which is devoted primarily 
Ņĝʦ·ÐŅĽʦĝïʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦðûŞÚĖʦďÚð·ďʦïĝĹĕʦ·ĖÖʦÐ·ĹĹûÚÖʦĝŊŅʦşûŅ÷ûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦďÚð·ďʦĽťĽŅÚĕʬʦş÷ÚĹÚ·Ľʦ
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚşďťʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĖĖÚŤÚÖʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŞÚĹş÷ÚďĕûĖðʦĕ·ĉĝĹûŅťʦĝïʦ·ÐŅĽʦĝïʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ
·ĹÚʦÐ·ĹĹûÚÖʦĝŊŅʦûĖʦïĝĹĕĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝŅʦÐ·ĕĝŊŲ·ðÚÖʦÏťʦ·ĖťʦďÚð·ďʦĶĹĝÐÚÚÖûĖðĽʫʦ
�÷ûĽʦÐ÷·ĶŅÚĹʦÖÚ·ďĽʦĽĝďÚďťʦşûŅ÷ʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦ
·ĖÖʦ·ďĽĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖĽʬʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦÏÚďĝĖðûĖðʦŅĝʦ�ûð÷Ņʦ�ÚÐŅĝĹʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ĖÖʦûĖʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦ�Ė-
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ÖĝŊÏŅÚÖďťʬʦĝŊĹʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďʦûĽʦûĖʦĖĝʦş·ťʦÚŤ÷·ŊĽŅûŞÚʦĖĝĹʦÖĝÚĽʦûŅʦÐď·ûĕʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĽĝʫʦ^ÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦŅ÷ûĽʦ
overview gives an impression of the scale of repression. 

Right Sector 
On 17 ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʟʄʂʃʆʥʟŅ÷Ú �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʟ�ĝŊĹŅʟĹŊďÚÖ, in a suit brought 
by the }ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʟ:ÚĖÚĹ·ďˌĽ dïűÐÚʟĝï the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʥʟŅ÷·Ņʟ· number of Ukrain-
û·ĖʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʥʟûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʟ�ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹʥʟşÚĹÚʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟ·ĖÖ Ï·ĖĖÚÖʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟ
on the territory of the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʤʟEŅ is ÖĝŊÏŅïŊďʟş÷ÚŅ÷ÚĹʟŅ÷Ú ðĹĝŊĖÖĽʟÚŤûĽŅÚÖʟ
to ban �ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹʤʟ�÷Ú �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʟ�ĝŊĹŅˌĽ reasoning in ĹÚĽĶÚÐŅʟĝï the Ľ·ûÖʟĝĹð·Ėû-
Ľ·ŅûĝĖʟÖĝÚĽʟĖĝŅ ÷ĝďÖʟş·ŅÚĹʟ·ĖÖ ûĽʥʟǳŅ the ŞÚĹťʟďÚ·ĽŅʥʟÏ·ĽÚÖʟĝĖ ŊĖŞÚĹûűÚÖʟï·ÐŅĽʤʟ
Firstly, the �ÚĖŅĽĝŞʟÐ·ĽÚʟûĽ ÐûŅÚÖʟŅĝ justify the ĖÚÚÖʟŅĝ ban �ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹʦʟˋʨûĖ May 2014, 
the FSB ŊĖÐĝŞÚĹÚÖʟŅşĝ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟ·ÐŅĽʟ·ĖÖ ûĖŅÚĹÐÚĶŅÚÖʟĶĹÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĝĖĽʟïĝĹ a Ņ÷ûĹÖʟûĖ the ŅĝşĖʟ
of �ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝďʥʟÐ·ĹĹûÚÖʟĝŊŅ by supporters of �ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹʟş÷ĝ ÷·Ö ĉĝûĖÚÖʟïĝĹÐÚĽʟûĖ a terrorist 
·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʤ̩ʟ¥Ú ĽŅŊÖûÚÖʟŅ÷Ú �ÚĖŅĽĝŞʟÐ·ĽÚʟûĖ ÖÚŅ·ûďʟ·ĖÖ Ľ·ş no ÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʟÏÚŅşÚÚĖʟŅ÷ĝĽÚʟ
ÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʟ·ĖÖ �ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹʤʟ$ĽĽÚĖŅû·ďďťʥʟŅ÷Ú Ð·ĽÚʟûĽ famous for the great number of ï·ÏĹûÐ·-
ŅûĝĖĽʟ·ĖÖ the ûĖ·ĶĶĹĝĶĹû·ŅÚʟĸŊ·ďûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʟĝï ·ÐŅĽʟĝï hooliganism as ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟ·ÐŅĽʤʟ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʥʟ
on 17 ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʟʄʂʃʆʥʟĖĝŅ a ĽûĖðďÚʟŞÚĹÖûÐŅʟş·Ľ ÷·ĖÖÚÖʟÖĝşĖʟûĖ the Ð·ĽÚʟ·ĖÖ the ï·ÐŅĽʟĕÚĖ-
ŅûĝĖÚÖʟûĖ the ruling to ban �ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹʟşÚĹÚʟĖĝŅ ÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʟÏť the ÐĝŊĹŅʤʠ
‘The ŅĝĹÐ÷ûĖðʟĝï the �ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝďʟĝïűÐÚʟĝï the ďĝÐ·ďʟÐûŅťʟÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ʟĝï the �ďďʻ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟ
}·ĹŅťʟ�ĖûŅÚÖʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟĝĖ 18 �ĶĹûďʟʄʂʃʆʟĶĹÚŞÚĖŅÚÖʟûŅĽ legitimate operation,’ the ruling says. 
The �ÚĖŅĽĝŞʟÐ·ĽÚʟŅĹû·ďʥʟ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʥʟĽ÷ĝşÚÖʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷Ú �ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝďʟÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ʟĝï �ĖûŅÚÖʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟ
ş·Ľ ĝĖďťʟïĝŊĖÖÚÖʟĝĖ 24 April 2014. 
�ÚÐĝĖÖďťʥʟŅ÷Ú ruling talks about bringing a ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟÐ·ĽÚʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟŅ÷Ú ďÚ·ÖÚĹʟĝï �ûð÷Ņʟ
�ÚÐŅĝĹʥʟ ĕûŅĹťʟ«·ĹĝĽ÷ʥʟŊĖÖÚĹʟ�ĹŅûÐďÚĽʠʄʂʇʤʄ ˁˋ�ÖŞĝÐ·ŅûĖðʟŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʟĝĹ the ĶŊÏďûÐʟĉŊĽŅû-
űÐ·ŅûĝĖʟĝï ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕˌʟ·ĖÖ ʄʊʂ ˁˋ�ÖŞĝÐ·ŅûĖðʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅťˌ˂ʟĝï the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ
�ĝÖÚʟûĖ ÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Ú posting on �ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹˌĽ VKontakte page on 1 ]·ĹÐ÷ʟʄʂʃʆʟ
of the text of an ˋ�ĶĶÚ·ďʟïĹĝĕʟ�ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹʟďÚ·ÖÚĹʟ ĕûŅĹťʟ«·ĹĝĽ÷ʟŅĝ  ĝČŊʟ�ĕ·ĹĝŞʤ̩ʟ�÷Ú or-
ganisation’s ĶĹÚĽĽʟĽÚĹŞûÐÚʟĽŅ·ŅÚÖʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷Ú ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʟĝï one of the ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖˌĽ ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·-
ŅĝĹĽʟ÷·Ö ÏÚÚĖʟ÷·ÐČÚÖʟ·ĖÖ neither Yarosh nor �ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹʟ·Ľ an ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟ÷·Ö ûĽĽŊÚÖʟ
ĽŊÐ÷ʟ·Ė appeal. The ˋ�ĶĶÚ·ďˌʟş·Ľ not ĶĝĽŅÚÖʟĝĖ the organisation’s şÚÏĽûŅÚʟĖĝĹ its other 
ĽĝÐû·ďʟĖÚŅşĝĹČĽʟ·ĖÖ ş·Ľ Ņ·ČÚĖʟÖĝşĖʟïĹĝĕʟ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʤʠ
�÷ûĹÖďťʥʟŅ÷Ú ĹŊďûĖðʟûĖÖûÐ·ŅÚĽʟŅ÷·ŅʟˋŅ÷Ú şÚÏĽûŅÚʟĶĹ·ŞťťĽÚČŅĝĹʤûĖïĝʟÐ·ĹĹûÚĽʟŅ÷Ú manifes-
to of the �ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹʟĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟĶ·ĹŅťʤʟˋ�÷Ú �Ú·ďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟĝï the �ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʟ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟEÖÚ·ʟ
in �Ņ·ŅÚʟ ÚŞÚďĝĶĕÚĖŅʥˌʟ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʟŅĝ ş÷ûÐ÷ʟĝĖÚ of the ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟĶĹûĖÐûĶďÚĽʟûĽ the ĶĝďûÐťʟ
Ņĝş·ĹÖʟŅ÷Ú ˋ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʟ�·Ņ·ĹĽʥˌʟˋş÷ĝĽÚʟÚŤûĽŅÚĖÐÚʟĝŊŅĽûÖÚʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʟûĽ impossible.’ It also 
ûĖÖûÐ·ŅÚĽʟŅ÷·Ņʟˋ·Ėť attempts to ignore or ÖÚïÚĹʟŅ÷Ú Crimean Tatar issue or to ĹÚĽĝďŞÚʟ
it in ÐĝĖŅĹ·ÖûÐŅûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚˌĽ Ė·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅĽʟşûďďʟûĖÚŞûŅ·ÏďťʟďÚ·ÖʟŅĝ fresh prob-
lems for �ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖĽʥʟ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʟ�·Ņ·ĹĽʟ·ĖÖ ĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʟĝï ĝŅ÷ÚĹʟÚŅ÷ĖûÐʟðĹĝŊĶĽʥʟ·ÏĝŞÚʟ
all those that are ĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʟûĖ Crimea’,’ but ÖĝÚĽʟĖĝŅ ÚŤĶď·ûĖʟş÷ť the ÖûĽÐŊĽĽûĝĖʟĝï the na-
ŅûĝĖ·ďûŅťʟûĽĽŊÚʟşûŅ÷ûĖʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʟˁŅ÷·ŅʟÚŞÚĹťŅ÷ûĖðʟĽŊððÚĽŅĽʟş·Ľ ÐŊĹĹÚĖŅʟŊĖŅûďʟŅ÷Ú annexation 
of �ĹûĕÚ·˂ʟĽ÷ĝŊďÖʟÏÚ Ï·ĖĖÚÖʤʠ
The űð÷Ņʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟ�ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹʟûĽ a Ş·Ĺû·ŅûĝĖʟĝï the ˋşûŅÐ÷ʻ÷ŊĖŅˌʟŅ÷ÚĕÚʟ·ĖÖ is an integral 
part of the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽˌʟĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʟÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʤʟ ĝŭÚĖĽʟĝï people 
÷·ŞÚʟÏÚÚĖʟĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʟûĖ �ŊĽĽû·ʟïĝĹ ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʟÏÚďĝĖðûĖðʟŅĝ �ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹʤʟ

vsrf.ru/stor_pdf.php?id=622816
http://pravyysektor.info
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3.1.1. Criminal Prosecutions 
Despite substantial growth in the number of politically motivated prosecutions of Ukrainians 
ĽûĖÐÚʦʋʍʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ ˒�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ė˓ʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ·ĖʦĝŊŅĹ·ðÚĝŊĽʦĖĝĹĕʦÚŞÚĖʦÏÚïĝĹÚ÷·ĖÖʫʦdĖÚʦÚŤ·ĕ-
ple is the case against Igor Chugainov from Stavropol region. He was remanded in custody 
ĝĖʦʊʌʦ�ĶĹûďʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ�÷·ŅʦĽ·ĕÚʦÖ·ťʬʦ÷ûĽʦ÷ĝĕÚʦş·ĽʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦÖûĽ-
ÐĝŞÚĹÚÖʦ·ĖʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚʦĽŊÏĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦûĖʦ÷ûĽʦĽ÷ÚÖʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖ˓ĽʦŞÚĹĽûĝĖʦĝïʦÚŞÚĖŅĽʬʦ
Chugainov had sworn an oath to Right Sector and sent the relevant audio recording to the or-
ganisation’s leader via a third party. He had also allegedly persuaded three people to join Right 
Sector and planned to commit a terrorist act — blowing up a container of chlorine at an en-
terprise in Stavropol region. The Southern District Military Court in Rostov-on-Don found 
Chugainov guilty of organising the activity of an extremist organisation (Article 282.2, Part 
2, RCCˉʬʦûďďÚð·ďďťʦĶĝĽĽÚĽĽûĖðʦ·ĖʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚʦĽŊÏĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦˈArticle 222.1, Part 1, RCC) and preparing 
to commit an act of terrorism (Article 205, Part 1ʬʦûĖʦÐĝĖĉŊĖÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦArticle 30, Part 1, RCC). 
dĖʦʊʍʦRŊďťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ�÷Ŋð·ûĖĝŞʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦÚûð÷ŅʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫ
^ĝĖÚŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦşÚĖŅʦŊĶʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕť˓ĽʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ
Most criminal prosecutions are of the same kind — people are accused of belonging to Right 
Sector which has been recognised as an extremist organisation in Russia.
EĖʦ�ÖťðÚ·ʦ·ĖÖʦûĖʦ�Ņ·ŞĹĝĶĝďʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦŅĝĝČʦŅ÷ÚʦÚ·ĽťʦĹĝŊŅÚʦ·ĖÖʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
prisoners already serving sentences for alleged membership of Right Sector (Article 282.2, Part 
2, RCCˉʫʦEĖʦ�ÖťðÚ·ʬʦ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·Ľʦbrought against a 27-year-old convict from Crimea who had al-
ďÚðÚÖďťʦÏÚÚĖʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅûĖðʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦïĝĹʦ�ûð÷Ņʦ�ÚÐŅĝĹʫʦEĖʦ�Ņ·ŞĹĝĶĝďʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ$ŞðÚĖûť·ʟTûĽÚďťĝŞ· 
was sentenced to nine years and TŊŭĕ·ʟ�Ņ·ŞĹ·Ņûť· to seven and a half years. 
EĖʦ ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ ·ð·ûĖʦ ûĖʦ �Ņ·ŞĹĝĶĝďʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ ·ʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ was brought against Vadim 
T·ĹŅ·Ľ÷ĝŞʟand dďÚðʟT÷·Ĺ·ûĕ for taking part in the activities of an extremist organisation (Ar-
ticle 282.2, Part 2, RCC). They were accused of belonging to Right Sector ‘ûĖʟĝĹÖÚĹʟŅĝʟ·ððĹ·-
Ş·ŅÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĽĝÐû·ďʟ·ĖÖʟĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟÖÚĽŅ·ÏûďûĽÚʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝŊĖŅĹťˌĽʟÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖ·ďʟĽťĽŅÚĕʫ˓ʦEĖʦRŊďťʬʦ
T÷·Ĺ·ûĕʦş·ĽʦðûŞÚĖʦ·ʦŅ÷ĹÚÚ˂ťÚ·ĹʦŅÚĹĕʦĝïʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫ
W·ş˂ÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦĕ·Ė·ðÚÖʦŅĝʦűĖÖʦ·Ėʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦ�ûð÷Ņʦ�ÚÐŅĝĹʦÚŞÚĖʦûĖʦ]ĝĽ-
cow. Their choice fell on ]ûČ÷·ûďʟT·ŞŊĖʬʦ·ʦʏʊ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖʦðÚĝďĝðûĽŅʬʦ·ʦÖÚĽÐÚĖÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦRÚşĽʦ
ş÷ĝʬʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʬʦ÷·ÖʦĝïŅÚĖʦŅĹ·ŞÚďďÚÖʦ·ĹĝŊĖÖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦĕĝŅĝĹÏûČÚʫʦ ŊĹûĖðʦ
ĝĖÚʦĝïʦ÷ûĽʦŅĹûĶĽʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĶ÷ĝŅĝðĹ·Ķ÷ÚÖʦşÚ·ĹûĖðʦ·ʦ�˂Ľ÷ûĹŅʦÏÚ·ĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦûĹĝĖûÐʦûĖĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖʦ˒ ³÷ûÖĝÏ·Ė-
ÖÚĹûŅÚ˓ʦˌ�·ĖÖÚĹûŅÚʟ«ûÖˍʫʦ�÷ûĽʬʦŅĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ:ďĝĹťʦŅĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦĽďĝð·ĖʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦĕĝŅĝĹÏûČÚʬʦð·ŞÚʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ9��ʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦŅĝʦĽŊĶĶĝĽÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦT·ŞŊĖʦ÷ĝďÖĽʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďûĽŅʦŞûÚşĽʦ·ĖÖʦûĽʦ·ʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ
Ė·ŅûĝĖ·ďûĽŅʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʫʦdĖʦʊʑʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦT·ŞŊĖʦïĝĹʦïŊĖÖûĖðʦ·ĖʦÚŤ-
tremist organisation (Article 282.3, Part 1, RCC). He faces up to eight years’ imprisonment. The in-
ŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĽŅûĕĝĖûÚĽʦĝïʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦĽÚÐĹÚŅʦşûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʬʦÐď·ûĕĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦT·ŞŊĖʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚÖʦ
·ʦŞ·ĹûÚŅťʦĝïʦ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦŅĝʦ�ûð÷Ņʦ�ÚÐŅĝĹʦďÚ·ÖÚĹĽʫʦ�ĶÚÐûűÐ·ďďťʬʦûĖʦʋʉʊʎʦ˂ ʦʋʉʊʒʬʦ÷Úʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦ
‘·ŅʟďÚ·ĽŅʟʄʂʥʂʂʂʟ÷ĹťŞĖû·ĽʟŅĝʟEʤʟ̂ ʤʟ}ûĹĝŭ÷ĝČʥʟĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟďÚ·ÖÚĹʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʟ�ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟ
·ĖÖʟ·ŅʟďÚ·ĽŅʟʉʂʥʂʂʂʟĹĝŊÏďÚĽʟŅĝʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ûð÷Ņʟ�ÚÐŅĝĹʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟŅĝʟïŊĖÖʟûŅĽʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽ.’ 
T·ŞŊĖʦ÷·ĽʦĶďÚ·ÖÚÖʦĖĝŅʦðŊûďŅťʫʦAÚʦĽ·ťĽʦŅ÷·ŅʬʦÖŊĹûĖðʦ÷ûĽʦŅĹ·ŞÚďĽʦ·ĹĝŊĖÖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ÷ÚʦĕÚŅʦÏûČÚĹʦïĹûÚĖÖĽʦ
but never had any dealings whatsoever with Right Sector and did not know any of its members. 
AÚʦÖĝĖ·ŅÚÖʦĕĝĖÚťʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�·ûĖŅʦ�ÚĹ·űĕʦ]ÚÖûÐ·ďʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʦûĖʦWŞûŞʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝ·ÖĽʦĝïʦTûĖÖĖÚĽĽʦÐ÷·Ĺû-

https://www.kavkaz-uzel.eu/articles/379141/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/03/17/na-zaklyuchennogo-v-adygee-zaveli-delo-yakoby-iz-za-uchastiya-v-pravom
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/04/02/dvum-zaklyuchennym-obvinennym-v-uchastii-v-pravom-sektore-uzhestochili
https://www.kavkazr.com/a/na-stavropolje-vynesli-prigovor-predpolagaemomu-uchastniku-pravogo-sektora-/31930329.html
https://zona.media/article/2022/05/04/kavun
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Ņ·ÏďÚʦïĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦTťûŞʫʦ�÷Úʦ˒ }ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦ}ĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ÷·ĽʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ]ûČ÷·ûďʦT·ŞŊĖʦ
as a political prisoner.
EĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ�÷ÚĹČÚĽĽČʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦarrestedʦ·ʦďĝÐ·ďʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʬʦ·ð·ûĖʦïĝĹʦÏÚďĝĖðûĖðʦŅĝʦ�ûð÷Ņʦ�ÚÐŅĝĹʫʦ
�÷Úʦĕ·Ėʬʦş÷ĝĽÚʦĖ·ĕÚʦ ûĽʦ ŊĖČĖĝşĖʬʦ ĽŅ·ĖÖĽʦ ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦ ĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ ÐĝĕĕûŅʦ ·ÐŅĽʦ ĝïʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹ-
ûĽĕʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚʦˈArticle 205, Part 2 (a), RCCʬʦ
in conjunction with Article 30, Part 1, RCC) and of involvement in an extremist organisation 
(Article 282.2, Part 2, RCC). The FSB stated that a search had revealed a cache of home-made 
ÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚʦÖÚŞûÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶď·ĖĽʦĝïʦ·ĶĶĹĝ·Ð÷ÚĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦĕûďû-
Ņ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚʫʦ
dĖʦ ʋʏʦ dÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ WÚĖûĖĽČťʦ ÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ ûĖʦ �ĝĽŅĝŞ˂ĝĖ˂ ĝĖʦ sentenced another citizen 
ĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʟTŊďÏ·ŅĽČȐʬʦŅĝʦĽÚŞÚĖʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦʊʊʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĽŅĹûÐŅʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦ
ïĝĹʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽ÷ûĶʦĝïʦ�ûð÷Ņʦ�ÚÐŅĝĹʫʦTŊďÏ·ŅĽČťʦş·ĽʦïĝŊĖÖʦðŊûďŅťʦĝïʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦ
of an illegal armed group (Article 208, Part 2, RCC) and an extremist organisation (Article 282.2, 
Part 2, RCCˉʫʦAÚʦş·Ľʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÖʦûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʦĝïʦ÷ûĽʦ÷ĝĕÚʦş·ĽʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʫʦEŅĽʦűĖÖûĖðĽʦ
ďÚÖʦ ĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ Ņĝʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ûŅÚĕĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÖûĽÐĝŞÚĹÚÖʦ Ņ÷·ŅʦĶĝûĖŅÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ˒÷ûĽʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·-
ŅûĝĖʟûĖʟĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʟ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʟ·ĽʟĶ·ĹŅʟĝïʟ·ĖʟûďďÚð·ďʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟðĹĝŊĶ.’ The court found that he had joined 
Ņ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďûĽŅʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʬʦ�ûð÷Ņʦ�ÚÐŅĝĹʬʦÏťʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʋʌʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʊʍʦ·ĖÖʦ÷·ÖʦĽŊÏĽÚ-
quently taken part in military actions against the People’s Militia of the DNR. The court also 
ÏÚďûÚŞÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦTŊďÏ·ŅĽČťʦĶĹĝĕĝŅÚÖʦ�ûð÷Ņʦ�ÚÐŅĝĹʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʫʦ
There were also prosecutions that had nothing to do with Right Sector. 
�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦ·ĖÖʦÏÚðûĖĖûĖðʦĝïʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĽ·ûďĝĹʦVadim Ignashov was detained 
on a Portuguese vessel in the port of Vladivostok. It later emerged that Ignashov had been 
remanded in custody on charges of advocating extremism (Article 280, Part 2, RCC). Further-
ĕĝĹÚʬʦ ÷Úʦ ÚŞÚĖʦĶďÚ·ÖÚÖʦ ðŊûďŅťʬʦ ĶĹĝÏ·Ïďťʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ ĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʫʦ �÷Úʦ Ľ·ûďĝĹ˓Ľʦ ĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅʦ ï·ŅÚʦ ûĽʦ ŊĖ-
known. He is presumed to be still in custody in Vladivostok.
dĖʦ ʋʑʦ RŊĖÚʦ ûĖʦ ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ TĹ·ĽĖĝðĝĹĽČʦ �ûŅťʦ �ĝŊĹŅʦ sentenced 25-year-old sing-
er Igor Levchenkoʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ ûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦ ĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦdĹûðûĖ·ďďťʦ ïĹĝĕʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ
he had been remanded in custody on 18 March. He was found guilty of inciting hatred or en-
mity with the threat of violence (Article 282, Part 2 (a) RCC) for an Instagram post. Levchenko 
ş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·Ņʦ÷ûĽʦ÷ĝĕÚʦûĖʦTĹ·ĽĖĝðĝĹĽČʫʦAÚʦÐĝĖïÚĽĽÚÖʦÖŊĹûĖðʦĸŊÚĽŅûĝĖûĖðʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦŅ·ČÚĖʦ
ûĖŅĝʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʬʦ·ʦŞûÖÚĝʦĝïʦ÷ûĕʦ·ĶĝďĝðûĽûĖðʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝĽŅʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹÚÖʫ
dĖʦʊʐʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ$ðĝĹʟT·ŭ·ĖÚŅĽʬʦ·ʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖʬʦş·ĽʦsentencedʦŅĝʦÏÚʦűĖÚÖʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊ-
bles. He was charged with vandalism motivated by ethnic hatred or enmity (Article 214, Part 2, 
RCCˉʫʦdĖʦʊʉʦ]·ťʬʦ÷ÚʦşĹĝŅÚʦ˒:ďĝĹťʟŅĝʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʩ’ on the front of a building in St. Petersburg. From 
]·ťʦŊĖŅûďʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʬʦT·ŭ·ĖÚŅĽʦş·Ľʦ÷ÚďÖʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʫʦ�÷Úʦ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦ
}ĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ÷·ĽʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ$ðĝĹʦT·ŭ·ĖÚŅĽʦ·Ľʦa political prisoner.
dĖʦ ʐʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ ûĖʦ«Ŋŭ÷Ėĝ˂�·Č÷·ďûĖĽČʬʦ ·ʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ Ð·ĽÚʦwas brought against Ukrainian citi-
zen Aleksandr Vdovichenkoʬʦş÷ĝʦş·Ľʦ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦïĝĹʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅÚÖʦĕŊĹÖÚĹʫʦ¤ÖĝŞûÐ÷ÚĖČĝʬʦ
ş÷ĝʦ÷·Ľʦ ďûŞÚÖʦ ûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʉʊʌʬʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĹÚĶÚ·ŅÚÖďťʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·Ĺĕťʦ ˈAr-
ticle 280.3, Part 1, RCC). Vdovichenko had condemned the war in Ukraine in a conversation 
şûŅ÷ʦ ïĹûÚĖÖĽʫʦ�÷ÚťʦşĹĝŅÚʦ·ʦ ĹÚĶĝĹŅʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʬʦ Ľ·ťûĖðʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦ ˒ÐĝĖÖÚĕĖÚÖʟ Ņ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ
9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖˌĽʟ·ððĹÚĽĽûĝĖʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʟ·ĖÖʟÚŤĶĹÚĽĽÚÖʟĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʟïĝĹʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŭĝŞʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟÏ·ŅŅ·ďûĝĖ.’ 
dĖʦʋʒʦRŊĖÚʬʦ¤ÖĝŞûÐ÷ÚĖČĝʦş·ĽʦűĖÚÖʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦĝĖʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖ-

https://memopzk.org/figurant/mihail-markovich-kavun/
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5501775
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/28/sud-v-rostove-na-donu-naznachil-pochti-vosem-let-lisheniya-svobody-po-delu
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/03/05/ukrainskogo-moryaka-zaderzhali-vo-vladivostoke-po-ugolovnomu-delu-o-prizyvah
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/30/podmoskovnyy-sud-prigovoril-ukrainskogo-pevca-k-trem-godam-kolonii-iz-za
https://memopzk.org/news/sud-v-peterburge-oshtrafoval-ukraincza-za-nadpis-slava-ukraine-na-fasade-doma/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/kazanecz-egor-alekseevich/
https://www.sibreal.org/a/vdovichenkko/32167422.html
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iting the Russian Army (Article 20.3.3 RCAO) for condemning the war in comments on the Sakh.
com news agency website.
Pressure continues on Aleksandr Marchenkoʬʦ ·ʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ ĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ ·Ľʦa political prisoner 
by the ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ Project. The likely reason is his Ukrainian citizenship 
·ĖÖʦ ĶĹĝ˂�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ ŞûÚşĽʫʦ �Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŅ·ĹŅʦ ĝïʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ ]·ĹÐ÷ÚĖČĝʬʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ ûĖʦ ʋʉʋʉʦ Ņĝʦ ʊʉʦ ťÚ·ĹĽʦ
ûĖʦ·ʦĽŅĹûÐŅʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦïĝĹʦÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʬʦş·ĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶŊĖûŅûŞÚʦûĽĝď·ŅûĝĖʦŊĖûŅʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦŊĶĝĖʦ
÷ûĕʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹďťʦûĖŅÚĖĽÚʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ�ŊĽĽû·˓ĽʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ9Ĺĝĕʦ
ĽĶĹûĖðʦŅĝʦĽŊĕĕÚĹʬʦ]·ĹÐ÷ÚĖČĝʦş·ĽʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦĶŊĖûŅûŞÚʦûĽĝď·ŅûĝĖʦŊĖûŅʦïĝŊĹʦŅûĕÚĽʦĝĖʦŅĹŊĕĶÚÖ˂
ŊĶʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĽʬʦïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦşÚ·ĹûĖðʦ·ʦ�˂Ľ÷ûĹŅʦĹ·Ņ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷·ĖʦĝŞÚĹ·ďďĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦş·ťʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ÷ĝş-
ÚĹʫʦ]·ĹÐ÷ÚĖČĝʦş·ĽʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦÐÚďď˂ŅťĶÚʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦïĝĹʦĽûŤʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷·ĹĽ÷ÚĹʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʬʦĽûĕûď·Ĺʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦĝïʦ·ʦĶŊĖûŅûŞÚʦûĽĝď·ŅûĝĖʦŊĖûŅʫʦAÚʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦ·ďďĝşÚÖʦŅĝʦĶ÷ĝĖÚʦ÷ûĽʦşûïÚʬʦďÚŅŅÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦĖĝŅʦÖÚ-
livered to him and the contents of his parcels were interfered with.
These are just some of the criminal cases making it possible to form a picture of the type 
ĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʬʦÏŊŅʦĖĝŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĽÐ·ďÚʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦĕ·ĖťʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦŊĖČĖĝşĖʦŅĝʦŊĽʦĽûĖÐÚʦŅ÷ÚʦðÚ-
ography of prosecutions is expanding and the accused are often not well-known individuals 
and rarely have recourse to human rights advocates and journalists.

3.1.2. Prosecutions under administrative law 
and other pressure on Ukrainians 
�ûĖÐÚʦʋʍʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤûĽŅÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽ÷ûĶʦ÷·ĽʦĝïŅÚĖʦÏÚÚĖʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦïĝĹʦÐĹûĕ-
ûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦïĝĹʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʬʦŊĖïĝŊĖÖÚÖʦĽŊĽĶûÐûĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦŞ·ĹûĝŊĽʦĹûð÷ŅĽʫʦ
9ĝĹʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ ûĖʦ �·Ņ·ĹĽŅ·Ėʦ ĝĖʦ ʋʉʦ �ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ �ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ ÐûŅûŭÚĖʦ Ildus Fatykhovʬʦ ş·Ľʦ űĖÚÖ 
ʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĕťʦˈArticle 20.3.3, Part 1, RCAO). In Dagestan in Octo-
ÏÚĹʬʦ ÚĹÏÚĖŅĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦűĖÚÖ Ukrainian citizen Gadzhikerim Gamzaevʦ ʊʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ
ïĝĹʦ·Ėʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦĝïïÚĖĽûŞÚʦÐĝĕĕÚĖŅʦĝĖʦ·ʦŞûÖÚĝʦĽ÷ĝşûĖðʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦ÷Ú·Şťʦ÷·ĖÖÚÖďťʦÖÚŅ·ûĖ-
ing a participant in a protest against mobilisation. 
There have been instances where Ukrainian citizenship was virtually the sole reason 
for prosecution.
EĖʦ �Ņʫʦ }ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦ ĝĖʦ ʋʎʦ ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ ĶĝďûÐÚʦ ĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ şûŅ÷ʦ ĕ·Ð÷ûĖÚ˂ðŊĖĽʦ detained teacher 
Gennady Tychina in a technology class on school premises. He was held at the police station 
ïĝĹʦʍʑʦ÷ĝŊĹĽʦ ïĝĹʦ ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦ ĽşÚ·ĹûĖðʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŅĹÚÚŅʫʦ EĖʦ�ťÐ÷ûĖ·˓ĽʦĝşĖʦĝĶûĖûĝĖʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĹÚ·ďʦ ĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦ
for his detention was that he told a security guard he was proud of his Ukrainian origins. Af-
ŅÚĹʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦ ûĖÐûÖÚĖŅʬʦ �ťÐ÷ûĖ·ʦş·ĽʦÖûĽĕûĽĽÚÖʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦ ÚŤĶď·Ė·ŅûĝĖʫʦ EĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ ·ʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ ĹŊďÚÖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ
the school must give Tychina his job back. 
EĖʦT·ŭ·ĖʦûĖʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ė˂ÏĝĹĖʦLyaisan Nurutdinova was met by two FSB agents in the per-
ĽĝĖĖÚďʦÖÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·Ņʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝşÚĹʦĶď·ĖŅʦ·Ņʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĽ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅûĖðʦŅĝʦűĖÖʦşĝĹČʫʦ�÷Úťʦ
ÐĝĖűĽÐ·ŅÚÖʦ÷ÚĹʦĽĕ·ĹŅĶ÷ĝĖÚʦ·ĖÖʬʦĽ÷ÚʦÐď·ûĕĽʬʦŅĝĝČʦ÷ÚĹʦïĝĹʦĸŊÚĽŅûĝĖûĖðʬʦÖŊĹûĖðʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚťʦŅĝďÖʦ
her that persons with Ukrainian citizenship could no longer work at critical infrastructure fa-
ÐûďûŅûÚĽʦ·ĖÖʬʦĕĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦ·ÖŞûĽÚÖʦ÷ÚĹʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦïŊĹŅ÷ÚĹʦşĝĹČʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ«·ÏďĝČĝʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶ·ĹŅťʫ

https://memopzk.org/figurant/marchenko-aleksandr-vladimirovich/
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3165346567008842139
https://www.24liveblog.com/live/Usumo?n=3169194392876952241
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/03/25/v-peterburge-policeyskie-zaderzhali-uchitelya-truda-na-uroke-iz-za-frazy
https://t.me/ovdinfolive/8152
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In Moscow in May an ambulance crew assisted a patient then reported to the police that 
he was ‘·ʟ Ïûðʟ ĽŅĹĝĖðʟ ď·Öʟ ïĹĝĕʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫ˓ʦ �÷Úʦ ĶĝďûÐÚʦ ŅŊĹĖÚÖʦ ŊĶʦ şûŅ÷ʦ ĶûĽŅĝďĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ų·Čʦ ĉ·ÐČÚŅĽʬʦ
demanding that the man came out onto the landing with his hands up. There they pressed 
him up against a wall and searched him before going on to search his apartment without wit-
nesses. The Ukrainian himself was taken to the police station. An agent questioned him there 
÷Ú·Şť˂÷·ĖÖÚÖďťʦ ·ĖÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦ ïĝĹʦ ĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦ ÷ĝŊĹĽʫʦ �ïŅÚĹʦ Ņ÷·Ņʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦĕ·Ėʦş·ĽʦĶ÷ĝŅĝðĹ·Ķ÷ÚÖʬʦ
űĖðÚĹ˂ĶĹûĖŅÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʫʦ
Refugees have also been prosecuted. We know of at least two such cases. Aleksandr Shmaliukʬʦ
·ʦÖÚ·ïʦ·ĖÖʦÖŊĕÏʦĹÚïŊðÚÚʦïĹĝĕʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦş·ĽʦűĖÚÖʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦûĖʦ�·ĕÏĝŞʦïĝĹʦ˒ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖð˓ʦ
the Russian armed forces (Article 20.3.3, Part 1, RCAOˉʦïĝĹʦǳʦĶûÐŅŊĹÚʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ¤ûÏÚĹʦĕÚĽĽÚĖðÚĹʦ
·ĶĶʫʦEĖʦ�Ŋď·ʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ·ʦĹÚïŊðÚÚʦïĹĝĕʦ]·ĹûŊĶĝďʬʦTatyana Skomaridaʬʦş·ĽʦűĖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦamountʬʦ
also for ‘discreditation.’ She had said that Russian troops were killing Ukrainian civilians. 
The media and human rights activists have also reported many instances of interrogations 
·ĖÖʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦĝĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦş÷ĝʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦĝĹʦş÷ĝʦŲÚÖʦŅĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ
Ukrainians who have found themselves in detention centres for foreign citizens have expe-
rienced serious rights violations. They include Ukrainians awaiting deportation from Russia. 
�÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ÷·Ľʦĕ·ÖÚʦŅ÷ûĽʦûĕĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ·ĖÖʦĕ·ĖťʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦïĝŊĖÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦïĹÚÚÖĝĕʦÚïïÚÐ-
ŅûŞÚďťʦÐŊĹŅ·ûďÚÖʦûĖÖÚűĖûŅÚďťʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ ÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʦïĝĹʦ9ĝĹÚûðĖʦ�ûŅûŭÚĖĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ]·ûĖʦ
Directorate of the Russian Internal Affairs Ministry for Moscow in the village of Sakharovo held 
·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʊʊʌʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖĽʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚðûĖĖûĖðʦĝïʦRŊĖÚʫʦ�ĝĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦşÚĹÚʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦĽŅĹûÐŅʦĕĝĖû-
ŅĝĹûĖðʫʦ9��ʦĽŅ·ïïÚĹĽʦ÷ÚďÖʦÐĝĖŞÚĹĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úĕʫʦ�ťʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹŞÚĖŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦ
activists had succeeded in freeing a large number of Ukrainians but at least 21 people are still 
ÏÚûĖðʦ ûĖÖÚűĖûŅÚďťʦ·ĖÖʦ ûďďÚð·ďďťʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·Ņʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚʦ ûĽʦ ĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦ Ņĝʦ ĽŊĶĶĝĽÚʦ Ņ÷·ŅʦÐûŅû-
ŭÚĖĽʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦĕ·ťʦ·ďĽĝʦÏÚʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅʦŅĝʦûĖÖÚűĖûŅÚʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦ·ŅʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐÚĖŅĹÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦČûĖÖʫʦ�÷ûĽʦ
is what happened to Ukrainian citizen �ĹŅÚĕʟTĹť·ŭ÷ who has been heldʦïĝĹʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦűŞÚʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʦ
·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʦ ïĝĹʦ9ĝĹÚûðĖʦ�ûŅûŭÚĖĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŅĝşĖʦĝïʦTĝĹĝďÚŞʬʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ ĽûĖÐÚʦ
the Internal Affairs Ministry deemed his presence on Russian territory undesirable and de-
ĖûÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦÚĖŅĹťʦïĝĹʦʎʉʦťÚ·ĹĽʫʦ�ĖÖʦŅ÷ûĽʦş÷ÚĖʦTĹť·ŭ÷ʦûĽʦĕ·ĹĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖʦşûŅ÷ʦş÷ĝĕʦ
he has a young son.

3.1.2. Crimea 
Criminal prosecutions
Repression has not ceased in Crimea from the moment the peninsula was annexed in 2014. 
Some of the prosecutions that were concluded in 2022 had dragged on from previous years. 
The two most prominent cases of this kind are the prosecution of journalist Vladislav Esipenko 
and a case of sabotage of a gas pipeline. 
�ʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦ ïĝĹʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĝĖďûĖÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦTĹťĕʫʦ�Ú·ďûûʦ ˌ˒�ĹûĕÚ·ʤʟ �Ú·ďûŅûÚĽ’] (a Radio Liberty pro-
ĉÚÐŅˉʬʦ¤ď·ÖûĽď·Şʦ$ĽûĶÚĖČĝʬʦş·Ľʦdetained by Russian security agents and taken to an undisclosed 
ďĝÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦʊʉʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʋʊʫʦdĖʦʊʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ$ĽûĶÚĖČĝʦ÷·ÖʦÚĖð·ðÚÖʦûĖʦ˒es-
ĶûĝĖ·ðÚʟ·ĖÖʟĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʟĽĶÚÐû·ďʟĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽ’ taking photos 

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/17/v-moskve-policeyskie-lomyatsya-v-dver-k-muzhchine-posle-zvonka-skoroy-o-tom
https://pravo68.ru/%D0%B2-%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B1%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5-%D0%B3%D0%BB%D1%83%D1%85%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D1%83%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B5%D1%86-%D0%BE%D1%88%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%84/
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/oshtrafovali-grazhdanku-ukraine-ubiystva-mirnyh-zhiteley/31908517.html
https://ovd.news/news/2022/02/25/sudy-i-drugoe-davlenie-za-antivoennye-vyskazyvaniya-i-podderzhku-naroda-ukrainy
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3124267081472053280
https://ru.krymr.com/a/v-krymu-pravit-fsb-6-let-kolonii-zhurnalist-vladislav-yesipenko/31706996.html
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and making videos in Crimea while an explosive device had been found in his car. Independent 
lawyer Aleksei Ladin was only able to meet Esipenko on 6 April in court at his appeal hearing 
against being held in custody. Ladin was not given access to the remand prison on the grounds 
Ņ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦ÷·ÖʦÖÚÐďûĖÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʦûĖʦşĹûŅûĖðʫʦEĖʦÐĝŊĹŅʬʦ$ĽûĶÚĖČĝʦĽ·ûÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ9��ʦ·ðÚĖŅĽʦ
had planted a hand grenade in his car and then taken him to a basement where he was sub-
jected to electric shock torture all night long. Wires were attached to his ears and he was beat-
ÚĖʦŊĖŅûďʦ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹťʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦ·ĖʦûĖŅÚĹŞûÚşʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝ˂�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦTĹťĕʦ
24 TV channel. The journalist was accused of illegal manufacture of an explosive device (Article 
223.1, Part 1, RCC) and a charge of possessing the device was subsequently added (Article 222.1, 
Part 1, RCCˉʫʦ�÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦĽ·ťĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖ˓ĽʦűĖðÚĹĶĹûĖŅĽʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹÚĖ·ÖÚʫʦ�ûĖÐÚʦRŊďťʬʦ
$ĽûĶÚĖČĝ˓ĽʦÐ·ĽÚʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦ÷Ú·ĹÖʦÏťʦ�ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝďĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ·ĖÖʦ ûĖʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ RŊÖðÚʦ
 ďť·ŞÚĹʦ�ÚĹÏÚĹĝŞʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ$ĽûĶÚĖČĝʦŅĝʦĽûŤʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ď˂ĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦűĖÚʦ
ĝïʦʊʊʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ$ĽûĶÚĖČĝʦş·ĽʦïĝŊĖÖʦðŊûďŅťʦĝïʦĝĖʦûďďÚð·ďʦ·ÐŅĽʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦşÚ·ĶĝĖʦˈArticle 222 RCC) 
and manufacture of an explosive device (Article 223.1 RCCˉʫʦ EĖʦ �ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ŊĶĹÚĕÚʦ �ĝŊĹŅʦ
of Crimea reduced the term by one year. 
dĖʦʋʌʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʋʉʋʊʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚĽĽʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŅÚĹĖ·ďʦ�ïï·ûĹĽʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦ
announced that damage had been caused by unknown persons to a gas pipeline near the vil-
lage of Perevalnoye. A criminal investigation was opened concerning the deliberate damage 
to property by dangerous means (Article 167, Part 2, RCC). On 3 and 4 September security 
ĝïűÐû·ďĽʦconductedʦűŞÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦ·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ�·Ņ·ĹĽʦ·ĽʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʫʦ�÷ĹÚÚʬʦ
former deputy chair of the Crimean Tatar Mejlis Nariman Dzhelyal and second cousins Aziz 
and �Ľ·ĖʟŵČ÷ŅÚĕĝŞʬʦşÚĹÚʦŅ·ČÚĖʦûĖŅĝʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʫʦ�÷Úʦ�Č÷ŅÚĕĝŞĽʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦˈArticle 
281, Part 1, RCCˉʦǳĖÖʦ ŭ÷Úďť·ďʦş·Ľʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦÐĝĕĶďûÐûŅťʦûĖʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦˈArticle 281, Part 1, RCC, 
in conjunction with Article 33, Part 5, RCCˉʫʦ�ûĖÐÚʦʊʉʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ ŭ÷Úďť·ďʦ÷·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦÏÚÚĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦ
with sabotage. Dzhelyal reportedʦŅ÷·Ņʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦÏÚûĖðʦŅ·ČÚĖʦûĖŅĝʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʬʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ÷ÚďÖʦûĖʦ·ʦÐÚďď·Ĺʦ
şûŅ÷ʦ ·ʦ Ľ·ÐČʦ ĝŞÚĹʦ ÷ûĽʦ ÷Ú·Öʬʦ ÷·ĖÖÐŊïïÚÖʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ĶĽťÐ÷ĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦ ĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʫʦAÚʦÏÚďûÚŞÚĽʦ
÷ûĽʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦûĽʦûĖʦĹÚŞÚĖðÚʦïĝĹʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦŅ·ČÚĖʦĶ·ĹŅʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦ}ď·ŅïĝĹĕʦûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦĽŊĕĕûŅʬʦ÷ÚďÖʦ
ûĖʦTťûŞʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʫʦdĖʦʊʉʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ�ŭûŭʦ�Č÷ŅÚĕĝŞʦŅĝďÖʦ÷ûĽʦď·şťÚĹʦ�ûÖÚĹʦ�ŭ·ĕ·ŅĝŞʦ
Ņ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ûĽʦÐĝŊĽûĖʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÏÚ·ŅÚĖʦÏťʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦ·ðÚĖŅĽʬʦŅ·ČÚĖʦûĖŅĝʦ·ʦïĝĹÚĽŅʬʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅÚĖÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ
ÏÚûĖðʦĽ÷ĝŅʦ·ĖÖʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÚďÚÐŅĹûÐʦĽ÷ĝÐČĽʫʦ�ŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʬʦ÷·ĹĽ÷ÚĹʦ·ÐÐŊĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦďÚŞÚďďÚÖʦ
at those involved in the case. They all began to be accused of group sabotage (Article 281, Part 
2 (a) and (b), RCCˉʬʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖď·şïŊďʦ·ÐĸŊûĽûŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝĽĽÚĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚʦĽŊÏĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʦûĖʦ·ĖʦĝĹð·Ė-
ised group (Article 222.1, Part 4, RCC) and smuggling an explosive device as an organised group 
(Article 226.1, Part 2, RCCˉʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦdeclined 
ŅĝʦďÚŅʦ ŭ÷Úďť·ďʦďÚ·ŞÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦïĝĹʦ÷ûĽʦï·Ņ÷ÚĹ˓ĽʦïŊĖÚĹ·ďʫʦdĖʦʋʊʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsen-
tencedʦ^·Ĺûĕ·Ėʦ ŭ÷Úďť·ďʦŅĝʦʊʐʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĽŅĹûÐŅ˂ĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦűĖÚʦĝïʦʐʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊ-
ÏďÚĽʬʦŵĽ·Ėʦ·ĖÖʦ�ŭûŭʦ�Č÷ŅÚĕĝŞʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦʊʎʦ·ĖÖʦʊʌʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĽŅĹûÐŅ˂ĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦ
ĹÚĽĶÚÐŅûŞÚďťʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦÚ·Ð÷ʦűĖÚÖʦʎʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ
In May the Southern Military district court in Rostov-on-Don began proceedings in the case 
of Uzbek citizen Nabi RakhimovʬʦČûďďÚÖʦÏťʦ9��ʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚĽʦûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦAûĽʦÖÚ·Ņ÷ʦĝÐÐŊĹĹÚÖʦÖŊĹûĖðʦ
ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ�·Ņ·ĹĽʦĝĖʦʊʊʦ]·ťʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ�ĝʦÖ·ŅÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÖÚÐďûĖÚÖʦ
Ņĝʦ÷·ĖÖʦĝŞÚĹʦ÷ûĽʦÏĝÖťʫʦ EĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦş·ťʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦĕ·ťʦÏÚʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅûĖðʦŅĝʦÐĝĖÐÚ·ďʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʦ
ĝïʦ·ʦÐĹûĕÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûĹÐŊĕĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʦĝïʦ�·Č÷ûĕĝŞ˓ĽʦĕŊĹÖÚĹʫʦ�ÚŞÚĹ·ďʦÖ·ťĽʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ÷ÚʦÖûÚÖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ
ĹŊďÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ûĽʦşûÖĝşʬʦSokhiby BurkhanovaʬʦĽ÷ĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦÖÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʫʦ�÷Úʦş·ĽʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦ
ÐÚĖŅĹÚʦïĝĹʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦûĖʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·ĹʦĹÚðûĝĖʫʦ ÚĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ$ŊĹĝĶÚ·Ėʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦAŊ-

https://ru.krymr.com/a/news-krym-prigovor-yesipenko/31994247.html
https://rg.ru/2021/08/23/reg-ufo/v-krymu-neizvestnye-povredili-gazoprovod.html
https://ovd.news/express-news/2021/09/04/posle-obyskov-u-krymskih-tatar-siloviki-zaderzhali-pyateryh-chelovek-gde-oni
https://ru.krymr.com/a/news-dzhelial-krymskaya-platforma/31955125.html
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/03/28/sud-v-krymu-ne-otpustil-krymskotatarskogo-aktivista-na-pohorony-otca
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/21/figurantam-dela-o-diversii-na-gazoprovode-v-krymu-naznachili-ot-13-do-17-let
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/21/figurantam-dela-o-diversii-na-gazoprovode-v-krymu-naznachili-ot-13-do-17-let
https://crimean-solidarity.org/news/2022/06/10/mertvogo-budut-sudit-sud-naznachil-datu-pervogo-zasedaniya-po-delu-ubitogo-nabi-raximova-2191
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ĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦ�ŊĹČ÷·ĖĝŞ·˓ĽʦÖÚĶĝĹŅ·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦďÚïŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚĶĝĹ-
Ņ·ŅûĝĖʦĹŊďûĖðʦûĖʦïĝĹÐÚʫʦ�Ľʦĝïʦʋʊʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ�ŊĹČ÷·ĖĝŞ·ʦş·ĽʦĽŅûďďʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʦïĝĹʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦ
ÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚ·Ņ÷ʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦï·Ņ÷ÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖÐ·ĹÐÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĕĝŅ÷ÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖ˓Ľʦï·ŅÚʦ
ûĽʦŊĖČĖĝşĖʫʦ ÚĽĶûŅÚʦ·ďďʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦÐûĹÐŊĕĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚĽʦ�·Č÷ûĕĝŞʦĝïʦÐĝĕĕûŅ-
ŅûĖðʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·Ľʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅûĖðʦŅĝʦČûďďʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦˈArticle 317 RCCˉʬʦĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʦ·ÐŅĽʦ
of terrorism (Article 205, Part 1, RCCʬʦûĖʦÐĝĖĉŊĖÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦArticle 30, Part 1, RCCˉʬʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦ
in the activities of a terrorist organisation (Article 205.5, Part 2, RCCˉʬʦ·ÏÚŅŅûĖðʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ÐŅûŞ-
ity (Article 205.1, Part 1.1, RCCˉʬʦ·ĖÖʦŊĖď·şïŊďʦĶĝĽĽÚĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦşÚ·ĶĝĖʦˈArticle 222, Part 1, RCC) 
and of explosive substances and explosive devices (Article 222.1, Part 1, RCC). If during the court 
ĹÚŞûÚşʬʦ�·Č÷ûĕĝŞʦûĽʦïĝŊĖÖʦðŊûďŅťʦĝïʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʬʦ÷ûĽʦÏĝÖťʦşûďďʦĹÚĕ·ûĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚ˓ĽʦĶĝĽĽÚĽ-
sion and will not be handed over to his relatives.
Nurse and activist Iryna Danylovych was detained in Crimea on 29 April on her way home from 
şĝĹČʫʦAÚĹʦş÷ÚĹÚ·ÏĝŊŅĽʦĹÚĕ·ûĖÚÖʦŊĖČĖĝşĖʦŊĖŅûďʦʊʊʦ]·ťʫʦdĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ťʦĽ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʬʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ
ş÷ÚĹÚʦ Ľ÷Úʦ ďûŞÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷ÚĹʦ Ķ·ĹÚĖŅĽʦş·Ľʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʫʦ �ÚÐŊĹûŅťʦ ĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ ĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ðûŞÚʦ ÷ÚĹʦ ï·Ņ÷ÚĹʦ
a search warrant and said that his daughter had been given a 10-day jail sentence under ad-
ministrative law for ‘Ķ·ĽĽûĖðʟĝĖʟŊĖÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʟûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʫ˓ʦ�Ľʦ ·ĖťďĝŞťÐ÷ʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʬʦ
ÏÚïĝĹÚʦÏÚûĖðʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦûĖʦ�ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝďʬʦĽ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ÷ÚďÖʦïĝĹʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·Ėʦ·ʦşÚÚČʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐÚďď·Ĺʦ
of the FSB building as if it were a torture chamber while demands were made for her to sign 
·ʦÐĝĖïÚĽĽûĝĖʫʦ�÷ÚʦĽ·ťĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦĝĖʦʎʦRŊďťʬʦ·ĽʦĽ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÏÚûĖðʦŅ·ČÚĖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦÚĽÐĝĹŅʦŅĝʦ�ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝď˓ĽʦTť-
ûŞĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʬʦ9��ʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚĽʦÐ·ŊĽÚÖʦ÷ÚĹʦÏĝÖûďťʦ÷·ĹĕʫʦdĖʦʋʑʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ9ÚĝÖĝĽû·ʦ�ûŅťʦ
Court sentenced Danylovych to seven years in prison for possession of an explosive device (Ar-
ticle 222.1, Part 1, RCCˉʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʬʦĽ÷Úʦ÷·Öʦĕ·ÖÚʦ·ĖʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚʦÖÚŞûÐÚʦïĹĝĕʦ
explosive materials and projectiles (medical needles) and kept it in the lining of a glasses case. 
�÷Úʦş·Ľʦ ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖ·ďďťʦűĖÚÖʦʎʉʬʉʉʉʦ ĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ ŊĹûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ÷Ú·ĹûĖðʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦ÷ûð÷ďûð÷Ņ-
ÚÖʦĖŊĕÚĹĝŊĽʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÖûÐŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦşûŅĖÚĽĽʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʬʦûĖ·ÖĕûĽĽûÏďÚʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦď·ÐČʦĝïʦĕ·-
ŅÚĹû·ďʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦï·ďĽÚʦŅÚĽŅûĕĝĖťʦÏťʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ ˒şûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽ˓ʦş÷ĝʦŅŊĹĖÚÖʦĝŊŅʦŅĝʦÏÚʦ·ĖʦĝïűÐÚĹʦ
of the Crimean police. Danylovych and her defence claim that the explosive device was planted 
ĝĖʦ÷ÚĹʦ˅ʦş÷ÚĖʦĽ÷Úʦ·ĹĹûŞÚÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʬʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚĽʦÚŤ·ĕûĖÚÖʦ÷ÚĹʦÏ·ðʦ·ĖÖʦïĝŊĖÖʦ
ĖĝŅ÷ûĖðʦûĖʦûŅʫʦ�÷ÚĖʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦ ·ĖťďĝŞťÐ÷ʬʦ÷ÚĹʦÏ·ðʦş·ĽʦŅ·ČÚĖʦ·ş·ťʦ·ĖÖʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦïĝŊĖÖʦ
ŅĝʦÐĝĖŅ·ûĖʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚʦĽŊÏĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ·ďĽĝʦĹÚÐĝŊĖŅÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦĝĖʦʋʊʦRŊďťʬʦş÷ÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·-
ŅûŞÚʦĶĹĝÐÚÖŊĹÚʦş·Ľʦ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦĝŞÚĹʬʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦÚĽÐĝĹŅĽʦ·ððĹÚĽĽûŞÚďťʦÖÚÐď·ĹÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ÚʦĹÚðĹÚŅŅÚÖʦ
operatives had only placed a small amount of explosive in her bag. Iryna Danylovich is a nurse 
·ŅʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝďûÖ·ťʦï·ÐûďûŅûÚĽʦûĖʦTĝČŅÚÏÚďʫʦ�÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅĽʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·˓ĽʦĕÚÖûÐ·ďʦĽŅ·ïïʦ
·ĖÖʦşĹĝŅÚʦ·ʦðĹÚ·ŅʦÖÚ·ďʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĹûð÷ŅĽʬʦïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦŊĖÖÚĹĶ·ťĕÚĖŅʦïĝĹʦşĝĹČʦşûŅ÷ʦ
�ĝŞûÖʦĶ·ŅûÚĖŅĽʫʦdĖʦʌʦRŊďťʬʦŅ÷Úʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦRŊĽŅûÐÚʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦ ·ĖťďĝŞťÐ÷ʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ
·ðÚĖŅĽʫ˓ʦ}ĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦŅĝʦÏÚ·ĹʦĝĖʦ÷ÚĹʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʭʦĽŅ·ïïʦÐ·ĹĹûÚÖʦĝŊŅʦ·Ėʦ˒ŊĖ-
ĽÐ÷ÚÖŊďÚÖʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷˓ʦĝïʦ÷ÚĹʦÐÚďďʦ·ĖÖʦŅĝĝČʦ·ş·ťʦ·ʦĖĝŅÚÏĝĝČʦĝïʦĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďʦşĹûŅûĖðʬʦÐûŅûĖðʦûĖŅÚĹĖ·ďʦĹÚðŊ-
ď·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦĕĝŞÚÖʦ÷ÚĹʦŅĝʦ·ĖʦŊĖ÷Ú·ŅÚÖʦÐÚďďʦş÷ÚĹÚʦĽ÷Úʦ·ÐĸŊûĹÚÖʦ·ĖʦÚ·ĹʦûĖïÚÐŅûĝĖʬʦ·ďĕĝĽŅʦďĝĽŅʦ
her hearing and suffered from severe headaches. She was given no medical assistance during 
that time. 
EĖʦRŊĖÚʬʦ�ŊÖ·Čʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦsentenced pensioner Valeriya Goldenberg to two years in a low-se-
curity penal colony for desecrating the grave of a Russian soldier (the case is set out in greater 
detail above).
dĖʦʋʏʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ�ĹûĕÚ·˓Ľʦ�ĝŞÚŅĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced 25-year-old Aziz Faizullaev to three 
years in a general regime penal colony for deliberate destruction of someone else’s property 

https://www.svoboda.org/a/v-krymu-aktivistku-irinu-danilovich-prigovorili-k-semi-godam-kolonii/32196925.html
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/krym-pensionerka-oskvernenie-mogily/31887772.html
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/20/krymchanina-prigovorili-k-trem-godam-kolonii-po-delu-o-podzhoge-zdaniya
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by means of arson (Article 167, Part 2 RCCˉʫʦAÚʦş·ĽʦïĝŊĖÖʦðŊûďŅťʦĝïʦĽÚŅŅûĖðʦűĹÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚĕûĽ-
ÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ}ŊĽ÷ČûĖĽČĝťÚʦĹŊĹ·ďʦĽÚŅŅďÚĕÚĖŅ˓Ľʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʫʦAÚʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦĝĹÖÚĹÚÖʦŅĝʦĶ·ťʦűĖ·ĖÐû·ďʦ
Ö·ĕ·ðÚĽʦĝïʦʐʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦïĝŊĖÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦĝĖʦʍʦRŊďťʦ9·ûŭŊďď·ÚŞʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦÖĹŊĖČʬʦĽĕ·Ľ÷ÚÖʦ
the windows of the administration’s premises and threw two Molotov cocktails into the build-
ûĖðʫʦ�÷ÚʦűĹÚʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚÚŅûĖðʦĹĝĝĕʦ·ďďĝÐ·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦďĝÐ·ďʦÐĝŊĖÐûďďĝĹĽʬʦûŅĽʦïŊĹĖûŅŊĹÚʦ·ĖÖʦÚĸŊûĶ-
ment. The verdict notes that the arson Faizullaev committed the arson because he did not agree 
şûŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ş·Ĺʦ ûĖʦ �ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ ş÷ÚĹÚʦ ÷Úʦ ÷·Ľʦ ïĹûÚĖÖĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĹÚď·ŅûŞÚĽʫʦ ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŞÚĹÖûÐŅʦ Ðď·ûĕĽʬʦ
÷Úʦ÷·Öʦş·ŅÐ÷ÚÖʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʦïĝĝŅ·ðÚʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʦĝĖʦűĹÚʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĽŊďŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĶÚÐû·ďʦ
ĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦûĖŅÚĹŞûÚşĽʦşûŅ÷ʦĝĶĶĝĖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʫʦ9·ŭŊďď·ÚŞʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦRŊĖÚʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ
·ʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦŊĖŅûďʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅʦş·ĽʦÖÚďûŞÚĹÚÖʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦ÷ûĽʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʬʦĶĹĝ˂�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
Telegram channels ran a video of his ‘sincere confessions.’ 
dĖʦʊʍʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ðûĽŅĹ·ŅÚʦïĝĹʦ�ĹÚ·ʦ˭ʦʑʒʦĝïʦ9ÚĝÖĝĽû·ʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦsentenced Dmitry Step-
anchenko to one year and 21 days of restricted liberty for vandalism motivated by political hatred 
(Article 214, Part 2, RCCˉʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦïĝĹʦðĹ·ïűŅûʦ˒ûĖĽŊďŅûĖð˓ʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦŅĹĝĝĶĽʫʦEĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ
�ŅÚĶ·ĖÐ÷ÚĖČĝʦş·ĽʦűĖÚÖʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʦ̍ Article 20.3.3 RCAO).
EĖʦTÚĹÐ÷ʦ ûĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦ ïĝĹʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʦş·Ľʦopened for wishing Russian soldiers 
dead. Olga Saenko is suspected of advocating extremism on the internet (Article 280, Part 2, 
RCCˉʫʦ�÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦÏÚďûÚŞÚĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ�·ÚĖČĝʬʦûĖʦ·ĖʦŊĖĖ·ĕÚÖʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ŅĹĝĝĕʬʦÖûĽĽÚĕûĖ·ŅÚÖʦ
‘Ð·ďďĽʟïĝĹʟ·ÐŅĽʟĝïʟŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʟŅĝʟÏÚʟÐ·ĹĹûÚÖʟĝŊŅʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟ·ʟðĹĝŊĶʟĝïʟĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʟĽûĖðďÚÖʟĝŊŅʟĝĖʟŅ÷ÚʟðĹĝŊĖÖĽʟ
ĝïʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďûŅťʟˁ �ŊĽĽû·ĖĽ˂ʫ˓ʦ�ďďÚðÚÖďťʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ�ĹûÖðÚʦş·ĽʦÏďĝşĖʦŊĶʬʦ�·ÚĖČĝʦ·ÐŅûŞÚďťʦ
expressed approval of Ukraine’s action and expressed the wish that Russian troops taking part 
in the ‘special operation’ would die. She is known to have been detained after she was reported 
by pro-Russian blogger Aleksandr Talipov who later posted her apologies on his video channel. 
EĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦĝĖʦʋʊʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦAleksandr Tarapon was sentenced to two and a half years in a strict re-
gime penal colony. He was convicted of ‘fake news’ about the Russian army by an Alushta judge 
(Article 207.3, Part 1, RCCˉʦïĝĹʦĽŅûÐČûĖðʦ·ʦŲťÚĹʦĝĖʦ·ʦĹÚď·ŅûŞÚ˓Ľʦð·ŅÚʦÏÚ·ĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚď·ŅûŞÚ˓ĽʦĶ÷ĝŅĝ-
graph and the words ‘ş·ĹʟÐĹûĕûĖ·ď.’ Tarapon does not believe he is guilty and claims that the in-
vestigator interpreted a family dispute as a piece of fake news about the military. The ‘Political 
Prisoners. Memorial’ Project has recognised Aleksandr Tarapon as a political prisoner.
The storyʦĝïʦTÚĹÐ÷ʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦIlya Gantsevsky may be quoted as an example of a successful es-
Ð·ĶÚʦïĹĝĕʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʫʦEĖʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦïĝĹʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĖðʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦŞûÚşĽʦĝĖʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĕÚÖû·ʦ
·ĖÖʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÖĹŊðĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶď·ĖŅÚÖʦûĖʦ÷ûĽʦÐďĝŅ÷ûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦûĖʦ÷ûĽʦ·Ķ·ĹŅ-
ment in order to jail him on administrative charges. In the temporary holding facility where 
÷ÚʦĽÚĹŞÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʬʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦŅĝʦĹÚÐĝĹÖʦ·ʦŞûÖÚĝʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷Úʦ·Ķĝď-
ĝðûĽÚÖʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÐĝĖïÚĽĽÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅûĖðʦ ˒�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďûĽŅĽʫ˓ʦ �Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÚĖÖʦĝïʦ ŅşĝʦşÚÚČĽʦ ûĖʦ ĉ·ûďʬʦ
÷ÚʦďÚïŅʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐûďûŅťʦ·ĖÖʦş·ĽʦĝĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦÏťʦ9��ʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚĽʫʦ ŊĹûĖðʦ·Ėʦ˒ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ďʦÐ÷·Ņ˓ʬʦŅ÷Úťʦ
reported that Ilya was also to be prosecuted under ‘a drugs crime article’ but would get off with 
·ʦűĖÚʦûïʦ÷ÚʦČÚĶŅʦ÷ûĽʦĕĝŊŅ÷ʦĽ÷ŊŅʫʦEŅʦď·ŅÚĹʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦČĖĝşĖʦŅ÷·ŅʬʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦ÷ûĕʦÏÚûĖðʦûĖŞĝďŞÚÖʦĝĹʦÚŞÚĖʦ
ûĖïĝĹĕÚÖʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ÷·ÖʦűĖÚÖʦ:·ĖŅĽÚŞĽČťʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ ïĝĹʦ ˒ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·Ĺĕť˓ʦ ˈArticle 
20.3.3 RCAOˉʫʦ�ʦĽ÷ĝĹŅʦŅûĕÚʦď·ŅÚĹʬʦÖÚĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĶĹĝĕûĽÚĽʬʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĝïűÐû·ďĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ
charge of ‘discrediting the army’ against him (Article 280.3 RCCˉʫʦdĖʦʊʐʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝĶŅÚÖʦ
to impose house arrest without the right to leave home as a pre-trial condition. Gantsevsky 
ĕ·Ė·ðÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ÚĽÐ·ĶÚʬʦ ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʫʦ�÷Úʦ ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ }ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦ }ĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ÷·Ľʦ ĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ Eďť·ʦ
Gantsevsky as a political prisoner.

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/15/krymchaninu-vynesli-prigovor-po-state-o-vandalizme-po-motivu-politicheskoy
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/14/na-zhitelnicu-kerchi-zaveli-delo-ob-ekstremizme-iz-za-pozhelaniya-smerti
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/krym-sud-tarapon/32094969.html
https://memopzk.org/figurant/tarapon-aleksandr/
https://focus.ua/ukraine/535289-obvinyali-v-diskreditacii-armii-krymchanin-sbezhal-ot-fsb-i-rasskazal-o-ee-metodah-foto
https://memopzk.org/figurant/ganczevskij-ilya-valerevich/
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The Noman Chelebidzhikhan Battalion
A separate block of prosecutions consists of acts of repression for alleged membership 
of the Noman Chlebidzhikhan Battalion.

The Noman Chelebidzhikhan Battalion 
WÚĖŊĹʟEĽďť·ĕĝŞʥʟŞûÐÚʻĶĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʟĝï the ¥ĝĹďÖʟ�ĝĖðĹÚĽĽʟĝï �ĹûĕÚ·Ėʟ�·Ņ·ĹĽʥʟûĖĽŅûð·ŅÚÖʟ
the ÐĹÚ·ŅûĝĖʟĝï the battalion in 2015. The main goal of its ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟş·Ľ the ÖÚʻĝÐÐŊĶ·-
tion of Crimea. The battalion is Ė·ĕÚÖʟûĖ honour of ^ĝĕ·Ėʟ�÷ďÚÏûÖŭ÷ûČ÷·ĖʥʟűĹĽŅʟÐ÷·ûĹʟ
of the ðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʟĝï the Crimean People’s �ÚĶŊÏďûÐʟŅ÷·ŅʟÚŤûĽŅÚÖʟ·ïŅÚĹʟŅ÷Ú 9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʟ�ÚŞ-
olution. The Ï·ŅŅ·ďûĝĖʟş·Ľ ÚŤĶÚÐŅÚÖʟŅĝ be ĕ·ÖÚʟŊĶ primarily of Crimeans. At the same 
time, it ş·Ľ not ĝïűÐû·ďďťʟĹÚðûĽŅÚĹÚÖʤʟ�÷Ú �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʟĹÚð·ĹÖʟŅ÷Ú battalion 
as an ûďďÚð·ďʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟðĹĝŊĶʟ·ĖÖ on 1 June 2022 the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʟ�ĝŊĹŅʟĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʟ
it as a ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟ·ĖÖ Ï·ĖĖÚÖʟûŅ in �ŊĽĽû·ʤʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʟĝï Ukraini-
·ĖĽʥʟĕĝĽŅʟïĹÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʟ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʟ�·Ņ·ĹĽʥʟïĝĹ ·ďďÚðÚÖʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʟûĖ the battalion’s ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟ
ŅĝĝČʟĶď·ÐÚʟÚŞÚĖʟÏÚïĝĹÚʟŅ÷Ú Ï·ŅŅ·ďûĝĖʟş·Ľ ĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʟ·Ľ a ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʤʠ

Dozens of people are currently being prosecuted in connection with the battalion. Here indi-
vidual cases that give a general impression of the mechanics and nature of these prosecutions 
are described.
dĖʦʑʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦTťûŞĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ ûĖʦ �ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝďʦ sentenced Izet Gdanov in absentia to eight 
ťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦ:Ö·ĖĝŞʬʦïĝĹĕÚĹďťʦŅ÷Úʦˌ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖˍʦĶĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅ˓ĽʦűĹĽŅʦÖÚĶŊŅťʦĶÚĹĕ·ĖÚĖŅʦ
ĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊŅĝĖĝĕĝŊĽʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦArticle 208, Part 
2, RCCʭʦ˒}·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦ·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦðĹĝŊĶʦĖĝŅʦÚĖŞûĽ·ðÚÖʦûĖʦïÚÖÚĹ·ďʦď·şʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦ
on the territory of a foreign state in an armed group not recognised by the legislation of that 
state with objectives running counter to Russia’s interests.’ 
dĖʦ ʍʦ �ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ �ĹûĕÚ·˓Ľʦ �ÚďĝðĝĹĽČťʦ ÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ sentenced Crimean Tartar Rustem 
Osmanov to six years in prison under Article 208, Part 2, RCC. Osmanov has said that he was un-
ď·şïŊďďťʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦĝĖʦʊʎʦ�ĶĹûďʦ·Ņʦ÷ûĽʦĶď·ÐÚʦĝïʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖÐÚʦ ûĖʦT·ď·ĖÐ÷·ČʬʦT÷ÚĹĽĝĖʦĹÚðûĝĖʫʦ�şÚďŞÚʦ
�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĕÚĖʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĹûŲÚĽʦÏŊĹĽŅʦ ûĖŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦ÷ĝĕÚʫʦ�÷ÚťʦÏÚ·ŅʦdĽĕ·ĖĝŞʬʦ÷·ĖÖÐŊïïÚÖʦ
÷ûĕʬʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦ·ʦÏ·ðʦĝŞÚĹʦ÷ûĽʦ÷Ú·Öʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦŅĝĝČʦ÷ûĕʦĝïïʦŅĝş·ĹÖĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝĹÖÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚʦ
he was placed in a trailer where he was forced to sign a confession after threats were made 
Ņĝʦ Čûďďʦ ÷ûĕʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ûĽʦ ï·ĕûďťʫʦ �ïŅÚĹʦ Ņ÷ûĽʬʦ ĽŅûďďʦşÚ·ĹûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ÷·ĖÖÐŊïïĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÏ·ðʬʦ ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ Ņ·ČÚĖʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʦûĖʦ�ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝďʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÚďÚÐŅĹûÐʦĽ÷ĝÐČĽʬʦÏÚ·ŅÚĖʦ·ĖÖʦĽŊÏ-
ĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦĝĖðĝûĖðʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ÷ûĽʦï·ĕûďťʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦdĽĕ·ĖĝŞʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦŅĝʦûĖÐĹûĕûĖ·ŅÚʦ
himself and sign confessions which he subsequently repeated in court. The ‘Support for Politi-
cal Prisoners. Memorial’ Project has recognised Rustem Osmanov as a political prisoner.
dĖʦʋʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ�ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝď˓ĽʦTťûŞĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced Ukrainian citizen Ruslan Ab-
durakhmanovʦ ŅĝʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦ ûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦŊĖÖÚĹʦArticle 208, Part 2, RCC. The FSB reported 
that Abdurakhmanov was detained in an alleged attempt to cross the border. Abdurakhmanov 
÷ûĕĽÚďïʦ Ľ·ûÖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ĝĖʦ ʊʑʦ �ĶĹûďʦ ·ĹĕÚÖʦĕÚĖʦ ûĖʦ Ï·ď·Ðď·Ş·Ľʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ð·ĕĝŊŲ·ðÚʦşûŅ÷ʦ ĽÚşĖ˂ĝĖʦ Ų·ðĽʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ ^�ʦ·ĖÖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦÏŊĹĽŅʦûĖŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦ÷ĝĕÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ė˂ĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦŞûďď·ðÚʦĝïʦ�ŭĝŞĽČĝťÚʬʦ:ÚĖ-
ûÐ÷ÚĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʫʦ¥ûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÏ·ðʦĝŞÚĹʦ÷ûĽʦ÷Ú·Öʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦŅ·ČÚĖʦŅĝʦ¤ĝÐ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ·ĖÖʦ�ÚÐ÷ĖûÐ·ďʦ�Ð÷ĝĝďʦ
˭ʦ ʊʐʦ ûĖʦ:ÚĖûÐ÷ÚĽČʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ ĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ÚďÚÐŅĹûÐʦ Ľ÷ĝÐČʦ ŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʦ ·ĖÖʦÏÚ·ŅÚĖʦŊĶʫʦdĖÐÚʦ
÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĽûðĖÚÖʦĽĝĕÚʦĶ·ĶÚĹĽʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦŅ·ČÚĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʦûĖʦ�ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝďʫʦ�÷ÚĖʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦ

https://crimeahrg.org/ru/sud-v-krymu-zaochno-prigovoril-izeta-gdanova-k-8-godam-kolonii/
https://zmina.info/ru/news-ru/ubem-tebya-y-tvoyu-semyu-rossyyane-ugrozamy-zastavyly-kr%D1%8Bmskogo-tataryna-rustema-osmanova-svydetelstvovat-protyv-sebya/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/osmanov-rustem-sejtbukirovich/
https://zmina.info/ru/news-ru/ubem-tebya-y-tvoyu-semyu-rossyyane-ugrozamy-zastavyly-kr%D1%8Bmskogo-tataryna-rustema-osmanova-svydetelstvovat-protyv-sebya/
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ûĖʦ ŅĝĹŅŊĹĝŊĽʦ ÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦ ûĖʦ ·ʦ ĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦ ĶĹûĽĝĖʬʦ ÚïïÚÐŅûŞÚďťʦ ÖÚĖûÚÖʦ ïĝĝÖʦ ·ĖÖʦ ş·ŅÚĹʫʦ }ĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦ
was put upon him and as a result he incriminated himself. The ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ 
Project has recognised Ruslan Aburakhmanov as a political prisoner.
dĖʦʊʐʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ�ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝď˓ĽʦTťûŞĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced Crimean Tatar Artur Memetshaiev 
to six and a half years in a strict regime penal colony. He was detained in April. The FSB accused 
Memetshaiev of carrying out checks of vehicles and persons in border territories as a member 
of the Chelebidzhikhan Battalion. The court deemed this to be participation in an illegal armed 
group (Article 208, Part 2, RCC).
Crimean Tatar Rustem Gugurik was also sentencedʦûĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʫʦEŅʦş·ĽʦĝĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦTťûŞĽČťʦ
ÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦŅĝʦÚûð÷Ņʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ÷·ďïʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĽŅĹûÐŅ˂ĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʬʦ·ð·ûĖʦ
under Article 208, Part 2, RCCʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖ˓ĽʦĝĶûĖûĝĖʬʦ:ŊðŊĹûČʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·Ņ-
talion from November 2014 to 29 March 2022 until the moment he was detained by FSB op-
eratives. Three anonymous witnesses gave evidence against him in court. They said that Gu-
gurik regularly visited the battalion’s territory in Novooleksiyivka .and also collected funds 
ŅĝʦĶŊĹÐ÷·ĽÚʦïĝĝÖĽŅŊïïĽʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦûŅÚĕĽʫʦ�÷ÚûĹʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĖűĹĕÚÖʦÏťʦşûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʦïĹĝĕʦ
·ĕĝĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚĽʫʦ:ŊðŊĹûČʦĽŅ·ŅÚĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ÚʦďĝĝČÚÖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ÷ûĽʦÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖʬʦÐ·ĹÚÖʦïĝĹʦ÷ûĽʦÚď-
ÖÚĹďťʦĕĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦşĝĹČÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦŅ·ŤûʦÖĹûŞÚĹʬʦĽĶÚÐûűÐ·ďďťʦŅ·ČûĖðʦĶ·ĽĽÚĖðÚĹĽʦŅĝʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦEĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦ
ʋʉʊʏʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦïĝĹÏûÖÖÚĖʬʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦÚŤĶď·Ė·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅĝʦÚĖŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĖûĖĽŊď·ʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĶÚĹûĝÖʦĝïʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʫʦ
EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦş÷ÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĖʦÚŤĶûĹÚÖʬʦ:ŊðŊĹûČʦÖÚÐûÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŞûĽûŅʦĹÚď·ŅûŞÚĽʦûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦÏŊŅʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ
on the Russian border. The ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ Project has recognised Rustem Gu-
gurik as a political prisoner. 
dĖʦʊʊʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʋʬʦAidar Umerov was sentenced to six years in a strict regime penal colony 
under that same article (Article 208, Part 2, RCCˉʫʦ�ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝď˓ĽʦTťûŞĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ ïĝŊĖÖʦ
Ņ÷·Ņʦ�ĕÚĹĝŞʬʦ·ʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ�·Ņ·Ĺʬʦ÷·ÖʦĽÚĹŞÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ŅŅ·ďûĝĖ˓Ľʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦðŊ·ĹÖʦ·ĖÖʦ÷·Öʦ·ďĽĝʦ÷·ĖÖďÚÖʦ
material and foodstuff supplies. 
On 12 December TĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅûĖʟ �ÚĹÚĽ÷Ð÷ÚĖČĝ was sentenced to four years and three months 
in a strict regime penal colony by Dzhankoysky district court under Article 208, Part 2, RCC. 
The prosecution claims that from 2016 onwards he ‘ĶÚĹïĝĹĕÚÖʟŅ÷ÚʟÖŊŅûÚĽʟĝïʟÐ÷ÚÐČûĖðʟûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʟ
·ĖÖʟŞÚ÷ûÐďÚĽʟ·ŅʟÐ÷ÚÐČĶĝûĖŅĽʟĝĖʟŅ÷ÚʟĽŅ·ŅÚʟÏĝĹÖÚĹʟÏÚŅşÚÚĖʟ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟ�Ú-
ĶŊÏďûÐʟĝïʟ�ĹûĕÚ·ʟ·ĖÖʟðŊ·ĹÖÚÖʟŅ÷Úʟï·ÐûďûŅûÚĽʟĝïʟ·ĖʟûďďÚð·ďʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟðĹĝŊĶ.’ 
�ŅûďďʦûĖʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ·ĹÚʦŅşĝʦïŊĹŅ÷ÚĹʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝïʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�÷ÚďÚÏûÖŭ÷ûČ÷·Ėʦ�·ŅŅ·ďûĝĖʬʦ
those of Mamet Dolhopolov and dďÚČĽûûʟTťĽÚďťĝŞ.
The prosecution names Dolhopolov as ‘·ʟĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďʟÏĝÖťðŊ·ĹÖ˓ʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÏ·ŅŅ·ďûĝĖ˓Ľʦ ïĝŊĖÖÚĹʬʦWÚ-
ĖŊĹʦEĽďť·ĕĝŞʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚĽʦ÷ûĕʦĝïʦŅ·ČûĖðʦĶ·ĹŅʦ˒ûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟïĝĝÖʟÏďĝÐČ·ÖÚʟĝïʟ�ĹûĕÚ·ʟ·ĖÖʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʟ
ûĖʟÏĝĹÖÚĹʟ·ĹÚ·Ľʫ˓ʦ�ĽʦûĖʦ·ďďʦĽŊÐ÷ʦûĖĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦŊĖÖÚĹʦArticle 208, Part 2, 
RCC. Dolhopolov faces a possible 15 years in prison.
dďÚČĽûûʦTťĽÚďťĝŞʦûĽʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦÐ·ĶŅ·ûĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĖ·Ş·ďʦŞÚĽĽÚďʦ�ď·ŞŊŅťÐ÷ʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĖĖÚŤ-
·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦ÷ÚʦĕĝŞÚÖʦŅĝʦAÚĖûÐ÷ÚĽČʬʦT÷ÚĹĽĝĖʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĽʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅďťʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĝÐ-
ÐŊĶ·ŅûĝĖʫʦEĖʦRŊďťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦdetainedʦÏťʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦď·ş˂ÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ·ČÚĖʦŅĝʦ�ûĕ-
ïÚĹĝĶĝďʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʬʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʉʊʏʬʦTťĽÚďťĝŞʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĶĹĝŞûÖûĖðʦ
foodstuffs to other members of the battalion and getting them ready for the maritime blockade 
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ}ÚĖûĖĽŊď·ʫʦ�÷ûĽʦĕ·ĹûŅûĕÚʦÏďĝÐČ·ÖÚʦûĽʬʦŅĝʦĶŊŅʦûŅʦĕûďÖďťʬʦ·ʦÖŊÏûĝŊĽʦÐĝĖÐÚĶŅʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦÏťʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ˒şûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽ˓ʭʦ ÐĹĝĽĽûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŭĝŞʦ�Ú·ʦĝĖʦ·ʦűĽ÷ûĖðʦÏĝ·Ņʦ Ņ÷ÚĖʦ

https://memopzk.org/figurant/osmanov-rustem-sejtbukirovich/
https://crimeahrg.org/ru/krymskogo-tatarina-osudili-na-5-let-kolonii-obviniv-v-uchastii-v-krymskotatarskom-batalone/
https://crimeahrg.org/ru/krymskogo-tatarina-rustema-gugurika-prigovorili-k-85-godam-kolonii-yakoby-za-uchastie-v-krymskotatarskom-batalone/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/gugurik-rustem-sejdalievich/
https://crimeahrg.org/ru/eshhe-odnogo-krymskogo-tatarina-prigovorili-k-6-godam-kolonii-yakoby-za-uchastie-v-krymskotatarskom-batalone/
https://crimeahrg.org/ru/krymskij-sud-arestoval-eshhe-odnogo-zhitelya-hersonshhiny-po-obvineniyu-v-uchastii-v-krymskotatarskom-batalone/
https://graty.me/news/v-genicheske-zaderzhali-byvshego-kapitana-ukrainskih-vms-v-krymu-ego-arestovali-po-obvineniyu-v-prichastnosti-k-krymskotatarskomu-otryadu-imeni-nomana-chelebidzhihana/
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ĽÚŅŅûĖðʦŊĶʦÏ·ĹĹûÚĹĽʦĕ·ÖÚʦïĹĝĕʦĕÚŅ·ďʦ÷·şĽÚĹĽʦĝĖʦĹ·ïŅĽʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŅĹ·ûŅʦĝïʦTÚĹÐ÷ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦşĝŊďÖʦÏÚ-
ÐĝĕÚʦÚĖŅ·ĖðďÚÖʦûĖʦĽ÷ûĶĽ˓ʦĶĹĝĶÚďďÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ŊĽʦÏďĝÐČ·ÖÚʦĽ÷ûĶĶûĖðʫʦTťĽÚďťĝŞʦÖÚĖûÚĽʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐÐŊĽ·-
ŅûĝĖĽʬʦŅ·ďČûĖðʦĝïʦÏÚ·ŅûĖðĽʦ·ĖÖʦÚďÚÐŅĹûÐʦĽ÷ĝÐČʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʫʦAÚʦ·ĽĽÚĹŅĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ÚʦČĖĝşĽʦĖĝŅ÷ûĖðʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦşÚ·ĶĝĖĽʬʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦĝĹʦĝÏĉÚÐŅûŞÚĽʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�÷ÚďÚÏûÖŭ÷ûČ÷·Ėʦ�·ŅŅ·ďûĝĖʫʦ WÚĖŊĹʦ EĽďť·ĕĝŞʦ·ďĽĝʦ
ÖÚĖûÚĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦTťĽÚďťĝŞʦ÷·ĽʦŅ·ČÚĖʦĶ·ĹŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ŅŅ·ďûĝĖ˓Ľʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʫ
�ďďʦûĖʦ·ďďʬʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦşÚĹÚʦĖĝʦïÚşÚĹʦŅ÷·ĖʦʊʍʦČĖĝşĖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦ·Ð-
cusations of belonging to the Chelebidzhikhan Battalion. 

Hizb ut-Tahrir al-Islami
We shall not dwell at length here on prosecutions for allegedly belonging to the internation-
·ďʦ ĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶ·ĹŅťʬʦAûŭÏʦŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʦ·ď˂EĽď·ĕûʫʦ�÷ûĽʦ ŅĝĶûÐʦ ûĽʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅʬʦ ïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕ-
ĶďÚʬʦĝïʦ3.9.2 Prosecution in cases of belonging to Hizb ut-Tahrir. This section would be incom-
ĶďÚŅÚʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦûïʦûŅʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖÚÖʦ·Ņʦ·ďďʦûĖʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹûĖðʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦ
It is important that an accusation of participation in the activities of a terrorist organisation 
(Article 205.5 RCC) effectively boils down to proving the connection of the accused to Hizb ut-
�·÷ĹûĹʭʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚťʦĶĝĽĽÚĽĽÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦďûŅÚĹ·ŅŊĹÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦĶ·ĹŅťʬʦÖûĽÐŊĽĽÚÖʦûŅĽʦûÖÚ·Ľʦ·ĖÖʦ÷·ŞÚʦ
ŅĝďÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦďĝÐ·ďʦ]ŊĽďûĕĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚĕʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦş·ťʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦûĽʦĖĝʦĖÚÚÖʦŅĝʦÚŞÚĖʦĶĹĝŞÚʦ·ĖʦûĖŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦ
to carry out a terrorist act or to take part in terrorist activity in some other way for someone 
ŅĝʦÏÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦĝïʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʫʦEŅʦûĽʦĽŊïűÐûÚĖŅʦïĝĹʦĽĝĕÚĝĖÚʦŅĝʦÏÚʦ·ʦ]ŊĽďûĕʦïĝĹʦď·şʦÚĖ-
ïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦŅĝʦ÷·ŞÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĶĶĝĹŅŊĖûŅťʦŅĝʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚʦŅ÷ÚĕʦĝïʦÏÚďĝĖðûĖðʦŅĝʦAûŭÏʦŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʫ
EĖʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦ·Ėʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖ·ďʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʦĝïʦĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʦ·ʦŞûĝďÚĖŅʦĽÚûŭŊĹÚʦĝïʦĶĝşÚĹʦˈArticle 278ʬʦ
in conjunction with Article 30, Part 1, RCC) was arbitrarily added to the accusation under Arti-
cle 205.5 RCCʬʦÚĽĽÚĖŅû·ďďťʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʦ·ĽʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ûĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʫ
EĖʦĽŊĕʬʦ·ÐÐŊĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦÏÚďĝĖðûĖðʦŅĝʦAûŭÏʦŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÐĝĕÚʦ·ʦČÚťʦûĖĽŅĹŊĕÚĖŅʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅĽʦ
ĝïʦĶŊĖûŅûŞÚʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ�·Ņ·ĹĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÏÚð·ĖʦĽĝĝĖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĖĖÚŤ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦ
 ŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷ûĽʦŅûĕÚʬʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʒʒʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÐŅûĕĽʦĝïʦŊĖď·şïŊďʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦ
of such accusations. The list of political prisoners list of the ‘Political Prisoners. Memori-
·ď˓ʦ }ĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ ÐŊĹĹÚĖŅďťʦ ûĖÐďŊÖÚĽʦ ʑʎʦ ĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦ ĝïʦ �ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦ ĉ·ûďÚÖʦ ïĝĹʦ ·ďďÚðÚÖʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽ÷ûĶʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦ
Muslim organisation.
�Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ľ·ĕÚʦ ŅûĕÚʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ ·ďďÚðÚÖʦ ĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦ ĝïʦ AûŭÏʦ ŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʦ ûĖʦ �ĹûĕÚ·ʦ ĽŅ·ĖÖĽʦ
out not just in terms of the high numbers involved. A substantial proportion of those who have 
fallen between the millstones of the Russian security agencies in recent years are linked 
Ņĝʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦûĖʦĝĖÚʦş·ťʦĝĹʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʬʦĶĹûĕ·ĹûďťʬʦŅĝʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ�ĝďûÖ·ĹûŅťʬʦ·ʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦ
NGO that supports victims of repression. People who offered information support to the vic-
ŅûĕĽʦĝïʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦ·ĹĹ·ĖðÚÖʦÖÚďûŞÚĹûÚĽʦŅĝʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ÚďĶʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦï·ĕûďûÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚðŊď·Ĺďťʦ
ŞûĽûŅÚÖʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦŅĹû·ďĽʬʦ÷·ŞÚʦïĝŊĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʦÏÚ÷ûĖÖʦÏ·ĹĽʫʦ
EĖʦĕĝĽŅʦûĖĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʦĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽ÷ûĶʦĝïʦAûŭÏʦŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʬʦşÚʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦČĖĝşʦş÷ÚŅ÷-
er the person was connected to the organisation’s activities in any way at all. Something else 
ûĽʦĝÏŞûĝŊĽʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʭʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐĝĖŞÚĖûÚĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦ·ďĹÚ·Öťʦï·ĕûďû·Ĺʦ·ÐÐŊĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÐĝĕÚʦ·ĖʦûĖĽŅĹŊĕÚĖŅʦ
ïĝĹʦĽŊĶĶĹÚĽĽûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĽĝďûÖ·ĹûŅťʦ·ĖÖʦÐûŞûÐʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦ·ĖÖʬʦ·ÏĝŞÚʦ·ďďʬʦ
of the Crimean Tatars. 



116

Administrative law prosecutions and other pressure 
There has been no let-up in various types of administrative pressure in Crimea either. At the be-
ðûĖĖûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦťÚ·ĹʬʦŞ·ĹûĝŊĽʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĝÖÚʦĝïʦ�ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦdïïÚĖÐÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦŊĽÚÖʫʦ
AĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ûĖʦûŅʦş·ĽʦĶĹĝŞûĽûĝĖĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʦ·ĽĽÚĕÏďťʦŅ÷·ŅʦşÚĹÚʦ·ĶĶďûÚÖʫʦ
dĖʦ ʊʒʦ R·ĖŊ·ĹťʬʦŵûÖÚĹʟ:ÚĕÚÖŭ÷û and Eskender Saliev were found guilty of organising a mass 
gathering of citizens leading to a breach of public order (Article 20.2.2, Part 1, RCAO). They 
şÚĹÚʦűĖÚÖʦʊʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ
dĖʦʊʑʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʬʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦwere drawn up under the same article (Article 20.2.2, Part 1, RCAO) 
regarding 15 people detained near the court building during the trial of activist Edem Dudakov. 
�÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦÖ·ťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʦûĕĶĝĽÚÖʦĉ·ûďʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦűĖÚĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦď·şʫʦ
EĖʦ ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ �·Č÷Ð÷ûĽ·Ĺ·ťĽČťʦ ÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ űĖÚÖ Edem Dudakovʬʦ ·Ėʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÖÚďÚð·ŅÚʦ
Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ĝĖðĹÚĽĽʦ ˈ�ŊĹŊďŅ·ťˉʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ �·Ņ·ĹĽʬʦ ïĝĹʦ ÖûĽĶď·ťûĖðʦ ^·ŭûʦ ĽťĕÏĝďĽʦ ˈArticle 
20.3 RCAOˉʫʦ �÷Úʦ ĶĹÚŅÚŤŅʦş·Ľʦ ·ʦ Ð·ĹûÐ·ŅŊĹÚʦ ŊÖ·ČĝŞʦ ÷·Öʦ ĶĝĽŅÚÖʦ ĝĖʦ 9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʫʦ }ĹûĝĹʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ûĽʬʦ
ĝĖʦʊʐʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ ŊÖ·ČĝŞ˓Ľʦ÷ĝĕÚʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÚďÚÐŅĹĝĖûÐʦÖÚŞûÐÚĽʦĝïʦ·ďďʦï·ĕûďťʦĕÚĕ-
ÏÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĖűĽÐ·ŅÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦ ŊÖ·ČĝŞʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʫʦ̂ ĝʦď·şťÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶÚĹĕûŅŅÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ŅŅÚĖÖʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʫʦdĖʊʑʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ ŊÖ·ČĝŞʦş·Ľʦĉ·ûďÚÖʦïĝĹʦʊʉʦÖ·ťĽʦïĝĹʦûĖÐûŅûĖðʦûĖŅÚĹÚŅ÷ĖûÐʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦˈArti-
cle 20.3.1 RCAO) and for a Facebook post about ‘jingoists’ published back in 2017.
�ïŅÚĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ·Ĺĕť˓Ľʦ ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦ ĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʦ ÚĕÏ·ĹČÚÖʦĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦĕ·ĽĽʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦĖÚşʬʦ
unlawful legislation.
�ĽʦÚ·Ĺďťʦ·Ľʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦ
forces (Article 20.3.3, Part 1, RCAOˉʫʦdĖʦʐʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʦűĖÚÖʦ·ʦ«·ďŅ·ʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦʎʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊ-
ÏďÚĽʬʦŅşĝʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦ�ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝďʦʌʎʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦ9ÚĝÖĝĽû·ʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ
�ďĽĝʬʦ·ʦşĝĕ·ĖʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦ�ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝďʦwas űĖÚÖʦʌʎʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦĝĖʦʊʊʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʫʦ�ĽʦşÚďďʦ·Ľʦ·ʦÏŊĖÐ÷ʦ
ĝïʦ ŲĝşÚĹĽʬʦ Ľ÷Úʦ ÷·Öʦ Ķď·ÐÚÖʦ ·ʦ Ð·ĹÖÏĝ·ĹÖʦ ĽûðĖʦ Ľ·ťûĖðʦ ˒^ĝʦ Ņĝʦş·Ĺ˓ʦ ·Ņʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĕĝĖŊĕÚĖŅʦ Ņĝʦ �·Ĺ·Ľʦ
�÷ÚŞÐ÷ÚĖČĝʫʦdĖʦʊʎʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ�ÚŞ·ĽŅĝĶĝď˓ĽʦWÚĖûĖĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦűĖÚÖ �ʤʠŵĽďť·ĕĝŞʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ
for a one-person protest and poster. On 16 March another two people were űĖÚÖʦʎʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊ-
ÏďÚĽʦÚ·Ð÷ʦûĖʦ�ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝďʫʦdĖʦʊʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦSergei Akimov was űĖÚÖʦʌʎʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦÏťʦ�ûĕ-
feropol’s Tsentralnyy district court for a poster with the word ‘War’ crossed out that he had stuck 
on his car. 
dĖʦʋʍʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚĖŅĹ·ďʦ$ďÚÐŅĝĹ·ďʦ�ĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĹŊďŅ·ťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ
�·Ņ·Ĺʦ}ÚĝĶďÚʬʦZair Smedlya was detainedʦïĝĹʦʍʑʦ÷ĝŊĹĽʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦTĹ·ĽĖĝðŞ·ĹÖÚûĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ
for displaying banned symbols (Article 20.3, Part 1, RCAOˉʦ·ĖÖʦűĖÚÖʦʍʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦÖûĽ-
crediting the Russian armed forces (Article 20.3.3, Part 1, RCAO).
The prosecution of people with anti-war views continued throughout the year. 
dĖʦʌʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ9ÚĝÖĝĽû·ʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦűĖÚÖ ŵĖ·ĽŅ·Ľû·ʟTĝŅĝŞ·ʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖ-
iting Russian troops (Article 20.3.3, Part 1, RCAOˉʦ ïĝĹʦ·ʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦĶĝĽŅʦ ûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĽ÷ÚʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦ
the war a war and attached work by photo-artist Volya.
dĖʦʊʎʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦWÚĖûĖĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦűĖÚÖʦ·ĖʦŊĖĖ·ĕÚÖʦĕ·ĖʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅ-
ing the armed forces (Article 20.3.3, Part 1, RCAO) for publicly accusing a Russian serviceman 
at a food shop of murdering women and children in Ukraine.
dĖʦʊʍʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ«·ďŅ·ʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦgave 67-year-old ŵĽûÚʟ�÷·ĶŊČ÷ʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦűĖÚĽʦ·ŅʦĝĖÐÚʦŅĝŅ·ďďûĖðʦ

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/01/19/sud-v-simferopole-oshtrafoval-dvoih-krymskih-tatar-kotoryh-ranee-priznali
https://investigator.org.ua/ru/news-2/239800/
https://crimean-solidarity.org/news/2022/03/15/edema-dudakova-oshtrafovali-na--rublej-za-demonstraciyu-simvoliki-kotoruyu-on-kritikoval--2023
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3002238017421470375
https://crimean-process.org/35-tysyach-shtrafa-za-plakat-net-vojne/
leninskiy.sev.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=press_dep&op=1&did=272
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3008297033189986396
https://ru.krymr.com/a/news-akimov-shtraf-diskreditatsyya-rossiya-armiya/31781156.html
https://ru.krymr.com/a/zair-smedlya-obysk-sud-prigovor-shtraf/31769874.html
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3131558056071034612
leninskiy.krm.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=press_dep&op=1&did=1284
https://graty.me/news/sud-v-krymu-trizhdy-za-den-oshtrafoval-krymskotatarskuyu-pensionerku-za-diskreditacziyu-armii-i-huliganstvo-iz-za-postov-v-fejsbuke/
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ʏʊʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦĶĝĽŅĽʦĝĖʦ9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʭʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĕťʦˈArticle 20.3.3, 
Part 1, RCAOˉʬʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦï·ûďŊĹÚʦŅĝʦĹÚĽĶÚÐŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦˈArticle 20.1, Part 3, RCAO) 
·ĖÖʦʊʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĶĝĽŅʦÖûĽĶď·ťûĖðʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŭĝŞʦ�·ŅŅ·ďûĝĖʦ̍ Article 20.3, Part 1, RCAO).
�ÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦÐĝĖűĖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚşʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĝÖÚʦĝïʦ�ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·-
ŅûŞÚʦdïïÚĖÐÚĽʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶťûĖðʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦÖÚÐûÖÚÖʦŅĝʦpull down an au-
to-repair shop which refused to repair a military lorry marked with a letter Z.
There was also a series of cases linked to Ukrainian songs.
EĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦWÚĖûĖĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦűĖÚÖ Dmitry Gainaʦʎʉʬĉ·ʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ĺĕťʦ
(Article 20.3.3, Part 1, RCAOˉʦ ·ïŅÚĹʦ ÷Úʦ ÷·Öʦ ÏÚÚĖʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ÚʦTĹ·Ïʦ Č·Ĺ·ĝČÚʦ Ï·Ĺʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽÚŅŅďÚĕÚĖŅʦ
ĝïʦ�÷Ð÷ÚďČûĖĝʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĽČÚÖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝĖðʦ ûČĝťÚʦ}ĝďťÚʦÏťʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĹ·ĶĶÚĹʦ«��]�TʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĶď·ťÚÖʫʦ
 RʦOleg Radionov,ʦş÷ĝʦĶď·ťÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝĖðʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦş·Ľʦ·ÐÐĝĕĶ·ĖûÚÖʦĝĖʦĽÐĹÚÚĖʦÏťʦ�ŭĝŞʦ�ÚðûĕÚĖŅʦ
ĽťĕÏĝďĽʬʦş·ĽʦðûŞÚĖʦ·ʦʊʉ˂Ö·ťʦĉ·ûďʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦïĝĹʦÖûĽĶď·ťûĖðʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʦˈArticle 20.3, Part 
1 RCAO).
dĖʦʊʎʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ·ʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced vocational schoolteacher Andrei Belozerov to 13 days be-
hind bars. He had played the Ukrainian song Bayraktar in lessons. He was found guilty of dis-
playing Nazi or extremist symbols (Article 20.3 RCAO) and of discrediting the Russian army 
(Article 20.3.3 RCAO). Belozerov had previously been dismissed from the vocational school af-
ter a complaint by students. On 28 October Belozerov was again detained and jailed for 14 days 
Ïťʦ�ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝď˓Ľʦ�ĽÚĖŅĹ·ďĖťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʬʦ·ð·ûĖʦïĝĹʦÖûĽĶď·ťûĖðʦ^·ŭûʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʦˈArticle 20.3 RCAO) 
ĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĶĝĽŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝĖðʦ�÷ÚĹŞĝĖ·ʦT·ďťĖ·ʦ̍ �ÚÖʦ¤ûÏŊĹĖŊĕˉʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦ
social media site.
TûĹĝŞĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦűĖÚÖ ¤·ďÚĖŅûĖʟTĝĕ·ĽĽ·ĹÚĖČĝʦʍʎʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦûĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦïĝĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅ-
ing the Russian army on the grounds that he had listened to the same song in his own car (Ar-
ticle 20.3.3, Part 1, RCAO).
�÷ÚĹŞĝĖ·ʦT·ďťĖ·ʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦÏÚ÷ûĖÖʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦŅşĝʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦď·şʦÐ·ĽÚĽʫ
�Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÏÚðûĖĖûĖðʦ ĝïʦ dÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ ·ʦ űĖ·ďûĽŅʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ]ĹĽʦ �ĹûĕÚ·ʦ ʋʉʋʋʦ ÐĝĕĶÚŅûŅûĝĖʬʦOlga Valeevaʬʦ
·ĖÖʦ÷ÚĹʦïĹûÚĖÖʬʦViktoria Amargalieva were accused of discrediting the army (Article 20.3.3, Part 
1, RCAO) and of displaying Nazi symbols (Article 20.3 RCAO). They were forced to apologise 
ĝĖʦÐ·ĕÚĹ·ʦïĝĹʦĶĝĽŅûĖðʦĽŅĝĹûÚĽʦĝĖʦEĖĽŅ·ðĹ·ĕʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝĖðʦş·ĽʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕÚÖʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦűĖÚÖʦ
¤·ďÚÚŞ·ʦʍʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ�ĕ·Ĺð·ďûÚŞ·ʦŅĝʦʊʉʦÖ·ťĽʦÏÚ÷ûĖÖʦÏ·ĹĽʫʦ
dĖÚʦĕĝĖŅ÷ʦ Ú·ĹďûÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽĝĖðʦ ÷·Öʦ ÏÚÚĖʦ ÷Ú·ĹÖʦ ·Ņʦ ·ʦşÚÖÖûĖðʫʦ �÷Úʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ imposed detentions 
·ĖÖʦűĖÚĽʦĝĖʦĽûŤʦĝïʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦŅ·ČûĖðʦĶ·ĹŅʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦïĝŊĖÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝĖðʦ�÷ÚĹŞĝĖ·ʦT·ďťĖ·ʦ˒is an at-
ŅĹûÏŊŅÚʟ ˁ·ʟş·Ĺʟ ĽĝĖð˂ʟ ŊĽÚÖʟ Ïťʟ Ņ÷ÚʟdĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟ ĝïʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʟ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďûĽŅĽʟ ˁd�^˂ʥʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟ
ĝïʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟ÷·ŞÚʟÏÚÚĖʟĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʟ·ĽʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟ·ĖÖʟÏ·ĖĖÚÖʟĝĖʟŅ÷ÚʟŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʤ̩ ʟ
�÷ÚʟÐĝŊĹŅʟÖÚÚĕÚÖʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ÚʟşĝĹÖĽʟˋïĹÚÚʟÏĹĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖĽʟïĹĝĕʟ]ĝĽÐĝşˌĽʟĽ÷·ÐČďÚĽ’ discredited 
the Russian army. 
]·ĖťʦĝïʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĝĹʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦŅĝʦĹÚĶÚĖŅʬʦ
·ĶĝďĝðûĽÚʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÚŤĶĹÚĽĽʦ ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦ ïĝĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ·Ĺĕťʦ ĝĖʦ Ð·ĕÚĹ·ʫʦ 9ĝĹʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦ
of Internal Affairs for the Republic of Crimea put up a video showing the apologies of a resident 
ĝïʦ$ŞĶ·ŅĝĹû·ʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦűĖÚÖʦʌʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦ
forces in comments made during a video chatroom conversation (Article 20.3.3, Part 1, RCAO).

https://zona.media/news/2022/06/19/crimea
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3119869746617987455
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3140913691223945641
https://t.me/ovdinfolive/16146
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3207490571179505573
https://www.24live.co/live/Usumo?n=3154423769130365331
https://www.24liveblog.com/live/Usumo?n=3154423769130365331
https://www.24liveblog.com/live/Usumo?n=3135051046102005519
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Prosecutions of human rights activists, lawyers and jour-
nalists 
�÷Úʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ ĝïʦ ÷Ŋĕ·Ėʦ Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʬʦ ď·şťÚĹĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ ÏÚÚĖʦ Ķ·ĹŅʦ
of Crimea’s reality since annexation deserve separate mention.
RĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦDenis Tishin was arrested in Dzhankoi on 27 February as he prepared material about 
Ņ÷Úʦ ĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖʦ ûĖʦ �ĹûĕÚ·ʦ ûĖʦ ÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ş·Ĺʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ �ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ �Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶĝďûÐÚʦ ĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ
÷ÚʦÚĖÐĝŊĖŅÚĹÚÖʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦ9��ʦ·ðÚĖŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝĕÚĝĖÚʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦĶĹûŞ·ŅÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÐĝĕĶ·Ėťʦ
ş÷ĝʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦ ûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʫʦ�÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦĕ·ÖÚʦ ŅĝʦĹ·ĶÚʦ�ûĽ÷ûĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÏĝŅŅďÚʫʦ�ďŅûĕ·ŅÚďťʬʦ
he was released without a report being drawn up and without any explanation. 
�÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚʦĝïʦ·ʦŞÚŅÚĹ·ĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ�·Ņ·ĹʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʬʦAbdureshit DzhepparovʬʦûĖʦ�ÚďĝðĝĹĽČʦ
was searchedʦ ĝĖʦ ʊʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʫʦ �÷Úʦ Ľ·ĕÚʦ Ö·ťʬʦ �ÚďĝðĝĹĽČťʦ ÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ ĉ·ûďÚÖʦ ÷ûĕʦ ïĝĹʦ ʊʎʦ Ö·ťĽʦ
for publishing Nazi or extremist symbols (Article 20.3, Part 1 RCAO) because of a video posted 
ĝĖʦ9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʦûĖʦʋʉʊʒʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÐĝĕĶ·ĹÚÖʦ·ʦ�ĝŞûÚŅʦĕ·ĹÐ÷ʦŅĝʦ·ʦ^·ŭûʦĝĖÚʫʦ
EĖʦ]·ťʬʦïĝŊĹʦď·şťÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦĽûĕŊďŅ·ĖÚĝŊĽďťʦĝĖʦï·ÏĹûÐ·ŅÚÖʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʫ
dĖʦʋʏʦ]·ťʬʦ�ûĕïÚĹĝĶĝď˓ĽʦTťûŞĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦimposedʦ·ʦűĖÚʦĝïʦʐʎʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦĝĖʦEdem Se-
medlyaev for discrediting the Russian army (Article 20.3.3, Part 2, RCAOˉʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·Ĺð-
es were brought because of a publication on Facebook that was posted by someone else. Se-
medlyaev was merely tagged in it. 
dĖʦʋʐʦ]·ťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced ̂ ǳŭûĕʟ�÷ǽûČ÷ĕ·ĕÏÚŅĝŞʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚÖʦ�ÚĕÚÖďť·ÚŞʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚ-
ŞûĝŊĽʦÖ·ťʬʦ ŅĝʦÚûð÷ŅʦÖ·ťĽʦ ûĖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĕÚŅʬʦ ď·şťÚĹĽʦAider Azamatov 
and Emine Avamilevaʬʦ şÚĹÚʦdetained. They were meant to be defending Sheikhmambetov. 
�÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦÖ·ťʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦŅ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦÚûð÷Ņʦ·ĖÖʦűŞÚʦÖ·ťĽʦûĖʦĉ·ûďʦĹÚĽĶÚÐŅûŞÚďťʫʦ
All three were found guilty of organising a gathering of citizens which led to a violation of public 
order (Article 20.2.2, Part 1, RCAO). The events of October 2021 served as a pretext. The lawyers 
had represented the interests of those arrested outside the Crimean Garrison Court on 25 Oc-
ŅĝÏÚĹʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ·ʦĽÚĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ]ûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦ�ĶĶÚ·ďʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ·Ņʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦ
ûĖʦ·ʦAûŭÏʦŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦÏÚûĖðʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďÚÖʬʦş·ĽʦÏÚûĖðʦÏĹĝ·ÖÐ·ĽŅʫʦ�ĽʦŅ÷ÚťʦďÚïŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʦ
·ŅʦĖûð÷ŅʬʦŅ÷Úťʦð·ŞÚʦ·ĖʦûĖŅÚĹŞûÚşʦŅĝʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʫʦEŅʦş·ĽʦŅ÷ûĽʦĖûð÷Ņ˂ŅûĕÚʦÐĝĖŞÚĹĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĽĶÚÐûűÐ·ďďťʦ
that the authorities considered to be an administrative offence. 
dĖʦʊʎʦRŊďťʬʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦď·şťÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦdisbarred. The decision was taken by the Bar Association 
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʬʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʫʦLilya HemedzhyʬʦNazim Sheikhmambetov 
and �ŊĽŅÚĕʟTť·ĕûďÚŞʦşÚĹÚʦÖûĽÏ·ĹĹÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚĕ·ĖÖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦRŊĽŅûÐÚʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖʦ�Ú-
ĶŊÏďûÐʬʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕÚďťʦĹ·ĹÚʦÚŞÚĖŅʦĽûĖÐÚʦÖûĽÏ·ĹĕÚĖŅʦŊĽŊ·ďďťʦĝÐÐŊĹĽʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦ·ʦÐďûÚĖŅ˓ĽʦÐĝĕĶď·ûĖŅʫʦ
]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦĖĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦď·şťÚĹĽʦş·ĽʦûĖïĝĹĕÚÖʦûĖʦðĝĝÖʦŅûĕÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĸŊ·ďûűÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦÐĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖʦ
ş·ĽʦĽûŅŅûĖðʫʦ�÷ÚťʦďÚ·ĹĖŅʦĝïʦûŅĽʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦĝĖďťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŞÚĖŅʫʦ�ďďʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦ÷·Öʬʦ·ĕĝĖðʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ûĖðĽʬʦ
defended Crimean citizens accused of belonging to Hizb ut-Tahrir. They link their disbarment 
to their work as lawyers in Crimea since they have come under pressure many times since 2014.
�÷ÚĽÚʦ ·ĹÚʦ ĝĖďťʦ ĽĝĕÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ÐŅĽʦ ĝïʦ ĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ �ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ ÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʬʦ ïĝĹʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦ Ķ·ĹŅʦ
�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ�·Ņ·ĹĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ·ĹÚʦČĖĝşĖʦŅĝʦŊĽʫ

https://twitter.com/mistyhalls/status/1498274598277857280
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/03/16/v-krymu-prohodit-obysk-u-veterana-krymskotatarskogo-nacionalnogo-dvizheniya
https://crimean-solidarity.org/news/2022/05/26/v-krymu-advokata-edema-semedlyaeva-oshtrafovali-na--tysyach-rublej-za-diskreditaciyu-vojsk-rf-2164
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/27/krymskogo-advokata-arestovali-na-vosem-sutok-za-kommentarii-zhurnalistam
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/28/sud-v-simferopole-arestoval-eshche-dvoih-advokatov-zashchishchayushchih
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/04/troih-krymskih-pravozashchitnikov-lishili-advokatskogo-statusa


119

3.2. Prosecutions of Aleksei Navalny 
and his supporters 
�ďÚČĽÚûʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦûĽʦ·ʦĶĝĶŊď·ĹʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·Ėʬʦ·ʦď·şťÚĹʬʦ·ʦÖĹûŞûĖðʦïĝĹÐÚʦÏÚ÷ûĖÖʦ·ĖŅû˂ÐĝĹĹŊĶ-
tion investigations and a blogger. He began to gain popularity in 2009-2010 when he published 
÷ûĽʦĝşĖʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖĽʦ ûĖŅĝʦ Ņ÷ÚïŅʦ·Ņʦ¤��ʦ�·ĖČʦ·ĖÖʦ�Ĺ·ĖĽĖÚïŅʫʦAÚʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝĽ}ûďʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʬʦ
ÖÚÖûÐ·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦÐĝĕÏ·ŅûĖðʦ·ÏŊĽÚĽʦûĖʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦĶĹĝÐŊĹÚĕÚĖŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦşÚĖŅʦĝĖʦŅĝʦïĝŊĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĖŅû˂�ĝĹĹŊĶ-
tion Foundation (ACF). In 2013 he ran in the elections for Moscow mayor and came second. Also 
Ņ÷·ŅʦťÚ·Ĺʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦTûĹĝŞďÚĽʦˌTûĹĝŞʦ9ĝĹÚĽŅĹťˍʦÐ·ĽÚʦ
(there are further examples of prosecutions against Navalny on the website of the ‘Political 
Prisoners. Memorial’ Projectˉʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦş·ĽʦŅ·ČÚĖʦûĖŅĝʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʬʦĕ·ĖťʦŅ÷ĝŊĽ·ĖÖĽʦ·ŅŅÚĖÖÚÖʦ
a protest rally in Moscow. The next day Navalny was released pending an appeal. His actual 
sentence was subsequently replaced by a suspended sentence. 
dĖʦʌʉʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʊʍʬʦÏĹĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʦ·ĖÖʦdďÚðʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦşÚĹÚʦïĝŊĖÖʦðŊûďŅťʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ«ŞÚĽʦ�ĝÐ÷ÚĹʦ
case. Aleksei was given a three-and-a-half-year suspended sentence and a probation period 
ĝïʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦş÷ûďÚʦdďÚðʦş·Ľʦĉ·ûďÚÖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ÷·ďïʦťÚ·ĹĽʫ
The European Court of Human Rights has recognised that the sentence was passed in violation 
of the right to a fair trial. Russia paid Navalny damages but the sentence was not repealed. 

The Yves Rocher Case 
The Ð·ĽÚʟş·Ľ brought in  ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʟʄʂʃʄʠïĝĹ ïĹ·ŊÖʟĝĖ a Ķ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺďťʟď·ĹðÚʟĽÐ·ďÚʟˁArticle 
ʃʇʋʥʟ}·ĹŅʟʆʥʟ���˂ʟ·ĖÖ ĕĝĖÚťʟď·ŊĖÖÚĹûĖðʟˁ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʃʉʆʤʃʥʟ}·ĹŅʟʄʥʟ���˂ʤʟ�÷Ú ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʟşÚĹÚʟ
ÏĹĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʥʟ�ďÚČĽÚûʟ·ĖÖ dďÚðʟ^·Ş·ďĖťʤʟ
dďÚðʟ^·Ş·ďĖťʥʟş÷ĝ şĝĹČÚÖʟïĝĹ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ}ĝĽŅʟ˅}ĝÐ÷Ņ·ʟ�ĝĽĽûûˆʟ·Ņ the ŅûĕÚʥʟş·Ľ ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʟ
of ĶÚĹĽŊ·ÖûĖðʟŅ÷Ú «ŞÚĽʟ�ĝÐ÷ÚĹʟ¤ĝĽŅĝČʟďûĕûŅÚÖʟďû·ÏûďûŅťʟÐĝĕĶ·ĖťʥʟÐďûÚĖŅĽʟĝï �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ}ĝĽŅʥʟ
to use his ĝşĖ ĶĹûŞ·ŅÚʟÐĝĕĶ·ĖťʥʟŅ÷Ú :ď·ŞĶĝÖĶûĽČ·ʟďûĕûŅÚÖʟďû·ÏûďûŅťʟÐĝĕĶ·Ėťʟ˅:ď·ŞĖĝÚʟ}ĝÖ-
ĶûĽĖĝÚʟ�ðÚĖŅĽŞĝˆʥʟŅĝ ÖÚďûŞÚĹʟðĝĝÖĽʟïĹĝĕʟ· ş·ĹÚ÷ĝŊĽÚʟûĖ «·ĹĝĽď·ŞďʟŅĝ ]ĝĽÐĝşʟûĖ ʄʂʂʊʥʟĽûĖÐÚʟ
�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ}ĝĽŅˌĽ ďĝÐ·ďʟÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ʟÐĝŊďÖʟĖĝŅ ÷·ĖÖďÚʟŅ÷Ú Ųĝşʟĝï ðĝĝÖĽʤʟdŞÚĹʟïĝŊĹʟ·ĖÖ a half years, 
«ŞÚĽʟ�ĝÐ÷ÚĹʟ¤ĝĽŅĝČʟĶ·ûÖʟ:ď·ŞĶĝÖĶûĽČ·ʟ·ĹĝŊĖÖʟʇʇʤʄ ĕûďďûĝĖʟĹĝŊÏďÚĽʤʟ:ď·ŞĶĝÖĶûĽČ·ʟûĖ turn 
ÐĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖÚÖʟŅĹ·ĖĽĶĝĹŅʟĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʟïĹĝĕʟ· ĽŊÏÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅĝĹʥʟŅ÷Ú �¤�d��:�ʟďûĕûŅÚÖʟďû·ÏûďûŅťʟ
ÐĝĕĶ·Ėťʥʟ·ĖÖ Ķ·ûÖʟûŅ ·ĹĝŊĖÖʟʅʃʤʈ million roubles. The ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʟĹÚð·ĹÖÚÖʟŅ÷Ú ÖûïïÚĹÚĖÐÚʟ
ÏÚŅşÚÚĖʟŅ÷Ú Ņşĝ sums not as ďÚðûŅûĕ·ŅÚʟÏŊĽûĖÚĽĽʟĶĹĝűŅĽʟÏŊŅ as ĽŅĝďÚĖʟĕĝĖÚťʤʠ
In ʄʂʃʅʥʟ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʟûĖĉŊĹÚÖʟĶ·ĹŅťʟ·ĶĶÚ·ĹÚÖʟûĖ the Ð·ĽÚʠʾʟŅ÷Ú Multipurpose Payment Pro-
ÐÚĽĽĝĹʟďûĕûŅÚÖʟďû·ÏûďûŅťʟÐĝĕĶ·Ėťʟ˅]ĖĝðĝĶĹĝűďĖ·ť·ʟ}ĹĝŅĽÚĽĽûĖðĝŞ·ť·ʟTĝĕĶ·Ėûť·ʥʟ
MPK]. The ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʟĽ·ûÖʟŅ÷·Ņʟ:ď·ŞĶĝÖĶûĽČ·ʟ÷·Ö ‘stolen’ 3.8 million roubles from 
MPK in the same manner. 
�ûĖÐÚʟ:ď·ŞĶĝÖĶûĽČ·ˌĽ ĕ·ûĖʟïĝŊĖÖÚĹʟş·Ľ the �ťĶĹûĝŅʟĝïïĽ÷ĝĹÚʟÐĝĕĶ·Ėťʥʟ�ďŅĝĹ·ðʟ]·Ė·ðÚ-
ĕÚĖŅʟWûĕûŅÚÖʥʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟÏÚďĝĖðÚÖʟŅĝ �ďÚČĽÚûʟ^·Ş·ďĖťʥʟ÷ûĽ ûĖŞĝďŞÚĕÚĖŅʟûĖ the ïĹ·ŊÖʟş·Ľ ÚŞû-
ÖÚĖŅʥʟ·Ľ the ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹʟĽ·ş ûŅʤʠ
:ď·ŞĶĝÖĶûĽČ·ʟŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʟʄʃ million roubles of the ‘stolen’ money to the ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʟĝï the Ko-
Ïť·ČĝŞĽČ·ť·ʟ�·ĽČÚŅʻ¥Ú·ŞûĖðʟ9·ÐŅĝĹťʟďûĕûŅÚÖʟďû·ÏûďûŅťʟÐĝĕĶ·Ėťʤʟ�ûĖÐÚʟŅ÷Ú latter belongs 

https://memopzk.org/figurant/navalnyj-aleksej-anatolevich/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/navalnyj-aleksej-anatolevich/
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to the ^·Ş·ďĖťĽˌʟĶ·ĹÚĖŅĽʥʟŅ÷Ú ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʟûĖŅÚĹĶĹÚŅÚÖʟŅ÷ûĽʟ·Ľ ĕĝĖÚťʟď·ŊĖÖÚĹûĖðʤʠ
The ÐĝŊĹŅʟÖĝşĖðĹ·ÖÚÖʟŅ÷Ú Ð÷·ĹðÚʥʟĹÚĶď·ÐûĖðʟŅ÷Ú Ð÷·ĹðÚʟĝï ïĹ·ŊÖʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Ú Ð÷·ĹðÚʟĝï ïĹ·ŊÖʟ
in the realm of ÐĝĕĕÚĹÐû·ďʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʟˁ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʃʇʋʤʆʥʟ}·ĹŅĽʟʄʟ·ĖÖʟʅʥʟ���˂ʤʟ�÷Ú ^·Ş·ďĖťʟ
ÏĹĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʟşÚĹÚʟïĝŊĖÖʟðŊûďŅťʟĝĖ 30  ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʟʄʂʃʆʤʠ
In 2017, at the ĹÚĸŊÚĽŅʟĝï the 9ÚÖÚĹ·ďʟ}ÚĖûŅÚĖŅû·Ĺťʟ�ÚĹŞûÐÚʥʟŅ÷Ú ÐĝŊĹŅʟÚŤŅÚĖÖÚÖʟ�ďÚČĽÚûʟ^·Ş·ď-
ny’s ĶÚĹûĝÖʟĝï probation for a year on the pretext that he ï·ÐÚÖʟ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʟĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʟ
for ·ŅŅÚĖÖûĖðʟ· protest rally. The ĶĹĝÏ·ŅûĝĖʟĶÚĹûĝÖʟşĝŊďÖʟŅ÷ŊĽʟÚĖÖ on 30  ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʟʄʂʄʂʤʟ
The ˋ}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʤʟ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďˌʟ}ĹĝĉÚÐŅʟÏÚďûÚŞÚĽʟŅ÷Ú ^·Ş·ďĖťĽʟşÚĹÚʟÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʟïĝĹ ď·ş-
ïŊďʟÏŊĽûĖÚĽĽʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʤʟ«ŞÚĽʟ�ĝÐ÷ÚĹʟ¤ĝĽŅĝČʟ·ĖÖ MPK ŊĽÚÖʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʟĝï Ņ÷ÚûĹʟĝşĖ Şĝďû-
tion, the ĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʟşÚĹÚʟĶĹĝŞûÖÚÖʟûĖ ·ÐÐĝĹÖ·ĖÐÚʟşûŅ÷ʟÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅĽʥʟŅ÷Ú ÐĝĕĶ·ĖûÚĽʟ÷·Ö Ĺ·ûĽÚÖʟ
no ðĹûÚŞ·ĖÐÚĽʟûĖ the ÐĝŊĹĽÚʟĝï ĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʟťÚ·ĹĽʟ·ĖÖ ÷·Ö ÚŤŅÚĖÖÚÖʟŅ÷Ú ÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅĽʟĽûĖÐÚʟŅ÷Úťʟ
ïĝŊĖÖʟŅ÷ÚĕʟÏÚĖÚűÐû·ďʟŅĝ their business. 

Navalny was detained on administrative charges numerous times after arrests at protests. 
AÚʦŅĹûÚÖʬʦŊĖĽŊÐÐÚĽĽïŊďďťʬʦŅĝʦĹÚðûĽŅÚĹʦ·ʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶ·ĹŅťʫʦEĖʦʋʉʊʐʦ÷ÚʦĽ·ûÖʦ÷ÚʦşĝŊďÖʦĹŊĖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
presidency but the Central Electoral Commission refused to register him because of his crim-
ûĖ·ďʦĹÚÐĝĹÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦTûĹĝŞďÚĽʦÐ·ĽÚʫ
Navalny survived an attempt on his life in 2020 when he was poisoned with a nerve agent from 
the Novichok group. An investigation by the media (The EĖĽûÖÚĹʬʦ�ÚďďûĖðÐ·Ņʬʦ�^^ʬʦ ÚĹ Spiegel) 
·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ��9ʦûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦÚûð÷Ņʦ9��ʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚĽʦş÷ĝʦşÚĹÚʦûĖŞĝďŞÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅʦŅĝʦĶĝûĽĝĖʦ÷ûĕʫ
EĖʦʋʉʋʊʬʦŊĶĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦĹÚŅŊĹĖʦïĹĝĕʦŅĹÚ·ŅĕÚĖŅʦûĖʦ:ÚĹĕ·Ėťʬʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦş·Ľʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÖʬʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦïĝĹʦŞûĝď·Ņ-
ûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĕĽʦûĕĶĝĽÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ«ŞÚĽʦ�ĝÐ÷ÚĹʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ
due to end on 30 December 2020. Simonovsky district court in Moscow later ruled that Naval-
ĖťʦĽ÷ĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦðûŞÚĖʦ·ʦĹÚ·ďʦŅÚĹĕʦûĖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʬʦĹ·Ņ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷·Ėʦ·ʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʫʦ�·ČûĖðʦûĖŅĝʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦŅûĕÚʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĽĶÚĖŅʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦûĖʦʋʉʊʍʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĹŊďÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ÚʦĕŊĽŅʦĽĶÚĖÖʦŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ
and eight months in a general regime penal colony.

3.2.1. Prosecutions of Aleksei Navalny 
Cases of fraud and contempt of court
dĖʦʋʒʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʋʉʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ďʦ}ÚĖûŅÚĖŅû·Ĺťʦ�ÚĹŞûÐÚʦ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦ
÷·ÖʦĖĝŅʦÐĝĕĶďûÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĕĽʦïĝĹʦĽÚĹŞûĖðʦ÷ûĽʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʬʦûŅʦÚĕÚĹðÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʦ
was being brought against him under �ĹŅûÐďÚʦʊʎʒʬʦ}·ĹŅʦʍʬʦȋïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚ (fraud 
ĝĖʦ·ʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺďťʦ ď·ĹðÚʦĽÐ·ďÚˉʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ EĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦ ûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦ
÷·ÖʦÐĝĖŅĹûÏŊŅÚÖʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦʎʑʑʦĕûďďûĝĖʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ��9ʬʦŅ÷Úʦ9ûïŅ÷ʦ�Ú·ĽĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ«Ú·Ĺʦ]Ú-
Öû·ʦ�ŊĶĶĝĹŅʦ9ĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ûŅûŭÚĖĽ˓ʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ}ĹĝŅÚÐŅûĝĖʦ9ĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ûŅûŭÚĖĽ˓ʦWÚð·ďʦ�ŊĶ-
ĶĝĹŅʦ9ĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦAÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʦ�ûŅûŭÚĖĽ˓ʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ}ĹĝŅÚÐŅûĝĖʦ9ĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖʬʦş÷ûďÚʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦ
÷·Öʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦ ĽĶÚĖŅʦʌʎʏʦĕûďďûĝĖʦĝïʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ·ĕĝŊĖŅʦ ˒ĝĖʦĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďʦĝÏĉÚÐŅûŞÚĽ˓ʭʦ ˋŅĝʟ·ÐĸŊûĹÚʟĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďʟ
ĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʥʟ ·ĕ·ĽĽʟşÚ·ďŅ÷ʟ·ĖÖʟÖÚïĹ·ťʟÚŤĶÚĖĽÚĽʟ ˁûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʟ÷ĝďûÖ·ťĽʟ·ÏĹĝ·Ö˂.’ No evidence of this 
version of events has ever been presented.
Navalny for his part published his tax declaration and stated that he received no money from 

https://navalny.com/p/6446/
https://theins.ru/politika/237705
https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-55480002


121

Ņ÷ÚʦïĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ÖÚÖʫʦEĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷Úʦ��9ʬʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĖĝĖ˂ĶĹĝűŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦ·ĖĖŊ-
·ďďťʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦRŊĽŅûÐÚʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦ·ĖÖʦ÷·Öʦ·ĽĽŊĕÚÖʦĹÚĽĶĝĖĽûÏûďûŅťʦïĝĹʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ûĖðʦûŅĽʦĽĶÚĖÖûĖðʦaccounts 
every year. 
This case was combined with a subsequent prosecution brought under Article 297, Parts 
1 and 4, RCC (‘ûĖĽŊďŅûĖðʟŅ÷ÚʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʟûĖʟ·ʟÐĝŊĹŅʟĽÚĽĽûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷ÚʟĉŊÖðÚ’). Navalny had alleg-
ÚÖďťʦûĖĽŊďŅÚÖʦRŊÖðÚʦ�ČûĕĝŞ·ʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĽÚĽĽûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦÖÚï·ĕûĖðʦ
war veteran Artemenko.

The Case of Defamation of a War Veteran 
The Ķď·ûĖŅûïïʥʟʋʆʻťÚ·ĹʻĝďÖ ş·Ĺ ŞÚŅÚĹ·ĖʟEðĖ·Ņʟ�ĹŅÚĕÚĖČĝʥʟş·Ľ ŞûÖÚĝÚÖʟÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖûĖðʟşûŅ÷ʟ
other people for the ·ÖĝĶŅûĝĖʟĝï ·ĕÚĖÖĕÚĖŅĽʟŅĝ the �ĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖʟŅ÷·ŅʟşĝŊďÖʟĹÚĽÚŅʟ}Ŋ-
tin’s term in ĝïűÐÚʟŅĝ ŭÚĹĝʟ˅·ĖÖ thereby make it possible to ÚŤŅÚĖÖʟ}ŊŅûĖˌĽ term in ĝïűÐÚˆʤʟ
^·Ş·ďĖťʟÐ·ďďÚÖʟŅ÷Ú Ð·ĕĶ·ûðĖÚĹĽʟûĖ the ŞûÖÚĝʟˋÐĝĹĹŊĶŅʟĽŅĝĝðÚĽˌʥʟˋŅ÷Ú shame of the ÐĝŊĖŅĹťˌʟ
·ĖÖ ‘traitors.’ The Ð·ĽÚʟş·Ľ brought in the ĕûÖÖďÚʟĝï RŊĖÚʟʄʂʄʂʟŊĖÖÚĹʟ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʃʄʊʤʃʥʟ}·ĹŅʟʄʥʟ
ĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ�ĝÖÚʤʠ
^·Ş·ďĖťˌĽ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʥʟûĖ the ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖˌĽ ŞûÚşʥʟŅĝĝČʟŅ÷Ú form of ÖÚďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚďťʟ
ĽĶĹÚ·ÖûĖðʟĽď·ĖÖÚĹʤʟ�ďďÚðÚÖďťʟ·ş·ĹÚʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷Ú ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʟş·Ľ ï·ďĽÚʥʟ^·Ş·ďĖťʟĽď·ĖÖÚĹÚÖʟ
the ĶÚĝĶďÚʟűďĕÚÖʟûĖ the ŞûÖÚĝʤʠ
^·Ş·ďĖťʟ÷ûĕĽÚďïʟĽ·ťĽʟŅ÷·Ņʟ÷Ú ş·Ľ not Ľď·ĖÖÚĹûĖðʟ�ĹŅÚĕÚĖČĝʟÏŊŅ expressing his ·ŅŅûŅŊÖÚʟ
Ņĝş·ĹÖĽʟ·ďď those taking part in the ŞûÖÚĝʤʟ�÷ûĽʟş·Ľ a Ş·ďŊÚʟĉŊÖðÚĕÚĖŅʟ·Ľ ÐĝĖűĹĕÚÖʟ
by Ņşĝ experts, one for the ÖÚïÚĖÐÚʟ·ĖÖ one for the ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʤʟ
]ĝĽÐĝşˌĽ �·ÏŊĽ÷ČûĖĽČťʟÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʟÐĝŊĹŅʟűĖÚÖʟ^·Ş·ďĖťʟʊʇʂʥʂʂʂ roubles. 

Moscow’s Lefortovsky district court began hearing both cases on 15 February 2022. The ses-
ĽûĝĖʬʦ ĶĹÚĽûÖÚÖʦ ĝŞÚĹʦ Ïťʦ RŊÖðÚʦ]·Ĺð·ĹûŅ·ʦ TĝŅĝŞ·ʬʦ ŅĝĝČʦ Ķď·ÐÚʦ ·Ņʦ }ÚĖ·ďʦ �ĝďĝĖťʦ ^ĝʫʦ ʋʦ ˈ}ĝČĹĝŞʬʦ
Vladimir region) where Navalny was being held. On 22 March he was sentenced to nine years 
ûĖʦ·ʦĽŅĹûÐŅ˂ĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦ·ĖÖʦűĖÚÖʦʊʫʋʦĕûďďûĝĖʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ�ĹŅûÐďÚʦʊʎʒʫʍʬʦ}·ĹŅʦʍʦ·ĖÖʦAr-
ticle 297, Parts 1 and 4, RCCʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦş·Ľʦprohibited.
dĖʦʋʊʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʬʦÚŤ˂��9˂ÚĕĶďĝťÚÚʦFedor Gorozhanko said that the investigator had put pres-
ĽŊĹÚʦŊĶĝĖʦ÷ûĕʬʦÖÚĕ·ĖÖûĖðʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ÚʦðûŞÚʦ˒Ņ÷ÚʦĹûð÷Ņ˓ʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʦĝĹʦűĖÖʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĝÐČʫʦ�÷ĝĹŅďťʦ
·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹû·ďʬʦŅ÷ÚʦşûŅĖÚĽĽʦďÚïŅʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫ
^·Ş·ďĖť˓ĽʦÐĝďďÚ·ðŊÚʬʦEŞ·Ėʦ³÷Ö·ĖĝŞʬʦĽŅ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦhad in his possession a detailed breakdown 
ĝïʦRŊÖðÚʦTĝŅĝŞ·˓ĽʦĶ÷ĝĖÚʦÐ·ďďĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĽ÷ĝşÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦÖ·ťʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹû·ďʦĽ÷Úʦş·ĽʦûĖʦÐĝĖ-
stant contact with Russian Presidential Administration employee Evgeny Vladimirov. The fact 
Ņ÷·ŅʦĽ÷ĝĹŅďťʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦş·ĽʦĶ·ĽĽÚÖʦ·ʦ}ŊŅûĖʦÖÚÐĹÚÚʦ·ĶĶĝûĖŅÚÖʦTĝŅĝŞ·ʦ·ʦĉŊÖðÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ]ĝĽ-
cow City Court also speaks volumes.
�ĝŞÚĹ·ðÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŅĹû·ďʦ ş·Ľʦ ĕ·ÖÚʦ ĽŊÏĽŅ·ĖŅû·ďďťʦ ĕĝĹÚʦ ÖûïűÐŊďŅʦ Ïťʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ï·ÐŅʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽÚĽĽûĝĖĽʦ
ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ şÚĹÚʦ Ņ·ČûĖðʦ Ķď·ÐÚʦ ûĖʦ ·ʦ ĶÚĖ·ďʦ ÐĝďĝĖťʦ ûĖʦ ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʫʦ EĖûŅû·ďďťʬʦ ĖĝʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦ
of the public and no journalists were allowed into the courtroom. The defence petitioned 
ïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĽĽûĝĖĽʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĕĝŞÚÖʦŅĝʦWÚïĝĹŅĝŞĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷ûĽʦş·ĽʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʫʦ9ŊĹŅ÷ÚĹĕĝĹÚʬʦ
Ņ÷Úʦĕ·Ė·ðÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦïĝĹÏ·ÖÚʦď·şťÚĹĽʦ¤·ÖûĕʦTĝÏŭÚŞʦ·ĖÖʦdďð·ʦ]ûČ÷·ûďĝŞ·ʦïĹĝĕʦ
Ņ·ČûĖðʦĶ÷ĝĖÚĽʬʦď·ĶŅĝĶĽʦĝĹʦŞĝûÐÚʦĹÚÐĝĹÖÚĹĽʦûĖŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĽĽûĝĖĽʫ
On 24 May Moscow City Court left the sentence unchanged. Other cases against Aleksei Nav-
alny are set out in 3.2.3. Charges against staff of the ACF and other organisations.

https://report2019.fbk.info/media/report_2019_finance.pdf
https://mos-gorsud.ru/rs/lefortovskij/services/cases/criminal/details/f5e78780-8434-11ec-b3a3-cf3fcce9ee92?participant=%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D1%8B%D0%B9
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2022/02/21/raspechatal-mne-bumagu-s-obvinitelnym-zakliucheniem-svidetel-po-delu-navalnogo-rasskazal-v-sude-o-davlenii-so-storony-sledstviia-news
https://zona.media/news/2022/03/15/nava
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3.2.2. Distinctive features of Aleksei Naval-
ny’s detention in penal colonies 
�÷ÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶÚĹĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ̂ ·Ş·ďĖťʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦÐĝĖűĖÚÖʦŅĝʦÏĹûĖðûĖðʦĖŊĕÚĹĝŊĽʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
÷ûĕʫʦ�÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚʦŅĝĹŅŊĹĝŊĽʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦĽĶÚÐûűÐ·ďďťʦïĝĹʦ÷ûĕʬʦ·ĽʦşÚʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦ
in last year’s report. This year the scale of his victimisation has only increased.
^·Ş·ďĖťʦĽ·şʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ^Úşʦ«Ú·Ĺʦ·Ņʦ}ÚĖ·ďʦ�ĝďĝĖťʦ^ĝʫʦʋʦûĖʦ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦŅĝʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ
Ņ·ČÚĖʦûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʋʊʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ«ŞÚĽʦ�ĝÐ÷ÚĹʦÐ·ĽÚʫʦdĖʦʊʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ}ÚŅŊĽ÷ûĖĽČťʦÖûĽ-
trict court did not remove Navalny from the ‘preventive register’ as the exponent of an extrem-
ist ideology inclined towards crimes of a terrorist and extremist nature. He had been placed 
on this register in October 2021.
dĖʦʋʋʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ·ĽʦĖĝŅÚÖʦ·ÏĝŞÚʬʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦĽÚĹŞÚʦ·ʦŅÚĹĕʦûĖʦ·ʦĽŅĹûÐŅʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚ-
Ė·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦ¥÷ÚĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦÐ·ĕÚʦ ûĖŅĝʦ ïĝĹÐÚʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦŅ·ČÚĖʦŅĝʦ}ÚĖ·ďʦ�ĝďĝĖťʦ^ĝʫʦʏʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
is in the village of Melekhovo in Vladimir region. Russian journalists and human rights activists 
Ľ·ťʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝďĝĖťʦûĽʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĹťʦĽŅĹûÐŅÚĽŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹťʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ
Olga Romanova notesʭʦ˒]ÚďÚČ÷ĝŞĝʟûĽʟĝĖÚʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟşĝĹĽŅʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĽŅĹûÐŅʟĶĹûĽĝĖʟŭĝĖÚĽʤʟ�ťʟŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖʥʟŅ÷Úťʟ
Ï·ĖûĽ÷ʟĶÚĝĶďÚʟŅ÷ÚĹÚʟş÷ĝĕʟŅ÷Úťʟş·ĖŅʟŅĝʟÖÚĽŅĹĝť.’ 
^·Ş·ďĖťʦş·ĽʦŅ·ČÚĖʦŅĝʦ]ÚďÚČ÷ĝŞĝʦŊĖÖÚĹʦðŊ·ĹÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚðûĖĖûĖðʦĝïʦRŊĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦʋʊʦRŊĖÚʦ÷·Öʦ·ďĹÚ·Öťʦ
ĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦűĹĽŅʦĹÚĶĹûĕ·ĖÖʦïĝĹʦï·ûďŊĹÚʦŅĝʦÐĝĕĶďťʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĹŊďÚĽʦĝĖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦŊĖûïĝĹĕʫʦAÚʦ÷·ÖʦðĝĖÚʦ
ŅĝʦðÚŅʦş·Ľ÷ÚÖʦşÚ·ĹûĖðʦ·ʦ�˂Ľ÷ûĹŅʦĹ·Ņ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷·ĖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦĝŞÚĹ·ďďĽʫʦdĖʦʍʦRŊďťʬʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
ĶĹûĽĝĖʦĽŅ·ïïʦşÚĹÚʦĖĝŅʦďÚŅŅûĖðʦ÷ûĕʦĶ÷ĝĖÚʦ÷ûĽʦşûïÚʦ·ĖÖʦĕĝŅ÷ÚĹʬʦÐûŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÐ÷ÚÖŊďÚʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ťʫʦ
�÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦĝïʦ·ĖʦÚĖÖďÚĽĽʦĽÚĹûÚĽʦĝïʦŅûĕÚĽʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦş·ĽʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦĶŊĖûŅûŞÚʦûĽĝď·ŅûĝĖʦŊĖûŅʦ
on fabricated pretexts began on 12 August.
Pressure on Navalny was ramped up immediately after he said he was setting up a prison 
ŅĹ·ÖÚʦŊĖûĝĖʬʦ ˒}ĹĝĕŭĝĖ·˓ʬʦ ïĝĹʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦşĝĹČûĖðʦ ûĖʦĶÚĖûŅÚĖŅû·ĹťʦÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ïĝĹʦĶĹûĽ-
ĝĖʦĽŅ·ïïʫʦEĖʦĹÚĽĶĝĖĽÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝďĝĖťʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʦûĽĽŊÚÖʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ĖʦĝïűÐû·ďʦş·ĹĖûĖðʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
he ‘ĕ·ťʟ ĖĝŅʟ ÏĹÚ·Čʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ď·şĽʟ ĝĖʟ ĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʟĕÚÚŅûĖðĽʟ ·ĖÖʟ ÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʫ˓ʦ �ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʬʦ
he began to be summoned to the disciplinary committee every day and given reprimands.

The ĶŊĖûŅûŞÚʟûĽĝď·ŅûĝĖʟŊĖûŅʟ˅ûĖ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦʟ�÷E³dˆʠʾʟûĽ one of a ĶÚĖ·ďʟÐĝďĝĖťˌĽ ĕĝĽŅʟĽÚŞÚĹÚʟ
punishments. The rights of those in the unit are ÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹ·ÏďťʟĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅÚÖʤʟ�÷Úťʟ·ĹÚ not al-
ďĝşÚÖʟŞûĽûŅĽʥʟĶ·ĹÐÚďĽʥʟĶ÷ĝĖÚʟÐ·ďďĽʥʟĕĝĽŅʟĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďʟûŅÚĕĽʟĝĹ the ĶŊĹÐ÷·ĽÚʟĝï ïĝĝÖʟûĖ the pris-
on shop. Prisoners are ÷ÚďÖʟûĖ isolation in a Ľĕ·ďďʟÏŊûďÖûĖðʤʟ

^·Ş·ďĖťʦş·ĽʦűĹĽŅʦ ĽÚĖŅʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶŊĖûŅûŞÚʦ ûĽĝď·ŅûĝĖʦŊĖûŅʦ ïĝĹʦ Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦÖ·ťĽʦĝĖʦ ʊʋʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦ ïĝĹʦ ďÚ·ŞûĖðʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦŅĝĶʦÏŊŅŅĝĖʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦŊĖûïĝĹĕʦŊĖÖĝĖÚʬʦ·Ľʦ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖÚÖʫʦdĖʦʋʌʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ
ïĝĹʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦűŞÚʦÖ·ťĽʦïĝĹʦĖĝŅʦûĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚďťʦĶŊŅŅûĖðʦ÷ûĽʦ÷·ĖÖĽʦÏÚ÷ûĖÖʦ÷ûĽʦÏ·ÐČʦş÷ÚĖʦðĝûĖðʦÖĝşĖʦ
a corridor. He was subsequently sent to the isolation unit on three separate occasions for quot-
ûĖðʦ·ʦ$ŊĹĝĶÚ·Ėʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦĹŊďûĖðʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ÷ûĽʦûĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚʦ˅ ʦïĝĹʦʐʬʦʊʎʦ·ĖÖʦʊʋʦÖ·ťĽʫʦ
dĖʦʊʉʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·ĖʦïĝŊĖÖʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĽĝď·ŅûĝĖʦŊĖûŅʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽûŤŅ÷ʦŅûĕÚʦïĝĹʦʊʍʦÖ·ťĽʦ
ïĝĹʦĹÚïŊĽûĖðʦŅĝʦş·Ľ÷ʦÖĝşĖʦ·ʦïÚĖÐÚʫʦdĖʦʌʉʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦûŅʦş·ĽʦʊʊʦÖ·ťĽʦïĝĹʦ˒ĖĝŅʟŅûÖťûĖðʟŊĶʟŅ÷ÚʟÚŤÚĹÐûĽÚʟ
ť·ĹÖʟĶĹĝĶÚĹďť’ and for insulting Lieutenant Neimovich by calling him ‘Lieutenant Neimovich’ 
rather than using ‘his name and patronymic.’ Navalny was sent to the unit on 1 and 13 Decem-

https://ria.ru/20220201/navalnyy-1770455538.html
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ber for the eighth and ninth times for 11 and 12 days respectively. The pretext was not having 
·ʦĉ·ÐČÚŅʦ·ĖÖʦŊĽûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖʦ˒ïŊÐČ˓ʦˌ˒Ïďť·Ö’] when talking to a cellmate. 
�ÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĽÚŞÚĹûŅťʦĝïʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊĖûŅûŞÚʦûĽĝď·ŅûĝĖʦŊĖûŅʬʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦĕ·ťʦĖĝŅʦÏÚʦ÷ÚďÖʦ
Ņ÷ÚĹÚʦïĝĹʦďĝĖðÚĹʦŅ÷·ĖʦʊʎʦÖ·ťĽʫʦ9Ĺĝĕʦʊʋʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦŅĝʦʋʍʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦĽĶÚĖŅʦʒʉʦĝŊŅʦĝïʦʊʌʎʦÖ·ťĽʦ
Ņ÷ÚĹÚʬʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦʌʒʦşÚĹÚʦûĖʦĽŊÐÐÚĽĽûĝĖʦ·ĽʦşÚĹÚʦʋʌʦĝŊŅʦĝïʦʋʍʦûĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʫ
�÷ÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·ĖʦĖĝŅÚĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ÚʦĽŊïïÚĹĽʦïĹĝĕʦ·ĽŅ÷ĕ·ʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅŊïűĖÚĽĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖûŅʦ·ĖÖʦďĝĽ-
ÚĽʦʌʫʎʦČûďĝĽʦûĖʦÚŞÚĹťʦʊʉʦÖ·ťĽʦ÷ÚʦĽĶÚĖÖĽʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʫʦ9ŊĹŅ÷ÚĹĕĝĹÚʬʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹ·ĕĶÚÖʦÐÚďďʬʦ÷ÚʦûĽʦŊĖ·ÏďÚʦ
to do the exercises that help him deal with the back pain that appeared after the torturous con-
ditions in which he was held last year. It is important to note that lying down is not permitted 
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖûŅʦÖŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ťʬʦĽĝĕÚŅ÷ûĖðʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ďĽĝʦ÷·Ľʦ·ʦĖÚð·ŅûŞÚʦûĕĶ·ÐŅʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦÐ÷·ĖÐÚĽʦĝïʦĹÚÐĝŞÚĹťʦ
·ĖÖʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦ÷ÚďĶʦ÷ûĕʦűð÷ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ÐČʦĶ·ûĖʫ
�Ľʦĕûð÷ŅʦÏÚʦÚŤĶÚÐŅÚÖʬʦ÷Úʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďÚÖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦÚ·Ð÷ʦŅûĕÚʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊĖûŅûŞÚʦûĽĝď·ŅûĝĖʦŊĖûŅʬʦ
ŊĖĽŊÐÐÚĽĽïŊďďťʬʦûĖʦÐĝŊĹŅʫʦ
Other types of pressure have also been brought to bear on Navalny. At the beginning of Sep-
ŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶĹûĽĝĖʦĕ·Ė·ðÚĕÚĖŅʦ ĽÚ·ďÚÖʦ Ľ÷ŊŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĝĶÚĖûĖðʦ ÷ûŅ÷ÚĹŅĝʦ ŊĽÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ Ķ·ĽĽʦ ÖĝÐŊĕÚĖŅĽʦ
Ņĝʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦÖŊĹûĖðʦĕÚÚŅûĖðĽʦşûŅ÷ʦď·şťÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦĽŅŊÐČʦĝĶ·ĸŊÚʦűďĕʦĝŞÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦðď·ĽĽʦŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʦ
which he communicated with them. Prison staff later forbade his lawyer to bring documents 
into the penal colony on the pretext that they had nothing to do with his criminal case. 
The management at Penal Colony No. 6 believes Navalny ‘ÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚĽʟ Ņĝʟ ÐĝĕĕûŅʟ ÐĹûĕÚĽʟ ÚŞÚĖʟ
ş÷ûďÚʟûĖʟĶĹûĽĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟŅ·ČÚĽʟ·ÖŞ·ĖŅ·ðÚʟĝïʟÐĝĕĕŊĖûÐ·ŅûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ʟ÷ûĽʟď·şťÚĹʟŅĝʟÖĝʟĽĝʫ˓ʦ9ĝĹʦŅ÷ûĽʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖʬʦ
the politician is forbidden from exchanging any notes or documents. All incoming and outgoing 
documents of his lawyers are checked by prison staff over a period of three days.
EĖʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦş·ĽʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ·ʦ˒habitual offender’ and moved to serve his time with 
a group of prisoners segregated from the rest. This means even tougher conditions — fewer 
visits from relatives plus restrictions on receiving parcels and on the chance to spend money 
in the prison shop. 
Restrictions on contacts with the outside world continued even during court sessions. In Sep-
ŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ ·ʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ ûĖʦTĝŞĹĝŞĝʦÖÚÚĕÚÖʦ ûŅʦ ďÚðûŅûĕ·ŅÚʦ Ņĝʦ ĽÚĖÖʦ÷ûĕʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶŊĖûŅûŞÚʦ ûĽĝď·ŅûĝĖʦŊĖûŅʦ
ïĝĹʦďÚ·ŞûĖðʦ·ʦÏŊŅŅĝĖʦŊĖÖĝĖÚʫʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦŅĝĝČʦĶ·ĹŅʦŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʦ·ʦŞûÖÚĝʦďûĖČʦÏŊŅʬʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦûĖÖûðĖ·ŅûĝĖʦ
·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʦĝĖʦűďĕûĖðʦ ïĝĹʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ ÐŊŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ďûĖČʬʦ ÖÚĶĹûŞûĖðʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·Ėʦ
of the chance to take part in the trial. 
dĖʦʊʐʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦûŅʦÚĕÚĹðÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦïĝŊĹʦÖ·ťĽʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅÚĖÖÚÖʦĕÚÚŅûĖðʦşûŅ÷ʦĹÚď·ŅûŞÚĽʬʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦ
was placed in cell-type conditions. Those held there are not allowed extended meetings.

�ÚďďʻŅťĶÚʟÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʟĕÚ·ĖĽʟ· ÐÚďďʟşûŅ÷ʟĕĝĹÚʟĽÚŞÚĹÚʟÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʥʟŅĝ ş÷ûÐ÷ʟ· prisoner 
is ĕĝŞÚÖʟ·Ľ a penalty for ÷·ÏûŅŊ·ďʟŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʟĝï the ĶĹÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʟĶĹĝÐÚÖŊĹÚʟïĝĹ ĽÚĹŞûĖðʟ
a ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʤʟ�÷ĝĽÚʟÏÚûĖðʟĶŊĖûĽ÷ÚÖʟşûŅ÷ʟÐÚďďʻďûČÚʟÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʟ·ĹÚ ÚŞÚĖʟŅ·ČÚĖʟŅĝ şĝĹČʟĽÚĶ-
·Ĺ·ŅÚďťʟïĹĝĕʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟÐĝĖŞûÐŅĽʤʟEĖ Ņ÷ûĽʟş·ťʥʟ^·Ş·ďĖťʟ÷·Ľ ÏÚÚĖʟÚŞÚĖʟĕĝĹÚʟûĽĝď·ŅÚÖʟïĹĝĕʟ
the ĝŊŅĽûÖÚʟşĝĹďÖʤʟ

EĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦðûŞÚĖʦşûĖŅÚĹʦÏĝĝŅĽʦïĝĹʦ·ʦďĝĖðʦŅûĕÚʫʦAÚʦş·ĽʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦŅĝʦŊĽÚʦ·ŊŅŊĕĖʦ
ÏĝĝŅĽʫʦ ŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷·ŅʦĽ·ĕÚʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ«Ŋďû·ʦ^·Ş·ďĖ·ť·ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ÚĹʦďÚŅŅÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦĖĝŅʦÏÚûĖðʦ
given to her husband.
On 12 December it emerged that the colony management had devised a new form of torture 

https://aussiedlerbote.de/2022/09/advokatu-navalnogo-zapretili-pronosit-na-vstrechi-lyubye-dokumenty/
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for Navalny by placing a prisoner ‘with serious personal hygiene issues’ in the isolation unit 
şûŅ÷ʦ÷ûĕʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚĽÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ʦĖÚûð÷ÏĝŊĹʦ ˒instantly makes your life 
unbearableʫ˓ʦ�ĖĝïűÐû·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦĹŊďÚĽʦĽŅûĶŊď·ŅÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ʦĖÚûð÷ÏĝŊĹʦĕ·ťʦÏÚʦÖĹûŞÚĖʦĝŊŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐÚďďʦ
by threats or beatings. The newcomer himself requested a move to another cell but the colony 
management turned him down despite there being spare cells in the isolation unit. On 20 De-
ÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ûĽʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹʦş·ĽʦĝĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖʦĕĝŞÚÖʦûĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʫ
dĖʦʊʌʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·Ėʦş·ĽʦûĽĽŊÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦĹÚĶĹûĕ·ĖÖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤĶďÚŅûŞÚʦşûŅ÷ʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷ÚʦÖÚ-
scribed the ‘ĽŅ·ŅÚʟĝïʟ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʟ·ĖÖʟ÷ťðûÚĖÚʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟŅĝûďÚŅĽʟ·ĖÖʟş·Ľ÷ĹĝĝĕĽʟĝïʟ:ĹĝŊĶʟ^ĝʤʃʟĽÚĹŞûĖðʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟ
ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʟûĖʟ÷·ĹĽ÷ʟÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽ.’
dĖʦʋʌʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦûŅʦÚĕÚĹðÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅʦhad been placed in the cell next to Navalny’s who pos-
ĽûÏďťʦ÷·ÖʦĕÚĖŅ·ďʦ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʦ ûĽĽŊÚĽʦĽûĖÐÚʦ÷ÚʦťÚďďÚÖʦÖ·ťʦ·ĖÖʦĖûð÷Ņʬʦ Ņ·ďČûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʫʦ�Ľʦ·ʦ ĹÚĽŊďŅʬʦ
the politician could neither sleep nor read.
Navalny links the increased pressure not just to his initiative of setting up the trade union 
ÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·Ņʦ��9ʦĽŅ·ïïʦ·ĹÚʦşĝĹČûĖðʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĕ·ĹŅʦ¤ĝŅûĖðʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦWûĽŅʦĝïʦʏʬʉʉʉʬʦ
·Č·ʦŅ÷Úʦ˒WûĽŅʦĝïʦ�ĹûÏÚʦ�·ČÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦ¥·ĹĕĝĖðÚĹĽ˓ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĖÐďŊÖÚĽʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦş÷ĝĽÚʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ŋ-
Ņ÷ĝĹĽ˓ʦŞûÚşʬʦÚĖ·ÏďÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ˅ʦÏĹûÏÚʦŅ·ČÚĹĽʬʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦ·ðÚĖŅĽʬʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ-
ÚĹĽʦĝïʦ·ÐŅĽʦĝïʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĽÚĖûĝĹʦ˅ʦ·ĖÖʦĕûÖÖďÚ˂Ĺ·ĖČûĖðʦĝïűÐû·ďĽʬʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖûĽŅĽʬʦ
·ĖÖʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫ

3.2.3. Charges brought against staff of the 
Anti-Corruption Foundation and other or-
ganisations 
�ĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷ûĽʦÐĝďďÚ·ðŊÚĽʬʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦïÚ·ŅŊĹÚĽʦûĖʦ·ʦş÷ĝďÚʦĽÚĹûÚĽʦĝïʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʬʦĕĝĽŅʦ
of which have dragged on since last year.

Prosecution for creating an extremist group
The prosecution for setting up an extremist organisation is outrageous from a legal point 
of view. The designation of Navalny’s registered organisations and the Navalny Headquarters 
that operate publicly as extremist created the formal grounds for a criminal prosecution if they 
continued their operation after a ban. This is precisely what usually happens with other reg-
istered public associations that are rightly or wrongly declared to be extremist. This is natural 
ĽûĖÐÚʬʦÏťʦĹÚðûĽŅÚĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦĹÚÐÚûŞûĖðʦĹÚðŊď·ĹʦĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úĕʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅďťʦ
ĕĝĖûŅĝĹûĖðʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ ÐĝĕĶďû·ĖÐÚʦşûŅ÷ʦ ďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚʦ ˒ÐÚĹŅûűÚĽ˓ʦ Ņ÷Úĕʦ·ĖÖʦ ĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚĽʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ
·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦ·Ľʦď·şïŊďʫʦA·ŞûĖðʦşĝĹČÚÖʦûĖʦĕ·ĖťʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦAÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʦ·ďĽĝʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅÚÖʦ
ĶŊÏďûÐďťʬʦĝĶÚĖďťʦ·ĖÖʦĝïűÐû·ďďťʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦûĽʦÖÚÐď·ĹÚÖʦŅĝʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦ
ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĹÚŅĹĝĽĶÚÐŅûŞÚďťʬʦŅ÷·ŅʦûĽʦŅĝʦĽ·ťʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚð·ďʦÏ·ĖʦÐ·ĕÚʦûĖŅĝʦïĝĹÐÚʫʦ�ŊÐ÷ʦ·ʦÏď·Ņ·ĖŅʦÐĝĖ-
tradiction clearly undermines the prestige of the state. Citizens are essentially obliged to detect 
Ņ÷Úʦ˒ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĝÏĉÚÐŅûŞÚĽ˓ʦĝïʦĶŊÏďûÐďťʦ·ĖÖʦĝïűÐû·ďďťʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĖðʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖĽʦşÚďďʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·Ėťʦ
agencies of the state have been able to do so. This is the exact conclusion that stems from 

https://meduza.io/news/2022/12/12/navalnyy-rasskazal-chto-emu-v-kameru-podselili-zaklyuchennogo-imeyuschego-bolshie-problemy-s-bytovoy-gigienoy
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/22/sud-otklonil-iski-alekseya-navalnogo-o-zakonnosti-profsoyuza-promzona-i?_gl=1*1jshb71*_ga*MTAxNjUyMjQ3NS4xNjY3Mjk1NTcy*_ga_J7DH9NKJ0R*MTY3NjU2OTY3MS45NC4xLjE2NzY1NzA3MzEuMzAuMC4w&page=5
https://memopzk.org/dossier/delo-ob-ekstremistskom-soobshhestve-storonnikov-navalnogo/
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the fact that the organisations have effectively been deemed extremist retroactively. In other 
şĝĹÖĽʬʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ČÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĹĝŊŅʦĝïʦ^·Ş·ďĖť˓ĽʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊĖÖ·ĕÚĖŅ·ďʦ
ĶĹûĖÐûĶďÚĽʦĝïʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦď·şʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦŲĝŊŅÚÖʫʦ
The case became the thirteenth to be brought against Navalny. Involved with him in the case 
of creating an extremist organisation (Article 282.1, Part 1, RCC) are his allies Leonid Volkov 
and Ivan Zhdanovʬʦş÷ûďÚʦLiubov SobolʬʦGeorgy AlburovʬʦRuslan ShaveddinovʬʦVyacheslav Gimadiʬʦ
Pavel Zelensky and Rustem Muliukov are accused of belonging to an extremist organisation (Ar-
ticle 282.1, Part 2 RCC) ‘Other individuals’ are also reportedly involved in the case.
AccordingʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦ ˒Ėĝʟď·ŅÚĹʟŅ÷·Ėʟʄʂʃʆʥʟ^·Ş·ďĖťʥʟ·ĽʟŅ÷ÚʟïĝŊĖÖÚĹʟ
ĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ĖŅûʻ�ĝĹĹŊĶŅûĝĖʟ9ĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖʟĖĝĖʻĶĹĝűŅʟˁ ĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʟ·ĽʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟ·ĖÖʟ·ÏĝďûĽ÷ÚÖʟĝĖʟŅ÷ÚʟŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʟ
ĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ˂ʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Úʟ·ûĕʟĝïʟÐ·ĹĹťûĖðʟĝŊŅʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʟ·ûĕÚÖʟ·ŅʟÐ÷·ĖðûĖðʟŅ÷ÚʟÏ·-
ĽûĽʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖ·ďʟĝĹÖÚĹʟûĖʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʥʟŊĖÖÚĹĕûĖûĖðʟĶŊÏďûÐʟĽ·ïÚŅťʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷ÚʟĽŅ·ŅÚʟ
ûĖŅÚðĹûŅťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʥʟĽÚŅʟŊĶʟ·ĖÖʟĹ·Ėʟ·ĖʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʤʠEĖʟŅ÷ÚʟĶÚĹûĝÖʟĝïʟŅûĕÚʟ
ûĖÖûÐ·ŅÚÖʥʟ¤ĝďČĝŞʟ·ĖÖʟ³÷Ö·ĖĝŞʟ ĉĝûĖÚÖʟ^·Ş·ďĖťˌĽʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʤʟʨʟ¥ûŅ÷ʟ·ʟŞûÚşʟŅĝʟÚŤĶ·ĖÖûĖðʟ
Ņ÷Úʟ·ĹÚ·ʟĝïʟÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʥʟŅ÷ÚʟĶŊÏďûÐʟĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʥʟ̂ ·Ş·ďĖťʟAÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʥʟş·ĽʟĽÚŅʟŊĶʟûĖʟʄʂʃʉʟŅĝʟÐ·Ĺ-
ĹťʟĝŊŅʟŅ÷ÚʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖˌĽʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟûĖʟʅʉʟĹÚðûĝĖĽʟĝïʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʤʟ�÷Úʟĕ·ûĖʟÐ÷·ĕĶûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷ÚʟďÚ·ÖÚĹʟĝïʟ̂ ·-
Ş·ďĖťʟAÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʟş·Ľʟ¤ĝďČĝŞʥʟş÷ĝʟĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅÚÖʟŅ÷Úʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ďʟAÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟÐûŅťʟĝïʟ]ĝĽÐĝşʤʟ
 ŊĹûĖðʟŅ÷ÚʟĶÚĹûĝÖʟʄʂʃʆʟŅĝʟʄʂʄʃʥʟ�ĝÏĝďʥʟ�ďÏŊĹĝŞʥʟ�÷·ŞÚÖÖûĖĝŞʥʟ:ûĕ·Öûʟ·ĖÖʟĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʟÏÚÐ·ĕÚʟĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʟ
ĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʥʟǳĽʟÖûÖʟďÚ·ÖÚĹĽʟ·ĖÖʟĽŅ·ïïʟĝïʟAÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟĹÚðûĝĖĽʤʟ9ĝĹʟĶŊĹĶĝĽÚĽʟĝïʟĶĹĝĕĝŅ-
ûĖðʟÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʥʟŅ÷ÚʟïĝďďĝşûĖðʟşÚĹÚʟÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʟĝĖʟŅ÷ÚʟûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʦʟ·Ėʟ�ĖŅûʻ�ĝĹĹŊĶŅûĝĖʟ9ĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖʟ
şÚÏĽûŅÚʥʟ·ʟ^·Ş·ďĖťʟAÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʟşÚÏĽûŅÚʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷Úʟ�ďÚČĽÚûʟ^·Ş·ďĖťʟĶĹĝĶĹûÚŅ·ĹťʟŞûÖÚĝʟÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʟ÷ĝĽŅÚÖʟ
Ïťʟ«ĝŊ�ŊÏÚʥʟş÷ûďÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĽĝÐû·ďʟĖÚŅşĝĹČĽʟ�şûŅŅÚĹʥʟEĖĽŅ·ðĹ·ĕʥʟ9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʟ·ĖÖʟĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʟşÚĹÚʟ·ďĽĝʟŊĽÚÖ.’ 
dĖʦ ʒʦ RŊĖÚʦ ʋʉʋʊʬʦ ·ʦ ĹŊďûĖðʦ Ïťʦ ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ �ûŅťʦ �ĝŊĹŅʦ shut down the Anti-Corruption Founda-
ŅûĝĖʦ ĖĝĖ˂ĶĹĝűŅʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ûŅûŭÚĖĽ˓ʦ �ûð÷ŅĽʦ }ĹĝŅÚÐŅûĝĖʦ 9ĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖʦ ĖĝĖ˂ĶĹĝűŅʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ï·ĖĖÚÖʦ
the Navalny Headquarters public movement from operating since they had all been found 
to be extremist organisations.
dĖʦʒʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦťÚŅʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĹĝŊĖÖʦĝïʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʦĝïʦ^·Ş·ďĖť˓Ľʦ·ďďûÚĽʬʦ
it emerged that Ufa opposition activist Liliya Chanysheva had been detained. She was the head 
of the Navalny Headquarters in the Republic of Bashkortostan until the court ban on the move-
ĕÚĖŅ˓Ľʦ ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʬʦ ş÷ÚĹÚŊĶĝĖʦ Ľ÷Úʦ şûŅ÷ÖĹÚşʦ ïĹĝĕʦ ĶĝďûŅûÐĽʦ ÏŊŅʦ ÖÚÐûÖÚÖʦ ĖĝŅʦ Ņĝʦ ďÚ·ŞÚʦ �ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ
�÷Úʦ ïĝďďĝşûĖðʦÖ·ťʬʦ�÷·ĖťĽ÷ÚŞ·ʦwas remanded in custody and was soon taken under guard 
to Moscow’s Pre-Trial Detention Centre No. 6. She was charged with participation in set-
ting up an extremist organisation (Article 282.1, Part 1, RCC). This is how the prosecution re-
gards the perfectly legitimate political activities of staff at the Navalny Headquarters before 
Ņ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʦş·ĽʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʫʦ�÷Úʦş·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ
person to be arrested in the new ‘retrospective’ case being investigated by the central appa-
ratus of the Russian Investigative Committee. In December and R·ĖŊ·Ĺťʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚ˂ŅĹû·ďʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ÖĕûŅʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦď·şťÚĹĽʦŅĝʦĽÚÚʦ�÷·ĖťĽ÷ÚŞ·ʬʦĹÚïÚĹĹûĖðʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦď·ÐČʦĝïʦ·ĶĶĹĝŞ·ďʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹʦĝĹʦ·Ėťʦş·ûŞÚĹʦïĹĝĕʦ÷ûĕʬʦ·Ľʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦşûŅ÷ʦ
¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʦ¤ĝĹĝĖûĖʬʦ�ĖÖĹÚûʦ�ÚĹðÚÚŞʦ·ĖÖʦ]·Ĺûť·ʦ$ûĽĕĝĖŅʫʦ
EĖʦ  ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦ ʋʉʋʊʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ïĝďďĝşûĖðʦ ÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦ ÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ ˈĝïʦ ^·Ş·ďĖť˓Ľʦ ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʦ
ş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĹÚĕ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ˉʭʦEgor ButakovʬʦElisaveta BychkovaʬʦVadim OsmaninʬʦZakhar Sarapulovʬʦ
TĽÚĖû·ʟ9·ÖÚÚŞʬʦAndrei Fateev and ƍďð·ʟ�÷ČĝďûĖ·ʫʦ9ĝĹʦ·ďďʬʦÏ·Ĺʦ�ĖÖĹÚûʦ9·ŅÚÚŞʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĽŊÐÐÚĽĽïŊďďťʦ
ŲÚÖʦ·ÏĹĝ·ÖʬʦĶĹÚ˂ŅĹû·ďʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦûĖŞĝďŞÚʦûĖÐ·ĹÐÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚďÚÐŅÚÖʫ

https://sledcom.ru/news/item/1613700/
https://t.me/moscowcourts/390
https://ovd.news/express-news/2021/11/10/sud-pomestil-pod-strazhu-eks-koordinatora-ufimskogo-shtaba-navalnogo
https://ovd.news/express-news/2021/12/21/k-eks-koordinatoru-ufimskogo-shtaba-navalnogo-lilii-chanyshevoy-ne-dopustili
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/01/17/k-eks-glave-ufimskogo-shtaba-navalnogo-lilii-chanyshevoy-snova-ne-puskayut
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dĖʦʋʎʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŵďÚČĽÚûʟ^·Ş·ďĖťʬʦLiubov SobolʬʦVyacheslav GimadiʬʦGeorgy AlburovʬʦRuslan 
SaveddinovʬʦLiliya ChanyshevaʬʦZakhar SarapublovʬʦPavel ZelenskyʬʦTĽÚĖû·ʟ9·ÖÚÚŞ·ʬʦEgor Butak-
ovʬʦAndrei Fateev and Vadim Osmanin were placed on the list of terrorists and extremists.
EĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ ·ĖûÚďʟT÷ĝďĝÖĖťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦtechnical director of the Navalny LIVE YouTube channel 
and Vadim Ostaninʬʦex-coordinatorʦ·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦAÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʦûĖʦ�·ĹĖ·ŊďʬʦşÚĹÚʦŅ·ČÚĖʦûĖŅĝʦ
ÐŊĽŅĝÖťʫʦ}ĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅʦŅĝʦ·ʦÏ·ĖʦĝĖʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦď·ŅŅÚĹʦş·ĽʦŅ·ČÚĖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦðŊ·ĹÖʦïĹĝĕʦ
�·ĹĖ·ŊďʦŅĝʦ]ĝĽÐĝş˓Ľʦ}ĹÚ˂�Ĺû·ďʦ ÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʬʦ^ĝʫʎʫ
It emerged in the summer that Rustem Muliukovʬʦ ·ʦ ïĝĹĕÚĹʦŞĝďŊĖŅÚÚĹʦ·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦAÚ·Ö-
ĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʦ ûĖʦ �ï·ʦ ş·Ľʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ ·ĹĹÚĽŅʫʦ �ûĖÐÚʦ ÷Úʦ ĹÚĸŊûĹÚĽʦ Öû·ďťĽûĽʬʦ ÷Úʦ ĸŊ·ďûűÚĽʦ ·Ľʦ ÷·ŞûĖðʦ
a severe disability.
EĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ�ĹČ÷·ĖðÚďĽČʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦAÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʦŞĝďŊĖŅÚÚĹʦOlga Shkolina left 
Russia and a warrant was issued for her arrest. 
EĖʦ �ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ ûŅʦ ÚĕÚĹðÚÖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ïĝĹĕÚĹʦ ÷Ú·Öʦ ĝïʦ ^·Ş·ďĖťʦ AÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʦ ûĖʦ T÷·Ï·ĹĝŞĽČʬʦ
Aleksei Vorsinʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦďÚïŅʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦcharged in absentia. 
dĖʦʋʒʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦwas brought against Andrei Zayakinʬʦ^ĝŞ·ť·ʦ:·ŭÚŅ·ʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦ
and founder of Dissernet for funding extremist activity (Article 282.3, Part 1, RCC) for the trans-
ïÚĹʦĝïʦʊʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ��9ʫʦ�ĽʦĶĹÚ˂ŅĹû·ďʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʬʦ³·ť·ČûĖʦş·ĽʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦ·Ð-
ŅûŞûŅûÚĽʭʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦ·ďďĝşÚÖʦŅĝʦďÚ·ŞÚʦ÷ĝĕÚʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦʋʉʭʉʉʦ·ĖÖʦʉʑʭʉʉʬʦŅĝʦŊĽÚʦ·ʦĶ÷ĝĖÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝĽŅʦ
or the internet or to associate with others involved in the case. The journalist subsequently 
managed to leave Russia.
We believe that the criminal cases against the staff and volunteers of Aleksei Navalny’s structures 
are aimed solely at forcing Navalny and his allies to halt their lawful political and social activities. 
�÷Úʦ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦ}ĹĝĉÚÐŅʦĹÚð·ĹÖĽʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦ·ĽʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʭʦ�ŊĽŅÚĕʦ
]ŊďûŊČĝŞʬʦ ¤·ÖûĕʦdĽŅ·ĖûĖʬʦ ·ĖûÚďʦ T÷ĝďĝÖĖťʬʦ Wûďûť·ʦ�÷·ĖťĽ÷ÚŞ·ʬʦ }·ŞÚďʦ ³ÚďÚĖĽČťʬʦ ·ďďʦ ĝïʦş÷ĝĕʦ
÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦûĖÐ·ĹÐÚĹ·ŅÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·Ľʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʫʦ¥Úʦ·ďĽĝʦ
demand an end to the criminal prosecution of other persons in the case who are still at liberty. 

}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʟĝïʟ·ʟĖĝĖʻĶĹĝűŅʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟïĝĹʟÚĖÐĹĝ·Ð÷ûĖðʟ
on the persons and rights of citizens
EĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʋʉʋʊʬʦûŅʦÚĕÚĹðÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦNavalnyʬʦVolkov and Zhdanov 
under Article 239, Part 2, RCCʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÐ·ĹĹûÚĽʦ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖ-
ĕÚĖŅʦˈ˒ÐĹÚ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦĖĝĖ˂ĶĹĝűŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ·ĹÚʦďûČÚďťʦŅĝʦûĖÐûŅÚʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦ
to decline to perform their civil obligations or to commit other unlawful acts’). The Investiga-
tive Committee regards the ACF as one such organisation because it called on people to attend 
protest actions not sanctioned by the authorities. 
We know that the case also concerns ex-leaders of the Navalny Headquarters in the regions. 
�ĶÚÐûűÐ·ďďťʬʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĹťʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʊʬʦsearches were carried out at the premises of Vadim Ostanin 
ˈ�·ĹĖ·ŊďˉʬʦTĽÚĖû·ʟ9·ÖÚÚŞ· (Tomsk) and Zakhar Sarapulov (Irkutsk). They were all taken into cus-
tody. Some of the searches were also linked to the case of setting up an extremist organisation. 
EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦEgor Butakov (Archangelsk) and Andrei Gorodetsky (media editor of the Navalny 
Headquarters in Engels) were detained.

https://vk.com/wall-184137381_12665
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/09/eks-koordinatora-shtaba-navalnogo-v-barnaule-otpravili-v-sizo
https://www.severreal.org/a/arhangelskaya-aktivistka-olga-shkolina-pokinula-rossiyu-/31948554.html
https://www.sibreal.org/a/mvd-obyavilo-v-federalnyy-rozysk-eks-glavu-shtaba-navalnogo-v-habarovske-alekseya-vorsina/32017863.html
https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-62715698?source=pepperjam&publisherId=120349&clickId=4387197649
https://meduza.io/news/2021/04/29/protiv-navalnogo-zhdanova-i-volkova-vozbudili-ugolovnoe-delo-o-sozdanii-nekommercheskoy-organizatsii-posyagayuschey-na-prava-grazhdan
https://meduza.io/news/2021/04/29/protiv-navalnogo-zhdanova-i-volkova-vozbudili-ugolovnoe-delo-o-sozdanii-nekommercheskoy-organizatsii-posyagayuschey-na-prava-grazhdan
https://theins.ru/news/247492
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EĖʦ �ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ ·Ėʦ ûĖÖûÐŅĕÚĖŅʦ ş·Ľʦ laid against Liliya Chanyshevaʬʦ ş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦ ûĖʦ ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʦ
to Article 282.1, Part 3, RCC (organising an extremist organisation) and Article 280, Part 1, 
RCCʦˈĶŊÏďûÐďťʦ·ÖŞĝÐ·ŅûĖðʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽˉʬʦûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦArticle 239, Part 3 RCC (participation 
ûĖʦ·ʦĖĝĖ˂ĶĹĝűŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦÚĖÐĹĝ·Ð÷ûĖðʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦĝïʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽˉʫ

Charges related to the work of the Popular Politics 
YouTube channel
dĖʦ ʋʉʦ dÐŅĝÏÚĹʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦNavalny reportedʦ ûĖʦ ·ʦ ďÚŅŅÚĹʦ ïĹĝĕʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶÚĖ·ďʦ ÐĝďĝĖťʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ·ʦ ĖĝŅûűÐ·-
tion from the Investigative Committee that had reached him of a new criminal charge being 
brought against him spoke of him being ‘Ņ÷ÚʟďÚ·ÖÚĹʟĝïʟ·ʟÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟðĹĝŊĶ˓ʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦ·ďďûÚĽʬʦ
among them Liliya Chanyshevaʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦûĖʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦLeonid Volkov and Ivan Zhdanovʬʦ
who had both emigrated.
�ÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦÏĹĝ·ÖÐ·ĽŅĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ}ĝĶŊď·Ĺʦ}ĝďûŅûÐĽʦ«ĝŊ�ŊÏÚʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʬʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĶʦşÚĹÚʦ
charged with advocating terrorism and extremism (Articles 205.2 and 280 RCCˉʬʦïŊĖÖûĖðʦÚŤ-
tremism (Article 282.3 RCC) and the rehabilitation of Nazism (Article 354.1 RCC).
‘�Ľʟ ï·Ĺʟ ·Ľʟ Eʟ Ð·Ėʟ ŅÚďďʟ ïĹĝĕʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʥʟĕťʟ ðŊûďŅʟ ûĖʟ ÖûĽĽÚĕûĖ·ŅûĖðʟ^·ŭûĽĕʟ ďûÚĽʟ ûĖʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ï·ÐŅʟ Ņ÷·Ņʟ
ĝĖʟ Ņ÷Úʟ}ĝĶŊď·Ĺʟ}ĝďûŅûÐĽʟ�÷·ĖĖÚďʟ¤ĝďČĝŞʟ Ľ·ûÖʟ Ņ÷·Ņʟ ˋ�ĝďĝĖÚďʟ�Ņ·ŊïïÚĖÏÚĹðʟş·Ľʟ Ĺûð÷Ņʟ Ņĝʟ ŅĹťʟ ŅĝʟČûďďʟ
AûŅďÚĹʥʟ÷ÚʟĖÚÚÖÚÖʟČûďďûĖð’ … Everything else is in the same vein. All Popular Politics programmes 
·ĹÚʦŅÚĹĹĝĹʦ·ĖÖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʦşûŅ÷ʦĕÚʦûĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʬ˓ʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦşĹĝŅÚʬʦĶ·Ĺ·Ķ÷Ĺ·ĽûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĝÐŊĕÚĖŅʫʦ
dĖʦʐʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦdeemed it legitimate to prosecute Navalny for funding 
ÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʦ·ĖÖʦĽÚŅŅûĖðʦŊĶʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦïĝĹʦÐĹÚ·ŅûĖðʦ·ʦĖĝĖ˂ĶĹĝűŅʦ
organisation encroaching on the persons and rights of citizens.
]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦ ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʦhad been under investigation against Volkov and Zhdanov for fundraising 
for an extremist organisation (A 282.3, Part 1, RCC) since August 2021 They were accused of up-
ďĝ·ÖûĖðʦ·ʦŞûÖÚĝʬʦÚĖŅûŅďÚÖʦ˒¥ÚʦðĝʦĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦşÚʦĖÚÚÖʦťĝŊĹʦ÷ÚďĶ˓ʦĝĖʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʦ^·Ş·ďĖť˓Ľʦ«ĝŊ�ŊÏÚʦÐ÷·Ė-
ĖÚďʦĝĖʦʎʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦûĖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦşĝĹÖĽʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ^·Ş·ďĖť˓ĽʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦïĝŊĖÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʫ

Prosecutions related to protests in support of Navalny
 ÚĽĶûŅÚʦ÷ûĽʦ ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦÖÚĶĹûŞûĖðʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦĝïʦ ÷ûĽʦ ïĹÚÚÖĝĕʬʦ Ņ÷ÚĹÚʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦ
in support of the politician in 2022. They nearly all took the form of single-person pickets. 
The expression of an opinion in this way was harshly suppressed by the authorities. Picketers 
were detained and administrative charges drawn up. The majority of criminal prosecutions 
·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ^·Ş·ďĖť˓ĽʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦĹÚĕ·ûĖʦďûĖČÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦď·ĹðÚ˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦ
ĝïʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ¥÷·ŅʦûĽʦĕĝĹÚʬʦĽĝĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦĽŅûďďʦÖĹ·ððûĖðʦĝĖʫ

https://mkset.ru/news/2022-09-21/aktivistke-iz-ufy-lilii-chanyshevoy-pred-yavleno-okonchatelnoe-obvinenie-2151177
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/na-navalnogo-zaveli-novoe-ugolovnoe-delo/32093308.html
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/na-navalnogo-zaveli-novoe-ugolovnoe-delo/32093308.html
https://zona.media/news/2022/10/20/nav
https://zona.media/news/2022/11/07/naval
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2021/08/10/881610-posledovat-zhdanova-volkova
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Prosecutions on grounds related to public health [‘Sani-
tary Cases’]
�ïŅÚĹʦď·ĽŅʦťÚ·Ĺ˓Ľʦĕ·ĽĽʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʬʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦŞûĝď·ŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʦ·ĖÖʦÚĶûÖÚĕûĝďĝðťʦ
rules (Article 236, Part 1, RCCˉʦşÚĹÚʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦ^ûŭ÷Ėťʦ^ĝŞðĝĹĝÖʬʦ�·Ĺ·ŅĝŞʦ·ĖÖʦ�·ď·Č-
ovo (Saratov region). The accused were charged with creating a threat of mass infection since 
their calls to take part in protest actions were responded to by a person with coronavirus. 
]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖûŅû·ďʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʦĝïʦÏĹÚ·ČûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʦ·ĖÖʦÚĶûÖÚĕûĝďĝðťʦĹŊďÚĽʦĝĖʦʊʐʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦş·ĽʦĹÚ-
categorised as incitement to break them. A ruling was given against 10 people in Moscow that 
same year whereas the court rulings on four people from other regions were only reached 
Ņ÷Úʦ ïĝďďĝşûĖðʦťÚ·Ĺʫʦ�÷Úʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ ûĖûŅû·ďďťʦ ĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʫʦ EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐ-
es of several of those convicted (ƍďÚðʟ^·Ş·ďĖťʬʦLiubov SobolʬʦMariya AlekhinaʬʦTûĹ·ʟ«·ĹĕťĽ÷ 
and Liusya Shtein) were changed to actual jail time. They had all left Russia. Three regional 
űðŊĹÚĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ˒ĶŊÏďûÐʦ÷Ú·ďŅ÷˓ʦÐ·ĽÚʦ ˈRoman Tregubovʦ ïĹĝĕʦ^ûŭ÷Ėťʦ^ĝŞðĝĹĝÖʬʦDmitry Tsibirov 
from Saratov and Vladimir Nechaev from St. Petersburg) left Russia before their sentences 
şÚĹÚʦĶ·ĽĽÚÖʫʦdĖďťʦĝĖÚʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĶÚĹĽĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ûĖÚÖʬʦNatalya Rezontovaʬʦ·ʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦïĹĝĕʦ^ûŭ÷Ėťʦ
Novgorod. On 24 March the pre-trial conditions against her were changed from a ban on cer-
Ņ·ûĖʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦˈĽ÷ÚʦÐĝŊďÖʦĖĝŅʦŊĽÚʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʦĝĹʦ·ŅŅÚĖÖʦĹ·ďďûÚĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦ÷·ŞÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦ·ĶĶĹĝŞ-
al) to house arrest. Investigators said that the journalist had violated her pre-trial conditions 
ĕÚ·ĽŊĹÚʬʦŅşûÐÚʦş·ďČûĖðʦ·ĹĝŊĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŅťʦÐ·ĹĹťûĖðʦ·ʦÏďŊÚʦ·ĖÖʦťÚďďĝşʦÏ·ðʬʦĝĖÐÚʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖĽÐĹûĶ-
ŅûĝĖʦ˒^ĝʦŅĝʦş·Ĺʫ˓ʦdĖʦʊʍʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ^ûŭ÷ÚðĝĹĝÖĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦûĖʦ^ûŭ÷Ėťʦ^ĝŞðĝĹĝÖʦsentenced 
Rezontova to eighteen months of restricted liberty. The grounds for this decision were that 
Ľ÷Úʦ ÷·ÖʦşĹûŅŅÚĖʦ ûĖʦ ĽĝÐû·ďʦĕÚÖû·ʦ ĝĖʦ ĖŊĕÚĹĝŊĽʦ ĝÐÐ·ĽûĝĖĽʦ ·ÏĝŊŅʦ ÷ĝďÖûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ R·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦ ĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦ
and had also posted ˋÚŤ÷ĝĹŅ·ŅûĝĖĽʟ Ņĝʟ ûĖŞûŅÚʟ Ņ÷Úʟ Ķ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʨĝïʟ ĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ ĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʟ ïĹĝĕʟ ·ĕĝĖðʟ
ïĹûÚĖÖĽʟ·ĖÖʟĹÚď·ŅûŞÚĽ.’
�÷·ĹðÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦş÷ĝʦŊĹðÚÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĕÚÖû·ʦĹÚ·ÖÚĹĽʦŅĝʦ·ŅŅÚĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹ·ďďťʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚÏťʦûĖÐûŅ-
ûĖðʦŅ÷ÚĕʦŅĝʦŞûĝď·ŅÚʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʦ·ĖÖʦÚĶûÖÚĕûĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦĹŊďÚĽʬʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦûĖŞ·ďûÖʫʦ�÷Úťʦ·ĹÚʦĽ÷ĝÐČ-
ûĖðďťʦĽÚďÚÐŅûŞÚʫʦEïʦĽĝĕÚĝĖÚʦĕÚ·ĖŅʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĽÚďï˂ûĽĝď·ŅûĖðʦðĝÚĽʦŅĝʦ·ʦĽ÷ĝĶʦĝĹʦ·ʦÐ·ïÛʬʦĖĝʦĝĖÚʦûĽʦďûČÚďťʦ
to prosecute those establishments because they invite visitors. 
According to the ĝïűÐû·ďʦĽŅ·ŅûĽŅûÐĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÐĝĹĝĖ·ŞûĹŊĽʦûĖïÚÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ʦÖ·ťʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ
December 2020 fell steadily until spring 2021 and went on to be relatively stable. There is no in-
formation in the case to show that the rallies had a negative impact on the epidemiological 
ĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖʫʦEĖʦï·ÐŅʬʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ĶŊÏďûÐʦ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʦÐ·ĽÚ˓ʦĶŊĹĽŊÚÖʦÚŤÐďŊĽûŞÚďťʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦÚĖÖĽʫ

}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʟĹÚď·ŅÚÖʟŅĝʟŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟĶĝďûÐÚʟĝïűÐÚĹĽ
EĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚďťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦĝïʦʋʉʋʊʬʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ
against representatives of the authorities began to be brought (Article 318 RCC). OVD-Info 
counted at least 62 persons involved in such cases in the wake of the winter protests in support 
ĝïʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʫʦEĖʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ĉĝĹûŅťʦĝïʦşÚďď˂ČĖĝşĖʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶ·ĽĽÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ
Even those instances when protestors did indeed resort to violence should be considered 
in the overall context. Actions that started out peacefully were brutally broken up the po-

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/03/24/nizhegorodskoy-figurantke-sanitarnogo-dela-uzhestochili-meru-presecheniya-i
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/14/nizhegorodskuyu-figurantku-sanitarnogo-dela-prigovorili-k-15-godam
https://yandex.ru/covid19/stat?utm_source=main_graph&utm_source=main_notif&geoId=225
https://palace.ovdinfo.org/


129

ďûÐÚʫʦ}ĹĝŅÚĽŅÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦ ïĹÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦÏÚ·ŅÚĖʦŊĶʫʦd¤ ˂EĖïĝʦĝĖʦʋʌʦ R·Ė-
uary alone receivedʦ ĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦ ïĹĝĕʦ ʋʐʦ ÐûŅûÚĽʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶĝďûÐÚʦ ŊĽûĖðʦ ïĝĹÐÚʦ ş÷ÚĖʦĕ·ČûĖðʦ ·ĹĹÚĽŅĽʬʦ
as a result of which at least 64 people were hurt. Rally participants endeavoured to protect 
themselves and others. Sometimes their heightened emotions meant they entered into what 
Ņ÷ÚťʦČĖÚşʦûĖʦ·ÖŞ·ĖÐÚʦş·Ľʦ·ĖʦŊĖÚĸŊ·ďʦűð÷ŅʦşûŅ÷ʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖŅĽʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦ
ĖĝŅʦĝĖÐÚʦ÷·Ľʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦÏÚÚĖʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦŅĝʦÏĝĝČʦïĝĹʦŞûĝď·ŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĹûð÷ŅʦŅĝʦïĹÚÚÖĝĕʦĝïʦ·ĽĽÚĕ-
ÏďťʦĝĹʦïĝĹʦÚŤÐÚĽĽûŞÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦïĝĹÐÚʦÚŞÚĖʦş÷ÚĹÚʦûŅʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦÖĝÐŊĕÚĖŅÚÖʫʦdĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ĹťʬʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦ
participants have pointedly been more harshly punished that is usual in the application of Arti-
cle 318, Part 1, RCC. This is eloquently attested by a Novaya Gazeta investigationʬʦ·ĽʦûĽʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦ
that the punishments were disproportionate to the public danger and the damage done as a re-
ĽŊďŅʦĝïʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʫʦA·ŞûĖðʦ·Ė·ďťĽÚÖʦʊʋʬʉʉʉʦ·ÐÐÚĽĽûÏďÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝĕĶ·ĹÚÖʦŅ÷Úĕʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦðûŞÚĖʦŅĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚşĽĶ·ĶÚĹ˓ĽʦÖ·Ņ·ʦÖÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦĹÚ·Ð÷ÚÖʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦŊĖÚĸŊûŞĝÐ·ďʦÐĝĖÐďŊĽûĝĖʭʦ˒ĽĝÏÚĹʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟĹ·ďďûÚĽʥʟşûŅ÷ʟĖĝʟĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽʟÐĝĖŞûÐŅûĝĖĽʥʟ·Ð-
ÐŊĽÚÖʟĝïʟŊĽûĖðʟŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʥʟ·ĹÚʟĕĝĹÚʟĝïŅÚĖʟðûŞÚĖʟ·ÐŅŊ·ďʟĉ·ûďʟ
ŅûĕÚʟŅ÷·ĖʥʟïĝĹʟÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʥʟ·ʟÖĹŊĖČʟşûŅ÷ʟ·ʟĹÚÐĝĹÖʟş÷ĝʟŅĹûÚÖʟŅĝʟűð÷ŅʟĝïïʟŅ÷ÚʟĶĝďûÐÚ.’
EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶ·ĽĽÚÖʦïĝĹʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦûĖʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦĖûĖÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦďûĖČÚÖʦ
to protest actions in support of Navalny in 2021.
dĖʦʊʋʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʬʦ]ĝĽÐĝş˓ĽʦƑŞÚĹĽČĝûʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced Vyacheslav IgumnovʦŅĝʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ
in a penal colony. The 21-year-old from Moscow was found guilty of hooliganism (Article 213, 
Part 2, RCC) and the use of violence against representatives of the authorities (Article 318 RCC). 
�ťʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖ˓Ľʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʬʦ·Ņʦ·ʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦûĖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦĝĖʦʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʬʦ÷ÚʦďûŅʦ·ʦŲ·ĹÚʦ
·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷ĹÚşʦ ûŅʦ·ŅʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦűďÚĽʬʦ EðŊĕĖĝŞʦ ˒ïŊďďťʟ·ÖĕûŅŅÚÖʟ÷ûĽʟðŊûďŅʟ
·ĖÖʟĹÚðĹÚŅŅÚÖʟş÷·Ņʟ÷Úʟ÷·ÖʟÖĝĖÚ.’
dĖʦʊʑʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹð˓ĽʦWÚĖûĖĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced Eldar Garipov to 18 months 
ûĖʦ ·ʦ ďĝşʦ ĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĶÚĖ·ďʦ ÐĝďĝĖťʫʦ�·ČûĖðʦ ûĖŅĝʦ ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŅûĕÚʦ ĽĶÚĖŅʦĝĖʦ ĹÚĕ·ĖÖʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ
was released in the courtroom. The court found him guilty of violence that did not pose a threat 
to life against a representative of the authorities at a protest in support of Navalny. The ‘Po-
litical Prisoners. Memorial’ Project has studied the case. Eldar Garipov has been recognised 
as a political prisoner.
dĖʦ ʊʉʦ ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ T·ďŊŭ÷ĽČťʦ ÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ ûĖʦ T·ďŊð·ʦ sentencedʦ űŞÚʦ ĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐûŅťʦ ˅ʦ
Artem ZhukovʬʦVladislav LazutkinʬʦSergei LukashinʬʦAleksei Lukyanov and Ƌ·ČĽûĕʟ�ÚĕÚĖĝŞ — 
ŅĝʦïĝŊĹʦťÚ·ĹĽʦÚ·Ð÷ʦûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦïĝĹʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ·Ņʦ·ʦĶĹĝ-
ŅÚĽŅʦûĖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦ̂ ·Ş·ďĖťʦĝĖʦʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĹŊďÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦűð÷ŅûĖðʦŅĝʦïĹÚÚʦ
ĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĝĹĽʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʫʦ³÷ŊČĝŞʬʦWŊČ·Ľ÷ûĖʦ·ĖÖʦ�ÚĕÚĖĝŞʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦ
of the use of violence that posed a threat to the life or health of a representative of the author-
ities (Article 318, Part 2 RCC). Lazutkin was additionally charged with committing a crime that 
did not pose a threat to the life or health of a representative of the authorities (Article 318, 
Part 1 RCC). Lukyanov was charged with two episodes connected to the use of violence that 
did not endanger the life or health of a representative of the authorities (Article 318, Part 1 RCC).
The case against Muscovite �ĖÖĹÚûʟTďûĕ·Ľ÷ÚŞ was actually brought in 2022. His apartment 
ş·Ľʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʦ ĝĖʦ ʌʉʦ ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ ·ïŅÚĹʦ ş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ÷Úʦ ş·Ľʦ ÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ ·ĖÖʦ ď·ŅÚĹʦ ĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦ ûĖʦ ÐŊĽŅĝ-
Öťʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦűďÚĽʦĹÚ·Ð÷ÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝĖʦʌʉʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʫʦ EĖûŅû·ďďťʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦ·ʦşûŅĖÚĽĽʦ
ÏŊŅʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʋʋʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʫ

https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2021/01/29/poziciya-ovd-info-po-massovym-presledovaniyam-v-svyazi-s-akciyami-23-yanvarya#:~:text=%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8%20%D0%BD%D0%B5%C2%A0%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%B5%2064%C2%A0%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BA
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2020/02/13/83892-ya-tebya-zarublyu-musor
https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-59968407
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2022/02/18/v-peterburge-figuranta-dvortsovogo-dela-prigovorili-k-15-goda-kolonii-poseleniia-i-osvobodili-v-zale-suda-news
https://memopzk.org/figurant/garipov-eldar-valerevich/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/03/17/sud-v-kaluge-prigovoril-pyateryh-zhiteley-goroda-k-4-godam-kolonii-po-delu-o
https://zona.media/news/2022/04/01/klmshv
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Prosecutions for hooliganism and damage to property
Criminal cases for hooliganism (Article 213 RCCˉʦ·ĖÖʸĝĹʦÖÚĽŅĹĝťûĖðʦĝĹʦÖ·ĕ·ðûĖðʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹ˓ĽʦĶĹĝĶÚĹ-
ty (Article 167 RCC) were brought against at least 12 people after the winter protests of 2021. A large 
ĶĹĝĶĝĹŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ÷Ú·ĹÖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦĝŊĹʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ ûĖʦʋʉʋʋʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦ
şÚĹÚʦĶ·ĽĽÚÖʦĝĖʦïĝŊĹʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʬʦŅşĝʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦ÷ĝĝďûð·ĖûĽĕʦ·ĖÖʦŅşĝʦĝïʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚʦŅĝʦĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʫʦ
dĖʦʊʉʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʬʦ�ĽÚĖŅĹ·ďĖťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ ûĖʦTĹ·ĽĖĝť·ĹĽČʦgave an unnamed man born in 1988 
a three-year suspended sentence on criminal chargesʦȋïʦ÷ĝĝďûð·ĖûĽĕʦˈArticle 213, Part 2, RCC). 
�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖ˓Ľʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʬʦĝĖʦʋʊʦ�ĶĹûďʦʋʉʋʊʬʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·Ėʦ˒ Ð·ĹĹûÚÖʟĝŊŅʟ·ʟðĹĝĽĽʟĶŊÏďûÐʻĝĹ-
ÖÚĹʟĝïïÚĖÐÚʥʟÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĖðʟÐďÚ·ĹʟÐĝĖŅÚĕĶŅʟïĝĹʟĽĝÐûÚŅťʤʟAÚʟďûŅʟűĹÚşĝĹČĽʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷ĹÚşʟŅ÷ÚĕʟĝĖŅĝʟ·ʟĶÚÖÚĽ-
ŅĹû·ĖûĽÚÖʟĹĝ·Öʟş÷ÚĹÚʟĶÚĝĶďÚʟşÚĹÚʟĽŅ·ĖÖûĖðʟş÷ÚĖʟŅ÷ÚťʟşÚĖŅʟĝïï.’ AccordingʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·Ėʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʬʦ
÷ÚʦďûŅʦ·ʦŲ·ĹÚʦ˒Ņĝʦş·ŅÐ÷ʦûŅʦÏŊĹĖʫ˓ʦ
dĖʦʋʏʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ�ÚĹ·űĕʟTĹ·ŞÐ÷ŊČ and Timur Tsayu were given a two-year suspended sentence 
by Tverskoi district court in Moscow for damaging property (Article 167, Part 2 RCC). According 
ŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦûĖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦ̂ ·Ş·ďĖťʦĝĖʦʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʋʊʬʦÏĝŅ÷ʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʬʦĉŊŞÚ-
ĖûďÚĽʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŅûĕÚʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĽʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦ·ʦðĹĝŊĶʬʦĽŅĹŊÐČʦ·ʦÐ·ĹʦşûŅ÷ʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĶď·ŅÚĽʬʦĶĹÚĽŊĕÚÖʦ
ŅĝʦÏÚďĝĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʫʦTĹ·ŞÐ÷ŊČʦ·ÖĕûŅŅÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦðŊûďŅťʦĝïʦÖÚ·ďûĖðʦŅşĝʦÏďĝşĽʦ˅ ʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûĹĹĝĹʦ
and to the rear bumper. The investigation stated that at least 13 people took part in the attack. 
^ûĖÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦĖĝŅʦÏÚÚĖʦûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʫʦ$·ĹďûÚĹʬʦGleb Borisov and Tiktoker TĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅûĖʟW·ČÚÚŞ were sen-
tenced for the same episode.
dĖʦ ʊʉʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦAnastasiya Ponkina from Izhevsk was found guilty of hooliganism motivat-
ed by political enmity (Article 213, Part 1 (b), RCC). The city’s Oktyabrsky district court gave 
Ņ÷ÚʦťĝŊĖðʦşĝĕ·Ėʦ·ʦŅşĝ˂ťÚ·ĹʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĹŊďûĖðʬʦĝĖʦʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦ
ʋʉʋʊʬʦ}ĝĖČûĖ·ʦ˒ĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʟÏťʟ÷ĝĝďûð·ĖûĽĕʥʟĝĹð·ĖûĽÚÖʟ·ʟĕ·ĹÐ÷ʟĝĖŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟĹĝ·Öş·ťĽʟĝïʟEŭ÷ÚŞĽČˌĽʟÐÚĖ-
ŅĹ·ďʟ ĽŅĹÚÚŅĽʟ ÏťʟĕĝĹÚʟ Ņ÷·Ėʟʄʥʂʂʂʟ ÐûŅûŭÚĖĽ.’ What precisely constituted the act of ‘hooliganism’ 
ûĽʦĖĝŅʦÐď·ĹûűÚÖʫ

Prosecutions for blocking roads
�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦşûĖŅÚĹʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦ̂ ·Ş·ďĖťʬʦ·Ėʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚʦÏďĝÐČûĖðʦĝïʦŅĹ·ĖĽĶĝĹŅʦ
routes (Article 267, Part 1, RCCˉʦÏÚð·ĖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦŊĽÚÖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ
time. It carries a maximum punishment of a year in prison. A lack of legal clarity is inherent 
in this article since it makes prosecution possible not just in the event that damage is caused 
but also for actions that create only the ‘threat’ of adverse consequences. Another feature 
of prosecutions under this article are the attendant civil lawsuits from transport companies 
for alleged losses caused by the activists’ conduct. This is one more aspect of political pressure. 
�ïŅÚĹʦ·ďďʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĕĽʦûĖŞĝďŞÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŞûďʦď·şĽŊûŅĽʦÐ·ĖʦĹÚ·Ð÷ʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĕûďďûĝĖʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ
In 2022 two women who took part in peaceful gatherings in support of Navalny were convicted 
of deliberating blocking transport routes. Both young women were sentenced to time in jail.
dĖʦʊʏʦ]·ťʬʦ]·ðûĽŅĹ·ŅÚʦ$ďÚĖ·ʦT·ŭ·ČĝŞ·ʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦʌʐʉŅ÷ʦĉŊÖûÐû·ďʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦĝïʦ]ĝĽÐĝş˓Ľʦ�ŞÚĹĽČĝûʦÖûĽ-
trict found Muscovite Mariya Chugunova guilty of blocking roads by a group of people by prior 
agreement at a rally on 2 February 2021 (Article 267, Part 1, RCC in conjunction with Article 35, 
Part 2 RCC) and sentenced her to eight months in a general-regime penal colony. The judge 

https://epp.genproc.gov.ru/web/proc_24/mass-media/news?item=69457965
https://24.xn--b1aew.xn--p1ai/news/item/23983061/
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2021/04/23/v-krasnoiarske-vozbudili-ugolovnoe-delo-protiv-uchastnika-aktsii-21-aprelia-iz-za-podzhega-faiera#:~:text=%C2%AB%D1%87%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%8B%20%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%82%D1%8C%2C%20%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BA%20%D0%BE%D0%BD%20%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%82%C2%BB
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/26/v-moskve-dvoih-figurantov-dvorcovogo-dela-prigovorili-k-uslovnomu-sroku
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/10/figurantku-dvorcovogo-dela-anastasiyu-ponkinu-prigovorili-k-dvum-godam
https://mos-sud.ru/370/cases/criminal/details/84e814e3-94f1-4bba-9790-06b2875e9ef0?formType=fullForm&caseNumber=&participant=&uid=&year=&caseDateFrom=&caseDateTo=&caseFinalDateFrom=&caseFinalDateTo=&publishingState=&judge=&caseLegalForceDateFrom=&caseLegalForceDateTo=&hearingRangeDateFrom=16.05.2022&hearingRangeDateTo=16.05.2022&sessionRoom=&sessionRangeTimeFrom=&sessionRangeTimeTo=&sessionType=&docsDateFrom=&docsDateTo=&documentStatus=&documentType=
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·ďĽĝʦïĝŊĖÖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÐď·ûĕ·ĖŅʦ ûĖʦÐûŞûďʦ ď·şĽŊûŅĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦÏťʦ]ĝĽðĝĹŅĹ·ĖĽʦˌŅ÷Úʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦÐûŅťʦĶŊÏ-
ďûÐʦŅĹ·ĖĽĶĝĹŅʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅťˍʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ]ÚŅĹĝʬʦexacting a sum of ʋʬʒʐʉʬʒʌ roubles in favour 
of the űĹĽŅʦ·ĖÖ of ʍʍʑʬʒʋʑ roubles in favour of the second. It is notable that the sum includes 
payment for 219 Mosgortrans buses ‘ïĝĹʟŅĹ·ĖĽĶĝĹŅûĖðʟĶĝďûÐÚʟĝïűÐÚĹĽʟ·ĖÖʟČÚÚĶûĖðʟŅ÷Úĕʟş·Ĺĕ.’ 
They had gone to ‘ĶĹĝŅÚÐŅʟĶŊÏďûÐʟĝĹÖÚĹ’ because of the protest in support of Navalny. The ‘Po-
litical Prisoners. Memorial’ Project has recognised Mariya Chugunova as a political prisoner.
dĖʦʋʏʦ]·ťʬʦRŊÖðÚʦ�ďď·ʦ}·ĖĝŞ·ʦĝïʦ�Ĺť·ĖĽČ˓Ľʦ�ĝŞÚŅĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced �·Ņť·Ė·ʟT·ÏŊďûĖ· 
to a year in a general regime penal colony for deliberately blocking transport and prevent-
ûĖðʦĕĝŅĝĹʦŅĹ·ïűÐʦ·ĖÖʦĶ·ĽĽÚĖðÚĹʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʬʦÐ·ŊĽûĖðʦĕ·ĉĝĹʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚʦˈArticle 267, Part 4, RCC). 
�÷Úʦ ĉŊÖðÚʦ ÏÚďûÚŞÚÖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʬʦ ·Ņʦ ·ʦ ĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦ ĝĖʦ ʋʌʦ R·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦ ʋʉʋʊʬʦ T·ÏŊďûĖ·ʦ ÷·Öʦ ŊĹðÚÖʦ Ķ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦ
to cross the road towards the Burial Mound memorial complex and thereby ‘ĶĝĽÚÖʟ·ʟ Ņ÷ĹÚ·Ņʟ
Ņĝʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ďûŞÚĽʟ·ĖÖʟ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʟĝïʟ·ĖʟŊĖĽĶÚÐûűÚÖʟĖŊĕÏÚĹʟĝïʟĶÚĝĶďÚ’ and created ‘Ņ÷Úʟ Ņ÷ĹÚ·ŅʟĝïʟÖ·ĕ·ðÚʟ
to the property˓ʦ ĝïʦÖĹûŞÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶÚÖÚĽŅĹû·ĖĽʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚĽʦĝïʦ ʊʬʋʌʉʬʑʋʎʫʊʍʦ ĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ
ĽĝŊð÷ŅʦïĹĝĕʦT·ÏŊďûĖ·ʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦEĖŅÚĹĖ·ďʦ�ïï·ûĹĽʦ ûĹÚÐŅĝĹ·ŅÚʦïĝĹʦ�Ĺť·ĖĽČʦĹÚ-
ðûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦʊʑʬʒʍʒʬʌʋʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ ûĹÚÐŅĝĹ·ŅÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ďʦ�ÚĹŞûÐÚʦĝïʦ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖʦ�ĹĝĝĶĽʦ
ïĝĹʦ�Ĺť·ĖĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʫʦdĖʦʊʒʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ�Ĺť·ĖĽČʦ�ÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦĹÚÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʦŅĝʦArticle 267, 
Part 1, RCCʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚÖŊÐÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĕʦÚŤ·ÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦʊʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ�÷Úʦ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]Úĕĝ-
Ĺû·ď˓ʦ}ĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ÷·ĽʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ�·Ņť·Ė·ʦT·ÏŊďûĖ·ʦ·Ľʦ·ʦpolitical prisoner.

Prosecutions for inciting extremism and riots
In 2020 verdicts were reached in at least two cases of publicly inciting extremism (Article 280, 
Parts 1 & 2, RCCʬʦÐ·ĹĹťûĖðʦ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĶÚĖ·ďŅťʦĝïʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅˉʦ·ĖÖʦûĖÐûŅûĖðʦĹûĝŅĽʦ
(Article 212, Part 3, RCCʬʦÐ·ĹĹťûĖðʦ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĶÚĖ·ďŅťʦĝïʦŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅˉʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ
were based on remarks made at rallies in support of Navalny at the beginning of 2021.
dĖʦʋʑʦRŊĖÚʬʦ¤ď·ÖûŞĝĽŅĝČ˓Ľʦ9ĹŊĖŭÚĖĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦgave Roman Belomestnov a suspended sen-
tence of two years in prison for inciting extremism on the internet (Article 280, Part 2, RCC). 
EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦ·ďďĝşÚÖʦŅĝʦŊĽÚʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʦïĝĹʦŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·-
ŅûĝĖ˓Ľʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʬʦÖŊĹûĖðʦĹ·ďďûÚĽʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦĽŊððÚĽŅÚÖʦ˒ĽÚûŭûĖðʟÐĝĽĕĝĖ·ŊŅĽʟ·ĖÖʟĽÚďďĝŅ·ĶûĖðʟ
Ņ÷ÚĕʟŅĝʟĽŅ·ČÚĽʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟĽĸŊ·ĹÚ.’
�ʦʋʉ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦïĹĝĕʦ�ÚŞÚĹĝÖŞûĖĽČʬʦş÷ĝʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦĖ·ĕÚÖʬʦş·ĽʦsentencedʦûĖʦRŊĖÚʦʋʉʋʋʦŅĝʦĖûĖÚʦ
months’ of restricted liberty on charges of inciting riots and participating in them (Article 212, 
Part 3, RCCˉʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦ·ÖĕûŅŅÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦðŊûďŅʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖ˓ĽʦŞûÚşʬʦÐĝĕĕÚĖŅĽʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ
left on one of the social networks contained ‘Ð·ďďĽʟïĝĹʟĹûĝŅĽʥʟ·ÐÐĝĕĶ·ĖûÚÖʟÏťʟŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʥʟĶĝðĹĝĕĽʥʟ
ÖÚĽŅĹŊÐŅûĝĖʟĝïʟĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʟ·ĖÖʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟĹÚĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʟŅĝʟĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽ.’

Prosecutions for repeated violations of the regulations 
governing the holding of public events
EĖʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦûĖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦ̂ ·Ş·ďĖťʬʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦĽÚŞÚĖʦĶÚĝ-
ple for multiple violations of the set procedure for organising or holding a public event (Article 
212.1 RCCˉʦdŞÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽʦĽûŤʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦïĹĝĕʦʋʉʊʎ˂ʋʉʋʉʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝ˂Ð·ďďÚÖʦ˒ ·ÖûĖ˓ʦ�ĹŅûÐďÚʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ
used against eight people.

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/16/moskvichku-prigovorili-k-8-mesyacam-kolonii-po-delu-o-perekrytii-dorog-na
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/16/moskvichku-prigovorili-k-8-mesyacam-kolonii-po-delu-o-perekrytii-dorog-na
https://memopzk.org/figurant/chugunova-mariya-dmitrievna/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/30/figurantke-dvorcovogo-dela-iz-bryanska-naznachili-god-kolonii-obviniv-v
https://memopzk.org/figurant/kabulina-tatyana-alekseevna/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/06/30/primorskogo-aktivista-prigovorili-k-uslovnomu-sroku-po-state-o-prizyvah-k
https://arh.sledcom.ru/news/item/1702263/
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dĖʦʑʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦT·ďûĖûĖðĹ·Ö˓Ľʦ�ĽÚĖŅĹ·ďĖťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced ¤·ÖûĕʟT÷·ûĹŊďďûĖ to one year 
in a general regime penal colony for repeatedly violating the rules of participation in pub-
lic events (Article 212.1 RCC).The prosecution had sought a two-year suspended sentence. 
�÷Úʦ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦ}ĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ÷·ĽʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ¤·ÖûĕʦT÷·ûĹŊďďûĖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦpolitical pris-
onerʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦş·ĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĹŊďûĖðĽʦşÚĹÚʦ÷·ĖÖÚÖʦÖĝşĖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʭʦ
on organising a protest without the approval of the authorities (Article 20.2, Part 2, RCAO) 
ÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦ ûĖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦ·ĖÖʦŅşĝʦűĖÚĽʦĝïʦʋʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊ-
bles for violating the rules for holding a public event (Article 20.2, Part 5, RCAO) for another 
ĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦ ûĖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦĶûÐČÚŅʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅûĖðʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦûĖʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽʫʦ�ʦïĝŊĹŅ÷ʦÚĶûĽĝÖÚʬʦ
T÷·ûĹŊďďûĖ˓ĽʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦ·ʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦûĖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦ̂ ·Ş·ďĖťʦĝĖʦʋʊʦ�ĶĹûďʦʋʉʋʊʬʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕ·ďʦ
grounds for pursuing a criminal case.
dĖʦʋʍʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦdiscontinued a case against Barnaul activist Viktor Rau under 
Ņ÷Úʦ˒ ·ÖûĖ˓ʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʭʦ˒�÷ÚʟûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʟÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʟŅ÷·Ņʟ¤ûČŅĝĹʟ�·ŊˌĽʟ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʟÖûÖʟĖĝŅʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʟ
ĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅʟ·ĖťʟÖ·ĖðÚĹʟŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟĶŊÏďûÐʦʟ÷ûĽʟĽûĖðďÚʻĶÚĹĽĝĖʟĶûÐČÚŅĽʟÐĝĖŅ·ûĖÚÖʟĖĝʟĹÚ·ďʟŅ÷ĹÚ·Ņʟĝïʠ÷·Ĺĕʟ
Ņĝʟ ÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖ·ďďťʟ Ľ·ïÚðŊ·ĹÖÚÖʟ Ş·ďŊÚĽʟ ş÷ûďÚʟ ÐĝĕĕŊĖûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʟ ·ÏĝŊŅʟ ĶŊÏďûÐʟ ĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʟ ŊĶďĝ·ÖÚÖʟ
ŅĝʟĽĝÐû·ďʟĖÚŅşĝĹČĽʟÐĝĖŅ·ûĖÚÖʟĖĝʟ·ÖŞĝÐ·Ðť.’
dĖʦʊʒʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦûĖʦT·ďûĖûĖðĹ·ÖʦĹÚðûĝĖʦdiscontinued the crimi-
nal prosecution of ſŞðÚĖûť·ʟ9ÚÖŊďĝŞ· who was also charged under Article 212.1 RCC. Fedulova 
has faced administrative prosecution on four occasions under the article on ‘rallies’ (Article 
20.2 RCAOˉʭʦïĝĹʦĶûÐČÚŅĽʦûĖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�·ďŅûÐʦ¤·ĖðŊ·ĹÖʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
Resistance (BARS) related to the poisoning of Navalny and for taking part in rallies in sup-
ĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·ĖʦĝĖʦʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦ·ĖÖʦʋʊʦ�ĶĹûďʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ�÷ÚʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦ
was discontinued was the repeal of the district court’s ruling in an administrative case regard-
ing the picket related to the poisoning of Navalny.

Lawsuits brought against the organisers of public protests
�ïŅÚĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĕ·ĽĽʦ ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ ûĖʦ ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦ ĝïʦ ^·Ş·ďĖťʦ ûĖʦ ʋʉʋʊʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ ÚĕÏ·ĹČÚÖʦ
ĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦşûÖÚ˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦĝïʦĶŊŅŅûĖðʦűĖ·ĖÐû·ďʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦĝĖʦŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·ĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦ·ÐŅûŞ-
ûĽŅĽʫʦ�ĝʦ·Ð÷ûÚŞÚʦŅ÷ûĽʬʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦşĝŊďÖʬʦĝïŅÚĖʦ·ĹÏûŅĹ·ĹûďťʬʦÏÚʦĖ·ĕÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽÚĹʦĝïʦ·ʦĶŊÏďûÐʦ
event that did not have the approval of the authorities and expenses would be sought from 
Ņ÷ÚĕʦŅĝʦĶ·ťʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŞÚĹŅûĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦĝĹʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦÚû-
ther to protect them or disperse the protesters. We should note that exacting these sums runs 
ÐĝŊĖŅÚĹʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĹûð÷ŅʦŅĝʦĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʦ·ĽĽÚĕÏďťʭʦĝĹð·ĖûĽÚĹĽʦÐ·ĖĖĝŅʦÏÚʦďû·ÏďÚʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ
ĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦĝÏďûðÚÖʦŅĝʦðŊ·Ĺ·ĖŅÚÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ïÚŅťʦĝïʦ·ĖťʦĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʦð·Ņ÷ÚĹûĖðʬʦ
ûĹĹÚĽĶÚÐŅûŞÚʦĝïʦ÷ĝşʦďÚðûŅûĕ·ŅÚʦŅ÷Úťʦĕûð÷ŅʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹʦûŅʦŅĝʦÏÚʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦĹŊĖĽʦÐĝŊĖ-
ter to the Russian Labour Code since no-one other than an employer may pay staff overtime.
 ÚĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÏď·Ņ·ĖŅďťʦŊĖď·şïŊďʦĖ·ŅŊĹÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦűĖ·ĖÐû·ďʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʬʦÖĝŭÚĖĽʦĝïʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦïĹĝĕʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦ
11 regions were subjected to it in 2022. The overall amount demanded of the presumed organ-
ûĽÚĹĽʦĝïʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦʊʒʦĕûďďûĝĖʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦEĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦĶ·ťĕÚĖŅĽʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ĝĹ-
ð·ĖûĽÚĹĽ˓ʦĝïʦĝĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦşÚĖŅʦ ŅĝʦŞ·ĹûĝŊĽʦĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚĽʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʦ
ĽĝŊð÷ŅʦĕĝĖÚťʦĝĖʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĝÐÐ·ĽûĝĖĽʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦĝïʦʋʌʦ·ĖÖʦʋʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦïĹĝĕʦƍďð·ʟTĝĹĝďÚŞ 
from Bashkortostan.

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/08/kaliningradskogo-aktivista-prigovorili-k-godu-kolonii-po-dadinskoy-state
https://memopzk.org/figurant/hajrullin-vadim-vilevich/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/hajrullin-vadim-vilevich/
https://zona.media/news/2022/01/24/ray
https://zona.media/news/2022/09/23/fedulova
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Arkhangelsk region 
ʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦEgor ButakovʬʦElizaveta BychkovaʬʦOlga Shkolinaʬʦdďð·ʟTŊŭĖÚŅĽĝŞ·ʬʦYury 
ChesnokovʬʦTûĹûďďʟ:ĝďŊÏÐ÷ûČ and Yelena Fokina — amount soughtʦʋʌʌʬʍʏʊʫʐʑʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ
ʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦRuslan AkhmetshinʬʦIlya Leshukov and Dmitry Baturo — amount sought 
ʎʌʋʬʐʋʋʫʊʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ

Republic of Bashkortostan 
ʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦdďð·ʟTĝĕďÚŞ·ʬʦLilia ChanyshevaʬʦIlgam Yanberdin — amount sought 
ʊʬʊʍʒʬʏʊʋʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ
ʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦdďð·ʟTĝĕďÚŞ· — amount soughtʦʊʬʒʍʍʬʒʉʊʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ
}ĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦĝĖʦʋʌʦ·ĖÖʦʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦď·şĽŊûŅʦˈʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅˉʭʦdďð·ʟTĝĕďÚŞ·ʬʦLili-
ya ChanyshevaʬʦIlgam Yanberdin — amount soughtʦʊʋʋʬʏʊʒʫʒʏʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦˈûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ·Ťˉʬʦ
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚÐĝĖÖʦď·şĽŊûŅʦˈʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅˉʭʦdďð·ʟTĝĕďÚŞ· — amount soughtʦʊʏʎʬʊʏʉʫʏʍʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ
(including tax).
}ĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦĝĖʦʋʌʦ·ĖÖʦʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦď·şĽŊûŅʭʦdďð·ʟTĝĕďÚŞ·ʬʦLiliya Chanyshevaʬʦ
Ilgam Yanberdinʦ˅ʦ·ĕĝŊĖŅʦĽĝŊð÷ŅʦʋʐʬʌʏʐʫʒʑʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦˈûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ·ŤˉʬʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚÐĝĖÖʦď·şĽŊûŅʭʦ
dďð·ʟTĝĕďÚŞ·ʦ˅ʦ·ĕĝŊĖŅʦĽĝŊð÷ŅʦʊʋʉʬʎʒʋʫʋʍʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦˈûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ·Ťˉʫ
ʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦOlga Komleva — amount soughtʦʊʊʍʬʊʑʎʫʑʎʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ

Kemerovo region 
}ĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦĝĖʦʋʌʦ·ĖÖʦʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʫʦ�Ņ·ĖûĽď·ŞʟT·ďûĖûÐ÷ÚĖČĝʬʦElizaveta Slavinskaya — amount sought 
ʐʎʋʬʍʉʒʫʌʒʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ

Kirov region 
ʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦMikhail SemenovʬʦVadim Ananin — amount soughtʦʊʉʌʬʌʑʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ

Kurgan region 
}ĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦĝĖʦʋʌʦ·ĖÖʦʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʫʦNikita IlinʬʦSofya LopatinʬʦAleksei Shvarts — amount sought 
ʊʐʏʬʊʊʒʫʉʒʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦˈûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ·ŤˉʬʦVladislav VasilyevʬʦAnton Talykov — amount sought 
ʋʐʎʬʑʌʎʫʑʋʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦˈûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ·Ťˉʫ

Novosibirsk region 
ʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦ�ûĕŊĹʟT÷·ĖĝŞʬʦ�ĖŅĝĖʟT·ĹŅ·ŞûĖ — amount soughtʦʌʬʉʋʍʬʑʐʐʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ
ʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦElena NoskovetsʬʦDaniil MarkelovʬʦSergei BoikoʬʦArkady Yankovskyʬʦ
Aleksandr ShnaiderʬʦVyacheslav YakimenkoʬʦTûĹûďďʟWÚŞÐ÷ÚĖČĝ — amount sought 
ʋʬʐʒʐʬʌʉʏʫʒʎʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦˈûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ·Ťˉʫ

Samara region 
ʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦVadim SheremetevʬʦMikhail NikolaevʬʦEgor AlasheevʬʦMarina Evdokimovaʬʦ
Viktor Sanzhenakov — amount soughtʦʊʊʌʬʍʎʏʫʉʍʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ
ʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦIlya YudinʬʦVadim SheremetevʬʦSergei Podsytnik — amount sought 
ʌʋʋʬʎʏʌʫʎʒʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ
]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦ·ʦŅ·ŤʦĝïʦʐʬʎʏʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦş·Ľʦexacted from each of the defendants.

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/04/07/policiya-arhangelska-trebuet-kompensaciyu-za-pererabotku-silovikov-na
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/04/07/policiya-arhangelska-trebuet-kompensaciyu-za-pererabotku-silovikov-na
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/22/sud-utverdil-vzyskanie-24-millionov-rubley-s-ufimskih-aktivistov-za-rabotu
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/22/sud-utverdil-vzyskanie-24-millionov-rubley-s-ufimskih-aktivistov-za-rabotu
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/19/v-kemerove-sud-vzyskal-s-aktivistov-750-tysyach-rubley-v-polzu-policeyskih
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/01/21/sud-v-kirove-vzyskal-bolshe-100-tysyach-rubley-s-organizatorov-akcii-23
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/02/21/v-novosibirske-vzyskali-bolee-treh-millionov-rubley-za-rabotu-silovikov-na
https://oblsud--sam.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=sud_delo&name_op=case&_id=33249481&_uid=6a4b92f9-2069-4b8a-b9ae-de2d9136624c&_deloId=1540005&_caseType=0&_new=5&_doc=1&srv_num=1
https://oblsud--sam.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=sud_delo&name_op=case&_id=33249481&_uid=6a4b92f9-2069-4b8a-b9ae-de2d9136624c&_deloId=1540005&_caseType=0&_new=5&_doc=1&srv_num=1
https://oblsud--sam.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=sud_delo&name_op=case&_id=33249481&_uid=6a4b92f9-2069-4b8a-b9ae-de2d9136624c&_deloId=1540005&_caseType=0&_new=5&_doc=1&srv_num=1
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St. Petersburg 
}ĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦĝĖʦʋʌʦ·ĖÖʦʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʫʦIrina Fatyanova — amount soughtʦʍʬʉʉʍʬʉʍʉʫʏʌʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ
(including tax).

Sverdlovsk region 
ʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦEvgeny RoizmanʬʦViktoria RaikʬʦIrina NormanʬʦTûĹûďďʟ�ÚĹÚÏĹÚĖĖûČĝŞʬʦ
Sergei Chechenev — amount soughtʦʎʐʌʬʒʒʍʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦˈûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ·Ťˉʫ

Tambov region 
ʋʌʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦYana ZenkinaʬʦVyacheslav NosovʬʦSergei StepanovʬʦAleksandr Chuksinʬʦ
Andrei BelovʬʦSergei SiusinʬʦMariya StruchalinaʬʦViktor Smagin — amount sought 
ʏʒʬʑʎʋʫʋʏʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ
ʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʫʦVladimir FateevʬʦSergei SiusinʬʦVladimir MurzinʬʦMaksim Cherkasov — 
amount soughtʦʌʏʋʬʉʍʏʫʋʏʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ
21 April protest. ŵĖ·Ņĝďťʟ}ĝĶĝŞʬʦVladimir ZhogolevʬʦVladimir Murzin — amount sought 
ʌʋʬʦʊʋʍʫʊʏʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ

Chelyabinsk region 
}ĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦĝĖʦʋʌʦ·ĖÖʦʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʫʦOleg ShamburovʬʦArtem Yambaev — amount sought 
ʊʬʍʋʊʬʑʐʒʫʊʌʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦˈûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ·Ťˉʬʦ�ďÚČĽ·ĖÖĹʟTĝĶÚŞʬʦMariya MakarovaʬʦPavel Strunin — 
amount soughtʦʐʑʌʬʒʉʌʫʊʋʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦˈûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ·Ťˉʫ

Other prosecutions of Navalny supporters
�ťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦĖĝŅʦ·ʦĽûĖðďÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĽÚŅʦŊĶʦÏťʦ̂ ·Ş·ďĖťʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦÐĝŊďÖʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅÚʦïĹÚÚďťʫʦ�ʦĽŊÏĽŅ·ĖŅû·ďʦ
proportion of ACF employees and former coordinators of the Navalny Headquarters had left 
Russia and many who remained were prosecuted for connexions with Navalny’s structures 
in the past. 
The sentence against Andrei BorovikovʬʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦAÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʦ
ûĖʦ�ĹČ÷·ĖðÚďĽČʬʦş·ĽʦďûïŅÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʦûĖʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅʦŅĝʦÏÚʦ÷Ú·ĹÖʦ
·ð·ûĖʫʦ]Ú·Ėş÷ûďÚʬʦ�ĝĹĝŞûČĝŞʦĹÚĕ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦʊʦ�ĶĹûďʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹČ÷·ĖðÚďĽČʦ
Regional Court sentenced him once again to two years and three months in a penal colo-
ny on the blatantly unfounded charge of disseminating pornography when he posted a clip 
of the group Rammstein.
A new case was also brought in Arkhangelsk against the former photographer of the Nav-
·ďĖťʦAÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʬʦRuslan AkhmetshinʫʦEĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚ-
nal colony for rehabilitating Nazism (Article 354.1, Parts 2 and 4, RCC). The Court felt that 
Akhmetshin had been rehabilitating Nazism when he called Russia’s 9 May celebrations 
˒·ʦŅ·ÐČťʦÐ·ĹĖûŞ·ď˓ʦĝĖʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦ·ĖÖʦş÷ÚĖʦ÷ÚʦÐď·ûĕÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ����ʦ·ĖÖʦ:ÚĹĕ·Ėťʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ
allies for two years and had together occupied Poland. Akhmetshin was also compelled 
ŅĝʦĶ·ťʦʊʑʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹČʦĝïʦÚŤĶÚĹŅʦĶĽťÐ÷ĝďĝðûĽŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ûĽŅĝĹû·ĖĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦïĝĹĕÚÖʦĶ·ĹŅʦ
of the investigation.
EĖʦ  ·ðÚĽŅ·Ėʦ ûĖʦ ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ïĝĹĕÚĹʦ ÷Ú·Öʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ďĝÐ·ďʦ ^·Ş·ďĖťʦ AÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʦ ş·Ľʦ remand-

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/04/01/sud-v-arhangelske-ostavil-bez-izmeneniy-prigovor-eks-glave-mestnogo-shtaba
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/26/byvshego-operatora-arhangelskogo-shtaba-navalnogo-prigovorili-k-dvum-s
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/12/delo-protiv-eks-glavy-shtaba-navalnogo-v-dagestane-peredali-v-sud
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ed in custody after a search. The search at the home of Eduard Ataev allegedly discovered 
·ʦĶûĽŅĝďʬʦ·ʦ÷·ĖÖ˂ðĹÚĖ·ÖÚʦ·ĖÖʦÖĹŊðĽʫʦEĖûŅû·ďďťʬʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦĶĝĽĽÚĽĽûĖðʦ·ĖʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚʦÖÚŞûÐÚʦşÚĹÚĹʦ
brought against the activist (Article 222.1 RCCˉʬʦ·ĖÖʦď·ŅÚĹʦǳʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦĶĝĽĽÚĽĽûĖðʦÖĹŊðĽʦˈArticle 
228 RCCˉʫʦ�Ņ·ÚŞʦÐď·ûĕĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦÚĖʦĹĝŊŅÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ·ʦĶ·ÐČÚŅʦş·ĽʦĶď·ĖŅ-
ed on him while the handle of the pistol and the grenade were placed in his hands. Not only 
ÖûÖʦ÷ÚʦĖĝŅʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ĖťʦÖĹŊðĽʦûĖʦ÷ûĽʦĶĝĽĽÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦ÷ÚʦĽ·ûÖʬʦÏŊŅʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĖÚŞÚĹʦŊĽÚÖʦ·Ėťʫʦ�Ņ·ÚŞʦşĹĝŅÚʦ
a statement accusing the law enforcement agencies of committing a crime. He believes he is be-
ing prosecuted for his political activities.

3.3. Other prosecutions violating 
the right to freedom of association 
dĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŞÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦĽŅÚĶĶÚÖʦŊĶʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÚï-
forts to remove threats posed by civil society associations that were not under state control 
·ĖÖʦĕûð÷ŅʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽʦŞûÚşĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖûïïÚĹÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĝĶûĖûĝĖĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦŅ÷ûĽʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖʬʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦĝĖʦŞ·ĹûĝŊĽʦ
civil society structures was markedly increased. The year began with the completion of legal 
proceedings formalising the authorities’ decision to close down the key organisations of Me-
morial and ended with the initiation of such a procedure against the Moscow Helsinki Group.
Activists were also prosecuted. Most prosecutions were linked to anti-war activism but many 
ĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦÏťʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦĽŊĶĶĹÚĽĽÚÖʦ˅ʦŊĹÏ·ĖʦÐĝĖĽÚĹŞ·ŅûĝĖʬʦÚĖŞûĹĝĖĕÚĖŅ·ďʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽĕʬʦ
the defence of labour rights and more.
¤·ĹûĝŊĽʦûĖĽŅĹŊĕÚĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦĶŊŅʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦĝĖʦÐûŞûďʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʭʦûĖÐďŊĽûĝĖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅʦĝïʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ
·ðÚĖŅĽ˓ʬʦ ûĖÐďŊĽûĝĖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅʦĝïʦ ˒ŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚ˓ʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ ď·şĽŊûŅĽʦŅĝʦ·ÏĝďûĽ÷ʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦÐďĝĽŊĹÚʦĝïʦĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚʦĝïűÐÚĽʬʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĽʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽ-
trative and criminal prosecution of activists.
Bearing in mind that one of the main aims of repression is censorship and the purging from 
Ņ÷ÚʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦĽĶ·ÐÚʦĝïʦĝĶûĖûĝĖĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦĹŊĖʦÐĝŊĖŅÚĹʦŅĝʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĝĖÚĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦÏÚð·ĖʦĕĝĹÚʦ
frequently to enforce laws on ‘foreign agents’ and ‘undesirable organisations’ against the me-
dia. Many editors were forced to leave Russia or to cease activity altogether.

3.3.1. Designation of organisations as ‘unde-
sirable’ 
Amendments were made in 2022 to �ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʊʆʤʃʟ���ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚĽʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦďû·ÏûďûŅťʦïĝĹʦĝĹ-
ganising the activity of ‘undesirable’ organisations and for participation in them. The amend-
ments extended liability to apply even where an organisation operates entirely outside Russia. 

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/12/delo-protiv-eks-glavy-shtaba-navalnogo-v-dagestane-peredali-v-sud
https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-60557468
https://t.me/RomashkaTea/1471
https://sozd.duma.gov.ru/bill/130406-8
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There was a very substantial increase in the list of ‘undesirable’ organisations during the year. 
EŅʦĹĝĽÚʦÏťʦʋʊʦĖĝĖ˂ĶĹĝűŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦĕÚÖû·ʦĝŊŅďÚŅĽʦˈïĹĝĕʦʋʉʊʎʬʦş÷ÚĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦş·ĽʦûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚÖʦûĖŅĝʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʬʦŊĖŅûďʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚðûĖĖûĖðʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦûĖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦşĝĹÖĽʬʦ·ʦĶÚĹûĝÖʦĝïʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦĽûŤʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦ
49 organisations have been included in the list).
The addition of each new organisation in the list is a heavy blow to civil society in Russia. 
An ‘undesirable’ organisation is obliged to wind down its presence in the country and to rule 
out contacts with people and organisations that remain in Russia or to make these as little 
public as possible.
We do not here list all those organisations included in the ‘undesirables’ list but we note organ-
ûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦďûĖČÚÖʦĕĝĹÚʦÐďĝĽÚďťʦŅĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦŅ÷·Ėʦ·Ėťş÷ÚĹÚʦÚďĽÚʬʦĽûĖÐÚʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ
inclusion on the list creates the greatest number of risks.
dĖʦʎʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷ÚʦRŊĽŅûÐÚʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦdesignated the media outlet Vazhnye istoriiʦˌ‘Important Sto-
ries˓ˍʦ˒ŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚʫ˓ʦdĖʦʊʊʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷Úʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ďʦ�ÚĹŞûÐÚʦïĝĹʦ�ŊĶÚĹŞûĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ĝĕĕŊĖûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦEĖïĝĹ-
ĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ�ÚÐ÷Ėĝďĝðťʦ·ĖÖʦ]·ĽĽʦ]ÚÖû·ʦˈ�ĝĽČĝĕĖ·ÖŭĝĹˉʦÏďĝÐČÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖ˓ĽʦşÚÏĽûŅÚʬʦ·ďďÚð-
edly for ‘ĶĝĽŅûĖðʟŊĖĹÚďû·ÏďÚʟĽĝÐû·ďďťʻĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʟûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖ’ about the Russian attack on Ukraine. 
Vazhnye istorii was founded by journalists from Russia but was registered in Latvia because 
ĝïʦ ÐĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅʦ Ņ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦ ïĹĝĕʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʫʦ �÷Úʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦ ïĝÐŊĽÚÖʦĝĖʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ
many of which have attracted a great deal of public attention and were negatively received 
ÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʫʦEĖʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ¤·ŭ÷ĖťÚʦûĽŅĝĹûûʦş·ĽʦûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅʦĝïʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅĽʫ˓
dĖʦʏʦ]·ťʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦCrimea Human Rights Group was recognised as ‘undesirable.’ This Ukrainian 
ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĹÚÐĝĹÖÚÖʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦûŅĽʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦşĝĹČûĖðʦûĖʦÐďĝĽÚʦÐĝĖŅ·ÐŅʦ
şûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐĝŊĖŅÚĹĶ·ĹŅĽʫʦ�÷Úʦ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʦ:ÚĖÚĹ·ď˓ĽʦdïűÐÚʦÏÚďûÚŞÚĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦ
of the Ukrainian human rights activists ‘ĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅʟ·ʟŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅʟŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖ·ďʟĝĹÖÚĹʟ·ĖÖʟĽÚÐŊ-
ĹûŅťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ.’ 
dĖʦʊʎʦRŊďťʬʦThe Insider was designated ‘undesirable.’ That same evening the project’s website 
ş·ĽʦÏďĝÐČÚÖʫʦ}ĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦûŅĽʦÚÖûŅĝĹ˂ûĖ˂Ð÷ûÚïʦRoman Dobrokhotov had been 
placed on the media register of ‘foreign agents.’ The Insider is a media outlet founded by Rus-
Ľû·ĖĽʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ĽĶÚÐû·ďûĽÚĽʦ ûĖʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽĕʫʦ EĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʬʦ ûŅʦ ŅĝĝČʦĶ·ĹŅʦ ûĖʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖĽʦ
ûĖŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝûĽĝĖûĖðĽʦĝïʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʬʦ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʦT·Ĺ·˂]ŊĹŭ·ʬʦ ĕûŅĹťʦ�ťČĝŞʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʦş÷ĝʦïÚďďʦ
victim to the Russian security services. Its journalists also published an investigation into sur-
ŞÚûďď·ĖÐÚʦĝïʦ�ĝĹûĽʦ^ÚĕŅĽĝŞʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦ÷ûĽʦĕŊĹÖÚĹʦ ·ĖÖʦĕ·ĖťʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʫʦdĖʦʍʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ ĝÏĹĝČ÷ĝŅĝŞʦ
was arrested in absentia by the Lefortovsky district court at the request of the FSB for illegally 
crossing the border.
We note also that Bellingcatʬʦ·ĖʦûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽĕʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʬʦş·ĽʦÖÚĽûðĖ·Ņ-
ed ‘undesirable’ at the same time as The Insider. A substantial proportion of its investigations 
are about Russia.

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/03/05/minyust-priznal-vazhnye-istorii-i-amerikanskuyu-associaciyu-razvitiya
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/06/genprokuratura-priznala-krymskuyu-pravozashchitnuyu-gruppu-nezhelatelnoy
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/07/15/genprokuratura-rossii-priznala-deyatelnost-bellingcat-insider-i-ceeli
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/04/lefortovskiy-sud-moskvy-zaochno-arestoval-redaktora-insider-romana
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3.3.2. Prosecutions of individuals for associ-
ation with ‘undesirable’ organisations 
One of the features of the ‘undesirable organisations’ legislation is the prospect of criminal 
ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦïĝĹʦĕ·Ė·ðûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĖðʦûĖʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ^:dĽʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦïĝĹʦÐĝďď·ÏĝĹ·ŅûĖðʦ
şûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚĕʫʦEĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦşÚĹÚʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅʦŅĝʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ·ĖÖʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʫ
Ƒ÷Úʦproceedingsʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʦĝïʦdĶÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦAndrei PivovarovʬʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦ
ûĖʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺʫʦ

Prosecution of Open Russia 
In April 2017, the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʟ:ÚĖÚĹ·ďˌĽ dïűÐÚʟ·ÖÖÚÖʟŅşĝ �ĹûŅûĽ÷ʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʠʾʟ
dĶÚĖʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟ�ûŞûÐʟ]ĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʟ·ĖÖ d� ˁdŅČĹťŅ·ť·ʟ�ĝĽĽûť·˂ʠʾʟŅĝ the list of ˋŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚˌʟ
ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʤʟ�ĝŅ÷ʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʟşÚĹÚʟïĝŊĖÖÚÖʟÏť ]ûČ÷·ûďʟT÷ĝÖĝĹČĝŞĽČťʥʟ· former 
�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟĝďûð·ĹÐ÷ʟ·ĖÖ ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹʟş÷ĝ ĽÚĹŞÚÖʟŅÚĖ years in prison. He ş·Ľ Ķ·ĹÖĝĖÚÖʟ
by Putin in ʄʂʃʅʟ·ĖÖ in ÚïïÚÐŅʟÚŤûďÚÖʟïĹĝĕʟŅ÷Ú ÐĝŊĖŅĹťʤʟ�ďĝĖðʟşûŅ÷ʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʟ
T÷ĝÖĝĹČĝŞĽČťʟÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʟŅ÷Ú dĶÚĖʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟ}ŊÏďûÐʟ^ÚŅşĝĹČʟ]ĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʟˁd^]˂ʟûĖ ^ĝŞÚĕ-
ber 2016. A ĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚʟĝï the }ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʟ:ÚĖÚĹ·ďˌĽ dïűÐÚʥʟ�ďÚČĽ·ĖÖĹʟTŊĹÚĖĖĝûʥʟ·Ľ-
ĽŊĹÚÖʟŅ÷Ú ĕÚÖû·ʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷Ú ÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅûĝĖʟĝï the �ĹûŅûĽ÷ʟ^:dĽʟ·Ľ ˋŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚˌʟşĝŊďÖʟĖĝŅ ·ïïÚÐŅʟ
the şĝĹČʟĝï the �ŊĽĽû·ĖʟĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʟˁˋdŊĹ ŊĖÖÚĹŅ·ČûĖðĽʟÐĝĖÐÚĹĖʟĝĖďťʟ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖĽʟĹÚðûĽ-
ŅÚĹÚÖʟûĖ Britain,’ he ÚĕĶ÷·ĽûĽÚÖ˂ʤʟ^ÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʥʟûĖ ʄʂʃʊʥʟĕ·ĖťʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʟûĖ the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ
ˋdŅČĹťŅČ·ˌʟˁdĶÚĖʟ�ŊĽĽû·˂ʟşÚĹÚʟĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʟïĝĹ ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʟĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʥʟ·ĖÖ ĽûĖÐÚʟŅ÷Ú be-
ginning of ʄʂʃʋʟŅ÷Úťʟ÷·ŞÚʟÏÚÚĖʟÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʟŊĖÖÚĹʟ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʊʆʤʃ of the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ�ĝÖÚʤʟ
It is important to note that it ş·Ľ the Ņşĝ �ĹûŅûĽ÷ʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʟŅ÷·ŅʟşÚĹÚʟÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʟ
as ˋŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚˌʥʟ·ĖÖ the ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʥʟĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʟ·ĖÖ ĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʟĝï the �ŊĽĽû·ĖʟdĶÚĖʟ�ŊĽ-
Ľû·ʟĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʟÖĝ not ûĖÖûÐ·ŅÚʟ·Ėť ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Úĕʤʟ�÷Ú ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖˌĽ position that 
the similarity of their names is ĽŊïűÐûÚĖŅʟŅĝ ÐĝĖÐďŊÖÚʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ÚĽÚʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʟ·ĹÚ ûÖÚĖŅû-
Ð·ďʥʟ·ĖÖ that the ď·ÐČʟĝï registration of the dĶÚĖʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Ú �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ]ûĖ-
istry of RŊĽŅûÐÚʟĕÚ·ĖĽʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ÚĹÚʟûĽ no ĽŊÐ÷ʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʥʟÖĝÚĽʟĖĝŅ ĽŅ·ĖÖʟŊĶ to ĽÐĹŊ-
tiny (the ď·ş ÖĝÚĽʟĖĝŅ ĹÚĸŊûĹÚʟĹÚðûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʟĝï these types of ĶŊÏďûÐʟ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖĽ˂ʤʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ
ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʟïĝĹ ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ʟdĶÚĖʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟÖûÖ not ÐÚ·ĽÚʟÚŞÚĖʟ·ïŅÚĹʟŅ÷Ú ONM ĽÚďïʻÖûĽ-
Ï·ĖÖÚÖʟĝĖ 30 ]·ĹÐ÷ʟʄʂʃʋʟ·ĖÖ ÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʟ· �ŊĽĽû·ĖʟĖĝĖʻðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅ·ďʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟ
ˁ�^:d˂ʟ· Ö·ť later, in an ŊĖĽŊÐÐÚĽĽïŊďʟÏûÖ to get ĹÚðûĽŅÚĹÚÖʟ·Ľ a �ŊĽĽû·ĖʟďÚð·ďʟÚĖŅûŅťʤʟ

After the State Duma approved amendments increasing liability for collaboration with unde-
ĽûĹ·ÏďÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ ûĖʦ·ʦűĹĽŅʦ ĹÚ·ÖûĖðʦĝĖʦ ʊʑʦ]·ťʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦdĶÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ�^:dʦ�ĝ·ĹÖʦvoted 
ĝĖʦʋʐʦ]·ťʦûĖʦï·ŞĝŊĹʦĝïʦ·ʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦŅĝʦÖûĽĽĝďŞÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ĽʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÖĝĶŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦ·ĕÚĖÖ-
ment ‘şĝŊďÖʟĕ·ČÚʟûŅʟĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʟŅĝʟûĕĶĹûĽĝĖʟ·ĖťĝĖÚʟş÷ĝʟÐĝďď·ÏĝĹ·ŅÚĽʟşûŅ÷ʟdĶÚĖʟ�ŊĽĽû·.’
 ÚĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷ûĽʦĕĝŞÚʬʦĝĖʦʌʊʦ]·ťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚĖʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦÚŤÚÐŊŅûŞÚʦÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʦĝïʦdĶÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ�ĖÖĹÚûʦ}ûŞ-
ĝŞ·ĹĝŞʬʦş·ĽʦremovedʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹð˂¥·ĹĽ·şʦŲûð÷Ņʦ·Ņʦ}ŊďČĝŞĝʦ·ûĹĶĝĹŅʦ·ĖÖʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʫʦ}ûŞ-
ĝŞ·ĹĝŞʦş·ĽʦŅ·ČÚĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦĝïűÐÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʫʦEŅʦĽŊÏĽÚ-
quently transpired that a criminal case had been brought against him under Article 284.1 RCCʬʦ
Ņ÷ĝŊð÷ʦĖĝŅʦûĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʬʦÏŊŅʦûĖʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦŅ·ČÚĖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦÏÚûĖðʦûĖŅÚĹĹĝð·ŅÚÖʦ
and his home searched.

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/07/15/sud-v-krasnodare-prigovoril-eks-direktora-otkrytoy-rossii-pivovarova-k
https://ovd.news/express-news/2021/05/27/otkrytaya-rossiya-prinyala-reshenie-o-likvidacii
https://ovd.news/express-news/2021/05/31/protiv-byvshego-direktora-otkrytoy-rossii-vozbudili-ugolovnoe-delo
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�÷ÚʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦĝĶÚĖÚÖʦĝĖʦʋʒʦ]·ťʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĽûĽʦĝïʦ·ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʦïĝĹʦ�ĝĕ-
Ï·ŅûĖðʦ$ŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʦÖĹ·şĖʦŊĶʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦÖ·ťʬʦûʫÚʫʦ·ïŅÚĹʦdĶÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÖûĽĽĝďŞÚÖʬʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝĖŅĹ·Ĺťʦ
to the following note to Article 284.1 RCCʭʦ˒�ĖʟûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʟş÷ĝʟ÷·ĽʟŞĝďŊĖŅ·ĹûďťʟÐÚ·ĽÚÖʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʟ
ûĖʟŅ÷Úʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟĝïʟ·ʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĝĹʟûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟ^:dʟûĖʟĹÚĽĶÚÐŅʟĝïʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟ·ʟÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʟ÷·ĽʟÏÚÚĖʟŅ·ČÚĖʟ
ŅĝʟÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚʟûŅĽʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟ·ĽʟŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚʟĝĖʟŅ÷ÚʟŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟĽ÷·ďďʟÏÚʟÚŤÚĕĶŅÚÖʟ
ïĹĝĕʟÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟďû·ÏûďûŅťʟûïʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʟÖĝʟĖĝŅʟÐĝĖŅ·ûĖʟ·ĖťʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʟĝïʟ·ʟÐĹûĕÚ.’
dĖʦʋʦRŊĖÚʬʦRŊÖðÚʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʦTĹ·ĽĖĝĶÚÚŞʦĝïʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺ˓Ľʦ}ÚĹŞĝĕ·ûĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦordered Pivo-
varov to be remanded in custody.
dĖʦʑʦRŊĖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·ĹʦĹÚðûĝĖʦĝïűÐÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦcharged Pivovarov 
under Article 284.1 RCC. The investigation accused him of publishing materials by the United 
 ÚĕĝÐĹ·ŅĽʦÐĝĖŅ·ûĖûĖðʦïŊĖÖĹ·ûĽûĖðʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďĽʦĝĖʦ9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦûĖʦTĹ·Ľ-
ĖĝÖ·Ĺʬʦ·Ľʦ}ûŞĝŞ·ĹĝŞʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďʦ·Ņʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦʊʌʭʉʉʦĝĖʦʊʋʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʋʉʋʉʬʦş÷ûďÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�÷ÚČ-
ûĽŅĝŞʦ}ĹĝĽĶÚČŅʦĖÚûð÷ÏĝŊĹ÷ĝĝÖʦûĖʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦ}ûŞĝŞ·ĹĝŞʦş·ĽʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦűĖÚÖʦ
ŅşûÐÚʦʎʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦArticle 20.33 RCAO in connection with his participation in the fol-
ďĝşûĖðʦdĶÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʭ

• dĖʦʌʦRŊďťʦʋʉʊʒʦ˅ʦÏťʦ·ʦĕ·ðûĽŅĹ·ŅÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ^ûŭ÷Ėťʦ^ĝŞðĝĹĝÖʦĉŊÖûÐû·ďʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ^ĝʫʦʐʦïĝĹʦĝĹ-
ganising the Free People forum on 7 April 2019 (enacted on 23 December 2019);

• dĖʦ ʋʋʦ RŊďťʦ ʋʉʊʒʦ ˅ʦ Ïťʦ ·ʦ ĕ·ðûĽŅĹ·ŅÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �Ņʫʦ }ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦ ĉŊÖûÐû·ďʦ ÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ
^ĝʫʦʍʎʦïĝĹʦŅşĝʦĶĝĽŅĽʦĝĖʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦdĶÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·˓Ľʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖÚʦĶĝĽŅʦÐ·ďďûĖðʦ
ĝĖʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦŅĝʦðĝʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ]ĝŅ÷ÚĹĽ˓ʦ�·ðÚʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦûĖʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ
as for organising a protest on 9 March 2019 (enacted on 14 October 2019).

dĖʦ ʊʎʦ RŊĖÚʬʦ TĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺʦ �ÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ �ĝŊĹŅʦ ÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ĶĶÚ·ďʦ űďÚÖʦ Ïťʦ }ûŞĝŞ·ĹĝŞ˓Ľʦ ď·şťÚĹĽʦ
and upheld the ruling that he be remanded in custodyʦˈĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʬʦ}ûŞĝŞ·ĹĝŞ˓ĽʦŅÚĹĕʦûĖʦÐŊĽ-
ŅĝÖťʦş·ĽʦĹÚĶÚ·ŅÚÖďťʦÚŤŅÚĖÖÚÖˉʫʦ ŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ĹûĖðʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦűďÚÖʦ·ʦĽŊÏĕûĽĽûĝĖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ}ûŞĝ-
Ş·ĹĝŞ˓Ľʦ9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦş·Ľʦĕ·Ė·ðÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʉʦÏťʦ]·Ĺûť·ʦTŊŭĖÚŅĽĝŞ·ʬʦ·ĖʦdĶÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅ-
ÚĹʬʦ·ĖÖʦĕÚÖû·ʦÚŤĶÚĹŅʬʦş÷ĝʦûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅďťʦĹÚĶĝĽŅÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĖûŅÚÖʦ ÚĕĝÐĹ·ŅĽ˓ʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďʫʦ}ûŞĝŞ·ĹĝŞʦ
and his lawyers also asked the court to transfer the case to the defendant’s place of residence 
in St. Petersburg. The politician pointed out that ‘TŊÏ·ĖˌĽʟď·şʟÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʟ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʟ·ĖÖʟĉŊÖðÚĽʟ
÷·ÖʟÏÚÚĖʟďÚ·ĖŅʟĝĖʟŅĝʟŅĹÚ·Ņʟ÷ûĕʟ·Ľʟ·ĖʟÚĖÚĕťʥʟ·ĖÖʟ÷ûĽʟĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʟŅ÷ÚĹÚʟş·Ľʟ·ʟïĝĹÚðĝĖÚʟÐĝĖÐďŊĽûĝĖ.’ 
AĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦŅŊĹĖÚÖʦÖĝşĖʦ÷ûĽʦĕĝŅûĝĖʫ
dĖʦʊʎʦRŊďťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺ˓ĽʦWÚĖûĖĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ�ĖÖĹÚûʦ}ûŞĝŞ·ĹĝŞʦŅĝʦïĝŊĹʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦ
ûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦRŊÖðÚʦ^·Ņ·ďûť·ʦEĽ·ČĝŞ·ʦ·ďĽĝʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦïĹĝĕʦ
engaging in civil society and political activities for eight years.
The project ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ has recognised Andrei Pivovarov as a political prisoner.
dĖʦʋʊʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦLeonid Malyavin was convictedʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·ĹʦĹÚðûĝĖʦïĝĹʦ÷ûĽʦ·Ľ-
ĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦdĶÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʫʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺ˓Ľʦ}ÚĹŞĝĕ·ûĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦïĝŊĖÖʦ
him guilty of participation in an ‘undesirable’ organisation’ (Article 284.1 RCC) and sentenced 
÷ûĕʦ Ņĝʦ ·ʦ ĝĖÚ˂ťÚ·Ĺʦ ĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦ ïĝĹʦ ĹÚĶĝĽŅûĖðʦ ·Ėʦ dĶÚĖʦ ]ÚÖû·ʦ ĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ ş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
the court deemed to be associated with Open Russia. The absurdity of the court’s decision 
becomes blatant when we consider that the publication was a popular science article about 
Spanish scientists in China creating a viable ape-human embryo. The activist was also given 
two years’ probation and will have to report monthly to the Penal Enforcement Inspectorate.
On 27 May Nizhny Novgorod’s Savetsky district court sentenced Mikhail Iosilevichʬʦ ĹÚÐ-

https://ovd.news/express-news/2021/06/02/v-krasnodare-byvshemu-direktoru-otkrytoy-rossii-andreyu-pivovarovu-izbrali
https://ovd.news/express-news/2021/06/08/eks-direktoru-otkrytoy-rossii-pivovarovu-predyavili-obvinenie-po-delu-o
https://ovd.news/express-news/2021/06/02/v-krasnodare-byvshemu-direktoru-otkrytoy-rossii-andreyu-pivovarovu-izbrali#:~:text=%D0%9F%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%20%D0%B2%C2%A0%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5.-,15%C2%A0%D0%B8%D1%8E%D0%BD%D1%8F%2013%3A51,-%D0%9A%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9%20%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B9%20%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B4
https://memopzk.org/figurant/pivovarov-andrej-sergeevich/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/02/21/krasnodarskogo-aktivista-prigovorili-k-godu-uslovno-po-state-o-nezhelatelnoy
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/27/nastoyatelya-hrama-letayushchego-makaronnogo-monstra-mihaila-iosilevicha
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ŅĝĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ9ďťûĖðʦ}·ĽŅ·ʦ]ĝĖĽŅÚĹʦ�ÚĕĶďÚʬʦŅĝʦĝĖÚʦťÚ·Ĺʦ·ĖÖʦÚûð÷ŅʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʦûĖʦ·ʦďĝşʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĶÚ-
nal colony in for collaboration with an ‘undesirable organisation’ — Open Russia (Article 
284.1 RCCˉʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ÐŅŊ·ďʦŅÚĹĕʦĝïʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʬʦŅ·ČûĖðʦûĖŅĝʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŅûĕÚʦĽĶÚĖŅʦûĖʦ·ʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦ
ÐÚĖŅĹÚʬʦ·ĕĝŊĖŅÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ĶĶĹĝŤûĕ·ŅÚďťʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʫʦdĖʦʊʒʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ}·ĽŅ·ï·Ĺû·Ėʦş·ĽʦĹÚ-
ďÚ·ĽÚÖʫʦ�÷ûĽʦş·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦĹÚ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦûĖʦ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦÐĝďď·ÏĝĹ·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ˒ŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚ˓ʦĝĹ-
ganisations. Two reports on alleged collaboration with Open Russia and the training which 
IosilevichʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦ·Ņʦ÷ûĽʦĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʬʦĽÚĹŞÚÖʦ·ĽʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦïĝĹʦÏĹûĖðûĖðʦ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦ
on ‘undesirable organisations.’
We have already mentioned the lack of any proven links between the Russian organisation 
and the two British organisations deemed ‘undesirable’ in the Open Russia prosecution brief. 
But even the investigation’s allegation of Iosilevich’s participation in the Russian Open Rus-
Ľû·ʦûĽʦ·ʦï·ÏĹûÐ·ŅûĝĖʫʦEĖʦï·ÐŅʬʦ÷ÚʦûĽʦÏÚûĖðʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦĕÚĹÚďťʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʬʦ·Ľʦ·ĖʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʬʦ
÷Úʦ÷·Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĽĝŊĹÐÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕʦĝïʦĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ÚʦûĽʦĹÚ·ÖťʦŅĝʦĹÚĖŅʦĝŊŅʦŅĝʦÚĖŅûŅûÚĽʦĝŊŅʦĝïʦï·ŞĝŊĹʦ
with the authorities to carry out entirely legal political and public activities. In this particular 
Ð·ĽÚʬʦEĝĽûďÚŞûÐ÷ʦĝïïÚĹÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ:ĝďĝĽʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʦïĝĹʦŅĹ·ûĖûĖðʦĝÏĽÚĹŞÚĹĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ̂ ûŭ÷-
ny Novgorod Duma elections. This was an event conducted by Golos and had nothing to do with 
dĶÚĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ�ÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ:ĝďĝĽʦ]ĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʦïĝĹʦ9·ûĹʦ$ďÚÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ«·ÏďĝČĝʦ}·ĹŅťʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦďĝÐ·ďʦ̂ ·Ş·ďĖťʦďĝÐ·ďʦ÷Ú·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʦÐď·ûĕʦŅ÷·ŅʦûŅʦş·ĽʦŅ÷Úťʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĝĹ-
ganised the talk for observers.
EĖʦ ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĝĹûðûĖ·ďʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ ·ĶĶÚ·ĹĽʦ Ņĝʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ ·ĹûĽÚĖʦ ÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦ ĝïʦ ·ʦ mistake. 
One of the grounds for Iosilevich’s prosecution was an interview given by Andrei Pivovarov 
to Znak.com. He said that their United Democrats project was participating in the Novgorod 
ĹÚðûĝĖʦÚďÚÐŅûĝĖʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ÖďûĖÚʦĕûĽŅ·ČÚĖďťʦĹÚïÚĹĹÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ̂ ûŭ÷Ėťʦ̂ ĝŞðĝĹĝÖʦĹÚðûĝĖʫ
EĝĽûďÚŞûÐ÷ʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦïĝĹʦĽûŤʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ·ʦÏ·ĖʦĝĖʦÐÚĹ-
Ņ·ûĖʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʫʦW·ŅÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚ˂ŅĹû·ďʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐ÷·ĖðÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ʦŅĹ·ŞÚďʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʦĝĹÖÚĹʫʦ
dĖʦʊʊʦ]·ťʬʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĹĽʦĹÚĕĝŞÚÖʦEĝĽûďÚŞûÐ÷ʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦŲûð÷ŅʦŅĝʦ�Úďʦ�ŞûŞʦ·Ņʦ ĝĕĝÖÚÖĝŞĝʦ·ûĹĶĝĹŅʫʦ
After that he was taken to Nizhny Novgorod and returned to the remand centre.
The project ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ has recognised Mikhail Iosilevich as a political pris-
oner. On 10 October the activist and his family left Russia.
dĖʦʋʐʦRŊďťʬʦ·ʦĖÚşʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·Ľʦbrought against the Russian politician ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʟT·Ĺ·ʻ]ŊĹŭ·ʬʦ
·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʬʦïĝĹʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅûĖðʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦ·Ėʦ˒ŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚ˓ʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʫʦT·Ĺ·˂]ŊĹŭ·ʦûĽʦ·Ð-
cused of collaborating with the Free Russia Foundation. The politician allegedly used the or-
ganisation’s money to hold a round table in support of Russian political prisoners on 27 October 
ʋʉʋʊʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʫʦ�÷Úʦ9ĹÚÚʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ9ĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖʦş·ĽʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ˒ŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚ˓ʦûĖʦRŊĖÚʦʋʉʊʒʫ
T·Ĺ·˂]ŊĹŭ·ʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦ÷ÚďÖʦ ûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʋʦ�ĶĹûďʦʋʉʋʋʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦĽĶĹÚ·Ö-
ing ‘fake news’ about the Russian army. The project ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ recognises 
¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʦT·Ĺ·˂]ŊĹŭ·ʦ·Ľʦ·ʦpolitical prisoner.
�ʦ÷Ŋĕ·Ėʦ Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦ ÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÐĝĝĹÖûĖ·ŅĝĹʦ ĝïʦ:ĝďĝĽʦ ûĖʦTûĹĝŞʦDenis Shadrin was prosecuted 
under administrative law for participation in the activities of an undesirable organisation (Ar-
ticle 20.33 RCAO). The grounds were his observation of the Tbilisi mayoral elections in Oc-
ŅĝÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ�ďďÚðÚÖďťʬʦş÷ûďÚʦĝÏĽÚĹŞûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦÚďÚÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦ�÷·ÖĹûĖʦÐĝďď·ÏĝĹ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʦ:ĝďĝĽʦşûŅ÷ʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ$ŊĹĝĶÚ·Ėʦ^ÚŅşĝĹČʦĝïʦ$ďÚÐŅûĝĖʦ]ĝĖûŅĝĹûĖðʦdĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦˈ$^$]dˉʬʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ˒ŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·-
ble’ in September 2021.

https://www.koza.press/news/10353
https://memopzk.org/figurant/iosilevich-mihail-aleksandrovich/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/iosilevich-mihail-aleksandrovich/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/10/nastoyatel-hrama-letayushchego-makaronnogo-monstra-mihail-iosilevich-uehal
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/07/27/protiv-vladimira-kara-murzy-vozbudili-eshche-odno-ugolovnoe-delo-o
https://memopzk.org/figurant/kara-murza-vladimir-vladimirovich/
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dĖʦ ʊʍʦ �ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ searchesʦ şÚĹÚʦ ÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦ ûĖʦ ·Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦ ĽûŤʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ÐûŅûÚĽʦ ˈ�÷Úďť·ÏûĖĽČʬʦ ]ĝĽ-
Ðĝşʬʦ TĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺʬʦ �ĝÐ÷ûʬʦ TÚĕÚĹĝŞĝʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ^ĝŞĝĽûÏûĹĽČˉʦ ·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÷ĝĕÚĽʦ ĝïʦ ·ďďÚðÚÖʦ ĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦ
of the New Generation protestant religious organisation as part of a criminal case under Article 
284.1 RCCʦïĝĹʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅûĖðʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦ·Ėʦ˒ŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚ˓ʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʫʦEĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʋʉʋʊʬʦŅ÷Úʦ}ĹĝĽ-
ÚÐŊŅĝĹʦ:ÚĖÚĹ·ď˓ĽʦdïűÐÚʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ^Úşʦ:ÚĖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ ĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ
based in Latvia and Ukraine as undesirable in Russia. Their followers believe that they have 
ÏÚÚĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦïĝĹʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦĕ·ûĖŅ·ûĖÚÖʦÐĝĖŅ·ÐŅʦşûŅ÷ʦ�ĖÖĹÚûʦ�ûĽ÷Ð÷ÚĖČĝʬʦ·ʦ^Úşʦ:ÚĖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĶ·ĽŅĝĹʦ
from Ukraine.

3.3.3. Designation of associations as ex-
tremist organisations 
dĖʦʋʋʦ]·ťʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖʦ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ1ADAT civic movement as extremist. 
�÷ûĽʦ ď·ĹðÚ˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦÏŊŅʦ·ĖĝĖťĕĝŊĽʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦÖÚĖĝŊĖÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĹûÖûÐŊďÚĽʦ�÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖʦĝïű-
Ðû·ďĽʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦ·ÐŅûŞÚďťʦÐĝďďÚÐŅĽʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ
and keeps records of abductions.
�÷Úʦ�÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦ ŅĹťûĖðʦ ŅĝʦűĖÖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅ˓Ľʦ ďÚ·ÖÚĹĽʦ ïĝĹʦ ĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ
·ĖÖʦ·ĹÚʦÐĹ·ÐČûĖðʦÖĝşĖʦĝĖʦ·ĖťĝĖÚʦş÷ĝʦûĽʦûĖʦ·Ėťʦş·ťʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦʊ� ��ʫʦEĖʦʋʉʋʉʬʦʊʒ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂
old Salman Tepsurkaev was kidnapped in Gelendzhik and then tortured for his association with 
Ņ÷ÚʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʫʦAûĽʦï·ŅÚʦĹÚĕ·ûĖÚÖʦŊĖČĖĝşĖʦŊĖŅûďʦʋʉʋʋʬʦş÷ÚĖʦ·ʦď·şťÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦ�ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
�ĝĹŅŊĹÚʬʦdďð·ʦ�·ÖĝŞĽČ·ť·ʬʦstated that Tepsurkaev had been killed.
The Chechen authorities are trying to de-anonymise subscribers to the movement’s Telegram 
Ð÷·ĖĖÚďʫʦ¥÷ÚĖʦŅ÷ÚťʦĽŊÐÐÚÚÖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊÏĽÐĹûÏÚĹĽʦ·ĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŅÚĹûĝĹʦ]ûĖ-
istry’s local branches. Suspected association with 1ADAT was one of the reasons for the pros-
ecution of human rights defender Abubakar Yangulbaev’s family (for more details see 3.4.4. Za-
rema Musaeva’s case).
dĖʦʏʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ¤ÚĽĖ·ʦťĝŊŅ÷ʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦ
organisation. The prosecution of Vesna is related to their anti-war activities. This prosecution 
is covered in greater detail in chapter 2.2.4. The ¤ÚĽĖ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʭʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝï a movement that 
organised anti-war protests.
We also need to mention the ban imposed by Moscow’s Tverskoi district court on the activities 
of the transnational holding company Meta Platforms Inc.ʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦdĖʦʋʊʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹÚĖŅʦ
ÐĝĕĶ·ĖťʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĕÚÖû·ʦĶď·ŅïĝĹĕĽʦ9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʦ·ĖÖʦEĖĽŅ·ðĹ·ĕʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝĶŊď·ĹʦĕÚĽ-
ĽÚĖðÚĹʦ¥÷·ŅĽ�ĶĶʬʦş·ĽʦÖÚÐď·ĹÚÖʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦûŅĽʦĶĹĝÖŊÐŅĽʬʦÚŤÐÚĶŅʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦď·Ņ-
ŅÚĹʬʦşÚĹÚʦÏďĝÐČÚÖʫʦ�÷ûĽʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦûĽʦÐďÚ·ĹďťʦďûĖČÚÖʦŅĝʦ·Ėʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅʦŅĝʦûĖŅÚĹïÚĹÚʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÖûĽĽÚĕû-
Ė·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦŞûÚşĽʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦ]ÚŅ·˓ĽʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅûĝĖʦ
as an extremist organisation creates a potential risk of criminal prosecution for millions 
of its products’ users.
�ĝʦï·ĹʬʦşÚʦČĖĝşʦĝïʦĝĖďťʦĝĖÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦÏÚûĖðʦĶŊŅʦĝĖʦ·ĖʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦEĖĽŅ·-
ðĹ·ĕʭʦVeronika Loginova’s fashion blog had caught the attention of the police and the prosecu-
ŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦÏÚďûÚŞÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦWĝðûĖĝŞ·ʦ˒÷·Öʟ·ÐŅÚÖʟŅĝʟ·ŅŅĹ·ÐŅʟŊĽÚĹĽʟŅĝʟ9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʟ·ĖÖʟEĖ-

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/15/protiv-gruppy-protestantov-vozbudili-delo-po-state-o-nezhelatelnoy
https://www.kavkaz-uzel.eu/articles/354236/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/22/sud-v-chechne-priznal-ekstremistskim-obshchestvennoe-dvizhenie-1adat
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/22/sud-v-chechne-priznal-ekstremistskim-obshchestvennoe-dvizhenie-1adat
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/03/21/sud-zapretil-rabotu-meta-priznav-organizaciyu-ekstremistskoy
https://roskomsvoboda.org/post/extremism-za-buty-blog/
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ĽŅ·ðĹ·ĕʟ ĽĝÐû·ďʟĕÚÖû·ʟ Ķď·ŅïĝĹĕĽ˓ʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ľ÷Úʦ ÷·Ľʦ ÏÚÚĖʦ ðûŞÚĖʦş·ĹĖûĖðĽʦ ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖ·ÖĕûĽĽûÏûďûŅťʦ
ĝïʦŞûĝď·ŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦď·şʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʬʦ˒ʤʤʤ·ÐŅûĖðʟŅĝʟ·ŅŅĹ·ÐŅʟŊĽÚĹĽʟŅĝʟ9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʟ
·ĖÖʟEĖĽŅ·ðĹ·ĕʟĽĝÐû·ďʟĕÚÖû·ʟĶď·ŅïĝĹĕĽʥʟ·ĽʟşÚďďʟ·ĽʟĶĝĽŅûĖðʟĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʟŅ÷ÚĹÚʥʟûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʟ·ÖŞÚĹŅûĽûĖðʥʟ
Ð·ĖʟÏÚʟÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʟ·ʟïĝĹĕʟĝïʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʟûĖʟŅ÷Úʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟĝïʟ·ĖʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟûĖ-
ÖŊÐÚĕÚĖŅʟĝïʟ·ĖʟûĖÖÚűĖûŅÚʟĖŊĕÏÚĹʟĝïʟĶÚĝĶďÚʟŅĝʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚʟûĖʟŅ÷Úĕ.’

3.3.4. Prosecutions of ‘foreign agents’ 
EĖʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ ·ðÚĖŅ˓ʦ ď·şĽʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ïĝÐŊĽʦ ĝïʦ ðĹÚ·Ņʦ ûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅʦ ïĝĹʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ďÚðûĽď·ŅĝĹĽʬʦ
who introduced several amendments to them.
�÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ·ĕÚĖÖĕÚĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦFederal Law No. 255 of 14 RŊďťʦʋʉʋʋʦ˒dĖ Control 
over Activities of EĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦ�ĖÖÚĹʦ9ĝĹÚûðĖʦEĖŲŊÚĖÐÚʫ˓ʦEĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦď·şʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦď·şĕ·ČÚĹĽʦŅĹûÚÖʦ
to assemble and unify all the legal norms concerning the activities of individuals and organisa-
ŅûĝĖĽʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ·Ľʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅĽʫ˓ʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦĖÚşʦŅĝŊð÷ÚĹʦ·ĕÚĖÖĕÚĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ
in. The amendments came into force on 1 December 2022.
One of the key innovations was that it was no longer required to receive foreign funding 
ŅĝʦÏÚʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ·ʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅ˓ʬʦÏŊŅʦĕÚĹÚďťʦŅĝʦÏÚʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦûĖŲŊÚĖÐÚʫ˓
A special list of ‘ûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʟ·ïűďû·ŅÚÖʟşûŅ÷ʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟ·ðÚĖŅĽ’ has also been introduced. It will in-
ÐďŊÖÚʦÚŞÚĹťĝĖÚʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦĝĹʦûĽʦ·ʦïĝŊĖÖÚĹʬʦ÷Ú·ÖʬʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅʬʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦĝĹʦÚĕĶďĝťÚÚʦĝïʦ·ĖʦĝĹð·Ėû-
sation or unregistered public association designated a ‘foreign agent.’ Such people will be con-
ĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦ˒·ïűďû·ŅÚÖ˓ʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅʫ˓
�÷Úʦď·şʦ÷·ĽʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅďťʦÚŤĶ·ĖÖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĶĹÚŅ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ˒ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽ˓ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦş·Ľʦ·ďĹÚ·Öťʦ
ÚŤŅĹÚĕÚďťʦÏĹĝ·Öʦ·ĖÖʦŞ·ðŊÚʫʦ^ĝşʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦRŊĽŅûÐÚʬʦûŅʦûĽʦĽŊïűÐûÚĖŅʦŅĝʦÐ·ĹĹťʦ
out ‘ĶŊĹĶĝĽÚïŊďʟûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʟð·Ņ÷ÚĹûĖðʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟűÚďÖĽʟĝïʟĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʥʟ·ĖÖʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟŅÚÐ÷Ėĝďĝðťʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟ
ĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʬʦĝĹʦŅĝʦĶŊÏďûÐďťʦÖûĽĽÚĕûĖ·ŅÚʦĕÚĽĽ·ðÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʬʦĝĹʦŅĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚʦ
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹÚ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦĕÚĽĽ·ðÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʬʦĝĹʦŅĝʦűĖ·ĖÐÚʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʫ
EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷Úʦď·şʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅďťʦÚŤĶ·ĖÖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅʦĝïʦĶĹĝ÷ûÏûŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅĽʫ˓ʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ
ŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĕÚĖÖĕÚĖŅĽʬʦÏĝĝČĽʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦ˒ ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅĽ˓ʦÐ·ĖʦĝĖďťʦÏÚʦĽĝďÖʦûĖʦĝĶ·ĸŊÚʦĶ·ÐČ·ðûĖðʫ
The government has also approved new labels which should be used by ‘foreign agents’ and em-
ployees of organisations designated as ‘foreign agents’ to mark their materials. The latter is an-
ĝŅ÷ÚĹʦûĖĖĝŞ·ŅûĝĖʮʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĽŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĸŊûĹÚĕÚĖŅʦŅĝʦď·ÏÚďʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʦ·ĶĶďûÚÖʦĝĖďťʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ
agents’ themselves.
The second package of amendments was approved by the State Duma and signed by Putin 
on 29 December. The provisions of the Russian Code of Administrative Offences applicable 
Ņĝʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅĽ˓ʦşÚĹÚʦ·ĕÚĖÖÚÖʬʦĖ·ĕÚďťʬʦűĖÚĽʦïĝĹʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅĽ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ
·ðÚĖŅ˓ʦ ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦ ûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽʦ ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅ˓ʦ ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦ ˈ19.7.5-2-19.7.5-
4 and 19.34.1) were replaced with one general article — Article 19.34 RCAOʬʦ˒¤ûĝď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦ9ĝĹ-
eign Agent’s Mode of Operation.’
9ûĖÚĽʦïĝĹʦ·ďďʦ˒ ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅĽ˓ʦ˅ ʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʬʦĝïűÐû·ďĽʦ·ĖÖʦďÚð·ďʦÚĖŅûŅûÚĽʦ˅ ʦşÚĹÚʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʫʦ�÷ÚʦĕûĖ-
ûĕŊĕʦĹÚĸŊûĹÚĕÚĖŅĽʦïĝĹʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦ˒ĕ·ďûÐûĝŊĽʦÚŞ·ĽûĝĖʦïĹĝĕʦïŊďűďďûĖðʦĝÏďûð·ŅûĝĖĽʦ
of a ‘foreign agent’” (Article 330.1 RCC) have also been lowered. A criminal case will be brought 

publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202207140018?index=1
publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202207140018?index=1
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if a ‘foreign agent’ has been prosecuted twice in one year under Article 19.34 RCAOʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
Ð·Ėʦ·ĶĶďťʦŅĝʦ·ĖťʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʬʦĕÚ·ĖûĖðʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĹûĽČʦĝïʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦÏÚûĖðʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ
·ðÚĖŅĽ˓ʦşûďďʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅďťʫ
�÷ÚʦťÚ·Ĺʦʋʉʋʋʦ÷ĝďÖĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚÐĝĹÖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĖÚşʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅĽʫ˓ʦ�Ľʦĝïʦʋʌʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ
178 ‘foreign agents’ had been added to the list since the beginning of the year (at the begin-
ĖûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦťÚ·ĹʦŅ÷ÚťʦĖŊĕÏÚĹÚÖʦʌʋʑˉʫʦ}ĹĝĕûĖÚĖŅʦÐŊďŅŊĹ·ďʦűðŊĹÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦÏÚûĖðʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ
·ðÚĖŅĽ˓ʦşûŅ÷ʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅďťʦðĹÚ·ŅÚĹʦïĹÚĸŊÚĖÐťʫ

3.4. Prosecutions of activists 
EĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐ÷·ĶŅÚĹʬʦşÚʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦĝïʦĶď·ťʦĹÚð·ĹÖûĖðʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʬʦĹÚïÚĹĹûĖðʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅĹÚĖÖĽʦŅ÷·Ņʬʦş÷ûďÚʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ʦÖûĽŅûĖÐŅûĝĖʦûĽʦĹÚď·ŅûŞÚʬʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦÚŤĶďûÐûŅďťʦűŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĶÚÐûűÐʦ
Ð·ŅÚðĝĹûÚĽʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦûĖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐ÷·ĶŅÚĹĽʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĽʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦĝĶûĖûĝĖʬʦÚŤÚĹ-
ÐûĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦŅĝʦïĹÚÚÖĝĕʦĝïʦ·ĽĽÚĕÏďťʬʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝĖĽÐûÚĖÐÚʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·Ľʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·Ĺʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʫ
EĖʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ ĝïʦ ĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʦ ĝïʦ ÐûŞûďʦ ĽĝÐûÚŅťʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÐûŞûďʦ ĽĝÐûÚŅťʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦ ĝïʦ Ş·ĹûĝŊĽʦ
persuasions continued. We do not claim to present a complete picture of these repressive ac-
ŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚʬʦ ÏŊŅʦ Ĺ·Ņ÷ÚĹʦ ĶĹĝŞûÖÚʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚĽʦ Ņĝʦ ûďďŊĽŅĹ·ŅÚʦ ĽĝĕÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĕĝĽŅʦ ĖĝŅÚşĝĹŅ÷ťʦ
or characteristic trends.

3.4.1. Prosecutions of ‘anti-fascists’ 
}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ˒·ĖŅû˂ï·ĽÐûĽŅĽ˓ʦ˅ʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʦĝïʦďÚïŅşûĖðʬʦĶĹûĕ·Ĺûďťʦ·Ė·ĹÐ÷ûĽŅʬʦŞûÚşĽʦ˅ʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦ
ðĝûĖðʦĝĖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦïĝĹʦĕ·ĖťʦťÚ·ĹĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦĽĝĕÚʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʬʦĕĝĽŅʦĝïŅÚĖʦ9��ʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʬʦ
ÖÚďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚďťʦÐď·ĽĽûïťʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦş÷ĝʦĶĹĝïÚĽĽʦ·ĖŅû˂ï·ĽÐûĽŅʦŞûÚşĽʦ·ĽʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅĽʫʦEĖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ
ÐĝĖÐÚĶŅĽʦ·ĹÚʦĝïŅÚĖʦďûĽŅÚÖʦŅĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʬʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦ·ʦÐĝĕĕ·ʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦûÖÚĖŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĶĝ-
ďûŅûÐ·ďʦŞûÚşĽʦşûŅ÷ʦĕÚŅ÷ĝÖĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĽŅĹŊððďÚʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦĽŊÏĽŅ·ĖŅû·ŅÚÖʦûĖʦ·Ėťʦş·ťʬʦ·ĖÖʦûĖʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʬʦ
ĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ʦĶ·ûĹûĖðʦ ûĽʦ ĽĝĕÚş÷·ŅʦÏÚşûďÖÚĹûĖðʫʦ EĖʦ ï·ÐŅʬʦ ûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦşûŅ÷ʦ ·ĖŅû˂ï·ĽÐûĽŅʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ ŞûÚşĽʦ
are openly persecuted in Russia.
¥ÚʦĖĝŅÚʦŅ÷·Ņʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĝĖðĝûĖðʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·Ė·ĹÐ÷ûĽŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĖŅû˂ï·ĽÐûĽŅĽʦðĹÚ·Ņďťʦ ûĖŅÚĖĽûűÚÖʦ
in 2017-2018. Government authorities cultivate the image of anti-fascists as representing 
·ʦĶŊÏďûÐʦÖ·ĖðÚĹʬʦûĖŞĝďŞÚÖʦûĖʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦ·ĖÖʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅĽʦŅĝʦÖÚĽŅ·ÏûďûĽÚʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝďûŅûÐĽʫʦEĖʦ·ÖÖû-
ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ĖŅû˂ï·ĽÐûĽŅĽʦ·ĹÚʦĹĝŊŅûĖÚďťʦ·ĖÖʦ·ďĕĝĽŅʦÏď·Ņ·ĖŅďťʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚÖʫ
�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦûĽʦ·ĖʦĝĖðĝûĖðʦĽŊĶĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦĖĝĖ˂ĽťĽŅÚĕûÐʬʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ďʦûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦĝĹ-
ð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦÚĽĶÚÐû·ďďťʬʦ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʬʦ ûĖŞĝďŞûĖðʦťĝŊĖðʦĶÚĝĶďÚʫʦ EĖʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ûð÷˂ĶĹĝűďÚʦT·ĖĽČʦ
Ð·ĽÚʬʦŅ÷ûĽʦÚŞÚĖʦûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦʊʍ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖʦˈĽÚÚʦ‘Nikita Uvarov and the case of ˒T·ĖĽČʦ
teenagers’). In addition to the objective of stopping the activities of those subjected to repres-
ĽûŞÚʦĕÚ·ĽŊĹÚĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦ·ûĕʦŅĝʦûĖŲŊÚĖÐÚʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʦÏťʦĽÚĖÖûĖðʦ·ʦĽûðĖ·ďʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
any civil society or political opposition activities pose a danger for their participants.
Several new cases accompanied by gross human rights violations were brought against an-
ti-fascists in 2022. 
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‘People’s Self-Defence’ and a banner against the FSB
dĖʦʊʋʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ}ÚĝĶďÚ˓Ľʦ�Úďï˂ ÚïÚĖÐÚʦ·Ė·ĹÐ÷ûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦş·Ľʦdesignated a terrorist 
ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦûŅĽʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʫʦ�÷Úďť·ÏûĖĽČʦ�ÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦïĝŊĖÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦ
of the organisation were carrying out certain terrorist and extremist activities and had con-
ducted about 200 extremist events.
The prosecution of People’s Self-Defence began in 2018 after anarchist Mikhail Zhlobit-
sky blew himself upʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹČ÷·ĖðÚďĽČʦ9��ʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʫʦEĖʦ�ĶĹûďʦʋʉʊʒʬʦ�E�ʦ^ĝŞĝĽŅûʦreported that 
ď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦÖûĹÚÐŅďťʦďûĖČÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦŅĝʦ·Ė·ĹÐ÷ûĽŅʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ}Úĝ-
ple’s Self-Defence. The organisation itself appeared in 2015 and consisted of former members 
of Autonomous Action.
EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ}ÚĝĶďÚ˓Ľʦ�Úďï˂ ÚïÚĖÐÚʦ·Ľʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊ-
ŅûĝĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦÏÚð·ĖʦûĖʦʋʉʊʑʦĝïʦ ĕûŅĹťʦ�ĽûÏŊČĝŞĽČťʦ·ĖÖʦ�Ė·ĽŅ·Ľûť·ʦ�·ïĝĖĝŞ·ʬʦş÷ĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·-
ŅûĝĖʦ÷·ÖʦûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦ·ĽʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦş·ĽʦconcludedʫʦdĖʦʊʒʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ
sentenced the anarchist couple from Chelyabinsk to one year and nine months in a penal col-
ony. They were found guilty of hooliganism motivated by political hostility (Article 213, Part 
2 RCCˉʦ ïĝĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ˒9��ʦ ûĽʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ûððÚĽŅʦ �ÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅ˓ʦ Ï·ĖĖÚĹʬʦ ÷ŊĖðʦ ĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ïÚĖÐÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�÷Úďť·ÏûĖĽČʦ
ĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ÷Ú·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦĝĖʦʊʎʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʊʑʫʦ EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅû-
ð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ�ĽûÏŊČĝŞĽČťʦ÷·ÖʦďûŅʦ·ʦŲ·ĹÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĹĝşĖʦûŅʦĝŞÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦïÚĖÐÚʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦ
÷ûĽʦ ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ ·Ľʦ Şûĝď·ŅûĖðʦ ĶŊÏďûÐʦ ĝĹÖÚĹʦ Ņĝʦ ÚŤĶĹÚĽĽʦ ·ʦ ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ ĝĶûĖûĝĖʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĹŊďÚÖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ Ņ÷ÚʦŲ·ĹÚʦ
was a weapon. The defendant claimed that his confession had been extracted under torture. 
�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦĹÚĶÚ·ŅÚÖďťʦÖûĽĕûĽĽÚÖʦÖŊÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦď·ÐČʦĝïʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʬʦÏŊŅʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĶĝŊĽÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ
nevertheless found guilty of hooliganism. Tsibukovsky was then sentenced to two and a half 
ťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦ ûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦ ·ĖÖʦ�·ïĝĖĝŞ·ʦ Ņĝʦ ŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦ ûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ ď·ŅÚĹʦ�÷Úďť·ÏûĖĽČʦ
Regional Court overturned the verdict and sent the case back for retrial. The spouses were 
ĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÏ·ĖʦĝĖʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʫ
dĖʦʋʉʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÖ·ťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ Ņ÷ÚʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅʬʦ Ņ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦş÷ûďÚʦ ŅĹťûĖðʦ ŅĝʦÐĹĝĽĽʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ė˂T·ŭ·Č÷ʦÏĝĹÖÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦûĖʦ�÷Úďť·ÏûĖĽČʫʦdĖʦʐʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦ�·ïĝĖĝŞ·ʦ
was released on account of the fact that a day spent in a remand prison represents one and a half 
days in a general regime colony.
The project ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ has recognised Anastasiya Safonova and Dmitry 
Tsibukovsky as political prisoners.

^ûČûŅ·ʟ�Ş·ĹĝŞʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷ÚʟÐ·ĽÚʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟˋT·ĖĽČʟŅÚÚĖ·ðÚĹĽˌ
dĖʦ ʏʦ RŊĖÚʦ ʋʉʋʉʬʦ ʊʍ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖʦ ŅÚÚĖ·ðÚĹĽʦNikita UvarovʬʦDenis Mikhailenko and Bogdan An-
dreevʦşÚĹÚʦĶĝĽŅûĖðʦ ďÚ·ŲÚŅĽʦ ÐĹûŅûÐûĽûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦ ·ĖÖʦ ûĖʦ ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦ ĝïʦ ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ ĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦ
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʦĝïʦT·ĖĽČʦˈTĹ·ĽĖĝť·ĹĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖˉʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʫʦ�ʦïÚşʦ÷ĝŊĹĽʦď·ŅÚĹʦŅ÷Úťʦ
were detainedʦÏťʦ9��ʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʫ
EĖûŅû·ďďťʬʦ·ďďʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦşÚĹÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦArticle 205.3 RCC (‘Training for the purpose of commit-
ting terrorist activities’). Subsequently further charges were added under Article 223.1, Part 2, 
RCC (‘Illegal manufacture of explosives or explosive devices by a group of individuals in collu-
sion with each other’) and Article 222.1, Part 2, RCC (‘Illegal storage of explosives or explosive 
ÖÚŞûÐÚĽʬʦÏťʦ·ʦðĹĝŊĶʦĝïʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦûĖʦÐĝďďŊĽûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦÚ·Ð÷ʦĝŅ÷ÚĹˉʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/12/sud-v-chelyabinske-priznal-narodnuyu-samooboronu-terroristicheskoy
https://www.bbc.com/russian/features-46044944
https://ria.ru/20190408/1552465036.html
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/19/chelyabinskih-anarhistov-prigovorili-k-1-godu-i-9-mesyacam-kolonii-iz-za
https://memopzk.org/dossier/delo-chelyabinskih-anarhistov/
kanskdelo.com
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ĽûĖÐÚʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʋʉʬʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚÚĖ·ðÚĹĽʬʦ˒·Ö÷ÚĹÚĖŅĽʟĝïʟ·Ė·ĹÐ÷ûĽŅʟûÖÚĝďĝðťʥʟ·ûĕûĖðʟŅĝʟÐ÷·ĖðÚʟŅ÷ÚʟÚŤ-
ûĽŅûĖðʟ ðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʟ ·ĖÖʟĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟ ĽťĽŅÚĕʟ ûĖʟ Ņ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ 9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʥʟşûŅ÷ʟ ·ʟ ŞûÚşʟ Ņĝʟ ÚďûĕûĖ·ŅûĖðʟ
Ė·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟ ðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʟ ûĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖĽʥʟ ·ĽʟşÚďďʟ ·Ľʟ ûĖʟ ·Ėʟ·ÐŅʟ ĝïʟ ĹÚŞÚĖðÚʟ ïĝĹʟŊĖï·ûĹďťʟ ·ĖÖʟşĹĝĖðïŊďďťʟ
ʤʤʤʟÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʟďûČÚʻĕûĖÖÚÖʟûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽˌʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚÖʟûĖʟ·ʟˋŅĹ·ûĖûĖðʟŅĝʟÐ·ĹĹťʟĝŊŅʟŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟ
ûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟïŊŅŊĹÚʠʾ ʟŅĝʟÐĝĕĕûŅʟʨʟ·ʟŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟ·ÐŅʟĝĖʟŅ÷ÚʟŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟÐûŅťʟĝïʟT·ĖĽČʥʟTĹ·ĽĖĝť·ĹĽČʟĹÚðûĝĖʥʟ
ûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟĽŊĕĕÚĹʟĝïʟʄʂʄʂʨʟÏťʟÐ·ĹĹťûĖðʟĝŊŅʟÚŤĶďĝĽûĝĖĽʟ·ŅʟŅ÷ÚʟĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʟĝïʟď·şʟÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʟ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʟ
ˁŅ÷ÚʟT·ĖĽČʟÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟEĖŅÚĹûĝĹʟ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷ÚʟT·ĖĽČʟÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟTĹ·ĽĖĝť·ĹĽČʟĹÚ-
ðûĝĖʟ9��˂ʟ·ĖÖʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʟŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽûĖðʟŅ÷ÚʟĶĝĶŊď·ŅûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟÐĹÚ·ŅûĖðʟ·ʟĹûĽČʟĝïʟďĝĽĽʟĝïʟďûïÚˌʥʟ·ĖÖʟ·ďĽĝʟ
ˋĶĹ·ÐŅûĽÚÖʟĕ·ĖŊï·ÐŅŊĹÚʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷ĹĝşûĖðʟĝïʟ]ĝďĝŅĝŞʟÐĝÐČŅ·ûďĽʥʟĕ·ĖŊï·ÐŅŊĹÚʟ·ĖÖʟŅÚĽŅûĖðʟĝïʟûĕĶĹĝŞûĽÚÖʟ
ÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚʟÖÚŞûÐÚĽʟ·ĖÖʟÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚĽʟŅ÷·ŅʟĶĝĽÚʟ·ʟÖ·ĖðÚĹʟŅĝʟĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʥʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Úʟ·ûĕʟŅĝʟïŊĹŅ÷ÚĹʟĕ·ĖŊï·ÐŅŊĹÚʟ
ûĕĶĹĝŞûĽÚÖʟÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚʟÖÚŞûÐÚĽʟ·ĖÖʟÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚĽʟŅ÷·Ņʟ÷ÚʟûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʟŅĝʟŊĽÚʟûĖʟĝĹÖÚĹʟŅĝʟÐĝĕĕûŅʟ·ʟŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟ
·ÐŅˌ (from the court ruling remanding Uvarov in custody).
�Ş·ĹĝŞʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĝĖʦʊʉʦRŊĖÚʬʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĽŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚÚĖ·ðÚĹĽʦÏÚûĖðʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦŊĖ-
ÖÚĹʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦÖ·ťʫʦEĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ]ûČ÷·ûďÚĖČĝʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʫʦ
dĖʦʍʦ]·ťʦʋʉʋʊʦ�Ş·ĹĝŞʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦ·ĖÖʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ·ʦÏ·ĖʦĝĖʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʬʦ
·ĽʬʦĝĖʦʊʐʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦşÚĹÚʦ]ûČ÷·ûďÚĖČĝʦ·ĖÖʦ�ĖÖĹÚÚŞʫ
�÷ÚʦŅÚÚĖ·ðÚĹĽʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦÖÚĖťʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ĖŊï·ÐŅŊĹÚʦĝïʦĶťĹĝŅÚÐ÷ĖûÐʦÖÚŞûÐÚĽʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦŊĽÚʫʦ�÷Úťʦ
ÖûÖʦÖÚĖťʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ Ņ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ ÐĝĕĕûŅʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ ·ÐŅĽʫʦ }ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦÚŤĶÚĹŅĽʦ
who have studied their correspondence do not cite facts that could point to any detailed plans 
ĝĹʦÖûĽÐŊĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦÐ·ĹĹťûĖðʦÚŤĶďĝĽûĝĖĽʦ·Ņʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʫʦEĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦ·ďďʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦŅÚÚĖ-
agers claim that they were subjected to violence during their detention and subsequently pres-
sured into confessing.
dĖʦʊʉʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ�Ş·ĹĝŞʦş·Ľʦsentencedʦ Ņĝʦ·ʦűŞÚ˂ťÚ·ĹʦŅÚĹĕʦûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦĹÚðûĕÚʦÐĝďĝĖťʦ
·ĖÖʦŅ·ČÚĖʦûĖŅĝʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ9ûĹĽŅʦ$·ĽŅÚĹĖʦ ûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ]ûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʬʦş÷ûďÚʦ�ĖÖĹÚÚŞʦ·ĖÖʦ]ûČ÷·ûďÚĖ-
ČĝʦşÚĹÚʦ÷·ĖÖÚÖʦ·ʦïĝŊĹʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦŅ÷ĹÚÚ˂ťÚ·ĹʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʬʦĹÚĽĶÚÐŅûŞÚďťʫʦ�÷ÚʦĹÚĽŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚ-
fendants were found guilty of possessing weapons and explosive devices only and were released 
from liability on charges of undergoing terrorist training for cooperating with the investiga-
tion. The trial was held behind closed doors.
EĖʦ÷ûĽʦď·ĽŅʦĶďÚ·ʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹû·ďʬʦ�Ş·ĹĝŞʦsaidʭʦˋEʟ·ĕʟĖĝŅʟşĝĹĹûÚÖʥʟÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʟEʟ÷·ŞÚʟĖÚŞÚĹʟŅ·Ŋð÷ŅʟĕťʟïĹûÚĖÖĽʟ
·ĖťʟşĹĝĖðÖĝûĖðʥʟEʟş·ĽʟĖĝŅʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟďÚ·ÖÚĹʥʟşÚʟşÚĹÚʟĝĖʟ·ĖʟÚĸŊ·ďʟïĝĝŅûĖðʟ·ĽʟïĹûÚĖÖĽʤʟEʟ÷·ŞÚʟĖĝŅʟÖÚ-
ĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʟ·ĖťĝĖÚʤʟEʟ·ĕʟĖĝŅʟ·Ľ÷·ĕÚÖʟŅĝʟï·ÐÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĶÚĝĶďÚʥʟĹÚď·ŅûŞÚĽʟĝĹʟĽŅĹ·ĖðÚĹĽʥʟş÷ĝʟ·ĹÚʟï·ĕûďû·Ĺʟ
şûŅ÷ʟĝŊĹʟĽŅĝĹťʤʟWÚŅʟĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʟÏÚďûÚŞÚʟŅ÷Úʟď·şʟÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʟ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʥʟĹ·Ņ÷ÚĹʟŅ÷·ĖʟĕÚʥʟEʟ÷·ŞÚʟĖĝŅ÷ûĖðʟ
ŅĝʟÏÚʟ·Ľ÷·ĕÚÖʟĝïʤʟEʟÖûÖʟĖĝŅʟĶď·ĖʟŅĝʟÏďĝşʟ·ĖťĝĖÚʟŊĶ.’
dĖʦʊʏʦ]·ťʬʦŅ÷Úʦ]ûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦ�ĶĶÚ·ďʦŊĶ÷ÚďÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦT·ĖĽČʦŅÚÚĖ·ðÚĹĽʫ

A suspended sentence for a juvenile anarchist from Rybinsk
dĖʦʋʋʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ�ťÏûĖĽČʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦûĖʦ«·ĹĝĽď·ŞďʦĹÚðûĝĖʦ÷·ĖÖÚÖʦ·ʦïĝŊĹ˂ťÚ·ĹʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖ-
ŅÚĖÐÚʦ Ņĝʦ·ĖʦŊĖĖ·ĕÚÖʦ ʊʐ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖʦ ˒ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹʦĝïʦ·Ė·ĹÐ÷ûĽĕ˓ʬʦűĖÖûĖðʦ÷ûĕʦðŊûďŅťʦĝïʦĶĝĽĽÚĽĽûĝĖʦ
and manufacture of explosives (Article 222.1, Part 1ʬʦ·ĖÖʦArticle 223.1, Part 1, RCC) and incite-
ment to extremism on the internet (Article 280, Part 2, RCC). The court found that he ‘ûĖÐûŅÚÖʟ
ŅĝʟŞûĝďÚĖŅʟ·ÐŅûĝĖĽ’ and ‘Ķď·ĖĖÚÖʟŅĝʟÐĝĕĕûŅʟ÷ûð÷ʻĶĹĝűďÚʟ·ÐŅĽʟ·ûĕÚÖʟ·ŅʟÖÚĽŅ·ÏûďûĽûĖðʟŅ÷ÚʟĽĝÐûĝʻĶĝ-
ďûŅûÐ·ďʟĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʬʦĖ·ĕÚďťʬʦ÷ÚʦĶĝĽŅÚÖʦ˒Ð·ďďĽʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟŞûĝďÚĖŅʟĝŞÚĹŅ÷ĹĝşʟĝïʟðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʥʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʟ
·ð·ûĖĽŅʟðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʟ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽ’ on a Telegram channel in November 2021.

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/02/10/podrostkam-iz-kanska-naznachili-xxx-po-delu-ob-obuchenii-terrorizmu
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%94%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%BE_%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%85_%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B4%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2
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The case of the Chita anarchists
dĖʦ ʌʊʦ dÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ ·Ė·ĹÐ÷ûĽŅĽʦAleksandr Snezhkov and Liubov Lizunova were detained in Chi-
ta. The FSB suspected them of incitement of terrorist activities (Article 205.2 RCC) and ex-
tremist activities (Article 280 RCCˉʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŞ·ĖÖ·ďûĽĕʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦˈArticle 
214, Part 2, RCCˉʫʦ�÷ÚûĹʦ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ė·ĹÐ÷ûĽŅĽʦ
ĶŊŅʦŊĶʦ˒ Ú·Ņ÷ʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚðûĕÚ˓ʦðĹ·ïűŅûʦ·ĖÖʦĹ·ĖʦŅşĝʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďĽʬʦ˒ʐʎŭďĝ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦ˒�÷Ŋð·Ė˂ʋʎʫ˓ʦ
They published critical statements against the war in Ukraine and posted calls for participation 
in protests and sabotage. Snezhkov and Lizunova are currently under travel restrictions.

The Tiumen case
�ûŤʦ ·ĖŅû˂ï·ĽÐûĽŅĽʬʦ Ė·ĕÚďťʦTûĹûďďʟ �ĹûČʬʦDeniz AidynʬʦYury NeznamovʬʦDaniil CherytkovʬʦNikita 
Oleinikov and Roman Paklin were detained and subsequently remanded in custody in late sum-
ĕÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦÚ·Ĺďťʦ·ŊŅŊĕĖʦûĖʦ$Č·ŅÚĹûĖÏŊĹðʬʦ�ŊĹðŊŅʦ·ĖÖʦ�ûŊĕÚĖʫʦdďÚûĖûČʦûĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹÚ·ŅûĝĖʦ
of a terrorist group (Article 205.4, Part 1, RCCˉʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĽŅʦ·ĹÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦûĖŞĝďŞÚ-
ment in the group (Article 205.4, Part 2, RCC). Brik and Aidyn are also suspected of manufac-
turing an improvised explosive device (Article 223.1, Part 2, RCC). The investigation believes 
Ņ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦðĝ·ďʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦðĹĝŊĶ˓ʦş·ĽʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹ·ûďş·ťĽʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦÐ·ĹĹťûĖðʦĝŊŅʦÚŤ-
ĶďĝĽûĝĖĽʦ·ŅʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÚĖďûĽŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝďûÐÚʦÖÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅĽʫʦ�ďďʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚÖʦ
Ņ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʫʦ9ĝĹʦÖÚŅ·ûďĽʬʦĽÚÚʦʌʫʊʉʫʐʫʦƑ÷Ú Tiumen case.

3.4.2. Trade union activists 
EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦ÷·ÖʦŅûð÷ŅÚĖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÐĹÚşĽʦŅĝʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅÚĖŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ
ÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦĽûĕŊďŅ·ĖÚĝŊĽďťʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅĹ·ÖÚʦŊĖûĝĖʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʬʦş÷ĝĽÚʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝŅʦ·ŅŅĹ·ÐŅÚÖʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ
attention from law enforcement agencies in previous years. 
dĖʦʋʍʦ]·ťʬʦ·ʦ�ûĹÐ·ĽĽû·ĖʦĽĝÐû·ďʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦ ĝÐŅĝĹĽʦ�ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʦ
Aslan Naptugovʬʦş·Ľʦdetainedʦ·ĖÖʦĉ·ûďÚÖʦ·ʦÖ·ťʦď·ŅÚĹʦïĝĹʦĽûŤʦÖ·ťĽʬʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦïĝĹʦĶÚŅŅťʦ÷ĝĝďûð·ĖûĽĕʦ
(Article 20.1 RCAOˉʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦ÷ûĽʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĉ·ûďʦŅÚĹĕʬʦ^·ĶĽŊðĝŞʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦðÚŅʦûĖʦŅĝŊÐ÷ʦ
with anyone. It later transpired that he had been remanded in custody on criminal charges 
of inciting hatred or hostility by an organised group (Article 282, Part 2, RCC). The investigation 
ïĝŊĖÖʦÚďÚĕÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝďûÖ·ĹûŅťʦûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦŅĹ·ÖÚʦŊĖûĝĖʬʦ
ş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦ·ĕĝĖðʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ûĖðĽʬʦïĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦŞ·ÐÐûĖ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦT·ŞČ·ŭĽČťʦ�ŭÚďʬʦ
six more people were detained in the same case.
Charges under the ‘Dadin’ article were brought against TûĹûďďʟ�ČĹ·ûĖŅĽÚŞʬʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦTŊĹûÚĹʦ
ˌ˒Courier’] trade union. He was detained after a search in his apartment on 25 April. The trade 
ŊĖûĝĖʦş·ĽʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʉʬʦĽÚÚČûĖðʦŅĝʦûĕĶĹĝŞÚʦÐĝŊĹûÚĹĽ˓ʦşĝĹČûĖðʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʬʦûĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʬʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ
ŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹʦŅĝʦÚĕĶďĝťĕÚĖŅʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÏĝďûŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĖ·ďŅťʦĽťĽŅÚĕʫʦdĖʦʋʎʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ
ʌʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦð·Ņ÷ÚĹÚÖʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦĖÚ·ĹʦŅ÷Úʦ ÚďûŞÚĹťʦ�ďŊÏʦĝïűÐÚʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʫʦʊʋʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚ-
Ņ·ûĖÚÖʫʦ�÷ÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖŅĽÚŞʦş·ĽʦďûČÚďťʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ûĽʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʬʦ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦ
the activist himself had not participated in such protests for a long time. He was charged 
with organising protests by couriers and taxi drivers in 2020-2021 and calls to attend the trial 

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/13/na-anarhistov-iz-chity-vozbudili-delo-iz-za-graffiti-i-dvuh-telegram-kanalov
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/06/na-urale-arestovali-shesteryh-antifashistov
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/25/v-karachaevo-cherkesii-sud-ostavil-v-sizo-pyateryh-figurantov-dela-ob
https://meduza.io/feature/2022/04/28/arestovan-lider-profsoyuza-kurier-kirill-ukraintsev


146

of anarchist Azat Miftakhov. A case was brought against him for these episodes for repeat-
ed violation of the established procedure for holding public events (Article 212.1 RCC). Since 
ʋʐʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ�ČĹ·ûĖŅĽÚŞʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦ÷ÚďÖʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʫʦ�÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦïĝĹʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖŅ-
sev were fabricated — the administrative offences cases were all brought many months af-
ŅÚĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʫʦ¥Úʦ ÏÚďûÚŞÚʦ �ČĹ·ûĖŅĽÚŞ˓Ľʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ ûĽʦ ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦ ĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʬʦ ĖĝŅʦ ĝĖďťʦ
ÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦÏ·ÐČðĹĝŊĖÖʦĝïʦĽŊĶĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ĖťʦûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦÐûŞûďʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽĕʬʦ
but also because the call to support political prisoner Azat Miftakhov was among the charges 
ÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ÷ûĕʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦ÷·ĽʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦTûĹûďďʦ�ČĹ·ûĖŅ-
sev as a political prisoner.
EĖʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ�ï·˓Ľʦ�ĝŞÚŅĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced Anton OrlovʬʦÐĝĝĹÖûĖ·ŅĝĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ ÚûĽŅŞûÚʦ
ˌ˒�ÐŅûĝĖ˓ˍʦĕÚÖûÐ·ďʦşĝĹČÚĹĽ˓ʦŅĹ·ÖÚʦŊĖûĝĖʬʦŅĝʦĽûŤʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ÷·ďïʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦűĖÚʦĝïʦʋʎʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊ-
bles in a serious fraud case (Article 159, Part 4, RCC). Orlov claims that his civil society and trade 
union activities were the reason for his prosecution.

3.4.3. The ‘Left Resistance’ case 
The creation of the Left Resistance movement was announced in 2017 by Darya Poliudovaʬʦ·ĖʦĝĶ-
ĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦïĹĝĕʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·ĹʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦĽÚĹŞÚÖʦŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦïĝĹʦĶÚ·ÐÚ-
ful protests against the Russian authorities and armed aggression against Ukraine. The group 
÷ÚďÖʦĽĕ·ďďʦĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʦĶûÐČÚŅĽʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦĽďĝð·ĖĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦÖûĽŅĹûÏŊŅÚÖʦďÚ·ŲÚŅĽʫ

Darya Poliudova 
The ïĝŊĖÖÚĹʟĝï the WÚïŅʟ�ÚĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʟĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʟ÷·Ľ ÏÚÚĖʟĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʟÏť the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹ-
ities on a regular basis. She ĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʟ÷ÚĹ űĹĽŅʟÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʟïĝĹ ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʟûĖÐûŅûĖðʟĽÚĶ-
aratism (�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʊʂʤʃʟ���˂ʥʟĖ·ĕÚďťʟïĝĹ preparing a ˋĕ·ĹÐ÷ʟûĖ support of the ïÚÖÚĹ·ďûĽ·-
tion of Kuban’ in 2014. In ʄʂʄʂʥʟ}ĝďûŊÖĝŞ·ʟş·Ľ ·ð·ûĖʟ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʟĝï ûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʟŅĝ separatism; 
the Ð÷·ĹðÚĽʟşÚĹÚʟÖĹĝĶĶÚÖʟď·ŅÚĹʥʟ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʥʟÏŊŅ ĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʟ·ĶĶÚ·ĹÚÖʠʾʟĖ·ĕÚďťʟïĝĹ the ĶŊÏďûÐʟ
ĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʟĝï terrorism (�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʂʇʤʄʥʟ}·ĹŅʟʄʥʟ���˂ʟÖŊÚ to the repost of a message about 
the �÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖʟűÚďÖʟÐĝĕĕ·ĖÖÚĹʟ�÷·ĕûďʟ�·Ľ·ÚŞʥʟ·Ľ şÚďďʟ·Ľ for Ð·ďďĽʟŅĝ extremism (Arti-
ÐďÚʟʄʊʂʥʟ}·ĹŅʟʃʥʟ���˂ʟûĖ an ŊĖĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʟŞûÖÚĝʟĹÚÐĝĹÖûĖðʟïĹĝĕʟ}ĝďûŊÖĝŞ·ˌĽ Ķ÷ĝĖÚʥʟş÷ÚĹÚʟ
she ĽĶÚ·ČĽʟ·ÏĝŊŅʟ$ŞðÚĖťʟ]·ĖûŊĹĝŞʥʟş÷ĝ Ð·ĹĹûÚÖʟĝŊŅ a shooting in front of the FSB ÏŊûďÖ-
ing on Lubyanka Street in  ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʟʄʂʃʋʤʟ}ĝďûŊÖĝŞ·ʟş·Ľ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʟŅĝ six years in prison 
in 2021 for the Ņşĝ ĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʤʟ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʟAŊĕ·Ėʟ�ûð÷ŅĽʟ�ÚĖŅĹÚʟ÷·Ľ ŅşûÐÚʟĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʟ ·Ĺť·ʟ
}ĝďûŊÖĝŞ·ʟ·Ľ a ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹ. 

Left Resistance aims to uphold ‘ŅĹŊÚʟÐĝĕĕŊĖûĽŅʟûÖÚ·Ľʫ˓ʦ�ÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĶ·ðÚĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦĽĝÐû·ďʦ
ĕÚÖû·ʦĽûŅÚʦ·ĹÚʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĸŊÚĽŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʦ:ÚĖÚĹ·ď˓ĽʦdïűÐÚʦ
ûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʊʑʬʦ·ÐÐÚĽĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦĶ·ðÚʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅÚÖʦˈʒʐʦĽŊÏĽÐĹûÏÚĹĽʦ·Ľʦĝïʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʋʋʮʦ
ûŅʦ÷·ĽʦĖĝŅʦÏÚÚĖʦŊĶÖ·ŅÚÖʦĽûĖÐÚʦ}ĝďûŊÖĝŞ·˓Ľʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦûĖʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʋʉˉʫʦ�÷Úʦsecond page was created 
·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦĝĖÚʦş·ĽʦÏďĝÐČÚÖʦˈʋʌʋʦĽŊÏĽÐĹûÏÚĹĽˉʫʦ}ĝďûŊÖĝŞ·ʦûĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĽŅÚĹÚÖʦĝşĖÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ðÚʫʦ
As far as the thirdʦðĹĝŊĶʬʦWÚïŅʦ�ÚĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦʋʫʉʦˈʊʎʦĽŊÏĽÐĹûÏÚĹĽʦ·Ľʦĝïʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦʍʐʦĽŊÏĽÐĹûÏÚĹĽʦ
·Ľʦĝïʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʋʌˉʬʦûĽʦÐĝĖÐÚĹĖÚÖʬʦ ·Ĺť·ʦ}ĝďûŊÖĝŞ·ʬʦTĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅûĖʦTĝŅĝŞʬʦ�ÚĹðÚûʦTûĹĽ·ĖĝŞʦ·ĖÖʦ�ďÚĖ·ʦ
TĝŭďĝŞ·ʦ÷·ŞÚʦĖĝʦďĝĖðÚĹʦÏÚÚĖʦûŅĽʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅĝĹĽʦĽûĖÐÚʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʋʌʬʦ·ĖÖʦûŅʦûĽʦŅ÷ÚĹÚïĝĹÚʦÖĝŊÏŅïŊďʦ
that it can be considered as representing the movement’s position.

https://memopzk.org/figurant/ukrainczev-kirill-viktorovich/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/24/koordinatora-profsoyuza-medrabotnikov-prigovorili-k-shesti-s-polovinoy-godam
https://memopzk.org/figurant/polyudova-darya-vladimirovna/
https://vk.com/levsop
https://vk.com/levsop20
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dĖʦʑʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦ ʋʉʋʊʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ9��ʦ ïĝĹʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʦopened a criminal case 
under Article 282.1, Parts 1 and 2, RCC (‘Creation of an extremist group and participation 
in it’) against alleged members of the Left Resistance movement Darya PoliudovaʬʦTûĹûďďʟTĝŅĝŞʬʦ
�ÚĹðÚûʟTûĹĽ·ĖĝŞ and �ďÚĖ·ʟTĹťďĝŞ·ʦ ˈĹÚĽûÖûĖðʦ ûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ ĹÚðûĝĖˉʬʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦ
EðĝĹʟTŊŭĖÚŅĽĝŞʦ ïĹĝĕʦ�ĝĕĽČʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ·ʦ ŅĹ·ÖÚʦ ŊĖûĝĖûĽŅʦ ïĹĝĕʦ]·ðĖûŅĝðĝĹĽČʦş÷ĝʦ ĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦ ·ĽťďŊĕʦ
ûĖʦ9ûĖď·ĖÖʦûĖʦʋʉʊʍʬʦAndrei Romanovʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦTûĹĽ·ĖĝŞʬʦTĹťďĝŞ·ʬʦTŊŭĖÚŅĽĝŞʦ
and Romanov were later treated as a separate case.
dĖʦ ʋʌʦ  ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ÚÐĝĖÖʦ¥ÚĽŅÚĹĖʦ ûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ]ûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ �ĝŊĹŅʦ found Poliudova guilty 
of creating an extremist group (Article 282.1, Part 1, RCC) and incitement to terrorism or jus-
tifying it (Article 205.2, Part 2, RCC) and sentenced her to nine years’ imprisonment (the term 
ûĖÐďŊÖÚĽʦŅ÷ÚʦʋʉʋʊʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚˉʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦïĝŊĖÖʦTûĹûďďʦTĝŅĝŞʦðŊûďŅťʦĝïʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĖðʦûĖʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦ
group (Article 282.1, Part 2, RCC) and handed him a three-year suspended sentence.
�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ÚʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅʬʦ}ĝďûŊÖĝŞ·ʦ÷·ÖʦĹÚðûĽŅÚĹÚÖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦWÚïŅʦ�ÚĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦðĹĝŊĶʦĝĖʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦ
Ėĝʦď·ŅÚĹʦŅ÷·ĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦʋʉʊʐʬʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĽ÷Úʦ˒ ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĹÚ·ŅûĝĖʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟWÚïŅʟ�ÚĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟ
ðĹĝŊĶʥʟş÷ĝĽÚʟðĝ·ďĽʟ·ĹÚʟ·ʟŞûĝďÚĖŅʟÐ÷·ĖðÚʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟïĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖĽʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖ·ďʟĝĹÖÚĹʟ·ĖÖʟŞûĝď·-
ŅûĝĖʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹû·ďʟûĖŅÚðĹûŅťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʫ˓ʦTĝŅĝŞʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦÚĖŅÚĹÚÖʦûĖŅĝʦ·ʦ˒ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ
ÐĝĖĽĶûĹ·Ðť˓ʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷ÚĹʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ÚťʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ˒WÚïŅʟ�ÚĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟðĹĝŊĶ.’ Poliudova 
allegedly persuaded the rest of the accused to ‘ÏÚÐĝĕÚʟûĖŞĝďŞÚÖʟûĖʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĖð’ in the activities 
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦðĹĝŊĶʬʦŅ÷·ŅʦÐĝĖĽûĽŅÚÖʦĝïʦĝĹð·ĖûĽûĖðʦĹ·ďďûÚĽʬʦĕ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶûÐČÚŅĽʦ·ûĕÚÖʦ˒·ŅʟÖûĽ-
ÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʟŅ÷Úʟ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʟ·ĖÖʟĶĹĝŞĝČûĖðʟÐď·Ľ÷ÚĽʟşûŅ÷ʟĶĝďûÐÚʟĝïűÐÚĹĽ˓ʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦûĖʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅÚĹûĖðʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĶ˓ĽʦĶ·ðÚʦĝĖʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹĝĕĝŅûĖðʦûŅĽʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʫ
Poliudova was charged with incitement to terrorist activities for her 2019 posts on the Left 
�ÚĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦĶ·ðÚʬʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÚŤĶÚĹŅĽʦÖûĽÐĝŞÚĹÚÖʦÐ·ďďĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûĝďÚĖŅʦĽÚûŭŊĹÚʦĝïʦĶĝşÚĹʦ
and the use of violence against law enforcement agencies. Publications about the anniversa-
ry of the annexation of Crimea and pickets in support of defendants in cases of involvement 
in Hizb ut-Tahrir became another ‘criminal episode’ in the case.
It should be noted that all the actions for which Poliudova was convicted in 2021 are also listed 
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚşʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅʦ·ĽʦÚĶûĽĝÖÚĽʦĝïʦ÷ÚĹʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʬʦŅ÷ûĽʦŅûĕÚʦĝĖʦÏÚ÷·ďïʦĝïʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦðĹĝŊĶʫ
TĝŅĝŞʦş·ĽʦchargedʦşûŅ÷ʦĹŊĖĖûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĶ˓ĽʦĶ·ðÚʦĝĖʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ĝďÖûĖðʦűŞÚʦĶûÐČÚŅĽʦûĖʦ]ĝĽ-
cow and one in Tomsk in 2019.

3.4.4. The prosecution of Zarema Musaeva 
dĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŞÚĖûĖðʦĝïʦʋʉʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ�÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦïĝĹÐÚĽʬʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ^ûŭ÷Ėťʦ
^ĝŞðĝĹĝÖʦĶĝďûÐÚʬʦ ÏĹĝČÚʦ ûĖŅĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ 9ÚÖÚĹ·ďʦ RŊÖðÚʦ �·ûÖûʦ «·ĖðŊďÏ·ÚŞʬʦ ÷ûĽʦşûïÚʦ
Zarema Musaevaʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÖ·Ŋð÷ŅÚĹʫ
�÷ÚûĹʦĕûÖÖďÚʦĽĝĖʬʦEÏĹ·ðûĕʦ«·ĖðŊďÏ·ÚŞʬʦş·ĽʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅĝĹʦĝïʦ·ĖʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʦ
Ņ÷·ŅʦÐĹûŅûÐûŭÚÖʦ�·ĕŭ·ĖʦT·ÖťĹĝŞ˓ĽʦĹÚðûĕÚʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÚďÖÚĽŅʦĽĝĖʬʦ�ÏŊÏ·Č·Ĺʦ«·ĖðŊďÏ·ÚŞʬʦş·ĽʦÚĖ-
gaged in human rights activities and worked as a lawyer with the Committee Against Torture.
�Ė·ÏďÚʦŅĝʦűĖÖʦ·ĖʦÚŤÐŊĽÚʦŅĝʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹʦ�·ûÖûʦ«·ĖðŊďÏ·ÚŞʬʦş÷ĝʦÚĖĉĝťĽʦûĕĕŊĖûŅťʦ·Ľʦ·ʦïÚÖÚĹ·ďʦĉŊÖðÚʬʦ
to Chechnya the security forces apprehended his wife. She was jailed for 15 days in Grozny 
on a charge of petty hooliganism — for allegedly cursing during her arrest.

https://memohrc.org/ru/special-projects/delo-levogo-soprotivleniya
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/23/sozdatelnicu-levogo-soprotivleniya-daryu-polyudovu-prigovorili-k-devyati
https://ovd.news/express-news/2021/12/03/uchastnika-levogo-soprotivleniya-obvinyayut-v-ekstremizme-iz-za-pyati
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A criminal case was subsequently brought against Musaeva for using violence against a police 
ĝïűÐÚĹʦ̍ Article 318, Part 2, RCCˉʫʦ�÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦÐď·ûĕĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦĽ÷ÚʦĽŅĹŊÐČʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦÖŊĹûĖðʦ
the drawing up of an administrative charge.
EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦ]ŊĽ·ÚŞ·ʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦïĹ·ŊÖʦˈArticle 159, Part 3, RCCˉʦûĖʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦűďÚÖʦ
ûĖʦ�÷ÚÐ÷Ėť·ʦ Ï·ÐČʦ ûĖʦ ʋʉʊʒʫʦ �Ņʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ŅûĕÚʬʦ]ŊĽ·ÚŞ·ʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÷ÚĹʦ ÷ŊĽÏ·ĖÖʦ÷·Öʦ ÏÚÚĖʦ ďûŞûĖðʦ ĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʦ ïĝĹʦ ŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽʫʦW·şťÚĹĽʦĽŅûďďʦ÷·ŞÚʦĖĝŅʦ÷·Öʦ·ÐÐÚĽĽʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦűďÚʫʦ�÷Úʦ�÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖʦ
and Nizhny Novgorod authorities are sabotaging consideration of the lawyers’ complaints.
]ŊĽ·ÚŞ·ʦ ÷·Ľʦ ÏÚÚĖʦ ÷ÚďÖʦ ĝĖʦ ĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦ ĽûĖÐÚʦ 9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʫʦ EĖʦ �ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ ûŅʦ Ð·ĕÚʦ Ņĝʦ ďûð÷Ņʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ
Ľ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝŅʦÏÚÚĖʦĹÚÐÚûŞûĖðʦ·ĖťʦďÚŅŅÚĹĽʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦĶĹĝŞûÖûĖðʦ]ŊĽ·ÚŞ·ʦ
şûŅ÷ʦĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹťʦĕÚÖûÐûĖÚĽʦ·ĖĝĖťĕĝŊĽďťʬʦ·ĽʦĽ÷Úʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦÖû·ðĖĝĽÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÖû·ÏÚŅÚĽʫ
The abduction and prosecution of Zarema Musaeva is clearly connected with the opposition 
·ĖÖʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦ÷ÚĹʦŅşĝʦĽĝĖĽʬʦş÷ĝʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦĽÚ-
ÐĹÚŅʦ:ĹĝŭĖťʦĶĹûĽĝĖʫʦT·ÖťĹĝŞʦ÷·ĽʦĶŊÏďûÐďťʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ«·ĖðŊďÏ·ÚŞʦï·ĕûďťʦÚĖÚĕûÚĽʦĝïʦ�÷ÚÐ÷Ėť·ʦ
and terrorists and said that ‘Ņ÷ÚĹÚʟûĽʟ·ʟĶď·ÐÚʟş·ûŅûĖðʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚĕʟÚûŅ÷ÚĹʟûĖʟĶĹûĽĝĖʟĝĹʟŊĖÖÚĹðĹĝŊĖÖ.’
The project ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ considers Zarema Musaeva a political pris-
onerʫʦ �÷Úʦ ûĽʦ ûĖʦ ï·ÐŅʦ ·ʦ ÷ĝĽŅ·ðÚʦ ĝïʦ T·ÖťĹĝŞʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÷ÚĹʦ ·ÏÖŊÐŅûĝĖʦ űŅĽʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ķ·ŅŅÚĹĖʦ ĝïʦ �÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖʦ
law enforcement practices.

3.4.5. The case of the ‘Chto-delat! Telegram 
channel 
Proceedingsʦ·ĹÚʦĝĖðĝûĖðʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ˒�÷Ņĝ˂ Úď·Ņʰ˓ʦˌ˒¥÷·ŅʟûĽʟŅĝʟÏÚʟÖĝĖÚʩ’] Telegram chan-
ĖÚďʬʦûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅÚĖʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʬʦĖ·ĕÚďťʦVyacheslav Abramovʬʦ
^ûČûŅ·ʟTĹÚĽ÷Ð÷ŊČʬʦEðĝĹʟTŊŭĖÚŅĽĝŞʬʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʟTŊĹďĝŞʬʦDmitry LamanovʬʦIgor NagibinʬʦIldar Sadrievʬʦ
Dmitry ChebanovʬʦZhanna Chernovaʬʦ·ĖÖʦAleksei Yanochkin. Mariya Platonova was placed un-
ÖÚĹʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʫʦ�÷ÚʦĝşĖÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʬʦ ĕûŅĹťʦ�÷ÚÏ·ĖĝŞʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦ·ĹÚʦÏÚûĖðʦ
prosecuted for involvement in riots (Article 212, Part 1.1, RCCˉʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦŞÚĹ-
ĽûĝĖʬʦ˒·ʟðĹĝŊĶʟĝïʟûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʟÐĝĖĽûĽŅûĖðʟĝïʟ·ŅʟďÚ·ĽŅʟʃʃʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʟïĹĝĕʟĽÚŞÚĖʟÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊÚĖŅʟĹÚðûĝĖĽʟ
ĝïʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʟ·ʟĖÚŅşĝĹČʟĝïʟ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʟÐ÷·ĖĖÚďĽʟûĖʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟŅ÷ÚťʟĶĝĽŅÚÖʟĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʟ·ĖÖʠÐĝĖÖŊÐŅ-
ÚÖʟÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖĽʟ·ûĕÚÖʟ·ŅʟĝĹð·ĖûĽûĖðʟĹûĝŅĽʟĝĖʟŅ÷ÚʟŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟĝĖʟŊĖûŞÚĹĽ·ďʟ
ŞĝŅûĖðʟÖ·ťĽʟïĹĝĕʟʃʉʟ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʟŅĝʟʃʋʟ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʟʄʂʄʃ.’
�÷Úʦ�ĝĕĽČʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦEðĝĹʦTŊŭĖÚŅĽĝŞʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦðĹĝŊĶʦ
(Article 282.1, Part 2, RCC) in connection with the Left Resistance case (see 3.4.3. The Left 
Resistance case).
EĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŊĕĕÚĹʬʦ ·ʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦş·Ľʦ ·ďĽĝʦ ĝĶÚĖÚÖʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ ·ďďʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ ïĝĹʦ ûĖ-
citing hatred in an organised group (Article 282, Part 2 (c), RCC). A charge of illegal posses-
sion of explosives was also added to the charges against Nagibin (Article 222.1, Part 1, RCC) 
on the grounds that gunpowder was found during the search of his home. The activist himself 
claims he does not know to whom the gunpowder belongs.
dĖʦ ʎʦ  ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ˒�÷Ņĝ˂ Úď·Ņʰ˓ʦ �ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦ Ð÷·ĖĖÚďʦ ş·Ľʦ ŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ]ĝĽ-
cow’s Butyrsky district court.

https://memopzk.org/figurant/musaeva-zarema-abuyazitovna/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/musaeva-zarema-abuyazitovna/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/05/delo-o-telegram-kanale-chto-delat-postupilo-v-sud
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3.4.6. Prosecutions of USSR citizens 
‘USSR Citizens’ is a generic name for activists and associations that do not recognise the col-
ď·ĶĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ����ʫʦ�÷ÚťʦÏÚďûÚŞÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝŞûÚŅʦ�ĖûĝĖʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚĽʦŅĝʦÚŤûĽŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
government is illegal. The movement is very heterogeneous and there are several organisations 
operating under different names. ‘USSR Citizens’ are united by the non-recognition of the legit-
ûĕ·ÐťʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝďď·ĶĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝŞûÚŅʦ�ĖûĝĖʬʦÐ÷·ďďÚĖðûĖðʦûŅĽʦï·ÐŅʦûĖʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦďÚð·ďʦş·ťĽʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ
·ĽʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĹÚïŊĽ·ďʦŅĝʦŊĽÚʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÖĝÐŊĕÚĖŅĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝïŅÚĖʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅûĖðʦĶŊÏďûÐʦ·ş·ĹÚĖÚĽĽʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖĽʫ
EĖʦʋʉʊʒʬʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ˒����ʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽ˓ʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ˅ʦĖ·ĕÚďťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĖûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ď·ŞûÐʦ9ĝĹÐÚĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽʦ˅ʦ
was designatedʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦTĝĕûʦ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʦ�ĝŊĹŅʫʦ�÷·Ņʦĕ·ĹČÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚðûĖĖûĖðʦĝïʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ
ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ˒����ʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʫ˓ʦ�÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦĶÚ·ČÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅûĝĖʦĝïʦÖĝŭÚĖĽʦĝïʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʫʦEĖʦĕĝĽŅʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦïĝĹʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦşÚĹÚʦÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦĽŊððÚĽŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽ÷ûĶʦûĖʦ·Ėʦ˒ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʬʦĝĹʦĶĝĽŅĽʦĝĖʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĕÚÖû·ʦÐď·ûĕûĖðʦ
the illegality of the USSR’s collapse.
One of the longest terms of imprisonment was given to Sergei Taraskinʬʦş÷ĝʦ Ð·ďďĽʦ ÷ûĕĽÚďïʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ ˒����˓Ľʦ ·ÐŅûĖðʦ ĶĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʫʦ dĖʦ ʎʦ]·ťʬʦ ]ĝĽÐĝş˓Ľʦ ³ÚďÚĖĝðĹ·ÖĽČťʦ ÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ
him to eight years in a penal colony. He was found guilty of organising the activities of an ex-
tremist organisation (Article 282.2, Part 1, RCC).
EĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦÐď·ûĕĽʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĹÚʦĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʦĽĝÐû·ďďťʦÖ·ĖðÚĹĝŊĽʦ
·ÐŅĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ·ʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦdĕĽČʬʦʐʋ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖʦVladimir Beskhlebny was given a four-year 
ĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦÏťʦdĕĽČ˓Ľʦ}ÚĹŞĝĕ·ûĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝĖʦʌʊʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦïĝĹʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦĶď·ĖĖûĖðʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦŞûĝďÚĖŅʦĹÚĶď·ÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦðĝŞÚĹĖĝĹʫʦdĖʦʋʒʦRŊĖÚʬʦ
¤ĝďðĝðĹ·Öʦ9��ʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦstopped the activities of the local branch of an organisation entitled 
˒�ŊĽĽû·˓Ľʦ�ÚÐŊĹûŅťʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦ̍ Td��ǳˉ˓ʫʦ�÷ÚťʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦïĝŊĹʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦş÷ĝʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦĶďĝŅ-
ŅûĖðʦ·ʦÐĝŊĶʦÖ˓ÛŅ·Ņʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦĽÚûŭŊĹÚʦĝïʦĶĝşÚĹʫʦdĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÚĽʬʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦ÷Ú·Öʦĝïʦ¤ĝďð·ʦ
ĹÚðûĝĖʦ·ðĹûÐŊďŅŊĹ·ďʦÏĝÖûÚĽʬʦûĽʦ·ďĽĝʦʐʋʦťÚ·ĹĽʦĝďÖʫ
�÷Úʦ ïĝĹĕÚĹʦ ÷Ú·Öʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ĝďť·ŅŅûʦ ]ĝďĝŅʦ ˌ˒Hammer’] trade union of the ‘USSR citizens’ 
Vyacheslav Shepelev was found guilty of insulting a representative of the authorities in April 
(Article 319 RCCˉʬʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦ ÚĶûĽĝÖÚĽʦĝïʦ ûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦ Ņĝʦ ÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʦ ˈArticle 280, Part 2, RCCˉʬʦ
and of two episodes of inciting ethnic hatred (Article 282, Part 1, RCCˉʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦűŞÚʦÚĶûĽĝÖÚĽʦ
of incitement to extremism (Article 205.2, Part 2, RCC). The Central District Military Court 
sentenced him to six years’ imprisonment. A criminal case was brought against him at the be-
ðûĖĖûĖðʦĝïʦʋʉʋʉʦïĝĹʦĹÚĶĝĽŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÖÚĝʦ˒�ĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ}ĝďûÐÚʦdïűÐÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦ�Ĺ·ûŅĝĹĽʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ����ʦAĝĕÚď·ĖÖ˓ʬʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹÚÖʦÏťʦÏďĝððÚĹʦ�ďÚČĽ·ĖÖĹʦ�÷ÚĹĖťČ÷ʫ
EĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦĶĽťÐ÷û·ŅĹťʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʫ
9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ$ďÚĖ·ʦ·ĖÖʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʦ}·ŅĹŊĽ÷ÚŞʬʦ·ʦĕ·ĹĹûÚÖʦÐĝŊĶďÚʦş÷ĝʦ·ÖŞĝÐ·ŅÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚŞûŞ·ďʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ����ʬʦ
were sentʦŅĝʦ·ʦĶĽťÐ÷û·ŅĹûÐʦ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ^ĝŞĝĽûÏûĹĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʫʦdĖʦʋʐʦRŊďťʬʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝï-
űÐÚĹĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦŅ÷Úĕʬʦ·ďĝĖðʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦŅşĝʦŊĖÖÚĹ·ðÚʦÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖʬʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĽŊĕĕÚĹʦÐĝŅŅ·ðÚʦ·ĽʦĶ·ĹŅʦ
ĝïʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʦÐ·ĽÚʫʦEĖûŅû·ďďťʬʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďďʦŅ·ČÚĖʦŅĝʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹÚĖŅĽʦ
şÚĹÚʦŅ·ČÚĖʦŅĝʦ^ĝŞĝĽûÏûĹĽČʦ}ĽťÐ÷û·ŅĹûÐʦAĝĽĶûŅ·ďʦ^ĝʫʦʌʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖʦşÚĹÚʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦûĖʦ·ĖʦĝĹ-
phanage. They were not allowed to be put in the care of their adult siblings.
Vyacheslav Shepelev was also subjected to a compulsory psychiatric examination in 2020.

vs.komi.sudrf.ru/modules.php?name=press_dep&op=1&did=308
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/05/sud-v-moskve-prigovoril-vrio-prezidenta-sssr-k-8-godam-kolonii-po-delu-ob
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/01/31/v-omske-pensionera-otricavshego-raspad-sssr-prigovorili-k-uslovnomu-sroku
https://v1.ru/text/criminal/2022/06/29/71447501/?from=yanews&utm_source=yxnews&utm_medium=desktop
https://www.sova-center.ru/racism-xenophobia/news/counteraction/2020/12/d43374/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/07/28/v-novosibirskoy-oblasti-zaderzhali-zhenshchinu-vystupayushchuyu-za
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EŅʦûĽʦûĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅʦŅĝʦĖĝŅÚʦŅ÷·ŅʬʦïĝĹʦĽĝĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖďťʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ
the ‘Union of Slavic Forces of Rus’ extremist organisation was their coincidental abbreviated 
Ė·ĕÚʦ˅ʦ����ʬʦş÷ûďÚʦûĖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦş·ĽʦĖĝʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦş÷·ŅĽĝÚŞÚĹʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦĶĹĝĽ-
ÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦşÚĹÚʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úʦ˒��9��ʦ�Ņ·ŅÚ˓ʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʬʦŅ÷Úʦ˒�ĝŊĖÐûďʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ��9��ʦ
�ûŅûŭÚĖĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ����˓ʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ïĝĹÚĕÚĖŅûĝĖÚÖʦ˒�ŊĽĽû·˓Ľʦ�ÚÐŊĹûŅťʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦˈTd��·ˉʫ˓ʦ

3.4.7. Other criminal prosecutions of activists 
The prosecution of �ĖÖĹÚûʟT÷ĹûĽŅĝïĝĹĝŞʬʦČĖĝşĖʦ·ĽʦDrevarkh the EnlightenedʬʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʫʦ
dĖʦ ʊʋʦ R·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʦ ĝïʦTĝĕûʬʦ�ĽŅ˂¤ťĕĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦhanded him a one- year 
ĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦĝĖʦ Ð÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦ ŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ ·ʦ ðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐû·ďʦ ˈArticle 318, Part 
1, RCCˉʫʦ ĹÚŞ·ĹČ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ$Ėďûð÷ŅÚĖÚÖʬʦ·Ėʦ·ÐŅûŞÚʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅʦûĖʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖĽŅĹŊÐŅûĝĖʦ
ĝïʦ·ʦď·ĖÖűďďʦûĖʦ�÷ûÚĽʬʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦĝĖʦ·ʦŅĹ·ûĖʦş÷ÚĖʦ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĕÚĹðÚĖÐťʦÏĹ·ČÚʦş÷ûďÚʦŅĹť-
ûĖðʦŅĝʦðÚŅʦĝïïʦûĖʦ�÷ûÚĽʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹĽʬʦ÷ÚʦŅ·ĽÚĹÚÖʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦş÷ĝʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦÖÚŅ·ûĖʦ
him after receiving complaints from other passengers. It is worth noting that an examination 
ÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦűĖÖʦ·ĖťʦŅĹ·ÐÚĽʦĝïʦŅ·ĽÚĹʦŊĽÚʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚĹ˓ĽʦÏĝÖťʬʦ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦŅ÷Úʦď·ŅŅÚĹʦ÷·ÖʦĽŅ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
he experienced ‘·ÐŊŅÚʟĶ÷ťĽûÐ·ďʟĶ·ûĖʫ˓ʦ�Ņʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦ ŅûĕÚʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ Ņ÷Úĕ-
selves had used a taser to detain the environmental activist.
dĖʦʊʌʦ R·ĖŊ·Ĺťʬʦ�÷ÚÏĝČĽ·Ĺťʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦAlena Blinova was charged with participation in the ac-
tivities of an extremist organisation (Article 282.2, Part 2, RCC) on suspicion of participating 
ûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹŅĶĝÖðĝŅĝŞČ·ʦˌ˒�ĹŅûďďÚĹťʟˁĝĹʟ�ĹŅ˂ʟ}ĹÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĝĖ˓ˍʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʬʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦdĖʦʋʒʦ Ú-
ÐÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ·ʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʦş·ĽʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦ·Ņʦ�ďûĖĝŞ·˓Ľʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦş÷ÚĹÚʦĽ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʫʦ�÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽŊÏ-
sequently released on travel restrictions.
EĖʦ ʋʉʊʒʦ ·ĖÖʦ ʋʉʋʊʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ ş·Ľʦ űĖÚÖʦ ïĝĹʦ Ķ÷ĝŅĝðĹ·Ķ÷ûĖðʦ ĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʦ ÏÚ·ĹûĖðʦ
the Artpodgotovka insignia.
dĖʦʍʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ$ŞðÚĖťʟTŊĹ·ČûĖʬʦ·ʦ�ÚŊŅĝŞʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦďĝÐ·ďʦ«·ÏďĝČĝʦ
ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶ·ĹŅťʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÖĹ·ððûĖðʦĝĖʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʉʊʋʬʦÐ·ĕÚʦŅĝʦ·ĖʦÚĖÖʫʦ�÷Úʦ³÷ÚďÚŭĖĝÖĝĹĝŭ÷Ėťʦ
City Court gaveʦTŊĹ·ČûĖʦ·ʦŅ÷ĹÚÚ˂ťÚ·ĹʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦïĹ·ŊÖʦˈArticle 
159, Part 4, RCCˉʫʦEĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦŅ÷ÚĖʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦ·ʦĶĹÚŅÚŤŅʦïĝĹʦĶÚ-
ĹûĝÖûÐ·ďďťʦ ĶŊŅŅûĖðʦ ĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦ ĝĖʦTŊĹ·ČûĖʦ Ņ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʦ ÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ûĖŅÚĹĹĝð·ŅûĝĖĽʫʦ �÷Úʦ Ð÷·ĹðÚĽʦ
şÚĹÚʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦ·Ėʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦûĖÖÚÏŅÚÖĖÚĽĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝŊĽûĖðʦÐĝĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚʬʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦTŊĹ·ČûĖʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ûĹʬʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ÷Ú·ŅûĖðʦŊŅûďûŅťʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦ÷·ĽʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦTŊĹ·Č-
in’s prosecution as politically motivated.
Among the politically motivated prosecutions of 2022 there was one unexpectedly positive 
development which appears particularly exceptional given the generally negative trends. 
dĖʦʊʎʦ]·ťʬʦTĝĕĽĝĕĝďĽČ˂ĝĖ˂�ĕŊĹ˓ĽʦÐÚĖŅĹ·ďʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦacquitted Yulia Tsvetkovaʬʦ·Ėʦ·ĹŅûĽŅʬʦ
ïÚĕûĖûĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Ú·ŅĹÚʦÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʫʦEĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦT÷·Ï·ĹĝŞĽČʦ�ÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦÖûĽĕûĽĽÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚ-
ÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦÐĝĕĶď·ûĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦŊĶ÷ÚďÖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐĸŊûŅŅ·ďʫʦ�ĝʦĹÚÐ·Ķʬʦ�ĽŞÚŅČĝŞ·ʦş·Ľʦ·ʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦûĖʦ·Ėʦ·ÏĽŊĹÖʦ
Ð·ĽÚʦûĖŞĝďŞûĖðʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦûďďÚð·ďʦĶĹĝÖŊÐŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦŅĹ·ïűÐČûĖðʦĝïʦĶĝĹĖĝðĹ·Ķ÷ťʦˈArticle 242, Part 
3 (b), RCC) in connection with the management of the feminist body-positive public page ‘Va-
ðûĖ·ʦ]ĝĖĝďĝðŊÚĽ˓ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĶĝĽŅÚÖʦ·ÏĽŅĹ·ÐŅʦûĕ·ðÚĽʦĝïʦïÚĕ·ďÚʦðÚĖûŅ·ďû·ʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦ·ĖʦÚŤ·ĕ-
ĶďÚʦĝïʦ÷ĝşʦĖ·ŅûĝĖşûÖÚʦÐĝĖĽÚĹŞ·ŅûŞÚʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ĝĕĝĶ÷ĝÏûÐʦŅÚĖÖÚĖÐûÚĽʦÖĹûŞÚĖʦÏťʦĝïűÐû·ďʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦ

https://ovdinfo.org/express-news/2022/01/12/sud-vynes-prigovor-arhangelskomu-ekoaktivistu-drevarhu-prosvetlennomu
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/09/v-cheboksarah-zavershilos-rassledovanie-dela-ob-uchastii-v-artpodgotovke
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/03/04/glave-reutovskogo-yabloka-naznachili-tri-goda-uslovno
https://memopzk.org/figurant/kurakin-evgenij-nikolaevich/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/07/15/sud-v-komsomolske-na-amure-opravdal-hudozhnicu-yuliyu-cvetkovu-po-delu-o
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policy has not everywhere affected the regional level. It also illustrated the growing ideologisa-
tion of repression. The formal reason for the prosecution was merely a denunciation by Timur 
�Ŋď·ŅĝŞʬʦ·ĖʦĝĶĶĝĖÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦW:���ʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅťʫʦ�ĖïĝĹŅŊĖ·ŅÚďťʬʦÖÚĽĶûŅÚʦ�ĽŞÚŅČĝŞ·˓Ľʦ·ÐĸŊûŅŅ·ďʬʦ
the tendency to protect so-called traditional values   with the help of criminal sanctions contin-
ues (see 3.8. Cases of ‘violation of the holy’).

3.5. Prosecutions of human rights 
defenders and lawyers 
Prosecutions of human rights defenders form a small part of politically motivated criminal 
ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʬʦÏŊŅʦĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅʦ·ʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʦĶŊÏďûÐʦÖ·ĖðÚĹʫʦ�÷ûĽʦûĽʦĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ
ĝïʦ ŊĖĉŊĽŅûűÚÖʬʦ ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦ ĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ ÷Ŋĕ·Ėʦ Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦ ÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹĽʬʦ ûŅʦ ûĽʦ ĖĝŅʦ ĝĖďťʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦŅ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʦş÷ĝʦÏÚÐĝĕÚʦŅ÷ÚʦŅ·ĹðÚŅʦĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʬʦÏŊŅʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦ·ĽʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ
and the work of protecting them. 
We are convinced that there is a direct link between political prosecutions of human rights 
defenders and the state of democracy and respect for human rights in the country. Unfortu-
Ė·ŅÚďťʬʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹĽʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦÐ÷·ĖðÚʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʫʦ�÷ûĽʦ
included both pressure on those previously deprived of liberty and new prosecutions of human 
rights defenders and human rights organisations. 
Although human rights defenders are often prosecuted on general criminal charges rather 
Ņ÷·ĖʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦşĝĹČʬʦ·ďďʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ŅŅĹ·ÐŅʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʦ·ŅŅÚĖŅûĝĖʫ

3.5.1. New criminal prosecutions of human 
rights defenders 
�·Č÷ĹĝĕʟT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞ
EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ ĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ Ð·ĽÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ Ņ÷ÚʦşÚďď˂ČĖĝşĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦ
defender �·Č÷ĹĝĕʟT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞʬʦ·ʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĖĝş˂ÖûĽĽĝďŞÚÖʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʫʦ
T÷·ĕĹĝÚŞʦ ûĽʦ ČĖĝşĖʦĖĝŅʦ ĝĖďťʦ ïĝĹʦ ÷ûĽʦ ·ÐŅûŞÚʦÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦ ĝïʦ�ÚĖŅĹ·ďʦ �Ľû·ĖʦĕûðĹ·ĖŅĽʦ
·ĖÖʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ]ŊĽďûĕĽʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦïĝĹʦ÷ûĽʦĶŊÏďûÐʦÐĹûŅûÐûĽĕʦĝïʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅ·Ĺû·Ėʦ�ÚĖŅĹ·ďʦ�Ľû·ĖʦĹÚðûĕÚĽʦ
and for organising pickets in front of embassies of Central Asian countries. He has been repeat-
edly subjected to various prosecutions for these activities. 
dĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĹĖûĖðʦĝïʦʋʍʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ9��ʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦÏĹĝČÚʦûĖŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʬʦĝĶÚĖûĖðʦûŅʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦČÚťʫʦ
�÷Úťʦ ÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦ ·ʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĽÚûŭÚÖʦ ·ďďʦ ÐĝĕĶŊŅÚĹĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ķ÷ĝĖÚĽʦ ĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʫʦ T÷·ĕĹĝ-
ev’s wife Zukhra managed to contact a lawyer only after the search was completed. The human 

https://novayagazeta.eu/articles/2022/05/12/khishchniki-protiv-chuzhogo
https://mediazona.ca/article/2022/03/16/bhamroev
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rights defender has been held on remand since 25 February. 
The pro-government TV channel REN TV immediately labelledʦT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞʦ·ʦ˒ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦÏû-
ŭ·ĹĹÚďťʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦĝïʦďûĖČĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ�ÚÐŊĹûŅťʦ�ÚĹŞûÐÚʬʦş÷ûďÚʦûĖʦÚ·Ĺďťʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦ�ĝĽűĖĕĝĖ-
itoring added his name to the list of individuals involved in extremism and terrorism. 
�÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦ ïĝĹʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦşÚĹÚʦ ĽûŤʦ 9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʦĶĝĽŅĽʬʦ Ņşĝʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦşÚĹÚʦ ĹÚĶĝĽŅĽʦ
·ĖÖʦĝĖÚʦş·Ľʦ·ʦďûĖČʦŅĝʦ·ʦŞûÖÚĝʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹʦ˒·ÖŞĝ-
Ð·ŅÚÖʟŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕ’ by posting materials on his personal page allegedly related to the international 
Ķ·Ė˂EĽď·ĕûĽŅʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶ·ĹŅťʦAûŭÏʦŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ûĽʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦ ûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ9ĝŊĹʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĽûŤʦĶĝĽŅĽʦ
÷·ÖʦĖĝŅ÷ûĖðʦŅĝʦÖĝʦşûŅ÷ʦAûŭÏʦŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷Úťʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦÐĝĖŅ·ûĖÚÖʦŞĝÐ·ÏŊď·Ĺťʦ˒ŅťĶûÐ·ďʟĝïʟŅ÷ûĽʟ
organisationʫ˓ʦ �÷Úʦ ĹÚĕ·ûĖûĖðʦ ŅşĝʦĶĝĽŅĽʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖʦAûŭÏʦŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʬʦ ÏŊŅʦ ÖĝʦĖĝŅʦ ûĖÐûŅÚʦ ŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʫʦ
The expert opinion referred to by the investigators does not explain in any way what exactly 
ĕ·ČÚĽʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦÖ·ĖðÚĹĝŊĽʫʦ¥ûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅûĖðʦ·ʦĽŊÏĽŅ·ĖŅûŞÚʦ·Ė·ďťĽûĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĶÚÐûűÐʦ
ĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤĶÚĹŅĽʦĖĝŅÚʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ĖťʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦûŅĽÚďïʦûĽʦĽŊïűÐûÚĖŅʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦ
for determining that the material promotes or incites terrorism. 
T÷·ĕĹĝÚŞʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅşĝʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʭʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʦˈArti-
cle 205.2, Part 2, RCC) and organising activities of a terrorist organisation (Article 205.5, Part 1, 
RCC). The second charge came to our knowledge only in October. 
The human rights defender vehemently denies involvement in the activities of Hizb-ut-Tahrir 
·ĖÖʦĕ·ČûĖðʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦĝĖʦÏÚ÷·ďïʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦĽŅ·ŅûĖðʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ûĽʦ9·ÐÚÏĝĝČʦĶ·ðÚʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦ
hacked repeatedly. He links the charges of supporting Hizb-ut-Tahrir to his work with cas-
ÚĽʦĝïʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦûŅĽʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦ·ÐŅûŞÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ
stance. 
EĖʦï·ÐŅʬʦT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞʦĽŅ·ĖÖĽʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦĝĹÖûĖ·Ĺťʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦşĝĹČʦ˅ʦűďûĖðʦÐĝĕĶď·ûĖŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĶĶďû-
Ð·ŅûĝĖĽʦşûŅ÷ʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʫʦEĖʦÚĽĽÚĖÐÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹ-
ûŅûÚĽʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦÚŞÚĖʦŅĹťʦŅĝʦ÷ûÖÚʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úťʦ·ĹÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĖðʦT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞʦĶĹÚÐûĽÚďťʦïĝĹʦ÷ûĽʦÖÚ-
fence of human rights. 
³ŊČ÷Ĺ·ʟT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞ· was also subjected to pressure to sign the report of the search she did not at-
ŅÚĖÖʦ·ĖÖʦş·Ľʦď·ŅÚĹʦûÖÚĖŅûűÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦşûŅĖÚĽĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦĕ·ÖÚʦŅĝʦĽûðĖʦ·ʦĖĝĖ˂ÖûĽÐďĝĽŊĹÚʦ·ðĹÚÚ-
ment and forbidden to attend her husband’s court hearings. Later searches were conducted 
at the apartment of Agnessa IlyinaʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·Ŋð÷ŅÚĹʦĝïʦT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞ˓ĽʦşûïÚʫʦ�÷Úʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦĕ·ÖÚʦŅĝʦĽûðĖʦ
a non-disclosure agreement. 
�·Č÷ĹĝĕʦT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞʦ ûĽʦ ČĖĝşĖʦ ïĝĹʦ÷ûĽʦ ďĝĖðĽŅ·ĖÖûĖðʦşĝĹČʦ ûĖʦÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
]ŊĽďûĕĽʦ·ĖÖʦĕûðĹ·ĖŅĽʦïĹĝĕʦ�ÚĖŅĹ·ďʦ�Ľû·ʬʦ ïĝĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷Úʦ÷·ĽʦÐĝĕÚʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÐĹŊŅûĖťʦĝïʦÏĝŅ÷ʦ
Russian and Uzbek security services. 
�Ľʦ ·ʦ ĹÚĽŊďŅʦ ĝïʦ ÷ûĽʦ ÷Ŋĕ·Ėʦ Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦ ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʬʦ T÷·ĕĹĝÚŞʦ ÷·Ľʦ ÏÚÚĖʦ ĹÚĶÚ·ŅÚÖďťʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦ ĽûĖÐÚʦ
ʋʉʉʌʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ·ĖÖʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʬʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦÏÚ·ŅÚĖʦÏťʦ·Ėʦ9��ʦĝïűÐÚĹʬʦ
÷·Öʦ ÷ûĽʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ÐûŅûŭÚĖĽ÷ûĶʦ ĹÚŞĝČÚÖʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ·Ėʦ ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ÷Úʦ ÷·Öʦ ÏĝŊð÷Ņʦ ĝĖʦ ·ʦĕĝĹŅð·ðÚʦ
has been taken from him without any compensation. 
�÷ÚĹÚʦûĽʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦŅĝʦÏÚďûÚŞÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÐĝďďÚ·ðŊÚĽʦïĹĝĕʦ
�ŭÏÚČûĽŅ·Ėʬʦ·ĹÚʦûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅÚÖʦûĖʦT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚʦûĽʦ·ʦČĖĝşĖʦûĖĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦĝïʦrecruitment of someone 
ŅĝʦÐ·ĹĹťʦĝŊŅʦĶĹĝŞĝÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦûĖĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʦĝïʦûĖÖŊÐûĖðʦ
prisoners to testify against him. 

https://ren.tv/news/kriminal/943625-zaderzhannyi-v-moskve-terrorist-otritsaet-vinu
https://memohrc.org/ru/news_old/neudavshayasya-verbovka-istoriya-grazhdanskogo-aktivista-iz-centralnoy-azii
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We believe that the charge of justifying terrorism pressed against the Memorial Human Rights 
�ÚĖŅĹÚʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞʦ ÐĝŊďÖʦ ĽÚĹŞÚʦ ·Ľʦ ·Ėʦ ûĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅʦ ĶĹÚŅÚŤŅʦ ïĝĹʦĕ·ČûĖðʦ Ľûĕûď·Ĺʦ ·ÐÐŊĽ·-
tions against Memorial Human Rights Centre itself in the future. Such allegations were made 
ûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚ˓ĽʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦÐď·ûĕʦĽÚĖŅʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ ûĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ
�÷ÚʦT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĽûĽʦïĝĹʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖ˓ĽʦĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚʦ
of the Civic Assistance organisation. 
�÷ÚʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹĽʦ�·Č÷ĹĝĕʦT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞʦ·ʦpolitical prisoner 
ĽûĖÐÚʦ÷ÚʦûĽʦÏÚûĖðʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦ÷ûĽʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦşĝĹČʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦïĝĹʦ÷ûĽʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦ
ÏÚďûÚïĽʬʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ·ûĕʦĝïʦ ŅÚĹĕûĖ·ŅûĖðʦ÷ûĽʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʬʦ ûĖŅûĕûÖ·ŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅťʦ
ûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ·ĖÖʬʦûĖʦĽŊĕʬʦĶĹÚĽÚĹŞûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦĽŅĹÚĖðŅ÷ÚĖûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽ˓ʦðĹûĶʦĝĖʦĶĝşÚĹʫ

Gregori Markus Severin Vinter
:ĹÚðĝĹûʦ]·ĹČŊĽʦ �ÚŞÚĹûĖʦ¤ûĖŅÚĹʬʦ ·ʦ ÷Ŋĕ·Ėʦ Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦ ÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹʦ ïĹĝĕʦ�÷ÚĹÚĶĝŞÚŅĽʬʦş·Ľʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅ-
ed for ‘fake news’ about the Russian army (Article 207.3, Part 2, clause (e), RCC). Remanded 
ûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĝĖʦʋʍʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦĝĖʦ ʊʒʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦŅĝʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦ·ïŅÚĹʦĖŊĕÚĹĝŊĽʦ
ÐĝĕĶď·ûĖŅĽʦ ·ÏĝŊŅʦ ÷ûĽʦ ÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦ ÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʫʦ �÷Úʦ÷Ŋĕ·Ėʦ Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦ ÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹʦş·ĽʦűĖ·ďďťʦ Ð÷·ĹðÚÖʦ
on 15 December. 
VinterʦûĽʦ·ʦşÚďď˂ČĖĝşĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʬʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ¤ĝďĝðÖ·ʦÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ9ĝĹʦAŊ-
ĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʦˈş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷·ĽʦĽûĖÐÚʦÏÚÚĖʦÐďĝĽÚÖʦÖĝşĖʦÏťʦ·ʦÐĝŊĹŅˉʫʦEĖʦĹÚÐÚĖŅʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦ¤ûĖŅÚĹʦ
÷·ĽʦïĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦÚŤÐÚĽĽûŞÚʦ·ĖÖʦûďďÚð·ďʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦĝïʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹ-
ûŅûÚĽʦĉŊĽŅûűÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦűð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĹĝĖ·ŞûĹŊĽʫʦ¤ûĖŅÚĹʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦ·ÐŅûŞÚʦûĖʦÖÚ-
fending the Pulovsky forest against logging. 
The investigation presented as spreading ‘information known to be false’ a comment about 
mass murders and rapes in Bucha that appeared under someone else’s post along with eight 
reposts about the shelling of the theatre in Mariupol. The prosecution’s evidence that this in-
ïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦûĽʦï·ďĽÚʦÐĝĖĽûĽŅĽʦĝïʦ·ʦĹÚïÚĹÚĖÐÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ ÚïÚĖÐÚʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹť˓ĽʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʫʦ
¤ûĖŅÚĹʦ ĽŊïïÚĹĽʦ ïĹĝĕʦ ûĖĽŊďûĖ˂ÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦ Öû·ÏÚŅÚĽʬʦ ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʦ ûĖûŅû·ďďťʦ ÷Úʦ ÖûÖʦ ĖĝŅʦ ĹÚÐÚûŞÚʦ ûĖĽŊ-
lin in the remand centre and had to use his own supplies. Vinter complained about the lack 
ĝïʦ÷Ú·ŅûĖðʦûĖʦ÷ûĽʦÐÚďďʬʦŅ÷·ŅʦĹÚĽŊďŅÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦÖĹĝĶʦûĖʦŅÚĕĶÚĹ·ŅŊĹÚʦ·ŅʦĖûð÷ŅʦŅĝʦʍ˂ʏʦÖÚðĹÚÚĽʦ�ÚďĽûŊĽʬʦ
and about problems with food. He later reported that he had become deaf in his left ear because 
of the cold in the cell and continued to suffer from a lack of medication to combat the effects 
ĝïʦÐĝĹĝĖ·ŞûĹŊĽʦ·ĖÖʦÚ·ĹʦûĖŲ·ĕĕ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ¤ûĖŅÚĹʦ·ďĽĝʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ÷Ŋĕûďû·ŅÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦÏÚ·ŅÚĖʦ
in the remand prison in an attempt to get him to declare that he belonged to the lowest caste 
of prison inmates that are victims of regular and degrading humiliation. 
�÷ûĽʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅʦŅĝʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹʫʦAÚʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČÚÖʦ
in the past and repeatedly condemned for criticising local authorities. 
The project ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ considers Gregori Vinter a political prisoner. 

https://memopzk.org/figurant/hamroev-bahrom-mardonovich/
https://spektr.press/news/2022/11/22/pravozaschitniku-gregori-markusu-severinu-vinteru-iz-cherepovca-prodlili-domashnij-arest-ranee-on-zhalovalsya-na-pytki-v-sizo/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/vinter-gregori-markus-severin/
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3.5.2. Ongoing prosecutions of human 
rights defenders 
 ĕûŅĹťʟT·ĕťĖûĖʟ·ĖÖʟ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʟ�·Ĺ·ĖÚĖČĝ
�·ÐČʦûĖʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʋʊʬʦŅşĝʦÐĝĝĹÖûĖ·ŅĝĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ˒�ûÏûĹʦ}Ĺ·ŞĝŞ·ť·˓ʦˌ˒Legal Siberia’] human rights 
ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ ĕûŅĹťʟT·ĕťĖûĖ and Vladimir Taranenkoʬʦş÷ĝʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚÖʦďÚð·ďʦ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦŅĝʦÐĝĖ-
ŞûÐŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʬʦşÚĹÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ
ş·Ľʦ ĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦ ·ÏĝŊŅʦ ŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ TÚĕÚĹĝŞĝʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʦ ĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦ ĶĹûĽĝĖĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĶÚĖ·ďʦ ÐĝďĝĖûÚĽʫʦ
The human rights defenders were charged with illegal possession of drugs (Article 228 RCC) 
and extortion (Article 163 RCCˉʬʦ ĹÚĽĶÚÐŅûŞÚďťʫʦ�·Ĺ·ĖÚĖČĝʦĽŅ·ŅÚÖʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʦ
in the remand prison. 
�ĖÚŤĶÚÐŅÚÖďťʬʦ ûĖʦ R·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦ T·ĕťĖûĖʦ ş·Ľʦ ĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦ ïĹĝĕʦ ÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ďÚð·ďʦ ĶĹĝÐÚÚÖûĖðĽʦ
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĹŊðʦÐ·ĽÚʦşÚĹÚʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦïĝĹʦď·ÐČʦĝïʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʬʦ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦĖĝŅʦÖĹĝĶĶÚÖʫʦ
]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ ûĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚďťʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
�·Ĺ·ĖÚĖČĝʦ˅ʦÚŤŅĝĹŅûĝĖʦĝïʦʋʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦTÚĕÚĹĝŞĝʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʫʦdĖʦʋʊʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʬʦ�·Ĺ·ĖÚĖČĝʦ
ş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦÐĹÚ·ŅûĖðʦ·ʦÐÚďďʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ}ĹûĽĝĖʦWûïÚʦûĽʦdĖÚʦˌˋ�ĹĹÚĽŅ·ĖŅĽČťʟ�Čď·Öʟ$ÖûĖˌʠʾʟ��$] 
ĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĽʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ
EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦT·ĕťĖûĖʦş·ĽʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʫʦ�ŅʦĝĖÚʦĶĝûĖŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ïïʦĽŅĝĶĶÚÖʦïĝĹş·ĹÖûĖðʦ
÷ûĽʦÐĝĕĶď·ûĖŅĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦş÷ÚĖʦ÷ÚʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦĽŊÏĕûŅʦ·ʦĖÚşʦÐĝĕĶď·ûĖŅʬʦ
÷Úʦş·ĽʦÏÚ·ŅÚĖʬʦ÷ûĽʦ÷·ĖÖĽʦşÚĹÚʦŅşûĽŅÚÖʬʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ûĽʦĕĝŊŅ÷ʦŞûĝďÚĖŅďťʦ ïĝĹÐÚÖʦĝĶÚĖʫʦ�÷ÚʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʦ
the human rights defender complained of were numerous. He alleged he was deliberately in-
ïÚÐŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ ÐĝĹĝĖ·ŞûĹŊĽʦ Ņ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʦ ·ʦ ĽĶÚÐû·ďďťʦ ·ĹĹ·ĖðÚÖʦ ÐĝĖŅ·ÐŅʦşûŅ÷ʦ ·ʦ ĽûÐČʦ ĶÚĹĽĝĖʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷ÚĖʦ
ûĽĝď·ŅÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦÖûĹŅťʦÐÚďďʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦ·Ėťʦďûð÷ŅʬʦŅ·ÏďÚʬʦĝĹʦŅĝûďÚŅʦÐûĽŅÚĹĖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÖŊĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ÷ûĽʦûďďĖÚĽĽʦ
and was not given any correspondence or legal literature. 
T·ĕťĖûĖʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅÚĖÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÖÚĶĝĹŅ·ŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦTĹ·ĽĖĝť·ĹĽČʬʦ·ş·ťʦïĹĝĕʦ÷ûĽʦï·ĕûďťʫʦEĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ
TÚĕÚĹĝŞĝ˓Ľʦ³·ŞĝÖĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦÖûĽĕûĽĽÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦÐĝĕĶď·ûĖŅʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅ-
ŅÚÚ˓ĽʦĹÚïŊĽ·ďʦŅĝʦûĖûŅû·ŅÚʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝÐÚÚÖûĖðĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚ·ŅÚĖʦ÷ûĕʬʦ
ignoring the video of the beating and the recorded bruises and injuries on his face. 
Taranenko’s abuse in the remand prison continued as well. He was not issued any footwear 
·ĖÖʦş·ĽʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦŅĝʦşÚ·ĹʦĶď·ĽŅûÐʦÏ·ðĽʦûĖʦşûĖŅÚĹʫʦEĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦ÷Úʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĹÚðŊď·ĹďťʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦĶŊĖ-
ûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʦÐÚďďʫʦ�ĶÚ·ČûĖðʦŞû·ʦŞûÖÚĝÐĝĖïÚĹÚĖÐÚʦûĖʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʬʦ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚÖʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦČÚĶŅʦûĖʦ·ʦĶŊĖûĽ÷-
ĕÚĖŅʦÐÚďďʦïĝĹʦűŞÚʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʫʦ�÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·Ņʦ�·Ĺ·ĖÚĖČĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĶÚĹĕ·ĖÚĖŅďťʦČÚĶŅʦûĖʦ·ʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʦ
ÐÚďďʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦÐĝĖűĹĕÚÖʦÏťʦT·ĕťĖûĖʫʦ
�÷Úʦ ·ÐÐŊĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦT·ĕťĖûĖʦ ·ĖÖʦ�·Ĺ·ĖÚĖČĝʦ Ĺ·ûĽÚʦ ĹÚ·ĽĝĖ·ÏďÚʦ ĽŊĽĶûÐûĝĖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ûŅʦ ûĽʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ
human rights activities that seem to have been the reason for initiating criminal proceedings 
against them.

https://www.sibreal.org/a/kak-siloviki-mstyat-byvshim-zaklyuchennym-za-rasskazy-o-pytkah/31674601.html
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Yury Dmitriev
�÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ«ŊĹťʦ ĕûŅĹûÚŞʬʦ÷ûĽŅĝĹû·ĖʬʦĹÚĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĹʦĝïʦÏŊĹû·ďʦĽûŅÚĽʦĝïʦŞûÐŅûĕĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚ-
ĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦÐ÷·ûĹʦĝïʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ĽʦT·ĹÚďû·ʦÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ʬʦÏÚð·ĖʦûĖʦʋʉʊʏʦĝĖʦÖ·ĕ·ðûĖðʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦĶ·ÚÖĝ-
philia. A series of trials in 2021 resulted in a 15-year custodial sentence in a strict regime prison 
colony. Memorial recognised Yury Dmitriev as a political prisoner prosecuted for his human 
rights work. The chronologyʦ ĝïʦ ĕûŅĹûÚŞ˓Ľʦ ŅĹû·ďĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ŅşûÐÚʦ ÚĖÖÚÖʦ ûĖʦ ·ʦ ÖÚ˂ï·ÐŅĝʦ ·ÐĸŊûŅŅ·ďʦ
ûĖʦ}ÚŅĹĝŭ·ŞĝÖĽČʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦ·ĖÖʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅʦÐ·ĖÐÚďď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅĽʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʦĝïʦT·-
ĹÚďû·ʦ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʦ�ĝŊĹŅʬʦûĽʦ·Ş·ûď·ÏďÚʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦşÚÏĽûŅÚʫʦ
�ûĖÐÚʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·Öʦĝïʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ĽʦT·ĹÚďû·ʦÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦĹÚðŊď·ĹʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦ
in the Mordovian penal colony No. 18. He was placed in a punitive isolation unit for three days 
ĝĖʦʊʏʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦïĝĹʦűŞÚʦÖ·ťĽʦĝĖʦʊʒʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦïĝĹʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦűŞÚʦÖ·ťĽʦĝĖʦʋʏʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʫʦ
9ĹĝĕʦʊʏʦŅĝʦʋʒʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ûĽŅĝĹû·ĖʦĽĶÚĖŅʦĝĖďťʦĝĖÚʦÖ·ťʦĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊĖûŅûŞÚʦûĽĝď·ŅûĝĖʦŊĖûŅʫʦ
Dmitriev was placed in the punitive isolation unit for a fourth time on 4 November for ten con-
ĽÚÐŊŅûŞÚʦÖ·ťĽʫʦEĖʦŅĝŅ·ďʬʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅŊĕĖʦ÷ÚʦĽĶÚĖŅʦʋʌʦÖ·ťĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʦŊĖûŅʫʦ�÷Úʦĕ·Ė·ðÚ-
ĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦŊĽÚĽʦ·ĖťʦïĝĹĕ·ďʦĶĹÚŅÚŤŅʦŅĝʦĕÚŅÚʦĝŊŅʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʬʦ ûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦï·ûďûĖðʦ
ŅĝʦðĹÚÚŅʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦðŊ·ĹÖĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶĹĝĶÚĹʦĕ·ĖĖÚĹʬʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦ·ʦÐ·ŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚÖʬʦĖĝŅʦĶŊŅŅûĖðʦťĝŊĹʦ÷·ĖÖĽʦ
behind your back and not having a name tag on your clothes.

Evgeny Pleskachev
In 2022 the human rights defender Evgeny Pleskachev from Mednogorsk continued to serve 
his sentence in Orenburg region. In December 2020 he had been found guilty of two episodes 
of insulting a judge (Article 297, Part 2, RCCˉʬʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ʦĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ŋ-
thorities (Article 318, Part 1, RCC) and six episodes of insulting a representative of the authori-
ties (Article 319 RCCˉʫʦEĖûŅû·ďďťʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦĝĖÚʦťÚ·Ĺʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʦĝïʦÐĝĕĶŊďĽĝĹťʦ
ď·ÏĝŊĹʬʦşûŅ÷ʦʊʉʦĶÚĹÐÚĖŅʦĝïʦÚ·ĹĖûĖðĽʦşûŅ÷÷ÚďÖʬʦÏŊŅʦĝĖʦʊʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʋʊʦdĹÚĖÏŊĹðʦ�ÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦ
reduced the term by two months on appeal. 
�ĝʦĽÚĹŞÚʦ÷ûĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹʦş·ĽʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦďĝÐ·ďʦĹÚ÷·ÏûďûŅ·ŅûĝĖʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʬʦ
where he was repeatedly subjected to pressure by the administration. He was given regular 
ĹÚĶĹûĕ·ĖÖĽʬʦĖĝŅʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦïĝĹʦŅĹÚ·ŅĕÚĖŅʦïĝĹʦďĝĖðʦĶÚĹûĝÖĽʦĝïʦŅûĕÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦĶĹÚŞÚĖŅÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦĝÏ-
ĽÚĹŞûĖðʦÏÚÖʦĹÚĽŅʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ}ďÚĽČ·Ð÷ÚŞʦş·ĽʦïĝŊĖÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦ·ʦĶÚĹĽûĽŅÚĖŅʦĹÚðûĕÚʦŞûĝď·ŅĝĹʦ
·ĖÖʦûĖʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʋʋʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦĽĶÚÐû·ďʦï·ÐûďûŅťʦïĝĹʦĽŊÐ÷ʦûĖĕ·ŅÚĽʫʦ
EĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦwe became aware that the Novotroitsk court in Orenburg region had refused to sat-
isfy the application by the head of the rehabilitation centre to transfer Pleskachev to a penal 
ÐĝďĝĖťʫʦEĖʦ]·ťʬʦ}ďÚĽČ·Ð÷ÚŞʦ÷·ÖʦĽÚĹŞÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦûĖʦïŊďďʦ·ĖÖʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʫʦ
Pleskachev is known in Mednogorsk and Orenburg region for his civil society and human rights 
şĝĹČʫʦAÚʦűð÷ŅĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ÏŊĽÚĽʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ ďĝÐ·ďʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ûĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ]ÚÖĖĝðĝĹĽČʦ
ŅĝşĖʦÐĝŊĹŅʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦTŊŞ·ĖÖťČʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦÖÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʫʦ�÷Úʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦ
defender actively publicises his activities on social media. He has been repeatedly subjected 
ŅĝʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦÏťʦďĝÐ·ďʦĝïűÐû·ďĽʬʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦş÷ĝĕʬʦ·ʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʬʦĝĶÚĖďťʦş·ĹĖÚÖʦ}ďÚĽČ·Ð÷ÚŞʭʦ˒ EïʟťĝŊʟÐĝĖ-
ŅûĖŊÚʟşĹûŅûĖðʥʟEʟĽ÷·ďďʟŅ·ČÚʟ·ÐŅûĝĖʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟťĝŊ.’ 

https://memopzk.org/figurant/dmitriev-yurij-alekseevich/
https://memohrc.org/ru/defendants/dmitriev-yuriy-alekseevich
https://ovd.info/express-news/2022/09/29/istorika-yuriya-dmitrieva-v-tretiy-raz-za-sentyabr-otpravili-v-shizo
https://semnasem.org/articles/2020/02/28/tem-kto-imeet-svoe-lichnoe-yarkoe-mnenie-zakryvayut-rot-v-orenburgskoj-oblasti-pravozashitnika-budut-sudit-po-trem-statyam-ugolovnogo-kodeksa
https://semnasem.org/news/2022/03/22/orenburgskij-sud-ne-stal-zamenyat-pravozashitniku-prinuditelnye-raboty-na-lishenie-svobody
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¤ď·ÖĕûĹʟT·ŭ·ĖŅĽÚŞ
RŊÖûÐû·ďʦĶĹĝÐÚÚÖûĖðĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ʦď·şťÚĹʦş÷ĝʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚÖʦďĝÐ·ďʦÚĖŞûĹĝĖĕÚĖŅ·ďʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦÐĝĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦ
in Chelyabinsk. On 19 September he was sentenced to four years in a penal colony and ordered 
ŅĝʦĶ·ťʦʎʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦÐĝĕĶÚĖĽ·ŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÐŅûĕʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʫʦ�÷Úʦ�ĝŞÚŅĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ
ïĝŊĖÖʦ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʦT·ŭ·ĖŅĽÚŞʦðŊûďŅťʦĝïʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦïĹ·ŊÖʦ·ĖÖʦ·ÏŊĽÚʦĝïʦĝïűÐÚʦˈArticle 159, Part 3, RCC) 
and preparation to commit serious fraud by an organised group (Article 159, Part 4ʬʦ ûĖʦÐĝĖ-
junction with Article 30, Part 1, RCCˉʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʬʦT·ŭ·ĖŅĽÚŞʦ÷·ÖʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦ
ʎʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦÐďûÚĖŅʦ ïĝĹʦ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦŅĝʦĹÚĖÖÚĹʦ·ʦ ĉŊÖðĕÚĖŅʦï·ŞĝŊĹ·ÏďÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÐŅûĕʬʦ
ş÷ûďÚʦ·ş·ĹÚʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝʦĹÚ·ďʦĶĝĽĽûÏûďûŅťʦŅĝʦûĖŲŊÚĖÐÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĉŊÖðĕÚĖŅʫʦ�ŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʬʦ÷ÚʦŅĹûÚÖʦ
ŅĝʦĝÏŅ·ûĖʦʋʫʎʦĕûďďûĝĖʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĹĝĕʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐďûÚĖŅʬʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦûĖʦĝĹÖÚĹʦŅĝʦĶ·ĽĽʦŅ÷ÚĕʦĝĖʦŅĝʦ·Ėʦĝïű-
cial at the court of arbitration. 
T·ŭ·ĖŅĽÚŞʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŞÚĖûĖðʦĝïʦʋʏʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʋʉʋʉʫʦAûĽʦĝïűÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ĝĕÚʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʫʦ
AÚʦş·ĽʦűĹĽŅʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦş·Ľʦď·ŅÚĹʦĹÚĶď·ÐÚÖʦÏťʦŅĹ·ŞÚďʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʫʦ
EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦÖÚïÚĖÖûĖðʦďĝÐ·ďʦÚĖŞûĹĝĖĕÚĖŅ·ďʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦûĖʦÐĝŊĹŅʬʦT·ŭ·ĖŅĽÚŞʦ÷·ĽʦűďÚÖʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦÚĖ-
ŞûĹĝĖĕÚĖŅ·ďʦď·şĽŊûŅĽʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ·ÐŅûĝĖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦŅĝʦÏŊûďÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝĕûĖĽČťʦĕûĖ-
ûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹĝÐÚĽĽûĖðʦĶď·ĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦď·ĖÖűďďʦûĖʦ}ĝďÚŅ·ÚŞʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚʦ·ĹÚʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦŅĝʦÏÚďûÚŞÚʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
ûŅʦş·ĽʦT·ŭ·ĖŅĽÚŞ˓Ľʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦďÚÖʦŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʫ

Andrei Ivashev
}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÷Ŋĕ·Ėʦ Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦ ÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹʦ ïĹĝĕʦ Tĝĕûʬʦ Andrei Ivashevʬʦ ÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦ ûĖʦ ʋʉʋʋʫʦ
AÚʦ÷·Öʦ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦÏÚÚĖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦŅşĝʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʦ·ʦťÚ·ĹʦÚ·ĹďûÚĹʭʦûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦˈArticle 
282 RCC) and contempt of court (Article 297 RCCˉʫʦEĖʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦûĖÐûŅûĖðʦÚŤ-
tremism on the internet (Article 280, Part 2, RCC). The local FSB department alleged comments 
·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦĶĝĽŅÚÖʦÏťʦEŞ·Ľ÷ÚŞʦ ûĖʦʋʉʋʉʦÐĝĖŅ·ûĖÚÖʦÐ·ďďĽʦ Ņĝʦ·ĽĽ·ĽĽûĖ·ŅÚʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʬʦ
Vladimir Uiba. Ivashev considers his prosecution politically motivated. 
EĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦEŞ·Ľ÷ÚŞʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦÖÚĽĶûŅÚʦ÷ûĽʦÖûĽ·ÏûďûŅťʦÐ·ŊĽÚÖʦÏťʦ·ʦĽĶûĖ·ďʦÖûĽÚ·ĽÚʫʦ
AÚʦûĽʦČÚĶŅʦûĖʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦşĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦÖûïűÐŊďŅʦŅĝʦÚĖÖŊĹÚʦÚŞÚĖʦïĝĹʦ·ʦ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ťʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʭʦ·ʦÐĝďÖʦ
basement cell with a broken window through which insects can enter. The cell is noisy and per-
ĕ·ĖÚĖŅďťʦďûŅʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹʦûĽʦûĖʦĖÚÚÖʦĝïʦĽŊĹðÚĹťʫʦ
On 6 October Syktyvkar City Court returned the criminal case against Ivashev to the prosecutor. 
Ivashev is a human rights defender and a civil society activist. He is known for a series of sin-
gle-person pickets in defence of Article 31 of the Constitution and for his criticism of abuses 
by the head of the Republic. There are serious grounds to believe that it was these activities 
that led to his prosecution.

Vladimir Vorontsov and his supporters
The trial of Vladimir Vorontsov concluded in a conviction in 2022. Three of his supporters were 
also jailed. 

https://74.ru/text/criminal/2022/10/19/71744246/
https://semnasem.org/news/2021/12/01/v-komi-u-pravozashitnika-proshli-obyski
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¤ĝĹĝĖŅĽĝŞʦûĽʦ·ʦĹÚŅûĹÚÖʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦĹ·ĖČʦĝïʦ·ʦĕ·ĉĝĹʬʦş÷ĝʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦ·ʦ ˒}ĝďûÐÚʦdĕÏŊÖĽ-
ĕ·Ė˓ʦĝĖďûĖÚʦðĹĝŊĶʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĕÚÖû·ʦĽûŅÚʦÖÚÖûÐ·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦÖûĽÐŊĽĽûĖðʦûĽĽŊÚĽʦĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹČʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʫʦ�ûĖÐÚʦʐʦ]·ťʦʋʉʋʉʬʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽ-
ŅĝÖťʦĝĖʦ ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦ Ð÷·ĹðÚĽʫʦ �ÚïĝĹÚʦ÷ûĽʦ ÐĝĖŞûÐŅûĝĖʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ ûĖʦ ÐŊĽŅĝÖťʫʦdĖʦʋʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ]ĝĽ-
cow’s Lyublinsky district court sentencedʦ¤ĝĹĝĖŅĽĝŞʦŅĝʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦ
regime penal colony. The court established his guilt on charges of extortion and production 
of pornography. The ‘police ombudsman’ was stripped of his rank of major and banned from 
engaging in activities related to administration of websites and other resources on the internet 
for ten years. 
�÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦÚĶûĽĝÖÚĽʦ·Ľʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦĶĹĝŞÚĖʭʦ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦÚŤŅĝĹŅûĝĖʦĝïʦʌʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ
ïĹĝĕʦÚŤ˂ĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦ�·ĽûĕʦTŊĹÏ·ĖĝŞʦûĖʦÚŤÐ÷·ĖðÚʦïĝĹʦĹÚŅŊĹĖûĖðʦŅĝʦ÷ûĕʦĖŊÖÚʦĶ÷ĝŅĝĽʦĝïʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʦ
(Article 163, Part 2 (d), RCC) and their subsequent publication (Article 242, Part 3 (a, b), RCC); 
publication of pornographic pictures of G. Danshina (Article 242, Part 3 (b), RCC) and insult-
ûĖðʦ·ʦĽŅ·ïïʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĶĝďûÐÚ˓ĽʦûĖŅÚĹĖ·ďʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹ·ŅÚʦ�ÚĹðÚûʦTĝÏÚďÚŞʦˈArticle 
319 RCC). The statute of limitations on the latter episode had expired by the time of the verdict. 
�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦûĖûŅû·ďďťʦÐĝĖĽûĽŅÚÖʦĝïʦʊʍʦÚĶûĽĝÖÚĽʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷·ĖČĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÚïïĝĹŅĽʦĝïʦ¤ĝĹĝĖŅĽĝŞ˓Ľʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚĽʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʦÖĹĝĶĶÚÖʦĖûĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦûĖʦRŊďťʫʦ
EĖʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʬʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦVasily FedorovʬʦEvgeny Moiseev and Irina Andina published 
a űďĕʦĶĹĝŞûĖðʦï·ÏĹûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ¤ĝĹĝĖŅĽĝŞʫʦ�ĝʦÖĝʦŅ÷ûĽʬʦ�ĖÖûĖ·ʦ÷·Öʦ÷·ÖʦŅĝʦûĖûŅû·ďďťʦ
ŅÚĽŅûïťʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ¤ĝĹĝĖŅĽĝŞʬʦ·ĖÖʦď·ŅÚĹʦûĖïĝĹĕʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦÖŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹû·ďʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖ-
lawful prosecution of the human rights advocate they had collected. They managed to draw at-
ŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÏĹûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʬʦÏŊŅʦĝĖʦʋʒʦRŊďťʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦdetained on charges of making 
false allegations along with fabrication of evidence for a prosecution (Article 306, Part 3, RCC). 
�÷Úťʦ÷·ŞÚʦĹÚĕ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĽûĖÐÚʦʌʊʦRŊďťʫʦ
dĖʦʋʌʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ]ĝĽÐĝş˓Ľʦ�ŞÚĹĽČĝûʦ ÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ ĹÚÖŊÐÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŅûĕÚʦ ïĝĹʦ]ĝûĽÚÚŞʦ Ņĝʦ ï·ĕûď-
û·ĹûĽÚʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʦűďÚʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÖÚďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚďťʦŅ·ČûĖðʦŅĝĝʦďĝĖðʦĝŞÚĹʦ
ûŅʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ˒}ĝďûÐÚʦdĕÏŊÖĽĕ·Ė˓ʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦĽŅ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹʦ÷·ÖʦĝĖďťʦĽĶÚĖŅʦ
two working days in a month and a half visiting him in the remand prison. 
The project ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ has recognised Vladimir Vorontsov as a political 
prisoner. 

�·Ņť·Ė·ʟTĝŅďť·Ĺ
The third criminal case against the Obninsk-based human rights defender �·Ņť·Ė·ʟTĝŅďť·Ĺ 
concluded in 2022. She was again found guilty in the so-called ‘rubber apartment’ case (Article 
322.3 RCCˉʦ·ĖÖʦűĖÚÖʦʌʍʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ
For many years now the human rights defender has been trying to draw the authorities’ atten-
ŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝĝĹʦïŊĖÐŅûĝĖûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïűÐÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦT·ďŊð·ʦĹÚðûĝĖʦûĖʦ·Ėʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅʦŅĝʦÏĹûĖðʦ
the existing norms in line with the Constitution and international law. She has also drawn at-
ŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤûĽŅûĖðʦĽťĽŅÚĕʦïĝĹÐÚĽʦĕûðĹ·ĖŅĽʦŅĝʦĕ·ČÚʦĽ÷·ĕʦĹÚðûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʫʦTĝŅ-
ďť·Ĺʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĝĶÚĖďťʦĹÚðûĽŅÚĹûĖðʦĕûðĹ·ĖŅĽʦ ûĖʦ÷ÚĹʦ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦĹÚĽŊďŅûĖðʦ
ûĖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅ÷ûĹÖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ÷ÚĹʬʦĽ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ
the sham registration of 46 individuals. 

https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-62394316
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMNL-2UFWoY
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5490248
https://memopzk.org/figurant/voronczov-vladimir-alekseevich/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/voronczov-vladimir-alekseevich/
https://newizv.ru/news/2022-04-15/pomogla-bezhentsam-zaplati-shtraf-sud-obninska-vynes-prigovor-tatyane-kotlyar-355750
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3.5.3. Prosecutions of human rights organi-
sations 
�ĽʦĖĝŅÚÖʦ·ÏĝŞÚʬʦĉŊÖûÐû·ďʦĶĹĝÐÚÚÖûĖðĽʦŅĝʦÖûĽÏ·ĖÖʦČÚťʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦconcluded in early 
2022 and the authorities began winding up the Moscow Helsinki Group at the end of the year. 
We have also mentioned the searches of the homes of Golos coordinators and the organisa-
ŅûĝĖ˓Ľʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĝïűÐÚʦďûĖČÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʬʦMikhail Gusev. 
EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦ·ŅʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦÖŊĹûĖðʦ Ņ÷ÚʦťÚ·Ĺʫʦ
�÷ÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚĽʦĝïʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦ·ĖÖʦ�ûŞûÐʦ�ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦĖĝŅÚÖʦabove when de-
scribing �·Č÷ĹĝĕʟT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞˌĽ prosecution. 
dĖʦʋʌʦRŊĖÚʬʦ ď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦspentʦűŞÚʦ÷ĝŊĹĽʦ ˒ûĖĽĶÚÐŅûĖð˓ʦ Ņ÷Úʦ$Č·ŅÚĹûĖÏŊĹðʦ]Úĕĝ-
Ĺû·ď˓ĽʦĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʫʦ�÷ÚťʦÐĝĖűĽÐ·ŅÚÖʦ·ʦ ď·ĶŅĝĶʬʦ Ņşĝʦ÷·ĹÖʦÖûĽÐĽʦ·ĖÖʦŞ·ĹûĝŊĽʦÖĝÐŊĕÚĖŅĽʬʦ ûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ
·ʦÐĝĶťʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝĝČʦ9��ʦŞŭĹťŞ·ÚŅʦ�ĝĽĽûŊʦˌ�÷Úʟ9��ʟ�ďĝşĽʟ�Ķʟ�ŊĽĽû·] as part of their operation. 
dĖʦ ʊʍʦ RŊĖÚʬʦ ĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ dĶÚĖʦ �Ķ·ÐÚʦ ÷Ŋĕ·Ėʦ Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦ ĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ ûĖʦ ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ underwent 
·ʦ Ľûĕûď·Ĺʦ ˒ûĖĽĶÚÐŅûĝĖʫ˓ʦ �÷Úʦ ĶĝďûÐÚʦ ÐĝĖűĽÐ·ŅÚÖʦ ĽĝĕÚʦ Ķ·ûĖŅûĖðĽʬʦ ĽŅûÐČÚĹĽʦ şûŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖĽÐĹûĶ-
ŅûĝĖʦ ˒^ĝʦ Ņĝʦ¥·Ĺ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦÐĹĝĽĽÚÖ˂ĝŊŅʦĶûÐŅŊĹÚʦĝïʦ}ŊŅûĖʬʦW:��ʦÏĹĝÐ÷ŊĹÚĽʬʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦĕÚĹÐ÷·ĖÖûĽÚʬʦ
ĝďÖʦĶĝĽŅÚĹĽʦĝïʦ˒]ĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ�ÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬ˓ʦĽûðĖÚÖʦÏ·ûďʦĽŊĹÚŅûÚĽʦïĝĹʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦ·Ė-
Ņû˂ş·ĹʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦ˒�·ĖûŅ·ĹťʦÐ·ĽÚ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ˒¤ÚĽĖ·˓ʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦ·ʦ�d��¤E�Ed^ʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦÏ·ĖĖÚĹʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ
·ĽʦĶĝĽŅÐ·ĹÖĽʦ ïĝĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·ĹŅûĽŅʦ�·Ľ÷·ʦ�ČĝÐ÷ûďÚĖČĝʫʦ�Ņʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖĽĶÚÐŅûĝĖʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦ ŅĝĝČʦ
project volunteer Darya Soboleva and lawyer Irina Putilova to a police station for questioning. 
dĖʦʊʎʦRŊĖÚʦ�ĝÏĝďÚŞ·˓Ľʦ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦş·ĽʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʦ·ĽʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦŞ·ĖÖ·ď-
ûĽĕʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʬʦûÖÚĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦĝĹʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÚĖĕûŅťʦ̍ Article 214, Part 2, RCC). 
�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹĹ·ĖŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦÐĝĖÐÚĹĖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖûĽĶď·ťʦĝïʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦÚŤ÷ûÏûŅĽʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ
·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĽďĝð·ĖĽʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦdĶÚĖʦ�Ķ·ÐÚʦÚŤ÷ûÏûŅûĝĖʫʦdĖʦʊʏʦRŊĖÚʦ}ŊŅûďĝŞ·˓Ľʦ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦş·ĽʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʦ
in connection with the criminal case of hooliganism motivated by political and ideological ha-
tred (Article 213, Part 1 (b), RCCˉʫʦdĖʦʊʏʦRŊĖÚʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ·ďĽĝʦarrived at the pro-
ĉÚÐŅ˓Ľʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦĝïűÐÚʬʦÏŊŅʦÐĝŊďÖʦĖĝŅʦûĖĽĶÚÐŅʦûŅʦ·ĽʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʦş·ĹĹ·ĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĝĝĹʦ
was locked. 
dĖʦʌʉʦRŊďťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖʦraided the Moscow premises of Open Space where a birth-
day party was taking place for the ‘Teenagers and little cats’ project. The police detained 
T·ŅĹûĖʟ ^ÚĖ·Ľ÷ÚŞ·ʬʦ ·ĹŅûĽŅʬʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÷Ŋĕ·Ėʦ Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦ ÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹʫʦ �÷Úťʦ ÚŤĶď·ûĖÚÖʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ
by citing a complaint about violation of the law on LGBTQ propaganda among teenagers (Ar-
ticle 6.21 RCAO). 
]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦ ÷·Ľʦ ÚĽĽÚĖŅû·ďďťʦ ďĝĽŅʦ ûŅĽʦ ĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐÚĖŅĹÚʦ ĝïʦ ]ĝĽÐĝşʫʦ dĖʦ ʐʦ dÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ ]ĝĽ-
cow’s Tverskoi district court ruledʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚʦûĖʦT·ĹÚŅĖťʦ�ť·ÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ]Úĕĝ-
Ĺû·ďʦ�ÐûÚĖŅûűÐʦEĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦ$ÖŊÐ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʦÏťʦûŅĽʦĝşĖÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖûĽÏ·ĖÖÚÖʦEĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ
]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦ �ĝÐûÚŅťʬʦş·Ľʦ ûďďÚð·ďʫʦ�÷ûĽʦ ĉŊÖðÚĕÚĖŅʦ ÐďÚ·ĹÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦş·ťʦ ïĝĹʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĶÚĹŅť˓Ľʦ ·ďûÚĖ·ŅûĝĖʦ
ûĖʦï·ŞĝŊĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʫʦ¥÷ÚŅ÷ÚĹʦÏťʦÐĝûĖÐûÖÚĖÐÚʦĝĹʦĖĝŅʬʦûŅʦş·ĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦŞÚĹťʦÖ·ťʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚşĽʦ
broke of Memorial becoming one of the recipients of the 2022 Nobel Peace Prize. 
]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓Ľʦ$Č·ŅÚĹûĖÏŊĹðʦÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ʦ·ďĽĝʦďĝĽŅʦûŅĽʦĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʫʦdĖʦʋʉʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŅťʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·-
tion terminatedʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŞûĽûĝĖʦĝïʦĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŅťʦÐÚĖŅĹÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĹð·Ė-

https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-60557468
https://t.me/RomashkaTea/1471
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/05/siloviki-prishli-s-obyskami-k-aktivistam-dvizheniya-golos-po-delu-o
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/06/23/v-ekaterinburge-policiya-zaderzhala-glavu-mestnogo-memoriala-alekseya-mosina
https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2022/06/20/proishodit-chto-antirossiyskoe-rasskazyvaem-o-sobytiyah-vokrug-otkrytogo
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/06/16/v-peterburgskoe-otkrytoe-prostranstvo-prishli-siloviki
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/07/30/policiya-prishla-v-otkrytoe-prostranstvo-i-zaderzhala-aktivistku-katrin
https://www.svoboda.org/a/sud-postanovil-izyatj-u-memoriala-pomeschenie-v-poljzu-gosudarstva/32070321.html
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5736201
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isation had occupied since 2005. Head of the Urals-based Memorial Aleksei Mosin considers 
Ņ÷ÚʦĝŊŅĽŅ·ĖÖûĖðʦÖÚÏŅʦĝïʦʊʊʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĖŅ·ďʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚÖʦïĝĹĕ·ďʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦ
for the eviction. ‘�÷ûĽʟÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʟûĽʟĖĝŅʟĕÚĹÚďťʟ·Ėʟ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅʟŅĝʟÖÚĽŅĹĝťʟŅ÷ÚʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʥʟûŅʟûĽʟ·ʟĽûðĖ·ďʟ
ŅĝʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʟĹûð÷ŅĽʟÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹĽʟĝïʟş÷·ŅʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟĕ·ťʟďÚ·ÖʟŅĝʬ˓ʦ]ĝĽûĖʦÚĕĶ÷·ĽûĽÚÖʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖ-
ûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦď·şʬʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦðûŞÚĖʦÚŤ·ÐŅďťʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʦŅĝʦĕĝŞÚʦĝŊŅʫʦ�÷Úťʦ
were to leave their premises by 20 March 2023. 

3.5.4. Prosecutions of lawyers 
There is no doubt that the prosecution of Dmitry TalantovʬʦÐ÷·ûĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÖĕŊĹŅû·ʦ�·Ĺʦ�ĽĽĝÐû-
·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦď·şťÚĹĽʦ·ÐŅûĖðʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦEŞ·Ėʦ�·ïĹĝĖĝŞʬʦş·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦ÷ûð÷˂ĶĹĝűďÚʦ
case under this category. He was detainedʦĝĖʦʋʑʦRŊĖÚʦïĝĹʦĽĶĹÚ·ÖûĖðʦ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽ-
sian army on the grounds of hatred or enmity (Article 207.3, Part 2 (e), RCC) and was transferred 
ïĹĝĕʦEŭ÷ÚŞĽČʦŅĝʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦÖ·ťʫʦAÚʦûĽʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅďťʦ
being held there. 
The charges are based on a Facebook post in which Talantov condemned the Russian ar-
ĕť˓ĽʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦûĖʦ]·ĹûŊĶĝďʬʦEĹĶûĖʦ·ĖÖʦ�ŊÐ÷·ʬʦÐ·ďďûĖðʦŅ÷Úĕʦ^·ŭûʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚĽʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽ-
Ņûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ�·ď·ĖŅĝŞʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦûĖŲŊÚĖÐÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦď·şťÚĹĽʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷ûĽʦĶĝĽŅʬʦŊĖÖÚĹĕûĖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅʦðĝŞ-
ÚĹĖĕÚĖŅ˓ĽʦĹÚĶŊŅ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĕťʫʦEĖʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ�·ď·ĖŅĝŞ˓ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦincreased 
by addition of four new episodes and the additional offence of incitement to hatred by abuse 
ĝïʦĝïűÐÚʦˈArticle 282, Part 2 (b), RCC). The lawyer now faces up to 15 years’ imprisonment. 
Talantov also experienced pressure and violation of his rights in the remand prison. 
 ŊÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐÚďď˓ĽʦĝŞÚĹÐĹĝşÖûĖðʬʦŅ÷Úʦʏʊ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖʦĕ·Ėʦş·ĽʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦÏÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦş·ĽʦĝïïÚĹÚÖʦ
ŅĝʦĽďÚÚĶʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŲĝĝĹʫʦ�÷ÚʦÏÚÖʦş·ĽʦĝĖďťʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚÖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦď·ÐČʦĝïʦĝĖÚʦş·Ľʦĕ·ÖÚʦĶŊÏďûÐʫʦ
It should be noted that Talantov is the second lawyer acting for the journalist Ivan Safronov 
who has faced politically motivated prosecution. 
The project ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ has recognised Dmitry Talantov as a political prisoner. 
�ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĝïʦ�·ïĹĝĖĝŞ˓Ľʦď·şťÚĹĽʬʦIvan Pavlovʬʦ÷·Öʦ÷ûĽʦĽŅ·ŅŊĽʦ·Ľʦ·ʦď·şťÚĹʦsuspended by the St. Pe-
ŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦ�·Ĺʦ�ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʫʦW·ĽŅʦ ťÚ·Ĺʬʦ}·ŞďĝŞʦş·Ľʦ ïĝĹÐÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ďÚ·ŞÚʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ ïĝďďĝşûĖðʦ·ʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊ-
tion for disclosure of materials of a preliminary investigation. His home was also searched 
on the grounds of a case of ‘telephone terrorism’ (Article 207 RCC). We noted above (see 2.4.1. Fic-
ŅûŅûĝŊĽʦ Ð·ĽÚĽʦ ȋï ‘telephone terrorism’) that law enforcement agencies often use such cases 
·Ľʦ ·Ėʦ ĝĶĶĝĹŅŊĖûŅťʦ Ņĝʦ ÚŤÚĹŅʦ ĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʫʦ �÷Úʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʦş·ĹĹ·ĖŅʦş·Ľʦ ď·ŅÚĹʦ Ð·ĖÐÚďďÚÖʦ ÏťʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺʦ
Regional Court. 
�÷ÚĹÚʦş·Ľʦ·Ėʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅʦŅĝʦ÷ĝďÖʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺʦď·şťÚĹʦMikhail Benyash administratively liable for dis-
crediting the army (Article 20.3.3 RCAOˉʬʦÏŊŅʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺ˓ĽʦWÚĖûĖĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦdismissed 
the case on 27 April. 
EĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ�ÚĖť·Ľ÷ʦş·ĽʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ·ʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅ˓ʦ·Ľʦ·ĖʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʫʦ
dĖʦ ʊʎʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺʦ ĶĝďûÐÚʦbrought a second charge against Benyash under Article 
20.3.3 RCAOʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐťʬʦŅ÷Úʦď·şťÚĹʦ˒ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅÚÖ˓ʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ
army by posting the phrase ‘ĖĝʟŅĝʟş·Ĺ’ at least 20 times on his Telegram channel. The report 

https://www.idelreal.org/a/32133007.html
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/14/advokatu-talantovu-utyazhelili-obvinenie-k-delu-o-feykah-dobavili-statyu-o
https://memopzk.org/figurant/talantov-dmitrij-nikolaevich/
https://www.svoboda.org/a/advokatskaya-palata-priostanovila-status-yurista-ivana-pavlova/31754803.html
https://zona.media/news/2022/04/27/krsndr
https://advstreet.ru/news/advokat-benyash-snova-obvinyen-v-diskreditatsii-armii/
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claims that the words are aimed at ‘ĝÏĽŅĹŊÐŅûĖðʟŅ÷ÚʟŊĽÚʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟïĝĹÐÚĽʟŅĝʟĶĹĝŅÚÐŅʟ
Ņ÷ÚʟûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅĽʟĝïʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟ·ĖÖʟûŅĽʟÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʥʟ·ĖÖʟŅĝʟĕ·ûĖŅ·ûĖʟûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟĶÚ·ÐÚʟ·ĖÖʟĽÚÐŊĹûŅť.’ The de-
fence lawyer noted in the report that he considered the accusation absurd. 
EĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·ĹʦĹÚðûĝĖʦÖÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦRŊĽŅûÐÚʦsent a pro-
ĶĝĽ·ďʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·ĹʦĹÚðûĝĖʦ�·Ĺʦ�ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦûĖûŅû·ŅÚʦÖûĽÐûĶďûĖ·ĹťʦĶĹĝÐÚÚÖûĖðĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ÚĖ-
yash and terminate his status as a lawyer. The posts on Benyash’s Telegram channel which con-
tained ‘ĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʟûĖÐĝĕĶ·ŅûÏďÚʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷ÚʟĽŅ·ŅŊĽʟĝïʟ·ʟď·şťÚĹʥʟûĕĶ·ûĹûĖðʟŅ÷Úʟ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ
�·Ĺʟ�ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʟ·ûĕÚÖʟ·ŅʟÖÚĽŅ·ÏûďûĽûĖðʟŅ÷ÚʟĽĝÐûĝʻĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖ’ were named 
as grounds for the proposal.
A criminal case was opened against lawyer Ilya Novikov who has participated as a defence law-
ťÚĹʦûĖʦĕ·Ėťʦ÷ûð÷˂ĶĹĝűďÚʦŅĹû·ďĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹû·ďĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĶûďĝŅʦ^·ÖÚŭ÷Ö·ʦ�·ŞÐ÷ÚĖČĝʦ
·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦdťŊÏʦ�ûŅûÚŞʫʦ�ĽʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦĝĖʦʋʎʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ·ʦş·ĹĹ·ĖŅʦ
ş·ĽʦûĽĽŊÚÖʦïĝĹʦ^ĝŞûČĝŞ˓Ľʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʫʦ^ĝŞûČĝŞʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦďûŞûĖðʦûĖʦTťûŞʦïĝĹʦĽĝĕÚʦŅûĕÚʦĖĝşʫʦ
�ĕĝĖðʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦï·ÐŅĽʬʦşÚʦ·ďĽĝʦÖĹ·şʦ·ŅŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦreportsʦĝïʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦĝĖʦ¤ÚĽĖ·˓Ľʦď·şťÚĹĽʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ
·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĶûĽĝÖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦď·şťÚĹĽʦďĝĽûĖðʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĽŅ·ŅŊĽʬʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦabove and the admin-
ûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦď·şťÚĹĽʦ˅ʦ$ÖÚĕʦ�ÚĕÚÖď·ÚŞʬʦ^·ŭûĕʦ�÷ÚûČ÷ĕ·ĕÏÚŅĝŞʬʦ
Aider Azamatov and Emina Avamileva. 

3.6. Prosecutions that infringe 
upon freedom of assembly 
}Ú·ÐÚïŊďʦ ·ĽĽÚĕÏďûÚĽʬʦ ûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ ĽûĖðďÚ˂ĶÚĹĽĝĖʦ ĶûÐČÚŅĽʬʦ ·ĹÚʦ ·ďďʦ ÏŊŅʦ Ï·ĖĖÚÖʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝŊĖŅĹťʫʦ
EĖʦĕĝĽŅʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦĽŅûďďʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚʦŅĝʦûĖŞĝČÚʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʦûĕĶĝĽÚÖʦûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ
the COVID-19 pandemic to refuse applications to hold assemblies. We believe that the real rea-
son for the refusal is political. We base our assessments on the approach set out in the OSCE 
:ŊûÖÚďûĖÚĽʦĝĖʦ9ĹÚÚÖĝĕʦĝïʦ�ĽĽÚĕÏďťʭʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʦĝĖʦïĹÚÚÖĝĕʦĝïʦ·ĽĽÚĕÏďťʦ ˒Ľ÷ĝŊďÖʟĖĝŅʟÏÚʟ ûĕ-
ĶĝĽÚÖʟŊĖďÚĽĽʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟĽûĕûď·Ĺʟð·Ņ÷ÚĹûĖðĽʟĝïʟĶÚĝĶďÚʟ·ĹÚʟĽûĕûď·ĹďťʟĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅÚÖ.’ 
Activists have been prosecuted for exercising their right to freedom of assembly under both 
administrative and criminal law. Most of these cases are described in the sections of the report 
on anti-war activities and prosecutions of Navalny supporters. Here we focus on other reasons 
for prosecution related to the right to freedom of peaceful assembly.

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/16/minyust-poprosil-lishit-statusa-advokata-mihaila-benyasha-na-osnovanii
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/06/02/advokaty-kotorye-rabotayut-po-delu-vesny-rasskazali-o-vnimanii-k-nim-so
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3.6.1. Participants in the ‘people’s gathering’ 
in Vladikavkaz 
dĖʦʋʉʦ�ĶĹûďʦ ʋʉʋʉʬʦ ·ʦ ˒people’s gathering˓ʦş·Ľʦ÷ÚďÖʦ ûĖʦ¤ď·ÖûČ·ŞČ·ŭʫʦ�ÏĝŊŅʦʋʬʉʉʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ ĽĶĝČÚʦ
ĝŊŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦÚŤÐÚĽĽûŞÚʦÐĝĹĝĖ·ŞûĹŊĽʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷·ÖʦÐ·ŊĽÚÖʦĕ·ĖťʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦŅĝʦďĝĽÚʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĉĝÏĽʦ
and incomes. The participants also demanded the resignation of the North Ossetian leadership. 
�÷ÚʦĹ·ďďťʦş·ĽʦŞûĝďÚĖŅďťʦÖûĽĶÚĹĽÚÖʦÏťʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʬʦşûŅ÷ʦʏʒʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʫʦ
�÷ÚʦŅĹû·ďĽʦĝïʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÚĽʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦş÷ĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦÐĝĖ-
sidered to be organisers of the gathering. 
dĖʦʊʒʦRŊďťʦ�ĝĽŅĝŞʦ�ÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦsentenced the opera singer Vadim CheldievʬʦRamis Chirkinov 
and Arsen BesolovʦŅĝʦŅÚĖʬʦÚûð÷Ņʦ·ĖÖʦÚûð÷Ņʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ÷·ďïʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĽŅĹûÐŅʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦĹÚĽĶÚÐ-
ŅûŞÚďťʬʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦïĝŊĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĕʦðŊûďŅťʦĝïʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĹûĝŅĽʦˈArticle 212, Part 1, RCC). According 
ŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ďďʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦûĖÐûŅÚÖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ĶÚĝĶďÚ˓Ľʦð·Ņ÷ÚĹûĖðʫ˓ʦ
$ŞÚĖʦĶĹûĝĹʦ ŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦð·Ņ÷ÚĹûĖðʬʦ�÷ÚďÖûÚŞʦş·ĽʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦ ïĝĹʦ ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝĹĝĖ·ŞûĹŊĽʦ
(Article 207.1, RCC) for criticising the lockdown restrictions. He was detained on 17 April 2020. 
An additional charge was soon laid against him for the use of violence against a representative 
of the authorities (Article 318, Part 1, RCC). It was alleged that he repeatedly struck a police 
ĝïűÐÚĹʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĖŅû˂ÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʦĶĝďûÐÚʦÖÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦˌ˒Centre E’] who was escorting him. After 
Ņ÷Úʦð·Ņ÷ÚĹûĖðʬʦ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦĝĶÚĖÚÖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ÷ûĕʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦïĝĹʦĝĹð·ĖûĽûĖðʦĹûĝŅĽʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦïĝĹʦûĖÐûŅûĖðʦ
extremist actions (Article 280 RCC). 
�÷ĹĝŊð÷ĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷ÚʦťÚ·Ĺʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʦ ÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦ ŅĝʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦð·Ņ÷ÚĹûĖðʦĝïʦĶ·Ĺ-
ticipation in riots (Article 212, Part 2, RCCˉʫʦdĖʦʊʒʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ�ĝĽŅĝŞʦ�ÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦincreased 
the prison terms of Akhsartag Ailarov and Bimbolat BekuzarovʦÏťʦŅşĝʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʬʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐûĖðʦÏĝŅ÷ʦ
to three years and eight months in a general regime colony. 
dĖʦʋʋʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦ�ĝĽŅĝŞ˂ĝĖ˂ ĝĖ˓ĽʦTûĹĝŞĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced Vyacheslav Makhmadievʬʦ
Zaur Savlokhov and Atsamaz Tsagaraev to terms of four years in a general regime colony. 
dĖʦʐʦRŊďťʦ�ĝĽŅĝŞ˂ĝĖ˂ ĝĖ˓Ľʦ}ÚĹŞĝĕ·ûĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced �·Ĺĕ·ŅʟT·ÖûÚŞ and Taimuraz 
T·ÖûÚŞ to terms of four years in a general regime colony. Soslan Dzansokhov and Uruzmag TĝĖûÚŞ 
were sentenced to three years and ten months in a general regime colony. Erik Bestaev was sen-
tenced to four years and three months in a general regime colony; he was also found guilty 
ĝïʦûďďÚð·ďʦşÚ·ĶĝĖĽʦŅĹ·ïűÐČûĖðʦˈArticle 222, Part 1, RCC). 
On 18 October Rostov-on-Don’s Proletarsky district court sentenced Zaurbek Tsgoev to three 
and a half years in a general regime colony.

3.6.2. The case of the Ingush opposition 
�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĹ·ďďťʦûĖʦ]·ð·ĽʦûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʊʒʦ·ĖÖʦûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʦ·ĹĝŊĖÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅûĕÚʬʦ
are still ongoing. 
EĖʦ·ŊŅŊĕĖʦʋʉʊʑʬʦ EĖðŊĽ÷ÚŅû·˓Ľʦ ďÚ·ÖÚĹĽʦĽûðĖÚÖʦ·ʦÏÚ÷ûĖÖ˂Ņ÷Ú˂ĽÐÚĖÚĽʦ·ðĹÚÚĕÚĖŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹʦ

https://ovd.news/story/narodnyy-shod-vo-vladikavkaze
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/07/19/opernogo-pevca-cheldieva-prigovorili-k-10-godam-kolonii-po-delu-o-narodnom
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/02/19/dvoim-osuzhdennym-po-delu-o-massovyh-besporyadkah-v-severnoy-osetii
https://www.kavkaz-uzel.eu/articles/375578/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/07/08/pyateryh-uchastnikov-narodnogo-shoda-protiv-samoizolyacii-vo-vladikavkaze
https://www.e-osetia.ru/news/3481446/ucastnik-antikovidnogo-mitinga-zaurbek-cgoev-prigovoren-k-35-godam-kolonii
https://memopzk.org/dossier/delo-ingushskoj-oppoziczii/
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ĝïʦ ď·ĖÖʦ Ņĝʦ�÷ÚÐ÷Ėť·ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĶĹĝŞĝČÚÖʦĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĹÚĶŊÏďûÐʫʦdĖʦʋʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʊʒʬʦ
·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûĽÚÖʦĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʦĹ·ďďťʦÏÚð·ĖʦûĖʦ]·ð·Ľʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅÚĹĽʦÖÚÐûÖÚÖʦŅĝʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚʦŅ÷Úʦïĝď-
ďĝşûĖðʦÖ·ťʬʦĹÚĕ·ûĖûĖðʦûĖʦ]·ð·ĽʦĝŞÚĹĖûð÷ŅʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚ·ĹďťʦĕĝĹĖûĖðʦĝïʦʋʐʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖʦ
ĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʦ·ĹĹûŞÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʦŅĝʦÖûĽĶÚĹĽÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦ·ĖťʦďÚð·ďʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʬʦĹÚĽŊďŅûĖðʦ
in clashes. 
�÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʦĶ·ĽĽÚÖʦðŊûďŅťʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦʍʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʬʦş÷ĝʦÐ·ĖʦĶĹĝŞûĽûĝĖ·ďďťʦÏÚʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦĝĹÖûĖ·Ĺťʦ
Ķ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹ·ďďťʬʦĕ·ûĖďťʦïĝĹʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ʦĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦĶĝĽûĖðʦ
no danger to life and health (Article 318, Part 1, RCC). 
The leaders of the protest movement in Ingushetia have been hit hardest. Their prosecution 
÷·ĽʦĖĝŅʦÏÚÚĖʦďûĕûŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹûð÷ŅʦŅĝʦïĹÚÚÖĝĕʦĝïʦ·ĽĽÚĕÏďťʬʦÏŊŅʦûĖïĹûĖðÚĽʦŊĶĝĖʦĝŅ÷-
ÚĹʦïŊĖÖ·ĕÚĖŅ·ďʦÐûŞûďʦĹûð÷ŅĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦïĹÚÚÖĝĕʦĝïʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦïĹÚÚÖĝĕʦĝïʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʫʦ Ú-
spite the fact that the defence convincingly demonstrated the completely untenable nature 
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹû·ďʬʦĝĖʦʊʎʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊʦRŊÖðÚʦ«·ĖûĽʦTŊŅĽŊĹĝŞʦĝïʦTûĽ-
lovodsk City Court handed down guilty verdicts against Akhmed BarakhoevʬʦMusa Malsagovʬʦ
Ismail NalgievʬʦZarifa SautievaʬʦMalsag UzhakhovʬʦBaraz Chemurziev and �·ð·ŊÖûĖʟT÷·ŊŅûÚŞ 
and sentenced them to prison terms ranging from seven and a half to nine years (the case 
against Akhmed Pogorovʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦď·ŅÚĹʬʦş·ĽʦĽÚŅʦ·ĽûÖÚʦûĖʦ·ʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅÚʦĶĹĝÐÚÚÖûĖðʦ
and tried in 2022). All the defendants were recognised as political prisoners by the ‘Political 
Prisoners. Memorial’ project. 
EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦş÷ÚĖʦĕĝĽŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹû·ďĽʦ·ŅʦűĹĽŅ˂ûĖĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÐĝĖÐďŊÖÚÖʬʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ĉĝĹûŅťʦĝïʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďĽʦ
against the verdicts were heard by courts of appeal. We shall only dwell here on the cases 
of Akhmed PogorovʬʦBagaudin Myakiev and Ramazan Dugiev. 
ŵČ÷ĕÚÖʦ}ĝðĝĹĝŞ is a co-chair of the Ingush National Congress and former Minister of Internal 
Affairs of Ingushetia (2002-2003). He was accused of organising violent acts against a repre-
sentative of the authorities that constitute danger to health (Article 33, Part 3ʬʦ ûĖʦÐĝĖĉŊĖÐ-
tion with Article 318, Part 2, RCCˉʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦĝïʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦðĹĝŊĶʦˈArticle 
282.1, Part 2, RCC). A warrant had been issued for Pogorov’s arrest almost two years before 
he was detained at his home in Nazran on 26 February 2021. The following day he was remand-
ÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦČÚĶŅʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦş÷ĝďÚʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʫʦ
Bagaudin Myakiev is a member of the Teips Council of the Ingush people. He served one year 
and ten months of imprisonment on charges of using violence against members of the Nation-
al Guard that do not constitute a danger to health (Article 318, Part 1, RCC) and was released 
ĝĖʦʋʐʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʋʉʋʉʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽĽ·ŅûĝĖʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ ûĖʦ}ť·ŅûðĝĹĽČʦĝŞÚĹŅŊĹĖÚÖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅʦĝĖʦ ʊʑʦ R·ĖŊ·Ĺťʦ
ʋʉʋʋʦ·ĖÖʦĽÚĖŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĹÚŅĹû·ďʫʦdĖʦʊʎʦRŊĖÚʬʦ³÷ÚďÚŭĖĝŞĝÖĽČʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦsentenced Myakiev 
ŅĝʦĝĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ÷·ďïʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦş·ĽʦďÚĽĽʦŅ÷·ĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅûĕÚʦ÷Úʦ÷·Öʦ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦĽÚĹŞÚÖʫʦ
dĖʦʋʑʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ·ʦĕ·ðûĽŅĹ·ŅÚʦĽûŅŅûĖðʦûĖʦ^·ďÐ÷ûČ˓ĽʦĉŊÖûÐû·ďʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ^ĝʫʦʑʦsentenced the Ingush 
activist to six months of corrective labour on charges of destruction or damage to the property 
of a remand prison (Article 167, Part 1, RCC) that had been initiated back in 2019. The defend-
ant was released without having to serve his sentence on account of the expiry of the stat-
ŊŅÚʦĝïʦďûĕûŅ·ŅûĝĖĽʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĕĝŞÚʦŅĝʦ÷ĝďÖʦ]ť·ČûÚŞʦ
liable for compensating the ‘damage’ to the Russian Federal Penitentiary Service. According 
ŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹĽʬʦ]ť·ČûÚŞʦÏĹĝČÚʦ·ʦď·Ş·ŅĝĹťʦĶ·ĹŅûŅûĝĖʬʦ·ʦşûĖÖĝşʦ·ĖÖʦĹûĶĶÚÖʦĝŊŅʦŲĝĝĹÏĝ·ĹÖĽʫʦ
�÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʬʦÏŊŅʦûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʋʊʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖďťʦĹÚĽŊĕÚÖʫʦ
 ŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ÷Ú·ĹûĖðʬʦŅ÷Úʦď·şťÚĹʦ]·ðĝĕÚÖʦ�ŊĽ÷ÚŞʦĖĝŅÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ]ť·ČûÚŞ˓ĽʦðŊûďŅʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝŅʦÏÚÚĖʦ

https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2020/04/15/ingushskoe-delo-kogo-sudyat-za-protesty-protiv-izmeneniya-granicy-s-chechney-gid#:~:text=%D0%9F%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%20%D0%90%D1%85%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%B4%20%D0%A1%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B6%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%87
https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2020/04/15/ingushskoe-delo-kogo-sudyat-za-protesty-protiv-izmeneniya-granicy-s-chechney-gid#:~:text=%D0%9C%D1%8F%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B5%D0%B2%20%D0%91%D0%B0%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BD%20%D0%9C%D0%B0%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%87
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/28/v-nalchike-ingushskomu-aktivistu-naznachili-polgoda-ispravitelnyh-rabot-s
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/28/v-nalchike-ingushskomu-aktivistu-naznachili-polgoda-ispravitelnyh-rabot-s
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proven and there was no evidence against the defendant. The video from the scene of the in-
ÐûÖÚĖŅʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦĽ÷ĝşʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ÐĹûĕÚ˓ʦûŅĽÚďïʬʦÏŊŅʦĝĖďťʦŅ÷ÚʦÖûĽĕ·ĖŅďÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦĖÚ·ŅďťʦĽŅ·ÐČÚÖʦŊĶʦď·Ş·ŅĝĹťʦ
partition. 
Ramazan Dugiev is a sign language interpreter and participant in the Magas gathering on 26 March 
ʋʉʊʒʫʦAÚʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĝĖʦʊʍʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦ
Ņĝʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦĝĖʦʊʏʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʫʦdĖʦʊʉʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ$ĽĽÚĖŅŊČûʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦhanded him a one and a half-
ťÚ·ĹʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦïĝĹʦĽŅĹûČûĖðʦ·ʦ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖʦĝïűÐÚĹʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦĽ÷ûÚďÖʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·Öʦ
(Article 318, Part 1, RCCˉʫʦ�÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦĶďÚ·ÖÚÖʦðŊûďŅťʬʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦŅĹûÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĶĹĝ-
ceeding. 

ʌʫʏʫʌʫʦEĖðŊĽ÷ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦş÷ĝʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦ
to disperse a protest rally 
dĖʦʋʐʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʊʒʬʦʊʌʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦĝïʦ·ʦÏ·ŅŅ·ďûĝĖʦĝïʦŅĹ·ïűÐʦĶ·ŅĹĝďʦ·ĖÖʦÐ÷ÚÐČĶĝûĖŅʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïʦEĖðŊĽ÷Ú-
tia’s Ministry of Internal Affairs formed a line between protesters and the National Guard of-
űÐÚĹĽʦûĖʦ·Ėʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅʦŅĝʦĶĹÚŞÚĖŅʦÖûĽĹŊĶŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹ·ďďťʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦď·ŅÚĹʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅ-
ed for failure as a group to carry out orders (Article 286.1, Part 2, RCC) and discharged from 
the force. 
Magomed Dolgiev’sʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦŅĹûÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĶĹĝÐÚÚÖûĖðʫʦEĖʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ}ť·ŅûðĝĹĽČʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦgave 
himʦ·ʦĝĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ÷·ďï˂ťÚ·Ĺ˓ĽʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʫʦEĖʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ�Ņ·ŞĹĝĶĝďʦ�ÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦ
ĝŞÚĹŅŊĹĖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦ·ĽʦŅĝĝʦďÚĖûÚĖŅʬʦÏŊŅʦĝĖʦʊʍʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ}ť·ŅûðĝĹĽČʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦð·ŞÚʦ ĝďðûÚŞʦ
an even shorter suspended sentence of one year. 
�÷Úʦ ĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ ÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ şÚĹÚʦ ŅĹûÚÖʦ ŅĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʬʦ Ė·ĕÚďťʬʦ Umalat Belkhoroevʬʦ Vakha Gandaloevʬʦ
Beksultan Daurbekovʬʦ Isa Evloevʬʦ EÏĹ·ðûĕʟ T·Ĺ·Č÷ĝÚŞʬʦ Beslan Sainaroevʬʦ Timerlan Toldievʬʦ
Temirlan Umarovʬʦ�ÚĽď·ĖʟT÷·ĕČ÷ĝÚŞʬʦ�ûĕŊĹʟT÷·ĕÐ÷ûÚŞʬʦIsmail Tsechoev and Ramazan Ekazhev. 
dĖʦʌʉʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďďʦgiven suspended sentences of 18 months by Zheleznovodsk 
City Court. 

3.6.4. A picket against the sending of troops 
ŅĝʦT·ŭ·Č÷ĽŅ·Ėʦ
dĖʦʒʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅĹ·ÖÚʦŊĖûĝĖʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦTĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅûĖʟ³·Ş·ďûĖ was detained along with other par-
ticipants in a picket in Astrakhan against the deployment of troops of the Collective Security 
�ĹÚ·ŅťʦdĹð·Ėûŭ·ŅûĝĖʦ ˈ���dˉʦ ŅĝʦT·ŭ·Č÷ĽŅ·ĖʫʦAÚʦş·Ľʦ ď·ŅÚĹʦ ĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʫʦ EĖʦÚ·Ĺďťʦ
9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʬʦĶĝďûÐÚʦÐ·ĕÚʦŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦ÷ĝĕÚʦŅşûÐÚʬʦÏŊŅʦ÷ÚʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦďÚŅʦŅ÷ÚĕʦûĖʫʦ³·Ş·ďûĖʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚʦ
·Ėťʦ ĽŊĕĕĝĖĽʦ Ņĝʦ·ʦĶĝďûÐÚʦ ĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʬʦÏŊŅʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦĝĖʦʋʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦşûŅ÷ʦ Ņ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦĖĝĖ˂ďÚ-
thal weapons and a charge of failing to obey police orders was drawn up against him (Article 
19.3 RCAOˉʫʦ �ʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ ĉ·ûďÚÖʦ³·Ş·ďûĖʦ ïĝĹʦ ŅÚĖʦÖ·ťĽʫʦ ³·Ş·ďûĖʦ űďÚÖʦ ·ʦ ÐĝĕĶď·ûĖŅʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶĝďûÐÚʦ

https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2020/04/15/ingushskoe-delo-kogo-sudyat-za-protesty-protiv-izmeneniya-granicy-s-chechney-gid#:~:text=%D0%94%D1%83%D0%B3%D0%B8%D0%B5%D0%B2%20%D0%A0%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%20%D0%90%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%87
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/27/uchastniku-protestov-v-ingushetii-ramazanu-dugievu-naznachili-poltora-goda
https://www.kavkaz-uzel.eu/articles/382067/
https://www.kavkaz-uzel.eu/articles/382067/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/30/sud-v-ingushetii-prigovoril-k-uslovnym-srokam-12-eks-policeyskih-obvinennyh
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/06/24/v-astrahani-profsoyuznogo-aktivista-prigovorili-k-polutora-godam
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ĝïűÐÚĹĽ˓ʦûďďÚð·ďʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĹÚĽŊďŅÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ÷ûĕʬʦ·ÐÐŊĽûĖðʦ÷ûĕʦĝïʦ÷ûŅŅûĖðʦ
·ʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦˈArticle 318, Part 1, RCC). The case came to court on 6 May. He was re-
ĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĝĖʦʊʋʦ]·ťʫʦdĖʦʋʌʦRŊĖÚʦ�ĽŅĹ·Č÷·Ė˓ĽʦTûĹĝŞĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ³·Ş·ďûĖʦ
ŅĝʦĝĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ÷·ďïʦťÚ·ĹĽʦĝïʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅťʦşĝĹČʬʦûðĖĝĹûĖðʦŅşĝʦşûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʦş÷ĝʦŅÚĽŅûűÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÖûĽ-
ŅĹûÐŅʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹʦ�·ûĹ·ĕĝŞʬʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦ÷ûŅʦÏťʦ³·Ş·ďûĖʬʦş·ĽʦĽŅ·ĖÖûĖðʦ·Ņʦ·ʦÖûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦïĹĝĕʦ³·Ş·ďûĖʦ
at the time he was arrested. 
Pressure on the activist continued at penal colony No. 6 in Astrakhan region. Zavalin report-
ed harassment and threats from the staff of the correction facility. He considers the fact that 
he disagreed with the manner in which the contract for community work was drawn up and ex-
ÚÐŊŅÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦïĝĹʦ÷ûĽʦŅĹÚ·ŅĕÚĖŅʬʦûĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÐŅʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦĽÚ-
curely bound and only signed by the director on the last page. On 4 October Zavalin was sent 
to a punishment cell. At the beginning of December he was given the status of a ‘persistent 
ĝïïÚĖÖÚĹ˓ʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĽÚĹŞÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĶÚĖ·ďŅûÚĽʭʦŅşĝʦïĝĹʦĹÚïŊĽûĖðʦŅĝʦşĝĹČʦ
şûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦĝŞÚĹ·ďďĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦïĝĹʦĽďÚÚĶûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦĖĝŅʦ÷Ú·ĹûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĹûŞ·ďʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐÚĖŅĹÚ˓ĽʦûĖĽĶÚÐŅĝĹʦ
ĝĹʦðÚŅŅûĖðʦŊĶʦŅĝʦðĹÚÚŅʦ÷ûĕʫʦ�ĽʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʬʦ³·Ş·ďûĖʦş·ĽʦÚĕĶďĝťÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦÐ·ĹÚ-
Ņ·ČÚĹʦĝĖʦTĝĕĽĝĕĝďĽČ·ť·ʦ$ĕÏ·ĖČĕÚĖŅʫʦAÚʦÐď·ûĕĽʦŅĝʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ĽČÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·Ė·ðÚĕÚĖŅʦ ïĝĹʦÏĝĝŅĽʦ
·ĖÖʦş·ŅÚĹĶĹĝĝïʦ ðďĝŞÚĽʦ ŅĝʦşĝĹČʦ ûĖʦ÷Ú·Şťʦ Ĺ·ûĖʬʦ ÏŊŅʦş·Ľʦ ĹÚïŊĽÚÖʬʦ ðĝŅʦ ŞÚĹťʦşÚŅʬʦ Ð·Ŋð÷Ņʦ ·ʦ ÐĝďÖʦ
and came down with bronchitis. 

3.6.5. The Lipetsk ‘sanitary’ case 
On 25 March it was reported that a prosecution for violation of sanitary and epidemiological 
rules (Article 236, Part 1, RCC) had been brought against Lipetsk activist  ĕûŅĹťʟTĹ·ĽûÐ÷ČĝŞ. 
dĖʦ ʊʋʦ 9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ ŅĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʦ şûŅ÷ʦ ĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʬʦ ÷Úʦ ÷·Öʦ ĹÚÐĝĹÖÚÖʦ ·ʦ ŞûÖÚĝʦ ĕÚĽĽ·ðÚʦ Ņĝʦ }ŊŅûĖʦ
in which they spoke out against the high-rise development of an area of private housing. De-
ĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦTĹ·ĽûÐ÷ČĝŞʦ÷·Öʦ·ʦÐÚĹŅûűÐ·ŅÚʦŅĝʦĶĹĝŞÚʦ÷ûĽʦĹÚÐĝŞÚĹťʦïĹĝĕʦÐĝĹĝĖ·ŞûĹŊĽʦÖ·ŅÚÖʦ
ʒʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦÏÚďûÚŞÚÖʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽŅûďďʦŊĖşÚďďʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ťʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚÐĝĹÖûĖðʫʦ
EĖʦ ĹÚÐÚĖŅʦ ťÚ·ĹĽʬʦ ďĝÐ·ďʦ ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦ TĹ·ĽûÐ÷ČĝŞʦ ĝĖʦ ·ʦ ĖŊĕÏÚĹʦ ĝïʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ
·ĖÖʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʫʦdĖʦʋʍʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦsentenced to one year of community work 
ĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦûĖĽŊĹ·ĖÐÚʦïĹ·ŊÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦşÚĹÚʦűďÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʦş÷ÚĖʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĶď·ĖĖûĖðʦŅĝʦĹŊĖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŅťʦ
ÐĝŊĖÐûďʫʦEĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦʊʉʦĶÚĹÐÚĖŅʦĝïʦTĹ·ĽûÐ÷ČĝŞ˓ĽʦĽ·ď·ĹťʦïĝĹʦĝĖÚʦťÚ·ĹʦşûďďʦÏÚʦŅ·ČÚĖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʫʦ
The activist considers the case to be fabricated.

3.6.6. Prosecutions under the ‘Dadin’ article 
Cases of repeated violation of the established procedure for holding public events (Article 
212.1 RCCˉʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦĹ·ĹÚĹʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅ÷ûĖðʦŅĝʦÐ÷·ĖðÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÏď·Ņ·ĖŅďťʦŊĖď·şïŊďʦĖ·ŅŊĹÚʦ
of this norm and any number of cases of its application. 
$Ť·ĕĶďÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ ˒ ·ÖûĖ˓ʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦÐĝŞÚĹÚÖʦûĖʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽʦĽÚÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦ ûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ
the prosecution of the Courier trade union leader TûĹûďďʟ�ČĹ·ûĖŅĽÚŞʬʦŅ÷Úʦprosecution of Navalny 
supporter ¤·ÖûĕʟT÷·ûĹŊďďûĖ and the prosecution of Olga Nazarenko from Ivanovo. 

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/04/osuzhdennogo-profsoyuznogo-aktivista-iz-astrahani-pomestili-v-karcer-v
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/02/osuzhdennomu-profsoyuznomu-aktivistu-prisvoili-status-zlostnogo-narushitelya
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/03/25/v-lipecke-zaveli-ugolovnoe-delo-na-aktivista-iz-za-nesoblyudeniya
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/24/lipeckogo-aktivista-prigovorili-k-godu-ispravitelnyh-rabot-po-delu-o
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It is also worth mentioning that in February the prosecution tried to increase the sentence 
÷·ĖÖÚÖʦÖĝşĖʦŅĝʦTĝďĝĕĖ·ʦÚĖŞûĹĝĖĕÚĖŅ·ďʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦVyacheslav Egorovʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ
the ‘Dadin’ article. Egorov was sentenced to one year and three months in a general regime 
colony; the prosecution asked for the sentence to be increased to three years. On 17 Feb-
ĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ�ÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦ left the verdict unchanged. Egorov was released from prison 
in August 2022.

3.7. Prosecutions infringing free-
dom of expression and of the media 
The scale of prosecutions of journalists can be judged from data published by the Media Rights 
}ĹĝŅÚÐŅûĝĖʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĽ÷ĝşʦŅ÷·ŅʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
ʌʉʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦÏďĝððÚĹĽʦĝĖʦĽĝÐû·ďʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦŅ÷ÚĕÚĽʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷·ďïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦ
for ‘fake news’ about the Russian army (Article 207.3 RCCˉʬʦş·ĹĹ·ĖŅĽʦûĽĽŊÚÖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦĝïʦʊʊʬʦ
·ĖÖʦʌʐʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦÚÖûŅĝĹû·ďʦĝïűÐÚĽʦĝïʦWûĽŅĝČʦ ˈ:ĝĹĖĝ˂�ďŅ·ûĽČˉʦ·ĖÖʦ}ĽČĝŞĽČ·ť·ʦ
:ŊÏÚĹĖûť·ʦ ˌ˒}ĽČĝŞʟ:ĝŞÚĹĖĝĹĽ÷ûĶ’] (Pskov) were also searched. These are instances of crimi-
Ė·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ûĽʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦ ĽÚŞÚĹÚʬʦ ÏŊŅʦĖĝŅʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĝĖďťʬʦ ïĝĹĕʦĝïʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʫʦdŅ÷ÚĹʦ ŅťĶÚĽʦ
ĝïʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦ˅ʦûĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĖðʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʬʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅûĝĖʦ·Ľʦ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅĽ˓ʬʦĶ÷ťĽûÐ·ďʦŞûĝ-
ďÚĖÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚ·ČûĖðʦĝïʦĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďʦÖ·Ņ·ʦ˅ʦşÚĹÚʦĕŊÐ÷ʦĕĝĹÚʦÚŤŅÚĖĽûŞÚʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʫʦ
We barely touch upon these topics because they go beyond the scope of this report. 
Prosecution for public statements has been so broad in nature that we have needed to allo-
cate separate chapters to describe repression for anti-war statements (see 2.3. Prosecution 
for anti-war statementsˉʬʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÐÚĖĽĝĹĽ÷ûĶʦˈĽÚÚʦ2.9. Purging the information spaceˉʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ
·Ľʦ ïĝĹʦ ĹÚÐČďÚĽĽʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʦ ·ÏĝŊŅʦ ĹÚďûðûĝĖʬʦ ÷ûĽŅĝĹťʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚʦ ĽťĕÏĝďĽʦ ˈ3.8 Cases of ‘violation 
of the holy’ˉʫʦ EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚÐŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÏĹûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦûĖÐďŊÖÚĽʦ·ʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅÚʦ
description of Ivan Safronov’sʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦûĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅťʦĝïʦ�ŊĽ-
sian journalists (see 3.11.3. Ivan Safronov’s case). 
EĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐ÷·ĶŅÚĹʬʦşÚʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦŅťĶûÐ·ďʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚĽʦĝïʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖĽʦûĖŅÚĖÖ-
ed to suppress the rights to freedom of expression and dissemination of information. As with 
Ņ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹĽʬʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ·ĹÚ·ĽʬʦÚĽĶÚÐû·ďďťʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĉĝŊĹ-
Ė·ďûĽŅĽʬʦĹÚĸŊûĹÚʦÐďĝĽÚʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĽÐĹŊŅûĖťʬʦ·ĽʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷·ŞÚʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹÚ·ŅÚĽŅʦûĕĶ·ÐŅʦĝĖʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʫʦ ÚĶĹûŞûĖðʦ
society of alternative sources of information contributes to its fragmentation and atomisa-
tion. The prosecution of journalists is part of a general trend of suppression of freedom of ex-
ĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦş·ĽʦȋÏĽÚĹŞÚÖ in the early 2020s in countries with authoritarian and hybrid 
political regimes.

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/02/17/sud-utverdil-prigovor-kolomenskomu-aktivistu-vyacheslavu-egorovu-po
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/08/kolomenskiy-ekoaktivist-vyacheslav-egorov-vyshel-na-svobodu
https://t.me/dagetal/1824
https://freedomhouse.org/article/crimes-against-journalists-are-rise-and-are-seldom-punished
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3.7.1. The prosecution of Abdulmumin 
Gadzhiev 
The case of Abdulmumin Gadzhievʬʦ·ʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦ ïĹĝĕʦ ·ðÚĽŅ·Ė˓Ľʦ�÷ÚĹĖĝŞûČʦˌ˒Draft’] newspa-
ĶÚĹʬʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦ·Ľʦ·ʦpolitical prisonerʬʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦ
ûĖʦ ʋʉʋʋʫʦAÚʦ ûĽʦ ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦ űĖ·ĖÐûĖðʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦ ˈArticle 205.1, Part 4, RCC) and participation 
in the activities of extremist organisations (Article 282.2, Part 2, RCC) as well as terrorist organ-
isations (Article 205.5, Part 2, RCC). The investigation claims the journalist allegedly participat-
ÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĽʦE�E�ʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝĖðĹÚĽĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ}Úĝ-
ples of Ichkeria and Dagestan and the Supreme Military Madzhlisul Shura of the United Forces 
ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�·ŊÐ·ĽŊĽʦ]Ŋĉ·÷ûÖÚÚĖʬʦ ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ ·ĽʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ûĖðʦ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ĖĽ·Ĺʦ9ĝŊĖÖ·ŅûĝĖʦ
headed by the preacher Abu Umar Sasitlinski in the Chernovik newspaper. The law enforce-
ment agencies accuse the latter of organising funding of terrorists through charitable organi-
sations without any proof. A trial is presently underway. Gadzhiev has been remanded in cus-
tody and over the past year his detention has been extended three times. A linguistic review 
ĝïʦʋʏʦĝïʦ:·Öŭ÷ûÚŞ˓ĽʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦÖŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹû·ďʬʦÏŊŅʦĖĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦĽ÷ĝşÚÖʦ
·ĖťʦĽûðĖĽʦĝïʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʫʦ EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦşûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĽûÖÚʦĹÚÐ·ĖŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ
ŅÚĽŅûĕĝĖťʬʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦş÷ĝĕʦĽ·ûÖʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĽûðĖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĹĝð·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ
under threat of torture. 
EĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ�÷ÚĹĖĝŞûČʦstopped publishing its print copy because of pressure by the author-
ities against the printing company.

3.7.2. Charges against bloggers for extremism
�÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦïĝĹʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦĹĝĽÚʦĽ÷·ĹĶďťʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʫʦ
�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦűðŊĹÚĽʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦEĖŅÚĹûĝĹʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦ·ĖÖʦanalysed by the Sova In-
ïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ ·ĖÖʦ �Ė·ďťŅûÐ·ďʦ �ÚĖŅĹÚʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ď·şʦ ÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦ ĹÚðûĽŅÚĹÚÖʦ ʊʬʎʏʏʦ ÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦ
ÐĹûĕÚĽʬʦʍʑʫʋʦĶÚĹÐÚĖŅʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʬʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦʊʬʋʎʐʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦĽĝďŞÚÖʦˈ̉ʌʑʫʍʦĶÚĹÐÚĖŅˉʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ
493 registered crimes (+8.4 percent) prosecuted under Article 280, Part 2, RCC (‘Incitement 
of extremist activities committed by use of mass media or information and telecommunications 
ĖÚŅşĝĹČĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅ˓ˉʫʦEĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦʍʒʉʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʦˈ̉ʎʎʫʏʦĶÚĹÐÚĖŅˉʦşÚĹÚʦĹÚÐĝĹÖÚÖʦŊĖ-
der Article 205.2, Part 2 RCCʦˈ˒EĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʬʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹ-
ism or propaganda of terrorism committed by use of mass media or electronic or information 
·ĖÖʦŅÚďÚÐĝĕĕŊĖûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦĖÚŅşĝĹČĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅ˓ˉʫʦ
$ŞÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦŅ÷ÚĹÚïĝĹÚʦĽ÷ĝşĽʦ·ʦĽ÷·ĹĶʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚʦûĖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĖðʦ
opinions and a widespread practice of bringing charges against users of social media and the in-
ternet. This scale of prosecutions and the lack of information about the nature of the charges 
in most cases do not allow us or other human rights organisations to analyse each case. Moreo-
ŞÚĹʬʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĽŅ·ŅûĽŅûÐĽʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦ·ďďĝşʦ·Ėʦ·ĽĽÚĽĽĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖťĖ·ĕûÐĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝĽŅûĖðʦĝïʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďûĽÚÖʦ
statements on account of the widespread practice of initiating criminal proceedings on the ba-
sis of the discovery of so-called ‘ongoing offences’ with regard to posts and comments posted 

https://memopzk.org/figurant/gadzhiev-abdulmumin-habibovich/
https://memorialcenter.org/news/interpol-isklyuchil-propovednika-sasitlinskogo-iz-mezhdunarodnogo-rozyska
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/28/chernovik-prekratil-vypusk-pechatnoy-versii-gazety-pod-davleniem-vlastey
https://www.sova-center.ru/racism-xenophobia/news/counteraction/2023/01/d47565/
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ĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦ·ĽʦďĝĖðʦ·ĽʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ·ðĝʫʦ^ÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦŅĝʦûďďŊĽŅĹ·ŅÚʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹÚĖÖĽʬʦşÚʦĽ÷·ďďʦ·ÖÖŊÐÚʦ
examples of the most egregious cases of anti-extremist legislation being used to prosecute 
critics of the regime. 
�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦïĝĹʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÏĽÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦ·ĖťʦÚŞû-
ÖÚĖÐÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦd¤ ˂EĖïĝʦÚĽŅûĕ·ŅÚĽʬʦat least 50 criminal cas-
es alone were opened for comments about the suicide bombing of the Arkhangelsk anarchist 
]ûČ÷·ûďʦ³÷ďĝÏûŅĽČťʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ
by Memorial as political prisoners. Memorial has previously criticised both Article 205.2 RCC it-
ĽÚďïʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦĝïʦûŅĽʦ·ĶĶďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦûĖʦûŅĽʦʋʉʊʒʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦ˒Pro-terrorist Statementsʬ˓ʦ
ş÷ûÐ÷ʦĖĝŅÚÖʭʦ˒ �ŊÐ÷ʟÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟÐ·ĽÚĽʟ·ĹÚʟÐ÷·Ĺ·ÐŅÚĹûĽÚÖʟÏťʟ·ʟïĝĹĕ·ďʟ·ĶĶĹĝ·Ð÷ʟ·ĖÖʟ·ʟĕ·ĹČÚÖʟÖûĽĶ·ĹûŅťʟ
ÏÚŅşÚÚĖʟŅ÷ÚʟĶÚĖ·ďŅťʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷Úʟ·ÐŅŊ·ďʟÖ·ĖðÚĹʟĶĝĽÚÖʥʟ·ĖÖʟĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʟŅ÷ÚʟĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʟĕ·ťʟÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅÚʟ
ĹÚŅĹûÏŊŅûĝĖʟïĝĹʟĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟŞûÚşĽʟĝĹʟĽĝÐûĝʻĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʤʤʤʟ�·ĽÚĽʟŊĖÖÚĹʟ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʂʇʤʄʟ·ĹÚʟÏÚûĖðʟ·Ð-
ŅûŞÚďťʟÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʟĖĝŅʟĝĖďťʟïĝĹʟûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʟŅĝʟŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʥʟÏŊŅʟ·ďĽĝʟŅĝʟĹÚŞĝďŊŅûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟĹÚÏÚďďûĝĖʥʟ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʟ
�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʊʂʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ�ĝÖÚʟ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʟÖÚ·ďĽʟşûŅ÷ʟĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖ·ďʟ
ĝĹÖÚĹʫ˓ʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦĝĖʦʋʑʦRŊďťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚÐĝĖÖʦ¥ÚĽŅÚĹĖʦ ûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ]ûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦsentenced Smolensk 
activist �ÚĹðÚûʟTĝĕ·ĖÖûĹĝŞʦŅĝʦĽûŤʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ÷·ďïʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦïĝĹʦÐŊĕŊď·ŅûŞÚʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʬʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦ
on his posts on social media which showed no signs of public danger. The main charge against 
himʦş·ĽʦûĖʦï·ÐŅʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĹÚĶĝĽŅÚÖʦŞûÖÚĝʦÐďûĶʦĝïʦ·ʦŅĹû·ďʦĝïʦ}ŊŅûĖʦ·ĖÖʦ�ÚÐ÷ûĖʬʦ
which was not even recognised as extremist. 
The above-mentioned Article 280 RCCʬʦ ÚĽĶÚÐû·ďďťʦ ûŅĽʦ ĽÚÐĝĖÖʦĶ·ĹŅʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďûĽÚĽʦ Ðĝĕ-
ĕÚĖŅĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʬʦĶĹûĕ·ĹûďťʦûĖʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĕÚÖû·ʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďĽʬʦ÷·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦĽÚĹŞÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦÐĝĖŞÚĖûÚĖŅʦŅĝĝďʦ
ŅĝʦĶĹÚŞÚĖŅʦïĹÚÚʦÖûĽÐŊĽĽûĝĖʦĝĖʦŅĝĶûÐĽʦĹÚďÚŞ·ĖŅʦŅĝʦïĝĹĕĽʦĝïʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʬʦûĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĹ·ďďûÚĽʬʦ
·ďŅÚĹĖ·ŅûŞÚʦïĝĹĕĽʦĝïʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹû·ďʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫʦ�÷ûĽʦ ûĽʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦ ďû·-
ÏûďûŅťʦ ïĝĹʦŅ÷ûĽʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦ ûĽʦ ûĖÐŊĹĹÚÖʬʦ·ĕĝĖðʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ûĖðĽʬʦ ïĝĹʦÐ·ďďĽʦŅĝʦÐ÷·ĖðÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖ·ďʦ
ĝĹÖÚĹʦÏťʦ ŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ·ĹÚʦĝïŅÚĖʦ ûĖŅÚĹĶĹÚŅÚÖʦÏťʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹĽʦ ·Ľʦ ûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦ Ņĝʦĕ·ĽĽʦĶĹĝ-
ŅÚĽŅĽʫʦƐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦĝïŅÚĖʦ ûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʦ ïĝĹʦĹÚÐČďÚĽĽʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʦ ûĖʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĕÚÖû·ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĶĝĽÚʦ
no public danger whatsoever because of the very limited size of their audience and the absence 
of negative consequences. One such example is the criminal case against Voronezh resident 
Grigory Severinʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦĝĖʦʋʋʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦŅĝʦŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦïĝĹʦûĖÐûŅûĖðʦ
ÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦ·ÐŅĽʦĝĖʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦˈArticle 280, Part 2, RCC) and insulting a representative of the au-
thorities (Article 319 RCC). The opposition activist was charged in connection with an emo-
ŅûĝĖ·ďʦÐĝĕĕÚĖŅʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʦûĖʦWŊÏť·ĖČ·ʦ�ĸŊ·ĹÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦ
÷·ÖʦĖĝʦ ĽĝÐû·ďďťʦ Ö·ĖðÚĹĝŊĽʦ ÐĝĖĽÚĸŊÚĖÐÚĽʬʦ ÏŊŅʦş·Ľʦ ĝĖďťʦ ÖûĽÐĝŞÚĹÚÖʦÏťʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ
agencies over a year after it was posted. 
�÷ÚʦŊĖĉŊĽŅûűÚÖʦÐď·ĽĽûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ·Ľʦ·ʦ˒ĽĝÐû·ďʦðĹĝŊĶ˓ʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
ÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÐĹûŅûÐĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ·ĖʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦÏďĝððÚĹʦïĹĝĕʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦTÚĕÚĹĝŞĝʦĹÚðûĝĖʦAleksei Fedorov was charged under Article 282, Part 1, RCC (‘Incitement 
Ņĝʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦĝĹʦÚĖĕûŅťʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦÖÚðĹ·ÖûĖðʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦÖûðĖûŅť˓ˉʦ ïĝĹʦÐĹûŅûÐûĽûĖðʦ ˒ĽĝÐû·ďʦðĹĝŊĶĽ˓ʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ
as ‘ď·şʟÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʟĝïűÐÚĹĽ’ and ‘ĝïűÐû·ďĽ’ (Memorial has repeatedly stated that criticism should 
not be criminalised in principle). He was also charged under Article 222.1, Part 1, RCC (‘Il-
ďÚð·ďʦ·ÐĸŊûĽûŅûĝĖʬʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹʬʦĽ·ďÚʬʦĽŅĝĹ·ðÚʬʦŅĹ·ĖĽĶĝĹŅ·ŅûĝĖʬʦïĝĹş·ĹÖûĖðʦĝĹʦÐ·ĹĹťûĖðʦĝïʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚĽʦ
ĝĹʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚʦÖÚŞûÐÚĽ˓ˉʦïĝĹʦĶĝĽĽÚĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦĽĕĝČÚďÚĽĽʦðŊĖĶĝşÖÚĹʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦş·ĽʦĕĝĽŅʦďûČÚďťʦĶď·ĖŅÚÖʦ
ĝĖʦ÷ûĕʫʦ9ÚÖĝĹĝŞʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦĽûĖÐÚʦRŊĖÚʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ

https://ovd.news/story/dela-ob-opravdanii-terrorizma-posle-vzryva-v-arhangelske
https://memohrc.org/ru/reports/darya-kostromina-proterroristicheskie-vyskazyvaniya-cikl-obzorov-ugolovnye-presledovaniya-za
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/07/28/blogera-sergeya-komandirova-prigovorili-k-shesti-s-polovinoy-godam-lisheniya
https://memopzk.org/figurant/komandirov-sergej-eduardovich/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/komandirov-sergej-eduardovich/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/severin-grigorij-yurevich/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/fyodorov-aleksej-vladimirovich/
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3.7.3. Prosecutions of journalists and bloggers 
on charges of defamation 
Charges under Article 128.1 RCCʦˈ˒ Úï·ĕ·ŅûĝĖ˓ˉʦĹÚĕ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦ
community. Despite the fact that this article concerns private prosecutions and the establish-
ment of the factual circumstances of the case should be limited to the evaluation of statements 
·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÐŅûĕʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĹûĖðûĖðʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦûĽʦĹĝŊŅûĖÚďťʦ·ÐÐĝĕĶ·ĖûÚÖʦÏťʦŊĖĉŊĽŅûűÚÖʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʫʦ
On 12 November it was reported that a case of defamation of a judge (Article 298.1 RCC) 
had been opened against Aleksei MashkevichʬʦÚÖûŅĝĹ˂ûĖ˂Ð÷ûÚïʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦEŞ·ĖĝŞĝ˂Ï·ĽÚÖʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ
�ďŊČ÷ûʦŞʦï·ČŅťʦˌ˒�ŊĕĝŊĹĽʟ·ĖÖʟ9·ÐŅĽ˓ˍʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ïŅÚĹʦRŊÖðÚʦ«Ŋďû·ʦ�·ĽČûĖ·ʦĝïʦEŞ·Ėĝ-
Şĝ˓ĽʦWÚĖûĖĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ·ĶĶďûÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʬʦĸŊĝŅûĖðʦŅşĝʦŅÚŤŅĽʦÏťʦ]·Ľ÷ČÚŞûÐ÷ʫʦ
EĖʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦ÷ĝşʦ·ĖʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹʦ÷·ÖʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚÖʦ·ʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦŅĝʦÚĖŅÚĹʦ
ûĖŅĝʦ·ʦĶďÚ·ʦÏ·Ĺð·ûĖʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹĝďÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĉŊÖðÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ïï·ûĹʮʦ·ĖÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚÐĝĖÖʬʦ÷ÚʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦ·Ņ-
tempts to obtain comments from the district court about Raskina’s behaviour at the trial. 
�ʦĽûĕûď·ĹʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦĝĶÚĖÚÖʦ ûĖʦ}ÚĖŭ·ʫʦdĖʦʋʏʦ RŊďťʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚʦĝïʦMaksim Denisauʬʦ ÚÖû-
ŅĝĹ˂ûĖ˂Ð÷ûÚïʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ^ĝŞ·ť·ʦ·ďŅÚĹĖ·ŅûŞ·ʦˌ˒^Úşʟ�ďŅÚĹĖ·ŅûŞÚ’] newspaper was searched and his com-
ĶŊŅÚĹʦĽťĽŅÚĕʦŊĖûŅʦş·ĽʦĽÚûŭÚÖʦÏťʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʫʦdĖʦʑʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·Ľʦclosed due to the lack 
ĝïʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦ·ʦÐĝĕĶď·ûĖŅʦűďÚÖʦÏťʦ�ĖŅĝĖʦ�÷·ĹĝĖĝŞʬʦ·ʦ�ĖûŅÚÖʦ
�ŊĽĽû·ʦÐ·ĖÖûÖ·ŅÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦĶ·Ĺďû·ĕÚĖŅ·ĹťʦÚďÚÐŅûĝĖʬʦĝĖʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦĝïʦ ÚĖûĽĝŞ˓ĽʦÐĹûŅûÐ·ďʦÐĝĕ-
ments about the former in one of his articles and his listing of corruption scandals associated 
şûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĖûŅÚÖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦÐ·ĖÖûÖ·ŅÚ˓Ľʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʬʦşûŅ÷ʦďûĖČĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʫʦ
�ďĝððÚĹĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ďĽĝʦÏÚÚĖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦÖÚï·ĕ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ
case was opened in Vladikavkaz in October against blogger �ď·ĖʟT÷·ĽûÚŞ over a post on his Tel-
ÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʦĽŅ·ŅûĖðʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚĶŊŅťʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûŅť˓Ľʦ³·ŅÚĹÚÐ÷ĖťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʬʦ ·ŞûÖʦ�·-
Ņ·ðĝŞʬʦş·Ľʦ ïĝĹÐûĖðʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹĽʦ Ņĝʦ ï·ÏĹûÐ·ŅÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦĝïʦş÷ĝĕʦ÷ÚʦÖûĽ·ĶĶĹĝŞÚÖʫʦ
EĖʦÚ·Ĺďťʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦT÷·ĽûÚŞʦş·ĽʦŅ·ČÚĖʦûĖŅĝʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦʋʏʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦş·Ľʦcharged with 
Ņ÷ÚïŅʦÐ·ŊĽûĖðʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚʦˈArticle 158, Part 2 (c), RCCˉʬʦ·Ľʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦŅĝʦ÷·ŞÚʦĽŅĝďÚĖʦ
÷ûĽʦÚŤ˂şûïÚ˓ĽʦĕĝĖÚťʦ·ĖÖʦĉÚşÚďďÚĹťʦşĝĹŅ÷ʦʎʍʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ

3.7.4. Crackdown on Telegram channels 
by Rostekh management 
�ĽʦÚ·Ĺďťʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚðûĖĖûĖðʦĝïʦʋʉʊʉʬʦ·ʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĖðʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦÏďĝððÚĹĽʦ
as well as activists opposing illegal real estate development on charges of extortion (Article 
163 RCCˉʦ ÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦşûÖÚĽĶĹÚ·Öʫʦ �ŊÐ÷ʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ Ð·ĽÚĽʦ ·ĹÚʦ Ķ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺďťʦ ÖûïűÐŊďŅʦ Ņĝʦ ·ĽĽÚĽĽʦ ïĹĝĕʦ
the point of view of the legality of initiating criminal proceedings because it is very hard to de-
termine whether defendants had tried to extort money or whether they were victims of a prov-
ĝÐ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ EĖʦ ĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʬʦ ·Ėťʦ ĖÚðĝŅû·ŅûĝĖĽʦ ïĝĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹʦ ĝïʦĕĝĖÚťʦ ûĖʦ ÚŤÐ÷·ĖðÚʦ ïĝĹʦ ·ʦ Ð÷·ĖðÚʦ
ûĖʦĕÚÖû·ʦÐĝŞÚĹ·ðÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ŞûÐŅûĕĽ˓ʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĕ·ťʦïĝĹĕʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĽûĽʦïĝĹʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦÚŤŅĝĹŅûĝĖʦĝĹʬʦďÚĽĽʦ

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/12/protiv-glavreda-ivanovskogo-izdaniya-sluhi-i-fakty-zaveli-delo-o-klevete
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/08/v-penze-prekratili-delo-o-klevete-protiv-glavreda-gazety-novaya-alternativa
https://ovd.news/express-news/2023/01/12/vo-vladikavkaze-prodlili-arest-blogeru-obvinyaemomu-v-klevete-iz-za
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ïĹÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʬʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦïĹ·ŊÖʦˈArticle 159 RCC). 
Prosecution of such criminal cases acquired a much more public character in 2022. Mass de-
tentions of Telegram channels’ administrators took place in Moscow and St. Petersburg. What 
all the cases had in common was that the victims were all managers at Rostekh State Cor-
ĶĝĹ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ}ĹĝÚČŅʦˌ˒}ĹĝĉÚÐŅ˓ˍʬʦ·ĖʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʬʦclaims that the cases were personally 
ûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦ�ĝĽŅÚČ÷˓ĽʦÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʦïĝĹʦĽĶÚÐû·ďʦÐĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖĽʬʦ¤·ĽĽûďťʦ�ĹĝŞČĝʫʦ�÷ÚʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ
ûĖûŅû·ŅûĝĖʦşÚĹÚʦ ÏĝŅ÷ʦ ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďʬʦ ďûĖČÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ �ĹĝŞČĝ˓Ľʦ ĹÚŅ·ďû·ŅûĝĖʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ ûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦ
ş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÐĹûŅûÐûĽÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ûĽʦşûïÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦşÚďď˂ČĖĝşĖʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖûĽŅʦ�ûĖ·ʦT·ĖÖÚď·Čûʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ
Ņĝʦ}ĹĝÚČŅʬʦ�ĹĝŞČĝʦĽŊððÚĽŅÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ�ĝĽŅÚČ÷ʦĕ·Ė·ðÚĕÚĖŅʦĽ÷ĝŊďÖʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦűð÷ŅûĖðʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ĖĝĖťĕĝŊĽʦ
Telegram channels that criticise the corporation against the backdrop of a growing number 
of negative publications directed against him since May and the negative assessment of Ros-
tekh’s work by Putin in his speechʦĝĖʦʊʑʦRŊďťʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦ�ĝĽŅÚČ÷ʦ�$dʦ�ÚĹðÚûʦ�÷ÚĕÚŭĝŞʦ·ĶĶĹĝŞÚÖʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦĶď·ĖʦŅĝʦÐĹ·ÐČÖĝşĖʦĝĖʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďĽʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ÚďĶʦĝïʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʬʦŅÚĖʦ·Ö-
ĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅĝĹĽʦĝïʦĶĝĶŊď·Ĺʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďĽʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦʍʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦʐʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʬʦĖûĖÚʦ
of whom were remanded in custody. In seven cases they were charged with large scale extortion 
(Article 163, Part 3, RCC) involving either Vassily Brovko or the top manager of Promsvyazbank 
�ďÚČĽ·ĖÖĹʦ�Ľ÷·ČĝŞʬʦÏťʦş·ťʦĝïʦÖÚĕ·ĖÖûĖðʦĕĝĖÚťʦïĝĹʦ·ðĹÚÚûĖðʦĖĝŅʦŅĝʦĶĝĽŅʦĖÚð·ŅûŞÚʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ
(the so-called ‘block on negativity’). In three cases — involving the ‘Project Scanner’ channel 
administrators — the charges were for large scale fraud (Article 159, Part 4, RCC). A detailed 
ÖÚĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĶÚÐûűÐʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦïĝŊĖÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ}ĹĝÚČŅʦwebsite. 
dŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦŊĽÚÖʦÖŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖʬʦĝĹð·ĖûĽÚÖʦÏťʦ�ĝĽ-
ŅÚČ÷ʦ Ņĝʦ ÐĹ·ÐČÖĝşĖʦ ĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽÚĕû˂ûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦĕÚÖû·ʦ ĝŊŅďÚŅĽʫʦ 9ĝĹʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ ĝĖʦ ʌʦ ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ
the TV presenter �ĖÖĹÚûʟT·Ĺ·ŊďĝŞˌĽ country house was searched in connection with charges 
of defaming Sergei Chemezov. On 24 November an arrest warrantʦş·Ľʦ ûĽĽŊÚÖʦ ïĝĹʦT·Ĺ·ŊďĝŞʫʦ
According to the corporation’s statementʬʦT·Ĺ·ŊďĝŞʦ˒şÚĖŅʟï·ĹʟÏÚťĝĖÖʟŅ÷ÚʟÏĝŊĖÖĽʟĝïʟĶĹĝïÚĽĽûĝĖ·ďʟ
ÚŅ÷ûÐĽʥʟÚĖð·ðûĖðʥʟûĖʟï·ÐŅʥʟûĖʟĶĽÚŊÖĝʻĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽĕʤʤʤʟĶŊÏďûĽ÷ûĖðʟĹŊĕĝŊĹĽʟ·ĖÖʟĽĶÚÐŊď·ŅûĝĖĽʟÖÚŅ·Ð÷ÚÖʟ
ïĹĝĕʟĹÚ·ďûŅťʥʟşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʟÏĝŅ÷ÚĹûĖðʟŅĝʟĶĹĝĶÚĹďťʟŞÚĹûïťʟŅ÷ÚʟûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖ.’ 
�÷Úʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ ĝïʦ TĽÚĖû·ʦ �ĝÏÐ÷·Č˓Ľʦ ÚĕĶďĝťÚÚĽʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÚŤ˂�·ŅďÚĹʦ ÚÖûŅĝĹ˂ûĖ˂Ð÷ûÚïʦArian Romanovskyʬʦ
commercial director TûĹûďďʟ �ŊČ÷·ĖĝŞ and journalist Tamerlan Bigaevʬʦ ş÷ĝʦ şÚĹÚʦ remanded 
in custodyʦûĖʦď·ŅÚʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦÚ·Ĺďťʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦûĽʦďûČÚďťʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹ·ÐČÖĝşĖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
Telegram. They were accused of extorting 11 million roubles for not publishing a post with 
˒ÖÚï·ĕ·ŅĝĹťʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ�÷ÚĕÚŭĝŞʫʦ�ĝĕ·ĖĝŞĽČťʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦĶďÚ·ÖʦðŊûďŅťʬʦş÷ûďÚʦ�ŊČ÷·ĖĝŞʦ
·ÖĕûŅŅÚÖʦĝĖďťʦŅĝʦÖÚĕ·ĖÖûĖðʦʑʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ¥÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦ
ÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ÐÐÚĽĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦűďÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĽĶŊĹûĝŊĽʦÏĝŅ÷ʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ï-
sence of any defamatory information about Chemezov in the incriminating post containing 
·ʦÖÚĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦ ĽĝÐû·ďʦÚŞÚĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦ ûŅĽʦĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦŊĽÚʦ ŅĝʦĶŊŅʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦĝĖʦ�ĝÏÐ÷·Čʬʦ
ş÷ĝĽÚʦĕÚÖû·ʦĹÚĽĝŊĹÐÚĽʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦĽÚĕû˂ûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʫʦ
We cannot rule out that the pressure campaign against the administrators of Telegram channels 
using extortion charges could have been broader in character and at least partially unrelated 
Ņĝʦ�ĝĽŅÚČ÷˓Ľʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ]ĝĽČĝŞĽČťʦTĝĕĽĝĕĝďÚŅĽʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦLev Speransky was ques-
tioned as a witness on 16 August after his apartment was searched. The formal reason given 
ş·Ľʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦÐĝĖÐÚĹĖûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤŅĝĹŅûĝĖʦĝïʦʎʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĹĝĕʦ�ďûĽ÷ÚĹʦ�Ľĕ·ĖĝŞʦ·ĖÖʦT·-
ŭ·Č÷ʦÏŊĽûĖÚĽĽĕ·ĖʦTÚĖÚĽʦ�·ČûĽ÷ÚŞʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦĖĝŅÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹʦ÷·Öʦ·ďĽĝʦ
·ĽČÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ÷ûĽʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝĶŊď·Ĺʦ·ĖĝĖťĕĝŊĽʦ˒¤�÷T˂d:}�˓ʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʦ
ˈĝŞÚĹʦʍʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĽŊÏĽÐĹûÏÚĹĽˉʫ

https://www.proekt.media/guide/kremlin-telegram-meduza/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3eL1nyQseg
https://www.proekt.media/guide/kremlin-telegram-meduza/
https://zona.media/news/2022/11/24/karaulov
https://www.rbc.ru/politics/04/11/2022/636407c29a7947539914ecdd
https://www.rbc.ru/politics/17/11/2022/63764e329a794752eef9eab6
https://www.rbc.ru/politics/17/11/2022/63764e329a794752eef9eab6
https://republic.ru/posts/104820
https://republic.ru/posts/104820
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3.7.5. Other instances of prosecutions 
on charges of extortion 
EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖʦŅĝʦĶŊĹðÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚÖû·ʦĹÚ·ďĕʦûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦ�ĝĽŅÚČ÷ʬʦĽĕ·ďďÚĹʦÏŊŅʦĹÚðŊ-
lar cases of using Article 163 RCC against mainly regional bloggers and journalists continued. 
9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦĝĖʦʊʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦTŊĹĽČ˓ĽʦWÚĖûĖĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced Dennis Shaikinʬʦ ïĝĹĕÚĹʦ
ĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚĹʦĝïʦ]Tʦ�÷ÚĹĖĝŭÚĕťÚʬʦ Ņĝʦ ŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ ûĖʦ ·ʦ ðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦ ĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦ ÐĝďĝĖťʦ·ĖÖʦĝĹÖÚĹÚÖʦ
÷ûĕʦŅĝʦĶ·ťʦʊʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦûĖʦÐĝĕĶÚĖĽ·ŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦĕĝĹ·ďʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÐŅûĕʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦş·ĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦûĖʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʉʮʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦÚŤŅĝĹŅûĖðʦʍʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ
(Article 163, Part 2 (d), RCCˉʦïĹĝĕʦ$ŞðÚĖťʦWÚŞ·ĖŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĝşĖÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ}ĹĝÚČŅʦ˒�ŞÚŭ÷ťʦT÷ďÚÏ˓ʦˌ˒Fresh 
�ĹÚ·Öʟ}ĹĝĉÚÐŅ˓ˍʦ ÐĝĕĶ·Ėťʬʦ ïĝĹʦ ĹÚïŊĽûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ ĶŊÏďûĽ÷ʦ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝĕĶ·Ėťʫʦ�÷Úʦ ĉĝŊĹ-
nalist insists that he met Levant to obtain a comment from him when preparing a publication 
ĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ ûďďÚð·ďʦ Ņ·ČÚĝŞÚĹʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĹûŞ·ďʦTŊĹĽČČ÷ďÚÏʦ ˌ˒TŊĹĽČÏĹÚ·Ö’] enterprise. One of the criminal 
Ð·ĽÚ˓ĽʦÐĝĖĽÚĸŊÚĖÐÚĽʦş·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÐďĝĽŊĹÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦTŊĹĽČ·ť·ʦĖÚÖÚďť·ʦˌ˒Kursk Weekly˓ˍʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ďĽĝʦ
ĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦÏťʦ�÷·ûČûĖʬʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚûŭŊĹÚʦĝïʦĝïűÐÚʦÚĸŊûĶĕÚĖŅʦÖŊĹûĖðʦ·ʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚÖûŅĝĹû·ďʦ
ĝïűÐÚʫʦ
EĖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĖÚûð÷ÏĝŊĹûĖðʦdĹÚďʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ďĝÐ·ďʦdĹďÚŅĽʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʟ}·ĖűďĝŞ 
and website administrator Artyom Prokhorov were detained on 3 August for allegedly receiv-
ûĖðʦĕĝĖÚťʦïĹĝĕʦÏŊĽûĖÚĽĽĕ·Ėʦ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʦ�ûďĕ·Ėʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ʦŞûÐŅûĕʦûĖʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ
ÚŤŅĝĹŅûĝĖʦÐ·ĽÚʫʦ�÷ÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦűĹĽŅʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʬʦÏŊŅʦď·ŅÚĹʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ
·ĹĹÚĽŅʦĝĖʦʋʏʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶĝŅÚĖŅû·ďďťʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĖ·ŅŊĹÚʦĝïʦ}·ĖűďĝŞʦ·ĖÖʦ}ĹĝČ÷ĝĹĝŞ˓ĽʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ
ĕ·ťʦÏÚʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĖÚşĽĶ·ĶÚĹ˓ĽʦşÚÏĽûŅÚʦ·ĖÖʦûŅĽʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦĶ·ðÚʦşÚĹÚʦÏďĝÐČÚÖʦ
ûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦĝĖʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦĝïʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ûĖðʦûĖ·ÐÐŊĹ·ŅÚʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ·Ð-
ÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʦ:ÚĖÚĹ·ď˓ĽʦdïűÐÚʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷·ŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦdĹďÚŅĽʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦŅĝʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅÚʦĝĖʦ·ʦĽûŅÚʦ
with a new domain name. 
EĖʦ �ĝĽŅĝŞ˂ĝĖ˂ ĝĖʬʦ Ð÷·ĹðÚĽʦ ĝïʦ ÚŤŅĝĹŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ ʏʉʬʉʉʉʦ ĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ ïĹĝĕʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ^·Č÷-
ichevan market Roman Gevorgyan were brought in August against Sergei Reznikʬʦ·ĖʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦ
journalist and former political prisonerʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÚĕûðĹ·ŅÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦŅĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ
of alleged rehabilitation of Nazism (Article 354.1 RCC) and fake news about the army (Article 
207 RCC).

3.7.6. Prosecutions of the ‘Rosderzhava’ 
journalists 
�÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦşĝĹČûĖðʦĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝĽÖÚĹŭ÷·Ş·ʦˌŅ÷ÚʟĖ·ĕÚʟûĽʟ·ʟĽ÷ĝĹŅÚĖÚÖʟŞÚĹĽûĝĖʟ
ĝïʟ·ʟĶ÷Ĺ·ĽÚʟĽŊÐ÷ʟ·Ľʟ̀:ĹÚ·Ņʟ}ĝşÚĹʟ�ŊĽĽû·ˌʠʾ ʟŅĹ·ĖĽʤ] online publication continued in 2022. The jour-
Ė·ďûĽŅĽʬʦ·ʦÐĹĝĽĽʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦŞûÖÚĝʦÏďĝððÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦvigilantiʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʬʦ÷·ÖʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦÖÚ·ďʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦĖŊĕ-
ÏÚĹʦĝïʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĶĹĝÏďÚĕĽʦˈĕ·ûĖďťʬʦŅĹ·ïűÐʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽˉʦŅ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʫʦ�ŊÐ÷ʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦûĖÐŊĹĹÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦşĹ·Ņ÷ʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖÚʦ÷·ĖÖʬʦ·ĖÖʦĕ·ÖÚʦŅ÷Úĕʦ·ʦÐĝĖŞÚĖûÚĖŅʦŅ·ĹðÚŅʦïĝĹʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦ

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/01/kurskogo-zhurnalista-prigovorili-k-dvum-godam-kolonii-obyavil-golodovku
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/26/dvoih-sotrudnikov-orlovskogo-izdaniya-orlec-pereveli-pod-domashniy-arest
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/08/08/na-rostovskogo-zhurnalista-sergeya-reznika-zaveli-trete-ugolovnoe-delo
https://memohrc.org/ru/special-projects/delo-reznika
vigilant.myverdict.org/about
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ĕÚ·ĽŊĹÚĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ˅ʦĕÚ·ĽŊĹÚĽʦĝïűÐû·ďďťʦÐ·ĹĹûÚÖʦĝŊŅʦŅĝʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦĹ·Ņ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷·Ėʦ
Ņ÷ÚûĹʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʫʦEĖʦ·ďďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦşÚʦ·ĹÚʦ·ş·ĹÚʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦûĽʦ·ʦÐďÚ·ĹʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦŊĖÖÚĹ-
pinning of the prosecution. The ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ project has recognised the de-
fendants in these cases as political prisoners. 
TĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺ˂Ï·ĽÚÖʦ ŞûÖÚĝʦ ÏďĝððÚĹĽʦStanislav Andreev and Aleksei Shamardin were taken into 
custody in August 2021 after a criminal case was brought against them in March for the theft 
ĝïʦ Ņşĝʦ ˒ ûĽ·ÏďÚÖ˓ʦ ĽûðĖĽʦ ûĖʦ �ûĕ·Ľ÷ÚŞĽČʬʦ TĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·Ĺʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʦ ˈArticle 158, Part 2, RCCˉʬʦ ûĖʦ 9ÚÏ-
ruary 2019. Andreev was also charged under Article 319 RCC after he had called the bailiff 
who stopped him from attending a court hearing a ‘parasite.’ The video bloggers did dismantle 
Ņ÷ÚʦĽûðĖĽʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷ÚťʦÖûÖʦĽĝʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚĽÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦĝïűÐû·ďĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅĹ·ïűÐʦĶĝďûÐÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʬʦş÷ûďÚʦűďĕûĖðʦ
Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦ·ʦĖĝŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦďĝÐ·ďʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
the signs were ‘ĖĝŅʟďûĽŅÚÖʟ·ŅʟŅ÷·ŅʟďĝÐ·ŅûĝĖ.’ The Investigative Committee and the court declared 
Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ˒ÐĝŞÚĹŅʦÚĕÏÚŭŭďÚĕÚĖŅʫ˓ʦdĖʦʊʑʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ûĕ·Ľ÷ÚŞĽČʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦsentenced 
Ņ÷ÚĕʦÏĝŅ÷ʦŅĝʦŅşĝʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ÷·ďïʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦ�ĖÖĹÚÚŞʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦűĖÚÖʦʍʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦ
The bloggers «·ĖʟT·ŅÚďÚŞĽČť and Aleksandr Dorogovʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĖðʦÐĝĹĹŊĶŅûĝĖʦ
·ĖÖʦĹÚĶÚ·ŅÚÖďťʦÐĹûŅûÐûĽÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĹÚðûĝĖ˓ĽʦÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŅÚĹûĝĹʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʬʦşÚĹÚʦcharged 
with large-scale extortion as part of a group of individuals by prior conspiracy (Article 163, 
Part 3 (b), RCC) and insulting a representative of the authorities (Article 319 RCCˉʫʦT·ŅÚďÚŞĽČťʦ
ûĽʦ·ďĽĝʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦÖÚďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚʦŅĝʦĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʬʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦ·Ľʦ÷ĝĝďûð·ĖûĽĕʬʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕʦĝïʦ·Ĺ-
ĽĝĖʬʦÚŤĶďĝĽûĝĖʦĝĹʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďďťʦÖ·ĖðÚĹĝŊĽʦĕÚ·ĖĽʦĝĹʦÐ·ŊĽûĖðʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦÐĝĖĽÚĸŊÚĖÐÚĽʦˈArticle 
167, Part 2, RCCˉʫʦ�÷Úťʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʒʦRŊďťʦʋʉʋʉʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦûĽʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅďťʦÏÚûĖðʦ
heard by the court. 
Maksim Lavrentiev and �ÚĹðÚûʟT·ĕÚĖĽČťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦTÚĕÚĹĝŞĝʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦş÷ĝʦĕ·ÖÚʦŞûÖÚĝĽʦĝïʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʦ
ÏťʦŞ·ĹûĝŊĽʦĝïűÐû·ďĽʦ·ĖÖʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ«ĝŊ�ŊÏÚʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďʦ˒ ĝĖ˓Ņʦ�Úʦ�Ķ·Ņ÷ÚŅ-
ûÐ˓ʬʦ ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ÷ĝĝďûð·ĖûĽĕʦ ˈArticle 213, Part 2, RCCˉʦ ·ĖÖʦ ûĖŅÚĖŅûĝĖ·ďʦ ûĖŲûÐŅûĝĖʦ
of minor harm to health (Article 115, Part 2, RCCˉʬʦş÷ûďÚʦW·ŞĹÚĖŅûÚŞʦ÷·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦÏÚÚĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ
assault against a representative of the authorities (Article 318, Part 2, RCC) for using pepper 
ĽĶĹ·ťʦûĖʦŅşĝʦ·ďŅÚĹÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦĝŞÚĹʦûĹĹÚðŊď·ĹʦĶ·ĹČûĖðʦÏťʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʫʦEĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷Úťʦ
are accused of inciting hatred or enmity as part of an organised group against law enforcement 
ĝïűÐÚĹĽʦˈArticle 282, Part 2 (c), RCCˉʦŅĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʬʦAnatoly Sadovin. All three 
şÚĹÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦĝĖʦʋʏʦRŊĖÚʦʋʉʋʉʫʦW·ŞĹÚĖŅûÚŞʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʬʦT·ĕÚĖĽČťʦûĽʦŊĖ-
ÖÚĹʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ�·ÖĝŞûĖʦ ûĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ ŅĹ·ŞÚďʦ ĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʫʦ�÷Úʦ ŅĹû·ďʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦÐ·ĽÚʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦ
throughout 2022. 

3.8. Prosecutions for ‘violation of 
the sacred’ 
ʋʉʋʊʦş·Ľʦĕ·ĹČÚÖʦ Ïťʦ ·ʦ ÖĹ·ĕ·ŅûÐʦ ûĖŅÚĖĽûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚ˓Ľʦ ÐĹ·ÐČÖĝşĖʦĝĖʦ ûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʬʦ ĝï-
ŅÚĖʦ ·ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʬʦş÷ĝʦ ûĖïĹûĖðÚÖʦ ĝĖʦ ĽťĕÏĝďĽʦ ûĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚʦ ĝĹʦ ÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊÚĖÐûÚĽʦ ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅ-
ûĖðʦûŅʦ˅ʦĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʬʦ÷ûĽŅĝĹûÐ·ďʬʦĶ·ŅĹûĝŅûÐʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦş·ĹʦĝĶĶĝĖÚĖŅĽʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʦ

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/18/v-krasnodarskom-krae-dvoim-blogeram-kritikovavshim-mestnyh-silovikov
https://memopzk.org/dossier/delo-aleksandra-dorogova-i-yana-katelevskogo/
https://memopzk.org/dossier/delo-kemerovskih-blogerov/
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ïĝĹʦÖûĽĽÚĕûĖ·ŅûĖðʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖûïïÚĹÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĖ·ĹĹ·ŅûŞÚʦˈArticle 
207.3 RCC) or for ‘discrediting’ it (Article 280.3 RCCˉʬʦ ûʫÚʫʦ ïĝĹʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦ·ĖʦÚĽĽÚĖŅû·ďďťʦĖÚð·ŅûŞÚʦ
·ŅŅûŅŊÖÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʬʦÐ·Ėʦ·ÐŅŊ·ďďťʦÏÚʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦ·Ėʦ·ĶĝŅ÷ÚĝĽûĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖʬʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹĽÚʦ
of which the war itself acquired a sacred image that does not tolerate ‘sacrilegious’ denigration. 
The corresponding repression is described in 2.3. Prosecution for anti-war statements. Nei-
ther did the scale of prosecutions on charges of infringement of more familiar sacred symbols 
ÖÚÐĹÚ·ĽÚʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĝĝďĽʦĝïʦĽĝÐûÚŅť˓ĽʦûÖÚĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅÚŤŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦ�÷ûĽʦş·ĽʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʦş÷ťʬʦĽûĖÐÚʦmid-Aprilʬʦ
we have been gathering information about prosecutions for insulting the ‘greatness’ of the state 
·ĖÖʦûŅĽʦŞ·ďŊÚĽʬʦŅĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦĝïʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·Ĺʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ûĖðʦŅ÷Úĕʦ
within a single digest on the project’s Telegram channelʭʦ˒�ŊĽĽû·˓Ľʦ ÚŅĹ·ÐŅĝĹĽʫ˓

3.8.1. Prosecutions for offending believers’ 
sensibilities 
The number of cases brought under Article 148, Part 1, RCC (‘Public acts displaying clear dis-
respect for society and committed for the purpose of offending religious believers’ sensibili-
ŅûÚĽ˓ˉʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦŅĝʦðĹĝşʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ·ĽʦÖûÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅûĝĖĽʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅûĽŅûÐĽʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦRŊÖûÐû·ďʦ ÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦcitedʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝŞ·ʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʬʦĽûŤʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦ
convicted for such an offence in the űĹĽŅʦ÷·ďïʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦ·Ľʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ÷·ďïʦ
of 2021 (13 over the course of the yearˉʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦşÚĹÚʦĝĖďťʦŅşĝʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦʋʉʋʉʫʦ
^ĝŅ·Ïďťʬʦ ˒ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦĝïʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦĕ·ûĖďťʦ ûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ
ĝïʦ ĶĹĝŞĝÐ·ŅûŞÚʬʦ ĝïŅÚĖʦ ÚĹĝŅûÐʬʦ Ķ÷ĝŅĝĽʦ ĝïʦ Ð÷ŊĹÐ÷ÚĽʦ ·ĖÖʦĕĝĽĸŊÚĽʦ ĝĖʦ ĽĝÐû·ďʦ ĕÚÖû·ʬʦ ÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʫʦ
�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦşÚʦÏÚďûÚŞÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦĶûÐŅŊĹÚĽʦÐ·ĹĹûÚĽʦĖĝʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅʦĝïʦĶŊÏďûÐʦÖ·Ė-
ðÚĹʬʦ·ĖÖʦûĖʦ·ďďʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦČĖĝşĖʦŅĝʦŊĽʬʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ûĽʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦŊĖď·şïŊďʫ
EĖʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʬʦ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦEĖĽŅ·ðĹ·ĕʦŊĽÚĹʦ]·Ĺûť·ʟT·Ņ·ĖĝŞ· over a video posted 
Ïťʦ·ʦĹ·ĖÖĝĕʦĶ·ĽĽÚĹ˂Ïťʦş÷ĝʦűďĕÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦťĝŊĖðʦşĝĕ·Ė˓ĽʦĶ÷ĝŅĝʦĽ÷ĝĝŅʦşÚ·ĹûĖðʦ·ʦĖûĸ·ÏʬʦĽŅĝÐČûĖðĽʦ
and underwear under an unbuttoned white coat against the backdrop of Moscow’s Cathedral 
]ĝĽĸŊÚʫʦW·ŅÚĹʬʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĽûŤʦĕĝĹÚʦïÚĕ·ďÚʦ·ĖÖʦĕ·ďÚʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ÷ĝ-
to shoot. On 25 May a magistrate of the Moscow Meshchansky judicial district No. 410 dis-
missed the case on grounds of the reconciliation of the parties given the absence of believers’ 
Ðď·ûĕĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʬʦÖÚĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖ˓ĽʦĝÏĉÚÐŅûĝĖĽʫ
dĖʦ ʍʦ]·ťʬʦ ·ʦ ĕ·ðûĽŅĹ·ŅÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ T·ďŊð·ʦ ĉŊÖûÐû·ďʦ ÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ^ĝʫʦ ʊʋʬʦ T·ďŊð·ʦ ĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ űĖÚÖ Twitter 
and Instagram user Nataliya MaslennikovaʦʋʎʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦïĝĹʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ûĖðʦ·ʦĶ÷ĝŅĝʦĝïʦ÷ÚĹĽÚďïʦşûŅ÷ʦ
·ʦĹ·ûĽÚÖʦĽČûĹŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ÐČÖĹĝĶʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�÷ŊĹÐ÷ʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�Ĺ·ĖĽűðŊĹ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĕĕÚĹʦĝïʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ
The case was brought in November 2021 amid a nationwide campaign to bring similar cases.
dĖʦ ʋʎʦ RŊďťʬʦ Ķ÷ĝŅĝðĹ·Ķ÷ÚĹʦ �ÚĹðÚûʟ TĝĖÖĹ·ŅťÚŞ was űĖÚÖʦ ʊʎʬʉʉʉʦ ĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦ Ïťʦ ·ʦ ĕ·ðûĽŅĹ·ŅÚʦ
of the St. Petersburg judicial district No. 134 for an eight-second video posted on Instagram 
·ĖÖʦ Ľ÷ĝşûĖðʦ ÷ûĕʦ ČûĽĽûĖðʦ ·ʦĕ·Ėʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ï·ÐČÖĹĝĶʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ˒TŊďûÐ÷ʦ ·ĖÖʦ$·ĽŅÚĹ˓ʦAĝďťʦ�ĹûĖ-
ûŅťʦ Ð÷ŊĹÐ÷ʦ ĝĖʦdÏŊČ÷ĝŞĽČ·ť·ʦ ÚïÚĖÐÚʦ�ŞÚĖŊÚʬʦ ĽÚŅʦ Ņĝʦ ·Ėʦ ·ŊÖûĝʦ ŅĹ·ÐČʬʦ ÐĝĖŅ·ûĖûĖðʦ ĶĹĝï·ĖûŅûÚĽʦ
‘şûŅ÷ʟ·ʟÏ·ÐČðĹĝŊĖÖʟĝïʟÐ÷ŊĹÐ÷ʟÐ÷·ĖŅĽ.’ Seventeen-year-old �ĖÖĹÚûʟTŊĹÖĝŞʬʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦÐûŅťʬʦ
was sentencedʦĝĖʦʊʍʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦŅĝʦ·ʦűĖÚʦĝïʦʑʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦÏťʦ·ʦĕ·ðûĽŅĹ·ŅÚʦĝïʦĉŊÖûÐû·ďʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ

https://t.me/pzk_memorial/61
https://t.me/pzk_memorial
https://www.sova-center.ru/racism-xenophobia/news/counteraction/2022/10/d47063/?sphrase_id=8868
https://www.sova-center.ru/racism-xenophobia/news/counteraction/2021/10/d45144/?sphrase_id=9100
https://www.sova-center.ru/racism-xenophobia/news/counteraction/2022/04/d46162/?sphrase_id=9100
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2022/05/d46331/?sphrase_id=8868
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2022/05/d46331/?sphrase_id=8868
https://kaluga.sledcom.ru/news/item/1686317/
https://www.rbc.ru/spb_sz/26/07/2022/62dfcc2f9a794756190699ee
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2022/11/d47203/?sphrase_id=1429027
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No. 199 for a photo with his trousers down against the background of the Saviour on the Blood 
Ð÷ŊĹÐ÷ʬʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦĝĖʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĕÚÖû·ʫ
EĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·Ľʦbrought against trash-streamer Polina Moruginaʦ̍ }ĝďûĖ·ʦ9·ÐÚˉʬʦş÷ĝʦĶĝĽŅ-
ed a nude picture of herself against the background of the Pokrov church of the Blessed Virgin 
]·ĹťʦûĖʦ9ûďûʦûĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦûĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ·ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦş·ĽʦÖĹ·şĖʦŊĶʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
her under Article 5.26, Part 2, RCAO (‘Deliberate public desecration of religious or liturgical 
ďûŅÚĹ·ŅŊĹÚʬʦĝÏĉÚÐŅĽʦĝïʦ ĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦşĝĹĽ÷ûĶʬʦ ĽûðĖĽʦĝĹʦÚĕÏďÚĕĽʦĝïʦ ûÖÚĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦ ĽťĕÏĝďĽʦ·ĖÖʦ·ŅŅĹûÏ-
ŊŅÚĽʬʦĝĹʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÖÚï·ÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝĹʦÖÚĽŅĹŊÐŅûĝĖ˓ˉʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦĹÚïÚĹĹÚÖʦÏ·ÐČʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦ
ÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦïĝĹʦĹÚÐŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦÖÚűÐûÚĖÐûÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʦş·ĽʦĹÚÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦArticle 148, Part 
1, RCC.
Cases were broughtʦĖĝŅʦĝĖďťʦïĝĹʦĶ÷ĝŅĝĽʦŅ·ČÚĖʦĖÚŤŅʦŅĝʦÐ÷ŊĹÐ÷ÚĽʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦïĝĹʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ
ÐĝĖŅÚĖŅʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦ]·ťʬʦ·ʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦ$ûĽČʬʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·ĹʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦş·ĽʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦ
that from March 2018 to May 2020 he posted images of Orthodox icons on his social me-
Öû·ʦĶ·ðÚʬʦ˒ş÷ûÐ÷ʟşÚĹÚʟĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʟŅĝʟ·ʟĹÚşĹûŅûĖðʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Úʟ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʟĝïʟÖÚŅ·ûďĽʟ·ĖÖʟûĖĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖĽʟŅ÷·Ņʟ
Ð÷·ĖðÚÖʟŅ÷ÚʟĝĹûðûĖ·ďʟÚŅ÷ûÐ·ďʟĕÚ·ĖûĖðʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟûÐĝĖûÐʟŅ÷ÚĕÚĽ.’ Blogger Mariya Chistyakova (Mari 
Govori) was accused in March of offending believers’ sensibilities by tweeting photos of her-
ĽÚďïʦşÚ·ĹûĖðʦŊĖÖÚĹşÚ·ĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦĶûÐŅŊĹÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ¤ûĹðûĖʦ]·ĹťʦĝĖʦʋʦ]·ťʦʋʉʋʊʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ťʦĝïʦdĹŅ÷ĝÖĝŤʦ
$·ĽŅÚĹʬʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĶŅûĝĖʬʦ˒ ʄʟ]·ťʟûĽʟ¥ĝĹďÖʟ�ŊĖ·ʟ ·ťʤʟA·ĶĶťʟAĝďûÖ·ťĽʥʟÚŞÚĹťĝĖÚʩ’ (Easter coincided 
with World Tuna DayʬʦÐÚďÚÏĹ·ŅÚÖʦĝĖʦʋʦ]·ťˉʫʦEĖʦĕĝĽŅʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦûŅʦş·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚĽĽʦĽÚĹŞûÐ-
ÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦŅ÷·ŅʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖûŅû·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦÖûĽÐďĝĽûĖðʦ
the nature of the charges.
�ĽʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚÖʦÚŞÚĖʦÏťʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦÏĹûÚïʦĝŞÚĹŞûÚşʦĝïʦ ď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦŞÚĹťʦĖĝ-
ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ ˒ĝïïÚĖÖûĖðʦÏÚďûÚŞÚĹĽ˓ʦĽÚĖĽûÏûďûŅûÚĽ˓ʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦ·ĖÖʦÐ·ĖĖĝŅʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ʦĶĹÚÐûĽÚʦ ďÚð·ďʦÖÚűĖûŅûĝĖʦ
and therefore there should be no criminal liability. The related repressive campaign is clearly 
motivated by ideological propaganda aimed at strengthening support for the current govern-
ĕÚĖŅʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦ·ĖÖʬʦĕĝĹÚʦÏĹĝ·ÖďťʬʦĽĝÐû·ďďťʦÐĝĖĽÚĹŞ·ŅûŞÚʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʫʦEĖʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ
·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĶĝĽÚʦ·ʦĶŊÏďûÐʦÖ·ĖðÚĹʦ·ĖÖʬʦĕĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦ·ĹÚʦŞûĝďÚĖŅʦûĖʦĖ·ŅŊĹÚʬʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĝÖÚʦĝïʦ�ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦdïïÚĖÐÚĽʦÐĝŊďÖʬʦûĖʦĝŊĹʦŞûÚşʬʦ
be appropriate.
9ĝĹʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ Ð÷·ĹðÚĽʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦArticle 148 RCC in the chapel arson case in Nizhny Novgorod 
region and in the case of a ÐĝĖŲûÐŅʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦÖûïïÚĹÚĖŅʦ]ŊĽďûĕʦðĹĝŊĶĽʦ ûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ďÚÖʬʦ
·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʬʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦÏÚ·ŅûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦďĝÐ·ďʦĕĝĽĸŊÚʦûĕ·ĕʦ·ĖÖʦÖÚĶŊŅťʦ
ĕŊïŅûʬʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦÚ·ĽûďťʦĹÚÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʫʦEĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ
ĝïʦ ·ʦ ^·ÏÚĹÚŭ÷ĖťÚʦ �÷ÚďĖťʦ ĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʬʦ convicted in February 2023 for statements that con-
tained ‘ďûĖðŊûĽŅûÐʟ ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʟ ĝïʟ ûĖÐûŅûĖðʟ ÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟ ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʥʟ ·Ľʟ şÚďďʟ ·Ľʟ ÖÚĹĝð·ŅĝĹťʟ ÖÚĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖĽʟ
·ĖÖʟĖÚð·ŅûŞÚʟÐĝĕĕÚĖŅĽʟ·ÏĝŊŅʟðĹĝŊĶĽʟĝïʟEĽď·ĕûÐʟÏÚďûÚŞÚĹĽ˓ʬʦûŅʦşĝŊďÖʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦĽŊïűÐûÚĖŅʦŅĝʦ·Ķ-
ply Article 280 RCCʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚʦûĕĶŊŅ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦArticle 148 RCC appears redundant. In another 
ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝŞ·ʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʦĖĝŅÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦûïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʦïĝĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ·ʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦ�ĝĽŅĝŞ˂ĝĖ˂
Don was convicted under Article 148, Part 1, RCCʬʦ˒ÐĝĖŅ·ûĖÚÖʟÚďÚĕÚĖŅĽʟĝïʟûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʟŅĝʟ÷·ŅĹÚÖʟ
·ð·ûĖĽŅʟ]ŊĽďûĕĽʥʟĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʟĝïʟŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʟĝĹʟÖûĽÐĹûĕûĖ·ŅûĝĖʥʟ÷ÚʟĽ÷ĝŊďÖʟ÷·ŞÚʟÏÚÚĖʟĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʟŊĖ-
ÖÚĹʟ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʂʤʅʤʃʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ĝÖÚʟĝïʟ�ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʟdïïÚĖÐÚĽʬ˓ʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĹÚŲÚÐŅĽʦĝŊĹʦĝşĖʦĶĝĽû-
tion on the matter.

https://www.sova-center.ru/religion/news/authorities/feelings/2022/01/d45601/
https://kuban.sledcom.ru/news/item/1687909/
https://zona.media/news/2022/06/27/mr-gvr
https://www.un.org/ru/observances/tuna-day
https://www.sova-center.ru/religion/news/extremism/counter-extremism/2022/04/d46047/?sphrase_id=8868
https://www.sova-center.ru/religion/news/interfaith/intraconfessional/muslim/2022/04/d46081/?sphrase_id=8868
https://www.sova-center.ru/racism-xenophobia/news/counteraction/2023/02/d47611/?sphrase_id=8868
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2022/12/d47424/?sphrase_id=8868
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3.8.2. Prosecutions for offending the 
‘memory of the war’ and war veterans 
Prosecutions for offending veterans of the Great Patriotic War and victory in the war it-
ĽÚďïʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·Ľʦ ïĝĹʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÚŤŅĹÚĕÚďťʦÏĹĝ·Öďťʦ ûĖŅÚĹĶĹÚŅÚÖʦ ˒ĹÚ÷·ÏûďûŅ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ^·ŭûĽĕʬ˓ʦ·ďĽĝʦÐĝĖŅûĖ-
ŊÚÖʦŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦťÚ·Ĺʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÐ·ďÚʦĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʫʦ¥÷ûďÚʦʑʒʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ
brought under Article 354.1 RCCʦ ˈ˒�Ú÷·ÏûďûŅ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ^·ŭûĽĕ˓ˉʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦş÷ĝďÚʦĝïʦ ʋʉʋʊʬʦ ʊʊʍʦ Ð·ĽÚĽʦ
şÚĹÚʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦĖûĖÚʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʦ·ďĝĖÚʫʦ�÷ÚĽÚʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦ·ĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦťÚ·ĹʦÏÚ-
ïĝĹÚʬʦşÚĹÚʦŊĽÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦŅĝʦÚŤĶďĝûŅʦŅ÷Úʦûĕ·ðÚʦĝïʦŞûÐŅĝĹťʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ:ĹÚ·Ņʦ}·ŅĹûĝŅûÐʦ¥·Ĺʬʦ
ş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦðûŞÚĖʦÐĝĖŅÚŤŅʬʦĽÚĹŞÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊĹĶĝĽÚʦĝïʦûÖÚĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ððĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ
against Ukraine.
EĖʦĕĝĽŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦş÷ÚĹÚʦşÚʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÏďÚʦŅĝʦÚŤ·ĕûĖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦűďÚʦĝĹʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦ·ʦÖÚŅ·ûďÚÖʦÖÚĽÐĹûĶ-
ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦûĕĶŊŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʬʦşÚʦÐ·ĖʦÐĝĖÐďŊÖÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦşÚĹÚʦĖĝʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦ
ïĝĹʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦÚĽŅûĕ·ŅÚĽʦÏťʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʬʦ·Ėʦ·Ė·ďťĽûĽʦĝïʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʦð·Ņ÷ÚĹÚÖʦ
by the Sova Centre showed that at least 21 criminal cases were initiated unlawfully. At the same 
ŅûĕÚʬʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤŅĹÚĕÚʦÏû·ĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʬʦşÚʦÐ·ĖĖĝŅʦĹŊďÚʦĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚ-
ðûŅûĕ·ÐťʦĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʬʦûĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʦ
and actions that are generally recognised as criminal in many democratic countries. We are re-
ïÚĹĹûĖðʦŅĝʦŞ·ĖÖ·ďûĽĕʬʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝĹʦÖÚĖû·ďʦĝïʦ^·ŭûʦÐĹûĕÚĽʬʦûĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʦŅ÷ÚʦAĝďĝÐ·ŊĽŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦðďĝ-
ĹûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ^·ŭûʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďĽʫ
Several individuals convicted of ‘rehabilitation of Nazism’ have been recognised as political 
ĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦ Ïťʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ }ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦ ĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʫʦ 9ĝĹʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ ·ʦ ÏďĝððÚĹʦ ïĹĝĕʦ �ĕĝ-
ďÚĖĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦAleksei Chervyakovʬʦş·Ľʦsentenced to one year and ten months in a penal colony 
ĝĖʦʋʉʦRŊďťʦûĖʦ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦûĖĽŊďŅûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĖĝŊĹʦ·ĖÖʦÖûðĖûŅťʦĝïʦ·ʦş·ĹʦŞÚŅÚĹ·ĖʦˈArticle 354.1, Part 4, 
RCCˉʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦÖûĽÐÚĹĖÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĹŊÖÚďťʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽÚÖʦcritical remark about the painting 
of a war veteran on a school facade.
Smolensk resident �ÚĹðÚûʟ Tĝĕ·ĖÖûĹĝŞʬʦ ·ďĹÚ·Öťʦ ûĕĶĹûĽĝĖÚÖʦ ĝĖʦ ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦ Ð÷·ĹðÚĽʦ
ĝïʦ ĉŊĽŅûïťûĖðʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʬʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦûĖʦthree more criminal casesʦ ûĖʦ]·ťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ ûĖ-
cluding charges brought under Article 354.1, Part 4, RCCʬʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĶĝĽŅʦ˒ÐĹûŅûÐûĽûĖðʦ}ŊŅûĖ˓ĽʦĹÚðûĕÚʦ
in relation to its attitude to Victory Day.’
�ʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦĶĝĹŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʦŊĽÚĹĽʦş÷ĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚÖʦûĖʦûĖ·ĶĶĹĝĶĹû·ŅÚʬʦ
·ďÏÚûŅʦĖĝŅʦĶŊÏďûÐďťʦÖ·ĖðÚĹĝŊĽʦŅĹĝďďûĖðʦ˅ʦŊĶďĝ·ÖûĖðʦĶûÐŅŊĹÚĽʦĝïʦAûŅďÚĹʦ·ĖÖʬʦďÚĽĽʦïĹÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʬʦĝŅ÷-
ÚĹʦ^·ŭûʦĝïűÐû·ďĽʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝďď·ÏĝĹ·ŅĝĹĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ˒EĕĕĝĹŅ·ďʦ�ÚðûĕÚĖŅ˓ʦşÚÏĽûŅÚʫʦ�ĝŞ·ʦcounted at least 
six convicted individuals and ten defendants in respect of whom criminal charges were dropped 
ĝĖʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤĶûĹťʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅŊŅÚʦĝïʦďûĕûŅ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĝŅ·ďʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦûĽʦďûČÚďťʦŅĝʦÏÚʦ÷ûð÷ÚĹʫʦ
dĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÏĝŞÚʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖÚÖʦ�ûŊĕÚĖʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦEduard Shcherbakovʬʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ
as political prisoner by our project.
�ĽʦûĖʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦ˒ ÖÚĽÚÐĹ·ŅûĖðʦĽťĕ-
ÏĝďĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·˓ĽʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦðďĝĹť˓ʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÏĽÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦ·ĖťʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĕĝŅûŞÚĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦ�ďÚČĽûĖʬʦ
�Ŋď·ʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦbroughtʦûĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ĖʦŊĖĖ·ĕÚÖʦĕ·Ėʦş÷ĝʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŊĖ-
ÖÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ ûĖŲŊÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦ·ďÐĝ÷ĝďʬʦÏŊĹĖŅʦĝïïʦÐ·ÏďÚʦ ûĖĽŊď·ŅûĝĖʦĝŞÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ$ŅÚĹĖ·ďʦ9ď·ĕÚʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦŅ·ČûĖðʦ
it to a scrap metal collection point. We believe that such behaviour primarily deserves public 

https://storage.googleapis.com/get_site_copy/holod.media/a136d6c9502394a4497ecdb4b22d1dcce1c19d30.html
https://data.ovdinfo.org/repressii-v-rossii-v-2022-godu?_gl=1*48uckn*_ga*NTk0MzgyNDM5LjE2Njg0Mjg5ODI.*_ga_J7DH9NKJ0R*MTY3NzQ1NzQ0NC44LjAuMTY3NzQ1NzQ0NC42MC4wLjA.#5
https://zona.media/news/2022/07/20/chervyakov
https://memopzk.org/figurant/chervyakov-aleksej-aleksandrovich/
https://memopzk.org/news/14087/
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/publications/2022/09/d46982/?sphrase_id=9291#Prosecutions%20for%20Rehabilitating%20Nazism
https://memopzk.org/news/my-schitaem-politzaklyuchyonnym-programmista-iz-tyumeni-prigovoryonnogo-k-realnomu-sroku-po-statyam-o-rasprostranenii-fejkov-ob-armii-i-reabilitaczii-naczizma/
https://news.ru/regions/muzhchinu-posadili-za-obzhig-kabelya-na-vechnom-ogne/
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ÐĝĖÖÚĕĖ·ŅûĝĖʬʦÏŊŅʦûŅʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦûĖŅÚĖÖʦŅĝʦĹÚ÷·ÏûďûŅ·ŅÚʦ̂ ·ŭûĽĕʬʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦÐ·ŊĽÚʦ·Ėťʦ÷·Ĺĕʦ·ĖÖʦÖĝÚĽʦ
ĖĝŅʦĶĝĽÚʦ·ĖťʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦĶŊÏďûÐʦÖ·ĖðÚĹʫ
EĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʦĝïʦÖÚĽÚÐĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽ·ÐĹÚÖʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹĽʦŅĝʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦ
ĕÚĹÚďťʦ·ʦĶĹÚŅÚŤŅʦŅĝʦûĖĽŅûŅŊŅÚʦĶĹĝÐÚÚÖûĖðĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦïĝĹĕÚÖʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖĽʫʦ
The abovementioned case of Ruslan Akhmetshinʬʦ·ʦ ïĝĹĕÚĹʦĶ÷ĝŅĝðĹ·Ķ÷ÚĹʦ·Ņʦ^·Ş·ďĖť˓Ľʦ÷Ú·Ö-
quarters in Arkhangelsk is a stark case in point.
The investigative authorities’ efforts to shield veterans of the Great Patriotic War from 
any criticism have led to the adoption of an ideological stance that the latter did not just dis-
Ķď·ťʦ÷ÚĹĝûĽĕʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ŅŅďÚűÚďÖʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦĖĝʦÖûĽĹÚĶŊŅ·ÏďÚʦ·ÐŅĽʦ ûĖʦ ď·ŅÚĹʦ ďûïÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
ûĖʦ ÚĽĽÚĖÐÚʦ Ľ·ÐĹ·ďûĽÚĽʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĕ·ðÚʦ ĝïʦ ·ʦ ş·Ĺʦ ŞÚŅÚĹ·Ėʫʦ �ŊÐ÷ʦ Ľ·ÐĹ·ďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦş·Ľʦĕ·ĖûïÚĽŅʬʦ ïĝĹʦ ÚŤ-
·ĕĶďÚʬʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ʐʊ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖʦ^ĝŞĝĽûÏûĹĽČʦ ĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦViktor Bondarevʬʦş÷ĝʦş·Ľʦ űĖÚÖ 
ʊʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦĝĖʦʋʑʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦÏťʦ^ĝŞĝĽûÏûĹĽČʦ�ÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦÖÚï·ĕ·ŅûĝĖʦˈAr-
ticle 128.1, Part 2, RCC) and insulting the honour and dignity of a war veteran (Article 354.1, 
Part 4, RCC). Bondarev was found guilty on account of social media posts in which he accused 
his 96-year-old war veteran stepfather Vitaly Simonov of his mother’s death and occupation 
ĝïʦ÷ÚĹʦ·Ķ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦÐ·ďďÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦ·ʦ˒ĶĝĖÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦĽşûĖÖďÚĹʫ˓ʦ�÷ûĽʦş·ĽʦÐďÚ·Ĺďťʦ·ʦÖĝĕÚĽŅûÐʦÐĝĖŲûÐŅʦ
that had nothing to do with ‘rehabilitation of Nazism.’

3.8.3. Prosecutions for disrespecting other 
military and patriotic symbols 
The practice of applying Article 354.1 RCC is not limited to the theme of the Great Patriotic 
¥·ĹʫʦEĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝïʦÖûĽĹÚĽĶÚÐŅûĖðʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝĕĕÚĕĝĹ·ŅûŞÚʦÖ·ŅÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ
·ďĽĝʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦRŊďťʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·Ľʦbrought 
·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ʦ�Ņ·ŞĹĝĶĝďʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʬʦYanis Aslanovʬʦ·ĶĶ·ĹÚĖŅďťʦŊĖÖÚĹʦArticle 354.1, Part 3, RCC (‘Dese-
ÐĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦðďĝĹťʬʦûĖĽŊďŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚĕĝĹťʦĝïʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ9·Ņ÷ÚĹ-
ď·ĖÖ˓ˉʦ ûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ ŅşĝʦĶĝĽŅĽʦĝĖʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʦÐĹûŅûÐûĽûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ ÚïÚĖÖ-
er of the Fatherland Day. Aslanov was also charged with saying that the Red Army consisted 
ĝïʦ˒ ð·ĖðĽʦĝïʦĕŊĹÖÚĹÚĹĽʬʦĹ·ĶûĽŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦĕŊððÚĹĽ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦĝĖďťʦ˒ Ľď·ŞÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦÖĝðĽ˓ʦşĝŊďÖʦĽÚĹŞÚʦûĖʦ·ʦÐĝĖ-
ĽÐĹûĶŅʦ·Ĺĕťʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦşûŅ÷ʦĕ·ČûĖðʦĶ·ÐûűĽŅʦ·ĹðŊĕÚĖŅĽʫ
In November unknown individuals in Ulan-Ude spread black paint from a marker pen onto 
a photograph of a border guard who fought on the Damansky Island in 1969. The Investigative 
Committee opened a criminal case under Article 354.1, Part 3, RCC. Suspicion fell on pupils 
ĝïʦŅşĝʦĖÚûð÷ÏĝŊĹûĖðʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦÖÚÐûÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ·ČÚʦ ^�ʦĽ·ĕĶďÚĽʦïĹĝĕʦ·ďďʦÏĝťĽʦ
in grades 5-11.
�ïŅÚĹʦʋʍʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚŅŅÚĹĽʦ³ʦ·ĖÖʦ¤ʬʦĶĝĽŅÚĹĽʦÐĝĖŅ·ûĖûĖðʦûĕ·ðÚĽʦĝïʦĽĝďÖûÚĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÚďÚĕÚĖŅĽʦ
ĝïʦş·ĹʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʬʦÏĝŅ÷ʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅĹÚÚŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖ˂ďûĖÚʬʦşÚĹÚʦ·ÖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʦĽĶÚÐû·ďďťʦĶĹĝ-
ŅÚÐŅÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʬʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĽŅ·ŅŊĽʦÏŊŅʦ·ÐĸŊûĹÚÖʦ˒Ľ·ÐĹÚÖ˓ʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖÐÚʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĶ-
ĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ �¤d˓ʦ̩ �ĶÚÐû·ďʟ]ûďûŅ·ĹťʟdĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ].’ Prosecution for their defacement has become 
ĽĝʦşûÖÚĽĶĹÚ·ÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦûŅʦûĽʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅÚďťʦÐĝŞÚĹÚÖʦûĖʦÐ÷·ĶŅÚĹʦʋʫʎʫʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝïʦŞ·ĖÖ·ďûĽĕʬʦÖÚĽÚ-
cration of monuments and graves.

https://zona.media/news/2022/12/28/siberia
https://www.kavkazr.com/a/na-stavropoljtsa-vozbudili-ugolovnoe-delo-za-kritiku-krasnoy-armii-i-daty-23-fevralya-/31963646.html
https://arigus.tv/news/incidents/126486-ishchut-po-dnk-v-ulan-ude-uchenikov-srazu-dvukh-shkol-podozrevayut-v-vandalizme-/
https://tass.ru/proisshestviya/16597147
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3.9. Prosecutions for exercising 
the right to freedom of religion 
·ĖÖʦĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦ·ïűďû·ŅûĝĖʦ
ʌʫʒʫʊʫʦ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦRÚ÷ĝŞ·÷˓Ľʦ¥ûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʦ
�Ľʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÚĖÖʦ ĝïʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʦ ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ }ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦ ş·Ľʦ ·ş·ĹÚʦ ĝïʦ ·Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦ
ʊʌʉʦˈʊʊʊʦ·Ľʦĝïʦʋʐʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊˉʦûĖÐ·ĹÐÚĹ·ŅÚÖʦRÚ÷ĝŞ·÷˓Ľʦ¥ûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ĖÖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʭ

1. at least 73 had been sentenced to terms in a penal colony and had not yet served them 
(35 as of 27 November 2021);

2. at least 41 were being held on remand pending sentencing (45 as of 27 November 2021);

3. at least 16 were under house arrest pending sentencing (31 as of 27 November 2021).
EĖʦ ŅĝŅ·ďʬʦ ·Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦ ʎʒʏʦ RÚ÷ĝŞ·÷˓Ľʦ ¥ûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʦ şÚĹÚʦ ĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʬʦ
and during the entire period of repression against this religious group about 700 people have 
been prosecuted.
EĖʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ ·Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦ ʎʋʦ RÚ÷ĝŞ·÷˓Ľʦ ¥ûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʦ şÚĹÚʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ŅÚĹĕĽʦ ûĖʦ ĶÚĖ·ďʦ ÐĝďĝĖûÚĽʫʦ 9ûŞÚʦ
ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úĕʦ ÷·Öʦ Ņ÷ÚûĹʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦ ÐĝĕĕŊŅÚÖʦ ĝĖʦ ·ĶĶÚ·ďʭʦ ïĝŊĹʦ şÚĹÚʦ ðûŞÚĖʦ ĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦ
·ĖÖʦĝĖÚʦş·ĽʦűĖÚÖʫʦ�ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦïĝŊĹʦşÚĹÚʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽ·ĖÐÚʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĽÚĖŅʦ
the case for review.
The shortest terms were given to Vladimir Deshko (one year and four months) and Tatyana 
Velizhaninaʦ ˈĝĖÚʦťÚ·Ĺʦ·ĖÖʦűŞÚʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽˉʦûĖʦ�ĝÐ÷ûʮʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŅûĕÚʦĝïʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐûĖðʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷·Öʦ·ďĹÚ·Öťʦ
ĽÚĹŞÚÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦŅÚĹĕĽʬʦĽûĖÐÚʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦÚ·ĹďûÚĹʫʦ�÷ÚʦĹÚĽŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚďûÚŞÚĹĽʦ
şÚĹÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦŅÚĹĕĽʦĹ·ĖðûĖðʦïĹĝĕʦŅşĝʦŅĝʦĽÚŞÚĖʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦşûŅ÷ʦʑʌʦĶÚĹÐÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦĹÚÐÚûŞ-
ûĖðʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦĝïʦĽûŤʦťÚ·ĹĽʦĝĹʦĕĝĹÚʫʦ�÷ÚʦÚûð÷Ņ˂ťÚ·ĹʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦ÷·ĖÖÚÖʦÖĝşĖʦŅĝʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦRÚ÷ĝ-
vah’s Witnesses in 2021 remain a record.
At least 53 people received suspended sentences while in three instances defendants 
÷·ÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĽÚĖŅʦÏ·ÐČʦ ïĝĹʦĹÚŞûÚşʦĝĖʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʫʦ�Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦĖûĖÚʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦűĖÚÖʦĽŊĕĽʦĹ·Ėð-
ûĖðʦ ïĹĝĕʦ ʋʎʉʬʉʉʉʦ Ņĝʦ ʏʉʉʬʉʉʉʦ ĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫʦdĖÚʦş·Ľʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ÐĝĹĹÚÐŅûŞÚʦ ď·ÏĝŊĹʦ ˈïĝŊĹʦ ťÚ·ĹĽʦ
and two months).
EĖʦRŊĖÚʬʦ}ĝĹČ÷ĝŞĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦûĖʦ}ĽČĝŞʦĹÚðûĝĖʦ·ÐĸŊûŅŅÚÖʦ�ďÚČĽÚûʟT÷·Ï·ĹĝŞʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʦÐĝŊĹŅʬʦ
÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦĽûÖÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦʌʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦsent the case for a retrial. On 8 April 
the court of appeal also overturned the acquittal of Dmitry BarmakinʦïĹĝĕʦ¤ď·ÖûŞĝĽŅĝČʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
ÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦ·ʦĽÚĖĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽĝĹŅĽʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ�÷ûĽʦş·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ·ÐĸŊûŅŅ·ďʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ûĽŅĝĹťʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĶĹĝĽ-
ÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦRÚ÷ĝŞ·÷˓Ľʦ¥ûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦĝĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʫ
EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦDennis ChristensenʦïĹĝĕʦ ÚĖĕ·ĹČʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ
Ņĝʦ·ʦŅÚĹĕʦĝïʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦûĖʦĕĝÖÚĹĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦïĝĹʦÏÚďĝĖðûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦRÚ÷ĝŞ·÷˓Ľʦ¥ûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʬʦş·ĽʦĹÚ-
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ďÚ·ĽÚÖʫʦAÚʦ÷·ÖʦĽÚĹŞÚÖʦĽûŤʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʫʦEĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚďťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ÷ûĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʬʦ
÷Úʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦÏťʦûĕĕûðĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïűÐû·ďĽʦ·ĖÖʦdeportedʦŅĝʦ ÚĖĕ·ĹČʫʦEĖʦŅĝŅ·ďʬʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʍʑʦÏÚďûÚŞ-
ers had served their sentences by the end of the year.

Jehovah’s Witnesses and their prosecution by the Russian authorities 
The history of the RÚ÷ĝŞ·÷ˌĽ ¥ûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʟĽŅ·ĹŅÚÖʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Ú ïĝŊĖÖûĖðʟĝï the ‘Bible Explorers’ 
ÐûĹÐďÚʟÏť �÷·ĹďÚĽʟ�ŊĽĽÚďďʟûĖ the �ĖûŅÚÖʟ�Ņ·ŅÚĽʟûĖ the ĽÚÐĝĖÖʟ÷·ďïʟĝï the ʃʋŅ÷ʟÐÚĖŅŊĹťʤʟEŅĽ fol-
ďĝşÚĹĽʟşÚĹÚʟŊĖûŅÚÖʟÏť a ÖûĽŅûĖÐŅďťʟÖûïïÚĹÚĖŅʟŊĖÖÚĹĽŅ·ĖÖûĖðʟĝï Christianity from the tra-
ÖûŅûĝĖ·ďʟÐ·ĖĝĖʤʟEĖ Ķ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʥʟŅ÷ÚťʟÖÚĖûÚÖʟŅ÷Ú ÐĝĖÐÚĶŅʟĝï the Aĝďťʟ�ĹûĖûŅťʟ·ĖÖ ÖÚÏ·ŅÚÖʟ
the ĶĹÚÐûĽÚʟÖ·ŅÚʟĝï the ÚĖÖ of the şĝĹďÖʤʟ�÷ÚûĹʟÐŊĹĹÚĖŅʟĖ·ĕÚʟş·Ľ ðûŞÚĖʟŅĝ the organisa-
tion in 1931. 
The ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟş·Ľ ĝŊŅď·şÚÖʟûĖ the ����ʟ·ĖÖ its ïĝďďĝşÚĹĽʟĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʟŅĝ mass repres-
ĽûĝĖʟÖŊĹûĖðʟŅ÷Ú �Ņ·ďûĖʟĶÚĹûĝÖʤʟRÚ÷ĝŞ·÷ˌĽ ¥ûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʟşÚĹÚʟĹÚðûĽŅÚĹÚÖʟûĖ �ŊĽĽû·ʟûĖ 1991, 
but ðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʟĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʟĝĖ Ņ÷ÚĕʟĹÚĽŊĕÚÖʟûĖ the 2000s. 
In 2004, the ]ĝĽÐĝşʟÐĝĖðĹÚð·ŅûĝĖʟş·Ľ Ľ÷ŊŅʟÖĝşĖʟĝĖ the ûĖûŅû·ŅûŞÚʟĝï the ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹˌĽ of-
űÐÚʤʟEĖ 2009, it ş·Ľ ÖÚÐûÖÚÖʟŅĝ ÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚʟŅ÷Ú RÚ÷ĝŞ·÷ˌĽ Witnesses organisation in Ta-
ð·ĖĹĝðʟˁ�ĝĽŅĝŞʟĹÚðûĝĖ˂ʟ·Ľ extremist, ban ·ĖÖ ÖûĽĽĝďŞÚʟûŅʤʟEĖ ʄʂʃʇʥʟŅ÷ĝĽÚʟÏÚďûÚŞÚĹĽʟÖÚÚĕÚÖʟ
by the ÐĝŊĹŅʟŅĝ be the organisers of the �·ð·ĖĹĝðʟÐĝĖðĹÚð·ŅûĝĖʟşÚĹÚʟ÷·ĖÖÚÖʟĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʟ
ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʟş÷ûďÚʟĝĹÖûĖ·ĹťʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʟşÚĹÚʟûĽĽŊÚÖʟűĖÚĽʤʟEĖ ĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅʟťÚ·ĹĽʥʟĽÚŞÚĖʟĕĝĹÚʟ
ďĝÐ·ďʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʟşÚĹÚʟÖûĽÏ·ĖÖÚÖʤʟ�÷Ú ÐĝŊĹŅĽʟÚ·ðÚĹďťʟÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʟRÚ÷ĝŞ·÷ˌĽ Witnesses’ 
literature as extremist materials. 
:ĹĝŊĖÖĽʟïĝĹ the ÖûĽĽĝďŊŅûĝĖʟĝï the �·ð·ĖĹĝðʟÐĝĖðĹÚð·ŅûĝĖʟûĖÐďŊÖÚÖ refusal of ÏďĝĝÖʟŅĹ·ĖĽ-
fusions, breakup of families on ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅʟĝï ĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʟÖûïïÚĹÚĖÐÚĽʥʟûĖŞĝďŞÚĕÚĖŅʟĝï Ð÷ûďÖĹÚĖʟ
in the ĹÚďûðûĝĖʥʟĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʟĝï the ÚŤÐÚĶŅûĝĖ·ďûĽĕʟĝï Ņ÷ÚûĹʟï·ûŅ÷ʥʟ·ĖÖ ĖÚð·ŅûŞÚʟ·ŅŅûŅŊÖÚĽʟ
Ņĝş·ĹÖʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟï·ûŅ÷Ľʤʟ�ÚïŊĽ·ďʟĝï ÏďĝĝÖʟŅĹ·ĖĽïŊĽûĝĖĽʟĕ·ť ûĖÖÚÚÖʟĶĝĽÚʟ· ĶŊÏďûÐʟÖ·ĖðÚĹʥʟ
but ÖĝÚĽʟĖĝŅ ÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅÚʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʥʟş÷ûďÚʟŅ÷Ú rest of the Ðď·ûĕĽʟÐ·Ė be ĕ·ÖÚʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟŞûĹŅŊ-
ally any religion or faith. 
In �ĶĹûďʟʄʂʃʉʥʟ�ŊĽĽû·ˌĽ �ŊĶĹÚĕÚʟ�ĝŊĹŅʟÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʟŅ÷Ú religious organisation Jeho-
Ş·÷ˌĽ Witnesses Management Centre an ÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟ·ĖÖ ÐďĝĽÚÖʟûŅ ÖĝşĖʟ·ďĝĖðʟ
şûŅ÷ʟûŅĽ 395 ĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʟÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ÚĽʤʟ�ûĖÐÚʟŅ÷ÚĖʥʟRÚ÷ĝŞ·÷ˌĽ ¥ûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʟ÷·ŞÚʟÏÚÚĖʟĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʥʟ
in the Ş·ĽŅʟĕ·ĉĝĹûŅťʟĝï Ð·ĽÚĽʟïĝĹ ‘organising the ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟĝï an extremist organisation’ 
(�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʊʄʤʄʥʟ}·ĹŅʟʃʥʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ�ĝÖÚ, punishable by up to ten years’ im-
ĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅ˂ʟĝĹ ˋĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʟûĖ ĽŊÐ÷ʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽˌʟˁ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʊʄʤʄʥʟ}·ĹŅʟʄʥʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ
�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ�ĝÖÚ, punishable by up to six ťÚ·ĹĽˌʟûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅ˂ʤʟ�ĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʟŅ÷ÚťʟşÚĹÚʟ·ďĽĝʟ
ûĕĶŊŅÚÖʟşûŅ÷ʟïŊĖÖûĖðʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟˁ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʊʄʤʅʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ�ĝÖÚ, 
punishable by up to Úûð÷ŅʟťÚ·ĹĽˌʟûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅ˂ʥʟŅ÷Ú ðĹĝŊĖÖĽʟïĝĹ ş÷ûÐ÷ʟÐĝŊďÖʟûĖÐďŊÖÚʟ
any money transfer or ÐĝďďÚÐŅûĝĖʟĝï ïŊĖÖĽʟïĝĹ the ĖÚÚÖĽʟĝï the ÐĝĖðĹÚð·ŅûĝĖʥʟĽŊÐ÷ʟ·Ľ pay-
ment for a ³ĝĝĕʟŞûÖÚĝʟÐĝĖïÚĹÚĖÐÚʤʟ
On 28 dÐŅĝÏÚĹʟʄʂʄʃʥʟŅ÷Ú Plenum of the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʟ�ĝŊĹŅʟÚŤĶď·ûĖÚÖʟŅ÷·Ņʟˋ·Ð-
tions of ûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʟʤʤʤʟÐĝĖĽûĽŅûĖðʟĽĝďÚďťʟĝï the ÚŤÚĹÐûĽÚʟĝï their rights to ïĹÚÚÖĝĕʟĝï ÐĝĖ-
ĽÐûÚĖÐÚʟ·ĖÖ ïĹÚÚÖĝĕʟĝï ĹÚďûðûĝĖʥʟûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʟŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʟûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʟĝĹ ĉĝûĖŅʟĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʟĝï re-
ligion, the ĶÚĹïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚʟĝï ĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʟĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʟĝĹ ĝŅ÷ÚĹʟĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʟĹûŅÚĽʟ·ĖÖ ÐÚĹÚĕĝĖûÚĽʥʟ
Öĝ not in Ņ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʟʤʤʤʟÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅÚʟ·Ė ĝïïÚĖÐÚʟŊĖÖÚĹʟ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʊʄʤʄʟˁʄ˂ of the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�Ĺûĕ-
ûĖ·ďʟ�ĝÖÚʤ̩ ʟ�Ņ the Ľ·ĕÚʟŅûĕÚʥʟˋÐĝĖÖŊÐŅûĖðʟÐĝĖŞÚĹĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʟïĝĹ the purpose of promoting 
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the ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟĝï a Ï·ĖĖÚÖʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟĝĹ ÖûĹÚÐŅʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʟûĖ ĽŊÐ÷ʟÚŞÚĖŅĽˌʟş·Ľ ÖÚÚĕÚÖʟ
by the Plenum to be ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʤʟ
In 2022, the European Court of AŊĕ·Ėʟ�ûð÷ŅĽʟĹŊďÚÖ that by ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĖðʟRÚ÷ĝŞ·÷ˌĽ Wit-
ĖÚĽĽÚĽʥʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟş·Ľ Şûĝď·ŅûĖðʟŅ÷Ú right to ïĹÚÚÖĝĕʟĝï ÐĝĖĽÐûÚĖÐÚʥʟÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʟ·ĖÖ ·ĽĽĝÐû·-
tion, as şÚďďʟ·Ľ ĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďʟûĖŞûĝď·ÏûďûŅťʟ·ĖÖ ĹÚĽĶÚÐŅʟïĝĹ ĶĹûŞ·ŅÚʟĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʤʟAĝşÚŞÚĹʥʟŅ÷Ú rul-
ûĖðʟş·Ľ ÖÚďûŞÚĹÚÖʟ·ïŅÚĹʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟ÷·Ö ĹÚïŊĽÚÖʟŅĝ ÐĝĕĶďťʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷Ú $�ŅA�ʟÖÚÐûĽûĝĖĽʤʟ

EĖʦʋʉʋʋʦ·Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦʌʎʦRÚ÷ĝŞ·÷˓Ľʦ¥ûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦĖÚşʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ ûĖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦĝïʦş÷ĝĕʦ
19 were remanded in custody (two were later transferred to house arrest and one was banned 
from engaging in certain activities) and three were placed under house arrest. The properties 
of a much larger number were subjected to searches — detention of one defendant was some-
times preceded by ten or more searches.
EŅʦ ûĽʦ ŞûĹŅŊ·ďďťʦ ûĕĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦ Ņĝʦ ðĹ·ĽĶʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ďĝðûÐʦ Ïťʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹĽʬʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÐĝŊĹŅĽʦ
determine which of the prosecuted individuals are to be remanded in custody or sentenced 
ŅĝʦŅÚĹĕĽʦûĖʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖûÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ·ĹÚʦŅĝʦÏÚʦðûŞÚĖʦĕĝĹÚʦďÚĖûÚĖŅʦĶĹÚ˂ŅĹû·ďʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶŊĖ-
ishments. Humanitarian considerations are often not considered — the elderly and the disa-
ÏďÚÖʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ďďʦÚĖÖÚÖʦŊĶʦÏÚ÷ûĖÖʦÏ·ĹĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĖʦ]·ťʬʦ}ĹĝČĝĶťÚŞĽČʦ�ÚĖŅĹ·ďʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦTÚĕÚĹĝŞĝʦĹÚðûĝĖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦAndrei Vlasovʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·Ľʦ·ʦĽÚŞÚĹʦÖûĽ·ÏûďûŅťʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĽŊďŅʦĝïʦÐĹûĶ-
ĶďûĖðʦ ĝĽŅÚĝ·ĹŅ÷ĹûŅûĽʦ ĝïʦ ÏĝŅ÷ʦ ÷ûĶʦ ĉĝûĖŅĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÷·Ľʦ ðĹÚ·Ņʦ ÖûïűÐŊďŅťʦ Ð·ĹûĖðʦ ïĝĹʦ ÷ûĕĽÚďïʬʦ Ņĝʦ ĽÚŞÚĖʦ
ťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦ¥÷ÚĖʦ¤ď·ĽĝŞʦïĝŊĖÖʦ÷ûĕĽÚďïʦ·ďĝĖÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦÐÚďďʬʦ
˒÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦŅĝʦĹĝďďʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŲĝĝĹʦŅĝʦĶŊŅʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦŅĹĝŊĽÚĹĽ˓ʬʦ÷ûĽʦĽŅÚĶĽĝĖʦsaid. The appeal court and court 
ĝïʦÐ·ĽĽ·ŅûĝĖʦďÚïŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅʦŊĖÐ÷·ĖðÚÖʫʦEĖʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʬʦ�ĹŊĽĝŞĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦûĖʦ�ĽŅĹ·Č÷·Ėʦsen-
tenced Anna Safronovaʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÐ·ĹûĖðʦïĝĹʦ÷ÚĹʦʑʊ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖʦĕĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦ÷ÚĹʦÖÚŅÚĖ-
ŅûĝĖʬʦŅĝʦĽûŤʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦ�ĕĝĖðʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽ-
ŅĝÖťʭʦ70-year-old Boris Andreev in Primorsky region; 66-year-old Liubov GalitsynaʬʦĽŊïïÚĹûĖðʦ
ïĹĝĕʦÖû·ÏÚŅÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ťĶÚĹŅÚĖĽûĝĖʬʦ ûĖʦ�ĝĽŅĝŞʦĹÚðûĝĖʮʦ67-year-old Nikolai Voishchevʦ ûĖʦ]·ûČĝĶʬʦ
who did not receive proper treatment for headaches resulting from head injuries suffered 
ûĖʦ÷ûĽʦťĝŊŅ÷ʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫ
EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦʐʊ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖʦValentina Baranovskayaʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ÖʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦĽŊïïÚĹÚÖʦ·ʦÐĝĹĝĖ·ĹťʦĽŅĹĝČÚʬʦ
ş·ĽʦűĖ·ďďťʦreleased from colony. She had spent over 14 months in custody. The court granted 
÷ÚĹʦĹÚĸŊÚĽŅʦïĝĹʦĶ·ĹĝďÚʦĝĖďťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚÐĝĖÖʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʬʦ·ĖÖʦÚŞÚĖʦŅ÷ÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďÚÖʦ
the against decision and the defendant had to remain in the penal colony until that appeal 
had been heard.

3.9.2. Prosecutions for involvement 
in Hizb ut-Tahrir 
�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ˒}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʬʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʌʉʋʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦûĖÐ·ĹÐÚĹ·Ņ-
ed for involvement in Hizb ut-Tahrir as of the end of 2022 (at least 305 as of the end of 2021). 
dïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʬʦʋʍʐʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦˈûĖʦʋʉʋʊʬʦʋʊʑˉʬʦ·Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦʊʊʊʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦŅÚĹĕĽʦĝïʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦ
ʊʉʦ·ĖÖʦʊʎʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦʊʉʏʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦŅÚĹĕĽʦĝïʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦʊʎʦťÚ·ĹĽʫʦ�Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦʎʍʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ
·ĹÚʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦĝĹʦ ·ĹÚʦ ÏÚûĖðʦ ŅĹûÚÖʦ ûĖʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʫʦdïʦ Ņ÷ÚĽÚʬʦ Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦ ·ĹÚʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦ

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-142225
https://jw-russia.org/news/2022/11/141045.html
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2022/01/d45681/
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2022/01/d45681/
https://jw-russia.org/cases/yaroslavskiy.html
https://jw-russia.org/cases/novocherkassk.html
https://jw-russia.org/cases/adygeya.html
https://jw-russia.org/news/2022/05/050853.html
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(Crimean residents Aleksandr SizikovʬʦAmet Suleimanov and Seityaga Abbozov) and the rest 
have been remanded in custody. Among the defendants placed under house arrest during 
Ņ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĹÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦşûŅ÷ʦÖûĽ·ÏûďûŅûÚĽʦĝĹʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦûďďĖÚĽĽÚĽʦˈïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ�ûŭûČĝŞʦûĽʦÏďûĖÖˉʬʦ
while many other defendants with disabilities or in need of medical treatment are being held 
ûĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦÐÚĖŅĹÚĽʦĝĹʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐûĖðʬʦûĖʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖûÚĽʫ
9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ�·Ņ·ĹʦDzhemil Gafarovʬʦş÷ĝʦĽŊïïÚĹĽʦïĹĝĕʦČûÖĖÚťʦï·ûďŊĹÚʬʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦŅĹťûĖðʦ
ŅĝʦĝÏŅ·ûĖʦĕÚÖûÐ·ďʦÐ·ĹÚʦş÷ûďĽŅʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦïĝĹʦ·ĖʦÚĖŅûĹÚʦťÚ·Ĺʫʦ�ÚïĝĹÚʦ÷ûĽʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʬʦ÷Úʦ÷·Öʦ·ʦďÚĽĽʦĽÚ-
ĹûĝŊĽʦÖûĽ·ÏûďûŅťʬʦÏŊŅʦûĖʦ÷ûĽʦÐÚďďʦ÷ûĽʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖʦşĝĹĽÚĖÚÖʬʦ·ĖÖʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ·Ľʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦ·ʦĕĝĹÚʦ
ðĹ·ŞÚʦ ÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖʫʦ EĖʦ ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ :·ï·ĹĝŞʦ ŅĝďÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ÷Úʦ ÷·Öʦ ĽŊïïÚĹÚÖʦ ·ʦ ÷Ú·ĹŅʦ ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦ
and could not get out of bed for four days. He died in February 2023. The defence’s requests 
ŅĝʦðÚŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚďÖÚĹďťʦĕ·Ėʦ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďûĽÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦďĝÐ·ďʦ÷ĝĽĶûŅ·ďʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÖûĽĕûĽĽÚÖʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚÖûÐ·ďʦ
unit at the remand prison did not conduct any full-scale examination or treatment.
At least two other elderly Crimeans — Azamat Eiupov and Servet Gaziev — remain in deten-
ŅûĝĖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦĽŊïïÚĹûĖðʦĽŅĹĝČÚĽʫʦ�ĝŅ÷ʦĝïʦŅ÷Úĕʦ÷·ŞÚʦĽĶÚÚÐ÷ʬʦï·Ðû·ďʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʦÖûĽ-
ĝĹÖÚĹĽʫʦ EĖʦ �·ĕ·Ĺ·ʬʦMarsel Gimalievʬʦ ş÷ĝʦ ĉŊĕĶÚÖʦ ïĹĝĕʦ Ņ÷Úʦ űïŅ÷ʦ ŲĝĝĹʦş÷ûďÚʦ ÏÚûĖðʦ ÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ
ûĖʦ ʋʉʊʐʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĽŊïïÚĹÚÖʦ·ʦ ĽÚŞÚĹÚʦ ĽĶûĖ·ďʦ ûĖĉŊĹťʬʦ ·Ľʦ ·ʦ ĹÚĽŊďŅʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ·Ľʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦ
·ʦÖûĽ·ÏûďûŅťʬʦş·Ľʦ·ð·ûĖʦrefused a scheduled disability reassessment in April. Gimaliev is miss-
ûĖðʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦ÷ûĽʦďŊĕÏ·ĹʦŞÚĹŅÚÏĹ·Úʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ûĽʦŊĶĶÚĹʦÏĝÖťʦûĽʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚÖʦÏťʦ·ʦĽŅÚÚďʦĶď·ŅÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦďÚ·ÖĽʦ
ŅĝʦĶÚďŞûÐʦĝĹð·ĖʦÖťĽïŊĖÐŅûĝĖʫʦ^ÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚĖŅĹ·ďʦ ûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ]ûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦûĖʦ�·ĕ·Ĺ·ʦsen-
tenced him to 17 years in a strict regime penal colony on 28 April.

Hizb ut-Tahrir and the Russian authorities 
The �ŊĖĖûʟĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟĶ·ĹŅťʟAûŭÏʟŊŅʻ�·÷ĹûĹʟ·ď EĽď·ĕûʟş·Ľ ïĝŊĖÖÚÖʟûĖ 1953 in Jerusalem 
by a ĉŊÖðÚʟĝï the Sharia Court of �ĶĶÚ·ďʟ�·ČûŊÖÖûĖʟ·ďʻ^·Ï÷·Ėûʤʟ�÷Ú aim of the organ-
isation is to promote the return of Muslims to an EĽď·ĕûÐʟş·ť of ďûïÚʟÏ·ĽÚÖʟĝĖ Sharia 
ď·ş ·ĖÖ to ĽĶĹÚ·ÖʟŅ÷Ú EĽď·ĕûÐʟï·ûŅ÷ʟûĖ the şĝĹďÖʟŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʟĉû÷·Öʤʟ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʟŅĝ the par-
ty’s philosophy, this is possible by re-establishing the Ð·ďûĶ÷·ŅÚʟˁ· Ņ÷ÚĝÐĹ·ŅûÐʟĽŅ·ŅÚʟŊĖûŅûĖðʟ
all EĽď·ĕûÐʟÐĝŊĖŅĹûÚĽ˂ʤʟ
The timing of the Ð·ďûĶ÷·ŅÚˌĽ re-establishment is not ČĖĝşĖʥʟĖĝĹ is the Ķď·ÐÚʟŅ÷·Ņʟşûďďʟ
ÏÚÐĝĕÚʟˋŅ÷Ú point of ĽĶĹÚ·ÖûĖðʟŅ÷Ú EĽď·ĕûÐʟÐ·ďďʤ̩ ʟ�ĖŅûďʟŅ÷Ú Ð·ďûĶ÷·ŅÚʟûĽ ĹÚʻÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʥʟ
the ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟĹÚĉÚÐŅĽʟŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʟ·ĖÖ is ĝĖďťʟÐĝĖÐÚĹĖÚÖʟşûŅ÷ʟĽĶĹÚ·ÖûĖðʟûŅĽ ûÖÚ·Ľʟ·ĕĝĖðʟ
Muslims. If an EĽď·ĕûÐʟĽŅ·ŅÚʟÚĕÚĹðÚĽʥʟ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʥʟûŅ is ÚŤĶÚÐŅÚÖʟŅĝ ş·ðÚʟş·ĹĽʟ·Ľ a ˋĶĹ·ÐŅûÐ·ďʟ
ĕÚŅ÷ĝÖʟĝï ĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʤ̩ ʟ
In $ŊĹĝĶÚʥʟAûŭÏʟŊŅʻ�·÷ĹûĹʟûĽ Ï·ĖĖÚÖʟĝĖďťʟûĖ :ÚĹĕ·ĖťʟˁÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʟĝï its ÖÚĖû·ďʟĝï the State 
of Israel’s right to ÚŤûĽŅ˂ʤʟ�Ľ ĽŅ·ŅÚÖʟûĖ the ʄʂʃʄʟ$�ŅA�ʟĹŊďûĖðʟûĖ the Ð·ĽÚʟĝï ˋAûŭÏʟŊŅʻ�·÷ĹûĹʟ
·ĖÖ dŅ÷ÚĹĽʟŞʤʟ:ÚĹĕ·ĖťˌʥʟûĖ :ÚĹĕ·ĖťʟŅ÷Ú maximum penalty for Ķ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĖðʟûĖ a Ï·ĖĖÚÖʟ
organisation is imprisonment for one year.
In 2003, the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʟ�ĝŊĹŅʟÏ·ĖĖÚÖʟAûŭÏʟŊŅʻ�·÷ĹûĹʟ·ĖÖ ÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʟûŅ a terrorist 
ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʥʟÐûŅûĖðʟûŅĽ ˋĕûďûŅ·ĖŅʟEĽď·ĕûĽŅʟĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʟÐĝĕÏûĖÚÖʟşûŅ÷ʟûĖŅĝďÚĹ·ĖÐÚʟŅĝ-
ş·ĹÖĽʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟï·ûŅ÷Ľʤ̩ ʟ�÷ÚĹÚʟûĽ no mention of ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʥʟ·ĽĽ·ŊďŅĽʟĝĹ ŞûĝďÚĖŅʟĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʟ
in the ÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʤʟ�÷Ú ˋ}ĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʤʟ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďˌʟĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʟÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹĽʟŅ÷ûĽʟĹŊďûĖðʟĝï the Su-
preme Court to be ðĹĝŊĖÖďÚĽĽʤʟ
In ʄʂʂʆʻʄʂʃʅʥʟAûŭÏʟŊŅʻ�·÷ĹûĹʟĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʟşÚĹÚʟĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʟĕ·ûĖďťʟïĝĹ ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ʟ
a Ï·ĖĖÚÖʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟˁ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʊʄʤʄʟ���˂ʤʟ�÷Ú ĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʟĶÚĖ·ďŅťʟ÷·ĖÖÚÖʟÖĝşĖʟ

https://www.currenttime.tv/a/djemal-gafarov-umer-v-sizo/32265092.html
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/04/06/sud-otkazal-figurantu-dela-hizb-ut-tahrir-v-pereosvidetelstvovanii
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/28/sud-v-samare-naznachil-17-let-kolonii-strogogo-rezhima-figurantu-dela-hizb
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/05/28/sud-v-samare-naznachil-17-let-kolonii-strogogo-rezhima-figurantu-dela-hizb


180

ş·Ľ eight years in a ĶÚĖ·ďʟÐĝďĝĖťʤʟ]·ĖťʟÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʟĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʟĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʟĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʤʟ
�ûĖÐÚʟŅ÷Ú ÚĖÖ of 2013, the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ�ĝÖÚʟ÷·Ľ ·ÖÖÚÖʟ·Ė ·ĹŅûÐďÚʟĶÚĖ·ďûĽûĖðʟ·ĽĽĝÐû-
·ŅûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ʟ· terrorist organisation (�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʂʇʤʇ˂ʤʟ�÷ûĽʟĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅďťʟûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʟŅ÷Ú pen-
alties, as şÚďďʟ·Ľ the ĽÐ·ďÚʟĝï ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʤʟ�ĖÖÚĹʟŅ÷ûĽʟ·ĹŅûÐďÚʥʟûŅ is impossible to be sen-
ŅÚĖÐÚÖʟŅĝ less than ten years in a ĶÚĖ·ďʟÐĝďĝĖťʥʟďÚŅ ·ďĝĖÚʟĹÚÐÚûŞÚʟ· ĖĝĖʻÐŊĽŅĝÖû·ďʟĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʤʟ
Furthermore, in all Ð·ĽÚĽʟČĖĝşĖʟŅĝ us, the ÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʟ·ĹÚ ĝĖďťʟ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʟĝï ĽŅŊÖťûĖðʟ
the philosophy of ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʟEĽď·ĕʥʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĖðʟûĖ ĕÚÚŅûĖðĽʥʟ·ĖÖ ÚĖÐĝŊĹ·ðûĖðʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟĶÚĝĶďÚʟ
to join them. 
Often, in ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʟŅĝ ÏÚûĖðʟÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʟŊĖÖÚĹʟŅ÷Ú ·ĹŅûÐďÚʟĝĖ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʥʟÖÚïÚĖÖ-
ants are Ð÷·ĹðÚÖʟşûŅ÷ʟĶďĝŅŅûĖðʟ· ŞûĝďÚĖŅʟĽÚûŭŊĹÚʟĝï ĶĝşÚĹʟˁ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʅʂʟˁʃ˂ in ÐĝĖĉŊĖÐŅûĝĖʟ
şûŅ÷ʟ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʉʊʟ���˂ʥʟĝĖ the sole assumption that one of the ÷ťĶĝŅ÷ÚŅûÐ·ďʟðĝ·ďĽʟĝï the or-
ganisation is to Ņ·ČÚʟĶĝşÚĹʟĽĝĕÚÖ·ťʥʟĽĝĕÚş÷ÚĹÚʧʟ·Ľ şÚďďʟ·Ľ promoting terrorism (Article 
205.1 RCC˂ʟûĖ relation to ĹÚÐĹŊûŅûĖðʟĖÚş supporters or Ĺ·ûĽûĖðʟïŊĖÖĽʟŅĝ ĶĹûĖŅʟÏĹĝÐ÷ŊĹÚĽʤʟ
At the ÚĖÖ of 2018, a ĶĹĝŞûĽûĝĖʟş·Ľ ûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚÖʟŊĖÖÚĹʟ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʇʊ of the �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ
�ĝÖÚʟĹÚĸŊûĹûĖðʟÐĝŊĹŅĽʟŅĝ ĝĹÖÚĹʟŅ÷ĝĽÚʟÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʟŊĖÖÚĹʟ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʂʇʤʇ to ĽÚĹŞÚʟĶ·ĹŅʟĝï their 
ÐŊĽŅĝÖû·ďʟĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʥʟ·Ņ least one year, in a ÐÚďďʻŅťĶÚʟĶĹûĽĝĖʤʟ� ÐÚďďʻŅťĶÚʟĶĹûĽĝĖʟûĽ the harsh-
est of all possible types of ĶÚĖ·ďʟûĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖĽʥʟûĖŞĝďŞûĖðʟŅ÷Ú ÐĝĖűĖÚĕÚĖŅʟĝï prisoners 
in ďĝÐČ·ÏďÚʟÐÚďďĽʟ·ĖÖ ĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʟĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʟĝĖ ŞûĽûŅĽʟ·ĖÖ Ķ·ĹÐÚďĽʤʟ

 ŊĹûĖðʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʍʎʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦAûŭÏʦŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʦşÚĹÚʦ÷·ĖÖÚÖʦ
custodial sentences (at least 26 in 2021). They received between 11 and 19 years in strict regime 
ĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖûÚĽʮʦ ïŊĹŅ÷ÚĹĕĝĹÚʬʦĕĝĽŅʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚĕʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦĽÚĹŞÚʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦŅĝʦĽûŤʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ
in a cell-type prison. The maximum sentence handed down in such cases so far remains that 
of Rinat NurlygayanovʬʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʊʑʦŅĝʦʋʍʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫ
dĖʦʋʒʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝŊŅ÷ÚĹĖʦ ûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ]ûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦsentenced Ernes Ametov from Bakhchis-
·Ĺ·ûʦ̍ ·ĖĖÚŤÚÖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ˉʦŅĝʦʊʊʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĽŅĹûÐŅʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦ�÷ûĽʦş·Ľʦ·ʦĹÚŅĹû·ďʬʦ·Ľʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ
·ÐĸŊûŅŅÚÖʦÏťʦ·ʦÐĝŊĹŅʦûĖʦʋʉʋʉʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖďťʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ÐĸŊûŅŅ·ďʦûĖʦAûŭÏʦŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦŅĝʦÖ·ŅÚʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďĽʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝŞÚĹŅŊĹĖÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐĸŊûŅŅ·ďʦ·ĖÖʦĽÚĖŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĹÚŅĹû·ďʫʦEĖʦ]·ťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ�ĕÚŅĝŞʦ
had again been remanded in custody.
The ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ project knows of 11 new detainees in prosecutions for in-
ŞĝďŞÚĕÚĖŅʦşûŅ÷ʦAûŭÏʦŊŅ˂�·÷ĹûĹʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅÚĖʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ·ĹÚʦûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʦˈûĖʦʋʉʋʊʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʊʑʦĖÚşʦÖÚ-
ïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʬʦʊʊʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ˉʫ
EĖʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦÐ·ĹĹťʦĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦď·ĹðÚ˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦûĖʦ·ĖĖÚŤÚÖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦ
�Ľʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦʒʍʦ ďĝÐ·ďʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ ûĕĶĹûĽĝĖÚÖʦ
ˈʑʒʦ·ĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʊˉʫʦ�·Ņ·ĹĽŅ·ĖʦÐĝĕÚĽʦĽÚÐĝĖÖʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʏʏʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ûĽʦĹÚðûĝĖʦ
ûĖÐ·ĹÐÚĹ·ŅÚÖʫʦ�÷ûĹÖʦûĽʦ�·Ľ÷ČĝĹŅĝĽŅ·Ėʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʍʎʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖÚÖʫʦ�÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦAûŭÏʦ
ut-Tahrir followers from Tatarstan and Bashkortostan currently imprisoned that we know 
ĝïʦÖÚÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦĝŞÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦťÚ·Ĺʫʦ¥÷ûďÚʦĽĝĕÚʦşÚĹÚʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĖĝʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ
new detentions (although the media may not have reported them).

https://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_314699/
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2022/12/d47445/?sphrase_id=1452954
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3.9.3. Prosecutions of other religious groups 
�ĽʦûĖʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʦïĝďďĝşÚĹĽʦĝïʦ�·ûÖʦ^ŊĹĽûʦ̩ ʊˍ and Muslims accused of association with 
�·Ïďûð÷ûʦ R·ĕ··Ņʦ̩ʋˍ were prosecuted for association with an extremist organisation (Article 
282.2 RCC). The ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ project considers these prosecutions to be un-
ïĝŊĖÖÚÖʫʦEĖʦĕ·ĖťʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽ˓ʦĖ·ĕÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûĹÐŊĕĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦŊĖČĖĝşĖʫ
EĖʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ·ʦÐĝŊĹŅʦûĖʦ�·Ņ·ĹĽŅ·ĖʦŊĶ÷ÚďÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦûĕ·ĕʦGabdrakhman Naumov. 
He had been sentenced earlier to six and a half years in a general regime penal colo-
ny after he had been found guilty of leading a Nurdzhular cell (Article 282.2, Part 1, RCC) 
·ĖÖʦűĖ·ĖÐûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ«·Ľ÷ď·Ĺʦ�ûĽŅ·ĽÚʦ ˈ˒«ĝŊĖðʦ�ĝĕĕŊĖûŅť˓ˉʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦ ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖ-
ŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦş·ĽʦŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅʦĖÚşʦïĝďďĝşÚĹĽʦŅĝʦ^ŊĹÖŭ÷Ŋď·Ĺʫʦ�Ĺû·ďĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦĕĝĹÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ
ûĖʦ·ʦĽûĕûď·ĹʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ďĽĝʦĽŅ·ĹŅÚÖʦûĖʦ^·ÏÚĹÚŭ÷ĖťÚʦ�÷ÚďĖťʬʦ�·Ņ·ĹĽŅ·ĖʫʦAccordingʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝŞ·ʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʬʦ
T÷ŊĖ·Ĺʟ�ð·ÚŞʬʦAidar Sageev and Amrakh Akhmedov are on trial and have been held on remand 
since November 2021.
EĖʦ ·ðÚĽŅ·ĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦreported on several occasions 
ûĖûŅû·ŅûĖðʦĝĹʦ ĽÚĖÖûĖðʦ ŅĝʦÐĝŊĹŅʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ ûĖʦ ĹÚď·ŅûĝĖʦ ŅĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦ ûĖʦ^ŊĹÖŭ÷Ŋď·Ĺʫʦ 9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ
a criminal investigation into four residents of the republic was concludedʦ ûĖʦ RŊĖÚʫʦAĝşÚŞ-
ÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦÖûĽÐďĝĽÚʦÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĖ·ĕÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĶď·ÐÚʦĝïʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖÐÚʬʦ
the pre-trial conditions imposed or the name of the judicial body where the cases had been 
sent for consideration. Nothing is known about the trial.
EĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦûĖʦ ·ðÚĽŅ·ĖʦIlgar Alievʬʦ·ʦïĝďďĝşÚĹʦĝïʦ̂ ŊĹĽûʬʦş·Ľʦreleased from a penal colony after 
÷ûĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦş·ĽʦĹÚÖŊÐÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦÚûð÷ŅʦŅĝʦĽûŤʦťÚ·ĹĽʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦ·ʦÐ·ĽĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʬʦ·ĖÖʦ÷Úʦ÷·Öʦ·ď-
ready served that term.
�ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦïĝŊĹʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦŅşĝʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖûÚĽʦûĖʦ�·Ïďûð÷ûʦR·-
ĕ··ŅʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦûĖʦ�·Ĺ·ŅĝŞʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʭʦtwoʦûĖʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʬʦȋĖÚʦûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ·ĖÖʦȋĖÚʦûĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʫʦEĖʦŅ÷Úʦď·ŅŅÚĹʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦĶÚĹĽĝĖ˓ĽʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖ-
ŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦĽĶ·ĖĖÚÖʦŅşĝʦÖ·ťĽʬʦ˒ïĹĝĕʦʐʦŅĝʦʑʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦʋʉʊʒʫ˓ʦ�÷ÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦĕÚĖ˓ĽʦĖ·ĕÚĽʦ
·ĹÚʦŊĖČĖĝşĖʬʦÏŊŅʦûŅʦûĽʦČĖĝşĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦĕÚÚŅûĖðĽʬʦ·ðû-
Ņ·ŅûĖðʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦşûŅ÷ʦŅĹ·ŞÚďďûĖðʦŅĝʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐĝŊĖŅĹûÚĽʦŅĝʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûÐ·ŅÚʦşûŅ÷ʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʫ

1 Badiuzzaman Said Nursi (1877-1960) was a Turkish theologian and author of the Risale-i Nur (‘Treatises of Light’) 
series of books. In ʋʉʉʐʬʦ]ĝĽÐĝş˓Ľ TĝĶŅÚŞĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦʊʍ Russian translations of Nursi’s writ-
ings. In ʋʉʉʑʬʦŅ÷Ú Russian Supreme Court banned the ^ŊĹÖŭ÷Ŋď·ĹʦĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅûĝĖʬʦÐ·ďďûĖðʦûŅ a ‘properly 
structured international religious association’ whose main goal is ‘the creation of a worldwide Islamic state 
(caliphate).’ From Memorial’s point of ŞûÚşʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦûĽ no reason to ban Nursi’s books; they do not contain calls 
for violence or change of ðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʬʦŅ÷ÚťʦïĝÐŊĽʦĝĖ ĕĝĹ·ďʦûĽĽŊÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖ Nurdzhular is not an ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ
but a word that is used generically to refer to the followers of Risale-e Nur around the world. 

ʋʦ �·Ïďûð÷ûʦ R·ĕ··Ņʦ ûĽ an international Islamic preaching movement founded in the Indo-Pakistani region 
in the 1920s in response to Western Christian missionary initiatives. The founders aimed to bring ‘nominal 
Muslims’ — those designated as Muslims but who do not fully practice the religion — to Islam. The move-
ment’s preachers periodically travel to other regions and countries and teach the values of the TĝĹ·Ėʦ
and Islamic rituals to people on the street. In ʋʉʉʒʬʦŅ÷Ú �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ŊĶĹÚĕÚʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ�·Ïďûð÷ûʦR·ĕ··Ņʦ
an extremist organisation. Neither this decision nor the ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦűďÚĽʦČĖĝşĖʦŅĝ Memorial contain 
any ĽĶÚÐûűÐʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʦĝï extremist or any violent activity by the organisation. 

https://www.idelreal.org/a/31541079.html
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2022/06/d46411/
https://dagestan.sledcom.ru/search?q=%D0%BD%D1%83%D1%80%D0%B4%D0%B6%D1%83%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%80
https://dagestan.sledcom.ru/news/item/1702460
https://www.kavkazr.com/a/sud-snizil-srok-osuzhdennomu-za-uchastie-v-divzhenii-nurdzhular-zhitelyu-dagestana/32158529.html
https://nversia.ru/news/sud-otpravil-v-koloniyu-dvoih-storonnikov-zapreschennogo-v-rf-i-priznannogo-ekstremistskim-religioznogo-obedineniya-kotorye-otkazalis-priznavat-vinu/
https://saratov.sledcom.ru/news/item/1664609/
https://saratov.sledcom.ru/news/item/1713780/
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An appeal court in Volgograd upheld a three-year general regime sentence for ]ûČ÷·ûďʟTĝďĝŅûďûĖ 
ûĖʦ 9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦş÷ûďÚʦ ûĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦ ûŅʦ increased sentences for Amanat LukpanovʬʦBatr Urazovʬʦ
and Gilman Nitalievʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦűĹĽŅʦûĖĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦ÷·ÖʦðûŞÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚĖʦŅşĝ˂ťÚ·ĹʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐ-
ÚĽʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʦĹÚĶď·ÐÚÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦşûŅ÷ʦŅÚĹĕĽʦĝïʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦ
EĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ·ʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹʦûĖʦ�ŊÏŅĽĝŞĽČʬʦ�ďŅ·ûʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦş÷ĝʬʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹĽʦÐď·ûĕÚÖʬʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦŅĝʦĶĹÚ·Ð÷ʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ�·Ïďûð÷ûʦR·ĕ··ŅʦÖĝÐŅĹûĖÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝďĝĖťʬʦ÷·Öʦ÷ûĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦextended by several months.
Proceedings in the case of St. Petersburg Scientologistsʦ̩ ʌˍ that started in 2020 continued 
in 2022. Ivan Matsitskyʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʬʦş·ĽʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦŅĝʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·Ĺ-
ĹÚĽŅʫʦdŅ÷ÚĹʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦûĖʦŅÚĹĕĽʦĝïʦĶĹÚ˂ŅĹû·ďʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʬʦşÚĹÚʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦŅ·ČûĖðʦ
certain actions (Sahib AlievʬʦTĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅĽûť·ʟ$Ľ·ŊďČĝŞ·ʬʦAnastasiya Terentyeva) or placed under 
travel restrictions (Galina Shurinovaˉʫʦ�ďďʦűŞÚʦ·ĹÚʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦĝĹð·ĖûĽûĖðʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦÐĝĕĕŊ-
nity (Article 282.1, Part 1, RCCˉʬʦÖÚðĹ·ÖûĖðʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦÖûðĖûŅťʦ·ĽʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦ·ĖʦĝĹð·ĖûĽÚÖʦðĹĝŊĶʦˈArticle 
282.2, Part 2 (c), RCC) and illegal entrepreneurship as part of an organised group involving 
ĶĹĝűŅÚÚĹûĖðʦĝĖʦ·ĖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕÚďťʦď·ĹðÚʦĽÐ·ďÚʦˈArticle 171, Part 2 (a, b), RCC). 
Memorial indicated earlier that Scientologists are being prosecuted for peacefully exercising 
their rights to freedom of conscience and association. The Investigative Committee considers 
internal restrictions on church members who violate the ethics of the Church of Scientology 
ŅĝʦÏÚʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦÖûðĖûŅťʬʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦ�ĝĖʦAŊÏÏ·ĹÖ˓ĽʦÏĝĝČĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦÖÚĽûð-
Ė·ŅÚÖʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦ·ĽʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽĕʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĖĝïűÐû·ďʦĶĹĝŞûĽûĝĖʦĝïʦĶ·ûÖʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʦŅĝʦÏÚʦûďďÚð·ďʦÚĖŅĹÚĶĹÚ-
ĖÚŊĹĽ÷ûĶʦˈ·ĖÖʦïŊĹŅ÷ÚĹĕĝĹÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦ·ďďĝşʦ�ÐûÚĖŅĝďĝðûĽŅĽʦŅĝʦĹÚðûĽŅÚĹʦ·ʦďÚð·ďʦÚĖŅûŅťˉʫʦ
EĖʦ ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦ ûĖʦ ʋʉʋʊʬʦ }ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʦ:ÚĖÚĹ·ď˓ĽʦdïűÐÚʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ Ņşĝʦ�ÐûÚĖŅĝďĝðťʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ˅ʦ
the World Institute of Scientology Enterprises and the Ron Hubbard Library — as ‘undesirable.’ 
We have learnt that a criminal case was broughtʦûĖʦ ûĕûŅĹĝŞðĹ·Öʬʦ�ďť·ĖĝŞĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦïĝĹʦűĖ·ĖÐûĖðʦ
an undesirable organisation (Article 284.1, Part 2, RCC) over fundraising for the World Institute.
Latvian and Ukrainian religious organisations associated with the New Generation Churchʦ̩ ʍˍ 
şÚĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ˒ ŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚ˓ʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʫʦdĖʦʊʍʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʋʉʋʋʬʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽ-
Ľû·ʦĝŞÚĹʦŅ÷ûĽʦĕ·ŅŅÚĹʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦʊʎʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦ]ĝĽÐĝş˓Ľʦ�·Ľĕ·ĖĖťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝĹÖÚĹÚÖʦ}ÚĖŅÚÐĝĽŅ·ďʦ
pastor Nikolai Ulitin to be remanded in custody. He is accused of organising the activities 
of an undesirable organisation (Article 284.1, Part 3, RCC).
EĖʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ Ņşĝʦ �ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ ĹÚďûðûĝŊĽʦ ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ ÷Ú·ÖÚÖʦ Ïťʦ ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʦ ]ŊĖŅÚ·Ėʦ şÚĹÚʦ ·ÖÖÚÖʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅʦĝïʦ˒ŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚ˓ʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʭʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚŞûŞ·ďʦ�ĶûĹûŅŊ·ďʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʦ̩ʎˍ and the Revival Chari-
table Foundation. There have been no reports on criminal cases arising from association with 
these organisations.

3 The Church of Scientology was founded by the �ĕÚĹûÐ·ĖʦĽÐûÚĖÐÚʦűÐŅûĝĖʦşĹûŅÚĹʦW·ï·ťÚŅŅÚʦ�ĝĖ·ďÖʦAŊÏÏ·ĹÖʦ
in 1954 in the �ĖûŅÚÖʦ�Ņ·ŅÚĽʬʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖ the notion that man is a spiritual being living more than one life. 
Hubbard’s books are banned in �ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ·ĖÖ some Scientology organisations have been dissolved. 

4 The New Generation Church is a religious organisation founded in Riga by �ďÚČĽÚûʦWÚÖť·ÚŞʬʦş÷ĝ had pre-
viously served as a pastor in a Pentecostal church but was expelled from the ministry for deviating from 
the standards of şĝĹĽ÷ûĶʫʦ}ÚĖŅÚÐĝĽŅ·ďûĽĕʬʦ ûĖ ŅŊĹĖʬʦ ûĽ one of the Protestant movements that originated 
in the nineteenth century in the United States. It is based on spiritual experiences considered identical 
to those of the Apostles on the 50th day after Christ’s resurrection. 

5 The Revival Centre was founded by Vladimir Muntean in 1997. The All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Chris-
tian Faith Churches considers Muntean’s activities to be inconsistent with evangelical teaching and similar 
to occult practices. 

https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2022/02/d45769/
https://www.kommersant.ru/amp/5662753
https://rubtsovskmv.ru/obshhestvo/v-rubcovske-zaklyuchennogo-prigovorili-k-pyati-godam-za-verbovku-v-ekstremistskuyu-organizaciyu/2022/08/15/
https://memopzk.org/dossier/delo-peterburgskih-saentologov/
https://www.sova-center.ru/religion/news/harassment/intervention/2022/04/d46122/
https://www.sova-center.ru/religion/news/harassment/intervention/2022/08/d46805/?sphrase_id=1453631
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3.10. Prosecutions for terrorism 
Charges for terrorism offences in 2022 served as one of the tools for suppression of the an-
ti-war movement (see 2. Political repression linked to the war in Ukraineˉʬʦ·Ľʦ Ņ÷Úʦĕ·ûĖʦŅĝĝďʦ
of prosecution on charges related to participation in Hizb ut-Tahrir (see 3.9.2. Prosecution 
on cases of association with Hizb ut-Tahrir) and were used against various anarchist-anti-
fascist groups (see 3.4. Prosecution of activists) as well as to suppress freedom of expression 
(see 3.7. Cases attacking freedom of expression and the media).
EĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐ÷·ĶŅÚĹʬʦĶÚĹ÷·ĶĽʦŅĝʦ·ĖʦÚŞÚĖʦðĹÚ·ŅÚĹʦÚŤŅÚĖŅʦŅ÷·ĖʦûĖʦĶĹÚÐÚÖûĖðʦĝĖÚĽʬʦşÚʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅʦ
to provide a comprehensive picture of repression based on charges of terrorism other than 
Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖÚÖʦ·ÏĝŞÚʬʦÏŊŅʦşÚʦŅĹťʦŅĝʦĝŊŅďûĖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅĝŊĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦĽÐĝĶÚʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ
using a few important or typical cases. 

3.10.1. Prosecutions of participants 
in the anti-war movement 
In Chapter 2.6. Cases of arson attacks on military and other administrative buildings and ve-
hiclesʬʦşÚʦÐĝĕĶûďÚÖʦĽŅ·ŅûĽŅûÐ·ďʦÖ·Ņ·ʦ·ĖÖʦð·ŞÚʦ·ʦÖÚŅ·ûďÚÖʦÖÚĽÐĹûĶŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦĶĹ·Ð-
ŅûÐÚĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ČÚʦĝïʦûďďŊĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦşÚʦ÷ÚĹÚʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦş÷ĝĽÚʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦ
declared terrorists.
Perhaps the most egregious of all such prosecution cases is the one concerning members 
of the Bakal post-punk band ROOM 32. Aleksei Nuriev and Roman NasryevʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦ�·Č·ďʬʦ
�÷Úďť·ÏûĖĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʦûĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖûð÷ŅʦĝïʦʊʊʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦŅ÷Úťʦ
ÏĹĝČÚʦ·ʦşûĖÖĝşʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖʦŲĝĝĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĕŊĖûÐûĶ·ďʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʦÏŊûďÖûĖðʦˈş÷ÚĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ
ÚĖďûĽŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦďĝÐ·ŅÚÖˉʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĹÚşʦŅşĝʦ]ĝďĝŅĝŞʦÐĝÐČŅ·ûďĽʦûĖĽûÖÚʫʦ�÷ÚʦÏŊûďÖûĖð˓ĽʦďûĖĝ-
ďÚŊĕʦÐ·Ŋð÷ŅʦűĹÚʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹÚʦş·ĽʦÚŤŅûĖðŊûĽ÷ÚÖʦÏťʦ·ʦÐ·ĹÚŅ·ČÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦş·ŅÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦĶûÚÐÚʦĝïʦÐďĝŅ÷ʦ
ÏÚïĝĹÚʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĹûŞ·ďʦĝïʦűĹÚűð÷ŅÚĹĽʫʦEĖûŅû·ďďťʦ^ŊĹûÚŞʦ·ĖÖʦ^·ĽĹťÚŞʦşÚĹÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÖÚďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚʦÖÚ-
struction and damage to property (Article 167 RCCˉʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĽÚÚĕĽʦ·ĶĶĹĝĶĹû·ŅÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅʦÐĝĕ-
ĕûŅŅÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÐ·ďÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚʦÐ·ŊĽÚÖʬʦÏŊŅʦď·ŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦÐ÷·ĖðÚÖʦŅĝʦÐĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖʦ
of a terrorist act by a group of persons by prior conspiracy (Article 205, Part 2.a, RCC). In Novem-
ÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚťʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŊĖÖÚĹðĝûĖðʦŅĹ·ûĖûĖðʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊĹĶĝĽÚʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʦ̍ Article 
205.3 RCC). The investigation also claimed that the musicians ‘were members of scores of left- 
·ĖÖʦĹûð÷Ņ˂şûĖðʦĹ·ÖûÐ·ďʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅûÚĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦĶĹĝ˂�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďûĽŅʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅûÚĽʫ˓ʦ
�÷ûĽʦÐď·ûĕʦĽÚÚĕĽʦŞÚĹťʦĝÖÖʬʦðûŞÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊĖÖ·ĕÚĖŅ·ďʦĽŅ·ĖÖĝïïʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦďÚïŅ˂şûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦĹûð÷Ņ˂şûĖðʦ
radical activists. The defendants do not deny the fact of committing arson but do not agree with 
ûŅĽʦÐď·ĽĽûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĽʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʫʦEŅʦûĽʦşĝĹŅ÷ʦĖĝŅûĖðʦŅ÷·Ņʦ̂ ·ĽĹťÚŞʦûĽʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦĽÚĖûĝĹʦ̂ ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ:Ŋ·ĹÖʦĽÚĹ-
ðÚ·ĖŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦ̂ ŊĹûÚŞʦûĽʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦűĹÚűð÷ŅÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦĶÚŅŅťʦĝïűÐÚĹʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦ$ĕÚĹðÚĖÐťʦ�ûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖĽʫ
�÷Úʦĕ·ĉĝĹûŅťʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦÏ·ĽÚÖʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖÚʦ÷·ĖÖʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĽʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦĝïʦÐďÚ·Ĺďťʦ
ŊĖď·şïŊďʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ÷·ĖÖʬʦĕ·ĖûïÚĽŅďťʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦÖÚĽÚĹŞÚʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ʦ÷·ĹĽ÷ʦÐď·ĽĽûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ
�ĕĝĖðʦŅ÷ÚĕʬʦïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦûĽʦŅ÷ÚʦcaseʦĝïʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·ĹʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦIgor Paskar. He was charged with 
committing a terrorist act (Article 205, Part 1 RCC) and vandalism motivated by political ha-

https://ovd.news/express-news/2023/01/12/uchastnikov-postpank-gruppy-obvinyaemyh-v-podzhoge-administracii-goroda
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#30-1-2:~:text=%D0%9A%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%80-,%D0%98%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%8C,-%D0%9F%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C%2C%20%D0%B6%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C%20%D0%92%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B0%2C%2046%20%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%82.%20%D0%97%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B6%D0%B0%D0%BD
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tred (Article 214, Part 2, RCCˉʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦûĖʦRŊĖÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ĖʦĶ·ûĖŅÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦï·ÐÚʦ
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝďĝŊĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦŲ·ðʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĹÚşʦ·ʦ]ĝďĝŅĝŞʦÐĝÐČŅ·ûďʦûĖŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĝĝĹş·ťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦ÷Ú·Ö-
ĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʦûĖʦTĹ·ĽĖĝÖ·ĹʬʦÐ·ŊĽûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĝĝĹĕ·ŅʦŅĝʦÐ·ŅÐ÷ʦűĹÚʮʦ÷Úʦ·ďĽĝʦĽÚŅʦűĹÚʦŅĝʦ·ʦÏ·ĖĖÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚŅ-
ter Z and the words ‘¥Úʟ ĝʟ^ĝŅʟ�Ï·ĖÖĝĖʟdŊĹʟdşĖ.’
EĖʦdĕĽČʬʦÚĖðûĖÚÚĹʦAnton Smolyaninov is suspectedʦĝïʦĽÚŅŅûĖðʦűĹÚʦŅĝʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦÐ·ĹĽʦÏÚ·ĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚŅ-
ŅÚĹʦ³ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĹÚĽŊďŅÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦÐ·ĽÚʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦïĝĹʦÖÚďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚʦÖÚĽŅĹŊÐŅûĝĖʦĝĹʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚʦŅĝʦĶĹĝĶÚĹŅťʦˈArticle 
167 RCCˉʫʦW·ŅÚĹʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÚĶûĽĝÖÚʦĝïʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦŅĹ·ĖĽïĝĹĕÚĹʦÏĝŤʦş·Ľʦ·ÖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦűďÚʬʦ
for which Smolyaninov was charged with terrorism (Article 205 RCC).
Prosecution of Irkutsk activist Ilya Podkamennyʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹĽʦŅĝʦÏÚʦÚŞÚĖʦĕĝĹÚʦÖŊÏûĝŊĽʫʦAÚʦş·ĽʦűĹĽŅʦ
prosecuted on charges of incitement to extremism (Article 280, Part 1 RCC) for wrapping copper 
şûĹÚʦ·ĹĝŊĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹ·ûďĽʦĝïʦ·ʦĹ·ûďş·ťʦďûĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦ·ŅŅ·Ð÷ûĖðʦďÚ·ŲÚŅĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹ·ÐČĽʫʦW·ŅÚĹʬʦŅşĝʦĕĝĹÚʦÐĹûĕ-
inal cases were brought against him for allegedly collecting funds for a bomb attack on the lo-
Ð·ďʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÚĖďûĽŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʦĝïʦĶĹÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ÐŅʦ·ĖÖʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ
ĝïʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ÐŅʦˈĶĹÚĽŊĕ·Ïďťʬʦ�ĹŅûÐďÚʦʋʉʎʦûĖʦÐĝĖĉŊĖÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦArticle 30 RCC and Article 205.1, 
Part 4, RCC). The very idea of such a charge seems absurd.
EĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦûŅʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦÚŞÚĖʦĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹťʦŅĝʦÐĝĕĕûŅʦ·ĖʦŊĖď·şïŊďʦ·ÐŅʦûĖʦĝĹÖÚĹʦŅĝʦÏÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦ
şûŅ÷ʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʫʦ 9ĝĹʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ ĖŊĹĽÚʦ Maksim Asriyanʬʦ ş÷ĝĽÚʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ ş·Ľʦ ĕÚĖŅûĝĖÚÖʦ ûĖʦ 2.6.2. 
How the investigative authorities select the article of the Criminal Code to prosecute arsonʬʦ
was accused of preparing to commit an act of terrorism by arson simply because he looked 
·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦşûĖÖĝşĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦÚĖďûĽŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚʦûĖʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹð˓Ľʦ9ĹŊĖŭÚĖĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʫ

3.10.2. The Lyantor Muslims case 
The trial of Muslims Artyom VatryaʬʦBehruz Ganiev and Gamid DataevʦïĹĝĕʦWť·ĖŅĝĹʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦT÷·Ė-
ty-Mansiysk Autonomous region on charges of creating and participating in a terrorist group 
ÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʫʦ¤·ŅĹť·ʦş·ĽʦûĖŞĝďŞÚÖʦûĖʦÖÚïÚĖÖûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦĝïʦ]ŊĽďûĕĽʦûĖʦWť·ĖŅĝĹʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ
is reason to believe that the criminal case was an act of retaliation by law enforcement agents 
for his activities.
The three Muslims were detained in 2020 after weapons and explosives were planted on them. 
 ĹŊðĽʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦĶď·ĖŅÚÖʦĝĖʦ ·Ņ·ÚŞʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦÐĹÚ·ŅûĖðʦ·ʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅťʬʦ
ş÷ûďÚʦ¤·ŅĹť·ʦ·ĖÖʦ:·ĖûÚŞʦşÚĹÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĖðʦûĖʦûŅʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦşÚĹÚʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ˒Wť·ĖŅĝĹʦR·ĕ··Ņ˓ʬʦ·ʦďĝÐ·ďʦÐÚďďʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�·ŊÐ·ĽŊĽʦ$ĕûĹ·ŅÚʦŅÚĹĹĝĹ-
ist organisation which seeks to ‘ĶĹÚĶ·ĹÚʟïĝĹʟĉû÷·Öʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟŅ÷ÚʟûĖűÖÚďĽʬ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦĶď·ĖĖûĖðʦ
to blow up a mosque and kill an imam. We have recognised them as political prisoners because 
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĝÏŞûĝŊĽʦûĖĖĝÐÚĖÐÚʭʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦŅÚĽŅûĕĝĖťʦş·ĽʦðûŞÚĖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʬʦûďďÚð·ďʦûŅÚĕĽʦşÚĹÚʦĶď·ĖŅÚÖʦ
ĝĖʦŅ÷Úĕʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖŅûĹÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦÐĝĕĶďÚŅÚďťʦï·ÏĹûÐ·ŅÚÖʫ
EĖʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊʬʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚĖŅĹ·ďʦ ûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ]ûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦûĖʦ$Č·ŅÚĹ-
ûĖÏŊĹðʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹû·ďʦûĽʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅďťʦĝĖðĝûĖðʫ
We mention this case here because it appears to be representative of a whole array of similar 
ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ]ŊĽďûĕĽʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĶĹĝŞûĖÐÚĽʫʦ9ĝĹŅŊûŅĝŊĽďťʬʦÖÚŅ·ûďĽʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹĝĝïʦ
of the fabrication of charges in this case and a small number of other similar cases have become 
ČĖĝşĖʦ ŅĝʦĝŊĹʦĶĹĝĉÚÐŅʬʦş÷ûďÚʦÖÚŅ·ûďĽʦĝïʦĕĝĽŅʦ ŞÚĹťʦ Ľûĕûď·Ĺʦ Ð·ĽÚĽʦ ĹÚĕ·ûĖʦ·ĖĝĖťĕĝŊĽʦÚĶûĽĝÖÚĽʦ
of ‘successful’ ‘anti-terrorist’ work by law enforcement agencies.

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/30/v-omske-zaderzhali-inzhenera-podozrevaemogo-v-podzhoge-mashin-s-provoennoy
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/22/na-irkutskogo-aktivista-zaveli-dva-ugolovnyh-dela-yakoby-planiroval-vzorvat
https://data.ovdinfo.org/antivoennoe-delo-gid-ovd-info#30-1-5:~:text=%D0%9C%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC-,%D0%90%D1%81%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%8F%D0%BD,-%2C%2026%20%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%82.%20%D0%9E%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%87%D0%B8%D0%BB
https://www.memopzk.org/news/my-schitaem-politzaklyuchyonnymi-troih-musulman-iz-lyantora-v-hmao/
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ʌʫʊʉʫʌʫʦ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦűĖ·ĖÐûĖðʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ
organisations 
The case of Abdulmumin Gadzhievʬʦ ·ʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦ ïĹĝĕʦ ·ðÚĽŅ·Ėʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦűĖ·ĖÐûĖðʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹ-
ûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦûĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅʦĝïʦ�ÚÐŅûĝĖʦ3.7.1. The case of Abdulmumin Gadzhiev. It is par-
ticularly noteworthy because the journalist is being prosecuted for his professional activities. 
�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦ·ďĝĖðʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĕĕ·ʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ûĖðʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦAslambek Ezhaevʬʦ
ûŅʦ ûĽʦ ĝĖÚʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ïÚşʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝïʦ]ŊĽďûĕĽʦÏÚûĖðʦ ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦűĖ·ĖÐûĖðʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ÷·ŞÚʦÐĝĕÚʦ
ŅĝʦĶŊÏďûÐʦ·ŅŅÚĖŅûĝĖʫʦWûČÚʦĕĝĽŅʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÏŊďČʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦĕĝĽŅďťʦûĖ-
ŞĝďŞûĖðʦĕûĖĝĹʦĶĹûŞ·ŅÚʦűĖ·ĖÐû·ďʦĽÚŅŅďÚĕÚĖŅĽʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦ]ŊĽďûĕĽʬʦĹÚĕ·ûĖʦď·ĹðÚďťʦŊĖČĖĝşĖʫ
�ʦŅťĶûÐ·ďʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʦĝïʦ÷ĝşʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦÐĝŞÚĹÚÖʦĝïűÐû·ďďťʦûĽʦŅ÷Úʦreport on the conviction of a for-
ÚûðĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʋʋʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦÏĹ·ĖÐ÷ʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʦĝïʦT·ĹÚďû·ʦïĝĹʦűĖ·ĖÐûĖðʦ
terrorist activities (Article 205.1, Part 1.1, RCC). Neither his name nor citizenship have been dis-
ÐďĝĽÚÖʫʦ�ďďʦŅ÷·Ņʦş·ĽʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦş·ĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦʋʌʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ťĹû·ĖʦEĽď·ĕûĽŅʦ
ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦA·ť·Ņʦ�·÷ĹûĹʦ·ď˂�÷·ĕʬʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚÐĝĖÖʦ¥ÚĽŅÚĹĖʦ
District Military Court sentenced him to a nine-year term of imprisonment on 28 December.
Charges of recruitment to terrorist organisations are similar in appearance to charg-
ÚĽʦ ĝïʦ űĖ·ĖÐûĖðʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʭʦ Ņ÷Úťʦ ·ĹÚʦ ï·ÏĹûÐ·ŅÚÖʦ ÚĖʦĕ·ĽĽÚʬʦĕĝĽŅʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ð·ĽÚĽʦ ·ĹÚʦ ĖĝŅʦ ČĖĝşĖʦ
to us and may be based on facts that have nothing at all to do with criminal offences.
2022 saw continued prosecutions for past support of banned organisations. A telling example 
is the case of investigative blogger Insa Lander (Oguz). The case was brought in 2021 on charges 
of enabling terrorism (Article 205.1, Part 1 RCC). Lander was accused of recruiting a resident 
ĝïʦT·Ï·ĹÖûĖĝ˂�·ďČ·Ĺû·ʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦEĽď·ĕûÐʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦʋʉʊʍʦŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ʦĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďʦÐĝĹ-
ĹÚĽĶĝĖÖÚĖÐÚʦŞû·ʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʫʦ�÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʦş·ĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦÖÚĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĹĹÚĽĶĝĖÖÚĖÐÚʦ
did not lead to anything and Lander herself had long ago stopped subscribing to conservative 
EĽď·ĕûÐʦŞûÚşĽʦ·ĖÖʦďÚÖʦ·ʦĽÚÐŊď·ĹʦďûïÚĽŅťďÚʫʦ�÷Úʦş·Ľʦ·ÏďÚʦŅĝʦŲÚÚʦŅĝʦWûŅ÷Ŋ·Ėû·ʦŞû·ʦ:ÚĝĹðû·ʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĕ-
ĕÚĹʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʫʦ}ĹûĝĹʦŅĝʦŅ÷·ŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ÷·ÖʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦÐĝĕĕŊŅÚʦ÷ÚĹʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦŅĝʦ·ʦĕĝĹÚʦďÚĖûÚĖŅʦ
form of pre-trial restriction.

3.10.4. Former participants in the North 
Caucasus underground 
�÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖĽʦş÷ĝʦŅĝĝČʦĶ·ĹŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦĽÚÐĝĖÖʦ�÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖʦş·ĹĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽûÖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĽŅĽʦ·ĖÖʬʦ
Ņĝʦ·ʦďÚĽĽÚĹʦÚŤŅÚĖŅʬʦĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʦĝïʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ^ĝĹŅ÷ʦ�·ŊÐ·ĽŊĽʦĖ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦ
şûŅ÷ʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĖðʦ ûĖʦ ûďďÚð·ďʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦðĹĝŊĶĽʫʦ�ĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʬʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷ÚĽÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦ
·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦ Ķ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĖðʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ʊʒʒʎʦ ·ŅŅ·ÐČʦĝĖʦ�ŊÖÚĖĖĝŞĽČʦÏťʦ �÷·ĕûďʦ �·Ľ·ÚŞ˓Ľʦ ÖÚŅ·Ð÷ĕÚĖŅʬʦ
which involved the killing of civilians and hostage-taking. The cases related to the Buden-
ĖĝŞĽČʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʬʦûïʦĶĹĝĶÚĹďťʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦŅĹûÚÖʦÏťʦ·ĖʦûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʬʦÐĝŊďÖʦŅ÷ÚĝĹÚŅûÐ·ďďťʦ
have been viewed as a form of punishment for former terrorists and a way of restoring justice 

nac.gov.ru/terrorizmu-net/fsb/osuzhden-inostrannyy-grazhdanin-za-finansirovanie-terrorizma.html#:~:text=%D0%92%20%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%82%D0%B5%202022%20%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0%20%D0%A3%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%D0%BC,%D0%A0%D0%A4%20(%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B9%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%B5%20%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B9%20%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8).
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/06/29/obvinyaemaya-v-verbovke-terroristov-blogerka-insa-lander-smogla-peresech
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ŅĝʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦŞûÐŅûĕĽʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦĝĖÚʦÐ·ĖĖĝŅʦÐď·ûĕʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ûĽʦûĽʦĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦûĖʦĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ˂Ö·ťʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖ-
ûĖðʦŅĝʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ ÚïÚĖÐÚʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʬʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦĽĝĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦÏÚ·Ĺʦ·ďďʦŅ÷Úʦ÷·ďď-
marks of fabrications.
This includes the case of Magomed Alkhanovʬʦş÷ĝʦş·Ľʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČûĖðʦ}ĽČĝŞʦĶ·Ĺ·ŅĹĝĝĶ-
ÚĹĽʦûĖʦ�÷ÚÐ÷Ėť·ʦûĖʦʋʉʉʉʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦ·ʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦďûĽŅʦĝïʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦĝïʦûďďÚð·ďʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦðĹĝŊĶĽʦ
·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĽŅûĕĝĖûÚĽʦĝïʦĽûŤʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦşûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʦş÷ĝʦ÷·Öʦ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦÏÚÚĖʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦ
·ŅŅ·ÐČʫʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ ÚïÚĖÐÚʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʦĖĝŅÚĽʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ʊʒʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĶÚĝĶďÚʬʦ ĽĝĕÚʦĝïʦş÷ĝĕʦ
÷·Öʦ·ďûÏûĽʬʦ÷·ÖʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦÏÚÚĖʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʦ·ďĝĖÚʫ
Another striking example of such prosecutions is the case of Aleksandr Ponomarenkoʬʦ·ĖʦÚŅ÷-
ĖûÐʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦ�÷ÚÐ÷Ėť·ʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʦşûŅ÷ʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦ
in the attack on Dagestan by Basaev’s armed group and has been held on remand ever since. 
Apart from the extremely weak evidence based on testimony obtained under tortureʬʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʦ
ĽŅ·ĖÖĽʦĝŊŅʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĖÖ·ĹÖûĽÚÖʦĖ·ŅŊĹÚʦĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʬʦŊĖĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦÖ·ĖðÚĹʦŅĝʦĽĝÐû-
ÚŅťʦĶĝĽÚÖʦÏťʦ}ĝĖĝĕ·ĹÚĖČĝʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦʊʏʦťÚ·ĹĽʦĝďÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŅûĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦş÷ĝʬʦ
ÖÚĽĶûŅÚʦÏÚûĖðʦď·ÏÚďďÚÖʦ·ʦĹ·ÖûÐ·ďʦEĽď·ĕûĽŅʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦş·Ľʦ·ʦChristian at the time of his ar-
ĹÚĽŅʬʦŅĝðÚŅ÷ÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĽŅʦĝïʦ÷ûĽʦï·ĕûďťʫ
$ĸŊ·ďďťʦûĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖŅʦûĽʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĖĝŅʦĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦĝĖʦÐûŞûďû·ĖʦŅ·ĹðÚŅĽʬʦ
ĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦĝĖʦTûŭďť·Ĺʦ·ĖÖʦ�ŊÖÚĖĖĝŞĽČʬʦ·ĹÚʦûĖʦï·ÐŅʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦĽĝďÚďťʦïĝĹʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĖðʦûĖʦ÷ĝĽ-
tilities. They were arbitrarily excluded from the amnesty for former members of illegal armed 
groups by having offences of banditism (Article 209 RCC) or armed rebellion (Article 279 RCC) 
ûĕĶŊŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úĕʫʦ�ŊÐ÷ʦ·ʦĽÚďÚÐŅûŞÚʦ·ĶĶĹĝ·Ð÷ʦ ďĝĝČĽʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹďťʦĹûÖûÐŊďĝŊĽʦş÷ÚĖʦ·ʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦ
Ķ·ĹŅʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�÷ÚÐ÷ÚĖʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐ˓Ľʦ ĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦ ïĝĹÐÚĽʬʦĕĝĽŅʦĝïʦ ûŅĽʦ ďÚ·ÖÚĹĽ÷ûĶʦ·ĖÖʦ�·ĕŭ·ĖʦT·ÖťĹĝŞʦ
himself committed similar acts.

3.10.5. Prosecution of the Ufa Marxists 
dïʦ ÐĝŊĹĽÚʬʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ ·ĹÚʦ ĖĝŅʦ ĝĖďťʦ ÖûĹÚÐŅÚÖʦ ·Ņʦ]ŊĽďûĕĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ïĝďďĝşÚĹĽʦ ĝïʦ ĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ ĹÚďûðûĝĖĽʬʦ
ÏŊŅʦ·ďĽĝʦ·ŅʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʦĝïʦĽÚÐŊď·ĹʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ÷ĝĕÚĽʦĝïʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦ
ʊʋʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦşÚĹÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚÖʦûĖʦ�ï·ʦĝĖʦʋʎʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʫʦ�Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĽŊďŅʬʦűŞÚʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦĝïʦ·ʦMarxist circle were 
ÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʭʦ«ŊĹťʟ$űĕĝŞʬʦPavel MatisovʬʦRinat BurkeevʬʦAleksei Dmitrievʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦ�·Ľ÷-
kortostan’s Legislative Assembly Dmitry Chuvilinʫʦ �ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐûĹÐďÚʦ
ş·Ľʦ ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦ Ķď·ĖĖûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŞûĝďÚĖŅʦ Ņ·ČÚĝŞÚĹʦ ĝïʦ ĶĝşÚĹʫʦ �÷Úʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦ ÖÚÐď·ĹÚÖʦ ]·ŅûĽĝŞʬʦ
ş÷ĝʦïĝŊð÷ŅʦûĖʦ ĝĖÏ·ĽĽʦûĖʦʋʉʊʍʦûĖʦĝĖÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĽŅʦW^�ʦÏ·ŅŅ·ďûĝĖĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽÚĹʦĝïʦ·ʦŅÚĹ-
rorist group. He has been charged with organising the activities of a terrorist group (Article 
205.4, Part 1, RCCˉʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦðĹĝŊĶʦ
(Article 205.4, Part 2, RCCˉʫʦEĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦ$űĕĝŞʦ·ĖÖʦ ĕûŅĹûÚŞʦşÚĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦĝĶÚĖʦûĖ-
citement of terrorism (Article 205.2, Part 2, RCC). All the defendants are being held in custody. 
EĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ�÷ŊŞûďûĖʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦïĹĝĕʦ·Ėʦ9��ʦÐĝďĝĖÚďʦş÷ĝʦĶĹĝĕûĽÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷ÚʦşĝŊďÖʦ
‘ÐĹÚ·ŅÚʟĶĹĝÏďÚĕĽʟïĝĹʟ÷ûĕ.’
 ÚŅ·ûďĽʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ ·ĹÚʦ ď·ĹðÚďťʦ ûĖ·ÐÐÚĽĽûÏďÚʦ ·ŅʦĶĹÚĽÚĖŅʬʦ ÏŊŅʦşÚʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹʦ ûŅʦ ÷ûð÷ďťʦ ďûČÚďťʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ
there will prove to be evidence of unlawfulness and political motivation. The case stands 
out for the way it appears to be directed against representatives of left-wing statist views.

https://telegra.ph/Dela-postavleny-na-potok-Ocherednoj-sud-po-delu-o-napadenie-na-pskovskih-desantnikov-v-2000-godu-01-09
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5798300
https://zona.media/article/2021/08/13/khattab
https://memohrc.org/ru/news_old/sochinca-obvinyayut-v-uchastii-v-reyde-shamilya-basaeva-na-dagestan-proizoshedshem-22-goda
https://ovd.news/express-news/2023/01/18/v-ufe-prodlili-arest-chlenam-marksistskogo-kruzhka-obvinyaemym-po-delu-o
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3.10.6. The prosecution of strike ball players 
from Yuzho-Sakhalinsk 
dĖʦ ʊʌʦ RŊĖÚʦ Ņ÷Úʦ 9ûĹĽŅʦ $·ĽŅÚĹĖʦ  ûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ]ûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ �ĝŊĹŅʦ found Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk residents 
�ďÚČĽ·ĖÖĹʟTĝŭûĖ and Arseny Lesnoi guilty in the case of a ‘terrorist group’ and sentenced them 
Ņĝʦʊʒʦ·ĖÖʦʊʑʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦ ûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦĹÚĽĶÚÐŅûŞÚďťʫʦTĝŭûĖʦş·ĽʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦĝïʦĝĹð·ĖûĽûĖðʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ
group (Article 205.4, Part 1ʬʦ ûĖʦÐĝĖĉŊĖÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦArticle 33, Part 3, RCCˉʬʦĝĹð·ĖûĽûĖðʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦ
for terrorist activity (Article 205.1, Part 4ʬʦûĖʦÐĝĖĉŊĖÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦArticle 33, Part 3, RCCˉʬʦĽŅĝĹ·ðÚʦ
of explosives (Article 222.1, Part 1, RCCˉʬʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅÚÖʦĽŅĝĹ·ðÚʦĝïʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚĽʦˈArticle 222.1, Part 
1ʬʦ ûĖʦÐĝĖĉŊĖÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦArticle 30, Part 3, RCC) and manufacture of explosives (Article 223.1, 
Part 1, RCC). Lesnoi was charged with participation in a terrorist group ( Article 205.4, Part 2, 
RCCˉʬʦĽŅĝĹ·ðÚʦĝïʦşÚ·ĶĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚĽʦˈArticle 222.1, Part 1ʬʦ·ĖÖʦArticle 221.1 RCCˉʬʦĶĹÚĶ·-
ration for the storage of explosives (Article 222.1, Part 1ʬʦûĖʦÐĝĖĉŊĖÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦArticle 30, Part 
1, RCCˉʬʦĕ·ĖŊï·ÐŅŊĹÚʦĝïʦÚŤĶďĝĽûŞÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦŊĖÖÚĹðĝûĖðʦŅĹ·ûĖûĖðʦŅĝʦÐĝĕĕûŅʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ÐŅʦˈArticle 
205.3 RCC).
TĝŭûĖʬʦWÚĽĖĝûʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅ÷ûĹÖʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦOleg SafonovʬʦşÚĹÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦĝĖʦʍʦ�ĶĹûďʦʋʉʋʉʫʦ
�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ ·ðÚĖŅĽʬʦTĝŭûĖʦ ÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦ ·ʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ ðĹĝŊĶʦ ·Ľʦ Ú·Ĺďťʦ ·Ľʦ RŊĖÚʦ
2018 with the aim of changing the constitutional system by force. All three were members 
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ$ĕÚĹðÚĖÐťʦ�·Č÷·ďûĖʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚĽÐŊÚʦŅÚ·ĕʦ·ĖÖʦĶď·ťÚÖʦĽŅĹûČÚʦÏ·ďďʫʦ}ĹûĝĹʦŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʬʦ
TĝŭûĖʦĹ·Ėʦ·ʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďûĽŅʦ$ĕÚĹðÚĖÐťʦ�·Č÷·ďûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ]ÚÖû·ʦĶŊÏďûÐʦïĝĹŊĕʦĝĖʦ¤TĝĖŅ·ČŅÚʫ
EĖʦʋʉʋʊʦ�·ïĝĖĝŞʦş·ĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦŅşĝʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ÷·ďïʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦ·ĖÖʦűĖÚÖʫ
 ÚŅ·ûďĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ĹÚʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅďťʦÏÚťĝĖÖʦĝŊĹʦĹÚ·Ð÷ʦ·ĖÖʦĖÚÚÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅÚÖʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦðÚĖ-
eral background and particulars make us doubt its merits. It is highly likely that this is an in-
stance of representatives of the right-wing conservative sector of Russian society being sub-
ject to ‘counter-terrorist’ repression. 

3.10.7. The Tiumen case 
�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦď·ĹðÚ˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦĝïʦďĝÐ·ďʦ·ĖŅûï·ĽÐûĽŅĽ˓ʦĶĹÚĕûĽÚĽʦtook placeʦûĖʦ�ûŊĕÚĖʬʦ$Č·-
ŅÚĹûĖÏŊĹðʦ·ĖÖʦ�ŊĹðŊŅʬʦĹÚĽŊďŅûĖðʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽûŤʦĶÚĝĶďÚʭʦTûĹûďďʟ�ĹûČ and Deniz Aidyn in Tiu-
ĕÚĖʬʦYury Neznamov and Daniil Cherytkovʦ ûĖʦ $Č·ŅÚĹûĖÏŊĹðʬʦ ·ĖÖʦNikita Oleinik and Roman 
Paklinʦ ûĖʦ�ŊĹðŊŅʫʦ�÷ÚʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦŅ·ČÚĖʦŅĝʦ�ûŊĕÚĖʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦş÷ÚĹÚ·ÏĝŊŅĽʦĹÚĕ·ûĖÚÖʦŊĖ-
known for a long time. Only on 4 September did Neznamov manage to get in touch through 
another individual. Oleinik has been charged with creating a terrorist group (Article 205.4, Part 
1, RCCˉʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʦşûŅ÷ʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦ·ʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦðĹĝŊĶʦˈArticle 205.4, Part 2, RCC). Brik 
and Aidyn are also suspected of manufacturing an improvised explosive device (Article 223.1, 
Part 2, RCC).
�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʬʦdďÚûĖûČʦ˒ ÐĹÚ·ŅÚÖʟ·ʟŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟðĹĝŊĶ’ because of ̀÷ûĽʟ÷·ŅĹÚÖʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟÐŊĹ-
ĹÚĖŅʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟĹÚðûĕÚʫ˓ʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ÷ÚʦûĖŞĝďŞÚÖʦ÷ûĽʦïĹûÚĖÖĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĶʦŅĝʦĉĝûĖŅ-
ly ‘Ð·ĹĹťʟĝŊŅʟŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽ˓ʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ûŊĕÚĖʬʦ�ŞÚĹÖďĝŞĽČʦT÷·ĖŅť˂]·ĖĽûʦ�ŊŅĝĖĝĕĝŊĽʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʫ

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/06/13/troim-straykbolistam-iz-yuzhno-sahalinska-vynesli-prigovory-po-delu-o
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/06/na-urale-arestovali-shesteryh-antifashistov
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�÷Úʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚʦ�ĹûČʦ·ĖÖʦ�ûÖťĖʦ·Ľʦ˒ĕ·ĖŊï·ÐŅŊĹÚĹĽ’ of explosives. They 
allege that an improvised explosive device was found in their possession during the search. Ac-
ÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦŅşĝʦûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅÚĽŅʦûŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûÐûĖûŅťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ûŊĕÚĖʦÐĝĕÏûĖÚÖʦ
heat and power plant.
 ŊĹûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ ď·şʦ ÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ ĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ ĽÚûŭÚÖʦ ĖĝĖ˂ďÚŅ÷·ďʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĽĕĝĝŅ÷ÏĝĹÚʦ şÚ·ĶĝĖĽʦ
ûĖʦdďÚûĖûČ˓ĽʦĶĝĽĽÚĽĽûĝĖʫʦdďÚûĖûČʦÐď·ûĕĽʦ÷Úʦ÷·Ľʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŊĽÚʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦşÚ·ĶĝĖĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ
also seized electronic equipment and books and planted a bag with saltpetre.
�ʦŞÚŅÚĹûĖ·Ĺû·ĖʦïĹĝĕʦ$Č·ŅÚĹûĖÏŊĹðʬʦ�÷ÚĹŅťČĝŞʬʦş·Ľʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĶ˓ĽʦÖĝÐŅĝĹʬʦĶĹĝŞûÖûĖðʦ
its members with various substances.
The investigation’s description of the ‘terrorist group’s’ activities is extremely vague. The an-
Ņû˂ï·ĽÐûĽŅĽʦ·ĹÚʦ·ďďÚðÚÖʦŅĝʦ÷·ŞÚʦĝĹð·ĖûĽÚÖʦĽÚÐĹÚŅʦĕÚÚŅûĖðĽʬʦÖûĽÐŊĽĽÚÖʦĝŞÚĹŅ÷ĹĝşûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦðĝŞÚĹĖ-
ment and engaged in ‘ÖÚĽŅĹŊÐŅûŞÚʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽ.’
The defendants are currently being held in remand prison No. 1 in Tiumen region.
All of them have reported making confessions under torture. The Investigative Committee de-
nied Neznamov’s allegation of torture.
EĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ}·ČďûĖʦ·ĖÖʦ�÷ÚĹŅťČĝŞʦreported health problems after being held in the remand 
ĶĹûĽĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʫʦEĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦ÷Ú·ĹŅʦĶ·ûĖʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĹĕʦĶĹĝÏďÚĕĽʬʦ}·ČďûĖʦ÷·Ľʦ÷ûð÷ʦ
blood pressure and suspected diabetes. Chertykov’s health has been ‘rapidly deteriorating.’ 
He has been experiencing constant headaches and problems with his teeth. He requires vita-
ĕûĖĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦĽŅ·ïïʦĹÚïŊĽÚʦŅĝʦðûŞÚʦ÷ûĕʫ
Even the defence lawyers have encountered obstacles in this case. We know that the law en-
ïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦĶŊŅʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʦĝĖʦ}·ČďûĖʦŅĝʦwaive his right to a defence counsel by consent. 
EĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦïĝŊĹʦÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦď·şťÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦmade to sign non-disclosure agreements. They are for-
ÏûÖÖÚĖʦŅĝʦÖûĽÐďĝĽÚʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚďûĕûĖ·ĹťʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦĖĝʦĖÚşʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďĽʦ
÷·ŞÚʦÚĕÚĹðÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦĽûĖÐÚʦûŅĽʦûĖÐÚĶŅûĝĖʫʦ�÷Úʦď·şťÚĹĽʦÏÚďûÚŞÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦÏťʦÖĝûĖðʦŅ÷ûĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽ-
tigation wants to hide both the indications of torture and the lack of real evidence. 

3.10.8. Individuals remanded in custody for 
allegedly preparing school shootings 
EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ·ĽʦûĖʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦĶĹÚŞÚĖŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČĽʦÏťʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖʦ·ĖÖʦĽŅŊÖÚĖŅĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚĕ-
ûĽÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÚÖŊÐ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅĽʬʦČĖĝşĖʦ·ĽʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďʦĽ÷ĝĝŅûĖðĽʬʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦŅĝʦïĝÐŊĽʦĶĹû-
marily on criminal offences. While not contesting the need to combat these kinds of particu-
ď·ĹďťʦÖ·ĖðÚĹĝŊĽʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦ ûĖŞĝďŞûĖðʦĕ·ĽĽʦČûďďûĖðĽʦĝïʦÐ÷ûďÖĹÚĖʦ·ĖÖʦ·ÖĝďÚĽÐÚĖŅĽʬʦşÚʦĖÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʦ
believe that attempts to prevent them in recent years have been associated with excessive 
criminal prosecution of minors.
ʋʉʋʋʦĽ·şʦĹÚðŊď·ĹʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅÚÖʦĽÐ÷ĝĝďʦ Ľ÷ĝĝŅûĖðʦÐ·ĽÚĽʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ ïĝĹʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦ
ĝïʦ ĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʬʦ ĖĝŅʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĹ·ÐČÖĝşĖʦ ĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦ ĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦ ĶĹÚĽĽʬʦ şÚʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ ĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦ
little information about new cases of clearly fabricated prosecutions of minors. This makes 
ûŅʦÖûïűÐŊďŅʦ ïĝĹʦŊĽʦ Ņĝʦ ĉŊÖðÚʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʦ ûĖʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ďďʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĕĝĹÚʦÖûïűÐŊďŅʦ Ņĝʦ ûÖÚĖŅûïťʦĶĝ-

https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/10/zaderzhannye-na-urale-antifashisty-rasskazali-o-primenenii-k-nim-pytok
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/17/sk-otkazalsya-vozbuzhdat-delo-o-pytkah-figuranta-dela-uralskih-antifashistov
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/11/17/sk-otkazalsya-vozbuzhdat-delo-o-pytkah-figuranta-dela-uralskih-antifashistov
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/21/dvoe-figurantov-dela-uralskih-antifashistov-rasskazali-ob-uhudshenii
https://ovd.news/express-news/2023/02/27/figurant-dela-uralskih-antifashistov-otkazalsya-ot-advokata-kotorogo-emu
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/12/09/s-chetyreh-advokatov-figurantov-dela-uralskih-antifashistov-vzyali-podpiski
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tential perpetrators of such attacks among the subculture of teenagers who are interested 
in this phenomenon. Law enforcement agencies do not as a matter of principle set themselves 
ĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĖʦĝÏĉÚÐŅûŞÚʬʦ·Ľʦevidenced by the Russian Supreme Court’s designation of the Columbine 
ĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ĽʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦĝĖʦʋʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʫʦ�÷ûĽʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦĽŅĹûČÚĽʦŊĽʦ·Ľʦ·ĖʦĝŞÚĹĽûĕĶďûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĹÚ·ďûŅťʦ
ĽÚŅŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÐÚĖÚʦïĝĹʦ·Ėʦ·ĹŅûűÐû·ďʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦĝŊŅʦĝïʦï·ŞĝŊĹʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹû-
ties and of a large part of network communities. This is linked to the fact that the ‘movement’ 
÷·ĽʦĖĝʦĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʬʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝĹʦďÚ·ÖÚĹĽ÷ûĶʬʦĽûĕûď·ĹʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ}ĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽ˓ʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĖûŅťʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ
ĽŊÏÐŊďŅŊĹÚʬʦŅ÷·Ņʦş·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ·ĽʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦ·ďĽĝʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦ ˒ĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅ˓ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
has not prevented law enforcement agencies from accusing prisoners of mass participation 
ûĖʦûŅʫʦ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʬʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ÐČÖĹĝĶʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦûĽʦ·ʦŅÚĖÖÚĖÐťʦŅĝʦ·ĹŅûű-
cially group together supporters of Columbine with ‘Ukrainian Nazi’ organisations. For exam-
ĶďÚʬʦ·ʦŅÚÚĖ·ðÚĹʦÏĝĹĖʦûĖʦʋʉʉʎʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦ�ĝÐ÷ûʦûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦʋʉʋʋʦ·ĖÖʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅÚĹûĖðʦ
�ĝďŊĕÏûĖÚ˓ĽʦĝĖďûĖÚʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦŅĝʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷Úʦ÷·Öʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ
ÐûŅûŭÚĖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĖûÐČĖ·ĕÚʦ�Úď·ť·ʦ�ĝŭ·ʫʦdĖʦʏʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦstated that ‘ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʟ·ĖÖʟûĖ-
ŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖĽʟ÷·ŞÚʟÏÚÚĖʟÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʟûĖʟʆʈʟĹÚðûĝĖĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟʃʊʉʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟÐûŅû-
ŭÚĖĽʟş÷ĝʟ·ĹÚʟĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʟûĖʟĝĖďûĖÚʟÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅûÚĽʟĽŊĶĶĝĹŅûĖðʟŅ÷ÚʟûÖÚĝďĝðťʟĝïʟĕ·ĽĽʟĕŊĹÖÚĹʟ·ĖÖʟ·Ö-
ĕûĖûĽŅÚĹÚÖʟÏťʟĕĝÖÚĹ·ŅĝĹĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ĝďŊĕÏûĖÚʟŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʟĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʟ·ĖÖʟŅ÷Úʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʟĹ·ÖûÐ·ďʟðĹĝŊĶʟ
]·Ėû·ÐĽʧʟ]ŊĹÖÚĹʟ�ŊďŅʬ˓ʦ·ʦðĹĝŊĶʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ďĽĝʬʦĶĹĝÏ·ÏďťʬʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦÚŤûĽŅʬʦ·ďŅ÷ĝŊð÷ʦŅ÷·ŅʦûĽʦĽĝĕÚŅ÷ûĖðʦ
ş÷ûÐ÷ʦ ÷·Ľʦ ĖĝŅʦ ĶĹÚŞÚĖŅÚÖʦ ď·şʦ ÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ ĝïűÐû·ďĽʦ ïĹĝĕʦ ĹÚðŊď·Ĺďťʦ ĹÚĶĝĹŅûĖðʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦhundreds 
of its supporters have been arrested since 2021.

3.11. Prosecutions for treason and 
espionag 
EĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦŊĽÚʦArticle 275 (‘Treason’) and Article 276 (‘Espionage’) 
of the Russian Criminal Code as tools for politically motivated prosecutions. These articles 
·ĹÚʦĽûĕûď·ĹʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦûĖŅÚĖŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖďťʦÖûïïÚĹÚĖÐÚʦÏÚûĖðʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦ·ĶĶďûÚĽʦŅĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦ
and the latter to foreigners.
The main feature of ‘espionage’ cases is the total lack of transparency of the investigation 
and the court proceedings. This is one of the reasons for low public awareness about them. 
As it is usually impossible to obtain complete and objective information about treason and espi-
ĝĖ·ðÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦĝïŅÚĖʦ÷·ĽʦÖûïűÐŊďŅťʦûĖʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽûĖðʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦ·ĽʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫ
The number of espionage and treason cases increased sharply in 2014 with the start of the Rus-
Ľû·Ė˂�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ ÐĝĖŲûÐŅʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ðĹĝşûĖðʦ ÐĝĖïĹĝĖŅ·ŅûĝĖʦ ÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦ �ŊĽĽû·ʦ ·ĖÖʦ¥ÚĽŅÚĹĖʦ ÐĝŊĖ-
tries. The number of people convicted of offences under these articles quadrupled compared 
şûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽʦťÚ·Ĺʫʦ�ïŅÚĹʦ·ʦĽďûð÷ŅʦĹÚÖŊÐŅûĝĖʦûĖʦʋʉʊʐʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ʦĕĝÖÚĹ·ŅÚʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚʦ
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʉʊʑʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦĽ÷·ĹĶʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚʦ
in the number of cases under such ‘counterintelligence’ articles as divulging state secrets (Ar-
ticle 283 RCC) and illegally gaining access to state secrets (Article 283.1 RCC). This has come 
about as a result of deliberate state policy and propaganda fomenting a wartime climate in so-

https://www.rbc.ru/society/02/02/2022/61fa80e89a7947fc73792fb5
https://www.rbc.ru/society/02/02/2022/61fa80e89a7947fc73792fb5
https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/persecution/2023/1/d47502/
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/09/06/fsb-provela-obyski-u-187-uchastnikov-internet-soobshchestv-kolumbayn-i
https://zona.media/news/2021/12/13/mku
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ÐûÚŅťʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦûĕĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚʦŅĝʦ÷ŊĖŅʦĝŊŅʦ˒űïŅ÷ʦÐĝďŊĕĖûĽŅĽ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦ˒ÚĖÚĕûÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʫ˓ʦ]·ûĖŅ·ûĖûĖðʦ
this atmosphere requires a constantly growing number of new ‘spies and ‘traitors to the home-
ď·ĖÖ˓ʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅÚĹ˂ûĖŅÚďďûðÚĖÐÚʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÚĖŅ÷ŊĽû·ĽŅûÐ·ďďťʦÚĕÏ·ĹČÚÖʦĝĖʦ·ʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊĝŊĽʦ
fabrication of criminal cases that criminalises quite legitimate actions of the accused.
We believe that the conveyor belt of ‘espionage’ cases is used by the authorities to consolidate 
their power. This way the FSB creates a false appearance of being engaged in work of great 
Ė·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦûĕĶĝĹŅ·ĖÐÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦÚĖĽŊĹÚʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĝşĖʦÐ·ĹÚÚĹʦĶĹĝĕĝŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦűĖ·ĖÐû·ďʦ
gain. A number of ‘counterintelligence’ articles of the Criminal Code have been used very ac-
tively to prosecute Ukrainian citizens.
AccordingʦŅĝʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĽÐûÚĖŅûĽŅʦ}·ŞÚďʦWŊŭûĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅʦðÚĖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦûĽʦ·ďĽĝʦ
a result of the fact that they are ‘·ʟĶĝşÚĹïŊďʟÖûĽÐûĶďûĖ·ĹťʟŅĝĝďʟÖûĹÚÐŅÚÖʟûĖʟĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟŅ÷ĝĽÚʟ
ş÷ĝʟşĝĹČʟ ïĝĹʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ĽŅ·ŅÚʟ ûĖʟ÷ûð÷ďťʟ ĽÚĖĽûŅûŞÚʟ·ĹÚ·Ľʤʟ]ĝĹÚĝŞÚĹʥʟ Ņ÷ûĽʟ ·ĕĝÐďÚĽʟ�şĝĹÖʟ ûĽʟ ÚĕÏÚÖÖÚÖʟ
ûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĖŅÚŤŅʟĝïʟ÷ŊĖÖĹÚÖĽʟĝïʟÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟŅĹû·ďĽʟĹÚď·ŅûĖðʟŅĝʟĽŅ·ŅÚʟĽÚÐĹÚŅĽʥʟûĖʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟŅ÷ÚʟÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʟ·ď-
ş·ťĽʟ÷·ŞÚʟŅĝʟÏÚʟ·ş·ĹÚʟŅ÷·ŅʟŅ÷ûĖðĽʟÐĝŊďÖʟ÷·ŞÚʟÏÚÚĖʟĕŊÐ÷ʟşĝĹĽÚʟïĝĹʟŅ÷Úĕ.’
Luzin reached this conclusion after analysing the cases of 110 Russian citizens convicted of of-
fences under Article 275 RCCʦ ÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦ ʊʒʒʐʦ ·ĖÖʦʋʉʋʉʫʦdïʦ Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʬʦ ʎʒʦşÚĹÚʦ ïĝĹĕÚĹʦ
ĝĹʦ·ÐŅûŞÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʬʦĽŅ·ïïʦĝïʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽʦĝĹʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĽʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦď·şʦÚĖ-
ïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʬʦş÷ûďÚʦʊʑʦşĝĹČÚÖʦ·ĽʦÚĖðûĖÚÚĹĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺť˂ûĖÖŊĽŅĹû·ďʦĽÚÐŅĝĹʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĽʦĽÐû-
entists involved in defence R&D.
The potential for the arbitrary application of politically motivated charges of treason is largely 
based on the vague wording of Article 275 RCCʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦûĖʦûŅĽʦʋʉʋʋʦŞÚĹĽûĝĖʬʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚĽʦïĝĹʦĶÚĖ·ď-
ties for ‘ÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʟÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʟÏťʟ·ʟÐûŅûŭÚĖʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʥʟŅ÷ÚʟÖûĽÐďĝĽŊĹÚʟĝïʟûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʟ
ÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĖðʟ·ʟĽŅ·ŅÚʟĽÚÐĹÚŅʟ·ĖÖʟÚĖŅĹŊĽŅÚÖʟŅĝʟ·ĖʟûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʟĝĹʟĕ·ÖÚʟČĖĝşĖʟŅĝʟŅ÷ÚĕʟûĖʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝŊĹĽÚʟ
ĝïʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟĽÚĹŞûÐÚʥʟşĝĹČʥʟĽŅŊÖťʟĝĹʟûĖʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟÐ·ĽÚĽʟĶĹĝŞûÖÚÖʟïĝĹʟÏťʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʟŅĝʟ·ʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĽŅ·ŅÚʥʟ
ûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟĝĹʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟĝĹʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʟĝĹʟĶĹĝŞûÖûĖðʟűĖ·ĖÐû·ďʥʟ ďĝðûĽŅûÐ·ďʥʟ
·ÖŞûĽĝĹťʟĝĹʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʟŅĝʟ·ʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĽŅ·ŅÚʥʟûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟĝĹʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟĝĹʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟĹÚĶ-
ĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʟ·ĽʟĶ·ĹŅʟĝïʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʥʟûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʟŅĝʟŊĖÖÚĹĕûĖÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ.’
The inclusion of the wording ‘ĶĹĝŞûÖûĖðʟűĖ·ĖÐû·ďʥʟďĝðûĽŅûÐ·ďʥʟ·ÖŞûĽĝĹťʟĝĹʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʟŅĝʟ·ʟïĝĹ-
ÚûðĖʟĽŅ·ŅÚʥʟûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟĝĹʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟĝĹʟŅ÷ÚûĹʟĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚĽʟ·ĽʟĶ·ĹŅʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟ
ûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʟŅĝʟŊĖÖÚĹĕûĖÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦ ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖûĽĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦ·ďďĝşĽʬʦ ûïʦÖÚ-
ĽûĹÚÖʬʦŅĝʦïĹ·ĕÚʦŞûĹŅŊ·ďďťʦ·ĖťʦÐĝĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ĖťʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦÚĖŅûŅťʦ·ĽʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʫʦ¥÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅÚĖŅʦ
·ĖÖʦŅťĶÚĽʦĝïʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹʦŅĝʦÏÚʦŞ·ðŊÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦÏĹĝ·ÖʦďûĽŅʦĝïʦĕÚŅ÷ĝÖĽʦĝïʦÐĝĕ-
ĕûŅŅûĖðʦ·ʦÐĹûĕÚʦˈűĖ·ĖÐû·ďʬʦďĝðûĽŅûÐ·ďʬʦ·ÖŞûĽĝĹťʦ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚˉʦûĽʦĽŊĶĶďÚĕÚĖŅÚÖʦÏťʦ˒ĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚ.’ 
The concept of ‘·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʟŅĝʟŊĖÖÚĹĕûĖÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ’ is not le-
ð·ďďťʦÖÚűĖÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦ·ďďĝşĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĹĝ·ÖÚĽŅʦĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦûĖŅÚĹĶĹÚŅ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ�÷ÚʦşĝĹÖûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝŞûĽûĝĖʦ
itself makes it impossible to predict what kind of behaviour may later be judged by law enforce-
ment authorities to be criminal and does not comply with the principle of legal certainty.
Federal Law No. 260 of 14 RŊďťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦ·ĕĝĖðʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ûĖðĽʬʦÐ÷·ĖðÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦşĝĹÖûĖðʦĝïʦAr-
ticle 275 RCCʬʦûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚÖʦ·ʦĖÚşʦÐĹûĕÚʦĶĝĽûŅûĝĖÚÖʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦ˒ŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖ˓ʦ·ĖÖʦ˒ÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚ˓ʭʦ ˒Article 
ʋʐʎʫʊʦ �ĝĖűÖÚĖŅû·ďʦ ÐĝĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ ·ʦ ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚʬʦ ûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ ĝĹʦ ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖ.’ 
$ĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʟ·ĖÖʟĕ·ûĖŅÚĖ·ĖÐÚʟÏťʟ·ʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟÐûŅûŭÚĖʟĝïʟĹÚď·ŅûĝĖĽʟĝïʟÐĝĖűÖÚĖŅû·ďʟÐĝĝĶ-
ÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ʟ·ʟĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚʟĝïʟ·ʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĽŅ·ŅÚʥʟûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʟĝĹʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟĶŊĹ-
ĶĝĽÚʟĝïʟ·ĽĽûĽŅûĖðʟŅ÷ÚĕʟûĖʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟÖÚďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚďťʟûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʟŅĝʟŊĖÖÚĹĕûĖÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ
9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟ ˁûĖʟ Ņ÷Úʟ·ÏĽÚĖÐÚʟĝïʟ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʟĝïʟ·ʟ ÐĹûĕÚʟŊĖÖÚĹʟ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʉʇʟĝïʟ Ņ÷ûĽʟ�ĝÖÚ˂.’ Practically 
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·ĖťʦÐĝĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ĖťʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖʦĝĹʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅĝʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦïĝĹʦş÷·ŅÚŞÚĹʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ĺ-
ŅûÐďÚʦĝĖʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦÐ·ĖĖĝŅʦÏÚʦ·ĶĶďûÚÖʬʦïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ ûïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦÐĝĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦÐĝĖÐÚĹĖʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦ
ĽÚÐĹÚŅĽʬʦ Ð·Ėʦ ÏÚʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďûĽÚÖʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦ ·ĹŅûÐďÚʫʦ EĖʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦ ş·ťʬʦ ŞûĹŅŊ·ďďťʦ ·Ėťʦ ÚĖð·ðÚĕÚĖŅʦ şûŅ÷ʦ
ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ ÚĖŅûŅûÚĽʦ ûĽʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďûĽÚÖʫʦ $ŞÚĖʦ ûïʦ ĽŊÐ÷ʦ ÚĖð·ðÚĕÚĖŅʦ ĹÚď·ŅÚĽʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÷Ŋĕ·ĖûŅ·Ĺû·Ėʦ űÚďÖʬʦ
ûŅʦĕ·ťʬʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĶûĖûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʬʦÏÚʦÖÚďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚďťʦûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŊĖÖÚĹ-
ĕûĖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦÏÚûĖðʦĖĝʦďûĕûŅĽʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĶĹÚŅ·ŅûĝĖʦ
of the term ‘security.’ The new article provides for penalties that are as harsh as those for trea-
ĽĝĖʬʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĝïʦďûïÚʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦˈïĝĹʦÖÚŅ·ûďĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅûð÷ŅÚĖûĖðʦĝïʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʬʦ
see 4.1.1. New repressive norms of the Russian Criminal Code).
EĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝşûĖðʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ďĽĝʦûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦ˒ ÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʫ˓ʦ�·ĽÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ
ÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦŊĖÖÚĹʦÏĝŅ÷ʦĝďÖʦ·ĖÖʦĖÚşʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖ-
ŅÚŤŅʦĝïʦş·ĹʬʦÐÚĖĽĝĹĽ÷ûĶʦ·ĖÖʦĕ·ĽĽʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʬʦĝĶĶĝĹŅŊĖûŅûÚĽʦŅĝʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚʦ·ĽĽûĽ-
Ņ·ĖÐÚʦŅĝʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦ˒ÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʬ˓ʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĝŞÚĹĽûð÷ŅʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĶĝĹŅûĖðʦ
·ĖÖʦð·Ņ÷ÚĹûĖðʦĝïʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦĽŊÐ÷ʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʬʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ďďʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅďťʦĹÚÖŊÐÚÖʫ
dĖʦ ʋʐʦ 9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ }ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʦ:ÚĖÚĹ·ď˓ĽʦdïűÐÚʦpledgedʦ Ņ÷·Ņʭʦ ˒�ʟ ďÚð·ďʟ ĝĶûĖûĝĖʟşûďďʟ
ÏÚʟ ðûŞÚĖʟ ĝĖʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ï·ÐŅʟ ĝïʟ ĶĹĝŞûÖûĖðʟ űĖ·ĖÐû·ďʟ ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʟ Ņĝʟ ·ʟ ïĝĹÚûðĖʟ ĽŅ·ŅÚʟ ûĖʟ ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟ ûĖŅÚĖÖ-
ÚÖʟ Ņĝʟ ŊĖÖÚĹĕûĖÚʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʟ ĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ 9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ.’ The agency stressed that ‘ĶĹĝŞûĽûĝĖʟ
ĝïʟűĖ·ĖÐû·ďʥʟďĝðûĽŅûÐ·ďʥʟ·ÖŞûĽĝĹťʟĝĹʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʟŅĝʟ·ʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĽŅ·ŅÚʥʟĝĹʟ·ʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟ
ĝĹʟĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚʟûĖʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʟŅĝʟŊĖÖÚĹĕûĖÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ’ will 
be considered treason.
EĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŊĕĕÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ 9��ʦ ûĽĽŊÚÖʦş·ĹĖûĖðĽʦ Ņĝʦ ·Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦ ïĝŊĹʦ �ŊĽĽû·ĖĽʦ ş÷ĝʦ ŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦĕĝĖÚťʦ
to the Ukrainian Come Back Alive Foundation (a Moscow residentʦĝĖʦʊʦRŊďťʦ·ĖÖʦthree residents 
ĝïʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĹÚðûĝĖʦĝĖʦʊʒʦ�ŊðŊĽŅˉʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʬʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ˒ÐĹÚ·ŅÚʟÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʟïĝĹʟÐĝĕ-
ĕûŅŅûĖðʟ·ĖʟĝïïÚĖÐÚ’ under the treason article.
Secrecy around espionage and treason cases and the closed nature of the trials themselves 
ÐĝĖŅĹûÏŊŅÚʦŅĝʦ·ĖʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽûĖðʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦŊĖď·şïŊďʬʦÏû·ĽÚÖʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅûĝĖĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐʦÐ·ĖĖĝŅʦÏÚʦĽŊĹÚʦ
ĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅ˓ĽʦŞ·ďûÖûŅťʦĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĝïʦĝïʦðŊûďŅʫʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦÏťʦÐûŅûĖðʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚĽʦĝïʦÐĹûĕû-
Ė·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦÏÚ·ĹûĖðʦÐďÚ·ĹʦĽûðĖĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅûĝĖʬʦşÚʦĽÚÚČʦŅĝʦĽ÷ĝşʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÐĝĶÚʦ·ĖÖʦÖûŞÚĹĽûŅťʦ
ĝïʦĖÚşʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦÏÚûĖðʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʬʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦŅ÷·Ņʦ·ĹÚʦĹÚðŊď·ĹďťʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ
who do not have access to state secrets and are hardly capable of compromising the security 
of the Russian Federation.

3.11.1. Prosecutions of scientists 
Scientists have become almost the most common target of charges of treason and disclosure 
ĝïʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦĽÚÐĹÚŅĽʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦ̂ ĝŞ·ť·ʦð·ŭÚŅ·˓ĽʦÚĽŅûĕ·ŅÚĽʬʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ÐÐĝŊĖŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦ·ʦűïŅ÷ʦĝïʦ·ďďʦÐ·Ľ-
ÚĽʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʉʉʉʬʦşûŅ÷ʦĝŞÚĹʦʌʉʦĽÐûÚĖŅûĽŅĽʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦĝŞÚĹʦŅ÷·ŅʦĶÚĹûĝÖʫʦʋʉʋʋʦş·ĽʦĖĝʦÚŤÐÚĶŅûĝĖʫ
dĖʦʋʑʦRŊĖÚʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦdetainedʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷ûÚïʦĽÐûÚĖŅûűÐʦĝïűÐÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦEĖĽŅûŅŊŅÚʦĝïʦ�÷ÚĝĹÚŅûÐ·ďʦ·ĖÖʦ�Ķ-
ĶďûÚÖʦ]ÚÐ÷·ĖûÐĽʦ ˈE�}]ˉʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ûÏÚĹû·Ėʦ�Ĺ·ĖÐ÷ʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�Ð·ÖÚĕťʦĝïʦ�ÐûÚĖÐÚĽʬʦ ĝÐŅĝĹʦ
of Physical and Mathematical Sciences Anatoly Maslov in Novosibirsk. The Novosibirsk Sovet-
ĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝĹÖÚĹÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ]·ĽďĝŞʦÏÚʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦ
Ņĝʦ]ĝĽÐĝş˓ĽʦWÚïĝĹŅĝŞĝʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʫʦ�÷ÚĹÚʬʦ]·ĽďĝŞʬʦş÷ĝʦĽŊïïÚĹĽʦïĹĝĕʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÐ÷ĹĝĖûÐʦ

https://t.me/genprocrf/1719
https://zona.media/news/2022/07/04/warning
https://ria.ru/20220819/fond-1810702378.html
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5445828
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ÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʬʦÚŤĶÚĹûÚĖÐÚÖʦ·ʦÖÚŅÚĹûĝĹ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦ÷ûĽʦ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʫʦ�÷ÚʦĽÐûÚĖŅûĽŅʦş·ĽʦðûŞÚĖʦŊĹðÚĖŅʦĕÚÖûÐ·ďʦ
·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦ·ïŅÚĹʦûĖÖûÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦ·ʦ÷Ú·ĹŅʦ·ŅŅ·ÐČʫʦ ÚĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷ûĽʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÖÚĖûÚÖʦĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹťʦĕÚÖûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ
and other regular medical care.
�şĝʦÖ·ťĽʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ]·ĽďĝŞ˓ĽʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʬʦ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĽÐûÚĖŅûĽŅʦş·ĽʦdetainedʦûĖʦ^ĝŞĝĽûÏûĹĽČʦĝĖʦʌʉʦRŊĖÚʫʦ
An employee of the Laser Physics Institute of the Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy 
ĝïʦ �ÐûÚĖÐÚĽʬʦ  ĝÐŅĝĹʦ ĝïʦ }÷ťĽûÐ·ďʦ ·ĖÖʦ ]·Ņ÷Úĕ·ŅûÐ·ďʦ �ÐûÚĖÐÚĽʦ ĕûŅĹťʟ TĝďČÚĹʬʦ ş·Ľʦ ĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦ
in custody despite having fourth-stage pancreatic cancer. Three days later he died in Leforto-
Şĝʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦŅ·ČÚĖʫ
dĖʦʎʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ·ʦŅ÷ûĹÖʦĽÐûÚĖŅûĽŅʦş·Ľʦdetained there as well — head of the Institute of Theoretical 
·ĖÖʦ�ĶĶďûÚÖʦ]ÚÐ÷·ĖûÐĽʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ûÏÚĹû·Ėʦ�Ĺ·ĖÐ÷ʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�Ð·ÖÚĕťʦĝïʦ�ÐûÚĖÐÚĽʬʦ�ĽĽĝÐû-
·ŅÚʦ]ÚĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�Ð·ÖÚĕťʦĝïʦ�ÐûÚĖÐÚĽʬʦAleksandr Shipliuk. He was also transferred 
to Lefortovo later.
�÷ÚʦŅĹû·ďĽʦ·ĹÚʦÏÚûĖðʦ÷ÚďÖʦÏÚ÷ûĖÖʦÐďĝĽÚÖʦÖĝĝĹĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦď·şťÚĹĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦ÷·ÖʦŅĝʦĽûðĖʦĖĝĖ˂ÖûĽ-
ÐďĝĽŊĹÚʦ·ðĹÚÚĕÚĖŅĽʫʦ�Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĽŊďŅʬʦşÚʦÐ·ĖĖĝŅʦÚŤ·ĕûĖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐûĹÐŊĕĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝĹʦÚŞÚĖʦ
the nature of the charges. All we know is that all three were charged with treason for allegedly 
Ķ·ĽĽûĖðʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦ�÷ûĖ·ʫ
EĖʦ �ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ �ûĹĝÏûÖŭ÷·Ėʦ ÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʦ ĝĹÖÚĹÚÖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ĉŊĖûĝĹʦ ĹÚĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĹʦ ·ĖÖʦ ðÚĝÖÚĽûĽŅʦ
¤·ďÚĹťʟT·Ð÷ûĖ be remanded in custody on charges of treason. We described this case earlier. 
He was also transferred to the Lefortovo remand prison. Nothing is known about the nature 
ĝïʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ÷ûĕʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚÖû·ʦûĖÖûÐ·ŅÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦT·Ð÷ûĖʦĝĶĶĝĽÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ
on social media and supported Navalny and the protests in Belarus.
TĝďČÚĹʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖďťʦĽÐûÚĖŅûĽŅʦş÷ĝĽÚʦÖÚ·Ņ÷ʦş·ĽʦĶĹÚÐûĶûŅ·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʫ
Physicist �ĝĕ·ĖʟTĝŞ·ďÚŞʬʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦĽÚŞÚĖʦťÚ·ĹĽʦïĝĹʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʬʦpassed awayʦûĖʦ�ĶĹûďʫʦTĝŞ·ďÚŞʬʦ
a former head of the Heat Transfer and Aerogasdynamics Centre of the Central Research Insti-
ŅŊŅÚʦĝïʦ]ÚÐ÷·ĖûÐ·ďʦ$ĖðûĖÚÚĹûĖðʬʦ ĝÐŅĝĹʦĝïʦ}÷ťĽûÐ·ďʦ·ĖÖʦ]·Ņ÷Úĕ·ŅûÐ·ďʦ�ÐûÚĖÐÚĽʬʦş·ĽʦĽŊïïÚĹûĖðʦ
from cancer and was released from prison for health reasons two weeks before his death.
Dr Valery Mitkoʬʦ·ĖʦÚŤĶÚĹŅʦûĖʦ÷ťÖĹĝ·ÐĝŊĽŅûÐĽʬʦïĝŊĖÖÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹÐŅûÐʦ}ŊÏďûÐʦ�Ð·Ö-
Úĕťʦĝïʦ�ÐûÚĖÐÚĽʬʦdied in October. The case against the 81-year-old scientist had been brought 
ûĖʦÚ·ĹďťʦʋʉʋʉʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦşĝĹČûĖðʦïĝĹʦ�÷ûĖÚĽÚʦûĖŅÚďďûðÚĖÐÚʫʦ�ûĖÐÚʦŅ÷ÚĖʬʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ
house arrest without the right to leave his house to take a walk. The FSB suspected Mitko 
ĝïʦð·Ņ÷ÚĹûĖðʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ·ʦ˒military nature.’ Upon his return from a business trip 
Ņĝʦ�÷ûĖ·ʬʦ·ʦÖĝÐŊĕÚĖŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚʦĝïʦĽŊÏĕ·ĹûĖÚĽʦş·ĽʦïĝŊĖÖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÐûÚĖŅûĽŅ˓ĽʦďŊðð·ðÚʫʦ
�÷ÚʦĽÐûÚĖŅûĽŅʦÖÚĖûÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʬʦÐď·ûĕûĖðʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦĝÏŅ·ûĖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·Ņ·ʦïĹĝĕʦĝĶÚĖʦĽĝŊĹÐÚĽʦ
and used it in his lectures.

3.11.2. Other new prosecutions for espionage 
EĖʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ ĕûŅĹťʟTŊďûČĝŞ was detainedʦûĖʦ¤ď·ÖûŞĝĽŅĝČʬʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦ
ŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦ·ʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ʦŅ÷·Ņʦş·ĽʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦşÚĹÚʦ·ʦĶ÷ĝŅĝ-
ðĹ·Ķ÷ʦĝïʦ·ʦÐĝĕÏûĖÚÖʦ÷Ú·Ņʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝşÚĹʦĶď·ĖŅʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦĶ·ĽĽÚÖʦŅĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦûĖŅÚďďûðÚĖÐÚʫʦTŊďûČĝŞʦ
espoused anti-government views and opposed the war against Ukraine.

https://meduza.io/news/2022/07/03/umer-uchenyy-dmitriy-kolker-arestovannyy-po-delu-o-gosizmene
https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-62437370
https://www.svoboda.org/a/uchenogo-geodezista-valeriya-kachina-arestovali-po-delu-o-gosizmene/32164467.html
https://www.dw.com/ru/skonchalsja-osuzhdennyj-za-gosizmenu-fizik-roman-kovalev/a-61611813
https://www.dw.com/ru/umer-obvinavsijsa-v-gosizmene-ucenyj-valerij-mitko/a-63315204
https://theins.live/news/255152


193

�÷Úʦ űĹĽŅʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ Article 275.1 RCC was brought against 39-year-old Penza resident 
Pavel Pishchulinʫʦ�÷Úʦ÷Ú·ÖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦďûŅŅďÚ˂ČĖĝşĖʦďÚïŅ˂şûĖðʦĶ·ŅĹûĝŅûÐʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ�ĝÐû·ďʦ
Unity was detained in Moscow and remanded in custody by Lefortovsky district court on 18 Oc-
tober. The circumstances of his case are unknown. Pishchulin had condemned the war against 
Ukraine and called Russian military mobilisation illegal.
EĖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʬʦşÚʦďÚ·ĹĖÚÖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦűďûĖð of charges for attempted treason against Igor Pokusin 
ïĹĝĕʦ�Ï·Č·ĖʬʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖÚÖʦearlierʫʦ�ĽʦĖĝŅÚÖʦÚ·ĹďûÚĹʬʦ}ĝČŊĽûĖʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦÏ·ÐČʦûĖʦRŊďťʦş÷ûďÚʦŅĹť-
ûĖðʦŅĝʦŲťʦŅĝʦ�ĽŅ·Ė·ʫʦ�÷Úʦ9��ʦÏÚďûÚŞÚʦŅ÷ûĽʦÚďÖÚĹďťʦĕ·ĖʦûĖʦĖĝŅʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹďťʦðĝĝÖʦ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʦş·ĽʦĶď·Ė-
ning to travel to Ukraine and join the Ukrainian armed forces.
�ĝş·ĹÖĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦťÚ·ĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦbrought another case under Article 275.1 RCC. St. Pe-
tersburg activist  ·ĖûûďʟTĹûĖ·Ĺû was detained in the Belarusian town of Hrodna on 21 Decem-
ÏÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹÚÖʦŅĝʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽÚÐĹÚŅďťʦÐĝĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĖðʦ
with Ukraine and promoting activities intended to undermine the security of the Russian Fed-
ÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ�ÚïĝĹÚʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĖ·ŅûĝĖşûÖÚʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚðŊĖʬʦ÷ûĽʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ
was searched in connection with a deliberately false report of a terrorist act (Article 207 RCC). 
The activist remains a suspect in that case.
We also note that ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʟT·Ĺ·ʻ]ŊĹŭ· was charged with treason (Article 275 RCC) in Octo-
ÏÚĹʬʦ·ďĝĖðʦşûŅ÷ʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦĽĶĹÚ·ÖûĖðʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦČĖĝşĖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦï·ďĽÚʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽ-
sian army (Article 207.3 RCC) and organising activities of an ‘ŊĖÖÚĽûĹ·ÏďÚ’ organisation (Arti-
cle 284.1 RCC). The politician was charged with treason for criticising the Russian authorities 
·ŅʦĶŊÏďûÐʦÚŞÚĖŅĽʦûĖʦWûĽÏĝĖʬʦAÚďĽûĖČûʦ·ĖÖʦ¥·Ľ÷ûĖðŅĝĖʫ

3.11.3. The prosecution of Ivan Safronov 
EŞ·Ėʦ�·ïĹĝĖĝŞʬʦÐ÷ûÚïʦ·ÖŞûĽĝĹʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĝĽÐĝĽĕĝĽʦ�ĝĹĶĝĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦĶĝďûÐťʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦ
TĝĕĕÚĹĽ·ĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦ¤ÚÖĝĕĝĽŅûʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʦş·ĽʦdetainedʦĝĖʦʐʦRŊďťʦʋʉʋʉʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦÐĝď-
laborating with Czech intelligence. His lawyer Ivan Pavlov was subjected to constant pressure 
and was forced to leave Russia because of a criminal charge of disclosing materials of the prelim-
ûĖ·ĹťʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʫʦ9ĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦ÷ûĽʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʬʦ�·ïĹĝĖĝŞʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦĕ·ČûĖðʦ
·ĖÖʦĹÚÐÚûŞûĖðʦĶ÷ĝĖÚʦÐ·ďďĽʦĝĹʦŞûĽûŅĽʦïĹĝĕʦ÷ûĽʦĕĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦű·ĖÐÛÚʦ·ĖÖʦş·ĽʦĽŅĹûĶĶÚÖʦĝïʦ÷ûĽʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦ
ĝïʦÐĝĹĹÚĽĶĝĖÖÚĖÐÚʦûĖʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊʫʦ�·ïĹĝĖĝŞ˓ĽʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦðĹĝŊĶʦ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʦŅ÷ûĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·Ņʬʦ
÷·ŞûĖðʦûĖĽŊïűÐûÚĖŅʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʬʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦïĝĹÐÚʦSafronov to admit his guilt by sub-
ĉÚÐŅûĖðʦ÷ûĕʦŅĝʦÐĝĖĽŅ·ĖŅʦĶĹÚĽĽŊĹÚʫʦEĖʦ}·ŞďĝŞ˓ĽʦĝĶûĖûĝĖʬʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽÚÖʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦ÷ûĽʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦÚĕûðĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ9��ʦ·ĹÚʦŅĹťûĖðʦŅĝʦĶĝĹŅĹ·ťʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĹÖûĖ·Ĺťʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽĕʦ·ĽʦÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʬʦŅ÷ŊĽʦĽÚŅŅûĖðʦ
a precedent to bring future pressure on the media.
EĖʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅ˓Ľʦ ď·şťÚĹĽʦşÚĹÚʦ ïĝĹÏûÖÖÚĖʦŅĝʦÐĝĶťʦ·ĖÖʦĕ·ČÚʦĖĝŅÚĽʦş÷ûďÚʦşĝĹČûĖðʦ
ĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ űďÚʦ ˈ·ĶĶĹĝŤûĕ·ŅÚďťʦ ʋʉʬʉʉʉʦ Ķ·ðÚĽˉʫʦ �÷ûĽʦ ĹŊďûĖðʦ ş·Ľʦ ĕ·ÖÚʦ Ïťʦ WÚïĝĹŅĝ-
ŞĝʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦ ÐĝŊĹŅʫʦ W·ŅÚĹʬʦ ·ʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ Ð·ĽÚʦş·Ľʦ ÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ ĝïʦ �·ïĹĝĖĝŞ˓Ľʦ ď·şťÚĹĽʬʦ
Dmitry Talantov (see details of his prosecution above).
dĖʦʋʒʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦ}ĹĝÚČŅʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦput the indictment from Safronov’s clas-
ĽûűÚÖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦűďÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐʦÖĝĕ·ûĖʫ

https://www.currenttime.tv/a/rf-delo-o-sotrudnichestve/32089813.html
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/rf-delo-o-sotrudnichestve/32089813.html
https://paperpaper.io/papernews/2022/12/22/v-belarusi-zaderzhali-peterburgskogo/
https://ovd.news/story/delo-ivana-safronova
https://www.proekt.media/narrative/delo-ivana-safronova/
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�÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦÖĝÐŊĕÚĖŅĽʦ ĹÚŞÚ·ďÚÖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅʬʦ ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦ ĹÚÐĹŊûŅÚÖʦ Ïťʦ�ŭÚÐ÷ʦ ûĖŅÚďďû-
ðÚĖÐÚʦûĖʦʋʉʊʋʬʦş·Ľʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʭ

• preparing six reports for Martin Larish on the Russian Federation’s technical and mil-
ûŅ·ĹťʦÐĝ˂ĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦÐĝŊĖŅĹûÚĽʦûĖʦ�ïĹûÐ·ʬʦŅ÷Úʦ]ûÖÖďÚʦ$·ĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�·ďČ·Ėʦ}ÚĖûĖĽŊď·ʦ
ûĖʦÚŤÐ÷·ĖðÚʦïĝĹʦĹÚÐÚûŞûĖðʦʑʐʬʊʉʉʦÚŊĹĝĽʦ·ĖÖʦʑʉʬʎʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦûĖʦʋʉʊʐ˂ʋʉʊʑʮ

• sending an analytical report to Demuri Voronin in December 2015 on the par-
ŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦŅĹĝĝĶĽʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦűð÷ŅûĖðʦûĖʦ�ťĹû·ʦûĖʦÚŤÐ÷·ĖðÚʦïĝĹʦ˲ʋʍʑʦşûĹÚÖʦ
to him via Western Union.

 ÚĽĶûŅÚʦ�·ïĹĝĖĝŞ˓ĽʦÚŞûÖÚĖŅʦûĖĖĝÐÚĖÐÚʬʦĝĖʦʎʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦïĝŊĖÖʦ÷ûĕʦðŊûďŅťʦĝĖʦÏĝŅ÷ʦ
ÐĝŊĖŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ÷ûĕʦŅĝʦʋʋʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĽŅĹûÐŅʦĹÚðûĕÚʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦűĖÚʦĝïʦʎʉʉʬʉʉʉʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʫ
The Project ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ has recognised Ivan Safronov as a political prisoner.

3.12. Supporters of the Belarusian 
opposition 
�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĹûððÚÖʦÚďÚÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦĕ·ĽĽʦĶÚ·ÐÚïŊďʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦûĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦʋʉʋʉʬʦ·ʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖʦĝïʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ
ŊĖïĝďÖÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʦĝïʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽʬʦĹÚ·Ð÷ûĖðʦ·ĖʦŊĖĶĹÚÐÚÖÚĖŅÚÖʦĽÐ·ďÚʦÚŞÚĖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĖÖ·ĹÖĽʦ
ĝïʦ·ʦÐĝŊĖŅĹťʦşûŅ÷ʦ·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅ·Ĺû·ĖʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚðûĕÚʫʦ�ťʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦşÚĹÚʦʊʬʍʍʏʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ
ĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦûĖʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅťʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦʑʑʒʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ·ĽʦĶĝďûŅ-
ûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦûĖʦŅ÷·ŅʦťÚ·Ĺʦ·ďĝĖÚʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ¤ť·ĽĖ·ʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʬʦʌʬʐʑʏʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ
÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďďťʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʬʦ·ĖÖʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦʌʎʬʉʉʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦĉ·ûďʦŅÚĹĕĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ·Ö-
ministrative law in connection with the 2020 events by the beginning of 2023.
]·Ėťʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽû·ĖĽʬʦŅ·ČûĖðʦ·ÖŞ·ĖŅ·ðÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÏĽÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦÏĝĹÖÚĹʦÐĝĖŅĹĝďĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝĹÖÚĹʦşûŅ÷ʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ
·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚťʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦĹÚĸŊûĹÚʦ·ʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦĶ·ĽĽĶĝĹŅʦŅĝʦÐĹĝĽĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝĹÖÚĹʬʦ÷·ŞÚʦŲÚÖʦŅĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ
ŅĝʦÚĽÐ·ĶÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅĽʬʦďÚĖðŅ÷ťʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʬʦĕŊĹÖÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʫʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ÷·ĽʬʦĶĹÚÖûÐŅ-
·ÏďťʬʦĖĝŅʦĶĹĝŞÚÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦ·ʦĽ·ïÚʦ÷·ŞÚĖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷Úĕʫʦ]·Ėťʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽû·ĖʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦ
ÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦ÷·ŞûĖðʦÏÚÚĖʦûĖûŅû·ďďťʦ÷ÚďÖʦûĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦĶĹûĽĝĖĽʬʦĽûĖÐÚʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʉʫ
�÷ÚʦĽÐ·ďÚʦĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĕĶďÚŅÚʦÖÚĽŅĹŊÐŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖÖÚĶÚĖÖÚĖŅʦÏ·Ĺʬʦĕ·ĽĽʦĕÚÖû·ʬʦ÷Ŋ-
man rights organisations and blogosphere in Belarus have resulted in few details being available 
about many of the cases. It is highly likely that we do not know the real number of people extra-
dited by the Russian authorities or abducted by Belarusan security forces on Russian territory.
�÷Úʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽʦ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʦ:ÚĖÚĹ·ďʦ�ĖÖĹÚûʦ�÷ŞÚÖʦĽŅ·ŅÚÖʦĝĖʦʋʎʦR·ĖŊ·Ĺťʭʦ˒�÷ûĽʟťÚ·Ĺʟ·ďĝĖÚʥʟĶĝĽûŅûŞÚʟ
ÖÚÐûĽûĝĖĽʟ÷·ŞÚʟÏÚÚĖʟŅ·ČÚĖʟŅĝʟÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅÚʟʄʇʟûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʥʟÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʟĝïʟ�Úď·ĹŊĽʥʟş÷ĝʟÐĝĕ-
ĕûŅŅÚÖʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʤʟʃʈʟĶÚĝĶďÚʟ÷·ŞÚʟ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʟÏÚÚĖʟÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅÚÖ.’ He added that the Belarusian 
ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓Ľʦ ĝïűÐÚʦ÷·Öʦ ĽÚĖŅʦ ĽûŤʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ Ð·ĽÚĽʦ Ņĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ ˒ïĝĹʟ ûĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĖðʟ ĶĹĝÐÚÚÖûĖðĽʟ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟ
ÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ’ and that ‘ĽĝĕÚʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚĽÚʟÐ·ĽÚĽʟ÷·ŞÚʟ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʟÏÚÚĖʟÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʥʟ
Ė·ĕÚďťʥʟ·ʟ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʟÐûŅûŭÚĖʟş·ĽʟÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʟûĖʟT·ŭ·ĖʟïĝĹʟûĖĽŊďŅûĖðʟ·ĖʟĝïűÐû·ďʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�Úď·ĹŊĽû·Ėʟ]ûĖ-
istry of Internal Affairsʫ˓ʦ EĖʦ ·ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ ûĖŅÚĹŞûÚşʬʦ �÷ŞÚÖʦ ĽĶÚÐûűÚÖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦ ûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʦ
was 42 years old and that he had been sentenced to a term of imprisonment.

https://memopzk.org/figurant/safronov-ivan-ivanovich/


195

�ĖïĝĹŅŊĖ·ŅÚďťʬʦşÚʦČĖĝşʦĝïʦï·ĹʦïÚşÚĹʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝïʦÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦ÷·ŞÚʦ·ďĕĝĽŅʦ
Ėĝʦ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽûŤʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦ ĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦÏťʦ�÷ŞÚÖʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĝĖÐÚʦ
·ð·ûĖʦÐĝĖűĹĕĽʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖÐĝĕĶďÚŅÚĖÚĽĽʦĝïʦĝŊĹʦďûĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽûĖðʦÖûïűÐŊďŅťʦĝïʦð·Ņ÷ÚĹûĖðʦÖ·Ņ·ʦ
given the growing repression in Russia and Belarus.
¥Úʦ ·ĹÚʦ ·ďĽĝʦ ·ş·ĹÚʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦ ïĹĝĕʦ�ŭÏÚČûĽŅ·Ėʬʦ �·ĉûČûĽŅ·Ėʦ ·ĖÖʦ �ŊĹČĕÚĖûĽŅ·Ėʬʦ
·ĖÖʦĶĝĽĽûÏďťʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐĝŊĖŅĹûÚĽʬʦ·ĹÚʦÏÚûĖðʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ
ïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚĖÚűŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹŊďûĖðʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅ·Ĺû·ĖʦĹÚðûĕÚĽʫ
Mikhail Zubkovʦş÷ĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚÖʦûĖʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦûĖʦAĝĕÚďʦûĖʦʋʉʋʉʬʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ
ŅĝʦʊʎʦÖ·ťĽʦûĖʦĉ·ûďʦïĝĹʦ·Ėʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʫʦAÚʦď·ŅÚĹʦŅĹ·ŞÚďďÚÖʦŅĝʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÖÚ-
tained on 29 October 2021 as he was wanted by the Belarusian authorities. The latter charged 
÷ûĕʦşûŅ÷ʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ʦ ď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹʦˈArticle 364 of the Belarusian Criminal 
Codeˉʫʦ �÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓Ľʦ ĝïűÐÚʦ ĹŊďÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅÚʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʬʦ ·ʦ ÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦ ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚÖʦ
ÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ$ŊĹĝĶÚ·Ėʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ·ĶĶďûÚÖʦûŅĽʦ�ŊďÚʦʌʒʦĝĖʦʌʦ]·ťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ
prohibiting Zubkov’s extradition until the conclusion of proceedings in his case at the ECtHR. 
�÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦĽŊĶĶĝĽÚÖʦŅĝʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚʦ³ŊÏČĝŞʦĝĖʦʊʍʦ]·ťʬʦÏŊŅʦextradited him to Be-
larus on 13 May instead. Zubkov was later sentenced to three years in prison in Belarus.
�ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽû·Ėʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʬʦIvan Sautin participated in monitoring the 2020 Belarusian elec-
ŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦ ûĖʦ ĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʫʦAÚʦş·Ľʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦÏÚ·ŅÚĖʦÏťʦ ď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ
·ĖÖʦ ÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ ûĖʦ  ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦ ĝĖʦ Ð÷·ĹðÚĽʦ ĝïʦ ÖÚï·ĕ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ �·ŊŅûĖʦ ş·Ľʦ ĖĝŅʦ Ņ·ČÚĖʦ ûĖŅĝʦ ÐŊĽŅĝÖťʬʦ
·ĖÖʦş·Ľʦ·ÏďÚʦŅĝʦŲÚÚʦŅĝʦT·ďûĖûĖðĹ·Öʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦ÷ÚʦĝÏŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ʦ:ÚĹĕ·ĖʦŞûĽ·ʬʦÏŊŅʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦdetained 
at the Russian-Polish border in April 2021 and remanded in custody. The Belarusian authorities 
ÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ÷ûĕʭʦïĝĹʦ·ʦÖÚďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚďťʦï·ďĽÚʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦĝïʦ·ʦĶď·ĖĖÚÖʦÚŤĶďĝ-
ĽûĝĖʬʦïĝĹʦÖÚï·ĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦïĝĹʦïĹ·ŊÖʫʦ�÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʦ:ÚĖÚĹ·ď˓ĽʦdïűÐÚʦðĹ·ĖŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤ-
ŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖʦĹÚĸŊÚĽŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦïĹ·ŊÖʦĝĖďťʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦ$�ŅA�ʦ·ĶĶďûÚÖʦ�ŊďÚʦʌʒʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ð-
ŅûŞûĽŅ˓Ľʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ ûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ ĶĹĝ÷ûÏûŅûĖðʦ ÷ûĽʦ ÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖʦ ŊĖŅûďʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝĖÐďŊĽûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ ĶĹĝÐÚÚÖûĖðĽʦ
ûĖʦ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ$�ŅA�ʫʦ�·ŊŅûĖʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦûĖʦ�ĶĹûďʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʦŅ÷·ŅʦĹŊďûĖðʬʦÏŊŅʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ
·ð·ûĖʦĝĖʦʋʐʦ]·ťʬʦÖÚĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĹŊďûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ$�ŅA�ʫ
Belarusian Yana Pinchukʬʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦďûŞûĖðʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʉʊʑʬʦş·Ľʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÖʦûĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦ
2021 following an extradition request from the Belarusian authorities. She is accused of set-
ŅûĖðʦŊĶʦŅ÷Úʦ¤ûŅÚÏĽČʦʒʐ̡ʬʦdĹĽ÷·ʦʒʐ̡ʦ·ĖÖʦ^ĝŞĝĶĝďĝŅĽČʦ·ĖÖʦ}ĝďĝŅĽČʦʒʐ̡ʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦ�¤ʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďĽʫʦ
�÷Úʦş·ĽʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦűŞÚʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦÐĝĕĶď·ûĖÚÖʦ
·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦď·ÐČʦĝïʦĕÚÖûÐ·ďʦÐ·ĹÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦĶĹûĽĝĖʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŊĖ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ťʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʫʦ
�ïŅÚĹʦ÷ÚĹʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʬʦ}ûĖÐ÷ŊČʦ·ĶĶďûÚÖʦïĝĹʦĹÚïŊðÚÚʦĽŅ·ŅŊĽʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦĹÚ-
ïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦðĹ·ĖŅʦ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅŊĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦÖÚÐûÖÚÖʦŅĝʦÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅÚʦ÷ÚĹʫʦdĖʦʊʦRŊĖÚʦ
ʋʉʋʋʬʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦ·ďďĝşÚÖʦ}ûĖÐ÷ŊČʦŅĝʦÏÚʦ÷·ĖÖÚÖʦĝŞÚĹʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽû·Ėʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹû-
ŅûÚĽʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ�^ʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦ·ĶĶďûÚÖʦûĖŅÚĹûĕʦĕÚ·ĽŊĹÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĽČÚÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽ-
sian authorities to halt the extradition process until her individual application to the Commit-
ŅÚÚʦÐĝŊďÖʦÏÚʦ÷Ú·ĹÖʫʦ ÚĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹŞÚĖŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�^ʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʬʦĝĖʦʋʊʦRŊďťʦ
�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹð˓Ľʦ�ÚÐĝĖÖʦ:ÚĖÚĹ·ďʦRŊĹûĽÖûÐŅûĝĖʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦ�ĶĶÚ·ďʦŊĶ÷ÚďÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʬʦ
following which the Pinchuk was extradited to Belarus. Pinchuk can be tried in Belarus under 
Ņ÷ĹÚÚʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĝĖďťʬʦ ûĖʦÐĝĖĉŊĖÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ ûĖʦĹÚď·ŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĶĹĝĽÚ-
ÐŊŅĝĹ˓ĽʦĝïűÐÚʦ÷·Öʦ·ðĹÚÚÖʦŅĝʦÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅÚʦ÷ÚĹʭʦûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦŅĝʦĽĝÐû·ďʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʬʦûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦŅĝʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ
against national security and creation of an extremist group. The project ‘Political Prisoners. 
Memorial’ has recognised Yana Pinchuk as a political prisoner.

https://dissidentby.com/prisoners/mihail-vladimirovich-zubkov
https://euroradio.fm/ru/v-gomele-osudili-protestuyuschego-kotorogo-zaderzhali-v-rossii-i-vydali-v-belarus
https://activatica.org/content/36cf68e7-ec8a-4c67-af9b-cf218a61e9f3/v-kaliningrade-zaderzhan-belarusskij-oppozicioner
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/pinchuk-ekstradiruyut-iz-rossii/31953453.html
https://memopzk.org/figurant/pinchuk-yana-vitalevna/
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«ŊĹťʟT·ĽŅûŊČ was convicted in Belarus for desecrating national symbols (Article 370 of the Be-
larusian Criminal CodeˉʫʦAÚʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦʏʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦÏŊŅʦş·Ľʦĉ·ûďÚÖʦ·ð·ûĖʦïĝĹʦ·Ėʦ·ÖĕûĖ-
ûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦĝĖʦʊʍʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·Ĺťʫʦ¥÷ûďÚʦĽÚĹŞûĖðʦŅ÷·ŅʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦĽÚŞÚĹÚďťʦÏÚ·ŅÚĖʦÏťʦ�Ú-
ď·ĹŊĽû·ĖʦT:�ʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʫʦ�ʦĖÚşʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ÷ûĕʦïĝĹʦ·ÖŞĝÐ·ŅûĖðʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦ
activity (Article 364.4, Part 1 of the Belarusian Criminal CodeʬʦĶĹĝŞûÖûĖðʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĶÚĖ-
·ďŅťʦĝïʦĽûŤʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦ ûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅˉʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹĽʬʦTĝĽŅûŊČʦðĝŅʦ·ÐĸŊ·ûĖŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ
ĝŅ÷ÚĹʦûĖĕ·ŅÚĽʦş÷ûďÚʦĽÚĹŞûĖðʦ÷ûĽʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅĝĝČʦĶ·ĹŅʦûĖʦĶŊÏďûÐʦûĖûŅû·ŅûŞÚĽʦĶĹĝŞûÖûĖðʦűĖ·ĖÐû·ďʦ
ĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦŅĝʦŞûÐŅûĕĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʫʦT·ĽŅûŊČʦĕ·Ė·ðÚÖʦŅĝʦÚĽÐ·ĶÚʦŅĝʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦÏŊŅʦş·ĽʦÖÚ-
Ņ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ûĹĶĝĹŅʦş÷ûďÚʦŅĹťûĖðʦŅĝʦŲťʦïĹĝĕʦ�ĝÐ÷ûʦŅĝʦ�ĹĕÚĖû·ʫʦAÚʦş·Ľʦ÷ÚďÖʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦïĹĝĕʦ
May to September while being considered for a potential extradition. The General Prosecu-
ŅĝĹ˓ĽʦdïűÐÚʦÖÚÐûÖÚÖʦŅĝʦĹÚïŊĽÚʦÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖʬʦÏŊŅʦT·ĽŅûŊČʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦûĕĕÚÖû·ŅÚďťʦ·ïŅÚĹʦďÚ·ŞûĖðʦ
the remand prison and convicted of the administrative offence of allegedly violating migra-
ŅûĝĖʦĹŊďÚĽʫʦ EĖʦş÷·Ņʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʦĝïʦÏ·ÐČÖĝĝĹʦÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʬʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦÐ÷ĝĽÚʦÚŤĶŊďĽûĝĖʦŅĝʦ�Úď·ĹŊĽʦÏťʦş·ťʦĝïʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʫʦT·ĽŅûŊČʦş·ĽʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦûĖʦǳʦ�ÚĕĶĝ-
Ĺ·Ĺťʦ ÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʦïĝĹʦ9ĝĹÚûðĖʦ^·ŅûĝĖ·ďĽʦˌ� �9^ˍʫʦ�÷ÚʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦş·Ľʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďÚÖʬʦťÚŅʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦ
ş·ûŅûĖðʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĉŊÖðĕÚĖŅʬʦď·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦŊĖď·şïŊďďťʦĹÚĕĝŞÚʦT·ĽŅûŊČʦŅĝʦ�Ú-
ď·ĹŊĽʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦ÷ûĽʦď·şťÚĹʬʦ÷ÚʦĽďûŅʦ÷ûĽʦşĹûĽŅĽʦ·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ûĹĶĝĹŅʬʦŅ÷ŊĽʦÖûĽĹŊĶŅûĖðʦ÷ûĽʦÖÚĶĝĹŅ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ
�÷ÚʦÏ·ûďûïïĽʦÏÚ·Ņʦ÷ûĕʦŊĶʦ ûĖʦĹÚŅŊĹĖʦ·ĖÖʦŅĝĝČʦ÷ûĕʦÏ·ÐČʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ� �9^ʫʦdĖʦʊʎʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦTĝĽŅûŊČʦ
was in fact kidnappedʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦ� �9^ʦ·ĖÖʦŅ·ČÚĖʦ·ş·ťʦÏťʦŊĖČĖĝşĖʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦűĖ·ďʦ
ŞÚĹÖûÐŅʦûĖʦ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦ÷·ĖÖÚÖʦÖĝşĖʫʦdĖʦʊʐʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦûŅʦŅĹ·ĖĽĶûĹÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦT·ĽŅûŊČʦş·ĽʦÏÚûĖðʦ
kept in the Pruzhany temporary holding facility in Belarus. The project ‘Political Prisoners. Me-
ĕĝĹû·ď˓ʦ÷·ĽʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽÚÖʦ«ŊĹťʦT·ĽŅûŊČʦ·Ľʦ·ʦpolitical prisoner.
Andrei Russkikh has been living in Russia since December 2021. In May 2022 the Belarusian 
·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʦŅşĝʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ÷ûĕʦïĝĹʦÐĝĕĕÚĖŅĽʦĝĖʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĕÚÖû·ʭʦïĝĹʦûĖÐûŅÚ-
ment of social hatred (Article 130 of the Belarusian Criminal Code) and for insulting the pres-
ident (Article 368 of the Belarusian Criminal Code). He faces up to seven years in prison. Be-
ď·ĹŊĽʦ÷·Ľʦ·ĽČÚÖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦŅĝʦÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅÚʦ�ŊĽĽČûČ÷ʫʦdĖʦʋʑʦ]·ťʬʦ÷Úʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ]ĝĽČĝŞĽČťʦ
Ĺ·ûďş·ťʦ ĽŅ·ŅûĝĖʦ ûĖʦ �Ņʫʦ }ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʫʦ �÷Úʦ }ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅĝĹʦ :ÚĖÚĹ·ď˓Ľʦ dïűÐÚʦ ðĹ·ĖŅÚÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖʦ
ĹÚĸŊÚĽŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖʦʒʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦ�Ņʫʦ}ÚŅÚĹĽÏŊĹðʦ�ûŅťʦ�ĝŊĹŅʦŊĶ÷ÚďÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅûĝĖʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʫʦW·Ņ-
ÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�^ʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ �ûð÷ŅĽʦ �ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦ ÖûĹÚÐŅÚÖʦ �ŊĽĽû·ʦ Ņĝʦ ĹÚïĹ·ûĖʦ ïĹĝĕʦ ÚŤŅĹ·ÖûŅûĖðʦ �ŊĽĽČûČ÷ʫʦ
AĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ ĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦ ŅĝʦĽ·ŅûĽïťʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦÖÚĕ·ĖÖʬʦ·ð·ûĖʦ ĹŊďûĖðʦ Ņĝʦextradite Russkikh 
on 20 December. The project ‘Political Prisoners. Memorial’ has recognised Andrei Russkikh 
as a political prisoner.

https://reform.by/333973-byvshego-politzakljuchennogo-jurija-kostjuka-vse-taki-jekstradirovali-iz-rossii-v-belarus
https://memopzk.org/figurant/kostyuk-yurij-andreevich/
https://memopzk.org/news/sud-v-peterburge-postanovil-ekstradirovat-andreya-russkih-v-belarus/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/russkih-andrej-vladimirovich/


197

3.13. Prosecutions of members 
of the elite bearing hallmarks 
of political motivation 
EĖʦ ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦ ďûĽŅÚÖʦĕ·ĉĝĹʦ Ð·ŅÚðĝĹûÚĽʦĝïʦ ĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖĽʬʦşÚʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹʦ
it appropriate to single out prosecutions of members of the political elite that show clear signs 
of political motivation.

3.13.1. Main trends of repression 
}ĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÚďûŅÚʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʦşÚĹÚʦĽŅĝĝÖʦĝŊŅʦĕ·ĹČÚÖďťʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦðÚĖ-
ÚĹ·ďʦÏ·ÐČðĹĝŊĖÖʦĝïʦ·ʦÐďÚ·ĖĽûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶď·ťûĖðʦűÚďÖʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦş·ĹʬʦďĝĽŅʦĕŊÐ÷ʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĹÚďÚŞ·ĖÐÚʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʫʦ¥ûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦðĝûĖðʦûĖŅĝʦ·ʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĽÐûÚĖÐÚʦ·Ė·ďťĽûĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦĶ÷ÚĖĝĕÚĖĝĖʬʦ
ş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĽʦÐďÚ·ĹďťʦÏÚťĝĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÐĝĶÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ûĽʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʬʦŅşĝʦŅĹÚĖÖĽʦĽ÷·ďďʦÏÚʦĖĝŅÚÖʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʫ
9ûĹĽŅʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÚ·ĹďûÚĹʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĖŅû˂ÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦĝïʦÚďûŅÚʦ
ðĹĝŊĶĽʬʦÚĽĶÚÐû·ďďťʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦÚďûŅÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦĝïʦĽťĽŅÚĕûÐʦĶ·ĹŅûÚĽʬʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦĕ·ĹČÚÖʦ
Ïťʦ·ʦÖÚÐďûĖÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĖÚşʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ş·ûď·ÏďÚʦÖ·Ņ·ʫ
�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦş·Ľʦ·ʦÐďÚ·ĹʦÖÚÐďûĖÚʦûĖʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĖÖ-
off between the dominant ‘law enforcement’ element of the establishment and the remnants 
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ĽťĽŅÚĕûÐʦďûÏÚĹ·ďĽʫ˓ʦ�÷ûĽʦŅĹÚĖÖʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦş·ĽʦĖĝŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚĽŊďŅʦĝïʦ·ʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʦÖÚÐďûĖÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚ-
gime’s repressiveness. It was probably caused by the actual political capitulation of the ‘sys-
temic liberals’ and ‘technocrats’ against the background of the elites’ consolidation around un-
conditional support for Putin’s anti-Ukrainian and anti-Western stance.

3.13.2. Prosecutions of opposition elements 
within the political class 
dĖÚʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʦ ĝïʦ ĽŊÐ÷ʦ ĝĖðĝûĖðʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ ûĽʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ Ėĝşʦ ÐĝĕĶďÚŅÚÖʬʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ
Sergei Furgalʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅʦŅĹû·ďʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦðĝŞÚĹĖĝĹʦĝïʦT÷·Ï·ĹĝŞĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʫʦEŅʦûĽʦĽ·ïÚʦ
to say that the charges against Furgal and other defendants in the case of organising contract 
killings in 2004-2005 are politically motivated and based on an extremely weak evidential base. 
�÷ÚʦĝÏŞûĝŊĽʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĕĝŅûŞÚʦûĖʦ9ŊĹð·ď˓ĽʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦ÷ûĽʦĶĝĶŊď·ĹûŅťʦûĖʦT÷·Ï·ĹĝŞĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʦ
ďÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦÐĹûĽûĽʦ·ĖÖʦĕĝĖŅ÷Ľʦĝïʦĕ·ĽĽʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦûĖʦʋʉʋʉʬʦşûŅ÷ʦĹÚĽŊďŅûĖðʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ
and administrative cases brought against a number of activists.
The prosecution of the former head of the Moscow City Committee of the Communist Par-
Ņťʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ ˈ�}�9ˉʦ ·ĖÖʦ ïĝĹĕÚĹʦÖÚĶŊŅťʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦ Ŋĕ·ʬʦValery Rashkinʬʦ

https://meduza.io/feature/2021/07/13/esli-by-on-ne-polez-v-politiku-ya-by-mozhet-i-molchal
https://ovdinfo.org/articles/2020/12/28/kak-podavlyali-protesty-v-habarovske-glavnoe
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ş·ĽʦÐďÚ·ĹďťʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʫʦdĖʦʋʋʦ�ĶĹûďʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦT·ďûĖûĖĽČťʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ ûĖʦ�·Ĺ·ŅĝŞʦĹÚðûĝĖʦ
handed him a three-year suspended sentence for illegal hunting (Article 258, Part 2, RCC). 
¥ÚʦĹÚÐ·ďďʦŅ÷·ŅʦĝĖʦʋʒʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ�·Ľ÷ČûĖʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĽŊďŅʦĝïʦ·ʦpre-planned operation 
and accused of illegally hunting moose. Despite the fact that Rashkin’s guilt in the commis-
ĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦÐĹûĕÚʦş·ĽʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďďťʦĶĹĝŞÚĖʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÚĖĽŊûĖðʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶĹĝ˂ðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦĕÚ-
dia accusing the communist politician of organising protests and supporting Navalny allows 
ŊĽʦŅĝʦĽ·ťʦşûŅ÷ʦÐĝĖűÖÚĖÐÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʫʦ ÚĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·Ėð-
ûĖðʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦď·ĖÖĽÐ·ĶÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦï·ÐŅʦŅ÷·Ņʦ�·Ľ÷ČûĖʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦ÷ĝďÖʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦŞûÚşĽʬʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦstripped 
of his parliamentary mandate by a decision of the State Duma on 25 May.
�ĖĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÖÚĶŊŅťʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦ�}�9ʬʦĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĹŅťʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ}ĹûĕĝĹĽČťʦĹÚðûĝĖʦWÚðûĽď·ŅûŞÚʦ�Ľ-
ĽÚĕÏďťʬʦArtem Samsonov was sentenced to 13 years in a strict regime penal colony on 20 Sep-
ŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ ûĖʦ·Ėʦ·ÏĽŊĹÖʦÐ·ĽÚʦĝïʦ ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦ Ľ÷ĝşûĖðʦ·ʦÖûďÖĝʦ Ņĝʦ·Ėʦ ʊʊ˂ťÚ·Ĺ˂ĝďÖʦÏĝťʦĝĖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÏÚ·Ð÷ʬʦ
ş÷ûÐ÷ʦş·ĽʦĸŊ·ďûűÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦŞûĝďÚĖŅʦ·ÐŅʦĝïʦ·ʦĽÚŤŊ·ďʦĖ·ŅŊĹÚʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ʦĕûĖĝĹʦŊĖ-
der 14 years of age (Article 132, Part 4 (b), RCCˉʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ÐÐŊĽ·ŅûĝĖʦûĽʦ·ÏĽŊĹÖʦûĖʦûŅĽÚďïʬʦÚĽĶÚÐû·ďďťʦðûŞ-
ÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ÐČðĹĝŊĖÖʦĝïʦŅÚĽŅûĕĝĖûÚĽʦÏťʦĖŊĕÚĹĝŊĽʦşûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʬʦş÷ĝʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďďťʦĹÚïŊŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĕĕûĽ-
sion of such an act by the accused. The case against Samsonov was brought after a shambolic 
ÖÚĖŊĖÐû·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦ·ĕĝĖðʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ûĖðĽʬʦ÷Úʦş·Ľʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅûĖðʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦ·ĖÖʦÐ·ďďûĖðʦ
ïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûĝďÚĖŅʦĝŞÚĹŅ÷ĹĝşʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚðûĕÚʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦĝïʦÖÚÏ·ŊÐ÷ÚĹťʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹûĖðʦĖŊÖÚʦ·Ņʦ·ʦĶŊÏ-
ďûÐʦÏÚ·Ð÷ʫʦ�ĶĶ·ĹÚĖŅďťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʦ·ĽʦĶ·ĹŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖʦŅĝʦÐďÚ·ĖĽÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ
Ķď·ťûĖðʦűÚďÖʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦ·ĖÖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÚďÚÐŅûĝĖĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦ Ŋĕ·ʦûĖʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ·ĽʦÚŞ-
idenced by the date of Samsonov’s arrest on 17 November 2021.

3.13.3. Winding down the campaign against 
‘systemic liberals’ 
Criminal prosecutions of ‘systemic liberals’ and ‘technocrats’ were no longer a priority of the re-
pression in 2022.
dĖʦʌʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦ ĹÚÐŅĝĹʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦAûð÷ÚĹʦ�Ð÷ĝĝďʦĝïʦ �ĝÐû·ďʦ ·ĖÖʦ$ÐĝĖĝĕûÐʦ�ÐûÚĖÐÚĽʦ ˈ�÷·ĖûĖČ·ˉʦ
Sergei Zuevʬʦş·Ľʦtransferred from a remand prisonʦŅĝʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅʦÏÚÐ·ŊĽÚʬʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖ-
ŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹʬʦ÷Úʦ÷·ÖʦÐĝĖïÚĽĽÚÖʦ·ĖÖʦĶ·ûÖʦÐĝĕĶÚĖĽ·ŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦÖ·ĕ·ðÚĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ
of fraud of government procurement to the amount of 50 million roubles (Article 159, Part 4, RCC).
dĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦÖ·ťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚÐŅĝĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ}ĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅû·ďʦ�Ð·ÖÚĕťʦĝïʦ̂ ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ$ÐĝĖĝĕťʦ·ĖÖʦ}ŊÏďûÐʦ
�ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦVladimir Mauʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦĝĖʦŅĹû·ďʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ·ĖÖʦûĖûŅû·ďďťʦĶď·ÐÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ÷ĝŊĽÚʦ
·ĹĹÚĽŅʦĝĖʦʌʉʦRŊĖÚʬʦş·ĽʦĹÚďÚ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦĝşĖʦĹÚÐĝðĖûĽ·ĖÐÚʫʦdĖʦʊʍʦdÐŅĝÏÚĹʦûŅʦş·ĽʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
Mau’s criminal prosecution had been terminated. According to political analystsʬʦŅ÷ûĽʦş·ĽʦĶ·ĹŅʦ
ĝïʦ·ĖʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ďʦÖÚ·ďʬʦŊĖÖÚĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷Úʦď·ŅÚĹʦŞĝďŊĖŅ·ĹûďťʦĹÚĽûðĖÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦ÷ûĽʦĶĝĽŅʦ˒ïĝĹʦ÷Ú·ďŅ÷ʦĹÚ·ĽĝĖĽʫ˓
�÷ÚʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦÖÚĶŊŅťʦĕûĖûĽŅÚĹʦĝïʦÚÖŊÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦŞûÐÚ˂ĶĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦ�ÏÚĹÏ·ĖČʬʦMarina Rakovaʬʦ
as well as other defendants in the case — Rakova’s common-law husband Artur Stetsenko 
and Sberbank managing directors Evgeny Zakai and Maxim Inkin — were also placed under 
house arrest on 3 November. A court subsequently replaced house arrest with a ban on certain 
activities for Shaninka’s lawyer TĹûĽŅûĖ·ʟTĹûŊÐ÷ČĝŞ· and released Zuev from house arrest.

https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2021/11/01/rashkin-today
https://www.bfm.ru/news/510238
https://www.bfm.ru/news/510238
https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-62883321
https://www.rbc.ru/society/03/08/2022/62ea4c779a79472d736eb5dd
https://www.rbc.ru/society/03/08/2022/62ea4c779a79472d736eb5dd
https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-64370840
https://www.rbc.ru/society/03/11/2022/6363b5f49a794734d98807b7
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4.1. Innovations in legislation
9Ĺĝĕʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʉʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʊʬʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʦş·ĽʦĽŊĶĶďÚĕÚĖŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ
·ʦ ĖŊĕÏÚĹʦ ĝïʦ ĖĝĹĕĽʦ ÖÚĽûðĖÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ĽŊĶĶĹÚĽĽʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ďÚŞÚďʦ ĝïʦ ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʦ ĝïʦ ĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʬʦ ĕÚÖû·ʬʦ ^:dĽʦ
and civil society in general. The new norms created unprecedented opportunities and grounds 
ïĝĹʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅĽʫʦ�÷ÚĽÚʦûĖĖĝŞ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦÐďÚ·Ĺ-
ďťʦÚŤÐÚĽĽûŞÚʦûĖʦŅÚĹĕĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽ˓ʦĖÚÚÖĽʦïĝĹʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝşʦĶÚĹÐÚûŞÚÖʦ
as part of a set of measures to prepare for the war.
�ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚðûĖĖûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦĝĖʦʋʍʦ9ÚÏĹŊ·ĹťʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�Ĺûĕ-
ûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦŊĖÖÚĹşÚĖŅʦ·ĖʦÚŞÚĖʦĕĝĹÚʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦŅĹ·ĖĽïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ�÷ÚʦĶŊĹĶĝĽÚʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĖðÚĽʬʦ
÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ ş·Ľʦ ĖĝŅʦ ĶĹûĕ·Ĺûďťʦ Ņĝʦ ûĖŅÚĖĽûïťʦ ĶÚĹĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ ď·ĹðÚďťʦ ÖÚïÚ·ŅÚÖʦ ĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦ ðĹĝŊĶ-
ûĖðĽʬʦÏŊŅʦŅĝʦĽŊĶĶĹÚĽĽʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ĖÖʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚʦÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦ·ʦ÷ťĶĝŅ÷ÚŅûÐ·ďʦŞûÐŅĝĹťʦ
in a war of aggression.

4.1.1. New repressive norms of the Russian 
Criminal Code
The tightening of the Criminal Code and the creation of conditions for the imposition of de fac-
Ņĝʦĕ·ĹŅû·ďʦď·şʦŅĝĝČʦĶď·ÐÚʦûĖʦïĝŊĹʦĽŅ·ðÚĽʦ˅ʦûĖʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦRŊďťʬʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦ·ĖÖʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʫ
�ʦşÚÚČʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦÏÚð·ĖʬʦĝĖʦʍʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦ Ŋĕ·ʦ·ÖĝĶŅÚÖʦď·şĽʦ·ĕÚĖÖûĖðʦ
the Russian Code of Administrative Offences and the Russian Criminal Code in an extraordi-
Ė·Ĺťʦĕ·ĖĖÚĹʦˈĖĝŅʦ·ĽʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅÚʦÏûďďĽʬʦÏŊŅʦÏťʦ·ĕÚĖÖûĖðʦÏûďďĽʦ·ďĹÚ·Öťʦ·ÖĝĶŅÚÖʦûĖʦűĹĽŅʦĹÚ·ÖûĖðˉʫ
Federal Law No. 31 introduced new offences into the Russian Code of Administrative Offencesʭʦ
ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦïĝĹÐÚĽʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦÐ·ďďĽʦŅĝʦĝÏĽŅĹŊÐŅʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦŊĽÚʦˈArticle 
20.3.3) and calls for sanctions (Article 20.3.4).
Federal Law No. 32 supplemented the Russian Criminal Code with articles penalising the spread-
ing of ‘fake news’ about the Russian armed forces (Article 207.3ˉʬʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅ·ŅûĝĖʬʦ˒ÐĝĕĕûŅ-
ŅÚÖʟÏťʟ·Ėʟ ûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďʟ·ïŅÚĹʟÏÚûĖðʟ÷ÚďÖʟ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚďťʟ ďû·ÏďÚʟ ïĝĹʟ·ʟ Ľûĕûď·Ĺʟ·ÐŅʟşûŅ÷ûĖʟĝĖÚʟťÚ·Ĺ’ 
(Article 280.3ˉʬʦ·ĖÖʦÐ·ďďĽʦïĝĹʦĽ·ĖÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦ˒ÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʟÏťʟ·ʟÐûŅûŭÚĖʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟ·ïŅÚĹʟ
ÏÚûĖðʟ÷ÚďÖʟ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚďťʟďû·ÏďÚʟïĝĹʟ·ʟĽûĕûď·Ĺʟ·ÐŅʟşûŅ÷ûĖʟĝĖÚʟťÚ·Ĺ’ (Article 284.2).
�÷Úʦ ď·şĽʦşÚĹÚʦ ·ĶĶĹĝŞÚÖʦ Ïťʦ Ņ÷Úʦ 9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ �ĝŊĖÐûďʦ ĝĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ľ·ĕÚʦ Ö·ťʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĽûðĖÚÖʦ Ïťʦ }ŊŅûĖʦ
ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚŞÚĖûĖðʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ĕÚĖÖĕÚĖŅĽʦÐ·ĕÚʦûĖŅĝʦïĝĹÐÚʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦÖ·ŅÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĝïűÐû·ďʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
ûĽʬʦ·Ľʦĝïʦʎʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʫʦ¥Úʦ÷·ŞÚʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ·ĶĶďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦÖÚŅ·ûďʦ
in Chapter 2.3. Prosecutions for anti-war statements.
dĖʦ ʋʎʦ ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦ Federal Law No. 63ʦ Ð·ĕÚʦ ûĖŅĝʦ ïĝĹÐÚʬʦ ĽĶÚÐûïťûĖðʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ďû·ÏûďûŅťʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ Arti-
cle 207.3 and Article 280.3 RCC shall also be incurred in the case of dissemination of ‘fake 
news’ ‘·ÏĝŊŅʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ŊĽÚʟ Ïťʟ ðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʟ ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʟ ĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ 9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟ ĝïʟ Ņ÷ÚûĹʟ ĶĝşÚĹĽʟ ĝŊŅ-
ĽûÖÚʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʟĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ’ and discrediting such ‘use’ respectively. This re-
cord-breaking speedy change of norms that had recently appeared in the criminal legislation 
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was carried out in an absurd manner by amending the law adopted by the Russian State Duma 
ĝĖʦʋʋʦ]·ĹÐ÷ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĝĹûðûĖ·ďďťʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦďû·ÏûďûŅťʦŊĖÖÚĹʦArticle 261 RCC (‘Destruction or damage 
to forestry plantations’).
The law mentioned in Chapter 3.11 Prosecutions for treason and espionage came into force 
ĝĖʦʊʍʦRŊďťʬʦ Ņûð÷ŅÚĖûĖðʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÚŤûĽŅûĖðʦĶĹĝŞûĽûĝĖĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦ·ĖÖʦ ûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐûĖðʦ
ĖÚşʦĝĖÚĽʫʦ�÷ÚʦĖÚşʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝďďĝşûĖðʭ

• Article 274.2 (‘Violation of the rules of centralised management of technical means 
ŅĝʦÐĝŊĖŅÚĹʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ÏûďûŅťʬʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦ·ĖÖʦûĖŅÚðĹûŅťʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊĖÐŅûĝĖûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ûĖŅÚĹ-
net’ information and telecommunication network and public communications network 
on the territory of the Russian Federation’) introduced criminal liability for persons pre-
ŞûĝŊĽďťʦűĖÚÖʦïĝĹʦŞûĝď·ŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝÐÚÖŊĹÚʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖĽŅ·ďď·ŅûĝĖʬʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦŊĶðĹ·ÖûĖðʦ
of technical means to counter threats;

• Article 275.1ʦˈ˒�ĝĖűÖÚĖŅû·ďʦÐĝĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦĽŅ·ŅÚʬʦûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦĝĹʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦĝĹ-
ganisation’) criminalised ‘ÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʟ·ĖÖʟĕ·ûĖŅÚĖ·ĖÐÚʟÏťʟ·ʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟÐûŅûŭÚĖʟ
ĝïʟĹÚď·ŅûĝĖĽʟĝïʟÐĝĖűÖÚĖŅû·ďʟÐĝĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟşûŅ÷ʟ·ʟĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚʟĝïʟ·ʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĽŅ·ŅÚʥʟûĖŅÚĹĖ·-
ŅûĝĖ·ďʟĝĹʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟĶŊĹĶĝĽÚʟĝïʟ·ĽĽûĽŅûĖðʟŅ÷ÚĕʟûĖʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟÖÚďûÏÚĹ·ŅÚďťʟ
ûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʟŅĝʟŊĖÖÚĹĕûĖÚʟŅ÷ÚʟĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ’ in the absence of attributes 
of treason;

• Article 280.4 (‘Incitement to carry out activities intended to undermine the securi-
ty of the state’) prohibited incitement to commit a wide range of offences arbitrarily 
ÖÚÚĕÚÖʦŅĝʦĶĝĽÚʦ·ʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅʦŅĝʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʬʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦ·ʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ·ĽĽĝ-
ciation (Article 210 RCC) to bribery (Article 291 RCC);

• Article 282.4ʦ ˈ˒�ÚĶÚ·ŅÚÖʦ ĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦ ĝĹʦ ĶŊÏďûÐʦ ÖûĽĶď·ťʦ ĝïʦ^·ŭûʦ ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʦ ĝĹʦ ĽťĕÏĝďĽʬʦ
ĝĹʦ ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʦ ĝĹʦ ĽťĕÏĝďĽʦ ĝïʦ ÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦ ĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ ĝĹʦ ĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʦ ĝĹʦ ĽťĕÏĝďĽʬʦ
propaganda or public display of which is prohibited by federal laws’) provides for crim-
inal liability for persons previously convicted under Article 20.3 RCAO’ (‘}ĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʟ
ĝĹʟĶŊÏďûÐʟÖûĽĶď·ťʟĝïʟ^·ŭûʟ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʟĝĹʟĽťĕÏĝďĽʥʟĝĹʟ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʟĝĹʟĽťĕÏĝďĽʟĝïʟÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʟĝĹ-
ð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʥʟĝĹʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʟĝĹʟĽťĕÏĝďĽʥʟĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʟĝĹʟĶŊÏďûÐʟÖûĽĶď·ťʟĝïʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟûĽʟĶĹĝ-
÷ûÏûŅÚÖʟÏťʟïÚÖÚĹ·ďʟď·şĽ’). 

• Article 283.1 (‘Violation of the requirements for the protection of state secrets’) in-
troduced criminal liability for the departure of a ‘ÐûŅûŭÚĖʟ ĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ 9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟ
ş÷ĝʟ÷·ĽʟĝĹʟĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʟ÷·Öʟ·ʟĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʟÐďÚ·Ĺ·ĖÐÚʟ·ĖÖʟş÷ĝĽÚʟĹûð÷ŅʟŅĝʟďÚ·ŞÚʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖ-
ÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʟûĽʟČĖĝşĖʟŅĝʟŅ÷ÚĕʟŅĝʟÏÚʟĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅÚÖ.’

Liability under Article 208 (‘Organisation of an illegal armed group’) and Article 359 (‘Acting 
as a mercenary’) has also been greatly increased. The scope of Article 275 (‘Treason’) and Ar-
ticle 276 (‘Espionage’) has been extended to include cases of desertion during wartime opera-
tions and cases of ‘ŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹʥʟÐĝďďÚÐŅûĝĖʥʟŅ÷ÚïŅʟĝĹʟĽŅĝĹ·ðÚʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟĶŊĹĶĝĽÚʟĝïʟŅĹ·ĖĽïÚĹĹûĖðʟŅĝʟŅ÷ÚʟÚĖ-
ÚĕťʟĝïʟûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʟŅ÷·ŅʟÐ·ĖʟÏÚʟŊĽÚÖʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟŅ÷Úʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟïĝĹÐÚĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʥʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ
ŅĹĝĝĶĽʥʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟðĹĝŊĶĽʟ·ĖÖʟ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʥʟÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʟÖŊĹûĖðʟ·Ėʟ·ĹĕÚÖʟÐĝĖ-
ŲûÐŅʥʟ÷ĝĽŅûďûŅûÚĽʟĝĹʟĝŅ÷ÚĹʟ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʥʟŊĽûĖðʟşÚ·ĶĝĖĽʟ·ĖÖʟĕ·ŅÚĹûÚďʟşûŅ÷ʟŅ÷ÚʟûĖŞĝďŞÚĕÚĖŅʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ
9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʬʦĹÚĽĶÚÐŅûŞÚďťʫ
�÷ÚĽÚʦĖĝĹĕĽʬʦ·ĕĝĖðʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ûĖðĽʬʦşÚĹÚʦĶĹĝÏ·Ïďťʦ·ÖĝĶŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ·ûĕʦĝïʦĶĹÚŞÚĖŅûĖðʦ·ĖÖʦĽŊĶ-
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ĶĹÚĽĽûĖðʦĹÚĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦŅĝʦ·ððĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦÏĝŅ÷ʦ ûĖĽûÖÚʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʦ·ĖÖʦ ûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ
as tightening control over society and the armed forces in conditions of war. The extension 
of liability under Article 284.1 of the Russian Criminal Code to participation in the activities 
of ‘undesirable’ organisations outside Russia is apparently intended to prevent the organisation 
of the anti-war and anti-Putin part of the Russian diaspora and its engagement with people 
who have remained in Russia. All these norms have been analysed in detail by the Sova Centre 
in their review.
dĖʦʋʉʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦĝĖÚʦÖ·ťʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦş·Ľʦ·ĖĖĝŊĖÐÚÖʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦ Ŋĕ·ʦ·ÖĝĶŅ-
ed a package of ‘mobilisation’ amendments to the Russian Criminal Codeʬʦ·ûĕÚÖʦ·ŅʦŅûð÷ŅÚĖûĖðʦ
ÐĝĖŅĹĝďʦĝŞÚĹʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÚĖ÷·ĖÐÚÖʦÐĝÚĹÐûĝĖʦŅĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚʦûĖʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĝĶÚĹ·-
ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĕûďûŅ·ĹûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÚÐĝĖĝĕťʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ĕÚĖÖĕÚĖŅĽʦÐ·ĕÚʦûĖŅĝʦïĝĹÐÚʦ
ĝĖʦʋʍʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦĝïʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦş÷ÚĖʦ}ŊŅûĖʦĽûðĖÚÖʦFederal Law No. 365 that 
contained them. This law made the commission of a crime ‘ÖŊĹûĖðʟĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʟĝĹʟĕ·ĹŅû·ďʟď·şʥʟ
ûĖʟş·ĹŅûĕÚʟ ĝĹʟ ûĖʟ ÐĝĖÖûŅûĝĖĽʟ ĝïʟ ·Ėʟ ·ĹĕÚÖʟ ÐĝĖŲûÐŅʟ ĝĹʟ ÷ĝĽŅûďûŅûÚĽ’ an aggravating circumstance 
·ĖÖʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅďťʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦďû·ÏûďûŅťʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·Ľʦï·ûď-
ure to carry out orders (Article 332ˉʬʦ ·ÏĽÚĖÐÚʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦ ĝïűÐû·ďʦ ďÚ·ŞÚʦ ˈArticle 337ˉʬʦ ÖÚĽÚĹŅûĝĖʦ
(Article 338ˉʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʫʦEĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦďû·ÏûďûŅťʦş·ĽʦûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚÖʦïĝĹʦŞĝďŊĖŅ·ĹťʦĽŊĹĹÚĖÖÚĹʦ
(Article 352.1) and looting (Article 356.1ˉʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦïĝŊĹʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʦĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦÖÚ-
ïÚĖÐÚʦĝĹÖÚĹĽʬʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďûĽûĖðʦĹÚïŊĽ·ďʦĝĹʦÚŞ·ĽûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚĕʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŊĶĶďûÚĹʦˈArticle 201.3) or custom-
er (Article 285.6) or their violation (Articles 201.2 and 285.5).
9ûĖ·ďďťʬʦŅ÷Úʦď·ĽŅʦŅşĝʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦĶ·ÐČ·ðÚĽʦĝïʦ·ĕÚĖÖĕÚĖŅĽʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦïĝĹʦʋʉʋʋʦ
came into force on 29 December.
Federal Law No. 586 was apparently a reaction to the spread of acts of resistance in Russia 
and in the occupied territories and the activities of ‘railway partisans’; it introduces new of-
fences such as enabling sabotage (Article 281.1ˉʬʦŅĹ·ûĖûĖðʦŅĝʦÐ·ĹĹťʦĝŊŅʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦˈArticle 281.2) 
and creating a sabotage group (Article 281.3ˉʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅĝʦ·ʦ ď·ĹðÚʦÚŤŅÚĖŅʦ·ĹÚʦ·ʦÐĝĶťʦĝïʦArticles 
205.1, 205.3, 205.4 RCCʬʦĶÚĖ·ďûĽûĖðʦĽûĕûď·Ĺʦ·ÐŅĽʬʦÏŊŅʦĹÚď·ŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʫ
Federal Law No. 582ʦ ïŊĹŅ÷ÚĹʦ ÖÚŞÚďĝĶĽʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝĖÐÚĶŅʦ ĝïʦ űð÷ŅûĖðʦ ˒ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ ·ðÚĖŅĽ˓ʬʦ ûʫÚʫʦ ĶÚ·ÐÚ-
ïŊďʦ ĝĶĶĝĖÚĖŅĽʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ş·Ľʦ ·ÖĝĶŅÚÖʦ ·Ľʦ ·ʦ ĽŊĶĶďÚĕÚĖŅʦ Ņĝʦ Federal 
Law No. 255ʦĝïʦʊʍʦRŊďťʦʋʉʋʋʦ˒dĖʦÐĝĖŅĹĝďʦĝŞÚĹʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦŊĖÖÚĹʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦûĖŲŊ-
ÚĖÐÚʫ˓ʦEŅʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚĽʦïĝĹʭ

1. increased liability under Article 239 RCCʦ ˈ˒$ĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦ·ʦĖĝĖ˂ĶĹĝűŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ
Ņ÷·ŅʦûĖïĹûĖðÚĽʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖ·ďûŅťʦ·ĖÖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦĝïʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽ˓ˉʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦş·ĽʦŊĽÚÖʬʦûĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·Ĺʬʦ
for repression against Navalny’s supporters;

2. changes in the wording of Article 330.1 RCCʦ̍ ˒$Ş·ÖûĖðʦïŊďűďďûĖðʦĝÏďûð·ŅûĝĖĽʦĽÚŅʦĝŊŅʦûĖʦ�ŊĽ-
Ľû·Ėʦ ďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʦ ĝĖʦ ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ ·ðÚĖŅĽ˓ˉʬʦ ĽûĕĶďûïťûĖðʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ ûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦ ÖÚĽûðĖ·ŅÚÖʦ
ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦðĹÚ·ŅďťʦÚŤĶ·ĖÖûĖðʦûŅĽʦĽÐĝĶÚʦĝïʦ·ĶĶďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ

EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ûĹʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦ Ŋĕ·ʦ�ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦĝĖʦ ï·ĕûďťʦ ûĽĽŊÚĽʬʦ^ûĖ·ʦdĽŅ·ĖûĖ·ʬʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚÖʦ
in December their intention to criminalise repeated ‘propaganda’ in favour of LGBT rights 
ş÷ûÐ÷ʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ÷·ÖʦĖĝŅʦťÚŅʦÏÚÚĖʦïĝĹĕŊď·ŅÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦÏûďďʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŅûĕÚʦŅ÷ûĽʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦş·ĽʦűĖ·ďûĽÚÖʫ
�ďĝĖðʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÖĝĶŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĖÚşʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦĖĝĹĕĽʬʦ·ʦÐÚĹŅ·ûĖʦ˒÷Ŋĕ·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦĝïʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦďÚðûĽ-
ď·ŅûĝĖʦ·ďĽĝʦŅĝĝČʦĶď·ÐÚʦÖŊĹûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦĕĝĖŅ÷ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĖʦï·ÐŅʦďÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ʦşĝĹĽÚĖûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ŋĕ·Ėʦ
rights situation. We refer to the bill ‘On the application of the provisions of the Russian Crim-

https://www.sova-center.ru/misuse/news/lawmaking/2022/07/d46630/
publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202209240002
publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202212290038
publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202212290032
publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202207140018?index=1
publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202207140018?index=1
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5722407
https://sozd.duma.gov.ru/bill/246425-8
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ûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ}ĹĝÐÚÖŊĹÚʦ�ĝÖÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ ^�ʬʦW^�ʬʦ³·ĶĝĹûŭ÷ŭ÷û·ʦ
ĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦT÷ÚĹĽĝĖʦĹÚðûĝĖ˓ʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦş·Ľʦ·ÖĝĶŅÚÖʦûĖʦűĹĽŅʦĹÚ·ÖûĖðʫʦ^·ĕÚďťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĝÐŊĕÚĖŅʦĽŅ·ŅÚĽʦ
that ‘·Ėʟ·ÐŅʥʟďû·ÏûďûŅťʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖʟĝïʟş÷ûÐ÷ʟûĽʟÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʟÏťʟ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʟĽŅ·ŅŊŅĝĹťʟĹÚðŊď·-
ŅûĝĖĽʥʟûĽʟĖĝŅʟÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ·ĖÖʟĶŊĖûĽ÷·ÏďÚʟûïʟûŅʟÐĝĖŅ·ûĖĽʟÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʟĝïʟ·ʟÐĹûĕÚʟĶĹĝŞûÖÚÖʟïĝĹʟÏťʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ
�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ�ĝÖÚʥʟÏŊŅʟ ûĽʟ·ûĕÚÖʟ·ŅʟĶĹĝŅÚÐŅûĖðʟŅ÷Úʟ ûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅĽʟĝïʟ Ņ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʥʟ Ņ÷Úʟ ĝĖÚŅĽČʟ
}ÚĝĶďÚˌĽʟ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʥʟŅ÷ÚʟWŊð·ĖĽČʟ}ÚĝĶďÚˌĽʟ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʟĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟďÚð·ďďťʟĶĹĝŅÚÐŅÚÖʟûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅĽʟĝïʟÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʟĝĹʟĝĹ-
ð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʥʟŅ÷Úʟ ĝĖÚŅĽČʟ}ÚĝĶďÚˌĽʟ�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʥʟŅ÷ÚʟWŊð·ĖĽČʟ}ÚĝĶďÚˌĽʟ�ÚĶŊÏ-
ďûÐʥʟĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅĽʟ·ĖÖʟĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ³·ĶĝĹûŭ÷ŭ÷û·ʟĹÚðûĝĖʟ·ĖÖʟT÷ÚĹĽĝĖʟĹÚðûĝĖ.’ This is a de facto 
move to establish a unique legal regime providing for the possibility of indemnity against liabil-
ity for the commission of war crimes and any other crimes in the annexed territories in the pe-
ĹûĝÖʦÏÚïĝĹÚʦʌʉʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ·ĖÖʬʦaccordingʦŅĝʦĽĝĕÚʦÚŤĶÚĹŅĽʬʦÚŞÚĖʦ·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷·ŅʦÖ·ŅÚʫʦ

4.1.2. New repressive norms of the Russian 
Criminal Code
EĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ûĕĶĹĝŞÚĕÚĖŅ˓ʦĝïʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚʦťÚ·ĹʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦşÚĹÚʦÐ÷·Ėð-
es adopted to other branches of the law that affected the situation of defendants and of those 
convicted in politically motivated cases.
EĖʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚð·ďʦÐĝĕĕŊĖûŅťʦ·ÐŅûŞÚďťʦÖûĽÐŊĽĽÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÐ·ĖÖ·ďĝŊĽʦproposal of the Russian 
Supreme Court Plenum on the ‘abridged pronouncement of a verdict.’ The proposed amend-
ments to the Russian Criminal Procedure Code would require judges to read out the introducto-
Ĺťʦ·ĖÖʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĶ·ĹŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅʦĝĹʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦĉŊÖûÐû·ďʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖʦĝĖďťʫʦEĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʬʦûŅʦş·ĽʦĝĹûðûĖ·ďďťʦ
envisaged that the part containing the judicial reasoning for the judgment could be prepared 
·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĹû·ďʦûĽʦĝŞÚĹʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷ûĽʦĶĹĝĶĝĽ·ďʦÖûÖʦĖĝŅʦĕ·ČÚʦûŅʦûĖŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÏûďďʫʦ ÚĽĶûŅÚʦobjections from 
lawyers and human rights activists who feared that the new norm would lead to the fact that 
ÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦşĝŊďÖʦĖĝŅʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚʦ÷·ĹÖʦÐĝĶûÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĹÖûÐŅʦûĖʦ·ʦŅûĕÚďťʦĕ·ĖĖÚĹʬʦşĝŊďÖʦ
Ņ÷ŊĽʦÏÚʦŊĖ·ÏďÚʦŅĝʦ·ĶĶÚ·ďʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦûŅʦûĖʦŅûĕÚʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûŞÚʦĶ·ĹŅʦşĝŊďÖʦĽŅûďďʦÏÚʦĶĹÚĶ·ĹÚÖʦ
·ïŅÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĹŊďûĖðʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÏûďďʦş·Ľʦ·ÖĝĶŅÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦ Ŋĕ·ʬʦĽûðĖÚÖʦÏťʦ}ŊŅûĖʦĝĖʦʋʒʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦ
and entered into force as Federal Law No. 608.
In order to facilitate recruitment of prisoners to military units participating in the war against 
�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ·ĖÖʦďÚð·ďûĽÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝÐÚĽĽʬʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦïĝĹĕ·ďďťʬʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅŊĕĖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʦdeputies of the TŊ-
rultai of the Republic of Bashkortostan and members of the Federation Councilʦ�ĖÖĹÚûʦTďûĽ÷·Ľʦ
·ĖÖʦdďð·ʦTĝŞûŅûÖûʦûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚÖʦÐĝĕĶÚŅûĖðʦÏûďďĽʦŅĝʦĽŊĶĶďÚĕÚĖŅʦŅ÷ÚʦRussian Criminal Code with 
a new article (Article 82.2) providing for the postponement of serving a sentence in connection 
şûŅ÷ʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ˒�¤d˓ʦˌ˒ĽĶÚÐû·ďʟĕûďûŅ·ĹťʟĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ’] and ‘ĝŅ÷ÚĹʟĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʟ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʟûĖʟĝĹÖÚĹʟ
ŅĝʟĶĹĝŅÚÐŅʟŅ÷ÚʟûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅĽʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʟ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʫ˓ʦ�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦFederal Law No. 421 of 4 No-
ŞÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʋʦÐ·ĕÚʦ ûĖŅĝʦ ïĝĹÐÚʬʦ ·ďďĝşûĖðʦ ïĝĹʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦĕĝĽŅʦ
·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʬʦ·ĶĶ·ĹÚĖŅďťʬʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʫ
EĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹÚ·ʦĝïʦĕûðĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦĖÚð·ŅûŞÚʦÐ÷·ĖðÚʦŅĝʦďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʦş·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐŅûĝĖʦ
of a presidential amendment to the bill ‘On Citizenship of the Russian Federation’ in the Rus-
Ľû·Ėʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦ Ŋĕ·ʦĝĖʦʊʌʦ̂ ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦðĹÚ·ŅďťʦÚŤĶ·ĖÖĽʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅʦĝïʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�Ĺûĕ-
ûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʬʦŊĖÖÚĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦĕ·ťʦÏÚʦÖÚĶĹûŞÚÖʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽ÷ûĶʦŅ÷Úťʦ

https://advstreet.ru/article/spetsoperatsiya-vsye-spishet/
https://pravo.ru/news/243884/
https://t.me/polniypc/2916
publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202212290134/h
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5592895/h
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5592895/h
https://www.rbc.ru/politics/13/10/2022/6347cb599a7947c9b2576120?from=newsfeed
https://v1.ru/text/politics/2022/11/04/71787101/
https://sozd.duma.gov.ru/bill/49269-8
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÷·Öʦ·ÐĸŊûĹÚÖʦÚ·ĹďûÚĹʫʦEĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦ·Ľʦ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĕťʦˈAr-
ticle 207.3 RCCˉʬʦûŅĽʦ˒ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦˈArticle 280.3 RCCˉʬʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦ·ĖʦŊĖ-
desirable organisation (Article 284.1 RCCˉʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦ ŅĝʦŞûĝď·ŅÚʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹû·ďʦ ûĖŅÚðĹûŅťʦ
of Russia (Article 280.1 RCC) were added to the list.
EĖÖûĹÚÐŅďťʬʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦŞûÐŅûĕĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦïŊŅŊĹÚʦûĽʦ·ďĽĝʦďûČÚ-
ďťʦŅĝʦÏÚʦûĖŲŊÚĖÐÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦÖĹ·ĽŅûÐʦĽûĕĶďûűÐ·ŅûĝĖ of the procedure for adding names to the ‘for-
ÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅĽ˓ʦĹÚðûĽŅÚĹʬʦŅ÷Úʦban on rallies near administrative buildings and transport infrastruc-
ŅŊĹÚʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦŅ÷Úʦequating of geographical maps that do not include the occupied territories 
of Ukraine with extremist materials. This is related to the fact that these bans create the con-
ditions for an increased frequency of application of the unlawful Article 330.1 RCC (‘Evading 
ïŊďűďďûĖðʦĝÏďûð·ŅûĝĖĽʦĽÚŅʦĝŊŅʦ ûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ ďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʦĝĖʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅĽ˓ˉʬʦArticle 
212.1 RCC (‘Repeated violation of the established procedure for organising or holding an as-
ĽÚĕÏďťʬʦĹ·ďďťʬʦÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦĕ·ĹÐ÷ʦĝĹʦĶûÐČÚŅ˓ˉʦ·ĖÖʦArticle 282.4 RCC (‘Repeated propaganda 
ĝĹʦĶŊÏďûÐʦÖûĽĶď·ťʦĝïʦ^·ŭûʦ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʦĝĹʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʬʦĝĹʦ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʦĝĹʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʦĝïʦÚŤŅĹÚĕûĽŅʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·-
ŅûĝĖĽʬʦĝĹʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦ·ŅŅĹûÏŊŅÚĽʦĝĹʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦĝĹʦĶŊÏďûÐʦÖûĽĶď·ťʦĝïʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĽʦĶĹĝ÷ûÏûŅÚÖʦ
by federal laws’) of the Russian Criminal Code in relation to individuals with previous convic-
tions under the corresponding articles of the Russian Code of Administrative Offences. 
An increase in the number of new cases under Article 354.1 RCC (‘Rehabilitation of Nazism’) 
will result from the adoption of Federal Law No. 579ʦ ĝïʦ ʋʒʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦʋʉʋʋʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÐĝĖĽĝďû-
dates the status of the St. George’s Ribbon as one of the symbols of Russia’s military glory 
·ĖÖʦŅ÷ŊĽʦûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚĽʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦďû·ÏûďûŅťʦïĝĹʦûŅĽʦÖÚĽÚÐĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĹĖÚŅʦˈParts 3 & 
4 of the Articleˉʬʦş÷ûďÚʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝÐÚÚÖûĖðĽʦûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÏŊĹĖûĖðʦĝïʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ
ribbons had already been initiated in 2022.
One of the rare positive developments in legislation was that the initiative by the Russian Min-
ûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦRŊĽŅûÐÚʦŅĝʦÖÚĶĹûŞÚʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦÏťʦÚŤŅÚĖĽûĝĖʬʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʬʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÏ·ĽûÐʦ
Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦÖŊĹûĖðʦĹûĝŅĽʬʦÚĶûÖÚĕûÐĽʦ·ĖÖʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÚĕÚĹðÚĖÐûÚĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦş·ĽʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖÚÖʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ ˒Political 
Prisoners and Repression in Russia in 2021˓ʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦÏťʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʦAŊĕ·Ėʦ�ûð÷ŅĽʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʦˈĶʫʦʒʒˉʬʦ
did not become law in 2022.

4.2. Innovations in law enforcement 
�÷Úʦ ûĖŞ·ĽûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ �ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ ş·Ľʦ ·ÐÐĝĕĶ·ĖûÚÖʦ ïĹĝĕʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŞÚĹťʦ űĹĽŅʦ Ö·ťĽʦ Ïťʦ ·ʦ Ľ÷·ĹĶʦ ûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚʦ
ûĖʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʬʦÏĝŅ÷ʦĝïʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·Ĺʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦďûŞûĖðʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦŅÚĹ-
ritories. The suppression of resistance to the authoritarian regime was carried out by means 
of the new repressive legislation and by the reinterpretation of existing norms of the Russian 
Criminal Code. In this chapter we shall point out new law enforcement practices and new ways 
of distorting legal principles embedded in the Russian legislation.

https://vc.ru/legal/538155-vladimir-putin-vnes-v-gosdumu-paket-popravok-o-lishenii-rossiyskogo-grazhdanstva
https://zona.media/article/2022/12/01/agent
https://lenta.ru/news/2022/12/05/poddp/
duma.gov.ru/news/56077/
publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202212290014
https://www.svoboda.org/a/na-podrostka-zaveli-ugolovnoe-delo-za-sozhzhenie-georgievskoy-lentochki/31858299.html/h
https://regulation.gov.ru/projects
https://memohrc.org/sites/all/themes/memo/templates/pdf.php?pdf=/sites/default/files/politzaklyuchyonnye_i_politicheskie_repressii_v_rossii_v_2021_godu.pdf
https://memohrc.org/sites/all/themes/memo/templates/pdf.php?pdf=/sites/default/files/politzaklyuchyonnye_i_politicheskie_repressii_v_rossii_v_2021_godu.pdf
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4.2.1. Special features of the use of new ar-
ticles of the Russian Criminal Code 
The most important repressive innovation of 2022 was the wide application of arti-
cles on the repeated discreditation of the Russian army (Article 280.3 RCCˉʦ ·ĖÖʬʦ ĖĝŅ·Ïďťʬʦ
on the dissemination of information known to be false about the Russian army (Article 207.3 RCC). 
The practice of application of these articles was discussed in detail in Chapter 2.3. Prosecution 
for anti-war statements.
It is worth noting that the practice of application of Article 207.3 RCC demonstrates 
Ņ÷ÚʦŊĽÚʦÏťʦ ûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅĝĹĽʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦÖÚ˂ï·ÐŅĝʦĶĹÚĽŊĕĶŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ŅĹŊŅ÷ʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĝïűÐû·ďʦ
ş·Ĺʦ ĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ·ʦ ĶĹÚĽŊĕĶŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ ðŊûďŅʦ ĝïʦ ·ĖťĝĖÚʦ ĹÚĶĝĹŅûĖðʦ ï·ÐŅĽʦ ˈĝĹʬʦ ĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʬʦ ĝĶûĖûĝĖĽʦ
·ĖÖʦŞûÚşĽˉʦĖĝŅʦÐĝĖŅ·ûĖÚÖʦûĖʦĝïűÐû·ďʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʫʦ�÷ûĽʦ·ĶĶĹĝ·Ð÷ʦÖÚű·ĖŅďťʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÖûÐŅĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖ-
stitutional principle of presumption of innocence and is a notable new step towards legal deg-
radation and arbitrariness.
The practice of applying Article 280.3 RCC contradicts the principles of law in an even more 
blatant way. A mere negative attitude towards the war without regard to the form and modality 
ĝïʦûŅĽʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦÐ·ĖʦĽÚĹŞÚʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĽûĽʦïĝĹʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚð·ďďťʦŊĖÖÚűĖÚÖʦ˒ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅ·-
tion’ of the use of the armed forces. The criminal prosecution of a citizen for a negative opin-
ûĝĖʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽÚÖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦÖÚÐûĽûĝĖĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʬʦş÷ĝʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚĝĹťʦ·ĹÚʦĽŊĶĶĝĽÚÖʦ
Ņĝʦ ĽÚĹŞÚʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ûĖŅÚĹÚĽŅĽʦ ĝïʦ ÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʬʦ ûĽʦ ÚŞÚĖʦĕĝĹÚʦ ĝŊŅĹ·ðÚĝŊĽʦ Ņ÷·Ėʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ ûĖïĹûĖðÚĽʦ
on the freedom of speech in general.
Regarding the practice of application of the above-mentioned norms of the Russian Criminal 
�ĝÖÚʬʦ ûŅʦ ûĽʦşĝĹŅ÷ʦĖĝŅûĖðʦ Ņ÷·ŅʦÖÚĽĶûŅÚʦ Ņ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʦ ŅĝʦŊĽÚʦ Ņ÷ÚĽÚʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĶĹĝ˂ş·ĹʦÏďĝððÚĹĽʦ
and journalists who criticise what they deem to be ineffective actions of the Russian Ministry 
ĝïʦ ÚïÚĖÐÚʬʦĝĖďťʦĝĶĶĝĖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ˒ĽĶÚÐû·ďʦĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖ˓ʦ·ĹÚʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅďťʦÏÚûĖðʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦŊĖÖÚĹʦ
them. This selectivity in law enforcement enables us to argue that the use of these articles de-
ĶÚĖÖĽʦĖĝŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕʦĝĹʦÐĝĖŅÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅʬʦÏŊŅʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĖŅûĝĖĽʦûĕĶďûÚÖʬʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦ
şĝĹÖĽʦŊŅŅÚĹÚÖʦÏťʦ·ʦĶ·ÐûűĽŅʦ·ĖÖʦ·ʦ�ČĹ·ûĖĝĶ÷ĝÏÚʦşûďďʦÏÚʦ·ĽĽÚĽĽÚÖʦÖûïïÚĹÚĖŅďťʫ
�ûĕûď·ĹďťʬʦşÚʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝŅʦ·ş·ĹÚʦĝïʦ·ĖťʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽʦĝĹʦÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅ·ŅûĝĖʦŅ÷·Ņʦ
÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦĖĝĖ˂ĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦÏĝÖûÚĽʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ
·ĽʦÖûĶďĝĕ·ŅûÐʦĝĹʦŅĹ·ÖÚʦĕûĽĽûĝĖĽʦĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊ-
ŅûĝĖĽʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦşÚĹÚʦûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦŅûĕÚʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʦûĖʦÐĝĖĖÚÐŅûĝĖʦ
with the approval of non-violent hooliganism against Russian diplomats (see below).
�ŅʦĶĹÚĽÚĖŅʬʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŊĖÖĝŊÏŅÚÖďťʦŊĖď·şïŊďʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦ Ņ÷·Ņʦ·ĶĶÚ·ĹÚÖʦ ûĖʦʋʉʋʋʦ·ĹÚʦŊĽÚÖʦŞÚĹťʦĹ·ĹÚďťʬʦ
remaining a standby repressive tool. We are aware of just a few cases of their application.
dĖʦʋʉʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ ûŅʦtranspired that a criminal case had been brought for the failure of mo-
bilised individuals to carry out orders (Article 322, Part 2.1, RCC) because they ‘űĹĽŅʟŞÚĹÏ·ďďťʥʟ
·ĖÖʟŅ÷ÚĖʟûĖʟşĹûŅûĖðʟĹÚïŊĽÚÖʟŅĝʟÐ·ĹĹťʟĝŊŅʟŅ÷ÚʟŊĖûŅʟÐĝĕĕ·ĖÖÚĹˌĽʟĝĹÖÚĹʟŅĝʟďÚ·ŞÚʟïĝĹʟŅ÷ÚʟÐĝĕÏ·ŅʟŭĝĖÚ.’
As mentioned above (see 3.11.2. Other new instances of prosecution for espionageˉʬʦ
Pavel Pischulinʬʦ·ʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦÐ·ĽÚʦˈŅĝʦĝŊĹʦČĖĝşďÚÖðÚˉʦŊĖÖÚĹʦArticle 275.1 RCCʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
ĶÚĖ·ďûĽÚĽʦÐĝĖűÖÚĖŅû·ďʦÐĝĝĶÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʦşûŅ÷ʦ·ʦĹÚĶĹÚĽÚĖŅ·ŅûŞÚʦĝïʦ·ʦïĝĹÚûðĖʦĽŅ·ŅÚʬʦûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦĝĹʦïĝĹ-

https://www.agents.media/vlasti-nachali-pokazatelno-nakazyvat-mobilizovannyh-pered-obsuzhdaemoj-novoj-volnoj-prizyva/
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ÚûðĖʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŊĖÖÚĹĕûĖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ9ÚÖÚĹ·ŅûĝĖʬʦş·ĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖʦ
on 18 October.
On 10 November we learnt that the űĹĽŅ criminal case (to our knowledge) for the repeated public 
display of Nazi symbols (Article 282.4, Part 1, RCC) had been brought in Tambov against a local 
resident who allegedly displayed a tattoo with Nazi insignia in a public place. He had previously 
been charged with administrative offences on several occasions for propaganda and display 
of Nazi symbols (Article 20.3 RCAO).
It is also worth noting the criminal case for incitement to activities against the security 
of the state (Article 280.4 RCCˉʦûĖûŅû·ŅÚÖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ·ʦĹÚĽûÖÚĖŅʦĝïʦ�ĕŊĹʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦNikolai Titarenkoʬʦ
mentioned above. 
�÷ÚʦÚŤÐÚĶŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅÚĹĕĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĕ·ĽĽʦĽÐ·ďÚʦşÚĹÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝïʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦïĝĹʦ·ÏĽÚĖÐÚʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦĝïűÐû·ďʦ
leave initiated under the new Article 337, Part 3.1, RCC that was adopted as one of the war amend-
mentsʦĝĖʦʋʍʦ�ÚĶŅÚĕÏÚĹʫʦ�÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦÐ·ĽÚʦşÚʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦ·ş·ĹÚʦĝïʦş·Ľʦinitiated on 17 October against 
a mobilised resident of Yakutia who declared his unwillingness to participate in the war and es-
caped through a hole in the fence surrounding the military unit. As Mediazona notesʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĹŅĽʦ
ĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦʒʍʑʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦĝïʦ·ÏĽÚĖÐÚʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦĝïűÐû·ďʦďÚ·ŞÚʦïĹĝĕʦR·ĖŊ·ĹťʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÏÚðûĖĖûĖðʦĝïʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʫʦ
�÷·ŅʦĽ·ûÖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦ·ĽʦÐĝĕĶ·ĹÚÖʦŅĝʦʋʉʋʊʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ÐČÖĹĝĶʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʬʦ
and their growth became especially noticeable in the summer.

4.2.2. Reinterpretation of norms that existed 
in the Russian Criminal Code before 2022  
Norms of the criminal law previously used for political repression continued to play a signif-
icant role in the prosecution of anti-war and other activists. Some of them these norms have 
ÏÚÚĖʦĹÚûĖŅÚĹĶĹÚŅÚÖʦûĖʦ·ʦĖÚşʬʦÚŞÚĖʦĕĝĹÚʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʬʦş·ťʬʦÚĽĶÚÐû·ďďťʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹŅûÐďÚʦĝĖʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦˈArti-
cle 275 RCCˉʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦÐĹûŅûÐûĽÚÖʦÏťʦ÷Ŋĕ·ĖʦĹûð÷ŅĽʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʫ
An extremely dangerous precedent was the initiation of a criminal case for treason against 
opposition politician and political prisoner ¤ď·ÖûĕûĹʟ T·Ĺ·ʻ]ŊĹŭ·ʬʦ ïĝĹʦ ÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦş÷ĝĽÚʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ
was covered in detail aboveʫʦ�ʦď·şťÚĹʦïĹĝĕʦŅ÷Úʦ9ûĹĽŅʦ ÚĶ·ĹŅĕÚĖŅʦˌ˒}ÚĹŞťʟĝŅÖÚď’] project Valeriya 
Vetoshkina notedʦşûŅ÷ʦĹÚð·ĹÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʦĝïʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦT·Ĺ·˂]ŊĹŭ·ʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďû-
tician ‘ûĽʟÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʟşûŅ÷ʟ̀ ·ĽĽûĽŅûĖðʟ·ʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟĽŅ·ŅÚʟûĖʟ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʟ·ð·ûĖĽŅʟŅ÷ÚʟĽÚÐŊĹûŅťʟĝïʟŅ÷ÚʟĽŅ·ŅÚʤ̩ ʟ�÷ÚĹÚʟ
÷·ŞÚʟÏÚÚĖʟĖĝʟĽŊÐ÷ʟÐ·ĽÚĽʟÏÚïĝĹÚʤʟ�÷ûĽʟûĽʟ·ʟĖÚşʟ·ĖÖʟ·ʟĹ·Ņ÷ÚĹʟÏ·ÖʟĶĹÚÐÚÖÚĖŅʥʟ·ĽʟûŅʟïŊĹŅ÷ÚĹʟÏĹĝ·ÖÚĖĽʟ
Ņ÷ÚʟĽÐĝĶÚʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʟÚď·ĽŅûÐʟ�ĹŅûÐďÚʟʄʉʇʟĝïʟŅ÷Úʟ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʟ�ĝÖÚ.’
Another innovation was the criminal prosecution for ‘preparation for treason’ (Article 275, Part 
1, RCC in conjunction with Article 30, Part 1 RCC). This was exactly what happened űĹĽŅ to an As-
trakhan student Gleb Verdiyanʬʦ·ĹĹÚĽŅÚÖʦĝĖʦʐʦ^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʬʦ·ĖÖʦthen to 21-year-old Savely Frolovʬʦ
ĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦWÚĖûĖʦÖûĽŅĹûÐŅʦÐĝŊĹŅʦĝïʦ¤ď·ÖûČ·ŞČ·ŭʦĝĖʦʊʋʦ ÚÐÚĕÏÚĹʦˈĝĖʦ÷ûĽʦÐ·ĽÚʬʦ
see aboveˉʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦ·ʦ����ʦĽĝŊĹÐÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʬʦ¤ÚĹÖûť·Ėʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦ˒ş·ĖŅÚÖʟŅĝʟĶ·ĽĽʟûĖïĝĹĕ·-
ŅûĝĖʟÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĖðʟĽŅ·ŅÚʟĽÚÐĹÚŅĽʟŅĝʟïĝĹÚûðĖʟûĖŅÚďďûðÚĖÐÚʟĽÚĹŞûÐÚĽ˓ʬʦÏŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ˒ŊĖÐĝŞÚĹÚÖʦ
·ĖÖʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÖ˓ʦ÷ûĕʫʦ�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûĝĖʬʦ9ĹĝďĝŞʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦ ûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦ ĉĝûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ9ĹÚÚʦ
Russia Legion. We also know of one case brought in connection with ‘attempted treason 

https://www.sova-center.ru/racism-xenophobia/news/counteraction/2022/11/d47189//h
https://t.me/pchikov/5251
https://zona.media/news/2023/02/01/voennaya_slujba/h
https://ovd.news/express-news/2022/10/06/protiv-politika-vladimira-kara-murzy-nahodyashchegosya-v-sizo-vozbudili
https://t.me/bbcrussian/37425
https://novayagazeta.eu/articles/2022/12/14/pervyi-otdel-vo-vladikavkaze-arestovali-21-letnego-saveliia-frolova-po-versii-sledstviia-on-sobiralsia-vstupit-v-legion-vsu-svoboda-rossii-news
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in the form of desertion’ (Article 275, Part 1, RCC in conjunction with Article 30, Part 3, RCCˉʬʦ
the case repeatedly mentioned above of Igor Pokusinʬʦş÷ĝʦ·ďďÚðÚÖďťʦûĖŅÚĖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦðĝʦŅĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦ
and join the Ukrainian armed forces.
�ÐÐĝĹÖûĖðʦŅĝʦĝŊĹʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʬʦÖÚïÚĖÖ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦĖÚŞÚĹʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦÏÚÚĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚÖʦ
with ‘incomplete’ offences in post-Soviet Russia.
Other important trends include lowering of the standards for classifying objects as ‘weap-
ons’ in relation to Article 213, Part 2, RCC (‘Hooliganism with the use of weapons or ob-
jects used as weapons’). The cases of performance artist }·ŞÚďʟTĹťĽÚŞûÐ÷ who used a replica 
gun and the Chelyabinsk anarchists who lit Ų·ĹÚĽ (for more details on the latter case see ‘Peo-
ple’s Self-Defence and the banner against the FSB˓ˉʦş÷ĝʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦďĝĖðʦĶĹûĽĝĖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʬʦûĖÖûÐ·ŅÚʦ
Ņ÷·ŅʦĝÏĉÚÐŅĽʦŅĝŅ·ďďťʦûĖÐ·Ķ·ÏďÚʦĝïʦÐ·ŊĽûĖðʦ·Ėťʦ÷·ĹĕʦŅĝʦĝŅ÷ÚĹĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦÐĝĖĽûĽŅÚĖŅďťʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ
·ĽʦşÚ·ĶĝĖĽʫʦWûð÷ŅÚÖʦŲ·ĹÚĽʦ·ĹÚʦ·ďĽĝʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ·Ľ weapons in the case of the Left Blog members 
Ruslan Abasov and Lev Skoryakinʬʦş÷ĝʦĽĶÚĖŅʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦĽûŤʦĕĝĖŅ÷ĽʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĹÚʦĽŅûďďʦ
awaiting sentencing under a ban on certain activities.
dĖʦʋʑʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʬʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦČĖĝşĖʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦÐ·ĽÚʦş·ĽʦĝĶÚĖÚÖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ9��ʦÖĝĖĝĹĽʦïĝĹʦïŊĖÖûĖðʦÚŤ-
tremist activities (Article 282.3, Part 1, RCC). The case concerned the creator of ‘Dissernet’ 
and a ‘Novaya Gazeta’ journalist Andrei Zayakin. We described his case in detail above.
Another ‘innovation’ in the investigation of politically motivated criminal cases was the spread-
ûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦĝïʦĕ·ĽĽʦĽûĕŊďŅ·ĖÚĝŊĽʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʬʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦ·ĶĶďûÚÖʦĕ·ûĖďťʦŅĝʦ��9ʦÚĕĶďĝť-
ÚÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅÚĹĽʬʦŅĝʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦŅ÷ĹĝŊð÷ĝŊŅʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ�÷ûĽʦŅûĕÚʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕ·ďʦ
grounds for mass simultaneous searches was a totally unfounded accusation of telephone ter-
rorism (Article 207 RCC).
EĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦÐď·ĽĽûűÚÖʦ·Ľʦ÷ĝĝďûð·ĖûĽĕʦûĖʦÚŞÚĹťÖ·ťʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦˈArticle 213 RCCˉʬʦÐĝŊďÖʦ
ûĖʦʋʉʋʋʦÏÚÐĝĕÚʦ·ʦŅĹûððÚĹʦïĝĹʦ·ÏĽŊĹÖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦˈArticle 205.2, Part 2, 
RCCˉʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦĕ·ĽĽʦĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʦĝïʦ�·Ņ·ĹĽŅ·ĖʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʦ·ĖÖʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʦŅĝĝČʦĶď·ÐÚʦûĖʦ�ŊðŊĽŅʦ
and October as part of the investigation into the case concerning the mockery of the Russian 
·ĕÏ·ĽĽ·ÖĝĹʦŅĝʦ}ĝď·ĖÖʬʦÖĝŊĽÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦĶ·ûĖŅʦûĖʦ¥·ĹĽ·şʦĝĖʦʒʦ]·ťʫ
9ĝĹʦ ĕĝĹÚʦ ĝĖʦ ĽÚ·ĹÐ÷ÚĽʬʦ ĽÚÚʦ Ð÷·ĶŅÚĹʦ 2.4. Mass searches of activists and journalists 
on spurious grounds.

4.2.3. Breakdown of the legal realm after 
24 February 2022 
Against the background of the ongoing hostilities since 24 February and the occupation of part 
ĝïʦ �ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ ŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹťʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÖûĽûĖŅÚðĹ·ŅûĝĖʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝĕĕĝĖʦ Ė·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ ďÚð·ďʦ ïĹ·ĕÚşĝĹČʬʦ ş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
was observed earlier and which became particularly egregious on the territory of the Chechen 
�ÚĶŊÏďûÐʬʦ÷·ĽʦĽ÷·ĹĶďťʦ·ÐÐÚďÚĹ·ŅÚÖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦdŊĹʦĹÚĶĝĹŅʦÖĝÚĽʦĖĝŅʦûĖŅÚĖÖʦŅĝʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚʦĶĹĝÐÚĽĽÚĽʦ
Ņ÷·Ņʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝŅʦĹÚďÚŞ·ĖŅʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÖÚïĝĹĕÚÖʦĖ·ŅŊĹÚʦĝïʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦď·şʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʦşÚʦÐ·ĖĖĝŅʦï·ûďʦŅĝʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖʦ
those that have a direct bearing on the law enforcement and judicial systems.
9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦ·ʦŞûŞûÖʦûďďŊĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦŞûĝď·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʬʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ}ĹĝÐÚ-
dure Code and Penal Code was the mass recruitment of prisoners throughout Russia to join 

https://memopzk.org/figurant/krisevich-pavel-olegovich/
https://memopzk.org/figurant/krisevich-pavel-olegovich/
https://memopzk.org/dossier/delo-chelyabinskih-anarhistov/
https://memopzk.org/dossier/delo-aktivistov-levogo-bloka-abasova-i-skoryakina/
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Ņ÷Úʦ¥·ðĖÚĹʦ}]�ʬʦ·ʦÏĝÖťʦ·ďĽĝʦĖĝŅʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚÖʦïĝĹʦÏťʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĖðʬʦûĖʦïĝĹĕ·ďʦ
ŅÚĹĕĽʬʦ·ĖʦûďďÚð·ďʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦðĹĝŊĶʫʦEŅĽʦďÚ·ÖÚĹʬʦ$ŞðÚĖťʦ}Ĺûðĝŭ÷ûĖʬʦĝĶÚĖďťʦÖÚÐď·ĹÚÖʦŅ÷·ŅʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦĹÚ-
fusing to comply with the ‘Wagner’ orders would be executed on the spot directly on the prem-
ises of the Russian Federal Penitentiary Service institutions in the presence of their staff.
Accordingʦ Ņĝʦ ÷Ŋĕ·Ėʦ Ĺûð÷ŅĽʦ ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĖŊĕÏÚĹʦ ĝïʦ ĽŊÐ÷ʦ ÚŤÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ ÷·Öʦ ĹÚ·Ð÷ÚÖʦ ·Ņʦ ďÚ·ĽŅʦ
ʍʉʦÏťʦĕûÖ˂^ĝŞÚĕÏÚĹʫʦ�ŊÐ÷ʦÚŤŅĹ·ĉŊÖûÐû·ďʦÚŤÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʬʦĽĝĕÚŅûĕÚĽʦĝïʦ·ʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹďťʦÏĹŊŅ·ďʦĖ·ŅŊĹÚʬʦ
as in the case of Evgeny Nuzhinʬʦş÷ĝʦş·ĽʦČûďďÚÖʦÏťʦ·ʦĽďÚÖðÚ÷·ĕĕÚĹʦÏďĝşʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ÷Ú·ÖʦïĝĹʦĽŊĹ-
ĹÚĖÖÚĹûĖðʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·ĹĕÚÖʦïĝĹÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĹÚĶĝĹŅûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦĝïʦ}Ĺûðĝŭ÷ûĖ˓ĽʦĕÚĹÐÚĖ·ĹûÚĽʬʦ
·ĹÚʦĖĝŅʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʬʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦş·ťʦ·ĽʦŅ÷Úťʦ÷·ÖʦĶĹÚ-
ŞûĝŊĽďťʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦûĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅÚʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦT·ÖťĹĝŞûŅÚĽʫ
Mass detention of Ukrainian prisoners of war in institutions of the Russian Federal Penitentiary 
Service is contrary to Russian legislation. It has been carried out without reference to the norms 
ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ }ĹĝÐÚÖŊĹÚʦ�ĝÖÚʦ ĝĹʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ }ÚĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʬʦ ď·şťÚĹĽʦ ·ĖÖʦĕÚĕÏÚĹĽʦ
ĝïʦĶŊÏďûÐʦĝŞÚĹĽûð÷ŅʦÐĝĕĕûĽĽûĝĖĽʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝŅʦ·ďďĝşÚÖʦŅĝʦŞûĽûŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦÚŞÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦŅĝŅ·ďʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĶĹûĽ-
oners of war and abducted civilians in Russian-controlled remand prisons and penal colonies 
remains unknown.
We do not consider it necessary to describe in detail the pseudo-legal instruments used 
in the occupied and formally annexed ‘new’ (as opposed to Crimea) Ukrainian regions. 
�Ľʦ ï·Ĺʦ ·ĽʦÐ·ĖʦÏÚʦ ĽÚÚĖʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ˒ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖ˓ʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦÐûŅûŭÚĖĽʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷ÚĽÚʦ ĹÚðûĝĖĽʦ ûĽʦ ÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦ
Ïťʦ ·ĶĶďťûĖðʦ ĶĹÚÖĝĕûĖ·ĖŅďťʦ ÚŤŅĹ·ĉŊÖûÐû·ďʦ ĕÚŅ÷ĝÖĽʬʦ ĽŊÐ÷ʦ ·Ľʦ ·ÏÖŊÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦ ŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʬʦ ÚŤÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ
ĝĹʦ ĽŊÐ÷ʦ ˒ďÚð·ďʦĕÚÐ÷·ĖûĽĕĽ˓ʦ ·Ľʦ ˒ÚŤĶŊďĽûĝĖʦ Ņĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚ˓ʦ ïĝĹʦ ·ʦĶĹĝ˂�ČĹ·ûĖû·ĖʦĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʫʦ �ûĕûď·Ĺďťʬʦ
the ‘prosecution’ of Russian service personnel who refuse to take part in military operations 
·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦ·ĽʦÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦûĖʦ�÷·ĶŅÚĹʦʋʫʑʬʦûĽʦď·ĹðÚďťʦÐĝĖÖŊÐŅÚÖʦĝŊŅĽûÖÚʦŅ÷ÚʦďÚð·ďʦïĹ·ĕÚşĝĹČʦ
·ĖÖʦûĽʦ·ÐÐĝĕĶ·ĖûÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦ·ÏÖŊÐŅûĝĖʬʦÖÚŅÚĖŅûĝĖʦûĖʦĽÚÐĹÚŅʦĶĹûĽĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʫ
�Ņʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ľ·ĕÚʦ ŅûĕÚʬʦ ÖÚĽĶûŅÚʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦ ŊĽÚʦ ĝïʦ Ņ÷Úʦ  ^�ʦ ·ĖÖʦ W^�ʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ ÐĝÖÚĽʬʦ ş÷ûÐ÷ʦ
·ĹÚʦĖĝŅʦÐĝĕĶďû·ĖŅʦşûŅ÷ʦûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦď·şʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦ÷·Ľʦ·ďĽĝʦÏÚÚĖʦŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦÐ·Ĺ-
ry out repression in these ‘republics.’

https://newtimes.ru/articles/detail/229399
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$ŞÚĖʦûïʦûŅʦşÚĹÚʦĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦŅĝʦ˒ÚŤŅĹ·ÐŅ˓ʦ�ŊĽĽû·˓ĽʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦş·Ĺʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʦïĹĝĕʦʋʉʋʋʬʦşÚʦşĝŊďÖʦ
ĽŅûďďʦĽÚÚʦ·ʦÐĝĖĽûĽŅÚĖŅʦÐĝĖŅûĖŊ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ÚÖʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦŅĹÚĖÖĽʫʦEĖʦĽĝĕÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʬʦ
ĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦûĖʦÏĝŅ÷ʦĽÐ·ďÚʦ·ĖÖʦĽÚŞÚĹûŅťʬʦş÷ûďÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦ
reached their logical conclusion. 

• The authorities have succeeded in putting an end to the public activity of structures 
established by Aleksei NavalnyʦşûŅ÷ûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďûĽÚÖʦ·ĽʦÚ·Ĺďťʦ·ĽʦʋʉʋʊʬʦŅ÷Úťʦ·ĹÚʦĝĖďťʦ
able to operate outside the country. Navalny himself saw his sentence initially increased 
ïĹĝĕʦĉŊĽŅʦŊĖÖÚĹʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦŅĝʦĖûĖÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦûŅʦşûďďʦĖĝŅʦÚĖÖʦ÷ÚĹÚʦ˅ʦ÷ÚʦşûďďʦĽĝĝĖʦÏÚʦŅĹûÚÖʦ
for the ‘creation of an extremist group.’ Liliya ChanyshevaʬʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦĹÚðûĝĖ·ďʦÐĝĝĹÖûĖ·ŅĝĹʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ^·Ş·ďĖťʦAÚ·ÖĸŊ·ĹŅÚĹĽʦûĖʦ�ï·ʬʦûĽʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅďťʦÏÚûĖðʦ÷ÚďÖʦĝĖʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖʦûĖʦ·ʦĽûĕûď·ĹʦÐ·ĽÚʫʦ

• It is likely that the Russian authorities have also decided to put a stop to the public ac-
ŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦĝïʦ]ûČ÷·ûďʦT÷ĝÖĝĹČĝŞĽČť˓ĽʦĝĹð·ĖûĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ʫʦ�÷ÚʦïĝĹĕÚĹʦÖûĹÚÐŅĝĹʦĝïʦdĶÚĖʦ
�ŊĽĽû·ʬʦAndrei Pivovarovʬʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦŅĝʦïĝŊĹʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʫʦ

• EĖʦðÚĖÚĹ·ďʬʦ·ĖťʦĝĶĶĝĽûŅûĝĖʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·ĖĽʦş÷ĝʦÚĖĉĝťʦÚŞÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĽďûð÷ŅÚĽŅʦÖÚðĹÚÚʦĝïʦĶĝĶŊď·ĹûŅťʦ
·ĕĝĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐʦ·ĹÚʦÏ·ĹĹÚÖʦïĹĝĕʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅûĖðʦûĖʦÚďÚÐŅûĝĖĽʬʦÚŞÚĖʦ·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦĕŊĖûÐûĶ·ďʦďÚŞÚďʫʦ
Those who are not in prison or in forced exile are not allowed to register as candidates 
on the basis of previously imposed legal restrictions. 

• The legal entities of the civil society associations International Memorial Society and Me-
morial Human Rights Centre have been liquidated. While the liquidation of these legal 
ÚĖŅûŅûÚĽʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚĽʦ·ʦ÷ĝĽŅʦĝïʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦÖûïűÐŊďŅûÚĽʬʦûŅʦĹÚĕ·ûĖĽʦĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦşĝĹČʦ
Ņĝʦ ÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ ĝĖÚʦĕÚĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦ]ÚĕĝĹû·ďʬʦ�·Č÷ĹĝĕʟT÷·ĕĹĝÚŞʬʦş÷ĝʦ ïĝĹʦĕ·Ėťʦ
ťÚ·ĹĽʦÖÚïÚĖÖÚÖʦ]ŊĽďûĕĽʦşĹĝĖðïŊďďťʦ·ÐÐŊĽÚÖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʬʦş·ĽʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦ·ʦï·ĹʦĕĝĹÚʦ
severe attack. Our colleague is currently held on remand on a charge of terrorism 
Ņ÷·ŅʦÐ·ĹĹûÚĽʦ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦďûïÚʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚʦûĽʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĶŊĹÚďťʦ
on his human rights activities. 

• Memorial is of course not the only authoritative human rights organisation of which 
Ņ÷Úʦ ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦ ÷·ŞÚʦ ĽĝŊð÷Ņʦ Ņĝʦ ĹûÖʦ Ņ÷ÚĕĽÚďŞÚĽʫʦ EĖʦ ď·ŅÚʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦ ĝïʦ RŊĽŅûÐÚʦ
űďÚÖʦ ·ʦ ď·şĽŊûŅʦ Ņĝʦ ÐďĝĽÚʦ ÖĝşĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦAÚďĽûĖČûʦ:ĹĝŊĶʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ �·Č÷·ĹĝŞʦ�ÚĖŅĹÚʦ
ş·Ľʦ÷ûŅʦşûŅ÷ʦĕûďďûĝĖĽʦĝïʦĹĝŊÏďÚĽʦûĖʦűĖÚĽʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûŅʦşûďďʦďûČÚďťʦÏÚʦŊĖ·ÏďÚʦŅĝʦĶ·ťʦĝïïʫʦ

• The deplorable custom of announcing new ‘foreign agents’ on Friday evenings has con-
ŅûĖŊÚÖʫʦEĖʦ·ÖÖûŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅĽʬʦĉĝŊĹĖ·ďûĽŅĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝďûŅûÐû·ĖĽʬʦÐŊďŅŊĹ·ďʦűðŊĹÚĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅÚÖʦ
to appear regularly on the register. Members of the State Duma have spent all year ‘per-
ïÚÐŅûĖð˓ʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ ïĝĹÚûðĖʦ·ðÚĖŅĽ˓ʦďÚðûĽď·ŅûĝĖʬʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĖÖʦûĕĶĝĽ-
ûĖðʦ÷·ĹĽ÷ÚĹʦĶÚĖ·ďŅûÚĽʦĝĖʦŞûĝď·ŅĝĹĽʫʦ¥Úʦ÷·ŞÚʦűĖ·ďďťʦĹÚ·Ð÷ÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝûĖŅʦş÷ÚĹÚʦûŅʦûĽʦĖĝŅʦÚŞÚĖʦ
ĖÚÐÚĽĽ·Ĺťʦ Ņĝʦ÷·ŞÚʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦ ïĝĹÚûðĖʦĕĝĖÚťʦ ŅĝʦÏÚʦ ď·ÏÚďďÚÖʦ·Ėʦ ˒·ðÚĖŅʬ˓ʦĝĖÚʦĕŊĽŅʦĽûĕĶďťʦ
be under ‘ïĝĹÚûðĖʟûĖŲŊÚĖÐÚ.’ 

• The prosecution of a wide range of activists and peaceful protestors — no matter what 
Ņ÷Úʦ·ĹÚ·ʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦşĝĹČʦ˅ʦûĽʦÏÚÐĝĕûĖðʦĕĝĹÚʦĽÚŞÚĹÚʫʦ9ĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦTûĹûďďʟ�ČĹ·ûĖŅĽÚŞʬʦÐ÷·ûĹʦ
ĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦTŊĹûÚĹʦˌCourierˍʦŅĹ·ÖÚʦŊĖûĝĖʬʦş·ĽʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦûĖʦ]ĝĽÐĝşʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ
of repeated violations of the regulations governing public events under the unlawful 
and unconstitutional Article 212.1 of the Russian Criminal Code. Under this same ar-
ŅûÐďÚʬʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ĖŅĽʦûĖʦĶĹĝŅÚĽŅĽʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦÐĝĹĝĖ·ŞûĹŊĽʦĹÚĽŅĹûÐŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦ¤ď·ÖûČ·ŞČ·ŭʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚÖʦ
ďĝĖðʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦˈûĖʦĶ·ĹŅûÐŊď·ĹʬʦVadim Cheldiev was sentenced to ten years). Dariya Poli-
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ŊÖĝŞ·ʬʦïĝŊĖÖÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦWÚïŅʦ�ÚĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦĕĝŞÚĕÚĖŅʬʦş·ĽʦðûŞÚĖʦ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ûĹÖʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅû-
Ş·ŅÚÖʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʫʦ�÷ûĽʦŅûĕÚʬʦ÷ÚĹʦŅÚĹĕʦĝïʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʦş·ĽʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦŅĝʦĖûĖÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ·ï-
ter she was accused of what amounted to holding single-person pickets and posting 
on social media.

• �÷ĝÐČûĖðďťʬʦ Ivan Safronovʬʦ ·ʦ ïĝĹĕÚĹʦ ÖÚïÚĖÐÚʦ ĽÚÐŅĝĹʦ ÐĝĹĹÚĽĶĝĖÖÚĖŅʬʦ ş·Ľʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚÖʦ
to 22 years in a strict regime penal colony on charges of ‘treason’ for his journalistic 
work that was admitted to be based on publicly available information.

• }ÚĹ÷·ĶĽʦŅ÷ÚʦĽĝďÚʦĶĝĽûŅûŞÚʦÚŞÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦťÚ·Ĺʦş·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦűĖ·ďʦ·ÐĸŊûŅŅ·ďʦĝïʦYulia Tsvetkovaʬʦ
·ʦ ïÚĕûĖûĽŅʦ·ĹŅûĽŅʦ ïĹĝĕʦTĝĕĽĝĕĝďĽČ˂ĝĖ˂�ĕŊĹʫʦ�÷Úʦ·ÐŅûŞûĽŅʦ÷·ÖʦÏÚÚĖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚÖʦĽûĖÐÚʦ
2019 on charges of ‘disseminating pornographic materials’ after producing body-posi-
tive drawings of vaginas.

• dŞÚĹ·ďďʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚʦ ÷·Ľʦ ÐĝĖŅûĖŊÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ ˒ČÚÚĶʦ ş·ŅÐ÷ʦ ĝĖʦ ·ďďʦ ïĹĝĖŅĽ˓ʬʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĖðʦ ÐĝĕÚÖťʦ
ÏďĝððÚĹĽʬʦ·Ö÷ÚĹÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦ˒ŊĖ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûĽÚÖ˓ʦĹÚďûðûĝĖĽʬʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹĽʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĖÚŊŅĹ·ďʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦ
Ð÷·ĖĖÚďĽʬʦïĝďďĝşÚĹĽʦĝïʦĕ·ĹðûĖ·ďʦûÖÚĝďĝðûÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·ĽʦĶĹÚĶ·ĹûĖðʦŅĝʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚʦ
pressure on the LGBTQ community by banning ‘propaganda of non-traditional relation-
ships’ among people of all ages.

This would have been the end of the review of repression in 2022 were it not for the war.
EĖÖÚÚÖʬʦûŅʦûĽʦŅ÷ûĽʦïŊďď˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦş·ĹʦŅ÷·ŅʦĖĝşʦÖÚűĖÚĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĽĽÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦĶĹĝĽÚ-
cutions carried out by the Russian authorities both within Russia and in the occupied territories.
Neither the military repression nor the war itself came into being out of nothing. They were 
preceded by two decades of deliberate suppression of political rights and freedoms in Rus-
Ľû·ʦ ˈ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĹÚÚʦÖÚÐ·ÖÚĽʦÖŊĹûĖðʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝŊĖŅĹťʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĖÚŞÚĹʦÖûÖʦÚĕÏ·ĹČʦĝĖʦĽÚĹûĝŊĽʦ ûĖĽŅû-
ŅŊŅûĝĖ·ďʦ ĹÚïĝĹĕĽʬʦ ĹÚðŊď·Ĺďťʦş·ðÚÖʦş·ĹĽʦ ·ĖÖʦ ÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦ ÷ĝĹĹûűÐʦş·Ĺ crimes with impunity). 
�÷ÚʦûĖŅÚĖĽûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʦş·ĽʦÐďÚ·ĹďťʦĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹťʦŅĝʦÚĽ-
tablish de facto military censorship in 2022 and to make the large-scale organisation of an-
ti-war protests impossible.
Let us now consider the fundamental trends and occurrences of politically motivated prosecu-
tions related to the war against Ukraine.

I. The establishment of de facto military censorship became the hallmark of 2022. 
EŅʦûĽʦ·ĽĽĝÐû·ŅÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝĽŅʦĽûðĖûűÐ·ĖŅʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĖŊĕÏÚĹʦĝïʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹûĽĝĖÚĹĽʦĝĖʦ]Ú-
ĕĝĹû·ď˓Ľʦ ˒ðÚĖÚĹ·ď˓ʦ ďûĽŅʦ ûĖʦ ûŅĽʦ ÷ûĽŅĝĹťʦ˅ʦ ·Ėʦ ·ďĕĝĽŅʦ ʊʎʉʦĶÚĹÐÚĖŅʦ ûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚʫʦ EĖʦ ʋʉʋʊʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ďûĽŅʦ ðĹÚşʦ
Ïťʦ·ʦŅ÷ûĹÖʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦĽÚÚĕÚÖʦŊĖĶĹÚÐÚÖÚĖŅÚÖďťʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûŞÚʦĶĹûĝĹʦŅĝʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʫʦEĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦʐʍʦĖ·ĕÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ
·ÖÖÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅʬʦÐĝĕĶ·ĹÚÖʦŅĝʦʌʋʦûĖʦʋʉʋʊʫ
�÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʬʦï·ĹʦïĹĝĕʦďûĕûŅûĖðʦûŅĽÚďïʦŅĝʦĽŊĶĶĹÚĽĽûĖðʦ·ĖŅû˂ş·ĹʦÖÚĕĝĖĽŅĹ·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ÷·ĽʦĝïűÐû·ďďťʦÏ·ĖĖÚÖʦ
any criticism of the Russian Federation’s military actions and calls to stop them. These new re-
pressive norms can be and sometimes are also used against supporters of Russian aggression 
ş÷ĝʦ·ĹÚʦÖûĽĽ·ŅûĽűÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦďĝşʦÚïűÐûÚĖÐťʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ·ĹĕťʬʦÏŊŅʦ·ŅʦĶĹÚĽÚĖŅʦŅ÷Úťʦ·ĹÚʦ·ďĕĝĽŅʦ
·ďş·ťĽʦÖûĹÚÐŅÚÖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĝĶĶĝĖÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʦĝĖʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʫʦEĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦ·ÖĕûĖûĽŅĹ·ŅûŞÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦşÚĹÚʦ
ÏĹĝŊð÷Ņʦ ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦĕĝĹÚʦ Ņ÷·ĖʦʎʬʉʉʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ ïĝĹʦ ˒ÖûĽÐĹÚÖûŅûĖðʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ·Ĺĕť˓ʬʦş÷ûďÚʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ Ð÷·ĹðÚĽʦ
for ‘discrediting the army’ and ‘fake news about the army’ were brought against more than 
ʋʉʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʬʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·Ėʦʍʉʦĝïʦş÷ĝĕʦşÚĹÚʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖÚÖʫ

https://ruswars.org/ru/
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The severity of punishments for speaking out has exceeded previously established limits. Pri-
ĝĹʦŅĝʦʋʉʋʋʬʦĝĖÚʦÐĝŊďÖʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚʦŊĶʦŅĝʦĽÚŞÚĖʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦïĝĹʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦĝĹʦĉŊĽ-
ŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦ ˈ·Ėʦ ·ďĹÚ·ÖťʦÏď·Ņ·ĖŅďťʦÖûĽĶĹĝĶĝĹŅûĝĖ·ŅÚʦĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʬʦ ÚŞÚĖʦ ûĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ
ĝïʦŅĹŊďťʦĽĝÐû·ďďťʦÖ·ĖðÚĹĝŊĽʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽˉʫʦ^ĝşʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĶŊÏďûÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦş·ĹʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦ
committed by the Russian army is punishable by up to eight and a half years’ imprisonment 
and legislation criminalising the spread of ‘fake news’ provides for a maximum punishment 
of 15 years’ imprisonment.
�÷ĝĽÚʦÐĝĖŞûÐŅÚÖʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦĖÚÐÚĽĽ·ĹûďťʦĹÚÐÚûŞÚʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ÷·ĹĽ÷ʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦ·ĹÚʦĖĝŅʦ·ď-
ways remanded in custody for the duration of their investigation. Other possible punishments 
ûĖÐďŊÖÚʦ ÐĝĹĹÚÐŅûŞÚʦ ď·ÏĝŊĹʬʦ űĖÚĽʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĽŊĽĶÚĖÖÚÖʦ ĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚĽʫʦ �÷Úʦ EĖŞÚĽŅûð·ŅûŞÚʦ �ĝĕĕûŅŅÚÚʦ
and the courts can arbitrarily adjust the gravity of the charges by choosing between ‘discred-
ûŅûĖð˓ʬʦ ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʬʦ ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦ·ððĹ·Ş·ŅûĖðʦÐûĹÐŊĕĽŅ·ĖÐÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦ ˒ï·ČÚʦĖÚşĽ˓ʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦ
ÏťʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫ
Administrative and criminal prosecutions for anti-war statements are complemented 
Ïťʦ Ņ÷Úʦ ď·ĹðÚ˂ĽÐ·ďÚʦÏďĝÐČûĖðʦĝïʦĕÚÖû·ʬʦşÚÏĽûŅÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝÐû·ďʦĖÚŅşĝĹČĽʬʦÏ·ĖĽʦĝĖʦĶÚĹïĝĹĕ·ĖÐÚĽʦ
ÏťʦÐŊďŅŊĹ·ďʦűðŊĹÚĽʦş÷ĝʦ÷·ŞÚʦĽĶĝČÚĖʦĝŊŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʬʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďďťʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦÖûĽĕûĽĽ·ďĽʦ
and (for students) expulsions.
�ťʦĽŊÐ÷ʦĕÚ·ĽŊĹÚĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦûĽʦ·ÏďÚʦŅĝʦĽĝďŞÚʦĽÚŞÚĹ·ďʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐ·ďʦĶĹĝÏďÚĕĽʭʦűĹĽŅďťʬʦûŅʦ·Ð÷ûÚŞÚĽʦŅĝ-
Ņ·ďʦÖĝĕûĖ·ĖÐÚʦĝïʦĶĹĝ˂ş·ĹʦĶĹĝĶ·ð·ĖÖ·ʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦĽĶ·ÐÚʮʦĽÚÐĝĖÖďťʬʦûŅʦÐĹÚ·ŅÚĽʦ·ʦïÚÚďûĖðʦ
ĝïʦŊĖÚĸŊûŞĝÐ·ďʦĽŊĶĶĝĹŅʦïĝĹʦ·ĖŅû˂�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·ððĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦûĖʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʦ˅ʦ·ïŅÚĹʦ·ďďʬʦĕĝŅûŞ·ŅÚÖʦ
Ïťʦ·ʦĉŊĽŅûűÚÖʦïÚ·ĹʬʦĕĝĹÚʦ·ĖÖʦĕĝĹÚʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦÏÚÐĝĕÚʦ·ïĹ·ûÖʦŅĝʦĽĶÚ·ČʦĝŊŅʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʬʦĕ·ČûĖðʦ
ûŅʦÚ·ĽûÚĹʦŅĝʦÐĝĖŅĹĝďʦŅ÷ÚʦĕĝÖÚĹ·ŅÚʬʦÖĝŊÏŅûĖðʦÏŊŅʦÐĝĖïĝĹĕûĽŅʦĕ·ĉĝĹûŅťʫ

II. Violence and coercion not based on law has become far more widespread and apparent. 
W·şʦÚĖïĝĹÐÚĕÚĖŅʦ·ðÚĖÐûÚĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦÏÚÚĖʦðĹ·ĖŅÚÖʦ˒ĶÚĹĕûĽĽûĝĖ˓ʦĝĹʦÏÚÚĖʦĽĶÚÐûűÐ·ďďťʦĝĹÖÚĹÚÖʦ
ŅĝʦÚŤ÷ûÏûŅʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦÐĹŊÚďŅťʦŅĝş·ĹÖĽʦÖÚŅ·ûĖÚÚĽʫʦ�ĝĹŅŊĹÚʬʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽďťʦŊĽÚÖʦ·ďĕĝĽŅʦÚŤÐďŊĽûŞÚďťʦ
ŅĝʦÚďûÐûŅʦÐĝĖïÚĽĽûĝĖĽʬʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚðŊĖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦŊĽÚÖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĕÚ·ĖĽʦĝïʦĹÚŅĹûÏŊŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦĝïʦ÷·ŅĹÚÖʦ
towards the ‘enemy.’ The torture cases of �ĹŅÚĕʟT·ĕ·ĹÖûĖʬʦĹÚĕ·ĖÖÚÖʦûĖʦÐŊĽŅĝÖťʦïĝĹʦĹÚÐûŅûĖðʦ
ĶĝÚŅĹťʦûĖʦĶŊÏďûÐʬʦ·ĖÖʦNekoglai (Nikolai Lebedevˉʬʦ·ʦ�ûČ�ĝČÚĹʦş÷ĝʦĶ·ĹĝÖûÚÖʦ·ʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦĽĝďÖûÚĹʦ
ûĖʦ·ʦ ŅĹÚĖÐ÷ʬʦşÚĹÚʦşûÖÚďťʦĶŊÏďûÐûĽÚÖʫʦ^ÚČĝðď·ûʦş·ĽʦĽŊÏĽÚĸŊÚĖŅďťʦÖÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦŅĝʦ]ĝďÖĝŞ·ʫʦ�ĝŅ÷ʦ
accounts reported the use of sexualised violence as a method of degrading human dignity.
Practices that have been widespread in Chechnya for years have been normalized across 
ĕ·Ėťʦ ĹÚðûĝĖĽʦ ûĖʦ ʋʉʋʋʬʦ ûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ ]ĝĽÐĝşʦ ·ĖÖʦ ĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦ �ĹûĕÚ·ʫʦ �ĕĝĖðʦ Ņ÷ÚĽÚʦ ĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚĽʦ
·ĹÚʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹÐÚÖʦĶŊÏďûÐʦ·ĶĝďĝðûÚĽʦĝĖʦŞûÖÚĝʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ˒ðŊûďŅť˓ʦĶ·ĹŅťʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦ÷·ŞÚʦûĖÐďŊÖÚÖʦÚŞÚĖʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦ
of schoolchildren.
The risks have increased for activists and journalists of being subjected to violence by ‘un-
known persons’ who may be cooperating with the security forces or acting on their own initi-
ative. It has become widespread to mark the doors of the apartments of ‘enemies of the people’ 
şûŅ÷ʦûÖÚĝďĝðûÐ·ďʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅĽʫʦ�÷Úʦĕ·ČûĖðʦĝïʦÖÚĖŊĖÐû·ŅûĝĖĽʬʦ·ʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʦĕŊÐ÷ʦï·ŞĝŊĹÚÖʦ
·ĖÖʦÚĖÖĝĹĽÚÖʦÏťʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʬʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÐĝĕÚʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽûĖðďťʦĶĹÚŞ·ďÚĖŅʫʦdÐÐ·ĽûĝĖ·ďďťʬʦĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦ
·ĹûĽÚĖʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦûĖÖûŞûÖŊ·ďĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦĹÚĶĝĹŅÚÖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûÐÚʦÐĝĖŞÚĹĽ·ŅûĝĖĽʦŅ÷ÚťʦĝŞÚĹ÷Ú·ĹÖʬʦŅ÷ÚʦďûĽŅĽʦ
ĝïʦ�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ĖĖÚďĽʦĝĖʦĽĝĕÚĝĖÚʦÚďĽÚ˓ĽʦĶ÷ĝĖÚʬʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʦĝĖʦÐďĝŅ÷ûĖðʦĝïʦĶ·ĽĽÚĹĽ˂Ïťʬʦ·ĖÖʦĽĝʦĝĖʫ
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III. The state has begun carrying out political repression openly, abandoning any plausible 
ďÚð·ďʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖ the very principle of law itself. 
Law enforcement agencies no longer pretend that prosecutions for public statements re-
ĸŊûĹÚĽʦŅ÷ÚĕʦŅĝʦĶĝĽÚʦ·ʦŅ÷ĹÚ·ŅʦŅĝʦĽĝÐûÚŅťʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĽʦûĖÐûŅÚĕÚĖŅʦŅĝʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʫʦ]ÚĹÚʦÐĹûŅûÐûĽĕʦĝïʦĕûď-
ûŅ·Ĺťʦ·ððĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦ ûĽʦÚĖĝŊð÷ʫʦ�Ņʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĽ·ĕÚʦŅûĕÚʬʦ·ĖťŅ÷ûĖðʦŅ÷·ŅʦÐĝĖŅĹ·ÖûÐŅĽʦ Ņ÷Úʦ]ûĖûĽŅĹťʦĝïʦ Ú-
ïÚĖÐÚ˓ĽʦĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦûĽʦĝïűÐû·ďďťʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦ˒ ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦČĖĝşĖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦï·ďĽÚʫ˓ʦ�÷ÚĽÚʦĹÚĶĝĹŅĽʦ·ĹÚʦŅĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦ
by the Investigative Committee and the courts as already established truths; ‘information 
known to be true’ that does not require any proof. Representatives of the Ministry do not even 
ĖÚÚÖʦŅĝʦÏÚʦĸŊÚĽŅûĝĖÚÖʦûĖʦÐĝŊĹŅʦ·ĽʦşûŅĖÚĽĽÚĽʦŅĝʦÐĝĖűĹĕʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĽŅ·ŅÚĕÚĖŅĽʬʦş÷ÚĹÚʦŅ÷ÚťʦşĝŊďÖʦ
·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦŞÚĹťʦďÚ·ĽŅʦÏÚʦĖĝŅûűÚÖʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦďû·ÏûďûŅťʦïĝĹʦĶĹĝŞûÖûĖðʦï·ďĽÚʦŅÚĽŅûĕĝĖťʫʦEĖʦĶĹ·ÐŅûÐÚʬʦŅ÷Úʦ·Ķ-
plication of the new laws prosecuting anti-war stances comes with a presumption of guilt 
for the accused and a prohibition on disapproving of the actions of the state.
The security forces and law enforcement agencies care nothing for the plausibility of the pre-
texts for their searches of activists’ homes. These are simply open campaigns of intimidation.
Russia’s refused to even formally implement the rulings of the European Court of Human 
Rights in 2022 was entirely expected. This was preceded by the consolidation in the 2020 Con-
ĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖʦĝïʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶĹûĕ·ÐťʦĝïʦĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦĝŞÚĹʦ ûĖŅÚĹĖ·ŅûĝĖ·ďʦ ď·şʬʦÖÚĽĶûŅÚʦŅ÷ûĽʦÏÚûĖðʦ ûĖʦÖûĹÚÐŅʦÐĝĖ-
ŅĹ·ÖûÐŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĖŅÚĖŅĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦűĹĽŅʦÐ÷·ĶŅÚĹʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĝĖĽŅûŅŊŅûĝĖʫʦ�÷ûĽʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĶ·ĹŅʦ
ĝïʦ·ʦďĝĖðʦ·ĖÖʦĝĖðĝûĖðʦĶĹĝÐÚĽĽʦÏťʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·ĖʦðĝŞÚĹĖĕÚĖŅʦ÷·Ľʦ·ÖĝĶŅÚÖʦ·ĖʦĝïűÐû·ďʦÖûĽĹÚ-
gard for international law.

IV. Closely linked to the aforementioned trends of a reduction in the role of formal judicial 
processes and an increase in the use of unlawful violence has come ideological repression.
Prosecutions founded on entirely ideological grounds have become far more widespread. 
�ŊÐ÷ʦðĹĝŊĖÖĽʦûĖÐďŊÖÚʬʦïĝĹʦÚŤ·ĕĶďÚʬʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ˒şĹĝĖð˓ʦĝĶûĖûĝĖʬʦ˒ûĖĽŊďŅûĖð˓ʦĽ·ÐĹÚÖʦĽťĕÏĝďĽʦ
and ideas which are not so much of a religious nature as primarily related to the cult of victory 
ûĖʦŅ÷Úʦ:ĹÚ·Ņʦ}·ŅĹûĝŅûÐʦ¥·Ĺʦˌ·ʟŅÚĹĕʟŊĽÚÖʟûĖʟ�ŊĽĽû·ʟŅĝʟÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚʟŅ÷Úʟ�ÚÐĝĖÖʟ¥ĝĹďÖʟ¥·ĹʠʾʟŅĹ·ĖĽʤ] 
and other aspects of the ‘cult of patriotism’ in general. This can be extended to include accusa-
ŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦûĖÐûŅûĖðʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦïĝĹʦ·ĖťʦĕÚĖŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŞûĝďÚĖŅʦ·ÐŅûĝĖʦ·ð·ûĖĽŅʦ}ŊŅûĖʫʦ�ûĕûď·ĹďťʬʦÐĝĖÖĝĖûĖðʦ
Ņ÷Úʦ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·ĹĕťʬʦÚŞÚĖʦş÷ÚĖʦŅ÷Úťʦ·ĹÚʦûĖʦ·ÐÐĝĹÖ·ĖÐÚʦşûŅ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦď·şĽʦ·ĖÖʦÐŊĽ-
ŅĝĕĽʦĝïʦş·ĹʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦ·ĽʦŅ÷ÚʦÏĝĕÏûĖðʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ĹûĕÚ·Ėʦ�ĹûÖðÚʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÐďÚ·Ĺďťʦ÷·Ľʦ·ʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽûðĖûű-
Ð·ĖÐÚʬʦûĽʦÐĝĖĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦ˒ĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʫ˓

V. Increasing the intensity and severity of the authoritarianism of a regime leads to a rad-
icalisation of its opponents. 
�÷Úʦ ĽŅ·ŅÚʦ Ņ÷ÚĖʦ ï·ÐÚĽʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ņ·ĽČʦ ĝïʦ ÐĝĕÏ·ŅûĖðʦ Ĺ·ÖûÐ·ďʦ Ĺ÷ÚŅĝĹûÐʦ ·ĖÖʦ ·ÐŅûĝĖĽʫʦ �ĝʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦ ÚĖÖʬʦ ŅĹûÚÖʦ
·ĖÖʦŅÚĽŅÚÖʦĕÚŅ÷ĝÖĽʦ·ĹÚʦÚĕĶďĝťÚÖʭʦï·ďĽûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦĶĹĝŞĝÐ·ŅûĝĖĽʦĝïʦÐĹûĕÚĽʬʦ·ĖÖʦÖûĽĶĹĝĶĝĹŅûĝĖ-
ate punishments. 
�Ľʦ·ĹĽĝĖĽʦ·ŅʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĽʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦ·ʦşûÖÚĽĶĹÚ·ÖʦĕÚ·ĖĽʦĝïʦÚŤĶĹÚĽĽûĖðʦ·ŅŅûŅŊÖÚĽʦ
Ņĝş·ĹÖĽʦŅ÷Úʦş·Ĺʦ·ĖÖʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ĖĖÚĹʦûĖʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʬʦş÷ÚĖʦûŅʦ÷·ÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĝďûŅûÐ·ďʦşûďďʬʦ
had previously treated incidences of minor acts of arson motivated by protest as acts of terrorism 
came in handy. Law enforcement agencies have the ability to manipulate the severity of charg-
ÚĽʦÏťʦÐ÷ĝĝĽûĖðʦÏÚŅşÚÚĖʦ·ĹĽĝĖʬʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦÐ·ĹĹûÚĽʦ·ʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦĝïʦűŞÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʦûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝď-
ĝĖťʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʬʦïĝĹʦş÷ûÐ÷ʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦûĽʦʊʎʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʬʦĝĹʬʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ·ĽÚʦ
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ĝïʦ·ʦðĹĝŊĶʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʬʦʋʉʦťÚ·ĹĽ˓ʦ ûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ ·ĽʦÐ÷ĝĝĽûĖðʦ ŅĝʦÏĹûĖðʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦ ïĝĹʦÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦ
·ĖʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʬʦĝĹʦïĝĹʦĝĖÚʦŅ÷·Ņʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦ·ŅʦďÚ·ĽŅʦĶ·ĹŅû·ďďťʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʫ
It may seem impossible to conceive of a more serious charge than that of committing 
·Ėʦ ·ÐŅʦ ĝïʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʬʦ ÏŊŅʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦ ûĽʦ ĖĝŅʦ Ľĝʫʦ EĖʦ Ņ÷Úʦ Ð·ĽÚʦ ĝïʦ Aleksei Nuriev and Roman Nasryevʬʦ
ş÷ĝʦŅĹûÚÖʦŅĝʦĽÚŅʦűĹÚʦŅĝʦ·ʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚʦ ûĖʦ�÷Úďť·ÏûĖĽČʦĹÚðûĝĖʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖʦ
ŅĹÚ·ŅÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶĹÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅûĝĖʦŅĝʦÐ·ĹĹťʦĝŊŅʦŅ÷Úʦ·ĹĽĝĖʦ·Ľʦ·ʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅÚʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʬʦĖ·ĕÚďťʬʦ˒ĹÚÐÚûŞûĖðʦŅĹ·ûĖ-
ûĖðʦ ûĖʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽŅʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʫ˓ʦ9ĝĹʦ Ņ÷ûĽʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʬʦĖĝʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦ ďÚĽĽʦ Ņ÷·ĖʦʊʎʦťÚ·ĹĽʦ ûĖʦ·ʦĶÚĖ·ďʦÐĝďĝĖťʦ
Ð·ĖʦÏÚʦûĕĶĝĽÚÖʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅ÷Úʦĕ·ŤûĕŊĕʦĽÚĖŅÚĖÐÚʦûĽʦďûïÚʦûĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʫʦ�÷ûĽʦĽťĽŅÚĕʦĝïʦÖûĽĶĹĝĶĝĹ-
ŅûĝĖ·ŅÚʦ·ĖÖʦŊĖïĝŊĖÖÚÖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦ÷·ĽʦÖÚŞÚďĝĶÚÖʦĝŞÚĹʦ Ņ÷ÚʦťÚ·ĹĽʬʦ ·ĖÖʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĝïïÚĖÐÚʦ
ĝïʦ ˒ŅĹ·ûĖûĖðʦ ûĖʦ ŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʬ˓ʦ ĝĖÚʦ ĝïʦ ûŅĽʦĕĝĽŅʦ ŅÚďďûĖðʦ ïÚ·ŅŊĹÚĽʬʦ ûĽʦ Ėĝşʦ ·Ş·ûď·ÏďÚʦ Ņĝʦ ÖûĹÚÐŅďťʦ ĽÚĹŞÚʦ
the purposes of political repression.
The FSB’s previous counterterrorism expertise (founded to a great degree on practices sim-
ûď·Ĺʦ Ņĝʦ Ņ÷ĝĽÚʦ ÖÚĽÐĹûÏÚÖʦ ·ÏĝŞÚˉʦ ûĽʦ Ėĝşʦ ÏÚûĖðʦ ŊĽÚÖʦ Ņĝʦ űð÷Ņʦ Ľ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʬʦ ĶĹûĕ·Ĺûďťʦ ĝĖʦ Ĺ·ûďş·ťĽʫʦ
AÚĹÚʬʦ Ņ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ŅÚʦ ûĽʦ ï·ÐÚÖʦşûŅ÷ʦ ŅşĝʦĝĶĶĝĽûĖðʦ Ņ·ĽČĽʫʦdĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝĖÚʦ÷·ĖÖʬʦ Ņ÷Úʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûŅûÚĽʦĶĹÚŅÚĖÖʦ
Ņ÷·ŅʦŅ÷Úʦ˒Ķ·ĹŅûĽ·ĖĽ˓ʦÖ·ĕ·ðûĖðʦŅ÷ÚʦĹ·ûďş·ťʦûĖïĹ·ĽŅĹŊÐŅŊĹÚʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦÚŤûĽŅʬʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝŅ÷ÚĹʦŅ÷ÚťʦĹÚðŊ-
larly report on the successful prevention of such acts and emphasise that their perpetrators 
are teenagers bribed and recruited for small sums in Telegram chat rooms. If we extrapolate 
ïĹĝĕʦŅ÷ÚʦïÚ·ŅŊĹÚĽʦĝïʦĶĹÚŞûĝŊĽʦÐ·ĕĶ·ûðĖĽʦÏťʦŅ÷Úʦ9��ʦûĕûŅ·ŅûĖðʦÐĝŊĖŅÚĹŅÚĹĹĝĹûĽĕʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅťʬʦŅ÷ÚĖʦ
ûŅʦûĽʦďĝðûÐ·ďʦŅĝʦ·ĽĽŊĕÚʦŅ÷·ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÐŊĹĹÚĖŅʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦ·ĹÚʦïŊďďʦĝïʦűÐŅûŅûĝŊĽʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦï·ďĽû-
űÚÖʦÚŞûÖÚĖÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦÐĝĖïÚĽĽûĝĖĽʦĝÏŅ·ûĖÚÖʦÏťʦŅĝĹŅŊĹÚʫʦ9ŊĹŅ÷ÚĹĕĝĹÚʬʦĽĝĕÚʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦşûďďʦ÷·ŞÚʦ
ÏÚÚĖʦÏĹĝŊð÷ŅʦïĝĹʦÐĹûĕÚĽʦÐĝĕĕûŅŅÚÖʦÏťʦĶĹĝŞĝÐ·ŅûĝĖʬʦş÷ÚĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦĽ·ÏĝŅÚŊĹĽʦïĹĝĕʦ
�ÚďÚðĹ·ĕʦÐ÷·ŅʦĹĝĝĕĽʦïĝĹʦ·ʦĽĕ·ďďʦïÚÚʦ·ÐŅŊ·ďďťʦÖĝÚĽʦŅ·ČÚʦĶď·ÐÚʦ·ĖÖʦûŅʦûĽʦÖĝĖÚʦÏťʦ9��ʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʫ
�ŅʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĖÖʦĝïʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�Ņ·ŅÚʦ Ŋĕ·ʦ·ĶĶĹĝŞÚÖʦ·ʦĽÚŅʦĝïʦ˒·ĖŅû˂Ľ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚ˓ʦď·şĽʦŅĝʦÏÚʦ·ÖÖÚÖʦ
to the Russian Criminal Code that mirror the content of existing counterterrorism laws. Fa-
ÐûďûŅ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʬʦŅĹ·ûĖûĖðʦûĖʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ·ÐŅûŞûŅûÚĽʦ·ĖÖʦÚĽŅ·ÏďûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʦĝïʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦ
ðĹĝŊĶĽʦ·ďďʦÏÚÐ·ĕÚʦĽÚĶ·Ĺ·ŅÚʦĝïïÚĖÐÚĽʬʦş÷ûďÚʦŅ÷ÚʦĉŊĽŅûűÐ·ŅûĝĖʦĝïʦĽ·ÏĝŅ·ðÚʦş·ĽʦûĖŅĹĝÖŊÐÚÖʦûĖŅĝʦ
the Russian Criminal Code as an aggravating circumstance. It is most likely that these additions 
were made in preparation for a large-scale repressive campaign. 
EĖʦ·ʦĽûĕûď·Ĺʦş·ťʬʦŅ÷ÚĹÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦÏ·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦĶĹĝŞûÖûĖðʦĕûďûŅ·Ĺťʦ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʦ
Ņĝʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦĶĹĝŞûÖûĖðʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦĝĹʦĕ·ŅÚĹû·ďʦ·ĽĽûĽŅ·ĖÐÚʬʦ·ĽʦşÚďďʦ·Ľʦ·ŅŅÚĕĶŅĽʦŅĝʦĉĝûĖʦ
the Ukrainian army. These actions were all equated to treason in law in 2022. Criminal cases 
Ï·ĽÚÖʦĝĖʦÐ÷·ĹðÚĽʦĝïʦŅĹÚ·ĽĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦÚĽĶûĝĖ·ðÚʦ·ĹÚʦĕ·Ťûĕ·ďďťʦď·ÐČûĖðʦûĖʦŅĹ·ĖĽĶ·ĹÚĖÐťʬʦ·ĖÖʦĕĝĖû-
ŅĝĹûĖðʦÖÚŞÚďĝĶĕÚĖŅĽʦÚŞÚĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĶ·ĽŅʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦĖÚ·ĹʦûĕĶĝĽĽûÏďÚʫʦ^ÚŞÚĹŅ÷ÚďÚĽĽʬʦŅ÷ÚʦïĹ·ðĕÚĖŅ·Ĺťʦ
information that has reached the public space gives grounds to suspect that at least some 
of these cases are fabricated and that the charges underpinning them are implausible.
^ĝŅ÷ûĖðʦûĽʦČĖĝşĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅûĝĖĽʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʦïĝĹʦïŊĖÖûĖðʦŅ÷Úʦ�ČĹ·ûĖû·Ėʦ·Ĺĕťʬʦ÷ĝşÚŞ-
er the groundwork has been laid for them.

VI. Finally, another objective of the Russian state is to force its citizens to űð÷Ņʫʦ
�Ņʦ ĶĹÚĽÚĖŅʬʦ Ņ÷ÚĹÚʦ ûĽʦ Ėĝʦş·ťʦ ŊĖÖÚĹʦ ÐĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ ď·şʦ Ņĝʦ ĶĹĝĽÚÐŊŅÚʦ ÐûŞûďû·ĖĽʦş÷ĝʦ ÚŞ·ÖÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·-
tion. It is likely that legislation will be ‘improved’ in the future to allow for such a possibility. 
EĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĕÚ·ĖŅûĕÚʬʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĹÚÐĹŊûŅĕÚĖŅʦĝïűÐÚĹĽʦ÷·ŞÚʦĕ·ûĖďťʦÏÚÚĖʦŊĽûĖðʦÖÚÐÚĶŅûĝĖʬʦ·ĖÖʦŅĝʦ·ʦďÚĽĽ-
ÚĹʦÚŤŅÚĖŅʦĶ÷ťĽûÐ·ďʦïĝĹÐÚʬʦŅĝʦĕĝÏûďûĽÚʦŅ÷ĝĽÚʦş÷ĝʦÖĝʦĖĝŅʦşûďďûĖðďťʦÐĝĖĽÚĖŅʫ
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The situation is quite different for military personnel and citizens already mobilised who are con-
ĽûÖÚĹÚÖʦŅ÷ÚʦÚĸŊûŞ·ďÚĖŅʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦïĝĹĕÚĹʫʦEĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦŅ÷ÚʦÐĝĽŅʦĝïʦĹÚïŊĽûĖðʦŅĝʦűð÷Ņʦ÷·ĽʦÏÚÚĖʦûĖÐĹÚ·ĽÚÖʦ
considerably. Penalties for unauthorised abandonment of a unit and desertion were increased 
and it was prohibited to resign from units engaged in combat during mobilisation or to refuse 
ŅĝʦÐ·ĹĹťʦĝŊŅʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦŅ·ĽČĽʦ̍ ÏÚïĝĹÚʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦĕĝĹÚʦŅ÷·ĖʦʊʬʎʉʉʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦĹÚïŊĽÚÖʦŅĝʦűð÷Ņʦ·ĖÖʦşÚĹÚʦ
dismissed from the ranks). Courts handed down several hundred verdicts under the relevant 
·ĹŅûÐďÚĽʦĝïʦŅ÷Úʦ�ŊĽĽû·Ėʦ�ĹûĕûĖ·ďʦ�ĝÖÚʦûĖʦʋʉʋʋʬʦÏŊŅʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦÐ·ĽÚĽʦûĽʦĝïŅÚĖʦÚûŅ÷ÚĹʦ
very limited or non-existent. Several cases are known where military service personnel refused 
ŅĝʦĶ·ĹŅûÐûĶ·ŅÚʦûĖʦŅ÷Úʦş·ĹʬʦĶŊÏďûÐďťʦĉŊĽŅûïťûĖðʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦĹÚïŊĽ·ďʦĝĖʦŅ÷ÚʦÏ·ĽûĽʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦÏÚďûÚïĽʫʦ9ĝďďĝşûĖðʦ
Ņ÷ÚʦĽŅ·ĹŅʦĝïʦĕĝÏûďûĽ·ŅûĝĖʬʦĕûďûŅ·ĹťʦĽÚĹŞûÐÚʦĶÚĹĽĝĖĖÚďʦş÷ĝʦďÚïŅʦŅ÷ÚûĹʦŊĖûŅĽʦşûŅ÷ĝŊŅʦ·ŊŅ÷ĝĹûĽ·ŅûĝĖʦ
were usually sentenced to a term of imprisonment.
EĕĶĹûĽĝĖĕÚĖŅʬʦ ÷ĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ ûĽʦ Ïťʦ Ėĝʦ ĕÚ·ĖĽʦ Ņ÷Úʦ şĝĹĽŅʦ ĶŊĖûĽ÷ĕÚĖŅʦ ĽĝĕÚĝĖÚʦ ş÷ĝʦ ĹÚïŊĽÚĽʦ
Ņĝʦűð÷ŅʦÐ·Ėʦï·ÐÚʫʦEĖʦïĹĝĖŅďûĖÚʦ·ĹÚ·ĽʬʦĽŊÐ÷ʦĶÚĝĶďÚʦ·ĹÚʦĽŊÏĉÚÐŅÚÖʦŅĝʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ďʦŞûĝďÚĖÐÚʬʦûĖÐďŊÖûĖðʦ
extra-judicial executions.

VII. The occupied territories annexed by Russia in 2022 remain a ‘black hole.’ 
¥÷ûďÚʦûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦ·ÏĝŊŅʦĹÚĶĹÚĽĽûĝĖʦûĖʦ�ĹûĕÚ·ʬʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦĽûĖÐÚʦʋʉʊʍʬʦûĽʦĽťĽŅÚĕ·ŅûÐ·ďďťʦ·Ş·ûď·ÏďÚʬʦ
ûĖïĝĹĕ·ŅûĝĖʦĹÚð·ĹÖûĖðʦÚŞÚĖŅĽʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚʦĝÐÐŊĶûÚÖʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʦĝïʦ�ČĹ·ûĖÚ˓Ľʦ ĝĖÚŅĽČʬʦWŊ÷·ĖĽČʬʦT÷ÚĹ-
ĽĝĖʦ·ĖÖʦ³·ĶĝĹûŭ÷ŭ÷û·ʦĹÚðûĝĖĽʦûĽʦïĹ·ðĕÚĖŅ·Ĺťʦ·ĖÖʦĶĝĝĹďťʦŞÚĹûűÚÖʫʦ�Ľʦ·ʦĹÚĽŊďŅʬʦşÚʦ÷·ŞÚʦÏÚÚĖʦŊĖ·-
ÏďÚʦŅĝʦĶĹĝŞûÖÚʦ·ʦÐĝ÷ÚĹÚĖŅʦĝŞÚĹŞûÚşʦĝïʦŅ÷ÚʦĽûŅŊ·ŅûĝĖʦûĖʦŅ÷ÚĽÚʦŅÚĹĹûŅĝĹûÚĽʫʦAĝşÚŞÚĹʬʦ·Ş·ûď·ÏďÚʦÖ·Ņ·ʦ
suggest that the scale of political terror unleashed there by the Russian authorities and their 
collaborators is very great indeed.
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